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FEARFUL  SHIPWBECE  OF  THE  DOUBLE-UABBIAOE  PBOJEOT. 

(Cantmued.) 

CHAPTER  IV. 

EXCBLLEKCY  HOTHAM  QUITS   BERLIN  IN  HASTE. 

While  the  Gapip  at  Eadewitz  is  dissolving  itself  in 
this  manner,  in  the  last  days  of  June,  Captain  Guy- 
Dickens,  the  oracles  at  Windsor  having  given  him  their 
response  as  to  Prince  Priedrich's  wild  project,  is  getting 
under  way  for  Berlin  again,  —  whither  also  Hotham 
has  returned,  to  wait  for  Dickens^s  arrival,  and  directly 
thereupon*  come  home.  Dickens  is  henceforth  to  do  the 
British  Diplomacy  here,  any  Diplomacy  there  can  well 
be;  Dickens  once  installed,  Hotham  will,  right  gladly, 
wash  his  hands  of  this  Negotiation,  which  he  considers 
to  be  as  good  as  dead  for  some  good  while  past.  First, 
however^  he  has  one  unexpected  adventure  to  go 
through  in  Berlin;  of  most  unexpected  celebrity  in  the 
world:  this  onoe  succinctly  set  forth,  History  will  dis- 
miss him  to  the  shades  of  private  life. 

Guy  Dickens,  arriving  we  can  guess  about  the  8th 
or  9th  of  July,  brings  two  important  Documents  with 
him  to  Berlin.     First  ^  the  English  Respotva^  ^  ^<^ 

Carly/e,  /yeden'c  the  Great.  IV,  \ 


2         SHIPWRECK  OF  DOUBLE-MARRLVGE  PROJECT.  ffiOOK  vn. 

9th  Joly  1730. 
„ « 

shape  of  *^ Instructions"  to  himself,  which  may  Be  osten- 
sible in  the  proper  quarter,)  iBr.rfe^urd]»iottJie. 'Crown- 
Prince's  project *.of  fligli^^to  England.*  Response  which 
^  js  410  •^oll]^.  {had  migl^  "Ibkve  been  expected  in  the  cir- 
\:  *.tpuimsJaJi«eJS^*'* Britannic  Majesty  sony  extremely  for  the 
'"  •  "tJrown-Prince's  situation;  ready  to  do  anything  in 
*' reason  to  alleviate  it.  Better  wait,  however:  Prussian 
"Majesty  will  surely  perhaps  relent  a  little:  then  also 
"the  affairs  of  Europe  are  in  a  ticklish  state.  Better 
"wait.  As  to  that  of  taking  temporary  refuge  in  France, 
"Britannic  Majesty  thinks  that  will  require  a  mature 
"deliberation  (mitre  deliberation).  Not  even  time  now 
"for  inquiry  of  the  French  Court  how  they  would  take 
"it;  which  his  Britannic  Majesty  thinks  an  indispensable 
"preliminary,*'  —  and  so  terminates.  The  meaning, 
we  perceive,  is  in  sum:  "Hm,  you  won't,  surely? 
Don't;  at  least  Don't  yet!"  But  Dryasdust,  and  any 
readers  who  have  patience,  can  here  take  the  Original 
Paper;  which  is  written  in  French  (or  French  of  Strat- 
ford at  the  Bow),  probably  that  the  Crown-Prince,  if 
needful,  might  himself  read  it,  one  of  these  days: 

*^  Monsieur  Guy  Dickens  pourrcdt  donner  au  Prince  les  assu- 
^^  ranees  les  plus  fortes  de  la  compassion  que  le  Roi  a  du  triste  dial 
*'oti(  il  se  trouve,  et  du  disir  sinchre  deSa  Majesti  de  concourir 
^^par  tout  ce  qui  dipendra  d'elle  it  Ven  tirer,  M.  Guy  Dickens 
^^pourrait  lui  communiquer  en  mime  terns  les  Instructions  donnies 
^^ h Monsieur  Hotham^^  (our  Answer  to  the  Outrageous  propo- 
sitions, which  amounts  to  nothing,  and  may  be  spared  the 
reader),  *'et  lui  marquer  qu*on  avait  Ueu  ^espirer  que  Sa  Ma- 
^^jestd  Prussienne  ne  refHsm^a^pea  au  moins  de  s^expUquer  un  peu 
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^^pliis  en  ditail  qu'elle  rCa  fait  jusquHd.  QWen  attendant  lea 
^^  suites  quecette  negociatiovk  pourrait  avoir  ^  Sa  Majestd  itait 
''  d^avis  que  le  Prince  ferait  Hen  de  diffSrer  un  peu  Vexdcuiion  de 
^^son  dessein  connu:  Que  la  situation  ou  les  affaires  deTEurope 
^*se  trouvaient  dans  ce  moment  critique  ne  paraissait  pas  propre  ^ 
^^Vexicution  d'un  dessein  de  cette  nature:  Que  pour  ce  qui  est  de 
^^Vintention  oil  le  Prince  a  timoign^  etre ,  dese  retirer  en  France^ 
^^SaMajesti  croit  qu*elle  demandeune  mCre  ddUbiraHon^  et  que 
''  le  peu  de  terns  qui  reste  ne  promet  pas  mime  qu'on  puisse  f'm- 
*^  former  de  ce  que  la  Cour  de  France  pourrait  penser  Idrdessus; 
^''dontSaMajestdtrouvait  cependant  absolument  ndcessaire  des'as- 
^^surer,  (want  de  pouvoir  conseiller  a  un  Prince  qui  lui  est  si  cher 
"dtf  se  retirer  en  cepays  /d."* 

This  is  Document  First;  of  no  concernment  to  Hot- 
ham  at  this  stage;  but  only  to  us  and  our  Crown- 
Prince.  Document  Second  would  at  one  time  have 
much  interested  Hotham:  it  is  no  other  than  a  Grum- 
kow  Original  seized  at  St.  Mary  Axe,  such  as  Hotham 
once  solicited,  *^ strong  enough  to  break  •Ghmmkow^s 
back."  Hotham  now  scarcely  hopes  it  will  be  "strong 
enough."  No  matter;  he  presents  it  as  bidden.  On 
introducing  Dickens  as  successor,  Monday,  10th  July, 
he  puts  the  Document  into  his  Prussian  Majesty^s  hand: 
and  —  the  result  was  most  imexpectedl  Here  is  Hot- 
ham^s  Despatch  to  Lord  HiEurington;  which  it  will 
be  our  briefest  method  to  give,  with  some  minimimi  of 
.needftil  explanation  intercalated  here  and  there: 

*  Profsian  DefpRtohes,  rol.  Ixi. :  No  date  or  signature;  bound  op  along 
with  Harrington^a  Deipatch, ''  Windsor,  30th  June  "*  (lat  Jaly) ''  1730/*  —  on 
tlie  morrow  of  wliicli  day  we  may  fancy  Captain  Dickens  took  the  road  for 
Berlin  again,  —  where  we  anapicionaly  see  him  on  Monday,  lOth  J\x^^\jit^>- 
bftbly  ft  Bight  or  two  aftor  hJj  MrriFAl* 
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"  To  the  Lord  Harrington  (from  Sir  Charles  Hotham). 

"Berlin,  80th  June  (11th  July)  1730. 

"My  Lord,  -*-  Though  the  conduct  of  his  Prussian  Majesty 
"has  been  such,  for  some  time  past,  that  one  ought  to  be 
"  surprised  at  nothing  ha  does ,  —  it  is  nevertheless  with  great 
"concent  that  I  now  have  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  with  an 
"extravagancy  of  his  which  happened  yesterday,"  Monday 
10«i  July  1730. 

"  The  King  of  Prussia  had  appointed  me  to  be  with  him 
"about  noon,  with  Captain  Guy  Dickens"  (who  has  just  re- 
turned from  England  on  what  secret  message  your  Lordship 
knows!).  —  "We  both  attended  his  Prussian  Majesty,  and  I 
"presented  Captain  Guy  Dickens  to  him,  who  delivered  his 
"  credentials :  after  which  the  King  talked  to  us  a  quarter  of 
"an  hour  about  indifferent  matters.  Seeing  him  in  a  very 
"  good  humour ,  I  took  that  opportunity  of  telling  him ,  *  That 
"  as  General  Grumkow  had  denied  his  having  held  a  Secret 
"Correspondence  with  Keichenbach,  or  having  written  the 
"Letters  I  had  some  time  ago  delivered  to  his  Majesty,  I 
"was  now  ordered  by  the  King  my  Master  to  put  into  his  hands 
"  an  Original  Letter  of  General  Grumkow' "  — 

—  Where  is  that  Original  Letter?  ask  some  minute 
readers.  Minute  readers,  the  ipsissimum  corpus  of  it  is 
lost  to  mankind.  Official  Copy  of  it  lies  safe  here  in 
the  State-Paper  Office  (Prussian  Despatches,  volume 
xli. ;  without  date  of  its  own,  but  near  a  Despatch  dated 
20th  June  1730);  has,  adjoined  to  it,  an  Autograph 
jotting  by  George  Second  to  the  effect,  "Yes,  send  it," 
and  also  some  preliminary  scribbles  by  Newcastle,  to 
the  like  purport     No  date  of  its  own,  wq  say,  though, 
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by  internal  evidence  and  light  of  Fasamann  ,*  it  is  con- 
clusively dateable,  "Berlin,  20 th  May,"  if  anybody 
cared  to  date  it.  The  Letter  mentions  lightly  that 
"pretended  discovery'*  (the  St.  Mary  Axe  one,  laid  on 
the  table  of  Tobacco -Parliament,  6th  May  or  soon 
after),  "innocent  trifles  all  /  wrote;  hope  you  burnt 
"them,  nevertheless,  according  to  promise:  yours  to  me 
"I  did  bum  as  they  came,  and  will  defy  the  Devil  to 
"produce;"  brags  of  his  Majesty's  fine  spirits;  —  and 
is,  Jotting  and  all,  as  insignificant  a  Letter  as  any 
other  portion  of  the  "Kookery  Colloquy,"  though  its 
fate  was  a  little  more  distinguished.  Prussian  Dryas- 
dust is  expected  to  give  it  in  Facsimile y  one  day,  — 
surely  no  British  Under-Secretary  will  exercise  an  un- 
wise discretion,  and  forbid  him  that  small  pleasure!  — 

*^  which  was  an  undeniable  proof  of  all  the  rest ,  and  could  not 
"but  convitLce  his  Prussian  Majesty  of  the  truth  of  them."  — 
Well? 

"He  took  the  Letter  from  me,  cast  his  eye  upon  it;  and 
"seeing  it  to  be  Grumkow*s  hand,  said  to  me  with  all  the 
"anger  imaginable"  (fancy  the  thimderburst!),  ^^ Messieurs, 
^^fai  eu  assez  de  ces  choses  la;^'  "threw  the  Letter  upon  the 
"ground,  and  immediately  turning  his  back  went  out  of  the 
"room,  and  shut  the  door  upon  us," 

—  probably  with  a  slam!  And  that  is  the  naked  truth 
concerning  this  celebrated  Litercepted  Letter.  Majesty 
answered  explosively,  —  his  poor  heart  being  in  a 
burdened  and  grieved  condition,  not  unlike  growing  a 

•  p.  404. 
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hsanted  one,  —  "I  have  had  enough  of  that  stuff  be- 
fore I"  pitched  the  new  specimen  away,  and  stormily 
whirled  out  with  a  slam  of  the  door.  That  he  stamped 
with  his  foot,  is  guessable.  That  he  ^li^ted  his  foot  as 
if  to  kick  the  Hon.  English  Excellency,^^  *  which  the 
Bnglish  Excellency  never  eould  have  stood,  but  must 
nave  died  on  the  spot,  —  of  this,  though  several  Books 
have  copied  it  &om  Wilhelmina,  there  is  no  vestige  of 
evidence:  and  the  case  is  bad  enough  without  this. 

**Your  Lordship  will  easily  imagine  that  Captain  Guy 
"  Dickens  and  I  were  not  a  little  astonished  at  this  most  extra- 
**  ordinary  behaviour.  I  took  up  the  Letter  he  had  thrown 
"upon  the  floor"  (ipsissimum  corpus  of  it  lost  to  mankind ,  last 
seen  going  intoHotham's  pocket  in  this  manner);  ^'and  re- 
" turning  home,  immediately  wrote  one  to  his  Prussian  Ma- 
"jesty,  of  which  a  copy  is  here  enclosed."  —  Let  us  read 
that  essential  Piece :  sound  substance ,  in  very  stiff  indifferent 
French  of  Stratford,  —  which  may  as  well  be  made  English 
at  once : 

"  To  Us  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia. 

"Sire,  —  It  is  with  the  liveliest  grief  that  I  find  myself 
"under  the  necessity,  —  after  what  has  passed  today  at  the 
"  audience  I  had  of  your  Majesty ,  where  I  neither  did  nor  said 
"anything  in  regard  to  that  Letter  of  Monsieur  Gmmkow's 
"or  to  putting  it  into  your  Majesty's  hands,  that  was  not  by 
"my  Master's  order,  —  it  is,  I  say,  Sire,  with  the  liveliest 
"grief  that  I  am  obliged  to  inform  your  Majesty  of  the  neces- 
"sity  there  lies  on  me  to  despatch  a  Courier  to  London  to  ap- 
"  prise  the  King  my  Master  of  an  incident  so  surprising  as  the 

*  Wilhelmina,  i.  228. 
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^*  one  that  has  just  happened.  For  which  reason  I  beg  (supplie) 
'^your  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  cause  the  necessary  Orders 
"for  Postiioxses  to  be  furnished  me,  not  only  for  the  said 
"Courier,  but  also  for  myself,  —  since,  after  what  has  just 
"happened,  it  is  not  proper  for  me  to  prolong  my  stay  here 
^^fcdre  UH  plus  long  sijour  id), 

^'  I  have  the  honour  to  be ,  your  Majesty's  &c.  &c.  &c. 

"  Chables  Hothah." 

"About  two  hours  afterwards ,  General  Borck  came  to  me ; 
"and  told  me  He  was  in  the  utmost  affliction  for  what  had 
"happened;  and  beseeched  me  to  have  a  little  patience,  and 
"that  he  hoped  means  woidd  be  found  to  make  up  the  matter 
"to  me.  Afterwards  he  communicated  to  me,  by  word  of 
"mouth,  the  Answer  the  King  of  Prussia  had  given  to  the 
"last  Orders  I  had  received  by  Captain  Guy  Dickens,"  — 
Orders ,  "  Come  home  immediately ,''  to  which  the  <^  Answer  " 
is  conceivable. 

"I  told  him  that  after  the  treatment  I  had  received  at  noon, 
"  and  the  afi&ont  put  upon  the  King  my  Master's  character ,  I 
"could  no  longer  receive  nor  charge  myself  with  anything 
"that  came  from  his  Prussian  Majesty.  That  as  to  what  re- 
"lated  to  me  personally,  it  was  very  easily  made  up;  but 
"having  done  nothing  but  in  obedience  to  the  King  my  Mas- 
"  ter's  orders,  it  belonged  to  him  only  to  judge  what  satis- 
"  faction  was  due  for  the  indignity  offered  to  his  character. 
"Wherefore  I  did  not  look  upon  myself  as  authorised  to  listen 
"to  any  expedients  till  I  knew  his  Mi^esty's  pleasure  upon  the 
"matter. 

"In  the  evening,  General  Borck  wrote  a  Letter  to  Captain 
"Guy  Dickens  and  two  to  me,  the  Copies  of  which  are  en- 
"  closed  ,*'  —  fear  not ,  reader  I  ^'  The  purport  of  them  was  to 
"  desire  That  I  would  take  no  farther  notice  of  ivbaXYi^^c^a?^^ 
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'Opened,  and  that  the  King  of  Prussia  desired  I  would  come 

''and  dine  with  him  next  day,"  —  Engaged  otherwise,  your 

Majesty,  next  day!    ''The  answer  to  these  Letters  I  also 

"enclose  to  your  Lordship ,"  —  reader  not  to  be  troubled  with 

it.    "I  excused  myself  from  dining  with  the  King  of  Prussia, 

.    "not  thinking  myself  at  liberty  to  appear  any  more  at  Court 

;.. ;  •*  tilll  received  his  Maj  esty*s  ,'*  my  own  King's ,  "  commands ; 

'"and  told  General  Borck  that  I  looked  upon  myself  as  in- 

"  dispensably  obliged  to  acquaint  the  Eang  my  Master  with 

"everything  that  had  passed,   it  being  to  no  purpose  to 

"think  of  concealing  it,  since  the  thing  was  already  become 

"public,  and  would  soon  be  known  in  all  the  Courts  of  Europe. 

"This,  my  Lord,  is  the  true  state  of  this  unaccountable 
"accident.  You  will  see,  by  General  Borck's  Letter,  that 
."the  King  of  Prussia,  being  now  returned  to  his  senses,  is 
"himself  convinced  of  the  extravagancy  of  this  proceeding; 
" and  WM  very  desirous  of  having  it  concealed;  — which  was 
"impossible ;  for  the  whole  Town  knew  it  an  hour  affcer  it  had 
"happened. 

"As  to  my  own  part,  I  am  not  a  little  concerned  at  this 
'^unfortunate  incident.  As  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  this 
"  fit  of  madness  in  the  King  of  Prussia ,  there  was  no  guarding 
"against  it;  and  after  it  had  happened,  I  thought  I  could  do 
"no  less  than  resent  it  in  the  manner  I  have  done,  —  without 
"prostituting  the  character  with  which  the  King  has  been 
"pleased  to  honour  me.  I  hope,  however,  this  affair  will  be 
"attended  with  no  ill  consequences:  for  the  King  of  Prussia 
"himself  is  at  present  so  ashamed  of  his  behaviour,  that  he 
"says,  He  will  order  Count  Degenfeld"  (Graf  von  Degenfeld, 
going  at  a  leisurely  pace  to  lemoyeNostifrom  his  perch  among 
'  you)  *  "  to  hasten  his  journey  to  England ,  with  orders  to  en- 
"deavoor  to  make  up  the  affair  immediately. 

*  Saprk,  yol.  Ill,  p.  277. 
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"As  I  had  already  received  the  King^s  Orders,  by  Captain 
"Guy  Dickens,  To  return  home  forthwith,  I  tiiought,  after 
^^what  had  happened,  the  sooner  I  left  this  place  the  better; 
"  and  the  rather  because  it  might  be  proper  I  should  make  a 
"report  of  it  to  his  Majesty.  I  shall  therefore  set  out  a  few 
"hours  after  this  Messenger ;  and  will  make  all  the  expedition 
"possible. 

"  The  King  of  Prussia  sets  out  for  Anspach  on  Saturday  * 
"next,"  —  11th  July  is  Tuesday,  Saturday Tiext  will  be  ISti 
July ,  which  proves  correct.*   ^'  I  am ,  with  the  utmost  respect, 
"My  Lord,  Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
"servant, 

"  Chables  Hotham."  ** 

No  sooner  was  the  door  slammed-to  than  his  Ma- 
jesty began  to  repent.  At  sight  of  the  demand  for 
Post-horses,  he  repented  bitterly;  sent  Borck  to  ask 
Hotham  to  dinner,  with  what  success  we  have  seen. 
Sent  Borck  to  negotiate,  to  correspond,  to  consult  with 
Dickens,  to  do  his  utmost  in  pacifying  Hotham.  All 
which  Correspondence  exists,  but  is  not  worth  giving. 
Borck^s  Vemonstrances  are  in  rugged  soldier-like  style, 
full  of  earnestness  and  friendliness.  Do  not  wreck, 
npon  trifles,  a  noble  interest  we  have  in  common;  King 
is  jealous  about  foreign  interference  with  his  Ministers, 
but  meant  nothing;  I  tell  you  it  is  nothing!  —  Hotham 
is  polite,  good-tempered;  but  remains  inflexible:  With 
myself,  on  my  own  score,  it  were  soon  settled,  or  is 
already  setiled;  but  with  the  King  my  Master,  —  no 

*  Fassmum ,  p.  410. 
**  state-Paper  Office :  ProMf an  Despatches ,  vo\.x\V» 
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expedient  but  post-horses!  The  Diplomatist  world  of 
Berlin  is  in  a  fiiss;  Queen  Sophie  and  "the  Minister  of 
Denmark,"  with  other  friendly  Ministers,  how  busy! 
"All  day,"  this  day  and  the  next,  "they  spent  in 
comings  and  goings;"*  advising  Hotham  to  relent: 
Hotham  could  not  relent.  The  Crown-Prince  himself 
writes,  urged  by  message  from  his  Mother;  Crown- 
Prince  sends  Katte  off  from  Potsdam  with  this  BiUet** 
(if  this  be  a  correct  copy  to  translate  from) : 

**  To  his  Excellency  Monsieur  the  Chevalier  Hotham, 

Potsdam,  11th  Joly  1780. 

"Monsieur,  —  Having  learned  by  M.  deLeuvener,"  the 
Danish  Minister,  a  judicious  well- affected  man,  '* what  the 
"Elingmy  Father's  ultimate  intentions  are,  I  cannot  doubt 
"  but  you  will  yield  to  his  desires.  Think ,  Monsieur ,  that  my 
"happiness  and  my  Sister's  depend  on  the  resolution  you  shall 
"take,  and  that  your  answer  will  mean  the  union  or  the  dis- 
" union  forever  of  the  two  Houses!  I  flatter  myself  that  it 
"  will  be  favourable ,  and  that  you  will  yield  to  my  entreaties. 
"I  never  shall  forget  such  a  service,  but  recognise, it  all  my 
"  life  by  the  most  perfect  esteem ,"  with  which  I  now  am ,  Tout 
avous^  **Fb]6dAbic.** 

This  Billet  Katte  delivers;  but  to  this  also  Hotham 
remains  inexorable;  polite,  hopeful  even:  No  harm 
will  come;  Degenfeld  will  go,  I  myself  will  help  when 
at  home;  but  for  the  present,  no  resource  but  postr 
horses!  Which  they  at  last  yield  him,  the  very  postr 
horses  ready  to  weep. 

»  Wilhelmina,  i.  229,  230.  *«  lb.  i.  380. 
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And  so  Hotham,  spirited  judicious  English  gentle- 
man, rolls  off  homewards,*  a  few  hours  after  his 
Courier,  —  and  retires  honourably  into  the  shades  of 
private  life,  steady  there  thenceforth.  He  has  not  been 
successM  in  Berlin:  surely  his  Negotiation  is  now  out 
in  all  manner  of  senses!  Long  ago  (to  use  our  former 
ignoble  figure)  he  had  ^^aid  down  the  bellows,  though 
there  was  still  smoke  traceable:^*  but  now,  by  this 
Grumkow  Letter,  he  has,  as  it  were,  struck  the  poker 
through  the  business;  and  that  dangerous  mancBuvre, 
not  proving  successful,  has  been  fatal  and  final!  Queen 
Sophie  and  certain  others  may  still  flatter  themselves; 
but  it  is  evident  the  Negotiation  is  at  last  complete. 
What  may  lie  in  Flight  to  England  and  rash  desperate 
measures,  which  Queen  Sophie  trembles  to  tiiink  of, 
we  do  not  know:  but  by  regular  negotiation  this  thing 
can  never  be. 

It  is  darkly  apprehended  the  Crown-Prince  still 
meditates  Flight;  the  maternal  heart  and  Wilhelmina's 
are  grieved  to  see  Lieutenant  Katte  so  much  in  his 
confidence,  —  could  wish  him  a  wiser  counsellor  in 
such  predicaments  and  emergencies!  Katte  is  greatly 
flattered  by  the  Princess  confidence;  even  brags  of  it 
in  society,  with  his  foolish  loose  tongue.  Poor  youth, 
he  is  of  dissolute  ways;  has  plenty  of  "unwise  intel- 
lect," little  of  the  "wise**  kind;  and  is  still  under  the 
years  of  discretion.  Towards  Wilhelmina  there  is  trace- 
able  in   him    something,  —  something   as  of  almost 

♦  "Wednesday,"  J2th  (DlclienB). 
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loving  a  bright  particular  star,  or  of  thrice-privately 
worshippiiig  it  for  his  own  behoof.  And  Wilhelmina, 
daring  the  late  Badewitz  time,  when  Mamma  "gave 
four  Apartments  (or  Koyal  Soirees)  weekly,"  was  severe 
upon  him,  and  inaccessible  in  these  Court  Soirees.  A 
rash  young  fool;  carries  a  loose  tongue:  —  still  worse, 
has  a  Miniature,  recognisable  as  Wilhelmina;  and 
would  not  give  it  up,  either  for  the  Queen^s  Majesty 
or  me!  —  "Thousand  and  thousand  pardons.  High 
Ladies  both;  my  loose  tongue  shall  be  locked:  but 
these  two  Miniatures,  the  Prince  and  Princess  Eoyal, 
I  copied  them  firom  two  the  Prince  had  lent  me  and 
has  got  back,  ask  me  not  for  these;  —  never,  oh,  I 
cannot  ever!"  —  Upon  which  Wilhelmina  had  to  take 
a  high  attitude,  and  pass  him  speechless  in  the  Soirees 
The  foolish  fellow:  —  and  yet  one  is  not  heartily 
angry  either;  only  reserved  in  the  Soirees;  and  anxious 
about  one^s  Brother  in  such  hands. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  repents  much  that  Hotham  ex- 
plosion; is  heard  saying  that  he  will  not  again  treat  in 
person  with  any  Envoy  from  foreign  parts,  being  of 
too  hot  temper,  but  will  leave  his  Ministers  to  do  it* 
To  Queen  Sophie  he  says  coldly,  "Wilhelmina's  mar- 
riage, then,  is  off;  an  end  to  it.  Abbess  of  Herford" 
(good  Protestant  refuge  for  unprovided  Females  of 
Quality,  which  is  in  our  gift),  "let  her  be  Abbess 
there;"  —  and  writes  to  the  then  extant  Abbess  to 
make  Wilhelmina  "  Coadjutress ,"  or  Heir-Apparent  to 
that  Ghief-Nunship!  Nay  what  is  still  more  mortifying, 

•  DiokenH*8  Despatch,  Berlin,  23d  Jaly  (n.  a.)  1780. 
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my  Brother  says,  "On  the  whole  I  had  better,  had 
not  I?"  The  cruel  Brother;  but  indeed  the  desperate! 
—  For  things  are  mounting  to  a  pitch  in  this  House- 
hold. 

Queen  Sophie's  thoughts,  —  they  are  not  yet  of 
surrender;  that  they  will  never  be,  while  a  breath  of 
life  is  left  to  Queen  Sophie  and  her  Project:  we  may 
fancy  Queen  Sophie's  mood.  Nor  can  his  Majesty  be 
in  a  sweet  temper;  his  vexations  lately  have  been 
many.  First,  England  is  now  off,  not  off-and-on  as 
formerly:  that  comfortable  possibility,  hanging  always 
in  one's  thoughts,  is  fairly  gone;  and  now  we  have 
nothing  but  the  Kaiser  to  depend  on  for  Jtilich  and 
Berg,  and  the  other  elements  of  our  salvation  in  this 
world!  Then  the  St  Maiy  Axe  discoveries,  harassing 
shadows  of  suspicion  that  will  rise  from  them,  and  the 
unseemly  Hotham  catastrophe  and  one's  own  blame  in 
it;  Womankind  and  Hous&hold  still  virtually  rebellious, 
and  all  things  going  awry:  Majesty  is  in  the  worst 
humour;  —  bullies  and  outrages  his  poor  Crown-Prince 
almost  worse  than  ever.  There  have  been  rattan- 
showers,  hideous  to  think  of,  descending  this  very 
week,*  on  the  fine  head,  and  far  into  the  high  heart  of 
a  Boyal  Young  Man;  who  cannot,  in  the  name  of  man- 
hood, endure,  and  must  not,  in  the  name  of  sonhood, 
resist,  and  vainly  calls  to  all  the  gods  to  teach  him 
what  he  shall  do  in  this  intolerable  inextricable  state 
of  matters. 

•  Guy  Diokena'B  Deipatch ,  18tb  July  17^0 » 
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Fate  and  these  Two  Black-Artists  have  driven 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  nearly  mad;  and  he,  in  torn,  is 
driving  everybody  so.  He  more  than  suspects  Friedrich 
of  an  intention  to  fly;  which  is  horrible  to  Friedrich 
Wilhelm:  and  yet  he  bullies  him  occasionally,  as  a 
spiritless  wretch,  for  bearing  such  treatment.  "Cannot 
yon  renounce  the  Heir-Apparentship ,  then;  your  little 
Brother  is  a  fine  youth.  Give  it  up;  and  go,  unmo- 
lested, to  the  —  in  fact  to  the  Devil:  Cannot  you?"  — 
"If  your  Majesty,  against  the  honour  of  my  Mother, 
declare  that  I  am  not  your  eldest  son:  Yes,  so;  not 
otherwise,  ever!"  modestly  but  steadily  persists  the 
young  man,  whenever  this  expedient  is  proposed  to 
him,  —  as  perhaps  it  abeady  sometimes  is.  Whereat 
the  desperate  Father  can  only  snort  indignantly  ftitile. 
A  case  growing  nearly  desperate.  Desperate,  yes,  on 
all  hands:  unless  one  had  the  "high  mast"  above  al- 
luded to,  with  two  pulleys  and  ropes;  and  could  see  a 
certain  Pair  of  Scoundrels  mount  rapidly  thither,  what 
hope  is  there  for  anybody?  A  violent  crisis  does  not 
last,  however;  that  is  one  certainty  in  it.  Either  these 
agonistic  human  beings,  young  and  old,  will  all  die,  all 
go  to  Bedlam,  with  their  intolerable  woes;  or  else 
something  of  explosive  nature  will  take  place  among 
them.  The  maddest  boil,  unless  it  kill  you  with  its 
torments,  does  at  length  burst,  and  become  an  abscess. 

Of  course  Ca|)|ain  Dickens,  the  instant  Hotham  was 
gone,  hastened  privily  to  see  the  Crown-Prince;  saw 
Katie  and  him  "at  the  Gate  of  the  Potsdam  Palace  at 
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midnight,''*  or  in  some  other  less  romantic  way;  — 
read  him  the  Windsor  Paper  of  ^^Instructions'*  known 
to  us;  and  preached  from  that  textb  No  definite  coun- 
tenance from  England,  the  reverse  rather,  your  High- 
ness sees;  —  how  can  there  be?  Give  it  up,  your 
Highness;  at  least  delay  it!  —  Crown-Prince  does  not 
give  it  up  a  whit;  whether  he  delays  it,  we  shall  see. 

A  busy  week  for  the  Crown-Prince  and  Katte,  this 
of  the  Hotham  Catastrophe;  who  have  many  consulta- 
tions, the  Journey  to  Anspach  being  on  Saturday  next! 
Crown-Prince  has  given  him  in  keeping  a  writing  case 
with  private  letters;  1,000  ducats  of  money,  money 
raised  by  loan,  by  picking  jewels  off  some  miniatures 
of  honour,  and  the  like  sore  methods.  Elatte  has  his 
very  coat,  a  gray  topcoat  or  travelling  roquelaure,  in 
keeping;  —  and  their  schemes  are  many.  Off  we 
must  and  will  be,  by  some  opportunity.  Could  not 
Katte  get  a  ^^Becruiting  Furlough,"  leave  to  go  into 
the  Heich  on  that  score;  and  join  one  there?  Lieute- 
nant Keith  is  at  Wesel;  ready,  always  ready.  Into 
France,  into  Holland,  England?  If  the  English  would 
not,  there  is  war  to  be  in  Italy,  say  all  the  Newspapers: 
why  not  a  campaign  as  Volunteers  in  Italy,  till  we 
saw  how  matters  went?  Anything  and  all  things  are 
preferable  to  ignominy  like  tins.  No  dog  could  endure 
itl  — 

*  Wilhelmina;  Ranke,  i.  801. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


JOURmST  TO   THE  REICH. 


On  Saturday  the  15th  July  1730,  early  in  the 
morning  as  his  wont  was,  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  with  a 
small  train  of  official  military  persons,  rolled  off  firom 
Potsdam,  towards  Leipzig,  on  that  same  journey  of  his, 
towards  Anspach  and  the  Reich.  To  Anspach,  to  see 
our  poor  young  Daughter,  lately  married  there;  there- 
firom  we  can  have  a  run  into  the  Eeich,  according  to 
circumstances.  In  this  wide  route  there  lie  many  Courts 
and  scenes,  which  it  might  hehove  us  to  look  into; 
Courts  needing  to  he  encouraged  to  stand  for  the 
Kaiser's  rights,  against  those  English,  French  and  in- 
trusive Foreigners  of  the  Seville  Treaty.  We  may 
hope  at  least  to  ease  our  own  heavy  mind,  and  have 
the  chaff  somewhat  hlown  out  of  it,  hy  this  rushing 
through  the  open  atmosphere.  —  Such,  so  far  as  I  can 
gather,  were  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  objects  in  this  Jour- 
ney; which  turned  out  to  be  a  more  celebrated  one 
than  he  expected.  The  authentic  records  of  it  are 
slight,  the  rumovurs  about  it  have  been  many.*  AJter 
painful  sifting  through  mountains  of  dust  and  ashes  for 

*  FSrater  (ill.  l-llj^ntains  S«ckendorf  a  Narrative,  as  sent  to  Vienna; 
Preoss  (ly.470),  a  Prasittb  Relatio  exActist  these  are  the  only  two  original 
pieces  which  I  have  seen;  Excerpts  of  others  (correct  doubtless,  but  not 
lo  M  rary  distinct  condition)  occur  in  Ranke,  i.  394-840. 
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a  poor  cinder  of  a  fact  here  and  tliere,  our  duty  is,  to 
tell  the  English  reader,  one  good  time,  what  certainties, 
or  available  cinders,  have  anywhere  turned  up. 

Crown  Prince  Friedrich,  it  has  been  decided,  after 
some  consultation,  shall  go  with  his  Majesty.  Better 
he  so  with  us,  to  be  under  our  own  eyes,  lest  he  run 
awjay,  or  do  other  mischief.  Old  General  Buddenbrock, 
old  Colonel  Waldau,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eochow 
travel  in  the  same  carriage  with  the  Prince;  are  to 
keep  a  strict  watch  oVer  him,  one  of  them  at  least  to 
be  always  by  him.  Old  General  Buddenbrock,  a  grim 
but  human  old  military  gentleman,  who  has  been  in  all 
manner  of  wars:  he  fought  at  Steenkirk  even,  and  in 
the  Siege  of  Namur,  under  Dutch  William;  stood, 
thr'ough  Malplaquet  and  much  else,  under  Marlborough; 
did  the  Siege  of  Stralsund  too,  and  descent  on  Eiigen 
there,  which  was  not  his  first  acquaintance  with  Karl 
of  Sweden;  and  is  a  favourite  old  friend  of  Friedrich 
Wilhelm's.  A  good  old  gentleman,  though  very  strict; 
now  hard  on  sixty.     He  is  chief  of  the  Three. 

Old  Waldau,  not  younger,  though  still  only  Colonel 
of  Horse,  likewise  celebrates  the  Malplaquet  anniver- 
sary; a  Pomeranian  man,  and  silent  smoker  in  the 
Tabagie,  well  seen  by  the  master  there.  To  these  two 
elderly  authorities.  Lieutenant -Colonel  Rochow,  still- 
only  about  forty,  and  probably  sharper  of  eye,  is  ad- 
joined as  active  partner.  I  conclude^  the  Prince  and 
Buddenbrock  ride  face  forward;  Bit||3enbrock  can  tell 
him  about  so  many  things,  if  he  is  conversible:  about 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great*  IV,       ^  ^ 
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Dutch  William;  about  Charles  XII.,  whose  Polish 
fights  he  witnessed,  as  an  envoy  firorii  Berlin,  long  ago. 
A  Colonel  Er5cher,  I  find,  is  general  manager  of  the 
Journey:  —  and  it  does  not  escape  notice  that  Fried- 
rich,  probably  out  of  youthfiil  curiosity,  seems  always 
very  anxious  to  know,  to  the  uttermost  settled  point, 
where  our  fiiture  stages  are  to  be.  His  Boyal  Highness 
laid-in  a  fair  stock  of  District  Maps,  especially  of  the 
Rhine  Countries,  at  Leipzig,  too;*  and  is  assiduous  in 
studying  them,  —  evidently  very  desirous  to  know  the 
face  of  Germany,  the  Rhine  Countries  in  particular? 

Potsdam,  Wittenberg,  Leij^^ig,  the  wheels  rush 
rapidly  on,  stage  succeeding  stage;  and  early  in  the 
afternoon  we  are  at  Leipzig,  —  never  looking  out  at 
Luther^s  vestiges,  or  Karl  V.'s,  or  thinking  about  Luther, 
which  thou  and  I,  good  English  reader,  would  surely 
have  done,  in  crossing  Wittenberg  and  the  birthplace 
of  Protestantism.  At  Leipzig  we  were  thinking  to 
have  dined.  At  the  Peter's  Gate  there,  —  where  at 
least  fresh  horses  are,  and  a  topographic  Crown-Prince 
can  send  hastily  to  buy  maps,  —  a  General  Hopf- 
garten,  Commandant  of  the  Town,  is  out  with  the  mili- 
tary honours;  he  has,  as  we  privately  know,  an  excel- 
lent dinner  ready  in  the  Pleissenburg  Fortress  yonder,** 
—  but  he  compliments  to  a  dreadful  extent!  Ha- 
rangues and  compliments  in  no  end  of  florid  inflated 
tautologic  ornamental  balderdash;  repeating  and  again 
repeating,  Whajr%jiever-imagined  honour  it  is;  in  par- 

•  FSrster,  iii.  2. 
**  Fassmann ,  p.  410. 
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ticnlar  saying  three  times  over,  How  the  Majesty  of 
Saxony,  King  August,  had  he  known,  would  have 
wished  for  wings  to  fly  hither;  and  bowing  to  the  very 
ground,  *'as  if,  in  the  Polish  manner,  he  wished  to 
clasp  your  feet,"  said  Friedrich  Wilhehn  afterwards. 
I  can  fancy  Friedrich  Wilhelm  somewhat  startled! 
How,  at  the  first  mention  of  this  idea  of  big  August, 
with  his  lame  foot,  taking  wing,  and  coming  like  a 
gigantic  partridge,  with  lame  foot  and  cocked  hat, 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  grinned.  How  at  the  second  men- 
tion, and  Polish  threat  of  your  feet,  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
who  hates  all  lies,  a^d  cares  not  for  salutations  in  the 
market-place,  jerks  himself  impatiently  and  saves  his 
feet.  At  the  third  mention,  clear  it  is,  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm utters  the  word,  *•' Anspannm^  Horses!"  —  and  in 
very  truth  takes  to  the  road  again;  hungry  indeed,  but 
still  angrier;  leaving  Hopfgarten  bent  into  the  shape  of 
a  parabola,  and  his  grand  dinner  cooling  fatile,  in  what 
tragic  humour  we  can  imagine.  Why  has  no  Prussian 
Painter  done  that  scene?  Let  another  Chodowiecky, 
when  another  comes,  try  whether  he  cannot.* 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  regretted  the  dinner,  regretted 
to  hurt  the  good  man's  feelings;  but  could  stand  it  no 
longer.  He  rushes  off  for  Meuselwitz,  where  Secken- 
dorf,  with  at  least  silence,  and  some  cold  collation 
instead  of  dinner,  is  awaiting  him.  Twenty  miles  off 
is  Meuselwitz ;  up  the  flat  valley  of  the  Pleisse  Eiver, 
towards  Altenburg:  through  a  regum  memorable,  were 
we  not  so  hungry.     Famed  fights  hanne  had  their  arena 

*  Fassmann,  p.  411. 
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here;  Ltitzen,  the  top  of  its  church-steeple  visible  on 
your  right,  it  is  there  where  the  great  Gustavus  fell 
two  hundred  years  ago:  on  that  wide  champaign,  a 
kind  of  Bullring  of  the  Nations,  how  many  fights  have 
been,  and  will  be!  Altenburg  one  does  not  see  tonight: 
happy  were  we  but  at  Meuselwitz,  a  few  miles  nearer, 
and  had  seen  what  dinner  the  old  Feldzcugmeister 
has. 

Dinner  enough,  we  need  not  doubt  The  old  Feld- 
zeugmeister  has  a  big  fine  Schloss  at  Meuselwitz;  his 
by  unexpected  inheritance;  with  uncommonly  fine 
gardens;  —  with  a  good  old  Wife,-  moreover,  blithe 
though  childless;  —  and  he  is  capable  of  "lighting 
more  than  one  candle"  when  a  King  comes  to  visit 
him.  Doubtless  the  man  hurls  his  thrift;  into  abeyance; 
and  blazes  out  with  conspicuous  splendour,  on  this  oc- 
casion. A  beautiful  Castle  indeed,  this  Meuselwitz  of 
his;  the  towers  of  Altenburg  visible  in  the  distance: 
Altenburg,  where  Kunz  von  Kauffungen  stole  the  two 
little  Princes,  centuries  ago;  —  where  we  do  not  mean 
to  pause  at  this  time.  On  the  morrow  morning,  — 
unless  they  chose  to  stay  over  Sunday,  which  I  cannot 
affirm  or  deny,  —  Seckendorf  also  has  made  his  pack- 
ages; and  joins  himself  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  august 
travelling  party.  Doing  here  a  portion  of  the  long 
space  (length  of  the  Terrestrial  Equator  in  all)  which 
he  is  fated  to  accomplish  in  the  way  of  riding  with 
that  Monarch.       ^^ 

From  MeusetiUte,  through  Altenburg,  Gera,  Saal- 
feld,  to  Coburg,  is  our  next  day's  journey.     Up  one 
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fork  of  the  Leipzig  Pleisse,  then  across  the  Leipzig 
Elster,  these  streams  now  dwindling  to  brooks;  leading 
US  np  to  the  watershed,  or  central  Hill  countries  between 
the  Mayn  and  Saale  Rivers;  where  the  same  shower 
will  run  partly,  on  this  hand,  northward,  by  the  Elster, 
Pleisse  or  other  labyrinthic  course,  into  the  Saale,  into 
the  Elbe;  and  partly,  on  the  other  hand,  will  flow 
southward  into  the  Mayn;  and  so',  after  endless  wind- 
ings in  the  Fir  Mountains  {Fichtel-Gebirge),  get  by 
Frankfurt  into  the  Bhine  at  Maintz.  Mayn  takes  the 
south  end  of  your  shower;  Saale  takes  the  north,  — 
or  farther  east  yonder,  shower  will  roll  down  into  the 
same  grand  Elbe-river  by  the  Mulde  (over  which  the 
Old  Dessauer  is  minded  to  build  a  new  stone  bridge; 
Wallenstein  and  others,  as  well  as  Time,  have  ruined 
many  bridges  there).  That  is  the  line  of  the  primeval 
mountains,  and  their  ever-flowing  rain-courses,  in  those 
parts. 

At  Gera,  dim  old  Town,  —  does  not  your  Royal 
Highness  well  know  the  "Gera  Bond  {Geraische  Ver- 
tragy?  Duhan  did  not  forget  to  inform  you  of  that? 
It  is  the  comer-stone  of  the  House  of  Brandenburg's 
advancement  in  the  world.  Here,  by  your  august  an- 
cestors, the  Law  of  Primogeniture  was  settled,  and 
much  rubbish  was  annihilated  in  the  House  of  Bran- 
denburg: Eldest  Son  always  to  inherit  the  Electorate 
unbroken;  after  Anspach  and  Baireuth  no  more  apa- 
nages, upon  any  cause  or  pretext  whaetsoever;  and  these 
themselves  to  lapse  irrevocable  to  the  main  or  Electoral 
House,  should  they  ever  fall  vacant  again.    TVsi"^  tesci^. 
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of  the  decisive  sense  that  was  in  the  Hohenzollems;  of 
their  fine  talent  for  annihilating  rubbish,  —  which  feat, 
if  a  man  can  do  it,  and  keep  doing  it,  will  more  than 
most  others  accelerate  his  course  in  this  world.  It  was 
in  this  dim  old  Town  of  Gera,  in  the  Year  1598,  by 
him  that  had  the  twenty-three  children,  that  the  "  Qera 
Bond^^  was  brought  to  parchment  But  indeed  it  was 
intrinsically  only  a  r^ewal,  more  solemnly  sanctioned, 
of  Albert  Achilles^s  Haus-Ordnung  (House-Order),  done 
in  1478,  above  a  century  earlier.  — 

But  see,  we  are  under  way  again.  His  Prussian 
Majesty  rushes  forward  without  pause;  willstop  no- 
where, except  where  business  demands:  no  Majesty  of 
his  day  travels  at  such  a  speed.  Orlamiinde  an  hour 
hence,  —  your  Eoyal  Highness  has  heard  of  Orlamiinde 
and  its  famed  Counts  of  a  thousand  years  back,  when 
Kaiser  Eedbeard  was  in  the  world,  and  the  Junior 
Hohenzollem,  tired  of  hawking,  came  down  from  the 
Hills  to  him?  Orlamiinde  (Orla-m(m^/«)  is  not  far  off, 
on  our  right;  and  this  itself  is  the  Orla;  this  pleasant 
streamlet  we  are  now  quitting,  which  has  borne  us 
company  for  some  time:  this  too  will  get  into  the  Saale, 
and  be  at  Magdeburg,  quite  beyond  the  Dessauer^s 
Bridge,  early  tomorrow.  Ha,  here  at  last  is  Saalfeld, 
Town  and  Schloss,  and  the  incipient  Saale  itself:  his 
Serene  Highness  Saalfeld -Coburg's  little  Residenz;  — 
probably  his  Majesty  will  call  on  him,  in  passing? 
I  have  no  doubt  bjd.  does;  and  transacts  the  civilities 
needfriL  '^' 

Christian  Ernst,  whose  Schloss  this  is,  a  gentleman 
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of  his  Majesty^s  age  (born  1683),  married  an  amiable 
Frdulein  not  of  quality,  wliom  indeed  the  Kaiser  has 
ennobled:  he  lives  here,  —  I  think,  courting  the  shade 
rather;  and  rules  conjointly  with  his  younger  Brother, 
or  Half-Brother,  Franz  Josias,  who  resides  at  Coburg. 
Dukes  of  Saalfeld-Coburg,  such  is  their  style,  and  in 
good  part  their  possession;  though,  it  is  well  known  to 
this  travelling  party  and  the  world,  there  has  been  a 
Lawsuit  about  Coburg  this  half-century  and  more;  and 
though  somewhere  about  200  ^^Conclusa"*  or  Decrees 
of  Aulic  Coimcil,  have  been  given  in  favour  of  the 
Saalf<^ers,  their  rivals  of  Meiningen  never  end.  Nor 
will  end  yet,  for  five  years  more  to  come;  till,  in  1735, 
"206  Conclusa  being  given,"  they  do  end,  and  leave 
the  Saalfelders  in  peaceable  possession;  who  continue 
so  ever  since  to  this  day.**  How  long  his  Majesty 
paused  in  that  Schloss  of  Saalfeld,  or  what  he  there 
did,  or  what  he  spake,  —  except  perhaps  encourage 
Christian  Ernst  to  stand  by  a  Kaiser^s  Majesty  against 
these  French  insolences,  and  the  native  German, 
Spanish,  English  derelictions  of  duty,  —  we  are  left  to 
the  vaguest  guess  of  fancy.  And  must  get  on  to  Coburg 
for  the  night. 

At  Coburg,  in  its  snug  valley,  under  the  Festung 
or  Hill  Castle,  —  where  Martin  Luther  sat  solitary, 
during  the  Diet  of  Augsburg  (Diet  known  to  us,  our 
old  £iend  Margraf  George  of  Anspach  hypothetically 

•  Michaelis,  i.  524 «  618;  Biisohing,  ErdheschMlibung ,  ▼!.  2464;  (Ertel, 
t.74;  Hfibner,  t.  166. 

**  Carlyle*s  Miscellaniss,  iv.  §  Prinz9nrauh, 
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^^laying  his  head  on  the  block^*  there,  and  the  great 
Kaiser,  Karl  V.,  practically  burning  daylight,  with 
pitiable  spilling  of  wax,  in  the  Corpus-Christi  prooes- 
sion  there),*  where  Martin  Lather  sat  solitaiy,  and 
wrote  that  celebrated  Letter  about  "Crowg  holding 
^^ their  Parliament  all  round,"  and  how  "the  PiUars  of 
"the  world  were  never  seen  by  any  body,  and  yet  the 
"world  is  held  up,  in  these  dumb  continents  of  space;" 
—  at  Coburg,  we  will  not  doubt,  his  Majesty  found 
Franz  Josias  at  home,  and  illuminated  to  receiye  him. 
Franz  Josias,  a  hearty  man  of  thirty-five,  he  too  will 
stand  by  the  Kaiser  in  these  coming  storms?  With  a 
weak  contingent  truly,  perhaps  some  score  or  two  of 
fighters:  but  many  a  little  makes  a  mickle!  —  I  re- 
mark, however,  two  points,  of  a  merely  genealogical 
nature.  First,  that  Franz  Josias  has,  or  rather  is  going 
to  have,  a  younger  Son,**  who  in  some  sixty  years 
hence  will  become  dread^lly  celebrated  in  the  streets 
of  Paris,  as  "Austrian  Cobuxg."  The  Austrian  Cobnrg 
of  Eobespierre  and  Company.  An  immeasurable  terror 
and  portent,  —  not  much  harm  in  him,  either,  when  he 
actually  comes,  with  nothing  but  the  Duke  of  York 
and  Dunkirk  for  accompaniment,  —  to  those  revolu- 
tionary French  of  1792-4.  This  is  point  first.  Point 
^second  is  perhaps  still  more  interesting;  this  namely: 
That  Franz  Josias  has  an  Eldest  Son  (boy  of  six  when 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  makes  his  visit),  —  a  GRANDSOiir^s 
GRANDSON  of  whom  is,  at  this  day,  Prince  of  Wales 

*  Antea,  vol.  i.  p.  281. 
••  Frlodrlch  Josias:  1787-1815. 
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among  the  English  People,  and  to  me  a  subject  of  in- 
tense reflection  now  and  then!  — 

From  Gobnrg,  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  after  pause  again 
unknown,  rushed  on  to  Bamberg;  new  scenes  and  ever 
new  opening  on  the  eyes  of  our  young  Hero  and  his 
Papa.  The  course  is  down  the  valley  of  the  Itz,  one 
of  the  many  little  valleys  in  the  big  slope  of  the 
Eodach;  for  the  waters  are  now  turned,  and  all  streams 
and  brooks  are  gurgling  incessantly  towards  the  Mayn. 
Towards  Frankfurt,  Maintz,  and  the  Ehine,  —  far 
enough  from  the  Saale,  Mulde,  or  the  Old  Dessauer^s 
Bridge  today;  towards  Eotterdam  and  the  uttermost 
Dutch  swamps  today.  Near  upon  Bamberg  we  cross 
the  Mayn  itself;  Eed  Mayn  and  White  conjoined,  com- 
ing from  Culmbach  and  Baireuth,  —  mark  that,  your 
Highness.  A  country  of  pleasant  hills  and  vines:  and 
in  an  hour  hence,  through  thick  fir-woods,  —  each  side 
of  your  road  horribly  decked  with  gibbeted  thieves 
swinging  aloft,*  —  you  arrive  at  Bamberg,  chief  of 
Bishoprics,  the  venerable  town;  whose  Bishop,  famous 
in  old  times,  is  like  an  Archbishop,  and  "gets  his  pal- 
"lium  direct  from  the  Pope,"  —  much  good  may  it  do 
him.  "Is  bound,  however,  to  give  up  his  Territory,  if 
"the  Kaiser  elected  is  landless,"  —  far  enough  from 
likely  now.  And  so  you  are  at  last  fairly  in  the  Mayn 
Valley;  River  Mayn  itself  a  little  step  to  north;  —  long 
course    and   many   wide   windings   between   you   and 

*  PSIlnltx:  Memoirs  and  Letters  (English  Translation,  London,  1745), 
1.  209.  Let  me  say-  again ,  this  is  a  different  Bool:  from  ttie  **  Memoirs  of 
Pb*llnitz;**  and  a  still  different  from  the  Memoiren,  or  "Memoirs  of  Bran- 
denbnrg  by  PVUnitz :  **  snch  the  excellence  of  nomenclaUxte  VivWittX  oX^lo^^ 
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Maintz  or  Frank^irt,  not  to  speak  of  Botterdam,  and 
the  nltimate  Dutch  swamps. 

At  Bamberg  why  should  a  PnissiaQ  Hsgesty  linger, 
except  for  picturesque  or  for  mere  baiting  purposes? 
At  Bamberg  are  certain  fat  Catholic  Canons,  in  indo- 
lent, opulent  circumstances;  and  a  couple  of  sublime^ 
Palaces,  without  any  Bishop  in  them  at  present  'Neat 
indeed  does  one  much  want  Papist  Bishops,  wherever 
they  get  their  pallium;  of  them  as  well  keep  to  wind- 
ward! thinks  his  Migesty.  And  indeed  there  is  no 
Bishop  here.  The  present  Bishop  of  Bamberg,  Cardinal 
Sinzendorf  by  name,  is  a  Kaiser^s  Minister  of  State; 
lives  at  Vienna,  enveloped  in  red  tape,  as  well  as  red 
hat  and  stockings;  and  needs  no  exhortation  in  the 
ELaiser^s  favour.  Let  us  yoke  again,  and  go.  —  Fir- 
woods  all  round,  and  dead  malefactors  blackening  in 
the  wind:  this  latter  point  I  know  of  the  then  Bam- 
berg; and  have  explanation  of  it  Namely,  that  the 
Cardinal-Bishop,  though  a  humane  Catholic,  is  obliged 
to  act  so.  His  small  Domain  borders  on  some  six  or 
seven  bigger  sovereignties;  and,  being  Ecclesiastical,  is 
made  a  cesspool  to  the  neighbouring  scoundrelism; 
which  state  of  things  this  Cardinal  has  said  shall  cease. 
Young  JBViedrich  may  look,  therefore,  and  old  Friedridi 
Wilhelm  and  Suite;  and  make  of  it  what  they  can. 

*' Bamberg,  through  Erlangen,  to  Ntimberg:"  so 
runs  the  way.  At  Erlangen  there  loiters  now,  re- 
cruiting, a  certain  Eittmeister  von  Katte,  cousin  to  our 
Potsdam  Lieutenant  and  confidant;  to  him  this  transit 
of  the  Majesty  and  Crown-Prince  must  be  an  event 
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like  few,  in  that  stagnant  place.  French  Eefugees  are 
in  Erlangen,  busy  building  new  straight  streets;  no 
University  as  yet;  —  nay  a  high  Dowager  of  Baireuth 
is  in  it,  somewhat  exuberant  Lady  (friend  Weissenfels^s 
Sister),  on  whom  Friedrich  Wilhelm  must  call  in  pass- 
ing. This  high  Widow  of  Baireuth  is  not  Mother  of 
the  present  Heir- Apparent  there,  who  will  wed  our 
Wilhelmina  one  day:  —  ah  no,  his  Mother  was  "^'- 
vorced  for  weighty  reasons;"*  and  his  Father  yet  liye8f 
in  the  single  state;  a  comparatively  prosperous  gen- 
tleman these  four  years  last. past;  Successor,  since  four 
years  past,  of  this  Lady^s  Husband,  who  was  his  Coujsin- 
german.  Dreadfully  poor  before  that,  the  present  Mar^ 
graf  of  Baireuth,  as  we  once  explained;  but  now  things 
are  looking  up  with  him  again,  some  jingle  of  money 
heard  in  the  coders  of  the  man;  and  his  eldest  Prince, 
a  fine  young  fellow,  only  apt  to  stammer  a  little  when 
agitated,  is  at  present  doing  the  return  part  of  the 
Grand  Tour,  —  coming  home  by  Geneva,  they  say. 

Bittmeister  von  Katte,  I  doubt  not,  witnesses  this 
transit  of  the  incognito  Majesty,  this  call  upon  the 
exuberant  Dowager;  but  can  have  little  to  say  to  it,  he. 
I  hope  he  is  getting  tall  recruits  here  in  the  Eeich; 
that  will  be  the  useful  point  for  him.  He  is  our  I4QU- 
tenant  Katte^s  Cousin,  an  elder  and  wiser  man  than  the 
Lieutenant.  A  Reichsgraf^s  and  Field-marshal's  ne- 
phew, he  ought  to  get  advanced  in  his  profession;  — 
and  can  hope  to  do  so  when  he  has  deserved  it,  not 
sooner  at  all,  in  that  thrice-fortunate  Cotmtry.    L^t  the 

*  HfibxMr,  t.  181. 
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Eittmeister  liere  keep  himself  well  apart  from  what  is 
not  his  business,  and  look  out  for  tall  men. 

Bamberg  is  halfvraj- house  between  Coburg  and 
Ntimberg:  whole  distance  of  Coburg  and  Ntimberg,  — 
say  a  hundred  and  odd  miles,  —  is  only  a  fair  day^s 
driving  for  a  rapid  King.  And  at  Niimberg,  surely, 
we  must  lodge  for  a  night  and  portion  of  a  day,  if  not 
for  more.  On  the  morrow,  it  is  but  a  thirty-five  miles 
drive  to  Anspach;  pleasant  in  the  summer  evening,  after 
all  the  sights  in  this  old  Niimberg,  "city  of  the  Nori- 
cans,  (Noricorum  Burgu'm)^  •  Trading  Staple  of  the  Ger- 
man world  in  old  days;  Toyshop  of  the  German  world 
in  these  new.  Albert  Diirer's  and  Hans  Sachs's  City,  — 
mortals  infinitely  indifferent  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm.  But  is 
it  not  the  seed-ground  of  the  Hohenzollems,  this  Niim- 
berg, memorable  above  cities  to  a  Prussian  Majesty? 
Yes,  there  in  that  old  white  Castle,  now  very  peaceable, 
they  dwelt*,  considerably  liable  to  bickerings  and  mu- 
tinous heats;  and  needed  all  their  skill  and  strength  to 
keep  matters  straight.  It  is  now  upon  Seven-Hundred 
years  since  the  Cadet  of  HohenzoUem  gave  his  hawk 
the  slip,  patted  his  dog  for  the  last  time,  and  came 
down  from  the  Eough-Alp  countries  hitherward.  And 
found  favour,  not  unmerited  I  fancy,  with  the  great 
Kaiser  Eedbeard,  and  the  fair  Heiress  of  the  Yohburgs ; 
and  in  fact,  with  the  Earth  and  with  the  Heavens,  in 
some  degree.  A  loyal,  clever  and  gallant  kind  of 
young  fellow,  if  your  Majesty  will  think?  Much  has 
grown  and  waned  since  that  time:  but  the  Hohenzol- 
lems, ever  since,  are  on  the  waxing  hand;  —  unless 
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this    accursed   Treaty    of  Seville    aud    these   English 
Matches  pnt  a  stop  to  them? 

Alas,  it  is  not  likely  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  in  the 
hurry  and  grating  whirl  of  things,  had  many  poetic 
thoughts  in  him,  or  pious  auroral  memories  from  the 
Past  Ages,  instead  of  grumbly  dusty  provocations  from 
the  present,  —  his  feeling,  haste  mainly,  and  need  of 
getting  through!  The  very  Crown-Prince,  I  should 
guess,  was  as  good  as  indifferent  to  this  antique  Cadet 
of  the  HohenzoUems*,  and  looked  on  Ntimberg  and  the 
old  white  Castle  with  little  but  ennui:  the  Princess  of 
England,  and  black  cares  on  her  beautiful  account  and 
his  own,  possess  him  too  exclusively.  But  in  truth  we 
do  not  even  know  what  day  they  arrived  or  departed; 
much  less  what  they  did  or  felt  in  that  old  City.  We 
know  only  that  the  pleasant  little  Town  of  Anspach, 
with  its  huge  unfinished  Schloss^  lay  five-and-thirty 
miles  away;  and  that  thither  was  the  next  and  quasi- 
final  bit  of  driving.  Southwestward  thirty-five  miles; 
through  fine  summer  hills  and  dales;  climbing  always, 
gently,  on  the  southward  hand;  still  drained  by  the 
Mayn  Eiver,  by  the  Eegnitz  and  other  tributaries  of 
the  Mayn:  —  half-way  is  Heilsbronn,*  with  its  old 
Monastery;  where  the  bones  of  our  HohenzoUem  Fore- 
fathers rest,  and  Albert  Achilles^s  *' skull,  with  no  su- 
tures  visible."      On  the   gloomy    Church-walls    their 

*  Not  Hollbronn,  the  well-known,  much  larger  Town,  in  Wlirtcmbergf 
80  or  100  miles  to  westward.  Both  names  (which  are  applied  to  still  other 
places)  signify  HeaUh-Wellt  or  even  Holy-Well,  —  these  two  words,  Healthy 
«Bd  Holy,  being  the  same  in  old  Teutonic  speech. 
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memorials  are  still  legible:  as  for  the  Monastery  itself, 
Margraf  George  our  mem(»rable  Keformation  Meiid, 
abolished  that,  —  pm^ed  die  monks  away,  and  put 
Schoolmasters  in  their  stead;  who  were  long  of  good 
renown  in  those  parts,  but  have  since  gone  to  Erkuigen, 
so  to  speak.  The  July  sunset  streaming  ovet  those 
old  spires  of  Heilsbronn  might  awaken  thoughts  in  a 
Prussian  Majesty,  were  he  not  in  such  haste. 

At  Anspach,  what  a  thrice-hospitable  youthftilly 
joyful  welcome  from  the  young  married  couple  there. 
Margravine  Friderika  is  still  not  quite  sixteen;  '^beauti- 
ftd  as  Day,"  and  rather  foolish:  fancy  her  joy  at  sight 
of  Papa^s  Majesty  and  Brother  Fritz;  and  how  she 
dances  about,  and  perhaps  bakes  ^^ pastries  of  the  finest 
Anspach  flour."  Ah,  did  you  send  me  Berlin  sausajg^es, 
then,  you  untrue  Papa?  Well,  I  will  bake  for  you, 
won't  I;  —  Sarah  herself  not  more  loyally  (whom  we 
read  of  in  Genesis)^  that  time  the  Angels  entered  her 
tent  in  a  hungry  condition!  — 

Anspach,  as  we  hint,  has  an  unfinished  Palace,  of 
a  size  that  might  better  beseem  Paris  or  London; 
Palace  begun  by  former  Margrafe,  left  off  once  and 
again  for  want  of  cash;  stands  there  as  a  sad  monument 
of  several  things;  —  the  young  family  living  mean- 
while in  some  solid  comfortable  wing,  or  adjacent  edi- 
fice, of  natural  dimensions.  They  are  so  young,  as  we 
say,  and  not  too  wise.  By  and  by  they  had  a  son, 
and  then  a  second  son;  which  latter  ciune  to  manhood, 
to  old  age;  and  made  some  noise  in  the  foolish  parts  of 
the  Newspapers,  —  winding  up  finally  at  Hammersmith, 
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as  we  oftien  explain;  —  and  was  the  last  of  theAns- 
pach-Bdireutli  Matrgraves.  I  have  heard  farther  that 
Friderika  did  not  want  for  temper,  as  the  Hohenzol- 
lems  seldom  do;  that  her  Husband  likewise  had  his 
Ofm  stock  of  it,  rather  scant  of  wisdom  withal;  and 
that  their  life  was  not  quite  symphonious  always,  — 
^peciallj  cash  being  short  The  Dowager  Maxgrayine, 
MarkgritTs  Mother,  had  governed  with  great  prudence 
during  her  Son's  long  minority.  I  think  she  is  now, 
since  the  marriage,  gone  to  reside  at  her  Wittwensitz 
(Dowagerfleat)  of  Feuchtwang  (twenty  miles  southwest 
of  ns);  but  may  have  come  up  to  welcome  the  Migesties 
into  these  parts.  Very  beautiM,  I  hear;  still  almost 
young  and  charming,  though  there  is  a  mortal  malady 
upon  har,  which  she  knows  of.*  Here  are  certain 
Seekendorfs  too,  this  is  the  Feldzeugmeister's  native 
country;  —  and  there  are  resources  for  a  Royal  Tra- 
velling-Party. How  long  the  Royal  Party  staid  at 
Anspiach  I  do  not  know;  nor  what  they  did  there,  — 
—  except  that  Crown-Prince  Friedrich  is  said  to  have 
privately  asked  the  young  Margraf  to  lend  him  a  pair 
of  riding  horses,  and  say  nothing  of  it;  who,  suspecting 
something  wrong,  was  obliged  to  make  protestations 
and  refuse. 

As  to  the  Crown-Prince,  there  is  no  doubt  but  here 
at  last  things  are  actually  coming  to  a  crisis  with  him. 
To  say  truth,  it  has  been  the  young  man's  fixed  pur- 
pose ever  since  he  entered  on  this  Journey,  nay  was 

•  PSllnitzi  Memoirs  and  Letters,  i.  209  (date  29th  September  1729;  — 
need!  watching  before  believing). 
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ever  since  tliat  ignominy  in  the  Camp  of  Eadewitz,  to 
run  awaj;  —  and  indeed  all  this  while  he  has  measures 
going  on  with  ELatte  at  Berlin  of  the  now-or-never  sort 
Bash  young  creatures,  neither  of  them  twenty  yet;  not 
^  good  at  contriving  measures.  But  what  then?  Human 
nature  cannot  stand  this  always;  and  it  is  time  there 
were  an  end  of  deliberating.  Can  we  ever  have  such 
a  chance  again?  —  What  I  find  of  certain  concerning 
Friedrich  while  at  Anspach  is,  That  there  comes  by 
way  of  Erlangen,  guided  forward  from  that  place  by 
the  Rittmeister.  yon  Katte,  a  certain  messenger  and 
message,  which  proved  of  deep  importance  to  hisKoyal 
Highness.  The  messenger  was  Lieutenant  Katte^s  ser- 
vant; who  has  come  express  from  Berlin  hither.  He 
inquired,  on  the  road,  as  he  was  bidden,  at  Erlangen, 
of  Master's  Cousin,  the  experienced  Rittmeister,  Where 
his  I(oyal  Highness  at  present  was,  that  he  might  deliver 
a  Letter  to  him?  The  Master's  Cousin,  who  answered 
naturally,  "At  Anspach,"  knew  nothing,  and  naturally 
could  get  to  know  nothing,  of  what  the  message  in  this 
Letter  was.  But  he  judged,  from  cross -questionings, 
added  to  dim  whispering  rumours  he  had  heard,  that 
it  was  questionable,  probably  in  an  exkeme  degree. 
Wherefore,  along  with  his  Cousin  the  Lieutenant's  mes- 
senger to  Anspach,  the  Rittmeister  forwarded  a  Note  of 
his  own  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rochow,  of  this  purport, 
"As  a  friend,  I  warn  you,  have  a  watchful  eye  on  your 
high  charge!"  —  and,  for  his  own  share,  determined  to 
let  nothing  escape  him  in  his  comer  of  the  matter.  This 
Note  to  Rochow,  and  the  Berlin  Letter  for  the  Crown- 
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Prince  reach  Anspacli  by  the  same  hand;  Lieutenant 
Katte's  express,  conscious  of  nothing,  delivering  them 
both.  Eochow  and  the  Eittmeister,  though  the  poor 
Prince  does  not  know  it,  are  broad  awake  to  all  move- 
ments he  and  the  rash  Lieutenant  may  make. 

Lieutenant  Katte,  in  this  Letter  now  arrived,  com- 
plains: "That  he  never  yet  can  get  recruiting  furlough; 
"whether  it  be  by  accident,  or  that  Eochow  has  given 
"my  Colonel  a  hint,  no  furlough  yet  to  be  had:  will, 
"at  worst,  come  without  furlough  and  in  spite  of  all 
"men  and  things,  whenever  wanted.  Only  —  Wesel 
"still,  if  I  might  advise!"  This  is  the  substance  of 
Katte^s  message  by  express.  Date  must  be  the  end  of 
Jiily  1730;  but  neither  date  nor  Letter  is  now  any- 
where producible,  except  from  Hearsay. 

Deeply  pondering  these  things,  what  shall  the  poor 
Prince  do?  From  Canstatt,  close  byStuttgard,  a  Town 
on  our  homeward  route,  —  from  Canstatt,  where  Katte 
was  to  "  appear  in  disguise, "  had  the  furlough  been  got, 
one  might  have  slipt  away  across  the  Hills.  It  is  but 
eighty  miles  to  Strasburg,  through  the  Kniebiss  Pass, 
where  the  Murg,  the  Kinzig,  aod  the  intricate  winding 
mountain  streams  and  valleys  start  Ehine-ward:  a  laby- 
nnthic  rock-and-forest  country,  where  pursuit  or  tracking 
were  impossible.  Near  by  Strasburg  is  Count  Eothen- 
burg's  Chateau;  good  Eothenburg,  long  Minister  in  Ber- 
lin, —  who  saw  those  Pro  f 6 see  ^  or  Scavenger -Execu- 
tioners in  French  costume  long  since,  and  was  always 
good  to  me:  —  might  not  that  be  a  method?  Lieutenant ' 
Keith  indeed  is  in  Wesel,  waiting  only  &  aigcisX*   ^xx-^- 

Qarlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  IV,  S 
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pose  he  went  to  the  Hague,  and  took  soundings  there 
what  welcome  we  should  have?  No,  not  till  we  have 
actually  run;  beware  of  making  noise!  —  The  poor 
Prince  is  in  unutterable  perplexity;  can  only  answer 
Katte  by  that  Messenger  of  his,  to  the  effect  (date  and 
Letter  burnt  like  the  former):  "Doubt  is  on  every  hand; 
"doubt,  —  and  yet  certainty.  Will  write  again  before 
"undertaking  anything." 

And  there  is  no  question  he  did  write  again;  more 
than  once:  letters  by  the  post,  which  his  faithM  Lieu- 
tenant Katte  in  Berlin  received;  one  of  which,  however, 
stuck  on  the  road;  and  this  one,  —  by  some  industry 
of  postmasters  spirited  into  vigilance,  as  is  likeliest, 
though  others  say  by  mere  misaddressing,  by  "want  of 
Berlin  on  the  address,"  —  fell  into  the  hands  of  vigilant 
Rittmeister  Katte  at  Erlangen.  Who  grew  pale  in  reading 
it,  and  had  to  resolve  on  a  painful  thing!  This  was,  I 
suppose,  among  the  last  Letters  of  the  series;  and  must 
have  been  dated,  as  I  guess,  about  the  29th  of  July 
1730;  but  they  are  now  all  burnt,  huddled  rapidly  into 
annihilation,  and  one  cannot  say!  — 

Certain  it  is  that  the  Royal  Travelling  Party  left 
Anspach  in  a  few  days,  to  go,  southward  still,  "by  the 
(Ettingen  Country  towards  Augsburg."*  Feuchtwang 
{Wet  Wang,  not  Diirrwang  or  Dry  Wang)  is  the  first 
stage;  here  lives  the  Dowager  Margravine  of  Anspach: 
here  the  Prince  4oes  some  inconceivably  small  fault, 
"lets  a  knife,  which  he  is  handing  to  or  from  the  Serene 

*  Fassmann ,  p.  410. 
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Lady,  fall,"*  who,  as  she  is  weak,  may  suffer  by  the 
jingle;  for  which  Friedrich  Wilhelm  bursts  out  on  him 
like  the  Irish  Eebellion,  —  to  the  silent  despair  of  the 
poor  Prince.  The  poor  Prince  meditates  desperate  re- 
solutions, but  has  to  keep  them  strictly  to  himself., 

Doubtless  the  Buddenbrock  Trio,  good  old  military 
gentlemen,  would  endeavour  to  speak  comfort  to  him, 
when  they  were  on  the  road  again.  Here  is  Nordlingen, 
yo^  Highness,  where  Bemhard  of  Weimar,  for  his  over- 
haste,  got  so  beaten  in  the  Thirty- Years  War;  would  not 
wait  till  the  Swedes  were  rightly  gathered:  what  ge^ 
neral,  if  he  have  reinforcement  at  hand,  would  not  wait 
for  it?  The  waters  now,  you  observe,  run  all  into  the 
Womitz,  into  the  Donau:  it  is  a  famed  war  country 
this;  known  to  me  well  in  my  young  Eugene-Marl- 
borough  days!  —  "Hm,  Ha,  yes!"  For  the  Prince  is 
preoccupied  with  black  cares;  and  thinks  Blenheim  and 
the  Schellenberg  businesses  befel  long  since,  and  were 
perhaps  simple  to  what  he  has  now  on  hand.  That 
Feuchtwang  scene,  it  would  iappear,  has  brought  him 
to  a  resolution.  There  is  a  young  Page  Keith  of  the 
party,  Lieutenant  Keith  of  Wesel's  Brother;  of  this 
Page  Keith,  who  is  often  busy  about  horses,  he  cau- 
tiously makes  question.  What  help  may  be  in  him?  A 
willing  mind  traceable  in  this  poor  lad,  but  his  terrors 
great 

To  Donauworth  from  Anspach  through  Feuchtwang 
and  Nordlingen  is  some  seventy  or  eighty  miles.  At 
Donauwbrth  one  surely  ought  to  lodge,  and  see  the' 

•  Ranke,  i.  804  ("flrom  a  Letter  the  Prince  had  ^tilten  to  ¥L»Mbb'*'^. 

a* 
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Schellenberg  on  the  morrow;  nay  drive  to  the  Field  of 
Hoehstadt  (Blenheim,  BUndheim)^  which  is  but  a  few 
miles  farther  up  the  River?  Buddenbrock  was  there, 
and  Anhalt- Dessau:  for  their  very  sake,  were  there 
nothing  farther,  one  surely  ought  to  go?  Such  was  the 
probability,  a  visit  to  Blenheim  field  in  passing.  And 
surely,  somewhere  in  those  heart-rending  masses  of 
Historical  Rubbish,  I  did  at  last  find  express  evanescent 
mention  of  the  fact,  —  but  cannot  now  say  where;  — 
the  exact  record,  or  conceivable  image  of  which,  would 
have  been  a  perceptible  pleasure  to  us.  Alas,  in  those 
dim  dreary  Books,  all  whirling  dismal  round  one's  soul, 
like  vortices  of  dim  Brandenburg  sand,  how  should 
anything  human  be  searched  out  and  mentioned  to  us; 
and  a  thousand  things  not-human  be  searched  out,  and 
eternally  suppressed  from  us,  for  the  sake  of  that?  I 
please  myself  figuring  young  Friedrich  looking  at  the 
vestiges  of  Marlborough,  even  in  a  preoccupied  un- 
certain manner.  Your  Majesty  too,  this  is  the  very 
"Schellenberg  (or  Jingle- Hill) ^^''  this  Hill  we  are  now 
skirting,  on  highways,  on  swift  wheels;  which  over- 
hangs Donauworth,  our  resting-place  this  hot  July  even- 
ing. Yes,  your  Majesty,  here  was  a  feat  of  storming 
done,  —  pang,  pang!  —  such  a  noise  as  never  jingled 
on  that  Hill  before:  like  Doomsday  come;  and  a  hero- 
head  to  rule  the  Doomsday ,  and  turn  it  to  heroic  march- 
ing music.  A  very  pretty  feat  of  war,  your  Majesty! 
His  Majesty  well  knows  it;  feat  of  his  Marlborough's 
doing,  famed  everywhere  for  the  twenty-six  years  last 
past;  and  will  go  to  see  the  Schellenberg  and  its  Lines. 
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The  great  Duke  is  dead  four  years;  sank  sadly,  eclipsed 
under  tears  of  dotage  of 'his  own,  and  under  human 
stupidity  of  other  men's  1  But  Buddenbrock  is  stiU  living, 
Anhalt-Dessau  and  others  of  us  are  still  alive  a  little 
while  I 

Hochstadt  itself,  —  Blenheim,  as  the  English  call 
it,  jneamag  Blindheim,  the  other  village  on  the  Field, — 
is  but  a  short  way  up  the  River;  well  worth  such  a  de- 
tour. By  what  way  they  drove  to  the  field  of  honour 
and  back  from  it,  I  do  not  know.  But  there,  northward 
towards  the  heights,  is  the  little  wood  where  Anhalt- 
Dessau  stood  at  bay  like  a  Molossian  dog,  of  consum* 
mate  military  knowledge;  and  saved  the  Fight  in  Eu- 
gene's quarter  of  it  That  is  visible  enough;  and  worth 
looking  at.  Visible  enough  the  rolling  Donau,  Marl- 
borough's place;  the  narrow  ground,  the  bordering  Hills 
all  green  at  this  season; —  and  down  old  Buddenbrock's 
cheek,  and  Anhalt's,  there  would  roll  an  iron  tear  or 
two.  Augsburg  is  but  some  thirty  miles  off,  once  we 
are  across  the  Donau,  —  by  the  Bridge  of  Donauworth, 
or  the  Ferry  of  Hochstadt,  —  swift  travellers  in  a  long 
day,  the  last  of  July, » are  soon  enough  at  Augsburg. 

As  for  Friedrich,  haunted  and  whipt  onwards  by 
that  scene  at  Feuchtwang,  he  is  inwardly  very  busy 
during  this  latter  part  of  the  route.  Probably  there  is 
some  progress  towards  gaining  Page  Keith,  Lieutenant 
Keith  of  Wesel's  Brother;  some  hope  that  Page  Keith, 
at  the  right  moment,  can  be  gained:  the  Lieutenant  at 
Wesel  is  kept  duly  advised.  To  Lieutenant  Katte  at 
Berlin  Friedrich  now  writes,  I  should  judgft  ftcomTi^ 
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nauworth  or  Augsburg,  "That  he  has  had  a  scene  at 
"Feuchtwang;  that  he  can  stand  it  no  longer.  That 
"Canstatt  being  given  up,  as  Katte  cannot  be  there  to 
"go  across  the  Bjiiebiss  with  us,  we  will  endure,  till 
"we  are  ne^jr  enough  the  Ehine.  Once  in  the  Rhine- 
"land,  in  some  quiet  Town  there,  handy  for  Speyer, 
"for  French  Landau,"  —  say  Sinzheim,  last  stage  hither- 
ward  of  Heidelberg,  but  this  we  do  not  write, —  "there 
"might  it  not  be?  Be,  somewhere,  it  shall  and  must! 
"You,  Katte,  the  instant  you  hear  that  we  are  off,  speed 
"you  towards  the  Hague;  ask  for  *M.  le Comte d'Alber- 
"ville;'  you  will  know  that  gentleman  when  you  see 
"him:  Keith,  our  Wesel  Mend,  will  have  taken  the  pre- 
"liminary  soundings;  —  and  I  tell  you.  Count  d'Alber- 
"ville,  or  news  of  him,  will  be  there.  Bring  the  great- 
"coat  with  you,  and  the  other  things,  especially  the 
"1,000  gold  ducats.  Count  d'Alberville  at  the  Hague, 
"if  all  have  gone  right:  —  nay  if  anything  go  wrong, 
"cannot  he,  once  across  the  Rhine,  take  refuge  in  the 
"convents  in  those  Catholic  regions?  Nobody,  under 
"the  scapulary,  will  suspect  such  a  heretic  as  him. 
"Speed,  silence,  vigilance!  And  so  adieu."  A  letter 
of  such  purport  Friedrich  did  write ;  which  Letter,  more- 
over, the  Lieutenant  Katte  received;  it  was  not  this,  it 
was  another,  that  stuck  upon  the  road,  and  fell  into  the 
Rittmeister's  hand.  This  is  the  young  Prince's  ultimate 
fixed  project,  brought  to  birth  by  that  slight  accident 
of  dropping  the  knife  at  Feuchtwang;*    and  hanging 

P  •  Ranke ,  i.  804. 
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heavy  on  his  mind  during  this  Augsburg  drive.  At 
Augsburg,  furthermore,  "he  bought,  in  all  privacy,  red 
"cloth,  of  quantity  to  make  a  top-coat;"  red,  the  gray 
being  unattainable  in  Katte's  hands:  in  all  privacy; 
though  the  watchful  Eochow  had  fall  knoi^edge  of  it, 
all  the  sama 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

JOURNEY  HOMEWARDS  FROM  THE  REICH;   CATASTROPHE   ON 

JOURNEY  HOMEWARDS. 

The  travelling  Majesty  of  Prussia  was  diligently  up 
and  down,  investigating  ancient  Augsburg;  saw,  I  doubt 
not,  the  Fuggerei^  or  ancient  Hospice  of  the  Fuggers  — 
who  were  once  Weavers  in  those  parts,  and  are  now 
Princes,  and  were  known  to  entertain  Charles  V.  with 
fires  of  cinnamon,  nay  with  transient  flames  of  Bank- 
bills  on  one  old  occasion.  Saw  all  the  Fuggeries,  I 
doubt  not;  the  ancient  Luther-and-Melanchthon  relics, 
Diet-Halls  and  notabilities  of  this  renowned  Free 
Town;  —  perhaps  remembered  Margraf  George,  and 
loud-voiced  Kurftirst  Joachim  with  the  Bottle-nose  (our 
direct  Ancestor,  though  mistaken  in  opinion  on  some 
points!),  who  were  once  so  audible  there. 

One  passing  phenomenon  we  expressly  know  he 
saw ;  a  human,  not  a  historically  important  one.  Driving 
through  the  streets  from  place  to  place,  his  Majesty 
came  athwart  some  questionable  quaint  procession, 
ribbony,  perhaps  musical;  Majesty  questioned  it:  "A 
wedding  procession,  your  Majesty!"  —  "Will  the  Bride 
step  out,  then,  and  let  us  see  how  she  is  dressed!" 
''^Vom  Herzen  gem;  will  have  the  honour."  Bride  stept 
out,  with  blushes,  —  handsome  we  will  hope:  Majesty 
surveyed  her,  on  the  streets  of  Augsburg,  having  a 
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human  heart  in  him;  and  (says  Fassmann,  as  if  with 
insidious  insinuation)  ^4s  said  to  have  made  her  a  pre^ 
sent"  She  went  her  way;  fulfilled  her  destiny  in  an 
anonymous  manner:  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  loudly  named 
in  the  world,  did  the  like;  and  their  two  orbits  never 
intersected  again.  —  Some  forty-five  miles  south  of 
Augsburg,  up  the  Wertach  River,  more  properly  up 
the  Mindel  Eiver,  lies  Mindelheim,  once  a  name  known 
in  England  and  in  Prussia;  once  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough's "Principality:"  given  him  by  a  gratefiil  Kaiser 
Joseph;  taken  from  him  by  a  necessitous  Kaiser 
Karl,  Joseph's  Brother,  that  now  is.  I  know  not  if 
his  Majesty  remembers  that  transaction,  now  while  in 
these  localities:  but  know  well,  if  he  does,  he  must 
think  it  a  shabby  one. 

On  the  same  day,  1st  August  1730,  we  quit  Augs- 
burg; set  out  fairly  homewards  again.  The  route 
bends  westward  this  time;  towards  Frankfurt-on-the- 
Mayn;  there  yachts  are  to  be  ready;  and  mere  sailing 
thenceforth,  gallantly  down  the  Bhine-stream,  —  such 
a  yacht- voyage,  in  the  summer  weather,  with  no 
Tourists  yet  infesting  it,  —  to  end,  happily  we  will 
hope,  at  Wesel,  in  the  review  of  regiments,  and  other 
business.  First  stage,  first  pause,  is  to  be  at  Ludwigs- 
burg,  and  the  wicked  old  Duke  of  Wiirtemberg's; 
thither  first  from  Augsburg.  We  cross  the  Donau  at 
Dillingen,  at  Gfinzberg,  or  I  know  not  where;  and  by 
tomorrow's  sunset,  being  rapid  travellers,  find  ourselves 
at  Ludwigsburg,  —  clear  through  Canstatt,  Stuttgard, 
and  certainly  no  Katte  waiting  therel    &a£^  acx^M^  ^Soif^ 
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intermediate  uplands,  here  are  we  fairly  in  the  Neckar 
Country,  in  the  Basin  of  the  Ehine  again;  and  old 
Duke  Eberhard  Ludwig  of  Wtirtemberg  bidding  us 
kindly  welcome,  poor  old  bewildered  creature,  who  has 
become  the  talk  of  Germany  in  those  times.  Will 
English  readers  consent  to  a  momentary  glance  into 
his  affairs  and  him?  Strange  things  are  going  on  at 
Ludwigsburg;  nay  the  origin  of  Ludwigsburg,  and  that 
the  Duke  should  be  there  and  not  at  Stuttgard,  is  itself 
strange.  Let  us  take  this  Excerpt,  headed  Ludwigsburg 
in  1730,  and  then  hasten  on: 

Ludwigsburg  in  1730. 

"Duke  Eberhard  Ludwig,  now  an  elderly  gentleman  of 
"  fifty-four,  has  distinguished  himself  in  his  long  reign,  not  by 
"political  obliquities  and  obstinacies,  though  those  also  were 
"not  wanting,  but  by  matrimonial  and  amatory;  which  have 
"rendered  him  conspicuous  to  his  fellow-creatures ,  and  still 
"keep  him  mcntionable  in  History,  briefly  and  for  a  sad 
"reason.  Duke  Eberhard  Ludwig  was  duly  wedded  to  an  ir- 
"reproachable  Princess  of  Baden-Durlach  (Johanna  Eliza- 
"beth)  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago;  and  he  duly  produced 
"one  Son  in  consequence,  with  other  good  results  to  himself 
"  and  her.  But  in  course  of  time  Duke  Eberhard  Ludwig 
"took  to  consorting  with  bad  creatures;  took,infact,toswa8h- 
"ing  about  at  random  in  the  pool  of  amatory  iniquity,  as  if 
"  there  had  been  no  law  known,  or  of  the  least  validity,  in  that 
"matter. 

"  Perceiving  which ,  a  certain  young  fellow ,  Gravenitz  by 
"  name ,  who  had  come  to  him  from  the  Mecklenburg  regions, 
"by  way  of  pushing  fortune,  and  had  got  some  pageship  or 
"the  like  here  in  Wiirtemberg,  recollected  that  he  had  a 
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"  young  Sister  at  home;  pretty  and  artful ,  who  perhaps  might 
"do  a  stroke  of  work  here.  He  sends  for  the  young  Sister; 
"very  pretty  indeed,  and  a  gentlewoman  by  birth,  though 
"penniless.  He  borrows  clothes  for  her  (by  onerous  contract 
"with  the  haberdashers,  it  is  said,  being  poor  to  a  degree); 
"  he  easily  gets  her  introduced  to  the  Ducal  Soirees;  bids  her 
" —  She  knows  what  to  do?  Right  well  she  knows  what; 
'* catches,  with  her  piquant  face,  the  dull  eye  of  Eberhard 
"Ludwig,  kindles  Eberhard  Ludwig,  and  will  natforsome- 
" thing  quench  him.  Not  she  at  all:  How  can  she;  your 
"  Serene  Highness,  ask  her  not !  A  virtuous  young  lady,  she, 
"  and  come  of  a  stainless  Family !  —  In  brief,  she  hooks ,  she 
"  of  all  the  fishes  in  the  pool,  this  lumber  of  a  Duke ;  enchants 
"him,  keeps  him  hooked;  and  has  made  such  a  pennyworth  of 
"him,  for  the  last  twenty  years  and  more,  as  Germany  cannot 
"match.*  Her  Brother  Gravenitz  the  page  has  become 
"Count  Gravenitz  the  prime  minister,  or  chief  of  the  Govem- 
"ing  Cabal;  she  Countess  Gravenitz  and  Autocrat  ofWiirtem- 
"  berg.  Loaded  with  wealth ,  with  so-called  honours ,  she  and 
"hers,  there  go  they,  flaunting  sky-high ;  none  else  admitted 
"to  more  than  the  liberty  of  breathing  in  silence  in  this 
"Duchy;  —  the  poor  Duke  Eberhard  Ludwig  making  no  com- 
" plaint;  obedient  as  a  child  to  the  bidding  of  his  Gravenitz. 
"He  is  become  a  mere  enchanted  simulacrum  of  a  Duke;  be- 
"witched  under  worse  than  Thessalian  spells ;  without  faculty 
"of  willing,  except  as  she  wills ;  his  People  and  he  the  play- 
"  thing  of  this  Circe  or  Hecate ,  that  has  got  hold  of  him.  So 
"  it  has  lasted  for  above  twenty  years.  Gravenitz  has  become 
"  the  wonder  of  Germany ;  and  requires,  on  these  bad  grounds, 
"a  slight  mention  in  Human  History  for  some  time  to  come. 
''Certainlyit  is  by  the  Gravenitz  alone  that  EberhardLudwig  is 

•  Michaelifl,  m.440. 
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"  remembered :  and  yet ,  down  since  Ulrich  with  the  Thumb,  * 
''which  of  those  serene  abstruse  Beutclsbachers ,  always  an 
''abstruse  obstinate  set,  has  so  fixed  himself  in  your  memo- 
"ry?—    . 

"Most  persons  in  Wiirtemberg,  for  quiet's  sake,  have  com- 
" plied  with  the  Gravenitz;  though  not  without  protest,  and 
"sometimes  spoken  protest.  Thus  the  Right  Reverend 
"Osiander  (let  us  name  Osiander,  Head  of  the  Church  in 
"  Wiirtemberg)  flatly  refused  to  have  her  name  inserted  in  the 
"Public  Prayers:  *Is  not  she  already  prayed  for?*  said 
"  Osiander :  '  Do  we  not  say.  Deliver  us  from  evtlf*  said  the  in- 
"  dignant  Protestant  man.  And  there  is  one  other  person  that 
"never  will  comply  with  her:  the  lawful  Wife  of  Eberhard 
"Ludwig.  Serene  Lady,  she  has  had  a  sad  existence  of  it; 
"the  voice  of  her  wrongs  audible ,  to  little  purpose ,  this  long 
"  while  in  Heaven  and  in  Earth.  But  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
"reward  or  punishment  to  bend  her  female  will  in  the  essential 
' '  point :  *  Divorce,  y  our  Highness  ?  When  /  am  found  guilty, 
"yes.  Till  then,  never,  your  Highness,  never,  never,'  in 
'* steady  crescendo  tone:  —  so  that  his  Highness  is  glad  to 
"escape  again,  and  drop  the  subject.  On  which  the  Serene 
"  Lady  again  falls  silent  Gravenitz,  in  fact,  hopes  always  to 
"be  wedded  with  the  right,  nay  were  it  only  with  the  left 
"hand:  and  this  Serene  Lady  stands  like  a  fateful  monument 
"  irremovably  in  the  way.  The  Serene  Lady  steadily  inhabits 
'*  her  own  wing  of  the  Ducal  House ,  would  not  exchange  it  for 
"the  Palace  of  Aladdin;  looks  out  there  upon  the  grand 
"  equipages ,  high  doings,  impure  splendours  of  her  Duke  and 
"  his  Gravenitz  with  a  clear- eyed  silence,  which  seems  to  say 
"  more  eloquently  than  words, '  Mene,  mene,  You  are  weighed ! ' 
"In  the  Land  of  Wiirtemberg,  or  under  the  Sun,  is  no  reward, 

*  Ulricus  PoUex  (right  thomb  bigger  than  left);  died,  jl.j>,  1265  (Ml- 
cbaelia,  ill.  262). 
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"  or  pcmislimeiit  that  can  abate  this  silence.  Speak  of  divorce, 
"the  answer  is  as  above:  leave  divorce  lying,  there  is  silence 
^'looking  forth  clear-eyed  from  that  particular  wing  of  the 
'^  Palace,  on  things  which  the  gods  permit  for  a  time. 

"  Clear-eyed  silence,  which ,  as  there  was  no  abating  of  it, 
"  grew  at  last  intolerable  to  the  two  sinners,  '  Let  us  remove,* 
"said  the  Gravenitz,  *  since  her  Serene  Highness  will  not: 
"build  a  new  charming  Palace,  —  say  at  our  Hunting  Seat, 
"among  those  pleasant  Hills  in  the  Waiblingen  region, — 
"and  take  the  Court  out  thither,"  And  they  have  done  so, 
"  in  these  late  bad  years ;  taking  out  with  them  by  degrees  all 
"the  Courtier  Gentry,  all  the  Raths^  Government  Boards, 
"public  businesses;  and  building  new  houses  for  them,  there.* 
"  Founding ,  in  fact ,  a  second  Capital  for  Wiirtemberg,  with 
"  what  distress,  sulky  misery  and  disarrangement  to  Stuttgard 
"and  the  old  Capital,  readers  can  fancy.  There  it  stands, 
"that  Ludwigsburg,  the  second  Capital  of  Wiirtemberg,  sotne 
"ten  or  twenty  miles  from  Stuttgard  the  first;  a  lasting  me- 
"  morial  of  Circe  Gravenitz  and  her  Ludwig.  Has  not  she, 
"  by  her  incantations, made  the  stone  houses  dance  out  hither? 
"It  remains  to  this  day  a  pleasant  town,  and  occasional  resi- 
"  dence  of  sovereignty.  Waiblingen^  within  an  hour's  ride,  has 
"got  memorability  on  other  grounds;  —  what  reader  has  not 
"  heard  of  Ghibbelines,  meaning  Waiblingens  ?  And  in  another 
"hour  up  the  River,  you  will  come  to  Beutelsbach  itself, 
"where  Ulrich  with  the  Thumb  had  his  abode  (better  luck  to 
"  him) ,  and  generated  this  Lover  of  the  Gravenitz ,  and  much 
"other  nonsense  loud  now  and  then  for  the  last  four  centuries 
"in the  world!  — 

•  '^Frorn  1727  to  1780**  was  this  latter  remoyal.  A  hunting-lodge,  of 
Eberhard  Lndwig's  building,  and  named  by  him  Ludwigsburg,  stood  here 
■ince  1705;  nucleus  of  the  subsequent  palace,  with  its  **Phea8antries,**  its 
"Favoritas,**  &e,  Ac*  The  place  had  originally  been  monastic  (BilschiDg^ 
Erdbewhreibwng,  ri.  1619)* 
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''There  is  something  of  abstruse  in  all  these  Beatels- 
''bachers,  from  Ulrich  with  the  Thmnb  downwards:  a  mute 
''ennui,  an  inexorable  obstinacy;  a  certain  streak  of  natural 
"gloom  which  no  illumination  can  abolish.  Veracity  of  all 
"kinds  is  great  in  them*,  sullen  passive  courage  plenty  of  it; 
"active  courage  rarer;  articulate  intellect  defective:  hence  a 
"  strange  stiff  perversity  of  conduct  visible  among  them,  often 
'*  marring  what  wisdom  they  have ;  —  it  is  the  royal  stamp  of 
"  Fate  put  upon  these  men.  What  are  called  fateful  or  fated 
"men;  such  as  are  often  seen  on  the  top-places  of  the  world, 
"making  an  indifferent  figure  there.  Something  of  this,  I 
"doubt  not,  is  concerned  in  Eberhard  Ludwig's  fascina- 
"tion:  and  we  shall  see  other  instances  farther  down  in  this 
"History. 

"  But  so ,  for  twenty  years ,  the  absurd  Duke ,  transformed 
"  into  a  merePorcus  by  his  Circe  in  that  scandalous  miraculotis 
"manner,  has  lived;  and  so  he  still  lives.  And  his  serene 
"Wife ,  equally  obstinate ,  is  living  at  Stuttgard ,  happily  out 
"of  his  sight  now.  One  Son,  a  weakly  man,  who  had  one 
"  heir ,  but  has  now  none ,  is  her  only  comfort.  His  Wife  is  a 
"  Prussian  Margravine  (Friedrich  Wilhelm's  Half- Aunt) ,  and 
"  cultivates  Calvinism  in  the  Lutheran  Country:  this  Husband 
"  of  hers ,  he  too  has  an  abstruse  life ,  not  likely  to  last.  We 
"need  not  doubt  'the  Fates'  are  busy,  and  the  evil  demons, 
"with  those  poor  fellow-beings  I  Nay  it  is  said  the  Circe  is 
"becoming  much  of  a  Hecate  now;  if  the  bewitched  Duke 
"could  see  it.  She  is  getting  haggard  beyond  the  power  of 
"rouge;  her  mind,  any  mind  she  has,  more  and  more  filled 
"  with  spleen,  malice,  and  the  dregs  of  pride  run  sour.  A  dis- 
"gnsting  creature,  testifies  one  Ex-Official  gentleman,  once 
"aHofrathunder  her,  but  obliged  to  run  for  life ,  and  invoke 
"iree  press  in  his  defence:^  no  end  to  the  foul  things  she  will 

*  Apolofjie  de  Monsieur  Forstner  de  Breitembourg ,  Ac,  (Paris,  1716;  or 
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"say,  of  an  unspeakable  nature,  about  the  very  Duke  her 
"  victim,  testifies  this  Ex-Official:  malicious  as  a  witch ,  says 
"he,  and  as  ugly  as  one  in  spite  of  paint,  —  *  toujours  un  lave- 
"  ment  a  ses  trousses'    Good  Heavens  1  '* 

But  here  is  the  august  Prussian  Travelling  Party: 
shove  aside  your  bewitchments  and  bewilderments*, 
hang  a  decent  screen  over  many  things!  Poor  Eber- 
Lard  Ludwig,  who  is  infinitely  the  gentleman,  bestirs 
himself  a  good  deal  to  welcome  old  royal  friends;  nor 
do  we  hear  that  the  least  thing  went  awry  during  this 
transit  of  the  royalties.  "Field  of  Blenheim,  says  your 
Majesty?  Ah  me!"  —  For  Eberhard  Ludwig  knows 
that  ground ;  stood  the  World-Battle  there,  and  so  much 
has  come  and  gone  since  then:  Ah  me,  indeed! 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  and  he  have  met  before  this, 
and  have  much  to  tell  one  another;  Treaty  of  Seville 
by  no  means  their  only  topic.  Nay  the  flood  of 
cordiality  went  at  length  so  far,  that  at  last  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  the  conscientious  King,  came  upon  the  most 
intimate  topics:  Grslvenitz;  the  Word  of  God;  scandal 
to  the  Protestant  Keligion:  no  likely  heir  to  your 
Dukedom;  clear  peril  to  your  own  soul.  Is  not  her 
Serene  Highness  an  unexceptionable  Lady,  heroic 
under  sore  woes;  and  your  wedded  Wife  above  all?  — 
'i/-wa,   and  might  bring  Heirs  too:    only  forty  come 


"liLondres,  aax  d^pens  de  la  Compagnie ,  1745**):  inSptttler,  Ges(^icht9 
WUrtembergs  (Sptttlers  Werke,  Stattgard  and  Ttibingen,  1828;  vol.  ▼.),  491- 
589.    Michaelia,  iii.  428-489,  giyea  (in  abitrase  Chancery  German)  &  &«c^<«\ 
to  ihlB  fine  affair  of  Foratner*s. 
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October:  —  Ah  Duke,  ah  Friend!  Avisez  la  fifty  Eber- 
hard  Ludwig;  consider  the  end  of  it  all;  we  are  grow- 
ing old  fellows  now!  The  Duke,  I  conceive,  who  was 
rather  a  fat  little  man,  blushed  blue,  then  red,  and 
various  colours;  at  length  settling  into  steady  pale,  as 
it  were,  indicating  anthracitic  white-heat:  it  is  certain 
he  said,  at  length,  with  emphasis,  "I  will!"  And  he 
did  so  by  and  by.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  sent  a  messenger 
to  Stuttgard  to  do  his  reverence  to  the  high  injured 
Lady  there,  perhaps  to  show  her  afar  off  some  ray  of 
hope  if  she  could  endure.  Eberhard  Ludwig,  raised  to 
a  white-heat,  perceives  that  in  fact  he  is  heartily  tired 
of  this  Girce-Hecate;  that  in  fact  she  has  long  been 
an  intolerable  nightmare  to  him,  could  he  but  have 
known  it. 

And  his  Royal  Highness  the  Crown-Prince  all  this 
while?  Well,  yes;  his  Royal  Highness  has  got  a  Court 
Tailor  at  Ludwigsburg;  and,  in  all  privacy  (seen  well 
by  Rochow),  has  had  the  Augsburg  red  cloth  cut  into 
a  fine  upper  wrappage,  overcoat  or  roquelaure  for  him- 
self; intending  to  use  the  same  before  long.  Thus 
they  severally,  the  Father  and  the  son;  these  are  their 
known  acts  at  Ludwigsburg,  That  the  Father  persuaded 
Eberhard  Ludwig  of  the  Gravenitz  enormity,  and  that 
the  Son  got  his  red  topcoat  ready.  On  Thursday,  3d 
of  August  (late  in  the  afternoon,  as  I  perceive),  they, 
well  entertained,  depart  toward  Mannheim,  Kur-PfaJz 
(Elector  Palatine)  old  Karl  Philip  of  the  Pfalz's  place; 
hope  to  be  there  on  the  morrow  some  time,  if  all  go 
well.     Gloomy  much  enlightened  Eberhard  takes  leave 
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of  them,  with  abstruse  but  grateful  feelings;  will  stand 
by  the  Kaiser,  and  dismiss  that  Gx^lyenitz  nightmare  by 
the  first  opportunity* 

As  accordingly  he  did.  Next  summer,  going  on  a 
visit  northward,  specially  to  Berlin,*  he  left  order  that 
the  GrSvenitz  was  to  be  got  out  of  his  sight,  safe 
stowed  away,  before  his  return.  Which  by  the  proper 
officers,  military  certain  of  them,  was  accomplished,  — 
by  fixed  bayonets  at  last,  and  not  without  ftitile  demur 
on  the  part  of  the  GrSvenitz.  Poor  Eberhard  Ludwig, 
'*he  published  in  the  pulpits.  That  he  was  now  minded 
to  lead  a  better  life,"  —  had  time  now  been  left  him. 
Same  year,  1731,  November  being  come,  gloomy 
Eberhard  Ludwig  lost,  not  unexpectedly,  his  one  Son, 
—  the  one  Grandson  was  gone  long  since.  The  serene 
steadfast  Duchess  now  had  her  Puke  again,  what  was 
left  of  him:  but  he  was  fallen  into  the  sere  and  yellow 
leaf;  in  two  years  more,  he  died  childless-,**  and  his 
younger  Brother,  Karl  Alexander,  an  Austrian  Feld- 
marschall  of  repute,  succeeded  in  Wiirtemberg.  With 
whom  we  may  transiently  meet,  in  time  coming;  with 
whom,  and  perhaps  less  pleasantly  with  certaiu  of  his 
children;  for  ihey  continue  to  this  day,  —  with  the 
old  abstruse  element  still  too  traceable  in  them. 

Old  Karl  Philip,  Kurfiirst  of  the  Pfalz,  towards 
whom  Friedrich  Wilhelm  is  now  driving,  with  intent 

*  There  for  some  three  weeks,  "till  9th  June  1731,  with  a  suite  of 
aboTe  fifty  persons**  (Fassmann,  pp.  421,  422). 
••  81st  Oetober  1788,  Michaelis,  ill.  441. 

Cafiyle,  Frederic  the  Greai*  IV,  ^ 
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to  be  there  tomorrow  evening,  is  not  quite  a  stranger 
to  readers  here;  and  to  Friedrich  Wilhebn  he  is  much 
the  reverse,  perhaps  too  much.  This  is  he  who  ran 
away  with  poor  Prince  Sobieski's  Bride  from  Berlin, 
at  starting  in  life,  who  fell  upon  his  own  poor  Pro- 
testant Heidelbergers  and  their  Church  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  (being  himself  Papist,  ever  since  that  slap  on 
the  face  to  his  ancestor);  and  who  has  been  in  many 
quarrels  with  Friedrich  Wilhelm  and  others.  A  high 
expensive  sovereign  gentleman,  this  old  Karl  Philip; 
not,  I  should  suppose,  the  pleasantest  of  men  to  lodge 
with.  One  apprehends,  he  cannot  be  peculiarly  well 
disposed  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  after  that  sad  Heidel- 
berg passage  of  fence,  twelve  or  eleven  years  ago. 
Not  to  mention  the  inextricable  Jiilich-and-Berg  busi- 
ness, which  is  a  standing  controversy  between  them. 

Poor   old  Kurforst,   he  is   now  within  a  year  of 

seventy.     He  has  had  crosses  and  losses;  terrible  cam- 

paignings  against  the  Turk,  in  old  times;    and  always 

such  a  stock  of  quarrels,  at  home,  as  must  have  been 

still    worse    to    bear.     A    life   of  perpetual   arguing, 

squabbling    and   battling,   —  one's    neighbours  being 

such   an  imreasonable  set!    Brabbles  about  Heidelberg 

Catechism,    and  Church  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  so  that 

foreign  Elings  interfered,  shaking  their  whips  upon  us. 

■n^en   brabbles  about  boimdaries;    about  inheritances, 

^^d    detached  properties  very  many,  —  clearly  mine, 

"^ere  the  neighbours  reasonable!    In  fact  this  sovereign 

^  ^^iitleman  has  been  in  the  Kaiser's  courts,  or  even 

"le  edge  of  fight,  oftener  than  most  other  men;  and 
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it  is  as  if  that  first  adventure,  of  the  Sobieski  wedding 
tamed  topsyturvy,  had  been  symbolical  of  much  that 
followed  in  his  life. 

We  remember  that  unpleasant  Heidelberg  affair; 
how  hopeftil  it  once  looked;  fact  done^  Church  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  fairly  ours;  your  Corpus  JEvangelicorum 
fallen  quasi-dead;  and  nothing  now  for  it  but  proto- 
colling  by  diplomatists,  pleading  in  the  Diets  by  men 
in  bombazeen,  never  like  ending  at  aU;  —  when 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  did  suddenly  end  it;  suddenly 
locked-up  his  own  Catholic  establishments  and  revenues, 
and  quietly  inexorable  put  the  key  in  his  pocket;  as  it 
were,  drew  his  own  whip,  with  a  "Will  you  whip  my 
Jew?"  —  and  we  had  to  cower  out  of  the  affair. 
Kaiser  himself  ordering  us,  in  a  most  humiliated  manner! 
Headers  can  judge  whether  Kur-Pfalz  was  likely  to 
have  a  kindly  note  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm  in  that  comer 
of  his  memory.  The  poor  man  felt  so  disgusted  with 
Heidelberg,  he  quitted  it  soon  after.  He  would  not  go 
to  Diisseldorf  (in  the  Berg-and-Jdlich  quarter),  as  his 
Forefathers  used  to  do;  but  set  up  his  abode  at  Mann- 
heim, where  he  still  is.  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  who  was 
far  from  meaning  hami  or  insolence  in  that  Heidelberg 
afiSur,  hopes  there  is  no  gmdge  remaining.  But  so 
stand  the  facts:  it  is  towards  Mannheim,  not  towards 
Heidelberg  that  we  are  now  travelling!  —  For  the 
rest,  this  scheme  of  reprisals,  or  whipping  your  Jew  if 
you  whip  mine,  answered  so  well,  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
has  used  it,  or  threatened  to  use,   as  the  real  method, 

ever  since,  where  needful;  and  has  saved  thereby  much 

4* 
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bombazeen  eloquence,  and  confusion  to  mankind,  on 
seyeral  occasions. 

But  the  worst  between  these  two  High  Gentlemen 
is  that  Jiilich-and-Berg  controversy;  which  is  a  sore 
still  running,  and  beyond  reach  of  probable  surgery.  ' 
Old  Karl  Philip  has  no  male  Heir;  and  is  like  to  be 
(what  he  indeed  proved)  the  last  of  the  Neuhurg  Elec- 
tors Palatine.  What  trouble  there  rose  with  the  first 
of  them,  about  that  sad  business;  and  how  the  then 
Brandenburger,  much  wrought  upon,  smote  the  then 
Neuburger  across  the  very  face  and  drove  him  into 
Catholicism,  we  have  not  forgotten;  how  can  we  ever? 
—  It  is  one  Hundred  and  sixteen  years  since  that 
after-dinner  scene;  and,  0  Heavens,  what  bickering 
and  brabbling  and  confused  negotiation  there  has  been; 
lawyers*  pens  going  almost  continually  ever  since, 
shadowing  out  the  mutual  darkness  of  sovereignties; 
and  from  time  to  time  the  military  implements 
brandishing  themselves,  though  loth  generally  to  draw 
blood!  For  a  Hundred  and  sixteen  years:  —  but  the 
Final  Bargain,  lying  in  parchment  in  the  archives  of 
both  parties,  and  always  acknowledged  as  final,  was  to 
this  effect:  "You,  serene  Neuburg,  keep  what  you  have 
"got;  we  serene  Brandenburg  the  like:  Cleve  with 
"detached  pertinents  ours;  Jtllich  and  Berg  mainly 
"yours.  And  let  us  live  in  perpetual  amily  on  that 
"footing.  And,  note  only  furthermore,  when  our  Line 
"fails,  the  whole  of  these  fine  Duchies  shall  be  yours: 
"if  your  Line  fail,  ours."  That  was  the  plain  bargain, 
done  solemnly  in  1624,  and  again  more  solemnly  and 
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brou^t  to  parcliment  with  signature  in  1666,  as  Fried- 
rich  Wilhehn  knows  too  well.  And  now  the  very 
case  is  about  to  occur;  this  old  man,  childless  at 
seventy,  is  the  last  of  the  Neuburgs.  May  not  one 
reasonably  pretend  that  a  bargain  should  be  kept? 

"  Tush,"  answers  old  Karl  Philip  always :  ** Bargain  ?  " 
And  will  not  hear  reason  against  himself  on  the  sub- 
ject; not  even  when  the  Kaiser  asks  him,  —  as  the 
Kaiser  really  did,  after  that  Wusterhausen  Treaty,  but 
could  get  only  negatives.  Karl  Philip  has  no  roman- 
tic ideas  of  justice,  or  of  old  parchments  tying  up  a 
man.  Karl  Philip  had  one  Daughter  by  that  dear 
Radzivil  Princess,  Sobieski's  stolen  Bride;  and  he 
never,  by  the  dear  Eadzivil  or  her  dear  successor,* 
had  any  son,  or  other  daughter  that  lived  to  wed. 
One  daughter,  we  say;  a  first-bom,  extremely  precious 
to  him.  Her  he  married  to  the  young  fortunate  Sulz- 
bach  Cousin,  Karl  Joseph  Heir- Apparent  of  Sulzbach, 
who  by  all  laws,  was  to  succeed  in  the  Pfalz  as  well, 
—  Karl  Philip  thinking  furthermore,  "He  5iid  she, 
please  Heaven,  shall  hold  fast  by  Ddsseldorf  too,  and 
that  fine  Jtllich-and-Berg  Territory,  which  is  mine. 
Bargains?"  Such  was,  and  is,  the  old  man^s  inflexible 
notion.  Alas,  this  one  Daughter  died  lately  and  her 
Husband  lately;**  again  leaving  only  Daughters:  will 
not  this  change  the  notion?  Not  a  whit,  —  though 
Friedrich   Wilhelm    may    have    fondly    hoped   it   by 

«  See  Bochholz,  i.  61  n. 

••  She  in  1728;  he,  1729:  their  eldeat  Daughter  waa  bopi,  \11\  i^C^SSawnts 
U  140;  Micbaelifl,  ii.  101,  12S), 
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possibility  miglit.  Not  a  whit:  Karl  Pidlip  cherishes 
his  litde  Granddaughter,  now  a  child  of  nine,  as  he 
did  her  Mother  and  her  Mother's  Mother;  hopes  one 
day  to  see  her  wedded  (as  he  did)  to  a  new  Heir- 
Apparent  of  the  Pfalz  and  Sulzbach;  and,  for  her 
behoof,  will  hold  fast  by  Berg  and  Jiilich,  and  part 
with  no  square  inch  of  it  for  any  parchment 

What  is  Friedrich  Wilhelm  to  do?  Seek  justice 
for  himself  by  his  80,000  men  and  the  iron  ramrods? 
Apparently  he  will  not  get  it  otherwise.  He  is  loth 
to  begin  that  terrible  game.  If  indeed  Europe  do  take 
fire,  as  is  likely  at  Seville  or  elsewhere  —  But  in  the 
m6an  while  how  happy  if  negotiation  would  but  serve! 
Alas,  and  if  the  Kaiser,  England,  Holland,  and  the 
others,  could  be  brought  to  guarantee  me,  —  as  indeed 
they  should  (to  avoid  a  casus  belli)  ^  and  some  of  them 
have  said  they  will!  Friedrich  Wilhelm  tried  this 
Jiilich-and-Berg  Problem  by  the  pacific  method,  all  his 
life;  strenuously,  and  without  effect.  Eesult  perhaps 
was  coming,  nevertheless;  at  the  distance  of  another 
hundred  years!  One  thing  I  know:  whatever  rectitude 
and  patience,  whatever  courage,  perseverance,  or  other 
human  virtue  he  has  put  into  this  or  another  matter,  is 
not  lost;  not  it  nor  any  fraction  of  it,  to  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  and  his  sons'  sons;  but  will  well  avail  him 
and  them,  if  not  soon,  then  later,  if  not  in  Berg  and 
Jtllich,  then  in  some  other  quarter  of  the  Universe, 
which  is  a  wide  Entity  and  a  long-lived!  Courage, 
your  Majesty! 

So  stand  matters  as  Friedrich  Wilhelm  journeys  to- 
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wards  Mannlieim:  human  politeness  will  have  to  doak 
well,  and  keep  well  down,  a  good  many  prickly  points 
in  the  visit  ahead.  Alas,  poor  Friedrich  Wilhelm  has 
got  other  matter  to  think  of,  by  the  time  we  arrive  in 
Mannheim. 


Catastrophe  on  Journey  Homewards. 

The  Eoyal  Party,  quitting  Ludwigsburg,  —  on 
Thursday  3d  August  1730,  some  hours  after  dinner,  as 
I  calculate  it,  —  had  but  a  rather  short  journey  before 
them:  journey  to  a  place  called  Sinzheim,  some  fifty 
or  sixty  miles*,  a  long  way  short  of  Heidelberg;  the 
King^s  purpose  being  to  lodge  in  that  dilapidated  silent 
Town  of  Sinzheim,  and  leave  both  Heidelberg  and 
Mannheim,  with  their  civic  noises,  for  the  next  day^s 
work.  Sinzheim,  such  was  the  program,  as  the  Prince 
and  others  understood  it;  but  by  some  accident,  or  on 
better  calculation,  it  was  otherwise  decided  in  the  royal 
mind:  not  at  Sinzheim,  intricate  decayed  old  Town, 
shall  we  lodge  tonight,  but  five  or  six  miles  short  of 
it,  in  the  naturally  silent  Village  of  Steinfurth,  where 
good  clean  empty  Bams  are  to  be  found.  Which  latter, 
is  a  favourite  method  of  his  Majesty,  fond  always  of 
free  air  and  the  absence  of  fuss.  Shake-downs,  a  tem- 
porary cooking  apparatus,  plenty  of  tobacco,  and  a  tub 
to  wash  in:  this  is  what  man  requires,  and  this  without 
difficulty  can  be  got.  His  Majesty^s  tastes  are  simple; 
simple,  and  yet  good  and  human.  Here  is  a  small 
Royal  Order  which  I  read  once,  and  evei  fon^  t^ 
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member,  —  though  the  reference  is  now  blown  away, 
and  lo8t  in  those  unindexed  Sibylline  Farragos,  the 
terror  of  hnman  nature; —  let  us  copy  it  from  memory, 
till  some  deliverer  arise  with  finger  on  page.*  "At 
"Magdeburg,  on  this  Review- Journey,  have  dinner  for 
"me,  under  a  certain  Tree  you  know  of,  outside  the 
"ramparts."  Dinner  of  one  sound  portion  solid,  one 
ditto  liquid,  of  the  due  quality;  readied  honestly,  — 
and  to  be  eaten  under  a  shady  Tree;  on  the  Beview- 
ground  itself,  with  the  summer  sky  over  one^s  head. 
Gould  Jupiter  Tonans,  had  he  been  travelling  on 
business  in  those  parts,  have  done  better  with  his 
dinner?  — 

"At  Sinzheim?^'  thinks  his  Eoyal  Highness;  and 
has  spoken  privily  to  the  Page  Keith.  To  glide  out 
of  their  quarters  there,  in  that  waste  negligent  old 
Town  (where  post-horses  can  be  had),  in  the  gray  of 
the  snmmer^s  dawn?  Across  the  Ehine  to  Speyer  is  but 
three-hours  riding;  thence  to  Landau,  into  France, 
into  — ?  Enough,  Page  Keith  has  undertaken  to  get 
horses,  and  the  flight  shall  at  last  be.  Husht,  hudit 
Tomorrow  morning,  before  the  sparrow  wake,  it  is  our 
determination  to  be  upon  the  road! 

Euins  of  the  Tower  of  Stauffen,  Hohen  or  High 
StauffeUy  where  Kaiser  Barbarossa  lived  once,  young 
and  ruddy,   and  was  not  yet  a  Myth  "winking   and 

*  Probably  in  B,9denheck*a  Beytrdge ,  —  but  long  sad  searching  thero, 
and  elsewhere,  proves  unavailing  at  present.  Historical  Farragos  withoat 
Jndes;  a  hundred,  or  several  hundred,  blind  sacks  of  Historical  clippings, 
geiwrally  authentic  too  if  useless ,  and  not  the  least  scrap  of  label  on 
tbemt  —  are  not  tbesa  «  handy  article! 
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nodding  under  the  Hill  at  Salzburg,"  —  yes,  it  is  but 
a  few  miles  to  the  left  there,  were  this  a  deliberate 
touring  party.  But  this  is  a  rapid  driving  one;  knows 
nothing  about  Stauffen,  cares  nothing.  —  We  cannot 
fancy  Friedrich  remembered  Barbarossa  at  all;  or  much 
regarded  Heilbronn  itself,  the  principal  and  only  fa- 
mous Town  they  pass  this  day.  The  St  Kilian^s 
Church,  your  Highness,  and  big  stone  giant  at  the  top 
of  the  steeple  yonder,  —  adventurous  masons  and  slater 
people  get  upon  the  crown  of  his  head,  sometimes,  and 
stand  waving  flags.*  The  Townhouse  too  (Rdthhaus), 
with  its  amazing  old  Clock?  And  Gotz  von  Berlichingen, 
the  Town-Councillors  once  had  him  in  prison  for  one 
night,  in  the  "GCtz's  Tower"  here;  your  Highness  has 
heard  of  "Gotz  with  the  Iron  Hand"?  Berlichingens 
still  live  at  Jaxthausen,  farther  down  the  Neckar-Valley, 
in  these  parts;  and  show  the  old  Handy  considenbly 
rusted  now.  Heilbronn,  the  most  famous  City  on  the 
Neckar;  and  its  old  miraculous  Holy  Well  — ?  What 
cares  his  Highness!  Weinsberg  again,  which  is  but  a 
few  miles  to  the  right  of  us,  —  there  it  was  that  the 
Besieged  Wives  did  that  astonishing  feat,  600  years 
ago:  coming  out,  as  the  capitulation  bore,  ^^with  their 
most  valuable  property,"  each  brought  her  Husband  on 
her  back  (were  not  the  fact  a  little  imcertain!)  — 
whereby  the  old  Castle  has,  to  this  day,  the  name 
"  Weibertreuej  Faithfulness  of  Women."  Welf 's  Duchess, 
Husband  on  back,  was  at  the  head  of  those  women; 
a  HohenzoUem  ancestor  of  yours,  I  think  I  have 

«  BuddSas,  Lexicon,  il.  §  HeUbroixUt 
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was  of  the  besieging  party.*  Alas,  thinks  his  Eoyal 
Highness,  is  there  not  a  flower  of  Welfdom  now  in 
England;  and  I,  unluckiest  of  Hohenzollems,  still  far 
away  from  her  here!  It  is  at  Windsor,  not  in  Weins- 
berg,  or  among  the  ruins  of  Weibertreue  there,  that  his 
Highness  wishes  to  be. 

At  Heilbronn  our  road  branches  off  to  the  left;  and 
we  roll  diligently  towards  Sinzheim,  calculating  to  be 
there  before  nightfall.  Whew!  Something  has  gone 
awry  at  Sinzheim:  no  right  lodging  in  the  waste  Inns 
there;  or  good  clean  Bams,  of  a  promising  character, 
are  to  be  had  nearer  than  there:  we  absolutely  do  not 
go  to  Sinzheim  tonight;  we  are  to  stop  at  Steinfrirth, 
a  small  quiet  Hamlet  with  Bams,  four  or  five  miles 
short  of  that!  This  was  a  great  disappointment  to  the 
Prince,  —  and  some  say,  a  highly  momentous  circum- 
stance in  his  History:**  —  however,  he  rallies  in  the 
course  of  the  evening;  speaks  again  to  Page  Keith. 
"Steinfurth"  {Stony-ford^  over  the  Brook  here);  "be  it 
at  Steinfrirth,  all  the  same!^^  Page  Keith  will  manage 
to  get  horses  for  us  here,  no  less.  And  Speyer  and 
the  Ferry  of  the  Ehine  are  within  three  hours.  Favour 
us,  Silence  and  all  ye  good  genii!  — 


*  Siege  la  notorioas  enough;  a.d.  1140:  Kb'hieri  lleichthUtorie , p.  VSt% 
who  does  not  mention  the  story  of  the  women ;  Menzel  (Wolfgang) ,  G»- 
schiohte  der  Deutschen,  p.  287,  who  takes  no  notice  that  it  is  a  highly 
mythical  story,  — supported  only  by  the  testimony  of  one  poor  Monk  in 
K61a,  vagnely  chronicling  fifty  years  after  date,  and  at  that  good  distance* 
**  "Might  perhaps  have  succeeded  at  Sinzheim**  (Seckendorrs  ReliUidn 
of  th$  Crown-Prinee^s  Meditated  Flight,  p.  2 ;  —  addressed  to  Prince  Enveat 
few  days  afterwardi;  given  in  Fdrster,  iii.  1-18). 
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On  Friday  morning,  4th  August  1730,  "usual  hour 
of  starting,  3  a.m/^  not  being  jet  come,  the  Bojal  Party 
lies  asleep  in  two  clean  airy  Bams,  facing  one  another, 
in  the  Village  of  Steinfoth;  Bams  facing  one  another, 
with  the  Heidelberg  Highway  and  Village  Green  asleep 
in  front  between  them*,*  for  it  is  little  after  two  in  the 
morning,  the  dawn  hardly  beginning  to  break.  Prince 
Priedrich,  with  his  Trio  of  Vigilance,  Buddenbrock, 
Waldau,  Eochow,  lies  in  one  Bam;  Majesty,  with  his 
Seckendorf  and  party,  is  in  the  other:  apparently  all 
3tiU  locked  in  sleep?  Not  all:  Prince  Friedrich,  for 
3xample,  is  awake;  —  the  Trio  is  indeed  audibly 
isleep;  unless  others  watch  for  them,  their  six  eyes  are 
closed.  Friedrich  cautiously  rises;  dresses;  takes  his 
noney,  his  new  red  roquelaure,  unbolts  the  Bm^^door, 
md  walks  out.  Trio  of  Vigilance  is  sound  asleep,  aiid 
mows  nothing;  alas,  Trio  of  Vigilance,  while  its  own 
dx  eyes  are  closed,  has  appointed  another  pair  to 
»ratch. 

Gummersbach  the  Valet  comes  to  Rochow's  bolster: 
'Hst,  Herr  Oberst-Lieutenant,  please  awaken!  Prince- 
Rojsl  is  up,  has  on  his  topcoat,  and  is  gone  out  of 
loors!^^  Eochow  starts  to  his  habiliments,  or  perhaps 
las  them  ready  on;  in  a  minute  or  two,  Eochow  also 
B  forth  into  the  gray  of  the  morning;  —  finds  the 
^oang  Prince  actually  on  the  Green  there;  in  his  red 
x)qaelaure,  leaning  pensively  on  one  of  the  trayelling 

*  Compare  Wilhelmina,  i.  259  (her  Acconnt  of  the  FUght;  **HMi;d  tt 
'rom  my  Brother,**  —  and  report  it  looaely  after  a  dOMtt  YtaiiV). 
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carriages.  ^^Guten  Morgen^  Ihro  Kdnigliche  Iloheitr^*  — 
Fancy  such  a  salutation,  to  the  young  man!  Page 
Keith,  at  this  moment,  comes  with  a  pair  of  horses,  too: 
"Whither  with  the  nags.  Sirrah?"  Eochow  asked  with 
some  sharpness.  Keith  seeing  how  it  was,  answered 
without  visible  embarrassment,  '^Herr,  they  are  mine 
and  Kunz  the  Pagers  horses"  (which,  I  suppose,  is 
true);  —  "ready  at  the  usual  hour!"  Keith  might 
add.  —  "His  Majesty  does  not  go  till  five  this  morn- 
ing; —  back  to  the  stables!"  beckoned  Eochow;  and 
according  to  the  best  accounts,  did  not  suspect  anything, 
or  affected  not  to  do  so. 

Page  Keith  returned,  trembling  in  his  saddle.  Fried- 
rich  strolled  towards  the  other  Bam,  —  at  least  to  be 
out  <^  Bochow^s  company.  Seckendorf  emerges  from 
iiies^iiBr  Bam;  awake  at  the  common  hour:  "How 
do; j|i^  like  his  Royal  Highness  in  the  red  roquelaure?" 
asks'  Sochow,  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  Was  there 
ever  suclu  a*  baffled  Eoyal  Highness;  or  young  bright 
spirit  chained  in  the  Bear's*  Den  in  this  manner?  Our 
Steinfurth  project  has  gone  to  water;  and  it  is  not  to- 
day we  shall  get  across  the  Ehine!  —  Not  today;  nor 
any  other  day,  on  that  errand,  strong  as  our  resolutions 
are!  For  new  light,  in  a  few  hours  afterwards,  pours 
in  upon  the  project;  and  human  finesse,  or  ulterior 
schemes,  avail  nothing  henceforth.  "The  Crown -Prince's 
meditated  Flight"  has  tried  itself,  and  failed.  Here 
and  80  that  long  meditation  ends;  this  at  Steinfrirth 
was  ill  the  overt-act  it  could  ever  come  to.    In  few 

«  Ranke,  i.  305. 
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hours  more  it  will  melt  into  air;  and  only  the  terrible 
consequences  will  remain!  — 

By  last  night's  arrangement,  the  Prince  with  his 
Trio  was  to  set  out  an  hour  before  his  Father;  which 
circumstance  had  helped  Page  Keith  in  his  excuses. 
Naturally  the  Prince  had  now  no  wish  to  linger  on 
the  Green  of  Steinfurth,  in  such  a  posture  of  afiPairs: 
"Towards  Heidelberg,  then;  let  us  see  the  big  Tun 
there:  allons!"  How  the  young  Prince  and  his  Trio 
did  this  day's  journey;  where  he  loitered,  what  he  saw, 
said  or  thought,  we  have  no  account:  it  is  certain  only 
that  his  Father,  who  set  out  from  Steinfurth  an  hour 
after  him,  arrived  in  Mannheim  several  hours  before 
him:  and,  in  spite  of  Kurfiirst  Karl  Philip's  welcome, 
testified  the  liveliest  inquietude  on  that  unaccottjilable 
circumstance.  Beautiful  Ehine-stream,  thrice -bealiSfiil 
trim  Mannheim;  —  yes,  all  is  beautiful  indeed,  your 
Serenity!  But  where  can  the  Prince  be?  he  kept  eja- 
culating. And  Karl  Philip  had  to  answer  what  he 
could.  Of  course  the  Prince  may  be  lingering  about 
Heidelberg,  looking  at  the  big  Tun  and  other  miracles: 
—  "I  had  the  pleasure  to  repair  that  world-famous 
Tub  or  Tun,  as  your  Majesty  knows;  which  had  lain 
half-burnt,  ever  since  Louis  XIV.  with  his  firebrand 
robberies  lay  upon  us,  and  burnt  the  Pfalz  in  whole, 
small  honour  to  him!  1  repaired  the  Tun:*  it  is  pro* 
bably  the  successfiillest  feat  I  did  hitherto;  and  well 

*  KShler,  Munzbelustigungen  (viii.  418-424;  H5-J52),  who  glVtiji^EKir 
of  the  world's  wonder,  lying  horizontal  with  stairs  running  op  to  lt&*,'']|l(.^ 
Tans  of  tliat  kind  were  not  uncommon  in  Germany;  and  h«ATlMl«  \&|^jMp 
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worth  looking  at,  had  your  Majesty  had  time!"  —  ".7a 
wohl;  —  but  he  came  away  an  hour  before  me!"  — 
The  polite  Karl  Philip ,  at  length ,  sent  off  one  of  his 
own  Equerries  to  ride  towards  Heidelberg,  or  even  to 
Steinfurth  if  needful,  and  see  what  was  become  of  the 
Prince.  This  Official  person  met  the  Prince,  all  in 
order,  at  no  great  distance;  and  brought  him  safe  to 
Papa's  presence  again. 

Why  Papa  was  in  such  a  i^ss  about  this  little  cir- 
cumstance? Truly  there  has  something  come  to  Papa^s 
knowledge  since  he  started,  perhaps  since  he  arrived 
at  Mannheim.  Page  Keith,  who  rides  always  behind 
the  King's  coach,  has  ridden  this  day  in  an  agony  of 
remorse  and  terror;  and  at  length  (probably  in  Mann- 
heim, once  his  Majesty  is  got  to  his  Apartments,  or 
nov:j«=ihiil  he  finds  his  Majesty  so  anxious  there),  has 
faUen  on  his  knees ,  and  with  tears  and  obtestations,  — 
made  a  clean  breast  Page  Keith  has  confessed  that 
the  Crown-Prince  and  he  were  to  have  been  in  Speyer, 
or  farther,  at  this  time  of  the  day;  flying  rapidly  into 
France.  "  God's  Providence  alone  prevented  it!  Pardon, 
pardon:  slay  me,  your  Majesty;  but  there  is  the  naked 
truth,  and  the  whole  of  it,  and  I  have  nothing  more  to 
say!"  Hereupon  ensues  despatch  of  the  Equerry;  and 
hereupon,  as  wo  may  conjecture,  the  Equerry's  return 
with  Fritz  and  the  Trio  is  an  unspeakable  relief  to 
Friedrich  Wilhelm. 

tiplak  does  of  wine  were  to  be  paid  in  tMtvrd:  the  Heidelberg,  the  biggest 
of  tbtait  is  small  to  the  Wbitbread-and-Company ,  for  porter's  ale,  in  onr 
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Friedrich  Wilhelm  now  summons  Buddeabrock  and 
Company  straightway;  shows,  in  a,  sappressed-volcanic 
maimer,  with  questions  aad  statements,  —  obliged  to 
tuppresa  oneself  in  foreign  hospitable  Serene  Houses, 
—  what  atrocity  of  scandal  and  terror  has  been  on  the 
edge  of  happening:  "And  you  three,  Kochow,  Waldau, 
Buddenbrock,  mark  it,  you  three  are  responsible;  and 
shall  answer,  I  now  t«ll  you,  with  yonr  heads.  Death 
the  penalty,  unless  you  bring  him  to  our  own  Country 
agfun,  —  'living  or  dead,'"  added  the  Suppressed- 
Yolcano,  in  low  metallic  tone;  and  the  sparkling  eyes 
of  hini,  the  red  tint,  and  rustling  gestures,  make  the 
words  too  credible  to  us.* 

What  Friedrich  Wilhelm  got  to  speak  about  with 
the  old  Kur-Pfalz,  during  their  serene  passages  of 
bospltali^  at  Manaheim,  is  not  very  clear  to  me;  his 
Prussian  Sfajesty  is  privately  in  such  a  desperate 
hnmoor,  and  the  old  Kur-Pfalz  privately  so  discrepant 
on  all  manner  of  points,  especially  on  the  Jiilich-and- 
Berg  point  They  could  talk  freely  about  the  old 
Tark  Campaigns,  Battle  of  Zentha,**  and  Prince  Eugene; 
very  freely  about  the  Heidelberg  Tun.  But  it  is  known 
old  Karl  Philip  had  his  agents  at  the  Congress  of 
Soissons,  to  secure  that  Berg-and- Jtilich  interest  for  the 
Sslsbachs  and  him;  directly  in  the  teeth  of  Friedrich 

■Binke,  1.  aOT. 
•■  lltti  September  IBBT;  Eugene'i  crowning  feali  —  btfaklng  of  (ha 

efm  terror  and  onlragfl.  more  ud  more  of  ■  nuleiince  gmwjn?  nnbsarible, 
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Wilhelm.  How  that  may  have  gone,  since  the  Treaty 
of  Seville  broke  out  to  astonish  mankind,  —  will  be 
tmsafe  to  talk  about  For  the  rest,  old  Elarl  Philip 
has  frankly  adopted  the  Pragmatic  Sanction;^  but  then 
he  has,  likewise,  privately  made  league  with  France 
to  secure  him  in  that  JtLlich-and-Berg  matter,  should 
the  Kaiser  break  promise;  —  league  which  may  much 
obstruct  said  Sanction.  Nay  privately  he  is  casting 
glances  on  his  Bavarian  Cousin,  elegant  ambitious  Karl 
Albert  Kurftirst  of  Baiem,  —  are  not  we  all  from  the 
same  Wittelsbach  stock.  Cousins  from  of  old?  —  and 
will  undertake,  for  the  same  JtLlich-and-Berg  object,  to 
secure  Bavaria  in  its  claims  on  the  Austrian  Heritages 
in  defect  of  Heirs  Male  in  Austria.*  Which  runs 
directly  into  the  throat  of  said  Pragmatic  Sanction;; 
and  engages  to  make  it  mere  waste  sheepskin,  so  to 
speak!  Truly  old  Karl  Philip  has  his  abstruse  out- 
looks, this  way,  that  way;  most  abstruse  politics  id- 
together:  —  and  in  fact  we  had  better  speak  of  the 
Battle  of  Zentha  and  the  Heidelberg  Tun,  while  thil 
Visit  lasts. 

On  the  morrow,  Saturday  August  5th,  certain 
Frenchmen  from  the  Garrison  of  Landau  come  acrosf 
to  pay  their  court  and  dine.  Which  race  of  men 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  does  not  love;  and  now  less  lliaa 
ever^  gloomily  suspicious  they  may  be  come  on  parri- 
cide FritB^s  score,  —  you  Rochow  and  Company  keep 
JBa  eyie!  By  night  and  by  day  an  eye  upon  him! 
Wilhelm  was  no  doubt  glad  to  get  away  on 

«  Michaelis.  ii.  89-101. 
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ihe  morrow  afternoon;  fairly  out  into  the  Berg-Strasse, 
into  the  smnmer  breezes  and  umbrageous  woods,  with 
all  his  pertinents  still  safe  about  him;  rushing  towards 
Darmstadt  through  the  Sunday  stillness,  where  he  will 
arrive  in  the  evening,  time  enough.* 

The  old  Prince  of  Darmstadt,  Ernst  Ludwig,  Land- 
graf  of  Hessen-Darmstadt,  age  now  sixty-three,  has  a 
hoary  venerable  appearance,  according  to  Pollnitz, 
"but  sits  a  horse  well,  walks  well,  and  seems  to  enjoy 
perfect  health,"  —  which  we  are  glad  to  hear  of. 
What  more  concerns  us,  "he  lives  usually,  quite  retired, 
''in  a  small  house  upon  the  Square,"  in  this  extremely 
small  Metropolis  of  his,  "and  leaves  his  Heir-Apparent 
"to  manage  all  business  in  the  Palace  and  elsewhere."** 
Ppor  old  Gentleman,  he  has  the  biggest  Palace  almost 
in  the  world;  only  he  could  not  finish  it  for  want  of 
funds;  and  it  lies  there,  one  of  the  biggest  futilities, 
vexatious  to  look  upon.  No  doubt  the  old  Gentleman 
has  had  vexations,  plenty  of  them,  first  and  last  He 
is  now  got  disgusted  with  the  affairs  of  public  life,  and 
addicts  himself  very  much  to  "turning  ivory,"  as  the 
more  eligible  employment.  He  lives  in  that  smal^ 
house  of  his,  among  his  turning-lathes  and  ivory  shar 
Tings;  dines  in  said  small  house,  "at  a  table  for  four 
persons:"  only  on  Sunday,  and  above  all  on  this  Sun- 
day,  puts  off  his  apron;  goes  across  to  the  Palace ) 
dines  there,  in  state,  with  his  Heir  and  the  Gi     1 

*  **  Sunday  Evening  arrive  atDarmitadt,**  says  Seckendorif 
ill.  3) ,  bnt  by  mistake  caUs  it  the  '*  7th  '*  instead  of ''  6th.** 
**  peunlts,  Memoir i  and  Letters,  ii.  66. 

Carlyle,  Frederic  ihe  Great*  IV»  & 
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He  has  a  kinship  by  a&mty  to  Friedrich  Wilhehn;  his 
Wife  (dead  long  years  since),  Mother  of  this  Heir- 
Apparent,  was  an  Anspach  Princess,  Aunt  to  the  now 
Queen  Caroline  of  England.  Poor  old  fellow,  these 
insigni£cancies,  and  that  he  descends  direct  from  Philip 
the  Magnanimous  of  Hessen  (Luther^s  Philip,  who  in- 
sisted on  the  supplementary  Wife),  are  all  I  know  of 
him;  and  he  is  somewhat  tragic  to  me  there,  turning 
ivory  in  this  extremely  anarchic  world.  What  the 
passages  between  him  and  Friedrich  Wilhelm  were,  on 
this  occasion,  shall  remain  conjectural  to  all  creatures. 
Friedrich  Wilhehn  said,  this  Sunday  evening  at  Darm- 
stadt, to  his  own  Prince:  "Still  here,  then?  I  thought 
"you  would  have  been  in  Paris  by  this  time!"  —  To 
which  the  Prince,  with  artificial  firmness,  answered, 
He  could  certainly,  if  he  had  wished;*  and  being  fa- 
miliar with  reproaches,  perhaps  hoped  it  was  nothing. 

From  Darmstadt  to  Frankfurt -on- the -Mayn  is  not 
quite  forty  miles,  an  easy  morning  drive;  through  the 
old  Country  called  of  Katzenellenbogen;  Cafs-Elbow^ 
a  name  ridiculous  to  hear.**  Berg-Strasse  and  the 
^denwald  {Forest  of  the  Otti)  are  gone;  but  blue  on 
the  northeast  yonder,  if  your  Royal  Highness  will 
please  to  look,  may  be  seen  summits  of  the  Spessart^ 
a  much  grander  Forest,  —  tall  branchy  timbers  yonder, 
one  day  to  be  masts  of  admirals,  when  floated  down  as 

«  SMkendorfOnFSrster,  iii.),  p.  8. 
..,.**.  Ciutimelibocum ,  that  is,  CaUHm-'MeUbocum  {Catli  a  famed  Kation, 
"JflKft'oniHt  the  chief  Hill  or  Fortress  of  their  Coantry) ,  is  said  to  be  the 
,':OrtglMl|li-*-*  which  has  got  changed;  like  Aballaba  into  *' Appleby/*  or  Gotf 
jf9gf$ipQMi  us  into  "  The  Qoat  and  Compasses/*  among  ourselyes. 
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far  as  Eotterdam,  whitherward  one  still  meets  them 
going.  Spessart;  —  and  nearer,  well  hidden  on  the 
right,  is  an  obscure  village  called  Dettingen^  not  yet 
become  famous  in  the  Newspapers  of  an  idle  world;  of 
an  England  surely  very  idle  to  go  thither  seeking 
quarrels!  All  which  is,  naturally,  in  the  highest  degree 
indifferent  to  a  Crown-Prince  so  preoccupied.  —  They 
reach  Frankfurt,  Monday,  still  in  good  time. 

Behold,  at  Frankfort,  the  Trio  of  Vigilance,  Bud- 
denbrock  and  Company  (horrible  to  think  of!)  signify, 
"That  we  have  the  Ring's  express  orders  Not  to  enter 
the  Town  at  all  with  your  Eoyal  Highness.  We,  for 
our  part,  are  to  go  direct  into  one  of  the  Eoyal  Yachts, 
which  swing  at  anchor  here,  and  to  wait  in  the  same 
till  his  Majesty  have  done  seeing  Frankfort,  and  return 
to  us."  Here  is  a  message  for  the  poor  young  Prince: 
Detected,  prisoner,  and  a  volcanic  Majesty  now  likely 
to  be  in  full  play  when  he  returns!  —  Gilt  weather- 
cock on  the  Mayn  Bridge  (which  one  Goethe  used  to 
look  at,  in  the  next  generation)  —  this,  and  the  steeple^ 
tops  of  Frankfurt,  especially  that  steeple-top  with  the 
grinning  scull  of  the  mutinous  malefactor  on  it,  warning 
to  mankind  what  mutiny  leads  to:  this,  then,  is  what 
we  are  to  see  of  Frank^irt;  and  with  such  a  symphony 
as  our  thoughts  are  playing  in  the  background.  Un- 
happy Son,  unhappy  Father,  onc^  more! 

Nay  Friedrich  Wilhelm  got  new  lights  in  Frank- 
fort:  Bittmeister  Katte  had  an  estafette  waiting  for  Idzn 
there.    Estafette  with  a  certain  Letter,  which  the  YSAU- 
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meister  had  picked  up  in  Erlangen,  and  has  shot  across 
by  estafette  to  wait  his  Majesty  here.  Majesty  has  read 
with  open  eyes  and  throat:  Letter  from  the  Crown- 
Prince  to  Lieutenant  Katte  in  Berlin:  treasonous  Flight* 
project  now  indisputable  as  the  sun  at  noon!  —  His 
Majesty  stept  on  board  the  Yacht  in  such  humour  as 
waff  never  seen  before:  "Detestable  rebel  and  deserter, 
scandal  of  scandals  —  !"  —  it  is  confidently  written 
everywhere  (though  Seckendorf  diplomatically  keeps 
silence),  his  Majesty  hustled  and  tussled  the  unfortunate 
Crown-Prince,  poked  the  handle  of  his  cane  into  his 
fece  and  made  the  nose  bleed,  —  "Never  did  a  Bran- 
"dehburg  face  suffer  the  like  of  this!"  cried  the  poor 
Prince,  driven  to  the  edge  of  mad  ignition  and  one 
knows  not  what:  when  the  Buddenbrocks,  at  whatever 
peril,  interfered;  got  the  Prince  brought  on  board  a 
different  Yacht;  and  the  conflagration  moderated  for  the 
moment.  The  Yachts  get  under  way  towards  Maintz 
and  down  the  Ehine-stream.  The  Yachts  glide  swiftly 
on  the  favouring  current,  taking  advantage  of  what 
wind  there  may  be:  were  we  once  ashore  at  Wesel 
in  our  own  country,  —  wait  till  then,  thinks  his  Ma- 
jesty! 

And  so  it  was  on  these  terms  that  Friedrich  made 
his  first  acquaintance  with  the  beauties  of  the  Ehine; 
—  readers  can  judge  iwrhether  he  was  in  a  temper  very 
ojiea  to  the  picturesqua  I  know  not  that  they  paused 
!|)t  Jiefintz,  or  recollected  Barbarossa's  World-Touma- 
HitalA  or  the  Hochheim  vineyards  at  all:  I  see  the  young 
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man^s  Yacht  dashing  in  swift  gallop,  not  without  danger, 
through  the  Gap  of  Bingen;  dancing  wildly  on  the 
boiling  whirlpools  of  St  Goar,  well  threading  the  cliffs; 
—  the  young  man  gloomily  insensible  to  danger  of 
life,  and  charm  of  the  picturesque.  Coblenz  {Con- 
fiuentia)^  the  Moselle  and  Ehrenbreitstein:  Majesty, 
smoking  on  deck  if  he  like,  can  look  at  these  through 
giimly  pacifying  tobacco*,  but  to  the  Crown-Prince  life 
itself  is  fallen  haggard  and  bankrupt 

Over  against  Coblenz ,  nesded-in  between  the  Bhine 
and  the  foot  of  Ehrenbreitstein,*  there,  perhaps  even 
now,  in  his  Hunting-Lodge  of  Kerlich  yonder,  is  his 
Serene  Highness  the  fat  little  Kurfiirst  of  Trier,  one  of 
those  Austrian  Schonboms  (Brother  to  him  of  Bam- 
berg); upon  whom  why  should  we  make  a  call?  We 
are  due  at  Bonn;  the  fortunate  young  Kurftirst  of  K6ln, 
richest  Pluralist  in  the  Church,  expects  us  at  his  Be- 
sidence  there.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  views  the  fine  For- 
tress of  Ehrenbreitstein:  —  what  would  your  Majesty 
think  if  this  were  to  be  yours  in  a  hundred  years;  this 
and  much  else,  by  way  of  compound-interest  for  the 
Berg- and- Jtllich  and  other  out-standing  debts?  Courage, 
your  Majesty!  —  On  the  fat  little  Kurfiirst,  at  Kerlich 
here,  we  do  not  call:  probably  out  hunting;  "hunts 
every  day,"**  as  if  it  were  his  trade,  poor  little  souL 

At  Bonn,  where  we  do  step  ashore  to  lodge  with  a 
lean  Kurfiirst,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  strictly  charges,  in 
my  (Seckendorfs)  hearing,  the  Trio  of  Yigilanoe  to 

• 

»  PSIInitz,  Memoirs  and  Letters ,  lil.  180, 
••  BUaohing,  Beytrdge  ,  iv.  201, 
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have  an  eye;  to  see  that  they  bring  the  Prince  on  board 
again,  ^^ living  or  dead^  —  No  fear,  yonr  Majesty. 
Prince  listened  with  silent,  almost  defiant  patience, 
"m2<  grosser  GeduW*  *  At  Bonn  the  Prince  contrived 
to  confide  to  Seckendorf,  "That  he  had  in  very  truth 
"meant  to  run  away:  he  could  not,  at  the  age  he  was 
"come  to,  stand  such  indignities,  actual  strokes  as  in 
"the  Camp  of  Eadewitz;  —  and  he  would  have  gone 
"long  since,  had  it  not  been  for  the  Queen  and  the 
^Trincess  his  Sister^s  sake.  He  could  not  repent  what 
"he  had  done:  and  if  the  King  did  not  cease  beaming 
"him  in  that  manner,  &c.,  he  would  still  do  it.  For 
"loss  of  his  own  life,  such  a  life  as  his  had  grown,  he 
"cared  little;  his  chief  misery  was,  that  those  Officers 
"who  had  known  of  the  thing  should  come  to  misfor- 
"tune  by  his  means.  If  the  King  would  pardon  Ihese 
"poor  gentlemen,  he  would  tell  him  everything.  For 
"the  rest,  begged  Seckendorf  to  help  him  in  this  laby- 
"rinth;  —  nothing  could  ever  so  oblige  him  as  help 
"now;"  and  more  of  the  like  sort.  These  things  he 
said,  at  Bonn,  to  Seckendorf,  the  fountain  of  all  his 
woes.**  What  Seckendorf 's  reflections  on  this  his  sad 
handiwork  now  were,  we  do  not  know.  Probably  he 
made  none,  being  a  strong-minded  case-hardened  old 
stager;  but  resolved  to  do  what  he  could  for  the  poor 
youth.  Somewhere  on  this  route,  at  Bonn  more  likely 
than  elsewhere,  Friedrich  wrote  in  pencil  three  words 
to  Lieutenant  Keith  at  Wesel,  and  got  it  to  the  Post- 

*  Seckendorf  (in  FSrster,  iii.  4).  ««  lb.  iii.  4. 
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Office:  ^^SauveZ'Voua^  tout  est  decouvert  (All  is  fonnd 
out;  —  away)!"* 

Clement  August,  expensive  Kurftirst  of  Kbln  (Elec- 
tor of  Cologne,  as  we  call  it),  who  does  the  hospitali- 
ties here  at  Bonn,  in  a  grand  way,  with  "above  a 
hundred  and  fifty  chamberlains"  for  one  item, —  glance 
at  him,  reader;  perhaps  we  shall  meet  the  man  again. 
He  is  younger  Brother  of  the  elegant  ambitious  Karl 
Albert,  Kurfurst  of  Bavaria,  whom  we  have  transiently 
heard  of:  sons  both  of  them  are  of  that  "Elector  of 
Bavaria"  who  haunts  us  in  the  Marlborough  Histories, 

—  who  joined  Louis  XIV.  in  the  Succession  War,  and 
got  hunted  about  at  such  a  rate,  after  Blenheim  espe- 
cially. His  Boys,  prisoners  of  the  Kaiser,  were  bred 
up  in  a  confiscated  state,  as  sons  of  a  mere  private  gen- 
tleman ;  nothing  visibly  ahead  of  them,  at  one  time,  but 
an  obscure  and  extremely  limited  destiny  of  that  kind; 

—  though  now  again,  on  French  favour,  and  the  turn 
of  Fortune's  inconstant  wheel,  they  are  mounting  very 
higL  Bavaria  came  all  back  to  the  old  Elector  of  Ba- 
varia; ^ven  Marlborough's  "Principality  of  MindelheinC* 
came.**  And  the  present  KurfUrst,  who  will  not  do  the 
Pragmatic  Sanction  at  all,  —  Kurfiirst  Karl  Albert  of 
Baiem,  our  old  Karl  Philip  of  Mannheim's  genealogical 
"Cousin;"  —  we  heard  of  abstruse  colleaguings  there, 

*  Wilhelmina  (i.  265)  says  it  was  a  Page  of  the  Old  Dessauer's  ,  a  com- 
rade of  Keith's »  who,  having  known  in  time,  gave  him  warning. 

**  At  the  Peace  of  Baden  (corollary  to  Utrecht)^  1714.  Elector  had  been 
"banned**  (gedchtet,  solemnly  drammed  ont),  1706;  nothing  bat  French 
pay  to  live  upon,  till  he  got  back:  died,  26th  Febniary  1726,  whenKfiri 
Albert  succeeded  (Michaelis,  ii.  255). 
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tendencies  to  break  the  Pragmatic  Sanction  altogether, 
and  reduce  it  to  waste  sheepskin!  Not  impossible  Karl 
Albert  will  go  high  enough.  And  this  Clement  August 
the  cadet,  he  is  Kurftirst  of  Koln;  bj  good  election- 
tactics,  and  favour  of  the  French,  he  has  managed  to 
succeed  an  Uncle  here:  has  succeeded  at  Osnabrfick  in 
like  fashion;  —  poor  old  Ernst  August  of  Osnabrfick 
(to  whom  we  once  saw  Greorge  I.  galloping  to  die,  and 
who  himself  soon  after  died),  his  successor  is  this  same 
Clement  August,  the  turn  for  a  Catholic  Bishop  being 
come  at  Osnabnick,  and  the  French  being  kind.  Kur- 
ftirst of  Koln,  Bishop  of  Osnabriick,  ditto  of  Paderbom 
and  Miinster,  ditto  now  of  Hildesheim;  richest  Pluralist 
of  the  Church.  Gt)es  about  here  in  a  languid  expen- 
sive manner;  "in  green  coat  trimmed  with  narrow 
"silver-lace,  small  bagwig  done  with  French  garniture 
^^(Schleife)  in  front;  and  has  red  heels  to  his  shoes."  A 
lanky  indolent  figure,  age  now  thirty;  ^4all  and  slouch- 
"ing  of  person,  long  lean  face,  hook  nose,  black  beard, 
"mouth  somewhat  open."*  Has  above  one  hundred 
and  fifty  chamberlains;  —  and,  I  doubt  not,  i&  inex- 
pressibly wearisome  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's present  mood.  Patience  for  the  moment,  and 
politeness  above  all  things!  —  The  Trio  of  Vigilance 
had  no  difficulty  with  Friedrich;  brought  him  on  board 
safe  again  next  day,  and  all  proceeded  on  their  voyage; 


*  Bliscbing  (Beytrdge,  iv.  301-204:  from  a  certain  Trayelling  Tutor's 
Ms,  Diary  of  1731 ;  where  also  is  detail  of  the  KurfUrst's  mode  of  Dining,  — 
elaborate  bat  dreary,  both  mode  and  detail).  His  Schloss  is  now  the  Bona 
UnlTersity, 
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the  Kurfiirst  in  person  politely  escorting  as  far  as  Koln. 

K5ln,  famed  old  City  of  die  Three  Kings,  with  its 
famed  Cathedral  where  those  three  gentlemen  are  buried, 
here  the  KurfUrst  ceases  escorting;  and  the  flat  old  City- 
is  left,  exciting  what  reflections  it  can.  The  architec- 
tural Dilettanti  of  the  world  gather  here;  St.  Ursula  and 
her  Eleven  Thousand  Virgins  were  once  massacred 
here,  your  Majesty;  an  English  Princess  she,  it  is  said. 
*''' Narrenpossen  (Pack  of  nonsense)  I "  grumbles  Majesty, 
—  Pleasant  Dfisseldorf  is  much  more  interesting  to  his 
Majesty;  the  pleasant  Capital  of  Berg,  which  ought  to 
be  ours^  if  right  could  be  done;  if  old  Pfalz  would  give 
np  his  crotchets;  and  the  bowls,  in  the  big  game  play- 
ing at  Seville  and  elsewhere,  would  roll  fair!  Dtissel- 
dorf  and  that  flne  Palace  of  the  Pfalzers,  which  ought 
to  be  mine;  —  and  here  next  is  Kaiserswerth,  a  place 
of  fideges,  cannonadings,  known  to  those  I  knew.  'M-na, 
from  father  to  son  and  grandson,  it  goes  on,  and  there 
is  no  end  to  trouble  and  war  I  — 

Hift  Majesty's  next  lodging  is  at  Mors;  old  gaunt 
Castle  in  the  Town  of  Mors,  which  (thanks  to  Leopold 
of  Anhalt-Dessau  and  the  Iron  Eamrods)  is  now  his 
Majesty's,  in  spite  of  the  Dutch.  There  the  lodging  is, 
at  an  hour's  drive  westward  from  the  Rhine-shore:  — 
where  his  Majesty  quitted  the  Eiver,  I  do  not  know; 
nor  whether  the  Crown-Prince  went  to  M5rs  with  him, 
or  waited  in  his  Yacht;  but  guess  the  latter.  His  Ma- 
jesty intends  for  Geldem  on  the  morrow,  on  matters  of 
business  thither,  for  the  Town  is  his:  but  what  would 
the  Prince,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  do  there?  — 
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At  M6rs,  Seckendorf  found  means  to  address  Ms  Ma- 
jesty privately,  and  snaffled  into  Mm  suggestions  of 
mercy  to  the  repentant  Prince,  and  to  the  poor  Officers 
whom  he  was  so  anxious  about  "Well,  if  he  tviU 
confess  everything,  and  leave  off  Ms  quirks  and  con- 
cealments: but  I  know  he  won't!"  answered  Majesty. 

In  that  dilapidated  Castle  of  Mors,  —  look  at  it, 
reader,  though  in  the  dark;  we  may  see  it  again,  or 
the  shadow  of  it,  perhaps  by  moonlight.  A  very  gaunt 
old  Castle;  next  to  nothing  living  in  it,  since  the  Old 
Dessauer  (by  stratagem,  and  without  shot  fired)  fiung 
out  the  Dutch,  in  the  Treaty-of-Utrecht  time;  M5rs 
Castle  and  Territory  being  indisputably  ours,  though 
always  withheld  from  us  on  pretexts.* 

At  Geldem,  in  the  pressure  of  business  next  day, 
Ms  Majesty  got  word  from  Wesel,  that  Lieutenant 
Keith  was  not  now  to  be  found  in  Wesel.  "Was  last 
seen  there  (that  we  can  hear  of)  certain  hours  before 
your  Majesty's  All-gracious  Order  arrived.  Had  sad- 
dled his  own  horse;  came  ambling  through  the  Brtinen 
Gate,  "going  out  to  have  a  ride,"  he  said;  "and  did  not 
return."  —  "Keith  gone,  scandalous  Keith,  whom  I 

*  Narrative  of  the  march  thither  (Night  of  7th  November  1712; ,  and 
dextroas  surprisal  of  the  place ,  in  Leopoldi  von  Anhali-Dessau  Leben  uni 
Thaten  (Anonymons,  by  Aan/fOt  pp«  85-90;  —  where  the  Despatch  of  the 
astonished  Dutch  Commandant  himself,  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  is 
given.  Part  of  the  Orange  Heritage,  this  MSrs,  —  came  by  the  Qreat 
Elector's  first  Wife;  —  bat  had  hung  sub  ^tte (though  the  Parchments  were 
plain  enough)  ever  since  our  King  William's  death,  and  earlier.  Neuchfttel, 
accepted  instead  of  Orange,  and  not  even  of  the  value  of  MQrs,  was  another 
item  of  the  same  lot.  Besides  which,  we  shall  hear  of  old  Palaces  at  Loo 
and  other  dilapidated  objects ,  Incidentally  in  time  coming. 
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pardoned  only  few  weeks  ago;  he  too  is  in  the  Plot! 
Will  the  very  Army  break  its  oath,  then?"  His  Ma- 
jesty bursts  into  fire  and  flame,  at  these  new  tidings; 
orders  that  Colonel  Dumoulin  (our  expertest  rogue- 
tracer)  go  instantly  on  the  scent  of  Keith,  and  follow 
him  tiU  found  and  caught  Also,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  Crown-Prince  be  constituted  prisoner;  sail  down 
to  Wesel,  prisoner  in  his  Yacht,  and  await  upon  the 
Rhine  there  his  Majesty^s  arrivaL  Formidable  omens, 
it  is  thought 

His  Majesty,  all  business  done  in  G^ldem,  drives 
across  to  Wesel;  can  see  Fritz's  Yacht  waiting  duly  in 
the  River,  and  black  Care  hovering  over  her.  It  is  on 
the  evening  of  the  12th  of  August  1730.  And  so  his 
Majesty  ends  this  memorable  Tour  into  the  Eeich;  but 
has  not  yet  ended  the  gloomy  miseries,  for  himself  and 
others,  which  plentifully  sprung  out  of  that 
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CHAPTEE  Vn. 

CATASTROPHE,  AND  MAJESTY,  ARRIVE  IN  BERLIN. 

At  Berlin  dark  nunours  of  this  intended  Flight, 
and  actual  Arrest  of  the  Crown-Prince,  are  agitating 
all  the  world;  especially  Lieutenant  Katte,  and  the 
Queen  and  Wilhelmina,  as  we  may  suppose.  The  first 
news  of  it  came  tragically  on  the  young  Princess.* 

''Mamma  had  given  a  ball  in  honour  of  Papa's  Birthday/' 
—  Tuesday  15th  August  1730*,  —  and  we  were  all  dancing  in 
the  fine  saloons  ofMonbijou,  with  pretty  intervals  in  the  cool 
boscages  and  orangeries  of  the  place:  all  of  us  as  happy  as 
could  be;  Wilhelmina,  in  particular,  dancing  at  an  unusual 
rate.  *  *  We  recommenced  the  ball  after  supper.  For  six  years 
"  I  had  not  danced  before :  it  was  new  fruit ,  and  I  took  my  fill 
''of  it,  without  heeding  much  what  was  passing.  Madam 
"Billow,  who  with  others  of  them  had  worn  long  faces  all 
"night,  pleading  'illness'  when  one  noticed  it,  said  to  me 
"several  times :  ' It  is  late ,  I  wish  you  had  done.'  —  *  £% ,  mon 
"  ^Dieu ! '  I  answered, '  let  me  have  enough  of  dancing  this  one 
'"new  time;  it  maybe  long  before  it  comes  again.' —  'That 
' '  may  well  be ! '  said  she .  I  paid  no  regard,  but  continued  to 
"divert  myself.  She  returned  to  the  charge  half  an  hour 
"after:   'Will  you  end,  then!'   said  she  with  a  vexed  air: 

*  Apparently  some  rumour  from  Frankfurt,  which  she  confuses  in  her 
after-memory  with  the  specific  news  from  Wesel;  for  her  dates  here,  as 
usual,  are  all  awry  (Wilhelmina,  i.  246;  Preuss,  i.  42,  iv.  473;  Seckendorf, 
inFtJrster,  ill.  6). 
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"  *  yon  are  so  engaged,  you  have  eyes  for  nothing/ — *  You  are 
''  'An  such  a  humour/ 1  replied ,  *  that  I  know  not  what  to  make 
"*  of  it.*  —  *Look  at  the  Queen,  then.  Madam 5  and  you  will 
"* cease  to  reproach  me!*  A  glance  which  I  gave  that  way 
"filled  me  with  terror.  There  sat  the  Queen,  paler  than  death, 
"in  a  comer  of  the  room,  in  low  conference  with  Sonsfeld 
"  and  Countess  Finckenstein.  As  my  Brother  was  most  in  my 
"anxieties,  I  asked.  If  it  concerned  him?  Billow  shrugged 
"  her  shoulders ,  answering,  *  I  don't  know  at  all ! '  A  moment 
" after,  the  Queen  gave  Good-night;  and  got  into  her  carriage 
"  with  me,  —  speaking  no  word,  all  the  way  to  the  Schloss ;  so 
"that  I  thought  my  Brother  must  be  dead,  and  I  myself  took 
"violent  palpitations,  and  Sonsfeld,  contrary  to -orders,  had  at 
*  *  last  to  tell  me  in  the  course  of  the  night.**  Poor  Wilhelmina, 
and  poor  Mother  of  Wilhelmina ! 

The  fact,  of  Arrest,  and  unknown  mischief  to  the 
Prince,  is  taken  for  certain;  but  what  may  be  the 
issues  of  it;  who  besides  the  Prince  have  been  involved 
in  it,  especially  who  will  be  found  to  have  been  in- 
volved, is  matter  of  dire  guess  to  the  three  who  are 
most  interested  here.  Lieutenant  Katte  finds  he  ought 
to  dispose  of  the  Prince's  effects  which  were  intrusted 
to  him;  of  the  Thousand  gold  Thalers  in  particular, 
and,  beyond  and  before  all,  of  the  locked  Writing- 
desk,  in  which  lies  the  Prince's  Correspoii^dence,  the 
very  Queen  and  Princess  likely  to  be  concerned  in  it! 
Katte  despatches  these  two  objects,  the  Money  and 
the  little  Desk,  in  all  secrecy,  to  Madam  Finckenstein, 
as  to  the  surest  hand,  with  a  short  Note  shadowing 
out  what  he  thinks  they  are:  Countess  Finckenstein^  old 
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General  von  Finckenstein's  Wife,  and  a  second  mother 
to  the  Prince,  she,  like  her  Husband,  a  sworn  partisan 
of  the  Prince  and  his  Mother,  shall  do  with  these  pre- 
cious and  terrible  objects  what,  to  her  own  wise  judg- 
ment, seems  best. 

Madam  Finckenstein  carries  them  at  once,  in  deep 
silence,  to  the  Queen.  Huge  dismay  on  the  part  of  the 
Queen  and  Princess.  They  know  too  well  what  Letters 
may  be  there;  and  there  is  a  seal  on  the  Desk,  and 
no  key  to  it;  neither  must  it,  in  time  coming,  seem  to 
have  been  opened,  even  if  we  could  now  open  it  A 
desperate  pinch,  and  it  must  be  solved.  Female  wit 
and  Wilhelmina  did  solve  it,  by  some  pre()minently 
acute  device  of  their  despair;*  and  contrived  to  get 
the  Letters  out:  hundreds  of  Letters,  enough  to  be  our 
death  if  read,  says  Wilhelmina.  These  Letters  they 
burnt;  and  set  to  writing,  fast  as  the  pen  would  go, 
other  letters  in  their  stead.  Fancy  the  mood  of  these 
two  Royal  Women,  and  the  black  whirlwind  they  were 
in.  Wilhelmina's 'despatch  was  incredible;  pen  went 
at  the  gallop  night  and  day:  new  letters,  of  old  dates 
and  of  no  meaning,  are  got  into  the  Desk  again; 
the  Desk  closed,  without  mark  of  injury,  and  shoved 
aside  while  it  is  yet  time.  —  Time  presses;  his  Ma- 
jesty too,  and  the  events,  go  at  gallop.  Here  is  a 
Letter  from  his  Majesty,  to  a  trusty  Mistress  of  the 
Robes,  or  whatever  she  is;  which,  let  it  arrive  through 
what  softening  media  it  likes,  will  complete  the  poor 
Queen's  despair: 

«  Wilhelmina,  i.  253-257. 
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"My  dear  Frau  von  Kamecke,  —  Fritz  has  attempted  to 
"  desert  I  have^been  under  the  necessity  to  have  him  arrested. 
"I  request  you  to  tell  my  Wife  of  it  in  some  good  way,  that 
"  the  news  may  not  terrify  her.    And  pity  an  unhappy  Father. 

"  Friedeich  Wilhelm."  * 

The  same  post  brought  an  order  to  the  Colonel  of 
the  Gens-d'Armes  to  put  that  Lieutenant  Katte  of  his 
under  close  confinement:  —  we  hope  the  thoughtless 
young  fellow  has  abeady  got  out  of  the  way?  He  is 
getting  his  saddle  altered;  fettling  about  this  and  that; 
does  not  consider  what  danger  he  is  in.  This  e^ime 
Sunday,  his  Major  met  him  on  the  Street  of  Berlin; 
said,  in  a  significant  tone,  "You  still  here,  Katte!"  — 
"I  go  this  night,"  answered  Katte;  but  he  again  put  it 
off,  did  not  go  this  night;  and  the  order  for  his  arrest 
did  come  in.  On  the  morrow  morning,  Colonel  Panne- 
witz,  hoping  now  he  was  not  there,  went  with  the 
rhadamanthine  order;  and  finding  the  unlucky  fellow, 
was  obliged  to  execute  it.  Katte  lies  in  ward,  awaiting 
what  may  be  prepared  for  him. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  at  Wesel  has  had  rough  pas- 
sages with  the  Prince  and  others.  On  the  Saturday 
evening,  12th  August  1730,**  his  Majesty  had  the 
Culprit  brought  on  shore,  to  the  Commandant's  House, 
for  an  interview.  Culprit  proving  less  remorseful  than 
was  expected,  and  evidently  not  confessing  everything, 
a  loud  terrible  scene  ensued ;  which  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 

»  No  date:  "arrived^'  (from Wesel,  we  conclude),  Sunday  "20thAagaBV* 
tt  the  Palace  of  Berlin  (Prcass,  i.  42). 

**  PreasB,  iv.  478;  Seckendorf  (F^rster ,  iii.  6)  sayslSth^  bat«ToivQ. 
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the  unhappy  Father,  winded  up  by  drsrwing  his  sword 
to  run  the  unnatural  Son  through  the  body.  Old 
General  Mosel,  Commandant  of  Wesel,  sprang  between 
them,  "Sire,  cut  me  to  death,  but  spare  your  Son!" 
and  the  sword  was  got  back  to  its  scabbard;  and  the 
Prince  lodged  in  a  separate  room,  two  sentries  with 
fixed  bayonets  keeping  watch  over  him.  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  did  not  see  his  face  again  for  twelve  months  to 
come,  —  *  twelve  months  and  three  days.' 

Military  gentlemen  of  due  grimness  interrogated  the 
Pri^e  next  evening,*  from  a  Paper  drawn  up  by  his 
Maji&ty  in  the  interim.  Prince  confesses  little:  Did 
design  to  get  across  the  Ehine  to  Landau;  thence  to 
Strasburg,  Paris,  in  the  strictest  incognito;  intended  to 
volunteer  there,  thought  he  might  take  French  service, 
profoundly  incognito,  and  signalise  liimself  in  the 
Italian  War  (just  expected  to  break  out),  which  might 
have  recovered  him  some  favour  from  his  Majesty:  does 
not  tell  clearly  where  his  money  came  from;  shy  ex- 
tremely of  elucidating  Katte  and  Keith;  —  in  fact,  as 
we  perceive,  struggles  against  mendacity,  but  will  not 
tell  the  whole  truth.  "Let  him  lie  in  ward,  then;  and 
take  what  doom  the  Laws  have  appointed  for  the  like 
of  him!"  Divine  Laws,  are  they  not?  Well,  yes, 
your  Majesty;  divine  and  human;  —  or  are  there  per- 
haps no  laws  but  the  human  sort,  completely  explicit 
in  this  case?  "He  is  my  Colonel  at  least,"  thinks 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  "and  tried  to  desert  and  make 
others  desert     If  a  rebellious  Crown-Prince,  breaking 

*  Seokendorf(inF8r8ter,  ill*  6). 
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his  Father's  heart,  find  the  laws  still  inarticulate; 
a  deserting  Colonel  of  the  Potsdam  Eegiment  finds 
them  speak  plain  enough!  Let  him  take  the  answer 
they  give  him."  — 

Dumoulin,  in  the  mean  while,  can  make  nothing  of 
Keith,  the  runaway  Lieutenant.  Dumoulin,  with  his 
sagacious  organ,  soon  came  upon  the  scent  of  Keith; 
and  has  discovered  these  things  about  him.  One  even- 
ing, a  week  before  his  Majesty  arrived,  Sunday  evexi- 
ing  6th  August  1730,*  Lieutenant  Keith,  doubtless 
smelling  something,  saddled  his  horse  as  above  men- 
tioned, decided  to  have  a  ride  in  the  country  thni.fine 
evening,  and  issued  out  at  the  Briinen  Gate  of  WeseL 
He  is  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Khine;  pleasant  yellow 
fields  on  this  hand  and  that.  He  ambles  slowly,  for  a 
space;  then  gradually  awakens  into  speed,  into  Ml 
speed;  arrives,  within  a  couple  of  hours,  at  Dingden, 
a  Village  in  the  Milnster  Territory,  safe  over  the 
Prussian  border,  by  the  shortest  line:  and  from  Dingden 
rides  at  more  leisure,  but  without  losing  time,  into  the 
Dutch  Overyssel  region,  straight  towards  the  Hague. 
He  must  be  in  the  Hague?  said  Dumoulin  to  the 
Official  persons,  on  arriving  there,  —  to  Mardenfeld 
the  Prussian  Ambassador  there,**  and  to  Keppel,  Dutch 
Official  gentleman  who  was  once  Ambassador  at  Berlin* 
Prussian  Ambassador  applies,  and  again  applies,  in  the 
highest  quarters ;  but  we  fear  they  are  slack.  Dumoulin 
discovers  that  the  man  was  certainly  here;'  Keppel 
readily  admits,  He  had  Keith  to  dinner  a  few  days 

*  PrensB,  ir.  478.  •*  Seckendorf  (Ftfrtter,  Hi*  TV 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great*  IV,  ^ 
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ago*,  but  where  Keith  now  is,  Keppel  cannot  form  the 
least  guess. 

Domoolin  suspects  he  is  with  Lord  Chesterfield,  the 
English  Ambassador  here.  A  light  was  seen,  for  a 
night  or  two,  in  one  of  the  garret-rooms  of  Lord 
Chesterfield's  house,  —  probably  Keith  reading?  — 
but  Keith  is  not  to  be  heard  of,  on  inquiry  there;  and 
the  very  light  has  now  gone  out  The  distinguished 
English  Lord  is  gone  to  England  in  these  days;  but 
his  German  Secretary  is  not  gone:  the  House  is  in- 
violable, impregnable  to  Prussia.  Who  knows,  in  spite 
of  titili  light  going  out,  but  Keith  is  still  there,  merely 
with  a  window-shutter  to  screen  him?  One  morning,  it 
becom.es  apparent  Keith  is  not  there.  One  morning,  a 
gentleman  at  the  seaside  is  admiring  Dutch  fishing- 
skiffs,  and  how  they  do  sail  "Pooh,  Sir,  that  is 
nothing!"  answers  a  man  in  multiplex  breeches:  "the 
other  night  I  went  across  to  England  in  one,  with  an 
Excellency's  Messenger  who  could  not  wait!"  —  Truth 
is,  the  Chesterfield  Secretary,  who  forbade  lights,  took 
the  first  good  night  for  conveying  Keith  to  Scheveningen 
and  the  seaside;  where  a  Fisher-boat  was  provided  for 
him;  which  carried  him,  frail  craft  as  it  was,  safe 
across  to  England.  Once  there,  the  Authorities  took 
pity  on  the  poor  fellow;  —  ftimished  the  modicum  of 
cash  and  help;  sent  him  with  Admiral  Norris  to  assist 
the  Portuguese,  menaced  with  Spanish  war  at  this 
time;  among  whom  he  gradually  rose  to  be  Major  of 
Horse.  Friedrich « Wilhelm  cited  him  by  tap  of  drum 
three  times  in  Wesel,  and  also  in  the  Gazettes,  native 
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and  Dutch;  then,  as  he  did  not  come,  nailed  an  Effigy 
of  him  (cut  in  four,  if  I  remember)  on  the  gallows 
there;  and  confiscated  any  property  he  had.  Keith 
had  more  pedigree  than  property;  was  of  Poberow  in 
Pommem;  son  of  poor  gentlefolks  there.  He  sent  no 
word  of  himself  to  Prussia,  for  the  next  ten  years:  so 
that  he  had  become  a  kind  of  myth  to  many  people; 
to  his  pbor  Mother  among  the  rest,  who  has  her  tragi- 
cal surmises  about  him.  He  will  appear  again;  but 
not  to  much  purpose.  His  Brother,  the  Page  Keith,  is 
packed  into  the  Fusileer  Keginient,  at  Wesel  her^  and 
there  walks  sentry,  unheard  of  for  the  rest  of  hb  life. 
So  much  for  the  Keiths.* 

Other  difficulty  there  is  as  to  the  prison  of  the 
Prince.  Wesel  is  a  strong  Town;  but  for  obvious 
reasons  one  nearer  Berlin,  farther  from  the  frontier, 
would  be  preferable.  Towards  Berlin,  however,  there 
is  no  route  all  on  Prussian  ground:  from  these  divided 
Cleve  Countries  we  have  to  cross  a  bit  of  Hanover,  a 
bit  of  Hessen-Cassel:  suppose  these  Serene  Highnesses 
were  to  interfere?  Not  likely  they  will  interfere,  an- 
swer ancient  military  men,  of  due  grimness;  at  any 
rate,  we  can  go  a  roundabout  road,  and  they  need  not 
know!  That  is  the  method  settled  on;  neighbourhood 
of  Berlin,  clearly  somewhere  there,  must  be  the  place? 
Old  Castle  of  Mittenwalde,  in  the  Wusterhausen  en- 

*  Preass:  Friedrich  mit  seinen  Verwaniten  und  Freunden,  pp.  880,  892. 
—  See,  on  this  and  the  other  points,  PClInitz,  Memoiren,  ii.  852-874  (and 
correct  his  many  blanders). 
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virons,  let  ihat  be  die  first  resting-point,  lihen;  Eochow, 
Waldau,  and  the  Wesel  Fusileer -Colonel  here,  sure 
men,  with  a  trooper  or  two  for  escort,  shall  conduct 
the  Prisoner.  By  Treuenbrietzen,  by  circuitous  roads: 
swift,  silent,  steady,  —  and  with  vigilance,  as  you  shall 
answer!  —  These  preliminaries  settled,  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  drives  off  homewards,  black  Care  riding  behind 
him.  He  reaches  Berlin,  Sunday  27th  August;  finds  a 
world  gone  all  to  a  kind  of  doomsday  with  him  there, 
poor  gentleman. 


..^'• 


Scene  at  Berlin  on  Majesty's  Arrival. 

On  Sunday  evening,  27th  August  1730,  his  Majesty, 
who  had  rested  overnight  at  Potsdam  fi-om  his  rapid 
journey,  drove  into  Berlin  between  four  and  five  in  the 
afternoon.  Deserter  Fritz  is  following,  under  escort  of 
his  three  military  gentlemen,  at  a  slower  rate  and  by 
circuitous  routes,  so  as  to  avoid  the  territories  of  Hano- 
ver and  Hessen,  —  towards  Mittenwalde  in  the  Wuster- 
hausen  neighbourhood.  The  military  gentlemen  are 
vigilant  as  Argus,  and,  though  pitying  the  poor  Prince, 
must  be  rigorous  as  Rhadamanthus.  His  attempts  at 
escape,  of  which  Tradition  mentions  more  than  one, 
they  will  not  report  to  Papa,  nor  even  notice  to  the 
Prince  himself;  but  will  take  care  to  render  ftitile,  one 
and  all:  his  Majesty  may  be  secure  on  that  score. 

The  scenes  that  follow  are  unusual  in  royal  history; 
and  having  been  reported  in  the  world  with  infinite 
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noise  and  censure,  made  up  of  laughter  and  horror,  it 
will  behove  us  to  be  the  more  exact  in  relating  them 
as  they  actually  befel.  Very  difficult  to  pull,  out  of 
that  ravelled  cartload  of  chaotic  thrums,  here  a  thread 
and  there  a  thread,  capable  of  being  brought  to  the 
straight  state,  and  woven  into  legible  narrative!  But 
perhaps,  by  that  method,  the  mingled  laughter  and 
horror  will  modify  itself  a  little.  What  we  can  well 
say  is,  that  pity  also  ought  not  to  be  wanting.  The 
next  six  months  were  undoubtedly  by  far  the  wretchedest 
of  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  life.  The  poor  King,  except 
that  he  was  not  conscious  of  intending  wrong,  but  much 
the  reverse,  walked  in  the  hollow  night  of  Gehenna, 
all  that  while,  and  was  often  like  to  be  driven  mad  by 
the  turn  things  had  taken. 

Here  is  scene  first:  Wilhelmina  reports  his  Majesty's 
arrival  that  Sunday  afternoon,  to  the  following  effect; 
she  was  present  in  the  adventure,  and  not  a  spectatress 
only: 

"  The  Queen  was  alone  in  his  Majesty's  Apartment,  waiting 
"for  him  as  he  approached.  At  sight  of  her,  in  the  distance, 
"he  called  out:  *  Your  losel  of  a  Son  (votre  indigne  fils)  has 
"'ended  at  last;  you  have  done  with  Aim,'  or  words  to  that 
"  effect.  *  What,'  cried  the  Queen,  *you  have  had  the  barbarity 
"  *  to  kill  him?'  —  *  Yes ,  I  teU  you,  —  but  where  is  the  sealed 
"*Desk?'  The  Queen  went  to  her  own  Apartment  to  fetch 
"  it ;  I  ran  in  to  her  there  for  a  moment :  she  was  out  of  herself, 
wringing  her  hands,  ciying  incessantly,  and  said  without 
ceasing:  ^Mon  DieUf  mon  fils  (0  God,  my  Son)!'  Breath 
failed  me ;  I  fell  fainting  into  the  arms  of  M^idoisi  ^^  ^^i^- 
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"feld."  —  The  Qaeen  took  away  the  Writing-case ;  King  tore 
out  the  letters,  and  went  off;  upon  which  the  Queen  came 
down  again  to  us. 

'^We  learned  from  some  attendant  that,  at  least,  my 
"Brother  was  not  dead.  The  King  now  came  back.  We  all 
"  ran  to  kiss  his  hands ;  but  me  he  no  sooner  noticed  than  rage 
"and  fury  took  possession  of  him.  He  became  black  in  the 
"  face,  his  eyes  sparkling  fire,  his  mouth  foaming.  ^  Infamous 
"  *  canaille,'  said  he :  *  darest  thou  show  thyself  before  me  ?  Go, 
"  *  keep  thy  scoundrel  of  a  Brother  company  I '  And  so  saying, 
"  he  seized  me  with  one  hand,  slapping  me  on  the  face  with  the 
"other," —  clenched  as  a  fist  (j)oing)y  — "several  blows;  one  of 
"which  struck  me  on  the  temple,  so  that  I  fell  back,  and 
"should  have  split  my  head  against  a  corner  of  the  wainscot, 
"had  not  Madam  de  Sonsfeld  caught  me  by  the  headdress  and 
"broken  the  fall.  I  lay  on  the  ground  without  consciousness. 
"  The  King,  in  a  frenzy,  was  for  striking  me  with  his  feet ;  had 
"not  the  Queen,  my  Sisters  and  the  rest,  run  between,  and 
"those  who  were  present  prevented  him.  They  all  ranked 
"themselves  round  me,  which  gave  Mesdames  de  Kamecke 
"  and  Sonsfeld  time  to  pick  me  up.  They  put  me  in  a  chair  in 
"  the  embrasure  of  a  window ;  threw  water  on  my  face  to  bring 
"me  to  life:  which  care  I  lamentably  reproached  them  with, 
"death  being  a  thousand  times  better,  in  the  pass  things  had 
"  come  to.  The  Queen  kept  shrieking ,  her  firmness  had  quite 
"left  her:  she  wrung  her  hands,  and  ran  in  despair  up  and 
"down  the  room.  The  King's  face  was  so  disfigured  with 
"rage ,  it  was  frightful  to  look  upon.  The  little  ones  were  on 
"  their  knees,  begging  for  me,"  *  — 

—  poor  little  beings ,  what  a  group :  Amelia ,  the  youngest 
girl,   about  six;  Henri,  in  his  bits  of  trousers,  hardly 

«  WUhelmina,  i.  265-267. 
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over  four!  —  For  the  rest,  I  perceive,  this  room  was 
on  the  first  or  a  lower  floor,  and  such  noises  were  very- 
audible.  The  Guard  had  turned  out  at  the  noise;  and 
a  crowd  was  collecting  to  see  and  hear:  ''Move  on  I 
Move  on!"  — 

**The  King  had  now  changed  his  tune:  he  admitted  that 
'*my  Brother  was  still  alive ;  but  vowed  horribly  he  would  put 
"him  to  death ,  and  lay  me  fast ,  within  four  walls ,  for  the  rest 
**  of  my  life.  He  accused  me  of  being  the  Prince's  accomplice, 
"whose  crime  was  high  treason;  — also  of  having  an  intrigue 
"of  Ipve  with  Katte,  to  whom,  he  said,  I  had  borne  several 
"children."  The  timid  Govemante  flamed  up  at  this  unheard- 
of  insult:  *That  is  not  true,'  said  she  fiercely,  *  whoever  has 
told  your  Majesty  such  a  thing  has  told  a  lie ! '  *  0 ,  spare  my 
"* Brother,  and  I  will  marry  the  Duke  of  Weissenfels,' 
"whimpered  I;  but  in  the  great  noise  he  did  not  hear;  and 
"while  I  strove  to  repeat  it  louder,  Sonsfeld  clapt  herhand- 
"  kerchief  on  my  face. 

"Hustling  aside  to  get  rid  of  the  handkerchief,  I  saw  Katte 
"crossing  the  Square.  Four  soldiers  were  conducting  him  to 
''the  King;  trunks,  my  Brother's  and  his  own,  sealed,  were 
"coming  on  in  the  rear.  Pale  and  downcast,  he  took  off  his 
"hat  to  salute  me,"  —  poor  Katte ,  to  me  always  so  prostrate 
in  silent  respect,  and  now  so  unhappy !  '^  A  moment  after,  the 
"King  hearing  he  was  come,  went  out,  exclaiming,  *Now  I 
"*  shall  have  proof  about  the  scoundrel  Fritz  and  the  off- 
"' scouring  {canaille)  Wilhelmina;  clear  proofs  to  cut  the 
"* heads  off  them.'" —  The  two  Hof dames  again  interfered; 
and  one  of  them,Kamecke  it  was,  rebuked  him;  told  him,  in  the 
tone  of  a  prophetess.  To  take  care  what  he  was  doing.  Whom 
his  Majesty  gazed  into  with  astonishment,  but  rather  with 
respect  than  with  anger,  saying ,  ''Your  intentions  are  fgc^oduV' 
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And  80  his  Majesty  flung  out,  seeking  Ejitte;  and 
vanished:  Wilhehnina  saw  no  more  of  him  for  about  a 
year  after;  being  ordered  to  her  room,  and  kept  pri- 
soner there  on  low  diet,  with  sentries  guarding  her 
doors,  and  no  outlook  but  the  worst  horror  her  imagir 
nation  pleased  to  paint 

This  is  the  celebrated  assault  of  paternal  Miyesty 
on  Wilhelmina-,  the  rumour  of  which  has  gone  into  all 
lands,  exciting  wonder  and  horror,  but  could  not  be  so 
exact  as  this  account  at  first-hand.  Naturally  the  crowd 
of  street  passengers,  once  dispersed  by  the  Guards  car- 
ried the  matter  abroad,  and  there  was  no  end  of  sym- 
pathetic exaggerations.  Eeport  ran  in  Berlin,  for 
example,  that  the  poor  Princess  was  killed,  beaten  or 
trampled  to  death;  which  we  clearly  see  she  was  not 
Voltaire,  in  that  mass  of  angry  calumnies,  very  men- 
dacious indeed,  which  he  calls  Vie  Privee  du  Boi  de 
Prusaey  mentions  the  matter  with  emphasis;  and  says 
farther,  The  Princess  once  did  him  (Voltaire)  the 
'^honour  to  show  him  a  black  mark  she  carried  on  her 
breast  ever  after;"  —  which  is  likelier  to  be  false  than 
true.  Captain  Guy  Dickens,  the  Legationaiy  Captain, 
who  seems  a  clear,  ingenuous  and  ingenious  man,  and 
of  course  had  access  to  the  highest  circles  of  refined 
rumour,  reports  the  matter  about  ten  days  after,  with 
several  errors,  in  this  manner: 

**  Berlin  J  6ih  September  1730.  Four  or  ^re  days  ago*'  (by 
the  Almanac  nine ,  and  directly  on  his  Majesty's  return,  which 
Dickens  had  announced  a  week  ago  without  that  fact  at- 
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tached),  ''the  King  dreadfully  ill-treated  WUhelniina  in 
"bed"  (not  in  bed  at  all);  "whole  Castle  {Schloss  or  Palace) 
"was  alarmed;  Guard  turned  out,"  —  to  clear  away  the 
crowd,  as  we  perceivet  Not  properly  a  crowd ,  such  was  not 
permissible  there :  but  a  stagnation  of  the  passers-by  would 
naturally  ensue  on  that  esplanade ;  till  the  Guard  turned  out, 
and  indicated  with  emphasis,  "Move  on!"  Dickens  hears 
farther  that  "the  Queen  fares  no  better;"  —  such  is  the  state 
of  rumour  in  Berlin  at  present. 

Poor  Katte  had  a  hard  audience  of  it  too.  He  fell 
at  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  feet;  and  was  spumed  and 
caned;  —  for  the  rest,  beyond  what  was  already  evi- 
dent, had  little  or  nothing  to  confess:  Intention  of  flight 
and  of  accompanying  in  fligbt,  very  undeniable;  al- 
though preliminaries  and  ulterior  conditions  of  said 
flight  not  perfectly  known  to  Katte;  known  only  that 
the  thought  of  raising  trouble  in  foreign  Courts,  or  the 
least  vestige  of  treason  against  his  Majesty,  had  not 
entered  even  into  their  dreams.  A  name  or  two  of  per- 
sons who  had  known,  or  guessed,  of  these  operations, 
is  wrung  from  Katte;  —  name  of  a  Lieutenant  Spaen, 
for  one;  who,  being  on  guard,  had  admitted  Katte  into 
Potsdam  once  or  twice  in  disguise:  —  for  him  and  for 
the  like  of  him,  of  whatever  rank  or  whichever  sex,  let 
arrests  be  made  out,  and  the  scent  as  with  sleuth- 
hounds  be  diligently  followed  on  all  sides;  «ai  Katte, 
stript  of  his  uniform,  be  locked  up  in  the  grimmest 
manner.  Berlin,  with  the  rumour  of  these  things,  is  a 
much  agitated  city. 
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CHAPTER  VHI. 

SEQUEL  TO  CBOWN-PRmCE  AND  FRIENDS. 

As  for  the  Crown-Prince,  prosecuting  his  circuitous 
route,  he  arrives  safe  at  Mittenwalde;  is  lodged  in  the 
old  Castle  there,  I  think,  for  two  nights  (but  the  date, 
in  these  indexless  Books,  is  blown  away  again),  in  a 
room  bare  of  all  things,  with  sentries  at  the  door;  and 
looks  out,  expecting  Grumkow  and  the  Officials  to  make 
assault  on  him.  One  of  these  Officials,  a  certain  *'Gerber, 
Fiscal  General,"  who,  as  head  of  Prussian  Fiscals  (kind 
of  Public  Prosecutor,  or  supreme  Essence  of  Bailiffis, 
Catchpoles  and  Grand- Juries  all  in  one),  wears  a  red 
cloak,  —  gave  the  Prince  a  dreadM  start  Red  cloak 
is  the  Berlin  Hangman^s  or  Headsman^s  dress;  and  poor 
Friedrich  had  the  idea  his  end  had  summarily  come  in 
this  manner.  Soon  seeing  it  was  otherwise,  his  spirits 
recovered,  perhaps  rose  by  the  shock. 

He  fronted  Grumkow  and  the  Officials,  with  a  high, 
almost  contemptuous  look;  answered  promptly,  —  if 
possible,  without  lying,  and  yet  without  telling  any- 
thing; —  showed  self-possession,  pride;  retorted  some- 
times, "Have  you  nothing  more  to  ask?"  Grumkow 
finding  tihere  was  no  way  made  into  anything,  not  even 
into  the  secret  of  the  Writing-case  and  the  Royal  "Women's 
operations  there,  began  at  last,  as  Wilhelmina  says,  to 
hint,  That  in  his  Majesty's  service  there  were  means  of 
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bringing  out  the  truth  in  spite  of  refractory  humours; 
that  there  was  a  thing  called  the  rack ,  not  yet  abolished 
in  his  Prussian  Majesty^s  dominions!  Friedrich  owned 
afterwards,  his  blood  ran  cold.  However,  he  put  on  a 
high  look:  "A  Hangman,  such  as  you,  naturally  takes 
"pleasure  in  talking  of  his  tools  and  his  trade;  but  on 
"me  they  will  not  produce  any  effect.  I  have  owned 
"everything;  —  and  almost  regret  to  have  done  so.  For 
"it  is  not  my  part  to  stand  questionings  and  bandy  re- 
"  spouses  with  a  eoquin  comme  vous,  scoundrel  like  you," 
reports  Wilhelmina,*  though  we  hope  the  actual  term 
was  slightly  less  candid!  —  Grumkow  gathered  his 
Notes  together;  and  went  his  ways,  with  the  man  in 
red  cloak  and  the  rest;  thus  finishing  the  scene  in  Mit- 
tenwalde.  Mittenwalde,  which  we  used  to  know  long 
since,  in  our  Wusterhausen  rides  with  poor  Duhan; 
little  thinking  what  awaited  us  there  one  day! 

Mittenwalde  being  finished,  Friedrich,  on  Monday, 
5th  September  1730,  is  sent  forward  to  Ciistrin,  ;a  strong 
little  Town  in  a  quiet  Country,  some  si^ty  or  seventy 
miles  eastward  of  Berlin.  On  the  evening  of  the  5th  he 
finds  himself  lodged  in  a  strong  room  of  the  Fortress 
there, —  room  consisting  of  bare  walls  lighted  from  far 
up;  no  furniture,  not  even  the  needftdlest;  everything 
indicating  that  the  proud  spirit  and  the  iron  laws  shall 
here  have  their  duel  out  at  leisure,  and  see  which  is 
stronger. 

His  sword  was  taken  firom  him  at  Wesel;  sword, 
uniform,  every  mark  of  dignity,  all  are  now  gone:  he 

•  i.  280. 
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is  dad  in  brown  prison  dress  of  the  plainest  cat  and 
cloth;  his  diet  is  fixed  at  tenpence  a- day  ('^to  be  got 
from  the  cook^s  shop,  six  groschen  for  dinner,  four  for 
supper");'*'  food  to  be  cut  for  him,  no  knife  allowed. 
Room  is  to  be  opened,  morning,  noon  and  evening,  "on 
the  average  not  above  four  minutes  each  time;"  lights, 
or  single  tallow  light,  to  be  extinguished  at  seven  p.m. 
Absolute  solitude;  no  flute  allowed,  far  from  it;  no 
Books  allowed,  except  the  Bible  and  a  Prayer-Book, — 
or  perhaps  Noltenius'^s  Manual^  if  he  took  a  hankering 
for  it.  There,  shut  out  from  the  babble  of  fools,  and 
conversing  only  with  the  dumb  Veracities,  with  the 
huge  inarticulate  meanings  of  Destiny,  Necessity  and 
Eternity,  let  the  fool  of  a  Fritz  bethink  himself,  if  there 
is  any  thought  in  him!  There,  among  the  Bogs  of  t&e 
Oder,  the  very  sedges  getting  brown  all  round  him,  and 
the  very  curlews  flying  off  for  happier  climes,  let  him 
wait,  till  the  question  of  his  doom,  rather  an  abstruse 
question,  ripen  in  the  royal  breast 

As  for  Wilhelmina,  she  is  close  prisoner  in  her 
apartments  in  the  Berlin  Palace,  sentries  pacing  at 
every  outlet,  for  many  months  to  come.  Wilhelmina 
almost  rather  likes  it,  such  a  dog  of  an  existence  has 
she  had  hitherto,  for  want  of  being  well  let  alone.  She 
plays,  reads;  composes  music;  smuggles  letters  to  and 
from  Manmia,  —  one  in  pencil,  from  my  Brother  even, 
0  Heavens!  Wilhelmina  weeps,  now  and  then,  with 
her  good  Sonsfeld;    hopes  nevertheless  there  will  be 

«  Order,  14th  September  1730  (in  FSrster,  i.  372). 
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some  dawn  to  this  ragnarok,  or  general  "twilight  of  the 
gods."  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  convinced  that  England  has 
had  a  hand  in  this  treason,  signifies  officially  to  his  Ex- 
cellency Captain  Dickens,  That  the  English  negotiations 
are  concluded;  that  neither  in  the  way  of  Single-Mar- 
riage nor  of  Double-Marriage  will  he  have  anything 
more  to  do  with  England.  "Well,"  answers  England, 
"who  can  help  it?  Negotiation  was  not  quite  of  our 
seeking.  Let  it  so  end!"*  —  Nay  at  dinner  one 
day  (Seckendorf  reports,  while  Fritz  was  on  the  road 
to  Ctlstrin)  he  proposes  the  toast,  "Downfall  of  Eng- 
land!"** and  would  have  had  the  Queen  drink  it;  who 
naturally  wept,  but  I  conjecture  could  not  be  made  to 
drink.  Her  Majesty  is  a  weeping,  almost  broken-hearted 
woman;  his  Majesty  a  raging,  almost  broken-hearted 
man.  Seckendorf  and  Grumkow  are,  as  it  were,  too 
victorious;  and  now  have  their  apprehensions  on  that 
latter  score.  But  they  look  on  with  countenances  well 
veiled,  and  touch  the  helm  judiciously  in  Tobacco- 
Parliament,  intent  on  the  nearest  harbour  of  reibge. 

Her  Majesty  nevertheless  steadily  persists;  merely 
sinks  deeper  out  of  sight  with  her  English  schemes; 
ducking  till  the  wave  go  by.  Messages,  desperate 
appeals  still  go,  through  Mamsell  BtQow,  Wilhelmina's 
Hofdame,  and  other  channels;  nay  Wilhelmina  thinks 
there  were  still  intentions  on  the  part  of  England,  and 
that  the  nonfulfibnent   of  them   at   the   last  moment 

*  DickenB'a  Despatch,  25th  September  1780;  and  Harrington'!  Answer 
to  it,  of  6th  October:  Seckendorf  (In  FCrster,  iii.  9),  28d  S^tember* 
••  Seckendorf  (in  Ftfrfter,  Ui.  11). 
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tamed  on  accident;  English  "Courier  airiyed  some 
hours  too  late,*'  thinks  Wilhelmina.*  But  that  is  a 
mistake.  The  negotiation,  in  spite  of  her  Majesty's 
endeavours,  was  essentially  out;  England,  after  such  a 
message,  could  not,  nor  did,  stir  farther  in  the  matter. 

In  that  Writing-case  his  Majesty  found  what  we 
know;  nothing  but  mysterious  effects  of  female  art,  and 
no  light  whatever.  It  is  a  great  source  of  wrath  and 
of  sorrow  to  him,  that  neither  in  the  Writing-case,  nor 
in  Katte's  or  the  Prince's  so  called  "Confessions,"  can 
the  thing  be  seen  into.  A  deeper  bottom  it  must  have, 
thinks  his  Majesty,  but  knows  not  what  or  where.  To 
overturn  the  Country,  belike;  and  fling  the  Kaiser,  and 
European  Balance  of  Power,  bottom  uppeiTQOst?  Me 
they  presumably  meant  to  poison!  he  tells  Seckendorf 
one  day.**  Was  ever  Father  more  careful  for  his 
children,  soul  and  body?  Anxious,  to  excess,  to  bring 
them  up  in<  orthodox  nurture  and  admonition:  and  this 
is  how  they  reward  me,  Herr  Feldzeugmeister!  "Had 
"Atf  honestly  confessed,  and  told  me  the  whole  truth, 
"at  Wesel,  I  would  have  made  it  up  with  him  quietly 
"there.  But  now  it  must  go  its  lengths;  and  the  whole 
"world  shall  be  judge  between  us."*** 

His  Majesty  is  in  a  flaming  height.  He  arrests, 
punishes  and  banishes,  where  there  is  trace  of  coopera- 
tion or  connexion  with  Deserter  Fritz  and  his  schemes. 

*  Wilhelmina  (I.  869,  384),  and  Preass  and  others  after  her. 
**  Dickens,  Despatch,  16th  September  1780. 
***  Seckendorf  (FSrster ,  nbisapr^),  28d  September. 
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The  Billows,  brother  and  sister,  brother  in  thQ  King^s 
service,  sister  in  Wilhelmina^s ,  respectable  goldstick 
people,  originally  of  Hanover,  are  hurled  out  to  Li- 
thuania and  the  world^s  end:  let  them  live  in  Memel, 
and  repent  as  they  can.  Minister  Knyphausen,  always 
of  English  tendencies,  he,  with  his  Wife,  —  to  whom 
it  is  specially  hard,  while  General  Schwerin,  gallant 
witty  Kurt,  once  of  Mecklenburg,  stays  behind,  —  is 
ordered  to  disappear,  and  follow  his  private  rural  busi- 
ness far  off;  no  minister,  ever  more.  The  Lieutenant 
Spaen  of  the  Giant  Regiment,  who  kept  false  watch, 
and  did  not  tell  of  Katte,  gets  cashiering  and  a  year 
in  Spandau.  He  wandered  elsewhither,  and  came  to 
something  afterwards,  poor  Spaen.*  Bookseller  Hanau 
with  this  bad  Fritz's  Books:  To  Memel  with  him  also; 
let  him  deal  in  more  orthodox  kinds  of  Literature 
there. 

It  is  dangerous  to  have  lent  the  Crown -Prince 
money,  contrary  to  the  Royal  Edict:  lucky  if  loss  of 
your  money  will  settle  the  account.  Witness  French 
Montholieu,  for  one;  Count,  or  whatever  he  styled 
himself:  nailed  to  the  gallows  (in  effigy)  after  he  had 
fled.  It  is  dangerous  to  have  spoken  kindly  to  the 
Crown-Prince,  or  almost  to  have  been  spoken  to  by 
him.  Doris  Ritter,  a  comely  enough  good  girl,  nothing 
of  a  beauty,  but  given  to  music,  Potsdam  Cantoris 
(Precentor^s)  daughter,  has  chanced  to  be  standing  in 
the  door,  perhaps  to  be  singing  within  doors,  once  or 
twice,  when  the  Prince  passed  that  way:  Prince  inquired 

*  PrensA,  i.  68, 66. 
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about  her  music,  gave  her  music,  spoke  a  civility,  as 
young  men  will,  —  nothing  more,  upon  my  honour; 
though  his  Majesty  believes  there  was  much  more;  and 
condemns  poor  Doris  to  be  whipt  by  the  Beadle,  and 
beat  hemp  for  three  years.  Ehadamanthus  is  a  strict 
judge,  your  Majesty;  and  might  be  a  trifle  better  in- 
formed! —  Poor  Doris  got  out  of  this  sad  pickle,  on 
her  own  strength;  and  wedded,  and  did  well  enough, 
—  Prince  and  King  happily  leaving  her  alone  thence- 
forth. Voltaire,  twenty  years  after,  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  her  at  Berlin:  "Wife  of  one  Shommers,  Clerk 
"of  the  Hackney -Coach  Office,"  —  read.  Schemer, 
Farmer  of  the  Berlin  Hackney -Coach  Enterprise  in 
general;  decidedly  a  poor  man.  Wife,  by  this  time, 
was  grown  hard  enough  of  feature:  "tall,  lean;  looked 
"like  a  Sibyl;  not  the  least  appearance  how  she  could 
"ever  have  deserved  to  be  whipt  for  a  Prince."* 

The  excellent  Tutor  of  the  Crown -Prince,  good 
Duhan  de  Jandun,  for  what  fault  or  complicity  we 
know  not,  is  hurled  off  to  Memel;  ordered  to  live 
there,  —  on  what  resources  is  equally  unknown.  Ap- 
parently his  fault  was  the  general  one,  of  having  mis- 
educated  the  Prince,  and  introduced  these  French  Lite- 
ratures, foreign  poisonous  elements  of  thought  and 
practice  into  the  mind  of  his  Pupil,  which  have  mined 
the  young  man.  For  his  Majesty  perceives  that  there 
lies  the  source  of  it;  that  only  total  perversion  of  Uie 
heart  and  judgment,  first  of  all,  can  have  brought  about 

*  Voltaire,  (EwtrBS  (calamnions  Vie  Privie  du  Roi  de  Prusse),  ii.  51,  83» 
Prenas,  i.  64,66. 
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these  dreadM  issues  of  conduct  And  indeed  his  Ma* 
jesly  understands,  on  credible  information,  that  Deserter 
Fritz  entertains  very  heterodox  opinions;  opinion  on 
Predestination,  for  one;  —  which  is  itself  calculated  to 
be  the  very  mother  of  mischief,  in  a  young  mind  in- 
clined to  evil  The  heresy  about  Predestination,  or 
the  ^^FVeie  Gnadenwahl  (Election  by  Free  Grace),"  as 
his  Majesty  terms  it,  according  to  which  a  man  is  pre* 
appointed  from  all  Eternity  either  to  salvation  or  the 
opposite  (which  is  Fritz's  notion,  and  indeed  is  Calvin's, 
and  that  of  many  benighted  creatures,  0iis  Editor 
among  them),  appears  to  his  Majesty  an  altogether 
shocking  one;  nor  would  the  whole  Synod  of  Dort,  or 
Calvin,  or  St.  Augustine  in  person,  aided  by  a  Thirty- 
Ediijft  power,  reconcile  his  Majesty's  practical  judgment 
to  such  a  tenet  What!  May  not  Deserter  Fritz  say 
to  himself,  even  now,  or  in  whatever  other  deeps  of 
sin  he  may  fall  into,  *^I  was  foredoomed  to  it:  how 
could  I,  or  how  can  I,  help  it?"  The  mind  of  his 
Majesty  shudders,  as  if  looking  over  the  edge  of  an 
abyss.  He  is  meditating  much  whether  nothing  can 
be  done  to  save  the  lost  Fritz,  at  least  the  soul  of 
him,  from  this  horrible  delusion;  —  hurls  forth  your 
fine  Duhan,  with  his  metaphysics,  to  remote  Memel,  as 
the  first  step.  And  signifies  withal,  though  as  yet  only 
historically  and  in  a  speculative  way,  to  Finckenstein 
and  E^alkstein  themselves.  That  their  method  of  train- 
ing up  a  young  soul,  to  do  God's  will,  and  accomplish 
usefal  work  in  this  world,  does  by  no  means  appear  to 

CarlyU,  Frederic  the  Great.  IV,  7 
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the  royal  mind  an  admirable  one!*  Finckenstein  and 
Kalkstein  were  always  covertly  rather  of  the  Queen^s 
party,  and  now  stand  reprimanded  and  in  marked  dis- 
favour. 

That  the  treasonous  mystery  of  this  Crown-Prince 
(parricidal,  it  is  likely,  and  tending  to  upset  the  Uni- 
verse) must  be  investigated  to  the  very  bottom,  and  be 
condignly  punished,  probably  with  death,  his  Majesty 
perceives  too  well;  and  also  what  terrible  difficulties, 
formal  and  essential,  there  will  be.  But  whatever  be- 
come of  his  perishable  life,  ought  not,  if  possible,  the 
soul  of  him  to  be  saved  from  the  claws  of  Satan? 
"Claws  of  Satan;"  "brand  from  the  burning;"  "for 
"Christ  our  Saviour^s  sake;"  "in  the  name  of  the  most 
"mercifril  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  Aflbn:" 
—  so  Friedrich  Wilhelm  phrases  it,  in  those  confused 
old  documents  and  Cabinet- Letters  of  his;**  which 
awaken  a  strange  feeling  in  the  attentive  reader;  and 
show  us  the  yruggedest  of  human  creatures  melted  into 
blubbering  tenderness,  and  growling  huskily  something 
which  we  perceive  is  real  prayer.  Here  has  a  business 
fallen  out,  such  as  seldom  occurred  before!  — 

*  His  Letter  to  them  (8d  December  1780),  in  FSrster,  11.  883. 
»«  FSrster,  1.  874,  879,  fto. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

COURT-MARTIAL  ON  CROWN-PRINCE  AND  CONSORTS. 

The  nunour  of  these  things  naturally  fills  all  minds, 
and  occupies  all  human  tongues,  in  Berlin  and  Prussia, 
though  an  Edict  threatens,  That  the  tongues  shall  be 
cut  out  which  speak  of  them  in  any  way,  *  and  sounds 
far  and  wide  into  foreign  Courts  and  Coimtries,  where 
there  is  no  such  Edict.  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  conduct, 
looked  at  from  without,  appears  that  of  a  hideous  royal 
ogre,  or  blind  anthropophagous  Polyphemus  fallen 
mad.  Looked  at  from  within,  where  the  Polyphemus 
has  his  reasons,  and  a  kind  of  inner  rushlight  to  en- 
lighten his  path;  and  is  not  bent  on  man-eating,  but  on 
discipline  in  spite  of  difficulties,  —  it  is  a  wild  enough 
piece  of  humanity ,  not  so  much  ludicrous  as  tragical. 
Never  was  a  royal  bear  so  led  about  before  by  a  pair 
of  conjuring  pipers  in  the  market,  or  brought  to  such  a 
pass  in  his  dancing  for  them! 

''General  Ginkel,  the  Dutch  Ambassador  here,"  writes 
"Dickens,  ''told  me  of  an  interview  he  had  with  the  King;*' 
being  ordered,  by  their  High  Mightinesses,  to  solicit  his 
Majesty  in  this  matter.  King  "harbours  'most  monstrous 
"'wicked  designs,  not  fit  to  be  spoken  of  in  words,'  reports 
Ginkel.     " ' It  is  certain /  added  he ,  'if  the  King  of  Prussia 

*  Dickens,  of  7th  Noyember,  1730. 

1* 
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*' '  continue  in  the  mind  he  is  in  at  present ,  we  shall  see  scenes 
'^*here  as  wicked  and  bloody  as  any  that  were  ever  heard  of 
*'*  since  the  creation  of  the  world.'  'Will  sacrifice  his  whole 
"'family,*  not  the  Crown-Prince  alone;  *  everybody  except 
"'Grmnkow  being,  as  he  fancies,  in  conspiracy  against  him.' 
Poor  enchanted  King!  —  '*  'And  all  these  things  he  said  with 
"'such  imprecations  and  disordered  looks,  foaming  at  the 
"  'mouth  all  the  while,  as  it  was  terrible  either  to  see  or  hear."* 
That  is  GinkeFs  report,  as  Dickens  conveys  it*  Another 
time ,  on  new  order ,  a  month  later,  when  Grnkel  went  a^^ain  to 
speak  a  word  for  the  poor  Prisoner,  he  found  hia  Migesty 
clothed  not  in  delirious  thunder,  but  in  sorrowful  thick  fog; 
Ginkel  ''was  the  less  able  to  judge  what  the  King  of  Prueeia 
"  meant  to  do  with  his  Son ,  as  it  was  evident  the  King  himself 
"did  not  know."** 

Poor  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  through  these  monlihs, 
wanders  about,  shifting  from  room  to  room,  in  ihe 
night-time,  like  a  man  possessed  by  evil  fiends;  *^ orders 
his  carriage  for  Wusterhausen  at  two  in  the  morning,*' 
but  finds  he  is  no  better  there,  and  returns;  drinks  a 
great  deal,  ^^has  not  gone  to  bed  sober  for  a  month 
past."***  One  night  he  comes  gliding  like  a  perturbed 
ghost,  about  midnight,  with  his  candle  in  his  hand, 
into  the  Queen^s  apartment;  says,  wildly  staring,  ^^He 
thinks  there  is  something  haunting  him:'' —  0  Feekin, 
erring  disobedient  Wife,  wilt  not  thou  protect  me,  after 
all?  Whither  can  I  fly  when  haunted,  except  to  thee? 
Feekin,  like  a  prudent  woman,  makes  no  ciitidunn; 

•  Despatch ,  7th  September  1730.  «•  lb.  10th  October. 

»«*  lb.  19th  December  1780. 
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orders  that  his  Majesty's  bed  be  made  up  in  her  apait- 
ment  till  these  phenomena  cease.*  A  much-agitated 
royal  Father. 

The  question  what  is  to  be  done  with  this  unhappy 
Crown -Prince,  a  Deserter  from  the  Army,  a  rebel 
against  the  paternal  Majesty,  and  a  believer  in  the 
doctrine  of  Election  by  Free  Grace,  or  that  a  man's 
good  or  ill  conduct  is  foredoomed  upon  him  by  decree 
of  God,  —  becomes  more  intricate  the  longer  one 
thinks  of  it  Seckendorf  and  Grumkow,  alarmed  at 
being  too  victorious,  are  set  against  violent  high 
methods;  and  suggest  this  and  that  consideration: 
"Who  is  it  that  can  legally  try,  condenm,  or  summon 
to  his  bar,  a  Crown-Prince?  He  is  Prince  of  the  Em- 
pire, as  well  as  your  Majesty's  Son!"  —  "Well,  he  is 
Heir  of  the  Sovereign  Majesty  in  Prussia,  too;  and 
Colonel  in  the  Potsdam  Guards!"  answers  Friedrich 
Wilhehn. 

At  length,  after  six  or  seven  weeks  of  abstruse  me- 
ditation, it  is  settled  in  Tobacco-Parliament  and  the 
royal  breast,  That  Katte  and  the  Crown-Prince,  as 
Deserters  from  the  Prussian  Army,  can  and  shall  be 
tried  by  Court-Martial:  to  that  no  power,  on  the  Earth 
or  out  of  it,  can  have  any  objection  worth  attending  to. 
Let  a  fair  Court-Martial  of  our  highest  military  characters 
be  selected  and  got  ready.  Let  that,  as  a  voice  of 
Ehadamanthus,  speak  upon  the  two  culprits;  and  tell 
us  what  is  to  be  done.  By  the  middle  of  October, 
things  on  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  side  have  got  so  far. 

•  Dickens,  despatch,  27th  Feb.  1781. 
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Crown-Prince  in  CUstrin. 

Poor  Friedricli  meanwhile  has  had  a  grim  time  of 
it,  these  two  months  back;  left  alone,  ill  coarse  brown 
prison  dress,  within  his  four  bare  walls  at  CUstrin;  in 
nnintermpted,  unfathomable  colloquy  with  the  Destinies 
and  the  Necessities  there.  The  King^s  stem  orders 
must  be  fulfilled  to  the  letter;  the  Crown-Prince  is  im- 
mured in  that  manner.  At  Berlin,  there  are  the  wildest 
rumours  as  to  the  state  he  has  fallen  into;  '^covered 
**with  rags  and  vermin,  unshaven,  no  comb  allowed 
"him,  lights  his  own  fire,"  says  one  testimony,  which 
Captain  Dickens  thinks  worth  reporting.  For  the 
truth  is,  no  unofficial  eye  can  see  the  Crown-Prince,  or 
know  what  state  he  is  in.  And  we  find,  in  spite  of 
the  Edict,  "tongues,"  not  "cut  out,"  kept  wagging  at  a 
high  rate.  "People  of  all  ranks  are  unspeakably  in- 
"dignant"  at  certain  heights  of  the  business:  "Margravine 
"Albert  said  publicly,  *A  tyrant  as  bad  as  Nero!'"* 

How  long  the  Crown-Prince's  defiant  humour  held 
out,  we  are  not  told.  By  the  middle  of  October  there 
comes  proposal  of  "entire  confession"  from  the  Prince; 
and  though,  when  Papa  sends  deputies  accordingly, 
there  is  next  to  nothing  new  confessed,  and  Papa's 
anger  blazes  out  again,  probably  we  may  take  this  as 
the  turning-point  on  his  Son's  part.  With  him,  of 
course,  that  mood  of  mind  could  not  last.  There  is  no 
wildest  lion,  but  finding  his  bars  are  made  of  iron, 
ceases  to  bite  them.     The  Crown-Prince  there,  in  his 

*  Dickens,  7th  Noyember,  2d  December  1730. 
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horror,  mdignation  and  despair,  had  a  lucid  human 
judgment  in  him  too;  loyal  to  facts,  and  well  knowing 
their  inexorable  nature.  Just  sentiments  are  in  this 
young  man,  not  capable  of  permanent  distortion  into 
spasm  by  any  form  of  injustice  laid  on  them.  It  is  not 
long  till  he  begins  to  discern,  athwart  this  iJerrible, 
quasi-infernal  element,  that  so  the  facts  are;  and  that 
nothing  but  destruction,  and  no  honour  that  were  not 
dishonour,  will  bo  got  by  not  conforming  to  the  facts. 
My  Father  may  be  a  tyrant,  and  driven  mad  against 
me:  well,  well,  let  not  me  at  least  go  mad! 

Grumkow  is  busy  on  the  mild  side  of  the  business; 
of  course  Grumkow  and  all  official  men.  Grumkow 
cannot  but  ask  himself  this  question  among  others: 
How  if  the  King  should  suddenly  die  upon  us  I  Grum- 
kow is  out  at  Ctistrin,  and  again  out;  explaining  to 
the  Prince,  what  the  enormous  situation  is;  how  in- 
flexible, inexorable,  and  of  peril  and  horror  incalculable 
to  Mother  and  Sister  and  self  and  royal  House;  and 
that  there  is  one  possibility  of  good  issue,  and  only 
one:  that  of  loyally  yielding,  where  one  cannot  resist 
By  degrees,  some  lurid  troublous  but  perceptible  light- 
gleam  breaks  athwart  the  black  whirl-wind  of  our  in- 
dignation and  despair;  and  saner  thoughts  begin  to 
insinuate  themselves.  "  Obey,  thou  art  not  the  strongest, 
there  are  stronger  than  thou  I  All  men,  the  highest 
among  them,  are  called  to  learn  obedience." 

Moreover,  the  first  sweep  of  royal  fury  being  past, 
his  Majesty^s  stem  regulations  at  Gfistrin  began  to  relax 
in  ^Ifilment;  to  be  obeyed  only  by  those  immediately 
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responsible,  and  in  letter  rather  than  in  spirit  even  by 
those.  President  von  Miinchow,  who  is  Head  of  the 
Domain-Kammer,  chief  representative  of  GU>yeirmnent 
at  Ciistrin,  and  resides  in  the  Fortress  there,  ventures 
after  a  little,  the  Princess  doors  being  closed  as  we 
saw,  to  have  an  orifice  bored  through  the  floor  above, 
and  thereby  to  communicate  with  the  Prince,  and  sym- 
pathetically ask.  What  he  can  do  for  him?  Maxij 
things,  books  among  others,  are,  under  cunning  con- 
trivance, smuggled  in  by  the  judicious  Milnchow,  willing 
to  risk  himself  in  such  a  service.  For  example,  H iinchow 
has  a  son,  a  clever  boy  of  seven  years  old;  who,  to 
the  wonder  of  neighbours,  goes  into  child^s-petticoais 
again;  and  testifies  the  liveliest  desire  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Prince,  and  bear  him  company  a  little!  Surely 
the  law  of  No-company  does  not  extend  to  that  of  an 
innocent  child?  The  injiocent  child  has  a  row  of 
pockets  all  round  the  inside  of  his  long  gown;  and 
goes  laden,  miscellaneously,  like  a  ship  of  the  desert, 
or  cockboat  not  forbidden  to  cross  the  line.  Then 
there  are  stools,  one  stool  at  least  indispensable  to 
human  nature;  and  the  inside  of  this,  once  you  open 
it,  is  a  chest-of-drawers,  containing  paper,  ink,  new 
literature  and  much  else.  No  end  to  Miinchow's  good- 
will, and  his  ingenuity  is  great.* 

A  Captain  Fouqu^  also,  fiirthered  I  think  by  the 
Old  Dessauer,  whose  man  he  is,  comes  to  Ciistrin  Orvr- 
rison,  on  duty  or  as  volunteer,  by  and  by.  He  is  an 
old  friend  of  the  Princess;  —  ran  off,  being  the  De»- 

*  Preass ,  i.  46. 
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sauer^s  little  page,  to  the  Siege  of  Stralsund,  long  ago, 
to  be  the  Dessauer's  little  soldier  there:  —  a  ready- 
witted,  hot-tempered,  highly  estimable  man;  and  his 
real  duty  here  is  to  do  the  Prince  what  service  may 
be  possible.  He  is  often  with  the  Prince;  their  light 
is  extinguished  precisely  at  seven  o'clock:  "Very  well. 
Lieutenant,'*  he  would  say,  "you  have  done  your  orders 
"to  the  Crown-Prince's  light.  But  his  Majesty  has  no 
"concern  with  Captain  Fouqu^'s  candles  I"  and  there- 
upon would  light  a  pair.  Nay,  I  have  heard  of  Lieute- 
nants who  punctually  blew  out  the  Prince's  light,  as  a 
matter  of  duty  and  command;  and  then  kindled  it 
again,  as  a  civility  left  free  to  human  nature.  Li  short, 
his  Majesty's  orders  can  only  be  fulfilled  to  the  letter; 
Commandant  Lepel  and  all  Officers  are  willing  not  to 
see,  where  they  can  help  seeing.  Even  in  the  letter 
his  Majesty's  orders  are  severe  enough. 

Sentence  of  Court-Martial, 

Meanwhile  the  Court-Martial,  selected  with  intense 
study,  instals  itself  at  Copenick;  and  .on  the  25th  of 
October  commences  work.  This  Deserter  Crown-Prince 
and  his  accomplices,  especially  Katte  his  chief  accom- 
plice,  what  is  to  be  done  with  them?  Cdpenick  lies 
on  the  road  to  Ciistrin,  within  a  morning's  drive  of 
Berlin;  there  is  an  ancient  Palace  here,  and  room  for 
a  Court-Martial.  "Qi*^  fcdre?  Us  out  des  canons!**  said 
the  old  Prussian  Eaths,  wandering  about  in  these  woods, 
when  Gustavus  and  his  Swedes  were  at  the  door.  "Qt<« 
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fcdreV^  may  the  new  military  gentlemen  think  to  them- 
selves, here  again,  while  the  brown  leaves  rustle  down 
upon  them,  after  a  hundred  years! 

The  Court  consists  of  a  President,  Lientenant- 
General  Schulenburg,  an  elderly  Malplaquet  gentleman 
of  good  experience;  one  of  the  many  Schulenburgs 
conspicuous  for  soldiering,  and  otherwise,  in  those  tunes. 
He  is  nephew  of  George  I.'s  lean  Mistress;  who  also 
was  a  Schulenburg  originally,  and  conspicuous  not  for 
soldiering.  Lean  mistress  we  say;  not  the  Fat  one,  or 
cataract  of  tallow,  with  eyebrows  like  a  cartwheel,  and 
dim  coaly  disks  for  eyes,  who  was  George  L's  half- 
sister,  probably  not  his  mistress  at  all;  and  who  now, 
as  Countess  of  Darlington  so-called,  sits  at  Isleworih 
with  good  fat  pensions,  and  a  tame  raven  come-of-will, 
—  probably  the  soul  of  George  I.  in  some  form.*  Not 
this  one,  we  say:  —  but  the  threadpaper  Duchess  of 
Kendal,  actual  Ex-mistress;  who  tore  her  hair  on  the 
road  when  apoplexy  overtook  poor  George,  and  who 
now  attends  chapel  diligently,  poor  old  anatomy  or 
lean  human  nailrod.  For  the  sake  of  the  English  reader 
searching  into  -what  is  called  "History,"  I,  with  in- 
dignation, endeavour  to  discriminate  these  two  beings 
once  again;  that  each  may  be  each,  till  both  are  hap- 
pily forgotten  to  all  eternity.  It  was  the  latter,  lean 
maypole  or  nailrod  one,  that  was  Aunt  of  Schulenburg, 
the  elderly  Malplaquet  gentleman  who  now  presides  at 
Copenick.  And  let  the  reader  remember  him;  for  he 
will  turn  up  repeatedly  again. 

*  See  Walpole ,  ReminUcencei, 
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The  Court  consisted  farther  of  three  Major-Generals, 
among  whom  I  name  only  Grumkow  (Major-General 
by  rank,  though  more  of  a  diplomatist  and  black-artist 
than  a  soldier),  and  Schwerin,  Kurt  von  Schwerin  of 
Mecklenburg  (whom  Madam  Knyphausen  regrets,  in 
her  now  exile  to  the  Country);  three  Colonels,  Der- 
schau  one  of  them;  three  Lieutenant-Colonels,  three 
Majors  and  three  Captains,  all  of  whom  shall  be  name- 
less here.  Lastly  come  three  of  the  "Auditor"  or  the 
Judge-Advocate  sort:  Mylius,  the  Compiler  of  sad 
Prussian  Quartos,  known  to  some;  Gerber,  whose  red 
doak  has  frightened  us  once  already;  and  the  Auditor 
of  Katte's  regiment.  A  complete  Court-Martial,  and  of 
symmetrical  structure,  by  the  rule  of  three ;  —  of  whose 
proceedings  wo  know  mainly  the  result,  nor  seek  much 
to  know  more.  This  Court  met  on  Wednesday,  25th 
October  1730,  in  the  little  Town  of  Copenick;  and  in 
six  days  had  ended,  signed,  sealed  and  despatched  to 
his  Majesty;  and  got  back  to  Berlin  on  the  Tuesday 
next  His  Majesty,  who  is  now  at  Wusterhausen,  in 
hunting  time,  finds  conclusions  to  the  following  effect: 

Accomplices  of  the  Crown-Prince  are  two:  /<Yr5<,  Lieutenant 
Keith,  actual  deserter  (who  cannot  be  caught):  To  be  hanged 
in  effigy,  cut  in  four  quarters,  and  nailed  to  the  gallows  at 
Wesel:  - —  Good,  says  his  Majesty.  Secondly,  Lieutenant 
Katte  of  the  Gens-d'Armes,  intended  deserter,  not  actually 
deserting ,  and  much  tempted  thereto :  All  things  considered,  • 
Two  years  of  Fortress  Arrest  to  Lieutenant  Katte:  —  Not 
Good  this;  Bad  this,  thinks  Majesty;  this  provokes  from  his 
M^'esty  an  angry  rebuke  to  the  too  lax  Court-Martial.  Rebv&k<^ 
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which  can  still  be  read,  in  growling,  unlucid  phraseology;  but 
with  a  rhadamanthine  idea  clear  enough  in  it,  and  with  a 
practical  purport  only  too  clear:  That  Katte  was  a  sworn 
soldier,  of  the  Gens-d'Armes  even,  or  Bodyguard  of  the 
Prussian  Majesty;  and  did  nevertheless,  in  the  teeth  of  his 
oath,  *  worship  the  Rising  Sun'  when  minded  to  desert;  did 
plot  and  colleague  with  foreign  Courts  in  aid  of  said  !^ing 
Sun,  and  of  an  intended  high  crime  against  the  Prussian 
Majesty  itself  on  Rising  Sun's  part ;  far  from  at  once  revealing 
the  same,  as  duty  ordered  Lieutenant  Katte  to  do.  That 
Katte's  crime  amounts  to  high-treason  (crimen  IcesannajestaUsJf 
that  the  rule  is,  JF^atjustiiia,  etpereat  mundus;  —  and  that,  in 
brief,  Katte's  doom  is,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  DeatL 
Death  by  the  gallows  and  hot  pincers  is  the  usual  doom  of 
Traitors;  but  his  Majesty  will  say  in  this  case,  Death  by  the 
sword  and  headsman  simply;  certain  circumstances  moving 
the  royal  clemency  to  go  so  far,  no  farther.  And  the  Court- 
Martial  has  straightway  to  apprise  Katte  of  this  same;  and  so 
doing,  "shall  say,  That  his  Majesty  is  sorry  for  Katte;  but 
"that  it  is  better  he  die  than  that  justice  depart  out  of  the 
"world"  (Wusterhausen,  1st  November  11  dO,) 

"  Fbiedrigh  Wilhelh."* 

This  is  the  iron  doom  of  Elatte;  which  no  prayer 
or  influence  of  mortal  will  avail  to  alter,  —  lest  justice 
depart  out  of  the  world.  Katte's  Father  is  a  General 
of  rank,  Commandant  of  Konigsberg  at  this  moment; 
Katte's  Grandfather  by  the  Mother's  side,  old  Field- 
marshal  Wartensleben,  is  a  man  in  good  fayour  with 
Friedricb  Wilhelm,  and  of  high  esteem  and  mark  in 

*  Preass,  i.  44. 
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his  countiy  for  half  a  century  past.  But  all  this  can 
effect  nothing.  Old  Wartensleben  thinks  of  the  Daughter 
he  lost;  for  happily  Katte^s  Mother  is  dead  long  since. 
Old  Wartensleben  writes  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm;  his 
moumfol  LettCT,  and  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  mournful  but 
inexorable  answer,  can  be  read  in  the  Histories;  but 
show  only  what  we  already  know. 

EAtte's  Mother,  Fieldmarshal  Wartensleben's  Daugh- 
ter, died  in  1706;  leaving  Katte  only  two  years  old. 
He  is  now  twenty-six;  very  young  for  such  grave 
issues;  and  his  fate  is  certainly  very  hard.  Poor 
young  soul,  he  did  not  resist  farther,  or  quarrel  with 
the  inevitable  and  inexorable.  He  listened  to  Chaplain 
Mtlller  of  the  Gens-d'Armes;  admitted  profounily,  after 
his  fashion,  that  the  great  God  was  just,  and  the  poor 
Eatte  sin^l,  foolish,  only  to  be  saved  by  miracle  of 
mercy;  and  piously  prepared  himself  to  die  on  these 
terms.  There  are  three  Letters  of  his  to  his  Grand- 
father, which  can  still  be  read,  one  of  them  in  Wilhel- 
mina's  Book,*  the  sound  of  it  like  that  of  dirges  borne 
on  the  wind.  Wilhelmina  evidently  pities  KLatte  very 
tenderly;  in  her  heart  she  has  a  fine  royal-maiden  kind 
of  feeling  to  the  poor  youth.  He  did  heartily  repent 
and  submit;  left  with  Chaplain  Miiller  a  Paper  of 
pious  considerations,  admonishing  the  Prince  to  submit 
These  are  Katte^s  last  employments  in  his  prison  at 
Berlin,  after  sentence  had  gone  forth. 

•  WUhelmina,  i.  802. 
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On  Snnday  evening,  5th  November,  it  is  intimated 
to  him,  unexpectedly  at  the  moment,  that  he  has  to  go 
to  Cilstrin,  and  there  die;  —  carriage  now  waiting  at 
the  gate.  Katte  masters  the  sadden  flurry;  signifies  that 
all  is  ready,  then;  and  so,  under  charge  of  his  old 
Major  and  two  brother  Officers,  who,  and  Chaplain 
Muller,  are  in  the  carriage  with  him,  a  troop  of  his 
own  old  Cavalry  Regiment  escorting,  he  leaves  Berlin 
(rather  on  sudden  summons);  drives  all  night,  towards 
Cilstrin  and  immediate  death.  Words  of  sympathy  were 
not  wanting,  to  which  Katte  answered  cheerily;  grim 
faces  wore  a  cloud  of  sorrow  for  the  poor  youth,  that 
night.  Chaplain  Miiller^s  exhortations  were  fervent  and 
continual;  and,  from  time  to  time,  there  were  heard, 
hoarsely  melodious  through  the  damp  darkness  and  the 
noise  of  wheels,  snatches  of  *^ devotional  singing,''  led 
by  Miiller. 

It  was  in  the  gray  of  the  winter  morning,  6th  No- 
vember 1730,  that  Katte  arrived  in  Ctlstrin  Garrison. 
He  took  kind  leave  of  Major  and  men:  Adieu,  my 
brothers;  good  be  with  you  evermore!  —  And,  about 
nine  oVlock,  he  is  on  the  road  towards  the  Rampart  of 
the  Castle,  where  a  scaffold  stands.  Katte  wore,  by 
order,  a  brown  dress  exactly  like  the  Prince's;  the 
Prince  is  already  brought  down  into  a  lower  room,  to 
see  Katte  as  he  passes  (to  *^see  Katte  die,''  had  been 
the  royal  order;  but  they  smuggled  that  into  abeyance); 
and  Katte  knows  he  shall  see  him.     Faithful  Miiller 
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was  in  the  death-car  along  with  Katte;  and  he  had 
adjoined  to  himself  one  Besserer,  the  Chaplain  of  the 
Garrison,  in  this  sad  function,  since  arriving.  Here  is 
a  glimpse  from  Besserer,  which  we  may  take  as  better 
than  nothing: 

"His  (Katte's)  eyes  were  mostly  directed  to  God;  and  we 
"(Miiller  and  I),  on  our  part,  strove  to  hold  his  heart  up 
"heavenwards,  by  presenting  the  examples  of  those  who  had 
"died  in  the  Lord,  —  as  of  God's  Son  himself,  and  Stephen, 
"and  the  Thief  on  the  Cross,  — till,  under  such  discoursing, 
"  we  approached  the  Castle.  Here ,  after  long  wistful  looking 
"about,  he  did  get  sight  of  his  beloved  Jonathan,"  Royal 
Highness  the  Crown -Prince,  "at  a  window  in  the  Castle; 
"from  whom  he,  with  the  politest  and  most  tender  expres- 
"sion,  spoken  in  French,  took  leave,  with  no  little  emotion 
"of  sorrow.'** 

President  Miinchow  and  the  Commandant  were  with 
the  Prince;  whose  emotions  one  may  fancy,  but  not 
describe.  Seldom  did  any  Prince  or  man  stand  in  such 
a  predicament.  Vain  to  say,  and  again  say:  "In  the 
"name  of  God,  I  ask  you,  stop  the  execution  till  I 
"write  to  the  King!"  Impossible  that;  as  easily  stop 
the  course  of  the  stars.  And  so  here  Katte  comes; 
cheerful  loyalty  stiU  beaming  on  his  face,  death  now 
nigh.  ^^Fardonnez-moi^  mon  cher  Katte P^  cried  Friedrich 
in  a  tone:  Pardon  me,  dear  Katte;  0,  that  this  should 
be  what  I  have  done  for  you!  —  "Death  is  sweet  for 

*  Letter  to  Eatte*8  Father  (Extract,  in  Prenas:  Friedrich  mit  Freunden 
flfiuf  Verwandten,  p.  7). 
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a  Prince  I  love  so  well,"  said  Katte,  "ia  mort  est 
douce  pour  un  si  aimahle  Pinnce;'*^*  and  fared  on,  — 
round  some  angle  of  the  Fortress,  it  appears;  not  in 
sight  of  Friedrich;  who  sank  into  a  faint,  and  had  seen 
his  last  glimpse  of  Katte  in  this  world. 

The  body  lay  aU  day  upon  the  scaffold,  by  royal 
order;  and  was  buried  at  night  obscurely  in  the  com* 
mon  churchyard;  friends,  in  silence,  took  mark  of  the 
place  against  better  times,  —  and  Katte's  dust  now 
lies  elsewhere,  among  that  of  his  own  kindred. 

"Never  was  such  a  ti'ansaction  before  or  since,  in 
Modem  History,"  cries  the  angry  reader:  "cruel,  like 
the  grinding  of  human  hearts  under  millstones,  like  — ^'* 
Or  indeed  like  the  doings  of  the  gods,  which  are  cruel, 
though  not  that  alone?  This  is  what,  after  much  sort- 
ing and  sifting,  I  could  get  to  know  about  the  definite 
facts  of  it.  Commentaiy,  not  likely  to  be  very  final  at 
this  epoch,  the  reader  himself  shall  supply  at  dis- 
cretion. 

«  Wilhelmina,  i.  807;  Preusa,  i.  45. 
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CHAPTEE  L 

CHAPLAIN  MULLER  WAITS  ON  THE  CROWN-PRINCE. 

Friedrich^s  feelings  at  tliis  juncture  are  not  made 
known  to  us  by  himself  in  the  least;  or  credibly  by 
others  in  any  considerable  degree.  As  indeed  in  these 
conftised  Prussian  History-Books,  opulent  in  nugatory 
pedantisms  and  learned  marine-stores,  all  that  is  human 
remains  distressingly  obscure  to  us;  so  seldom,  and  then 
only  as  through  endless  clouds  of  ever-whirling  idle 
dust,  can  we  catch  the  smallest  direct  feature  of  the 
young  man,  and  of  his  real  demeanour  or  meaning,  on 
the  present  or  other  occasions!  But  it  is  evident  this 
last  phenomenon  fell  upon  him  like  an  overwhelming 
cataract;  crushed  him  down  under  the  immensity  of 
sorrow,  confusion,  and  despair;  his  own  death  not  a 
th^ry  now,  but  probably  a  near  fact,  —  a  welcome 
one  in  wild  moments,  and  then  anon  so  unwelcome. 
Frustrate,  bankrupt,  chargeable  with  a  friend^s  lost  life, 
sure  enough  he,  for  one,  is:  what  is  to  become  of  him? 
Whither  is  he  to  turn,  thoroughly  beaten,  foiled  in  all 
his  enterprises?  Proud  young  soul  as  he  was:  the 
ruling  Powers,  be  they  just,  be  they  unjust,  have 
proved  too  hard  for  him  I  We  hear  of  tragic  vestiges 
stiU  traceable  of  Friedrich,  belonging  to  this  time: 
texts  of  Scripture  quoted  by  him,  pencil-sketchfiA  ^i 
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his  drawing;  expressive  of  a  mind  dwelling  in  Golgo- 
thas,  and  pathetically,  not  defiantly,  contemplating  the 
veiy  worst 

Chaplain  Miiller  of  the  G«ns-d^Armes,  being  found 
a  pious  and  intelligent  man,  has  his  orders  not  to 
return  at  once  from  Cdstrin;  but  to  stay  there,  and 
deal  with  the  Prince,  on  that  horrible  Predestination 
topic  and  his  other  unexampled  backslidings,  which 
have  ended  so.  Miiller  staid  accordingly,  for  a  couple 
of  weeks;  intensely  busy  on  the  Predestination  topic, 
and  generally  in  assuaging,  and  mutually  mollifying, 
paternal  Majesty  and  afiSicted  Son.  In  all  whidi  he 
had  good  success;  aftid  especially  on  the  Predestin^on 
point,  was  triumphantly  successful.  Miiller  left  a  litde 
Book  in  record  of  his  procedures  there;  which,  had  it 
not  been  bound-over  to  the  official  tone,  might  have 
told  us  something.  His  Correspondence  with  the  King, 
during  those  two  weeks,  has  like^fise  been  mpsdy 
printed;*  and  is  of  course  still  more  official,  —  teach- 
ing us  next  to  nothing,  except  poor  Friedrich  Wilhehn's 
profoundly  devotional  mood,  anxieties  about  ''the  claws 
of  Satan"  and  the  like,  which  we  were  glad  to  hear  of 
above.     In  Miiller  otherwise  is  small  help  for  jul 

But,  fifty  years  afterwards,  there  was  filive  a  Son 
of  this  Miiller^s;  an  innocent  Country  Parson,  not  want- 
ing in  sense,  and  with  much  simplicity  and  veracity; 
who  was  fished-out  by  Nicolai,  and  set  to  recalling 
what  his  Father  used  to  say  of  this  adventure,  mnoh 

•  F6r8ter,  i.  870-879. 
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the  grandest  of  his  life.  In  MtQler  Junior's  Letter  of 
Reminiscences  to  l^icolai  we  find  some  details,  got 
from  his  Father,  which  are  worth  gleaning: 

"When  my  Father  first  attempted,  by  royal  order,  to  bring 
"the  Crown-Prince  to  acknowledgment  and  repentance  of  the 
''fault  committed,  Crown-Prince  gave  this  excuse  or  ezplana- 
"tion:  'As  his  Father  could  not  endure  the  sight  of  him,  he 
"  *  had  meant  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  his  displeasure,  and  go  to 
"'a  Court  with  which  his  Father  was  in  friendship  and  re- 
" '  lationship  ,* "  —  clearly  indicating  England ,  think  the  Miil- 
lers  Junior  and  Senior. 

"For  proof  that  the  intention  was  towards  England  this 
"other  circumstance  serves,  That  the  one  confidant  —  Herr 
"von  Keith,  ifl  mistake  not"  (no,  you  don't  mistake) ,  "had 
"already  bespoken  a  ship  for  passage  out."  —  Here  is  some- 
thing still  more  unexpected : 

"My  Father  used  to  say,  he  found  an  excellent  knowledge 
"and  conviction  of  the  truths  of  religion  in  the  Crown-Prince. 
"By  the  Prince's  arrangement,  my  Father,  who  at  first  lodged 
"with  the  Commandant,  had  to  take  up  his  quarters  in  the 
"room  right  above  the  Prince;  who  daily,  often  as  early  as 
"six  in  the  morning,  rapped  on  the  ceiling  for  him  to  come 
"down;  and  then  they  would  dispute  and  discuss ,  sometimes 
"half-days  long,  about  the  difPerent  tenets  of  the  Christian 
"Sects;  —  and  my  Father  said,  the  Prince  was  perfectly  at 
"home  in  the  Polemic  Doctrines  of  the  Reformed  (Calvinistic) 
"  Church ,  even  to  the  minutest  points.  As  my  Father  brought 
"him  proofs  from  Scripture,  the  Prince  asked  him  one  time, 
"How  he  could  keep  chapter  and  verse  so  exactly  in  hisme* 
"mory?  Father  drew  from  his  pocket  a  little  Hand-Con- 
"cordance,  and  showed  it  him,  as  one  help.  This  he  had  to 
**  leave  with  the  Prince  for  some  days.    On  getting  Vt\A£iL^ 
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"he  found  inside  on  the  fly-leaf,  sketched  in  pencil,"  — 
what  is  rather  notable  to  History,  —  "the  figure  of  a  man 
"on  his  knees,  with  two  swords  hanging  cross- wise  over  his 
"head;  and  at  the  bottom  these  words  of  Psalm  Seventy- 
"  third  (verses  25 ,  26) ,  Whom  have  I  in  Heaven  but  iheef  And 
"  there  is  none  upon  Earth  that  1  desire  besides  thee.  My  flesh 
^^and  my  heart  fainteth  and  faileth;  but  God  is  the  strength  of  my 
^^  heart  and  my  portion  forever**  —  PoorFriedrich,  this  is  a  very 
uiaezpected  pencil-sketch  on  his  part ;  but  an  undeniable  one ; 
betokening  abstruse  night- thoughts  and  forebodings,  in  the 
present  juncture  I  — 

"Whoever  considers  this  fine  knowledge  of  religion,  and 
"reflects  on  the  peculiar  character  and  genius  of  the  young 
"  Herr ,  which  was  ever  struggling  towards  light  and  clearness 
"  (for  at  that  time  he  had  not  become  indiflerent  to  religion, 
"he  often  prayed  with  my  Father  on  his  knees),  —  will  find 
"that  it  was  morally  impossible  this  young  Prince  could  have 
"thought"  (as  some  foolish  persons  have  asserted)  "of  throw- 
"ing  himself  into  the  arms  of  Papal  Superstition,**  (seeking 
help  at  Vienna,  marrying  an  Austrian  Archduchess,  and  I 
know  not  what,)  "or  allow  the  intrigues  of  Catholic  Priests 
"  to  "  —  Oh  no ,  Herr  Mtiller ,  nobody  but  very  foolish  persons 
could  imagine  such  a  thing  of  this  young  Herr. 

"When  my  Father,  Herr  von  Katte*s  execution  being 
"  ended,  hastened  to  the  Crown-Prince;  he  finds  him  miser- 
"ably  ill  (sehr  alterirt);  advises  him  to  take  a  cooling-powder 
"in  water,  both  which  materials  were  ready  on  the  table. 
"  This  he  presses  on  him :  but  the  Prince  always  shakes  Ins 
"  head.*'  Suspects  poison ,  you  think  ?  ' '  Hereupon  my  Father 
"takes  from  his  pocket  a  paper,  in  which  he  carried  cooling- 
"powder  for  his  own  use;  shakes  out  a  portion  of  it  into  his 
"hand,  and  so  into  his  mouth;  and  now  the  Crown-Prince 
"  grips  at  my  Father's  powder ,  and  takes  that."    Privately  to 
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be  made  away  with ;  death  resolved  upon  in  some  way !  thinks 
the  desperate  young  man?^ 

That  scene  of  Katte^s  execution,  and  of  the  Princess 
and  other  people^s  position  in  regard  to  it,  has  never 
yet  been  humanly  set  forth,  otherwise  the  response  had 
been  different  Not  humanly  set  forth,  —  and  so  was 
only  barked  at,  as  by  the  infinitude  of  little  dogs,  in 
all  countries;  and  could  never  yet  be  responded  to  in 
austere  vox  humana^  deep  as  &  De  Profundis^  terrible 
as  a  Chorus  of  jZBschylus,  —  for  in  effect  that  is  rather 
the  character  of  it,  had  the  barking  once  pleased  to 
cease. 

"King  of  Prussia  cannot  sleep,"  writes  Dickens: 
'^the  officers  sit  up  with  him  every  night,  and  in  his 
**  slumbers  he  raves  and  talks  of  spirits  and  appari- 
"tions."**  We  saw  him,  ghost-like,  in  the  night  time, 
gliding  about,  seeking  shelter  with  Feekin  against 
gbosts;  Glinkel  by  daylight  saw  him,  now  clad  in 
thunderous  tornado,  and  anon  in  sorrowful  fog.  Here, 
farther  on,  is  a  new  item,  —  and,  joined  to  it  and  the 
others,  a  remarkable  old  one: 

"In  regard  to  Wilhelmina's  marriage,  toid  whether 
"a  Father  cannot  give  his  Daughter  in  wedlock  to 
"whom  he  pleases,  there  have  been  eight  Divines  con- 
" suited,  four  Lutheran,  four  Beformed  (Calvinist);  who, 
"all  but  one"  (he  of  the  Garrison  Church,  a  rhadaman* 
thine  fellow  in  serge),  have  answered,  *No,  your  Ma* 

•  Hioolalt  Anekioten,  ▼!.  188-189.       ••  Despatch, 8dOoElob«tVtW. 
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jeatyV     "It  is  remarkable  that  his  Majest7  has  not 
^^gone  to  bed  sober,  for  this  month  past*'* 

What  Seckendorf  and  Gnimkow  thought  of  all 
these  phenomena?  They  have  done  their  job  too  well 
They  are  all  for  mercy;  lean  with  their  whole  weight 
that  way,  —  in  black  qualms,  one  of  them  withal, 
thinking  tremulously  to  himself,  "What  if  his  now 
Majesty  were  to  die  upon  us,  in  the  interim  1" 

*  Diekena,  9th  and  19th  December  1780. 
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CHAPTER  n. 
crown-pmnce  to  repent  and  not  perish. 

In  regard  to  Friedricli,  the  Court-Martial  needs  no 
amendment  from  the  King;  the  sentence  on  Friedrich, 
a  Lieutenant-Colonel  guilty  of  desertion,  is,  from  Pre- 
sident and  all  memhers  except  two,  Death  as  hj  law. 
The  two  who  dissented,  invoking  royal  clemency  and 
pardon,  were  Major-Grenerals  hy  rank,  —  Schwerin,  as 
some  write,  one  of  them,  or  if  not  Schwerin,  then 
Linger;  and  for  certain,  DSnhof,  —  two  worthy  gentle- 
men not  known  to  any  of  my  readers,  nor  to  me,  ex- 
cept as  names.  The  rest  are  all  coldly  of  opinion  that 
the  military  code  says  Death.  Other  codes  and  con- 
siderations may  say  this  and  that,  which  it  is  not  in 
their  province  to  touch  upon;  this  is  what  the  military 
code  says:  and  they  leave  it  there. 

The  Junius  Brutus  of  a  Royal  Majesty  had  an- 
swered in  his  own  heart  grimly.  Well  then  I  But  his 
Councillors,  Old  Dessauer,  Grumkow,  Seckendorf,  one 
and  all  interpose  vehemently.  "Prince  of  the  Empire, 
yonr  Majesty,  not  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  only!  Must  not, 
cannot;"  —  nay  good  old  Buddenhrock,  in  the  fire  of 
still  unsuccessful  pleading,  tore  open  his  waistcoat:  "If 
"your  Majesty  requires  blood,  take  mine;  that  other 
"you  shall  never  get,  so  long  as  I  can  speak!"  Foreign 
Courts  interpose;  Sweden,  the  Dutch;  ^e  English  in  a» 
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circuitous  way,  round  by  VienDa  to  wit;  finally  the 
Kaiser  himself  sends  an  Autograph;*  for  poor  Queen 
Sophie  has  applied  even  to  Seckendorf ,  will  be  friends 
with  Grumkow  himself,  and  in  her  despair  is  knockiDg 
at  every  door.  Junius  Brutus  is  said  to  have  had 
paternal  affections  withaL  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  alone 
against  the  whispers  of  his  own  heart  and  the  voioes  of 
all  men,  yields  at  last  in  this  cause.  To  Seckendoif^ 
who  has  chalked  out  a  milder  didactic  plan  of  t^ea^ 
ment,  still  rigorous  enough,'^  he  at  last  admits  that 
such  plan  is  perhaps  good;  that  the  ELuser's  Letter  hu 
turned  the  scale  with  him;  and  the  didactic  method, 
not  the  beheading  one,  shall  be  tried.  That  DSnhof 
and  Schwoxin,  with  their  talk  of  mercy,  with  "their 
eyes  upon  the  Sising  Sun,**  as  la  evident,  have  done 
themselves  no  good,  and  shall  perhaps  find  it  bo  one 
day.  But  that,  at  any  rate,  Friedrich's  life  is  spared; 
Katto  3  execution  shall  suffice  in  that  kind.  Bepentanoe, 
prostrate  submission  and  amendment,  —  these  may  do 
yot  more  for  the  prodigal,  if  he  will  in  heart  letura. 
These  points,  sometime  before  the  8th  of  Xovembei^ 
we  find  to  be  as  good  as  settled. 

The  unhappy  prcvdigal  is  in  no  condition  to  reoflt 
fanhor.  Chaplain  Miiller  had  introduced  hin^self  with 
Katte*s  dying  admonition  to  the  Crown-Frinoe  to  lepent 
and  submit  Chaplain  Miiller,  with  his  wholesome 
cooling^powdcxs,  with  his  ghosdy  coonsels,  and  oonair 
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derations  of  temporal  and  eternal  nature,  —  we  saw 
how  he  prospered  almost  beyond  hope.  Even  on 
Predestination,  and  the  real  nature  of  Election  by  Free 
Grace,  all  is  coming  right,  or  come,  reports  MuUor. 
The  Chaplain^s  Eeports,  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  grimly 
mollified  Responses  on  the  same:  they  are  written,  and 
in  confused  form  have  been  printed;  but  shall  be  spared 
the  English  reader. 

And  Grumkow  has  been  out  at  Ciistrin,  preaching 
to  the  same  purport  from  other  texts:  Grumkow,  with 
the  thought  ever  present  to  him,  "What  if  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  should  die?"  is  naturally  an  eloquent  preacher. 
Enough,  it  has  been  settled  (perhaps  before  the  day  of 
Katte's  death,  or  at  the  latest  three  days  after  it,  as  we 
can  see).  That  if  the  Prince  will,  and  can  with  firee 
conscience,  take  an  Oath  ("no  mental  reservation," 
mark  you!)  of  contrite  repentance,  of  perfect  prostrate 
submission,  and  purpose  of  future  entire  obedience  and 
conformity  to  the  paternal  mind  in  all  things,  "  Onaden^ 
wcihV*  included,  —  the  paternal  mind  may  possibly 
relax  his  durance  a  little,  and  put  him  gradually  on 
proof  again.* 

Towards  which  issue,  as  Chaplain  MiiUer  reports, 
the  Crown-Prince  is  visibly  gravitating,  with  all  his 
weight  and  wiU.  The  very  Gnadmwahl  is  settled;  the 
young  soul  (truly  a  lover  of  Truth,  your  Majesty)  taps 
on  his  ceiling,  my  floor  being  overhead,  before  the 
winter  sun  rises,  as  a  signal  that  I  must  come  down  to 
him;  —  so  eager  to  have  error  and  darkness  puiged 

•  King*a  Letter  to  MiUler,  8th  November  (FSrster,  i.  S7«V 
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awaj.  Believes  himself,  as  I  believe  him,  ready  to 
undertake  that  Oath;  desires,  however,  to  see  it  first, 
that  he  may  matorelj  stndy  every  clanse  of  it  —  Bay 
yoa  verily  so?  answers  Majesty.  And  fnoy  my  nnine 
heart  flow  out  again,  and  blabber  grat^nlly  over  a 
sinner  saved,  a  poor  Son  plncked  as  brand  from  the 
burning ?  ^6od,  the  Most  High,  give  his  blessing  on 
^"it,  then!^  concludes  the  paternal  Majesty:  '^And  as 
He  often,  by  wondrons  guidances,  strange  paths  and 
thorny  steps,  will  bring  men  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ,  so  may  our  Divine  Redeemer  help  that  thlB 
'^prodigal  son  be  brought  into  His  conmnmion.  That 
^his  godless  heart  be  beaten  till  it  is  softened  and 
^changed;  and  so  he  be  snatched  from  the  daws  of 
"Satan.  This  grant  us  the  Almighty  Crod  and  Father, 
''for  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  His  passion  and  deadi's 
'^sake!  Amen!  —  I  am,  for  the  rest,  your  well-affse- 
'^tioned  King,  Friedbich  Wilhelm  {Wusterhauseny  Bih 
""Novmb^r  1730)."* 

Crown-Prince  begins  a  new  Course. 

It  was  Monday  6th  November  when  poor  Katte 
died.  Within  a  fortnight,  on  the  second  Sunday  after, 
there  has  a  Select  Commission,  Grumkow,  Bon^  Bud- 
denbrock,  with  three  other  Soldiers,  and  the  Privy 
Councillor  Thulmeyer,  come  out  to  CUstrin:  there  and 
then,  Sunday,  November  19th,'^  these  Seven,  witk  due 

•  FSrater,  !•  t79. 
**  Nieolai,  •zaoteat  ofncB,  only  tbat  Doconmta  mtrm  oecasloiuUf 
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solemnity  administer  the  Oath  (terms  of  Oath  concei- 
vable by  readers);  Friedrich  being  found  ready.  He 
signs  the  Oath,  as  well  as  audibly  swears  it:  whereupon 
his  sword  is  restored  to  him,  and  his  prison- door 
opened.  He  steps  forth  to  the  Town  Church  with  his 
Commissioners;  takes  the  sacrament;  listens,  with  all 
Cifstrin,  to  an  allusive  Sermon  on  the  subject;  "text 
happily  chosen,  preacher  handling  it  well."  Text  was 
Psalm  Seventy-seventh,  verse  eleventh  (tenth  of  our 
English  version) ,  And  I  saidy  This  is  my  infirmity;  but 
I  will  remember  the  years  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Most 
High;  or,  as  Luther's  version  more  intelligibly  gives  it, 
This  I  have  to  suffer;  the  right  hand  of  the  Most  High 
can  change  alL  Preacher  (not  Miiller  but  another)  rose 
gradnaUy  into  didactic  pathos;  Prince,  and  all  CtLstrin, 
were  weeping,  or  near  weeping,  at  the  close  of  the 
business.* 

Straight  from  Church  the  Prince  is  conducted,  not 
to  the  Fortress,  but  to  a  certain  Town  Mansion,  which 
he  is  to  call  his  own  henceforth,  under  conditions:  an 
erring  Prince  half  liberated,  and  merciftdly  put  on  proof 
again.  His  first  act  here  is  to  write,  of  his  own  com- 
position, or  helped  by  some  official  hand,  this  Letter  to 
his  All-serenest  Papa;  which  must  be  introduced, 
though,  except  to  readers  of  Q«rman  who  know  the 
"D^-o"  (Theiro),  ^^  Allerdurchlauchtigster^^  and  strange 


■eocMtble  in.  hit  time,  gives  {Awhdoten,  ▼!.  187)  "Satnrday,  NoTem- 
ber  26tb/*  as  the  day  of  the  Oath;  but,  no  doubt,  the  later  inquirers,  Preass 
(f*  M)  and  otben,  have  fonnd  bim  wrong  in  thia  small  instanee. 

*  Preoaa,  1.66. 
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pipeclay  solemnity  of 'the  Court-style,  it  is  like  to  be 
in  great  part  lost  in  any  translation: 

"  Ctlstrin,  19th  November  1780. 

"All-serenest  and  All-graciousest  Father,  —  To  yonr 
"Royal  Majesty,  my  All-graciousest  Father,  have,"  —  ie, 
*'I  have,"  if  one  durst  write  the  "I,"  —  "by  my  disobedience 
"as  Theiro"  (Youro)  "subject  and  soldier,  not  less  thanly^ 
"my  undutifulness  as  Theiro  Son,  given  occasion  to  a  just 
"wrath  and  aversion  against  me.  With  the  All-obedieniest 
"respect  I  submit  myself  wholly  to  the  grace  of  my  most  AH- 
"  gracious  Father,  and  beg  him.  Most  Ail-graciously  to  pardon 
"me;  as  it  is  not  so  much  the  withdrawal  of  my  liberty  in  a 
"sad  arrest  (malheureusen  Arrest),  as  my  own  thoughts  of 
"the  fault  I  have  committed ,  that  have  brought  me  to  reason: 
"Who,  with  all  obedientest  respect  and  submission,  contume 
"  till  my  end, 

"My  All-graciousest  Eong's  and  Father's  faithfolly 
obedientest  "  Servant  and  Son, 

"Fribdmch."* 

This  new  House  of  Friedrich's,  in  the  little  To"wn  of 
Ciistrin,  he  finds  arranged  for  him  on  rigoroasly  thrifty 
principles,  yet  as  a  real  Household  of  his  own;  and 
even  in  the  form  of  a  Court,  with  HofinarschaU,  Kamr 
merjunkers,  and  the  other  adjuncts;  —  Court  reduced 
to  its  simplest  expression,  as  the  French  say,  and 
probably  the  cheapest  that  was  ever  set  up.  Hof- 
marschall  (Court-Marshal)  is  one  Wolden,  a  civilian 
Official  hero.     The  Kammerjunkers  are  Bohwedel  and 

*  Prenss,  1.  66,  57;  and  Anonymoos,  Friedrichi  4$$  Grouem  Bri§f$  0 
teinen  Vater  (Berlin,  Posen  and  Bromberg,  1888),  p.  S. 
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Natzmer;  Natzmer  Junior,  son  of  a  distingoislied  Feld- 
marschall:  "a  good-hearted,  but  foolish  forward  young 
fellow,"  says  Wilhelmina;  "the  failure  of  a  coxcomb 
(petit-maitre  manque),^^  For  example,  once,  strolling 
about  in  a  solemn  Kaiser^s  Soiree  in  Vienna,  he  found 
in  some  quiet  comer  the  young  Duke  of  Lorraine, 
Franz,  who  it  is  thought  will  be  the  divine  Maria 
Theresa^s  husband,  and  Kaiser  himself  one  day.  Fool< 
ish  Natzmer  found  this  noble  young  gentleman  in  a 
remote  comer  of  the  Soiree;  went  up,  nothing  loth,  to 
speak  graciosities  and  insipidities  to  him:  the  noble 
young  gentleman  yawned,  as  was  too  natural,  a  wide 
long  yawn;  and  in  an  insipid  familiar  manner,  foolish 
Natzmer  (Wilhelmina  and  the  Berlin  circles  know  it) 
put  his  finger  into  the  noble  young  gentleman's  mouth, 
and  insipidly  wagged  it  there.  "Sir,  you  seem  to 
forget  where  you  are!"  said  the  noble  young  gentleman; 
and  closing  his  mouth  with  emphasis,  turned  away;  but 
happily  took  no  farther  notice.*  This  is  all  we  yet 
know  of  the  history  of  Natzmer,  whose  heedless  ways 
and  slapdash  speculations,  tinted  with  natural  ingenuity 
and  goodhumour,  are  not  unattractive  to  the  Prince. 

Hofmarschall  and  these  two  Kammerjunkers  are  of 
the  lawyer  species;  men  intended  for  Of&cial  Business, 
in  which  the  Prince  himself  is  now  to  be  occupied. 
The  Prince  has  four  lackeys,  two  pages,  one  valet 
He  '^ wears  his  sword,  but  has  no  sword-tash  {porte* 
fyee)j^  much  less  an  officer's  uniform:  a  mere  Prince 
put  upon  his  good  behaviour  again;  not  yet  a  soldier 

«  Wilhelmina,  i.  810. 


128  CBOWN-PBINCB  BETSEDVED.  [bOOKYHL 

19tli  Not.  17S0. 

of  the  Prussian  Army,  only  hoping  to  become  so  again. 
He  weaxs  a  light-gray  dress,  ^''hecht-grauer  (pike-gray) 
frock  with  narrow  silver  cordings;"  and  most  recover 
his  uniform,  by  proving  himself  gradually  a  new  man. 
For  there  is,  along  with  the  new  household,  a  new 
employment  laid  out  for  him  in  Ctistrin;  and  it  shall  be 
seen  what  figure  he  makes  in  that,  first  of  alL  He  is 
to  sit  in  the  Domdnen-Kammer  or  Government  Board 
here,  as  youngest  Bath;  no  other  career  permitted.  Let 
him  learn  Economics  and  the  way  of  managing  Domain 
Lands  (a  very  principal  item  of  the  royal  revenues  in 
this  Country):  humble  work,  but  useM;  which  he  had 
better  see  well  how  he  will  do.  Two  elder  Baths  are 
appointed  to  instruct  him  in  the  Economic  Sciences  and 
Practices,  if  he  show  faculty  and  diligence;  —  whieh  in 
fact  he  turns  out  to  do,  in  a  superior  degree,  having 
every  motive  to  try. 

This  kind  of  life  lasted  with  him  for  the  next  fifkeen 
months,  all  through  the  year  1731  and  farther;  and 
must  have  been  a  very  singular,  and  was  probably  a 
highly  instructive  year  to  him,  not  in  the  Domain  Sci- 
ences alone.  He  is  left  wholly  to  himself.  All  his  fellow- 
creatures,  as  it  were,  are  watching  him.  Hundred-eyed 
Argus,  or  the  Ear  of  Dionysius,  that  is  to  say.  Tobacco^ 
Parliament  with  its  spies  and  reporters,  —  no  stirring 
of  his  finger  can  escape  it  here.  He  has  much  suspicion 
to  encounter;  Papa  looking  always  sadly  askance,  sadly 
incredulous,  upon  him.  He  is  in  correspondence  witi 
Grumkow;   takes   much   advice   from    Grumkow    (our 
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prompter-general,  president  in  the  Dionysius^-Ear,  and 
not  an  ill-wisher  farther);  —  professes  much  thankful- 
ness to  Grumkow,  now  and  henceforth.  Thank  you 
for  flinging  me  out  of  the  six-story  window,  and  catch- 
ing me  by  the  coatskirts!  —  Left  altogether  to  himself, 
as  we  said;  has  in  the  whole  Universe  nothing  that  will 
save  him  but  his  own  good  sense,  his  own  power  of 
discoyering  what  is  what,  and  of  doing  what  will  be 
behoveful  therein. 

He  is  to  quit  his  French  literatures  and  pernicious 
practices,  one  and  alL  Bis  very  flute,  most  innocent 
'* Princess,"  as  he  used  to  call  his  flute  in  old  days,  is 
denied  him  ever  since  he  came  to  Ciistrin;  —  but  by 
degrees  he  privately  gets  her  back,  and  consorts  much 
with  her;  wails  forth,  in  beautiful  adagios,  emotions  for 
which  there  is  no  other  utterance  at  present  He  has 
liberty  of  Ciistrin  and  the  neighbourhood;  out  of  Ciistrin 
he  is  not  to  lodge,  any  night,  without  leave  had  of  the 
Commandant  Let  him  walk  warily;  and  in  good 
earnest  study  to  become  a  new  creature,  useful  for 
something  in  the  Domain  Sciences  and  otherwise. 


Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  IV, 
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CHAPTEE  m. 

WILHELMINA  IS  TO  WED   THE  PRINCB  OF  BAXREUTH. 

Crown-Prince  Friedrich  being  settled  so  far,  liis 
Majesty  takes  up  the  case  of  Wilhelmina,  the  other 
ravelled  skein  lying  on  hand.  Wilhelmina  has  been 
prisoner  in  her  Apartment  at  Berlin  all  this  while:  it 
is  proper  Wilhelmina  be  disposed  of;  either  in  wedlock, 
filiallj  obedient  to  the  royal  mind;  or  in  some  much 
sterner  way,  "within  four  walls,"  it  is  whispered,  if 
disobedient. 

Poor  Wilhelmina  never  thought  of  disobeying  her 
parents:  only,  which  of  them  to  obey?  King  looks 
towards  the  Prince  of  Baireuth  again,  agreed  on  before 
those  hurly-burlies  now  past;  Queen  looks  far  otherwards. 
Queen  Sophie  still  desperately  believes  in  the  English 
match  for  Wilhelmina;  and  has  subterranean  corre- 
spondences with  that  Court;  refusing  to  see  that  the 
negotiation  is  extinct  there.  Grumkow  himself,  so 
over- victorious  in  his  late  task,  is  now  heeling  towards 
England;  "sincere  in  his  wish  to  be  well  with  ns," 
thinks  Dickens:  Grumkow  solaces  her  Majesty  with 
delusive  hopes  in  the  English  quarter.  "Be  firm, 
"child;  trust  in  my  management;  only  swear  to  me, 
"on  your  eternal  salvation,  that  never,  on  any  com- 
" pulsion,  will  you  marry  another  than  the  Prince  of 
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"Wales;  • —  give  me  that  oathl"*  Such  was  Queen 
Sophie's  last  proposal  to  Wilhelmina,  —  night  of  the 
27tih  of  January  1731,  as  is  .computable,  —  her 
Majesty  to  leave  for  Potsdam  on  the  morrow.  They 
wept  much  together,  that  night,  but  Wilhelmina 
dextrously  evaded  the  oath,  on  a  religious  ground. 
Prince  of  Baireuth,  whom  Papa  may  like  or  may  not 
Hke,  has  never  yet  personally  made  appearance:  who 
or  what  will  make  appearance,  or  how  things  can  or 
will  turn,  except  a  bad  road,  is  terribly  a  mystery  to 
Wilhelmina. 

What  with  chagrin  and  confinement,  what  with  bad 
diet  (for  the  veiy  diet  is  bad,  quality  and  quantity 
alike  unspeakable),  Wilhelmina  sees  herself  ^^ reduced 
to  a  skeleton;"  no  company  but  her  faithful  Sonsfeld, 
no  employment  but  her  Books  and  Music;  —  struggles, 
however,  still  to  keep  heart  One  day,  it  is  in 
February  1731,  as  I  compute,  they  are  sitting,  her 
Sonsfeld  and  she,  at  their  sad  mess  of  so-called  dinner, 
in  their  remote  upper  story  of  the  Berlin  Schloss, 
tramp  of  sentries  the  one  thing  audible;  and  were 
"looking  mournfully  at  one  another,  with  nothing  to 
"eat  but  a  soup  of  salt-and-water,  and  a  ragout  of  old 
"bones  full  of  hairs  and  slopperies,"  —  nothing  else; 
Ihat  was  its  real  quality,  whatever  fine  name  they 
might  give  it,  says  the  vehement  Princess,  —  "we 
"heard  a  sharp  tapping  at  the  window;  and  started  up 
"in  surprise,  to  see  what  it  could  be.    It  was  a  raven, 


*  Wilhelmina,  I.  814. 
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^'carrying  in  its  beak  a  bit  of  bread,  which  it  left  on 
"the  window-sill,  and  flew  away."* 

"Tears  came  into  our  eyes  at  this  adventore.^'  Are 
we  become  as  Hebrew  Elijahs,  then;  so  that  the  wild 
ravens  have  to  bring  us  food?  Truth  is,  there  was 
nothing  miracfulous,  as  Wilhelmina  found  by  and  by. 
It  was  a  tame  raven,  —  not  the  soul  of  old  George  I., 
which  lives  at  Isleworth  on  good  pensions;  but  the  pet 
raven  of  a  certain  Margravine,  which  lost  its  way 
among  the  intricate  roofs  here.  But  the  incident  was 
touching.  "Well,"  exclaimed  Wilhelmina,  "in  the 
"Boman  Histories  I  am  now  reading,  it  is  often  said 
"those  creatures  betoken  good  luck."  All  Berlin,  such 
the  appetite  for  gossip ,  and  such  the  famine  of  it  in 
Berlin  at  present,  talked  of  this  minute  event:  and  the 
French  Colony,  —  old  Protestant  Colony,  praetical 
considerate  people,  —  were  so  struck  by  it,  they 
brought  baskets  of  comfortable  things  to  us,  and  left 
them  daily,  as  if  by  accident,  on  some  neutral  ground, 
where  the  maid  could  pick  them  up,  sentries  reftising 
to  see  unless  compelled.  Which  fine  procedure  has 
attached  Wilhelmina  to  the  French  Nation  ever  since, 
as  a  dextrous  useful  people,  and  has  given  her  a  dis- 
position to  help  them  where  she  could. 

The  omen  of  the  raven  did  not  at  once  bring  good 
luck:  however,  it  did  chance  to  be  the  turning-point, 
solstice  of  this  long  Greenland  winter;  after  which, 
amid  storms  and  alarms,  daylight  came  steadily  nearer. 

«  Wilhelmina,  1.  816. 
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Storms  and  alarms:  for  there  came  rumours  of  quarrels 
out  at  Potsdam,  quarrels  on  the  old  score  between  the 
Boyal  Spouses  there:  and  frightful  messages ^  through 
one  Eversmann,  an  insolent  ro^al  lackey,  about 
wedding  Weissenfels,  about  imprisonment  for  life  and 
other  hard  things;  through  all  which  Wilhelmina 
studied  to  keep  her  poor  head  steady,  and  answer  with 
dignity  yet  discreetly.  On  the  other  hand,  her  Sisters 
are  permitted  to  visit  her,  and  perceptible  assuage- 
ments come.  At  length,  on  the  11th  of  May,  there 
came  solemn  Deputation,  Borck,  Grumkow,  Thulmeyer 
in  it,  old  real  Mends  and  pretended  new;  which  set 
poor  Wilhelmina  wringing  her  hands  (having  had  a 
Letter  from  Mamma  overnight);  but  did  bring  about 
a  solution.  It  was  Friday  11th  of  May;  a  day  of 
crisis  in  Wilhelmina^s  history;  Queen  commanding  one 
thing,  King  another,  and  the  hour  of  decision  come. 

Entering,  announcing  themselves,  with  dreadful 
solemnity,  these  gentlemen,  Grumkow  the  spokesman, 
in  soft  phrase,  but  with  strict  deamess,  made  it  ap- 
parent te  her.  That  marry  she  must,  —  the  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Baireuth,  —  and  without  the  consent  of  both 
her  Parents,  which  was  unattainable  at  present,  but 
peremptorily  under  the  command  of  one  of  them, 
whose  vote  was  the  supreme.  Do  this  (or  even  say 
that  you  will  do  it,  whisper  some  of  the  well-affected), 
his  Migesty's  paternal  favour  will  return  upon  you  like 
pent  waters;  —  and  the  Queen  will  surely  reconcile 
herself  (or  perhaps  turn  it  all  her  own  way  yet!  whisper 
the  well  affected).     Eeftise  to  do  it,  her  Majesty^  your 
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Royal  Brother,  you  yourself  Eoyal  Highness,  God  only 
knows  what  the  unheard-of  issue  will  be  for  you  all! 
Do  it,  let  us  advise  you:  you  must,  you  miistl  —  Wil- 
helmina  wrung  her  hands;  ran  distractedly  to  and  fro; 
the  well-affected  whispering  to  her,  the  others  "con- 
versing at  a  window."  At  length  she  did  it.  Will 
marry  whom  her  all-gracious  Papa  appoints;  never 
wished  or  meant  the  least  disobedience;  hopes,  beyond 
all  things,  his  paternal  love  will  now  return,  and  make 
everybody  blessed;  —  and  0,  reconcile  Mamma  to  me, 
ye  well-affected!  adds  she.  —  Bravissimo!  answer 
they:  her  Majesty,  for  certain,  will  reconcile  herself; 
Crown-Prince  get  back  from  Ctlstrin,  and  all  will  be  welL* 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  was  overjoyed;  Queen  Sophie 
Dorothee  was  in  despair.  With  his  Majesty,  who 
"wept"  like  a  paternal  bear,  on  reembracing  Wil- 
helmina  the  obedient  some  days  hence,  it  became  a 
settled  point,  and  was  indicated  to  Wilhelmina  as  such, 
That  the  Crown-Prince  would,  on  her  actual  wedding, 
probably  get  back  from  Ciistrin.  But  her  Majesty^s 
reconcilement,  —  this  was  very  slow  to  follow.  Her 
Majesty  was  still  in  flames  of  ire  at  their  next  inter- 
view; and  poor  Wilhelmina  fainted,  on  approaching  to 
kiss  her  hand.  "Disgraced,  vanquished,  and  my 
''enemies  triumphing*'  said  her  Majesty;  and  vented  her 
wrath  on  Wilhelmina;  and  fell  ill  (so  soon  as  there 
was  leisure),  ill,  like  to  die,  and  said,  "Why  pretend 
"to  weep,  when  it  is  you  that  have  killed  me  I"  — 
and  indeed  was  altogether  hard,  bitter,  upon  the  poor 

*  WUhelmina,  i.  827-883. 
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Princess;  a  chief  sorrow  to  her  in  these  trying  months. 
Can  there  be  such  wrath  in  celestial  minds,  venting 
itself  so  unreasonably?  — 

At  present  there  is  no  leisure  for  illness;  grand 
visitors  in  quantity  have  come  and  are  coming;  and 
the  Court  is  brilliant  exceedingly;  —  his  Majesty 
blazing  out  into  the  due  magnificence,  which  was  very 
great  on  this  occasion,  domestic  matter  looking  up  with 
him  again.  The  Serenities  of  Brunswick  are  here, 
young  and  old;  much  liked  by  Friedrich  Wilhelm; 
and  almost  reckoned  family  people,  —  ever  since  their 
Eldest  Son  was  affianced  to  the  Princess  Charlotte 
here,  last  visit  they  made.  To  Princess  Charlotte, 
Wilhelmina's  second  junior,  —  mischievous,  coquettish 
creature  she,  though  very  pretty  and  insinuating,  who 
seems  to  think  her  Intended  rather  a  phlegmatic  young 
gentleman,  as  Wilhelmina  gradually  discovers.  Then 
there  is  old  Duke  Eberhard  Ludwig,  of  Wiirtemberg, 
whom  we  saw  at  Ludwigsburg  last  year,  in  an  intricate 
condition  with  his  female  world  and  otherwise,  he 
too  announces  himself,  —  according  to  promise  then 
given.  Old  Duke  Eberhard  Ludwig  comes,  stays  three 
weeks  in  great  splendour  of  welcome;  —  poor  old 
gentleman,  his  one  son  is  now  dead;  and  things  are 
getting  earnest  with  him.  On  his  return  home,  this 
time,  he  finds,  according  to  order,  the  foul  witch 
GrSvenitE  duly  cleared  away;  reinstates  his  injured 
Duchess,  with  the  due  feelings,  better  late  than  never; 
and  dies  in  a  year  or  two,  still  childless.  — 


136  OBOWN-FBINCE  RBTBIByBD.  [BOOKVm. 

These  are  among  the  high  guests  at  Berlin;  and 
there  are  plenty  of  others  whom  we  do  not  name. 
Magnificent  dining;  with  ^^six-and-twenty  blackamoors,** 
high-colonred  creatures,  marching  up  the  grand  stair- 
case, round  the  table,  round  it,  and  then  down  again, 
melodious,  doing  "janizary  music,"  if  you  happen  to 
prefer  that  kind;  —  trained  creatures  these  blacka- 
moors, all  got  when  boys,  and  set  to  cymballing  and 
fifing  betimes,  adds  my  authority.*  Dining,  boa^ 
hunting  (if  the  boar  be  huntable),  especially  reviewing, 
fail  not  in  those  fine  summer  days. 

One  evening,  it  is  Sunday  27th  of  May,  latish, 
while  the  high  guests,  with  Queen  and  Wilhelmina,  aie 
just  passing  in  to  supper  (King's  Majesty  having  ''gone 
to  bed  at  seven,"  to  be  well  astir  for  the  review  to- 
morrow), a  sound  of  wheels  is  heard  in  the  eomt 
Modest  travelling-equipage  rolls  up  into  the  inner  court; 
to  the  foot  of  the  grand  staircase  there,  whither  only 
Princes  come:  —  who  can  it  be?  The  Queen  sends 
to  inquire.  Heavens,  it  is  the  Hereditary  Prince  of 
Baireuth!  "Medusa's  Head  never  produced  such  effect 
"as  did  this  bit  of  news:  Queen  sat  petrified;  and  I,** 
by  reflex,  was  petrified  too!  Wilhelmina  passed  the 
miserablest  night,  no  wink  of  sleep;  and  felt  quite  ill 
in  the  morning;  —  in  dread,  too,  of  Papa's  Tougli 
jests,  —  and  wretched  enough.  She  had  begged  mm^ 
last  night,  to  be  excused  from  the  review.  Bat  that 
could  not  be:  "I  must  go,"  said  the  Queen  afiser  re- 
flection, "and  you  with  me."    Which  they  did;  —  and 

*  Fassmann,  p.  736,  Ac* 
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diversified  the  pomp  and  drcainstaiice  of  mock-war,  by 
a  small  tmexpected  scene. 

Qaeen,  Princess  and  the  proper  Dames  had,  hj  his 
Majesty's  order,  to  pass  before  the  line:  Princess  in 
much  trouble,  ^^with  three  caps  huddled  on  me,  to  con- 
ceal myself,^'  poor  soul.  Margraf  of  Schwedt,  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment,  'looked  swollen  with  rage,^' 
high  hopes  gone  in  this  manner;  —  and  saluted  us 
with  eyes  turned  away.  As  for  his  Mother,  the  Dessau 
Margravine  in  high  colours,  she  was  "blue  in  the  face" 
all  day.  Lines  passed,  and  salutations  done,  her 
Majesty  and  Dames  withdrew  to  the  safe  distance,  to 
look  on:  —  Such  a  show,  for  pomp  and  circumstance, 
Wilhebnina  owns,  as  could  not  be  equalled  in  the 
world.  Such  wheeling,  rhythmic  coalescing  and  un- 
folding; accurate  as  clockwork,  far  and  wide;  swift  big 
column  here,  hitting  swift  big  column  there,  at  the  ap- 
pointed place  and  moment;  with  their  volleyings  and 
tmmpetLDgs,  bright  uniforms  and  streamers  and  field- 
music,  —  in  equipment  and  manoeuvre  perfect  all,  to 
the  meanest  drummer  or  black  kettledrummer:  — 
supreme  drill-sergeant  playing  on  the  thing,  as  on  his 
huge  piano,  several  square  miles  in  area!  Comes  of 
the  Old  Dessauer,  all  this;  of  the  "equal  step;^'  of  the 
abstruse  meditations  upon  tactics,  in  that  rough  head 
of  his.  Very  pretty  indeed.  -—  But  in  the  mean  while 
an  Official  steps  up;  cap  in  hand,  approaches  the 
Queen's  carriage;  says.  He  is  ordered  to  introduce  his 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Baireuth.  Prince  comes  up 
accordingly;    a  personable  young  fellow;    intellig^V 
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looking,  self-possessed;  makes  obeisance  to  her  Majesly, 
who  answers  in  frosty  politeness;  and  —  and  Wilhel- 
mina,  faint,  fasting,  sleepless  all  night,  fairly  fedlB 
aswoon.  Could  not  be  helped:  and  the  whole  world 
saw  it;  and  Guy  Dickens  and  the  Diplomatists  wrote 
home  about  it,  and  there  rose  rumour  and  gossip 
enough!*  But  that  was  the  naked  truth  of  it:  hot 
weather,  agitation,  want. of  sleep,  want  of  food; 
not  aversion  to  the  Hereditary  Prince,  nothing  of 
that 

Rather  the  contrary,  indeed;  and,  on  better  ac- 
quaintance, much  the  contrary.  For  he  proved  a  very 
rational,  honourable  and  eligible  young  Prince:  modest, 
honest,  with  abundance  of  sense  and  spirit;  kind  trto 
and  good,  hot  temper  well  kept,  temper  hot  not  harsh; 
quietly  holds  his  own  in  all  circles;  good  discourse  in 
him  too,  and  sharp  repartee  if  requisite,  —  though  he 
stammered  somewhat  in  speaking.  Submissive  Wilhelr 
mina  feels  that  one  might  easily  have  had  a  worse  hus- 
band. What  glories  for  you  in  England!  the  Queea 
used  to  say  to  her  in  old  times:  ^^He  is  a  Prince,  that 
'^Frederick,  who  has  a  good  heart,  and  whose  genioB 
'4s  very  small.  Rather  ugly  than  handsome;  slightly 
"out.  of  shape  even  {un  peu  contrefait).  But  provided 
"you  have  the  complaisance  to  suffer  his  debaucheries, 
"you  will  quite  govern  him;  and  you  will  be  more 
"King  than  he,  when  once  his  Father  is  dead.  Only 
''see  what  a  part  you  will  play!     It  will  be  yon  that 

*  Dickens,  of  2d  June  1731  (in  pathetic  terms);  WUhelmina,  1.  MX 
(withont  pathos). 
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"decide  on  the  weal  or  woe  of  Europe,  and  give  law 
"to  the  Nation,"*  —  in  a  manner!  Which  Wilhel- 
mina  did  not  think  a  celestial  prospect  even  then. 
Who  knows  but,  of  all  the  offers  she  had,  "four"  or 
three  "crowned  heads"  among  them,  this  final  modest 
honest  one  may  be  intrinsically  the  best?  Take  your 
portion,  if  inevitable,  and  be  Hiankfull  — 

The  Betrothal  follows  in  about  a  week;  Sunday, 
3d  June  1731 ;  with  great  magnificence,  in  presence  of 
the  high  guests  and  all  the  world:  and  Wilhelmina  is 
the  affianced  Bride  of  Friedrich  of  Baireuth:  —  and 
that  enormous  Double-Marriage  Tragicomedy,  of  Much 
Ado  about  Nothing,  is  at  last  ended.  Courage,  friends; 
all  things  d(f  end!  — 

The  high  guests  hereupon  go  their  ways  again; 
and  the  Court  of  Berlin,  one  cannot  but  suppose,  col- 
lapses, as  after  a  great  effort  finished.  Do  not  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  and  innumerable  persons,  —  the  readers 
and  the  writer  of  this  History  included,  —  feel  a  stone 
rolled  off  their  hearts?  —  It  is  now,  and  not  till  now, 
that  Queen  Sophie  falls  sick,  and  like  to  die;  and 
reproaches  Wilhelmina  with  killing  her.  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  hopes  confidently,  not;  waits  out  at  Potsdam, 
for  a  few  days,  till  this  killing  danger  pass;  then  de- 
parts, with  double  impetuosity,  for  Preussen,  and 
despatch  of  Public  Business;  such  a  mountain  of  Do- 
mestic Business  being  victoriously  got  under. 

Poor  King,  his  life,  this  long  while,  has  been  a 
series  of  earthquakes  and  titanic  convulsions.     Nairow 

WUhelmina,  1.148. 
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miss  he  has  had,  of  pulling  down  his  house  about  his 
ears,  and  burying  self,  son,  wife,  family  and  fortunes, 
under  the  ruin-heap,  —  a  monument  to  remote  pos- 
terity. Never  was  such  an  enchanted  dance,  of  well- 
intentioned  Boyal  Bear  with  poetic  temperament,  piped 
to  by  two  blac^-artists,  for  the  ELaiser's  and  Pragmatic 
Sanction's  sake!  Let  Tobacco-Parliament  also  rqjoice; 
for  truly  the  play  was  growing  dangerous,  of  late,  "^^^s 
and  Parliament,  we  may  suppose,  return  to  Fablie 
Business  with  double  vigour. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 
cruonal  justice,  in  preussen  and  elsewhere. 

Not  that  his  Majesty,  while  at  the  deepest  in  do- 
mestic intricacies,  ever  neglects  Public  Business.  This 
yerj  summer,  he  is  raising  Hussar  Squadrons;  bent  to 
introduce  the  Hussar  kind  of  soldiery  into  his  Army; 

—  a  good  deal  of  horse-breaking  and  new  sabre-exer- 
d&e,  needed  for  that  object.'^  The  affairs  of  the  Beich 
have  at  no  moment  been  out  of  his  eye; —  glad  to  see 
the  Kaiser  edging  round  to  the  Sea-Powers  again,  and 
things  coming  into  their  old  posture,  in  spite  of  that 
sad  Treaty  of  Seville. 

Nay,  for  the  last  two  years,  while  the  domestic  vol- 
canoes were  at  their  worst,  his  Majesty  has  been  ex- 
tensively dealing  with  a  new  question  which  has  risen, 
that  of  the  Salzburg  Protestants;  concerning  which  we 
sball  hear  more  anon.  Far  and  wide,  in  the  Diets  and 
elsewhere,  he  has  been  diligently,  piously  and  with 
solid  judgment,  handling  this  question  of  the  poor  Salz- 
burgers;  aiid  has  even  stored  up  moneys  in  intended 
solace  of  them  (for  he  foresees  what  the  end  will  be); 

—  moneys  which,  it  appears  about  this  time,  a  certain 
Official  over  in  Preussen  has  been  peculating!  In  the 
end  of  June,  his  Majesty  sets  off  to  Preussen  on  the 
usual  Inspection  Tour;  which  we  should  not  mention, 

*  FMsmann ,  pp.  417-418. 
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were  it  not  in  regard  to  that  same  Official,  and  to  some- 
thing very  rhadamanthine  and  particular  which  befel 
him;  significant  of  what  his  Majesty  can  do  in  the  way 
of  prompt  justice. 

Cctae  of  Schluhhut. 

The  K5nigsberg  Domain-Board  {Knegs-  und  Do- 
mdnen-Kammer)  had  fallen  awry,  in  various  points,  of 
late;  several  things  known  to  be  out  at  elbows  in  that 
Country;  the  Kammer  Baths  evidently  lax  at  their 
post;  for  which  reason  they  have  been  sharply  ques- 
tioned, and  shaken  by  the  collar,  so  to  speak.  Nay 
there  is  one  Bath,  a  so-called  Nobleman  of  those  parts, 
by  name  Schlubhut,  who  has  been  found  actually  de- 
faulting; peculating  from  that  pious  hoard  intended  for 
the  Salzburgers:  —  he  is  proved,  and  confesses,  to 
have  put  into  his  own  scandalous  purse  no  less  than 
11,000  thalers,  some  say  30,000  (almost  5,000  Z.), 
which  belonged  to  the  Public  Treasury  and  the  Salz- 
burg Protestants!  These  things,  especially  this  latter 
xmheard-of  Schlubhut  thing,  the  Supreme  Court  at 
Berlin  {Criminal-Collegium)  have  been  sitting  on,  foi 
some  time;  and,  in  regard  to  Schlubhut,  l^ey  have 
brought  out  a  result,  which  Priedrich  Wilhelm  not  a 
little  admires  at.  Schlubhut  clearly  guilty  of  the  de- 
falcation, say  they;  but  he  has  moneys,  landed  pro- 
perties: let  him  refund,  principal  and  interest;  and  have, 
Siay,  three  or  four  years'  imprisonment,  by  way  of  me- 
mento.    "Years'  imprisonment?    Refund?     Is  theft  in 
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the  highest  quarters  a  thing  to  be  let  off  for  refimding?'' 
growls  his  Majesty;  and  will  not  confirm  this  sentence 
of  his  Criminal-Collegium;  but  leaves  it  till  he  get  to 
the  spot,  and  see  with  his  own  eyes.  Schlubhut,  in 
arrest  or  mild  confinement  all  this  while,  ought  to  be 
bethinking  himself  more  than  he  is ! 

Once  on  the  spot,  judge  if  the  K5nigsberg  Domain- 
Elammer  had  not  a  stiff  muster  to  pass;  especially  if 
Schlubhut^s  drill-exercise  was  gentle!  Schlubhut,  sum- 
moned to  private  interview  with  his  Majesty,  carries 
his  head  higher  than  could  be  looked  for:  Is  very 
sorry;  knows  not  how  it  happened;  meant  always  to 
refund;  will  refund,  to  the  last  penny,  and  make  all 
good.  —  "Refund?  Does  He  {Er)  know  what  stealing 
means,  then?  How  the  commonest  convicted  private 
thief  finds  the  gallows  his  portion;  much  more  a  public 
magistrate  convicted  of  thefl?  Is  He  aware  that  He, 
ia  a  very  especial  manner,  deserves  hanging,  then?" 

—  Schlubhut  looks  offended  dignity;  conscious  of  rank, 
if  also  of  quasi-theft:  "J5J5  ist  nicht  Manier  (it  is  not  the 
^'polite  thing)  to  hang  a  Prussian  Nobleman  on  those 
"light  terms!"  answers  Schlubhut,  high-mannered  at 
the  wrong  time:  "I  can  and  will  pay  the  money  back!" 

—  iVbftfe-man?  Money  back?  "I  will  none  of  His 
BCOTindrelly  money."  To  strait  Prison  with  this 
Schurkel  —  And  thither  he  goes  accordingly:  unhap- 
piest  of  mortals;  to  be  conscious  of  rank,  not  at  the 
right  place,  when  about  to  steal  the  money,  but  at  the 
wrong,  when  answering  to  Rhadamanthus  on  it! 

And  there,  sure  enough,  Schlubhut  lies,  in  his  pii- 
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son  on  the  ScMoasplatz ,  or  Castle  Square,  of  K5nig8- 
berg,  all  night;  and  hears,  close  by  the  Damdna^ 
Kammer^  which  is  in  the  same  Square,  Domdnen-Kammer 
where  his  Office  used  to  be,  a  terrible  sound  of  ca^ 
pentering  go  on;  —  unhappiest  of  Prussian  Noblemen. 
And  in  the  morning,  see,  a  high  gallows  built;  close 
in  upon  the  Domain-Ea.nmier,  looking  into  the  very 
windows  of  it:  —  and  there,  sure  enough,  the  unfor* 
tunate  Schlubhut  dies  the  thief  s  death,  few  hours  hence; 
speaking  or  thinking  what,  no  man  reports  to  me. 
Death  was  certain  for  him ;  inevitable  as  fate.  And  so 
he  vibrates  there,  admonitory  to  the  other  Raths,  for 
days,  —  some  say  for  weeks,  —  till  by  humble  peti- 
tion they  got  the  gallows  removed.  The  stumps  of  it, 
sawed  close  by  the  stones,  were  long  after  visible  in 
that  Schlossplatz  of  Konigsberg.  Here  is  prompt  justice 
with  a  witness!  Did  readers  ever  hear  of  such  a  thing? 
There  is  no  doubt  about  the  fact,*  —  though  in  all 
Prussian  Books  it  is  loosely  smeared  over,  without  the 
least  precision  of  detail;  and  it  was  *not  till  after  long 
searching  that  I  could  so  much  as  get  it  dated:  July 
1731,  while  Priedrich  Crown- Prince  is  still  in  eclipse 
at  Cilstrin,  and  some  six  weeks  after  Wilhelmina's  be- 
trothal. And  here  furthermore,  direct  from  the  then 
Schlubhut  precincts,  is  a  stray  Note,  meteorological 
chiefly;  but  worth  picking  up,  since  it  is  authentic. 
"Wehlau,"  we  observe,  is  on  the  road  homewards 
again,  —  on  our  return  from  uttermost  Memel,  —  a 

*  Benekendorf  (Anonymous):  KaraktertUge  aus  dem  Leben  Kdnig  FirUi- 
rich  Wilhelm  I.  (Berlin,  1788),  vil.  15-20.    FQrtter  (ii.  268),  &o.  ' 
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day's  journey  hitherwards  of  that  place,   half  a  day^s 
thitherwards  of  KQnigsberg: 

'^Tuesday  10th  July  1731.  King  dining  with  General 
"Dockum  atWehlau,"  —  where  he  had  been  again  reviewing, 
for  about  forty  hoars ,  all  manner  of  regiments  brought  to 
rendezvous  there  for  the  purpose,  poor  ^'General  Katte  with 
"his  regiment"  among  them ;  —  King  at  dinner  with  General 
Dockum  after  all  that,  'Hook  the  resolution  to  be  off  to 
'^Konigsberg ;  and  arrived  here  at  the  stroke  of  midnight,  in 
"a  deluge  of  rain."  This  brings  us  within  a  day,  or  two 
days,  of  Schlubhut's  death.  Terrible  "combat  of  Bisons 
^^(Uri,  OT  Auerochsen^  with  such  manes,  such  heads),  of  two 
"wild  Bisons  against  six  wild  Bears,"  then  ensued;  and  the 
Schlubhut  human  tragedy;  I  know  not  in  what  sequence, — 
rather  conjecture  the  Schlubhut  had  gone  first  Pillau ,  road 
to  Dantzig ,  on  the  narrow  strip  between  the  Frische  Haf  and 
Baltic,  is  the  next  stage  homewards;  at  Pillau,  General 
Finckenstein  (excellent  old  Tutor  of  the  Crown -Prince)  is 
Commandant;  and  expects  his  rapid  Majesty,  day  and  hour 
given,  to  me  not  known.  Majesty  goes  in  three  carriages; 
Old  Dessauer,  Grumkow,  Seckendorf,  Giokelare  among  his 
suite ;  weather  still  very  electric : 

"AtFischhausen,  halfway  to  Pillau,  Majesty  had  a  bout 
"of  elk-hunting;  killed  sixty  elks"  (Melton- Mo wtaiy  may 
consider  it),  —  "creatures  of  the  deer  sort,  nimble  as  roes, 
''but  strong  as  bulls ,  and  four  palms  higher  than  the  biggest 
"horse,  —  to  the  astonishment  of  Seckendorf,  Giokel  and  the 
"strangers  there.  Half-an-hour  short  of  Pillau,  furious  electri- 
"dty  again;  thunderbolt  shivered  an  oak-tree  fifteen  yards 
"from  Majesty's  carriage.  And  at  Pillau  itself ,  the  Battalion 
"in  Garrison  there,  drawn  out  in  arms,  by  Count  Finckenstein, 
"to  receive  his  Majesty"  (rain  over  by  this  time,  we  can  hope^^ 
Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great.  IV.  10 
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<*  had  suddenly  to  rush  forward  and  take  new  ground ;  Frische 
**Haf,  on  some  pressure  from  the  elements,  having  suddenly 
*' gushed  out,  two  hundred  paces  beyond  its  old  watermark 
"in  that  place."* 

Pillan,  Fischhausen,  —  this  is  where  the  excellent 
old  Adalbert  stamped  the  earth  with  his  life  "in  the 
shape  of  a  cross ^*  eight  hundred  years  ago:  and  these 
are  the  new  phenomena  there!  —  The  General Dockum, 
Colonel  of  Dragoons ,  whom  his  Majesty  dined  with  at 
Wehlau,  got  his  death  not  many  months  afler.  One 
of  Dockum's  Dragoon  Lieutenants  felt  insulted  at  some- 
thing, and  demanded  his  discharge:  discharge  given,  he 
challenged  Dockum,  duel  of  pistols,  and  shot  him  dead.** 
Nothing  more  to  be  said  of  Dockum,  nor  of  that  Lieute- 
nant, in  military  annals. 

Case  of  the  Criminal' Collegium  itself. 

And  thus  was  the  error  of  the  Criminal -Collegium 
rectified  in  re  Schlubhut.  For  it  is  not  in  name  only, 
but  in  fact,  that  this  Sovereign  is  Supreme  Judge,  and 
bears  the  sword  in  God's  stead,  —  interfering  now  and 
then,  when  need  is,  in  this  terrible  manner.  Li  the 
same  dim  authentic  Benekendorf  (himself  a  member  of 
the  Criminal -Collegium  in  later  times),  and  from  him 
in  all  the  Books ,  is  recorded  another  interference  some- 
what in  the  comic  vein;  which  also  we  may  give.  Un- 
disputed fact,  again  totally  without  precision  or  details; 

•  See  Maavillon,  li.  298-297;  —  correcting  by  Fassmann,  p.  432. 
««  7th  AprU  1783  iMUitair-Lezikon,  i.  365). 
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not  even  dateable,  except  that,  on  study,  we  perceive 
it  may  have  been  before  this  Schlubhnf  s  execution,  and 
after  the  Criminal -Collegium  had  committed  their  error 
about  him,  —  must  have  been  while  this  of  Schlubhut 
was  still  vividly  in  mind.  Here  is  the  unprecise  but  in- 
dubitable fact,  as  the  Prussian  Dryasdust  has  left  us 
his  smear  of  it: 

"One  morning  early"  (might  be  before  Schlubhut 
was  hanged,  and  while  only  sentence  of  imprisonment 
and  restitution  lay  on  him),  General  Graf  von  Donhof, 
Colonel  of  a  Musketeer  regiment,  favourite  old  soldier, 
—  who  did  vote  on  the  mild  side  in  that  Court-Martial 
on  the  Crown-Prince  lately;  but  I  hope  has  been  for- 
given by  his  Majesty,  being  much  esteemed  by  him 
these  long  years  past;  —  thip  Donhof,  early  one  morn- 
ing, calls  upon  the  King,  with  a  grimly  lamenting  air. 
"What  is  wrong,  Herr  General?"  —  "Your  Majesty, 
my  best  musketeer,  an  excellent  soldier  and  of  good 
inches,  fell  into  a  mistake  lately,  —  bad  company 
getting  round  the  poor  fellow;  they,  he  among  them, 
slipt  into  a  House  and  stole  something;  trifle  and  with- 
out violence:  pay  is  but  three  half-pence,  your  Majesty, 
and  the  Devil  tempts  men!  Well,  the  Criminal -Colle- 
gium have  condemned  him  to  be  hanged;  an  excellent 
soldier  and  of  good  inches,  for  that  one  fault.  Noble- 
man Schlubhut  was  *  to  make  restitution,^  they  decreed: 
that  was  their  decree  on  Schlubhut,  one  of  their  own 
set;  and  this  poor  soldier,  six  feet  three,  your  Majesty, 
is  to  dance  on  the  top  of  nothing  for  a  three-haL^enny 
matter!"  —  So  would  Donhof  represent  the  thing,  — 

10* 
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*'£eu^  being,*^  says  my  Diyasdust,  "it  was  a  case  of 
"hoasebreaking  with  theft  to  the  vaiue  of  6,000  thalen, 
"and  this  musketeer  the  ringleader!"  —  Well;  but  was 
Schlubhut  sentenced  to  hanging?  Do  yon  keep  two 
weights  and  two  measures,  in  that  Criminal*Collegiiiin 
of  yours,  then? 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  feels  this  sad  contrast  veiy  much; 
the  more,  as  the  soldier  is  his  own  chattel  withal,  and 
of  superlative  inches:  Friedrich  Wilhelm  flames  up  into 
wrath;  sends  off  swift  messengers  to  bring  these  Judges, 
one  and  all,  instantly  into  his  presence.  The  Judges 
are  still  in  their  dressing-gowns,  shaving,  break&ating; 
they  make  what  haste  they  can.  So  soon  as  the  first 
three  or  four  are  reported  to  be  in  the  anteroom,  Fried- 
rich Wilhelm,  in  extrem%  impatience,  has  them  called 
in;  starts  discoursing  with  them  upon  the  two  weighti 
and  two  measures.  Apologies,  subterfuges  do  but  pro- 
voke him  farther;  it  is  not  long  till  he  starts  up,  growt 
ing  terribly:  ^^Ihr  Schurken  (Ye  Scoundrels),  how  oonld 
you?*^  and  smites  down  upon  the  crowns  of  them  with 
the  Royal  Cudgel  itself  Fancy  the  hurry- scuny,  the 
unforensic  attitudes  and  pleadings!  Boyal  Cudgel  rains 
blows,  right  and  left:  blood  is  drawn,  crowns  cracked, 
crowns  nearly  broken;  and  "several  Judges  lost  a  fisw 
teeth,  and  had  their  noses  battered,**  before  tfaey  oonld 
get  out  The  second  relay  meeting  them  in  tlda  dila- 
pidated state,  on  the  staircases,  dashed  home  again 
without  the  honour  of  a  royal  interview.*  lict  them 
learn  to  keep  one  balance,  and  one  set  of  weightSi  IB 

•  Btnekendorf ,  rii.  t3.    FSntor,  U.  970. 
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their  Law-Court  henceforth.  —  This  is  an  actual  scene, 
of  date  Berlin  1731  or  thereby;  unusual  in  the  annals 
of  Themis.  Of  which  no  constitutional  country  can 
hope  to  see  the  fellow,  were  the  need  never  so  pressing. 
—  I  wish  his  Majesty  had  been  a  thought  more  equal, 
when  he  was  so  rhadamanthine !  Schlubhut  he  hanged, 
Schlubhut  being  only  Schlubhut^s  chattel;  this  mus- 
keteer, his  Majesty^s  own  diattel,  he  did  not  hang,  but 
set  him  shouldering  arms  again,  after  some  preliminary 
ducrtang!  — 

His  Majesty  was  always  excessively  severe  on  de- 
falcations; any  Chancellor  with  his  Exchequer-biUs  gone 
wrong,  would  have  fared  ill  in  that  Country.  One  Trea- 
8iuy  dignitary,  named  Wilke  (who  had  ^^  dealt  in  tall 
recmits,"  as  a  kind  of  bye -trade,  and  played  foul  in 
some  slight  measure),  the  King  was  clear  for  hanging: 
his  poor  Wife  galloped  to  Potsdam,  shrieking  mercy; 
upon  which  Friedrich  Wilhehn  had  him  whipt  by  the 
hangman,  and  stuck  for  life  into  Spandau.  Still  more 
tragical  was  poor  Hesse^s  case.  Hesse,  some  Domain 
Bath  out  at  Konigsberg,  concerned  with  moneys,  was 
fonnd  with  account-books  in  a  state  of  concision,  and 
several  thousands  short,  when  the  outcome  was  cleared  ' 
up.  What  has  become  of  these  thousands.  Sir?  Poor 
old  Hesse  could  not  tell:  "God  is  my  witness,  no  penny 
of  them  ever  stuck  to  me,"  asseverated  poor  old  Hesse; 
^^but  where  they  are — ?  My  account-books  are  in  such 
a  elate;  —  alas,  and  my  poor  old  memory  is  not  what 
it  was!"  They  brought  him  to  Berlin;  in  the  end  they 
actuaDy  hanged  the  poor  old  soul;  —  and  then  after- 
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wards  in  his  dusty  lumber-rooms,  Mdden  in  pots,  staffed 
into  this  nook  and  that,  most  or  all  of  the  money  was 
found!  *  Date  and  document  exist  for  all  these  cases, 
though  my  Dryasdust  gives  none;  and  the  cases  are  in- 
dubitable ;  very  rhadamanthine  indeed.  The  soft  quality 
of  mercy,  —  ah  yes,  it  is  beautiful  and  blessed,  when 
peimissible  (though  thrice-accursed,  when  not):  but  it  is 
on  the  hard  quality  of  justice,  first  of  all,  that  Empires 
are  built  up,  and  beneficent  and  lasting  things  become 
acHevable  to  mankind,  in  this  world!  — 

Skipper  Jenkins  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida. 

A  couple  of  weeks  before  Schlnbhufs  death,  the 
English  Newspapers  are  somewhat  astir,  —  in  the  way 
of  narrative  merely,  as  yet  Ship  Rebecca,  Captain 
Robert  Jenkins  Master,  had  arrived  in  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don, with  a  strange  story  in  her  logbook.  Of  which, 
after  due  sifting,  this  is  accurately  the  substance: 

^^ London,  2Sd-21ih  June  1731.  Captain.  Jenkins  left  this 
<^Port  with  the  Eebecca,  several  months  ago;  sailed  to  Jamai- 
"  ca ,  for  a  cargo  of  sugar.  He  took  in  his  cargo  at  Jamaica; 
^^put  to  sea  again,  5th  April  1731 ,  and  proce^eded  on  the  voy- 
*^agc  homewards;  with  indifferent  winds,  for  the  first  fixrt- 
^^  night  April  20th,  with  no  wind  or  none  that  would  sait,  lie 
^'was  hanging  about  in  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf  of  Flozida, 
"  not  far  from  the  Havanna,"  —  almost  too  near  it,  I shoold 
think ;  but  these  baffling  winds  I  —  **  not  far  from  the  Htfan* 

»  F8rster(il.  269),  Ac.  Ac. 
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"na,  when  a  Spanisli  Guarda-Costa  hove  in  sight ;  came  down 
*'on  Jenkins,  and  furiously  boarded  him:  ^  Scoundrel,  what  do 
*'  you  want ;  contrabanding  in  these  seas ?  Jamaica,  say  you? 
"  Sugar?  Likely!  Let  us  see  your  logwood ,  hides,  Spanish 
'^  pieces  of  eight !  *  And  broke  in  upon  Jenkins ,  ship  and  per- 
'*  son ,  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner.  Tore  up  his  hatches ; 
"plunged  down,  seeking  logwood,  hides,  pieces  of  eight; 
"found  none,  —  not  the  least  trace  of  contraband  on  board  of 
"Jenkins.  They  brought  up  his  quadrants,  sextants,  how- 
^^ever;  likewise  his  stock  of  tallow  candles:  they  shook  and 
"rummaged  him,  and  all  things,  for  pieces  of  eight;  furiously 
"  advised  him,  cutlass  in  hand,  to  confess  guilt.  They  slashed 
"the  head  of  Jenkins ,  his  left  ear  almost  off.  Order  had  been 
"given ,  *  Scalp  him ! '  —  but  as  he  had  no  hair,  they  omitted 
"  that;  merely  brought  away  the  wig,  and  slashed:  —  still  no 
"confession,  nor  any  pieces  of  eight.  They  hung  him  up  to 
"the  yard-arm,  —  actual  neck-halter,  but  it  seems  to  have 
"been  tarry,  and  did  not  run:  —  still  no  confession.  They 
** hoisted  him  higher,  tied  his  cabin-boy  to  his  feet;  neck- 
" halter  then  became  awfully  stringent  upon  Jenkins;  had 
*'not  the  cabin-boy  (without  head  to  speak  of)  slipt  through, 
"noose  being  tarry;  which  was  a  sensible  relief  to  Jenkins. 
"Before  very  death,  they  lowered  Jenkins,  *  Confess, 
"scoundrel,  then!'  Scoundrel  could  not  confess;  spoke  of 
"  *  British  Majesty's  flag,  peaceable  English  subject  on  the  high 
"fleas.'  —  *  British  Majesty;  high  seas!'  answered  they ,  and 
"again  hoisted.  Thrice  over  they  tried  Jenkins  in  this  man- 
"ner  at  the  yard-arm ,  once  with  cabin-boy  at  his  feet:  never 
"had  man  such  a  day,  outrageous  whiskerando  cutthroats 
"tossing  him  about ,  his  poor  Rebecca  and  him ,  at  such  rate ! 
"Son  getting  low,  and  not  the  least  trace  of  contraband 
*' found,  they  made  a  last  assault  on  Jenkins;  clutched  the 
''bloody  sUt  ear  of  him;  tore  it  mercilessly  off;  flung  it  in  his 
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<*face,  'Carry  that  to  your  King,  and  tell  him  of  itl'  Then 
"went  their  way;  taking  Jenkinses  tallow  candles,  and  the 
«best  of  hia  sextants  with  them;  so  that  he  conld  hardly 
<' work  his  passage  home  again ,  for  want  of  latitudes;  —  and 
<^  has  lost  in  goods  112  Z.,  not  to  speak  of  his  ear.  Strictly  tnie 
"all  this;  ship's  company,  if  required,  will  testify  on  their 
"oath."* 

These  sorely  are  singular  facts;  calculated  to  awaken 
a  maritime  public  careM  of  its  honour.  Which  they 
did,  —  after  about  eight  years,  as  the  reader  will  see! 
For  the  present,  there  are  growlings  in  the  coffeehouses; 
and,  ^*' Thursday  J  2SthJune,**  say  the  Newspapers,  "This 
"day  Captain  Jenkins  with  his  Owners,**  ear  in  his 
pocket,  I  hope,  "went  out  to  Hampton  Court  to  lay 
"the  matter  before  his  Grace  of  Newcastle:"  "Please 
your  Grace,  it  is  hardly  three  months  since  the  illus- 
trious Treaty  of  Vienna  was  signed;  Dutch  and  we 
leading  in  the  Termagant  of  Spain,  and  nothing  but 
halcyon  weather  to  be  looked  for  on  that  side!"  Grace 
of  Newcastle,  anxious  to  avoid  trouble  with  Spain, 
answers  I  can  only  fancy  what;  and  nothing  was  done 
upon  Jenkins  and  his  ear;**  —  may  "keep  it  in  cotton,** 
if  he  like;  shall  have  "a  better  ship**  for  some  solace- 
ment.  This  is  the  first  emergence  of  Jenkins  and  his 
ear  upon  negligent  mankind.  He  and  it  will  max^ 
vellously  refimerge,  one  day!  — 

*  Dail^  Journal  (and  the  other  London  NewBpapei«)t  lSth-17th  Jom 
(o.  s.)  1781.    Coxe,  W(Upole,  U  679,  560  (indistinct,  and  needing  eorreottoa). 
••  *^  The  Spaniards  own  they  did  a  witty  thing. 

Who  crept  oor  ears,  and  sent  them  to  the  King.** 

Pops  (date  not  glTen  me). 
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Bahy  Carlos  gets  his  Apanage. 

But  in  regard  to  that  Treaty  of  Vienna,  seventh 
and  last  of  the  travail-throes  for  Baby  Carlos's  Apa- 
nage, let  the  too  oblivions  reader  accept  the  following 
Extract,  to  keep  him  on  a  level  with  Public  "Events," 
as  they  are  pleased  to  denominate  themselves: 

"By  that  dreadful  Treaty  of  Seville,  Cardinal  Fleury  and 
"the  Spaniards  should  have  joined  with  England,  and  coerced 
"the  ELaiser  vt  et  armis  to  admit  Spanish  Garrisons"  (instead 
of  neutral)  "into  Parma  and  Piacenza,  and  so  secure  Baby 
"Carlos  his  heritage  there,  which  all  Nature  was  in  travail 
"till  he  got.  *War  in  Italy  to  a  certainty!"  said  all  the 
"Newspapers,  after  Seville:  and  Crown-Prince  Friedrich,  we 
"saw,  was  running  off  to  have  a  stroke  ia  said  War;  —  in- 
"evitable,  as  the  Kaiser  still  obstinately  refused.  And  the 
"  English,  and  great  George  their  King,  were  ready.  Neverthe- 
"less  no  War  came.  Old  Fleury,  not  wanting  war,  wanting 
"  only  to  fish  out  something  useful  for  himself,  —  Lorraine 
"how  welcome,  and  indeed  the  smallest  contributions  are  wel- 
"come!  —  old  Fleury  manoeuvred,  hung  back;  tiU  the  Spa- 
"niards  and  Termagant  Elizabeth  lost  all  patience,  and  the 
"very  English  were  weary,  and  getting  suspicious.  Where- 
"upon  the  Kaiser  edged  round  to  the  Sea-Powers  again,  or 
"they  to  him;  and  comfortable  As-you-were  was  got  accom- 
"plished:  much  to  the  joy  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm  and  others. 
"Here  are  some  of  the  dates  to  these  sublime  phenomena: 

^^ March  16/A,  1731,  Treaty  of  Vienna,  England  and  the 
"Kaiser  coalescing  again  into  comfortable  As-ytm-were. 
"Treaty  done  by  Robinson"  (Sir  Thomas ,  ultimately  Earl  of 
Qrantham,  whom  we  shall  often  hear  of  in  time  coming); 
*'was  confirmed  and  enlarged  by  a  kind  of  second  edition.  ^ 
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"  22d  July  1731 ;  Dutch  joining,  Spain  itself  acceding,  and  all 
^*  being  now  right.  Which  coidd  hardly  have  been  ez- 
"pected. 

'Tor  before  the  first  edition  of  that  Treaty,  and  while 
'^  Robinson  at  Vienna  was  still  labouring  like  Hercules  in  it, 
—  the  poor  Duke  of  Parma  died.  Died;  and  no  vestige  of  a 
"  *  Spanish  Garrison '  yet  there ,  to  induct  Baby  Carlos  accord- 
"  ing  to  old  bargain.  On  the  contrary,  the  Kaber  himself 
**took  possession,  —  Hill  once  the  Duke's  Widow,  who  de- 
"  *  Clares  herself  in  the  family- way,  be  brought  to  bed  I  If  of 
** '  a  Son,  of  course  he  must  have  the  Duchies ;  if  of  a  Daughter 
"*only,  then  Carlos  shall  get  them,  let  not  Robinson  fear.' 
''The  due  months  ran,  but  neither  son  nor  daughter  came; 
"  and  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  first  edition  and  also  second,  was 
"signed;  and, 

"  October  20/^,  1731,  Spanish  Garrisons,  no  longer  a  hypo- 
"  thesis  but  a  bodily  fact,  6,000  strong  y '  convoyed  by  the  Bri- 
"'tish  Fleet,'  came  into  Leghorn,  and  proceeded  to  lodge 
''themselves  in  the  long-litigated  Parma  and  Piacenza;  — 
"  and,  in  fine,  the  day  after  Christmas,  blessed  be  Heaven, 

^^  December  26/7t,  Baby  Carlos  in  highest  person  came  in: 
"Baby  Carlos  (more  power  to  him)  got  the  Duchies,  and  we 
"  hope  there  was  an  end.  No  young  gentleman  ever  had  such 
"  a  pother  to  make  among  his  fellow-creatures  about  a  little 
"heritable  property.  If  Baby  Carlos's  performance  in  it  be 
"anything  in  proportion,  he  will  be  a  supereminent  so- 
"vereign! 

"  There  is  still  some  haggle  about  Tuscany,  the  Duke  of 
"which  is  old  and  heirless;  Last  of  the  Medici,  as  he  proved. 
"  Baby  Carlos  would  much  like  to  have  Tuscany  too ;  bat  that 
"  is  a  Fief  of  the  Empire ,  and  might  easily  be  better  disposed 
" of,  thinks  the  Kaiser.  A  more  or  less  uncertain  point,  that 
"of  Tuscany;  as  many  points  are  I    Last  of  the  Medici  com- 
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''plained,  in  a  polite  manner,  that  they  were  parting  his 
'' clothes  before  he  had  put  them  off:  however,  having  no 
"strength,  he  did  not  attempt  resistance,  but  politely  com- 
" posed  himself,  *Well,  then!'*  Do  readers  need  to  bein- 
"  formed  that  this  same  Baby  Carlos  came  to  be  King  of 
"Naples,  and  even  ultimately  to  be  Carlos  III.  of  Spain,  — 
"  leaving  a  younger  Son  to  be  King  of  Naples ,  ancestor  of  the 
"now  Majesty  there?'* 

And  thus,  after  such  Diplomatic  earthquakes  and 
travail  of  Nature,  there  is  at  last  birth;  the  Seventh 
Travail-throe  has  been  successful,  in  some  measure  suc- 
cessful. Here  actually  is  Baby  Carlos's  Apanage;  there 
probably,  by  favour  of  Heaven  and  of  the  Sea-Powers, 
will  the  Kaiser^s  Pragmatic  Sanction  be,  one  day. 
Treaty  of  Seville,  most  imminent  of  all  those  dreadful 
Imminencies  of  War,  has  passed  off  as  they  all  did; 
peaceably  adjusts  itself  into  Treaty  of  Vienna:  A  Ter- 
magant, as  it  were,  sated;  a  Kaiser  hopeful  to  be  so. 
Pragmatic^ Sanction  and  all:  for  the  Sea-Powers  and 
everybody  mere  halcyon  weather  henceforth,  —  not 
extending  to  the  Gulf  of  Florida  and  Captain  Jenkins, 
as  would  seem!  Robinson,  who  did  the  thing,  —  an 
expert  man,  bred  to  business  as  old  Horace  Walpole's 
Secretary,  at  Soissons  and  elsewhere,  and  now  come  to 
act  on  his  own  score,  —  regards  this  Treaty  of  Vienna 
(which  indeed  had  its  multiform  difficulties)  as  a  thing 
to  immortalise  a  man. 

•  SebSIl,  li.  219-221;  Coze*«  WtUpole,  i.  846;  Coxe*«  Home  of  Abjfrto 
(London,  1854),  ill.  161. 
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Crowii-Prince  has,  long  sinoe,  by  Papaya  order, 
written  to  the  Kaiser,  to  thank  Imperial  Majestjr  for 
that  beneficent  intercession,  which  has  proved  die  saying 
of  his  life,  as  Papa  inculcates.  We  most  now  see  a 
little  how  the  sared  Crown-Prince  is  getting  on,  in  hii 
eclipsed  state,  among  the  Domain  Sciences  at  Cfistrin. 
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CHAPTEE  V- 

INTEBVIEW   OF   MAJESTY   AND    CROWN-PRIXCE    AT  CUSTRIN. 

Etsr  since  the  end  of  November  last  year,  Crown- 
Prince  Friedrich,  in  the  eclipsed  state,  at  Ctistrin,  has 
been  prosecuting  his  probationary  coarse,  in  the  Domain 
Sciences  and  otherwise,  with  all  the  patience,  diligence 
and  dexterity  he  could.  It  is  false,  what  one  reads  in 
some  foolish  Books,  that  Friedrich  neglected  the  ftmc- 
tions  assigned  him  as  assessor  in  the  Kriegs-  und  Do- 
mdnen-Kammer,  That  would  not  have  been  the  safe 
course  for  him!  The  truth  still  evident  is,  he  set  him- 
self with  diligence  to  learn  the  Friedrich- Wilhelm  me- 
thods of  administering  Domains,  and  the  art  of  Finance 
in  general,  especially  of  Prussian  Finance,  the  best 
extant  then  or  since;  —  Finance,  Police,  Administrative 
Business;  —  and  profited  well  by  the  Eaths  appointed 
as  tutors  to  him,  in  the  respective  branches.  One  Hille 
was  his  Finance- tutor;  whose  ^^KompencUum^''  drawn  up 
and  made  use  of  on  this  occasion,  has  been  printed  in 
our  time;  and  is  said  to  be,  in  brief  compass,  a  highly 
instructive  Piece;  throwing  clear  light  on  the  exemplary 
Friedrich-Wilhelm  methods.*  These  the  Prince  did 
actually  learn;  and  also  practise,  all  his  life,  —  ''essen- 
tially following  his  Father's  methods,"  say  ^  Autho- 
rities, —  with  great  advantage  to  himself,  wh^  the 
time  came. 

*  PrenM,  i.  59  n. 
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Solid  Nicolai  hunted  diligently  after  traces  of  him 
in  the  Assessor  business  here;  and  found  some:  — 
Order  &om  Papa,  to  '^rnake  Report  upon  the  Glass- 
works of  the  Neumark;"  Autograph  signatures  to  com- 
mon Reports,  one  or  two;  and  some  traditions  of  his 
having  had  a  hand  in  planning  certain  Farm  Buildings 
still  standing  in  those  parts:  —  but  as  the  Kammer 
Records  of  Custrin,  and  Ctistrin  itself,  were  utterly 
'^  burnt  by  the  Russians  in  1758,  such  traces  had  mostly 

vanished,  thirty  years  before  Nicolai's  time.*  Enough 
have  turned  up  since,  in  the  form  of  Correspondence 
with  the  King  and  otherwise:  and  it  is  certain  the 
Crown-Prince  did  plan  Farm-Buildings;  —  "both  Canig 
and  Himmelstadt  (Carzig  now  called  Friedrichs-idde  in 
consequence),^'**  dim  mossy  Steadings,  which  pious  An- 
tiquarianism  can  pilgrim  to  if  it  likes,  were  built  or 
rebuilt  by  him:  —  and  it  is  remarkable  withal  how 
thoroughly  instructed  Friedrich  Wilhelm  shows  himself 
in  such  matters;  and  how  paternally  delighted  to  receive 
such  proposals  of  improvement  introducible  at  the  said 
Carzig  and  EUmmelstUdt,  and  to  find  young  Graceless 
so  diligent,  and  his  ideas  even  good.***  Perhaps  a  mo- 
mentary glance  into  those  affairs  may  be  permitted 
farther  on. 

The  Prince's  life,  in  this  his  eclipsed  state,  is  one 
of  constraint,  anxiety,  continual  liability;  but  after  the 
first  months  are  well  over,  it  begins  to  be  more  sap- 
portable  than  we  should  think.     He  is  fixed  to  the 

*  Nicolai:  Anekdoten,  vi.  193.  «•  See  Map  at  p.  18ft. 

*•*  FCrstcr,  ii.  890,  887,  891. 
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little  Town;  cannot  be  absent  any  night,  without  leave 
from  the  Commandant;  which,  however,  and  the  various 
similar  restrictions,  are  more  formal  than  real.  An 
amiable  Crown-Prince,  no  soul  in  Ciistrin  but  would 
run  by  night  or  by  day  to  serve  him.  He  drives  and 
rides  about,  in  that  green  peaty  country,  on  Domain 
business,  on  visits,  on  permissible  amusement,  pretty 
much  at  his  own  modest  discretion.  A  green  flat 
region,  made  of  peat  and  sand;  human  industry  needing 
to  be  always  busy  on  it:  raised  causeways  with  inces- 
sant bridges,  black  sedgy  ditch  on  this  hand  and  that; 
many  meres,  muddy  pools,  stagnant  or  flowing  waters 
everywhere;  big  muddy  Oder,  of  yellowish-drab  colour, 
coming  from  the  south,  big  black  Warta  (Warthe)  from 
the  Polish  fens  in  the  east,  the  black  and  yellow  re- 
frising  to  mingle  for  some  miles.  Nothing  of  the  pic- 
turesque in  this  country;  but  a  good  deal  of  the  useM, 
of  the  improvable  by  economic  science;  and  more  of 
fine  productions  in  it,  too,  of  the  floral,  and  still  more 
interesting  sorts,  than  you  would  suspect  at  flrst  sight. 
Friedrich's  worst  pinch  was  his  dreadfril  straitness  of 
income;  checking  one^s  noble  tendencies  on  every  hand: 
but  the  gentry  of  the  district  privately  subscribed  gifts 
for  him  {se  cotisirent^  says  Wilhelmina) ;  and  one  way 
uid  other  he  contrived  to  make  ends  meet.  Miinchow, 
his  President  in  the  Kammer,  next  to  whom  sits  Fried- 
rich,  "Bang's  place  standing  always  ready  but  empty 
there,"  is  heartily  his  friend;  the  Miinchows  are  diligent 
in  getting  up  balls,  rural  gaieties,  for  him;  so  the 
Hilles,  —  nay  Hille,  severe  Finance  tutor,  has  a  Mam- 
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sell  TTille  whom  it  is  pleasant  to  dance  with;*  nor 
indeed  is  she  the  only  fascinating  specimen,  or  flower 
of  loveliness,  in  those  peatj  regions,  as  we  shaJl  see. 
On  the  whole,  his  Boyal  Highness,  after  the  fixst 
paroxysms  of  Eoyal  suspicion  are  over,  and  forgiveness 
beginning  to  seem  possible  to  the  Boyal  mind,  has  a 
supportable  time  of  it;  and  possesses  his  soul  in  pa- 
tience, in  activity  and  hope. 

Unpermitted  things,  once  for  all,  he  must  avoid  to 
do:  perhaps  he  will  gradually  discover  that  many  of 
them  were  foolish  things  better  not  done.  He  walks 
warily;  to  this  all  things  continually  admonish.  We 
trace  in  him  some  real  desire  to  be  wise,  to  do  and 
learn  what  is  usoM  if  he  can  here.  But  the  grand 
problem,  which  is  reality  itself  to  him,  is  always,  To 
regain  favour  with  Papa.  And  this,  Papa  being  what 
he  is,  gives  a  twist  to  all  other  problems  the  young 
man  may  have,  for  they  must  all  shape  themselves  by 
this;  and  introduces  something  of  artificial,  —  not  pro- 
perly of  hypocritical,  for  that  too  is  fatal  if  found  out, 
—  but  of  calculated,  reticent,  of  half-sincere,  on  the 
Son^s  part:  an  inevitable  feature,  plentifully  visible  in 
their  Correspondence  now  and  henceforth.  Correspond- 
ing with  Papa  and  his  Grumkow,  and  watched,  at 
every  step,  by  such  an  Argus  as  the  -Tobacco-Parlia- 
ment, real  frankness  of  speech  is  not  quite  the  recom- 
mendable  thing;  apparent  frankness  may  be  ihe  satel 
Besides  mastery  in  the  Domain  Sciences,  I  perceive 
the  Crown-Prince  had  to  study  here  another  art,  naefnl 

*  Prenai,  i.  69. 
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to  him  in  afiter  life:  the  art  of  wearing  among  Mb 
fellow-creatures  a  polite  cloak-of-darkness.  Gradually 
he  becomes  master  of  it  as  few  are:  a  man  politely 
impregnable  to  the  intrusion  of  human  curiosity;  able 
to  look  cheerily  into  the  very  eyes  of  men,  and  talk 
in  a  social  way  face  to  face,  and  yet  continue  intrin- 
sically invisible  to  them.  An  art  no  less  essential  to 
Royalty  than  that  of  the  Domain  Sciences  itself;  and,  — 
if  at  all  consimunately  done,  and  with  a  scorn  of  men- 
dacity for  help,  as  in  this  case,  —  a  difficult  art  It  is 
the  chief  feature  in  the  Two  or  Three  Thousand  Letters 
we  yet  have  of  Friedrich's  to  all  manner  of  corre- 
spondents: Letters  written  with  the  gracefiiUest  flowing 
rapidity;  polite,  affable,  —  refusing  to  give  you  the 
least  glimpse  into  his  real  inner  man,  or  tell  you  any 
particular  you  might  impertinently  wish  to  know. 

As  the  History  of  Friedrich ,  in  this  Custrin  epoch, 
and  indeed  in  all  epochs  and  parts,  is  still  little  other 
than  a  whirlpool  of  simmering  confusions,  dust  mainly, 
and  sibylline  paper-shreds,  in  the  pages  of  poor  Dryas- 
dust, perhaps  we  cannot  do  better  than  snatch  a  shred 
or  two  (of  the  partly  legible  kind,  or  capable  of  being 
made  legible)  out  of  that  hideous  cauldron;  pin  them 
down  at  their  proper  dates;  and  try  if  the  reader  can, 
by  such  means,  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  thing  with  his 
own  eyes.  Here  is  shred  first;  a  Piece  in  Grumkow's 
hand. 

This  treats  of  a  very  grand  incident;  which  forms 
an  era  or  turning-point  in  the  Custrin  life.   Migesty  has 

Carljlc,  Frederic  the  Great,  JV,  11 
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actually,  after  hopes  long  held  ont  of  such  a  thing, 
looked  in  upon  the  Prodigal  at  C^trin,  in  testimony 
of  possible  pardon  in  the  distance;  —  sees  him  again, 
for  the  first  time  since  that  scene  at  Wesel  with  the 
drawn  sword,  after  year  and  day.  Grumkow,  for  be^ 
hoof  of  Seckendorf  and  the  Vienna  people,  has  drawn 
a  rough  ** Protocol"  of  it;  and  here  it  is,  snatched  from 
the  Dnst-whirlwinds,  and  faithfiilly  presented  to  the 
English  reader.  His  Majesty  is  travelling  towards  Soii- 
ueuburg,  on  some  grand  Knight-of-Malta  Ceremony 
there;  and  halts  at  CtUtrin  for  a  couple  of  hours  as  he 
passes: 

Orumtotts  **  Pi'otokoll^  of  the  Ibth  Augrtst  1731;  or  Summanf 
of  what  tool' place  at  CUstrin  that  day, 

'*Hi»  Majesty  arrired  at  Custiin  yesterday"  (western, 
Monday  loth,  —  hour  not  mentioned\  '*and  proceeded  at 
**onee  to  the  Goveniment  House,  with  an  attendance  of 
^*  $en^ral  huudn^l  (H^rsons.  MiyoT-General  Lepel,"  Comman- 
dant of  OiUtrin.  "Colonel  Denchau  and  myself  aie  imme- 
'*diately  d^^nt  for  to  his  Majesty's  apartment  there.  Pxhy* 
"^CouuctUor  Woldeu,'*  Prince's  HofinaischaU,  a  solid  l^gal 
man.  **i»  ordered  by  his  Majesty  to  bring  the  Ciown-Piiiice 
*'OTvr  trvnu  his  hou^e:  who  as.voniingIy  in  few  minutes,  at- 
**  tended  by  Kv>hwedel  ani  yamaer."  the  two  Kammeijuii- 
kcr*,  •*  entered  the  room  wher^  his  Majesty  and  we  were. 

*'  So  so<»u  a:»  his  Majesty,  tuminz  round,  had  sight  of  him, 
"the  Crown- Prince  tVll  at  hi*  teet.  Haring  bidden  him  rise, 
••  Ms  Md^ie»ty  *ai,i  wi:h  a  severe  mien : 

**  *  You  will  ih>w  bethink  yourself  what  pasoed  year  anl 
*-  *  day  a^^ ;  ausi  hv^w  scancakcsly  vou  saw  £t  to  behave  yov 
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'^ '  self,  and  what  a  godless  enterprise  you  took  in  hand.  As  I 
^  'have  had  you  about  me  from  the  beginning,  and  must  know 
"•you  well,  I  did  all  in  the  world  that  was  in  my  power,  by 
'*  'kindness  and  by  harshness,  to  make  an  honourable  man  of 
"*you.  As  I  rather  suspected  your  evil  purpose,  I  treated 
^**yon  in  the  harshest  and  sharpest  way  in  the  Saxon  Camp,'  ^* 
at  Radewitz ,  in  those  gala  days ,  *' '  in  hopes  you  would  con- 
"*8ider  yourself,  and  take  another  line  of  conduct;  would 
" '  confess  your  faults  to  me ,  and  beg  forgiveness.  But  all  in 
"'rain;  you  grew  ever  more  stiflEhecked.  When  a  young  man 
"  *  gets  into  follies  with  women ,  one  may  try  to  overlook  it  as 
**  *'  the  fault  of  his  age :  but  to  do  with  forethought  basenesses 
^^^{lachetien)  and  ugly  actions;  that  is  unpardonable.  You 
"  'thought  to  carry  it  through  with  your  headstrong  humour: 
"  *  but  hark  ye ,  my  lad  {hore ,  mem  Kert) ,  if  thou  wert  sixty  or 
" '  seventy  instead  of  eighteen,  thou  couldst  not  cross  my  reso- 
"  *  lutions.' "  It  would  take  a  bigger  man  to  do  that ,  my  lad ! 
'' '  And  as ,  up  to  this  date  {bis  data)  I  have  managed  to  sustain 
"  'myself  against  any  comer,  there  will  be  methods  found  of 
"  'bringing  thee  to  reason  too  I  — 

" '  How  have  not  I ,  on  all  occasions ,  meant  honourably  by 
**  *  you !  Last  time  I  got  wind  of  your  debts ,  how  did  I ,  as  a 
"  'Father ,  admonish  you  to  tell  me  all ;  I  would  pay  all ,  you 
" '  were  only  to  tell  me  the  trulh.  Whereupon  you  said,  There 
'"were  still  Two-thousand  Thalers  beyond  the  sum  named. 
'"I  paid  these  also  at  once;  and  fancied  I  had  made  peace 
"'with  you.  And  then  it  was  found,  by  and  by,  you  owed 
" '  many  thousands  more ;  and  as  you  now  knew  you  could  not 
"  'pay,  it  was  as  good  as  if  the  money  had  been  stolen;  —  not 
*'  'to  reckon  how  the  French  vermin ,  Montholieu  and  partner, 

"•cheated  you  with  their  new  loans.'    Pftd! 'Nothing 

"'touched  me  so  much'"  (continues  his  Migesty,  verging  to- 
wards the  pathetic),  "as  that  you  had  not  any  trust  in  iiie% 

\1* 
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\\\  ihU  that  I  was  doing  for  aggrandisement  of  the  House, 

-  I  lui  Army  and  Finances,  could  only  be  for  you,  if  you  made 

-  s  oui'tiolf  worthy  of  it!    I  here  declare  I  have  done  all  things 
-  U»  ^aiu  your  friendship ;  —  and  all  has  been  in  vain!'    At 

•  s>liK*h  words  the  Crown-Prince,  with  a  very  sorrowful 
••  m'r.ture,  threw  himself  at  his  Majesty's  feet,"  —  tears  (pre- 
auiuably)  in  both  their  eyes  by  this  time. 

''  ^  Was  it  not  your  intention  to  go  to  England?'  asked  his 
'  •  M  aj  esty  farther  on.  The  Prince  answered :  *  Jia  / '  — '  Then 
***hear  what  the  consequences  would  have  been.  Your 
'^  ^Mother  would  have  got  into  the  greatest  misery;  I  could 
'  'not  but  have  suspected  she  was  the  author  of  the  business. 
*'  *  Your  Sister  I  would  have  cast,  for  Hfe,  into  a  place  where 
**' '  she  never  would  have  seen  sun  and  moon  again.  Then  on 
"*with  my  Army  into  Hanover,  and  bum  and  ravage;  yes, 
'^  ^  if  it  had  cost  me  life ,  land  and  people.  Your  thoughtless 
^^  ^  and  godless  conduct,  see  what  it  was  leading  to.  I  intended 
^'Ho  employ  you  in  all  manner  of  business,  civil,  military; 
" '  but  how ,  after  such  an  action ,  could  I  show  the  face  of  you 
"  ^  to  my  Officers  (soldiers)  and  other  servants? — The  one  way 
"of  repairing  all  this  is,  That  you  seek,  regardless  of  your 
« i  very  life  in  comparison,  to  make  the  fault  good  again ! '  At 
"which  words  the  Crown-Prince  mournfully  threw  himself  at 
"his  Eoyal  Majesty's  feet ;  begging  to  be  put  upon  the  hardest 
"proofs:  He  would  endure  all  things,  so  as  to  recover  his 
"Majesty's  grace  and  esteem. 

"Whereupon  the  King  asked  him:  *Was  it  thou  that 
"'temptedst  Katte;  or  did  Katte  tempt  thee?'  The  Crown- 
" Prince  without  hesitation  answered,  *I  tempted  him.*  — 
**  *I  am  glad  to  hear  the  truth  from  you,  at  any  rate.' " 

The  Dialogue  now  branches  out,  into  complex  general 
^rm;  out  of  which ,  intent  upon  abridging,  we  gather  the  fol- 
og  points.    King  loquitur : 
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*'  How  do  you  like  your  Custrin  life?  Still  as  much  aver- 
*'  flion  to  Wnsterhausen ,  and  to  wearing  your  shroud'  (Sterbe- 
kklelj  name  for  the  tight  uniform  you  would  now  be  so  glad  of, 
sod  think  quite  other  than  a  shroud!)  ^as  yon  called  it?' 
PriQCe['B  answer  wanting.  —  *  Likely  enough  my  company 
''does  not  suit  you:  I  have  no  French  manners,  and  cannot 
"bring  out  bon-mots  ia  the  petit-maitre  way;  and  truly  regard 
'*  all  that  as  a  thing  to  be  flung  to  the  dogs.  I  am  a  German 
«  Prince ;  and  mean  to  live  and  die  in  that  character.  But  you 
''can  now  say  what  you  have  got  by  your  caprices  and  ob- 
"stinate  heart;  hating  everything  that  I  liked;  and  if  I  dis- 
"  tinguished  any  one ,  despising  him !  If  an  Officer  was  put  in 
"  arrest,  you  took  to  lamenting  about  him.  Yoiu:  real  friends, 
"  who  intended  your  good ,  you  hated  and  calumniated ;  those 
"that  flattered  you,  and  encouraged  your  bad  purpose,  you 
"  careMed.  You  see  what  that  has  come  to.  In  Berlin ,  in  aU 
"PruBsia  for  some  time  back,  nobody  asks  after  you,  Whether 
'*you  are  in  the  world  or  not;  and  were  it  not  one  or  the  other 
"coming  from  Ciistrin  who  reports  you  as  playing  tennis  and 
"  wearing  French  hairbags ,  nobody  would  know  whether  you 
"  were  alive  or  dead." 

Hard  sayings ;  to  which  the  Prince's  answers  (if  there  were 
any  beyond  mournful  gestures)  are  not  given.  We  come  now 
upon  Predestination,  or  the  Qnadenwahl;  and  learn  (with  real 
interest,  not  of  the  laughing  sort  alone)  how  his  "  Majesty,  in 
"the  most  conclusive  way,  set  forth  the  horrible  results  of  that 
"Absolute-Decree  notion;  which  makes  out  God  to  be  the 
"Author  of  Sin,  and  that  Jesus  Christ  died  only  for  some! 
"Upon  which  the  Crown-Prince  vowed  and  declared  {Jix)ch 
*'^und  iheuer)j  he  was  now  wholly  of  his  Majesty's  orthodox 
"opinion." 

TheEong,  now  thoroughly  moved,  expresses  satisfaction 
at  the  orthodoxy;  and  adds  with  enthusiasm,  "When  godieaa 


166  CROWN-PRINCE  RETBIEYED.  [boOK  Vm. 

IMh  Aag.  17n. 

'^  fellows  abont  you  speak  against  your  duties  to  God,  the  King 
''and  your  Country,  fall  instantly  on  your  knees,  and  pray 
'^  with  your  whole  soul  to  Jesus  Christ  to  deliver  yoa  firom  such 
'^  wickedness  and  lead  you  on  better  ways.  And  if  it  come  in 
"earnest  from  your  heart,  Jesus,  who  would  haye  all  men 
"saved,  will  not  leave  you  unheard."  No!  AndsomayGkMl 
in  his  mercy  aid  you,  poor  son  Fritz.  And  as  for  me,  in  hopes 
the  time  coming  will  show  fruits,  I  forgive  you  what  is  past  — 
To  which  the  Crown -Prince  answered  with  monosyllables, 
with  many  tears;  "kissing  his  Majesty's  feet;"  —  and  as  the 
King's  eyes  were  not  dry,  he  withdrew  into  another  room;  re- 
volving many  things  in  his  altered  soul. 

"  It  being  his  Majesty's  birthday"  (4th  August  by  old  style^ 
15th  by  new ,  forty-third  birthday) ,  "the  Prince ,  all bewept 
"  and  in  emotion,  followed  his  Father;  and,  again  falling  pro- 
"strate,  testified  such  heartfelt  joy ,  gratitude  and  afilsctum 
"  over  this  blessed  anniversary,  as  quite  touched  the  heart  of 
"Papa;  who  at  last  clasped  him  in  his  arms'*  (poor  soul, 
after  idll),  "and  hurried  out  to  avoid  blubbering  quite 
"aloud.  He  stept  into  his  carriage,"  intending  for  Sonnen- 
burg  (chiefly  by  water)  this  evening,  where  a  Serene  Cousin, 
one  of  the  Schwedt  Margraves,  Head  Knight  of  Malta,  has 
his  establishment. 

"  The  Crown-Prince  followed  his  Majesty  out;  and,  in  the 
"presence  of  many  hundred  people,  kissed  his  Majesty's  feet" 
again  (linen  gaiters,  not  Day-and-Martin  shoes);  "and  was 
" again  embraced  by  his  Majesty,  who  said ,  'Behave  wqU,  as 
"  *I  see  you  mean,  and  I  will  take  care  of  you,'  which  threw 
"the  Crown-Prince  into  such  an  ecstasy  of  joy  as  no  pen  can 
"express:"  and  so  the  carriages  rolled  away,  — towards  the 
Knights-of-Malta  business  and  Palace  of  the  Head  Knight  of 
Malta,  in  the  first  place.* 

•  FiJrster,  iii.  50-54. 
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These  are  the  main  points,  says  Grumkow,  report- 
ing next  day;  and  the  reader  must  interpret  them  as 
lie  can.  A  Crown-Prince  with  excellent  histrionic  ta- 
lents, thinks  the  reader.  Well;  a  certain  exaggeration, 
immensity  of  wish  becoming  itself  enthusiasm;  some- 
what of  that:  but  that  is  by  no  means  the  whole  or 
even  the  main  part  of  the  phenomenon,  O  reader.  This 
Crown-Prince  h^  a  real  afiPection  to  his  Father,  as  we 
shall  in  time  convince  ourselves.  Say,  at  lowest,  a 
Crown-Prince  loyal  to  fact;  able  to  recognise  over- 
whelming fact,  and  aware  that  he  must  surrender 
thereto.  Surrender  (mce  made,  the  element  much  clears 
itself;  Papa^s  side  of  the  question  getting  fairly  stated 
for  the  first  time.  Sure  enough.  Papa  is  God's  Vice- 
gerent in  several  undeniable  respects,  most  important 
some  of  them:  better  try  if  we  can  obey  Papa. 

Dim  old  Fassmann  yields  a  spark  or  two,  —  as  to 
his  Majesty's  errand  at  Sonnenburg.  Majesty  is  going 
to  preside  to-morrow  "  at  the  Installation  of  young  Mar- 
"graf  Karl,  new  Ilerrmeister  (Grand -Master)  of  the 
"Knights  of  St.  John"  there;  "the  Office  having  sud- 
"denly  fallen  vacant  lately."  Office  which  is  an  heir- 
loom; —  usually  held  by  one  of  the  Margraves,  half- 
uncles  of  the  King,  —  some  junior  of  them,  not  pro- 
vided for  at  Schwedt  or  otherwise.  Margraf  Albert, 
the  last  occupant,  an  old  gentleman  of  sixty,  died 
lately,  "by  stroke  of  apoplexy  while  at  dinner;"*  — 
and  his  eldest  Son,  Margraf  Karl,  with  whom  his  Ma- 
jesty lodges  to-night,  is  now  Hemneister.     "Majesty 

*  21st  Jane  1731:  Fassman.i,  p.  423;  P61Initz,  ii.  890. 
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"came  at  six  p.  m.  to  Sonnenburg"  (most  have  left 
Otistrin  about  five) :  *'fortj-two  Bitters  made  at  Sonnen- 
^^burg  next  day,"  —  a  certain  Colonel  or  Lieutenant- 
General  von  Wrecch,  whom  we  shall  soon  see  again, 
is  one  of  them;  Seckendorf  another.  "Fresh  Bitter- 
''Schlmf  ("Knight-stroke,"  Batch  of  Knights  dubbed) 
"at  Sonneuburg,  29th  September  next,^  which  shall 
not  the  least  concern  us.  Note  Margraf  Elarl,  howerer, 
the  new  Herrmeister;  for  he  proves  a  soldier  of  soma 
mark,  and  will  turn  up  again  in  the  Silesian  Wars;  — 
as  will  a  poor  Brother  of  his  still  more  impressivelj, 
"shot  dead  beside  the  Eling,"  on  one  occasion  there. 

We  add  this  of  Dickens;  for  all  the  DiplomatistB, 
and  a  discerning  public  generally,  are  much  struck  with 
the  Event  at  Oiistriu;  and  take  to  writing  of  it  as  news; 
—  and  "Mr.  Ginkel,"  Dutch  Ambassador  here,  an  in- 
genious, honest  and  observant  man,  well  enough  known 
to  us,  has  be^n  out  to  sup  with  the  Prince,  next  day; 
and  thus  reports  of  him  to  Dickens:  "Mr.  Ginkel,  whc 
"supped  with  the  Prince  on  Thursday  last,"  day  afle 
the  Interview,  "tells  me  that  his  Eoyal  Highness  is  63 
"tremely  improved  since  he  had  seen  him;  being  groif 
"much  taller;  and  that  his   conversation  is  surpriaii 
"for  his  age,  abounding  in  good  sense  and  the  pretti' 
"turns  of  expression."* 

Here  are  other  shreds,  snatched  from  the  Wi 
Cauldron,  and  pinned  down,  each  at  its  place;  w^ 
give  us  one  or  two  subsequent  glimpses: 

«  Despatch,  18th  Augast  1781. 
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PoUdam,  21st  August  1731  (King  to  Wolden  the  Hofinar- 
schall).  *  *  *  " Crown-Prince  shall  travel  over,  and  person- 
(<  ally  inspect,  the  following  Domains:  Quartschen,  Himmel- 
^^stadt,  Carzig,  Massin,  Lebus,  Gollow  and  WoUup,"  dingy 
moor-farms  dear  to  Antiquarians;  "travel  over  these  and  not 
"any  other.  Permission  always  to  be  asked,  of  his  Eoyal 
"  Majesty,  in  writing,  and  mention  made  to  which  of  them  the 
"  Crown-Prince  means  to  go.  Some  one  to  be  always  in  at- 
" tendance',  who  can  give  him  fit  instruction  about  the  hus- 
"bandry;  and  as  the  Crown-Prince  has  yet  only  learned  the 
"theory,  he  must  now  be  diligent  to  learn  the  same  practi- 
"  cally.  For  which  end  it  must  be  minutely  explained  to  him, 
"How  the  husbandry  is  managed,  —  how  ploughed,  manured, 
"  sown,  in  every  particular;  and  what  the  differences  of  good 
"  and  bad  husbandry  ai*e ,  so  that  he  may  be  able  of  himself  to 
"know  and  judge  the  same.  Of  Cattle-husbandry,  too,  and 
"the  affairs  of  Brewing  {ViehzucJit  und  Brauwesen)  y  the  due 
"understanding  to  be  given  him;  and  in  the  matter  of  Brewing, 
"show  him  how  things  are  handled,  mixed,  the  beer  drawn 
"  off,  barrelled,  and  all  how  they  do  with  it  {wie  Uherall  dabei 
^*verfdhren)\  also  the  malt,  how  it  must  be  prepared,  and 
"what  like,  when  good.  Useful  discourse  to  be  kept  up  with 
"  him  on  these  journeys ;  pointing  out  how  and  why  this  is  and 
"that,  and  whether  it  could  not  be  better:" —  0  King  of  a 
thousand!  —  "Has  liberty  to  shoot  stags,  moorcocks  {Hiihner) 
"  and  the  like ;  and  a  small-hunt "  {kleine  Jagd,  not  a  Parforce 
or  big  one)  "  can  be  got  up  for  his  amusement  now  and  then ; " 
furthermore  "  a  little  duck-shooting,  from  boat,"  on  the  sedgy 
waters  there,  —  if  the  poor  soul  should  care  about  it  Wolden, 
or  one  of  the  Kammerjunkers ,  to  accompany  always,  and  be 
responsible.  "No  Mddchen  or  Frauensmensch,''  no  shadow  of 
womankind ;  —  keep  an  eye  on  him,  *  *  you  three ! " 
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These  things  axe  in  the  Prussian  Archives;  of  date 
the  week  after  that  Interview.  In  two  weeks  ftuther, 
follows  the  Prince's  speculation  abont  Gaizig  and  the 
Building  of  a  Farmstead  there;  with  Papa's  "real  con- 
'^tentment  that  you  come  upon  such  proposals,  and  seek 
"to  make  improvements.     Only"  — 

Wusterhauseriy  11th  September  (King  to  Crown -Prince). 
*  *  *  "  Only  you  must  examine  whether  there  is  meadow- 
"  ground  enough,  and  how  many  acres  can  actually  be  allotted 
"to  that  Farm."  (Hear  his  Majesty!)  ^'Take  a  Land-sur- 
"veyor  with  you;  and  have  all  well  considered;  and  exactly 
^'  inform  yourself  what  kind  of  land  it  is ,  whether  it  can  only 
**grow  rye,  or  whether  some  of  it  is  barley-land:  you  must 
"consider  it  yourself,  and  do  it  all  out  of  your  own  head, 
*^  though  you  may  consult  with  others  about  it.  In  grazing- 
"  ground  {Hiithung)  I  think  it  will  not  fall ;  if  only  the  meadow- 
"land"  — 

in  fact  it  fails  in  nothing;  and  is  got  all  done  ("wood 
"laid  out  to  season  straightway,"  and  "what  digging 
"and  stubbing  there  is  proceeded  with  through  the 
"winter"):  done  in  a  successful  and  instructive  manner, 
both  Garzig  and  Himmelst§,dt,  though  we  will  say 
nothing  farther  of  them.  * 

Cilstrinj  22d  September  (Crown-Prince  to  Papa).  •  •  "  Have 
"been  at  Lebus;  excellent  land  out  there;  fine  weather  for 
"the  husbandman."  "Major  Eoder,"  unknown  Major, 
"passed  this  way;  and  dined  with  me ,  last  Wednesday.  He 
"has  got  a  pretty  fellow  (sch&nen  Kert)  for  my  Most  All-Gra- 
"  clous  Father's  regiment"  (the  Potsdam  Giants,  where  I  used 

•  FBrster,  1.  887-892. 
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to  be) ;  "whom  I  could  not  look  upon  without  bleeding  heart. 
"  I  depend  on  my  Most  All-Gracious  Father's  Grace ,  that 
^'he  win  be  good  to  me:  I  ask  for  nothing  and  no  happiness 
**  in  the  world  but  what  comes  from  You;  and  hope  You  will, 
"some  day,  remember  me  in  grace,  and  give  me  the  Blue 
"  Coat  to  put  on  again! "  * —  To  which  Papa  answers  nothing, 
or  only  "Hm,  na,  time  rway  come!" 

Carzig  goes  on  straightway,  Papa  charmed  to  grant 
the  moneys;  "wood  laid  out  to  season,"  and  much 
"stubbing  and  digging"  set  on  foot,  before  the  month 
ends.  Carzig;  and  directly  on  the  heel  of  it,  on  like 
terms,  Himmelstadt,  —  but  of  all  this  we  must  say  no 
more.  It  is  clear  the  Prince  is  learning  the  Domain 
Sciences;  eager  to  prove  himself  a  perfect  son  in  the 
eyes  of  Papa.  Papa,  in  hopeful  moments,  asks  him- 
self: "To  whom  shall  we  marry  him  then;  how  settle 
him?"  But  what  the  Prince,  in  his  own  heart,  thought 
of  it  all;  how  he  looked,  talked,  lived,  in  uno£S£ial 
times?  Here  has  a  crabbed  dim  Document  turned  up, 
which,  if  it  were  not  nearly  undecipherable  to  the 
reader  and  me,  would  throw  light  on  the  point: 

Schulenhurg* s  Three  Letters  to  Grumkow^  on  visits  to  the 
Crown-Prince^  during  the  Ciistrin  time. 

The  reader  knows  Lieutenant-General  Schulenburg; 
stiff  little  military  gentleman  of  grave  years ,  nephew  of 
the  Maypole  Emerita  who  is  called  Duchess  of  Kendal 
in  England.  "Had  a  horse  shot  under  him  at  Malplfr- 
quet;"  battlings  and  experiences  enough,  before  and 

*  Briefweohael  mit  Vater  ((Eavres,  xxvH,  part  8dt  p«  27). 
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since.  Has  real  sense,  abundant  real  pedantry;  a  Prus- 
sian soldier  every  incli.  He  presided  in  the  CGpenick 
Court-martial;  he  is  deeply  concerned  in  these  Crown- 
Prince  difficulties.  His  Majesty  even  honours  him  by 
expecting  he  should  quietly  keep  a  monitorial  eye  upon 
the  Crown- Prince;  —  being  his  neighbour  in  those 
parts ;  Colonel-Commandant  of  a  regiment  of  Horse  at 
Landsberg  not  many  miles  ofiF.  He  has  just  been  at 
Vienna*  on  some  "business"  (quasi -diplomatic  pro- 
bably, which  can  remain  unknown  to  us);  and  has  re- 
ported upon  it,  or  otherwise  finished  it  off,  at  Berlin; 
—  whence  rapidly  home  to  Landsberg  again.  On  the 
way  homewards,  and  after  getting  home,  he  writes 
these  Three  Letters;  offhand  and  in  all  privacy,  and  of 
course  with  a  business  sincerity,  to  Grumkow;  —  little 
thinking  they  would  one  day  get  printed,  and  wander 
into  these  latitudes  to  be  scanned  and  scrutinised!  Un- 
doubtedly an  intricate  crabbed  Document  to  us;  but  then 
an  indubitable  one.  Crown-Prince,  Schulenburg  him- 
self, and  the  actual  figure  of  Time  and  Place,  are  here 
mirrored  for  us,  with  a  business  sincerity,  in  the  mind 
of  Schulenburg,  —  as  fi:om  an  accidental  patch  of 
water;  ruffled  bog-water,  in  sad  twilight,  and  with 
sedges  and  twigs  intervening;  but  under  these  con- 
ditions we  do  look  with  our  own  eyes! 

Could  not  one,  by  any  conceivable  method,  inter- 
pret into  legibility  this  abstruse  dull  Document;  and  so 
pick  out  here  and  there  a  glimpse,  actual  face-to-face 
view,  of  Crown-Prince  Friedrich  in  his  light-gray  frock 

*  Septombcr  1731  (MilUair-Lexikon ,  iil.  438). 
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with  the  narrow  silver  tresses,  in  his  eclipsed  condition 
there  in  the  Ctistrin  region?  All  is  very  mysterious 
abont  him;  his  inward  opinion  about  all  manner  of 
matters,  from  the  Gnadenwdhl  to  the  late  Double-Mar- 
riage Question.  Even  his  outward  maimer  of  life,  in 
its  flesh-and-blood  physiognomy,  —  we  search  in  vain 
through  tons  of  dusty  lucubration  totally  without  in- 
^terest,  to  catch  here  and  there  the  comer  of  a  feature 
of  it  Let  us  try  Schulenburg.  We  shall  know  at  any 
rate  that  to  Grumkow,  in  the  Autumn  1731,  these 
words  were  luculent  and  significant:  consciously  they 
tell  us  something  of  young  Friedrich;  unconsciously  a 
good  deal  of  Lieutenant-Gteneral  Schulenburg,  who  with 
his  strict  theologies,  his  military  stiffnesses,  his  reticent, 
pipeclayed,  rigorous  and  yet  human  ways,  is  worth 
looking  at,  as  an  antique  species  extinct  in  our  time. 
He  is  just  home  from  Vienna,  getting  towards  his  own 
domicile  from  Berlin,  from  Ciistrin,  and  has  seen  the 
Prince.  He  writes  in  a  wretched  wayside  tavern,  or 
posthouse,  between  Ctistrin  and  Landsberg,  —  dates 
his  Letter  "TFi^w  (Vienna),"  as  if  he  were  still  in  the 
imperial  City,  so  off-hand  is  he. 

No.  1.  To  Us  Excellenz  (add  a  shovelfdl  of  other  titles)  Lteute- 
nant'General  Herr  Baron  von  Grumkow,  President  of  (he 
KriegeS'  und  Domdnen-Directoriumy  of  (he  (in  fact,  Vice-Pre- 
sident of  the  Tobacco-Parliament),  in  Berlin. 

**  WicQ**  (properly  Berlin-Landsberg  Highway, 

other  side  of  Ciistrin) ,  ''4th  October  1781. 

*'  I  regret  much  to  have  missed  the  pleasure  of  seeing  your 
'^  Excellency  agam  before  I  left  Berlin.    I  set  off  betw«^\i 
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•'seYeii  and  eight  in  the  morning  yesterday,  and  got  to 
"  Ctistrin "  (seventy  miles  or  so)  * '  before  seren  at  night.  But 
'^  the  Prince  had  gone ,  that  day,  to  the  Bailliage  of  Himmel- 
^'stadt'*  (up  the  Warta  Country,  eastward  some  fiye-and- 
thirty  miles ,  much  preparatory  digging  and  stabbing  there); 
and  he  '^  slept  at  Massin"  (circuitous  road  back),  ''where  he 
^'  shot  a  few  stags  this  moiiiing.  As  I  was  told  he  might  pro- 
''bably  dine  at  Kammin'*  (still  nearer  Ciistnn,  twelye  mfles 
from  it;  half  that  distance  east  of  Zomdorf,  —  mark  that, 
0  reader*)  ''  with  Madam  Colonel  Schoning,  I  droTe  thither. 
''He  had  arrived  there,  a  moment  before  me."  And  who  is 
Madam  Schoning,  lady  of  Kammin  here?  —  Patience,  reader. 
"I  found  him  much  grown;  an  air  of  health  and  gaiety 
"about  him.  He  caressed  me  greatly  {me  gracieusa  /br<); 
"afterwards  questioned  me  about  my  way  of  life  in  Yienna; 
' '  and  asked ,  If  I  had  diverted  myself  well  there  ?  I  told  him 
"what  business  had  been  the  occasion  of  my  journey,  and 
"that  this  rather  than  amusements  had  occupied  me;  for  the 
"rest,  that  there  had  been  great  affluence  of  company,  and 
"no  lack  of  diversions.  He  spoke  a  long  time  to  Madam  de 
"Wreech"  — 

"Wrochem"  ScLulenburg  calls  her:  young  wife  of  Idea- 
tenant-General  von  "Wreech,  a  Marlboroogh  Campaigner, 
made  a  Knight  of  Malta  the  other  day;**  —  his  chann- 
ing  young  Wife,  and  Daughter  of  Madam  Colonel 
Sch5ning  our  hostess  here;  lives  at  Tamsel,  in  high 
style,  in  these  parts:  mark  the  young  Lady  well,  — 

"  who  did  not  appear  indifferent  to  him."  No !  —  "  and  in  faxA 
"  she  was  in  all  her  beauty ;  a  complexion  of  lily  and  rose." 

•  Map  at  p.  I^^5.  ••  MUitair-Lexikon  ,  Iv.  M9. 
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Charming  creature;  concerning  whom  there  are  anec- 
dotes still  afloat,  and  at  least  verses  of  this  Princess 
writing;  not  too  well  seen  by  Wreech,  lately  made  a 
Knight  of  Malta,  who,  though  only  turning  forty,  is 
perhaps  twice  her  age.  The  beautiMlest,  cleverest,  — 
fancy  it;  and  whether  the  peaty  Neumark  produces 
nothing  in  the  floral  kind! 

"  We  went  to  dinner ;  he  asked  me  to  sit  beside  him.  The 
"conversation  fell,  among  other  topics,  on  the  Elector  Pa- 
"latine's  Mistress ,"  —  crotchety  old  gentleman ,  never  out  of 
quarrels,  with  Heidelberg  Protestants,  heirs  of  Jiilich  and 
Berg ,  and  in  general  with  an  unreasonable  world ,  whom  we 
saw  at  Mannheim  last  year;  has  a  Mistress,  —  "Elector  Pala- 
"  tine's  Mistress,  called  Taxis.  Crown-Prince  said:  'I  should 
" '  like  to  know  what  that  good  old  gentleman  does  with  a  mis- 
"*  tress?'  I  answered,  That  the  fashion  had  come  so  much 
"in  vogue.  Princes  did  not  think  they  were  Princes  unless 
"they  had  mistresses;  and  that  I  was  amazed  at  the  facility 
"  of  women ,  how  they  could  shut  their  eyes  on  the  sad  reverse 
"  of  fortime  nearly  inevitable  for  them;  —  and  instanced  the 
"  example  of  Madam  Gravenitz  "  — 

"GrSvenitz;"  example  lately  fallen  out  at  Wiirtemberg, 
as  we  predicted.  Prayers  of  the  Country,  "Deliver  us 
fixim  evil,'^  are  now  answered  there:  GrSvenitz  quite 
over  with  it!  Alas,  yes;  lately  fallen  from  her  high 
estate  in  Wiirtemberg,  aad  become  the  topic  of  dinner- 
tables;  seized  by  soldiers  in  the  night-time;  vain  her 
high  refusals,  assurances  of  being  too  unwell  to  dress, 
'* Shall  go  in  your  shift,  then,"  —  is  in  prison,  totaUj 
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ocIipsocL*  Cabning  her  fury,  she  will  get  out;  and 
weansomelj  wander  about  in  fashionable  capitals,  to»- 
jonrs  nn  lavement  a  ses  troussesi  — 

^*Thoro  were  other  subjects  touched  upon;  and  I  always 
'^cudeavoured  to  deduce  something  of  moral  instruction  from 
*'  MuMn/'  being  a  military  gentleman  of  the  old  school. 

*  *  Among  other  things ,  he  said ,  He  liked  the  great  world, 
''and  vfixs  oh  armed  to  obsen-e  the  ridiculous  weak  side  of 
**Honio  people.  *That  is  excellent,'  said  I,  'if  one  profit  by 
*'' it  oneself :  but  if  it  is  only  for  amusement,  suchamotiyeis 
***  worth  little;  we  should  rather  look  out  for  our  ownridicu- 
*'  *  lous  weak  side.'  On  rising ,  Hofmarschall  Wolden  said  to 
**me,'*  without  much  c^incerity,  "*You  have  done  well  to 
•**pn^ach  a  little  morjility  to  him.'  The  Prince  went  to  a 
*'  window .  aud  beckoned  me  thither. 

** '  You  have  learned  nothing  of  what  b  to  become  of  me?* 
"said  he.  I  answennl:  'It  is  supposed  your  Bo jal  Higlinesi 
"*wiU  rt^tuni  to  Herhn,  when  the  Marriage'  (Wilhdmina'B] 
••*takt^  phiee;  but  as  to  what  will  come  next,  Ihaveheaid 
***  nothing.  Kut  as  your  Highness  h&a  friends,  they  will  not 
" '  tail  to  do  their  endea>  our;  and  M.  de  Grumkow  has  told  me 
***ho  woul,'.  :vy  to  persuade  the  King  to  give  you  a  regiment, 
"'in  orvier  that  your  Hirr.ness  might  have  something  to  do.' 
"It  *eenu\i  as  if  that  wou'd  gi^o  him  pleasure.  I  then  took 
"the  lilvrt  v  o:  say ii^ g :  '  M on s-^  :^ our ,  the  most ,  at  present, 
* '  *  do  jHMid*  on  y  o;;r?olt .  *  —  '  How  so ':  *  asked  he.  I  annwend, 
"'It  is  only  by  showir.g  pwi  conduct,  and  proofrof  ml 
"•wi*,ioTO  ano.  wor:>..  that  the  Kir.^"*  entire  favour  can  be 

"•jTAUw.     V^rst  ot"  *V.,   "0  fiar  G-cvi* And  in  £KtI 

UraKh<\i  now  ir«to  a  r.iv^T;!!  prtAchzit'sit •  or  ducunire  Bifr 
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ogae,  of  great  length;  much  needing  to  have  the  skirts  of  it 
acked  up,  in  a  way  of  faithful  abridgment,  for  behoof  of 
K>or  English  readers.    As  follows : 

^ Sdhulenburg :  If  your  Highness  behave  well,  the  King 
'will  accord  what  you  want ;  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
begin  by  that.  —  Prince:  I  do  nothing  that  can  displease  the 
Sang.  —  Schulenburg:  It  would  be  a  little  soon  yet!  But  I 
BpesJs,  of  the  future.  Your  Highness ,  the  grand  thing  I  re- 
^commend  is  to  fear  Grod!  Everybody  says,  you  have  the 
'eentiments  of  an  honest  man:  excellent,  that,  for  a  begin- 
^ning;  but  without  the  fear  of  Gk>d ,  your  Highness,  thepas- 
'dons  stifle  the  finest  sentiments.  Must  lead  a  life  clear  of 
^reproach;  and  more  particularly  on  the  chapter  of  women! 
^Need  not  imagine  you  can  do  the  least  thing  without  the 
^King's  knowing  it:  if  your  Highness  take  the  bad  road,  he 
'will  wish  to  correct  it;  the  end  will  be,  he  will  bring  you 
^back  to  live  beside  him;  which  will  not  be  very  agreeable.  — 
^Prince:  Hmph,  No!  —  Schulenburg:  Of  the  ruin  to  health  I 
'do  not  speak;  I  —  Prince:  Pooh,  one  is  young,  one  is  not 
^master  of  that;"  —  and,  in  fact,  on  this  delicate  chapter, 
vhich  runs  to  some  length ,  Prince  answers  as  wildish  yoimg 
SbQowb  will;  quizzing  my  grave  self,  with  glances  even  at  his 
H^jesty,  on  alleged  old  peccadilloes  of  ours.  Which  allega- 
tions or  inferences  I  rebutted  with  emphasis.  ^*  But,  I  confess, 
'^though  I  employed  all  my  rhetoric ,  his  mind  did  not  seem  to 
"alter;  and  it  will  be  a  miracle  if  he  change  on  this  head." 
Alas,  General!    Can't  be  helped,  I  fear! 

^^Hesaid  he  was  not  a£raid  of  anything  so  much  as  of  living 
'^constantly  beside  the  King.  —  Schulenburg:  Aim  yourself 
''with  patience,  Monseigneur,  if  that  happen.  Grod  has  given 
^'you  sense  enough;  persevere  to  use  it  faithfully  on  all  occa- 
''oons,  you  will  gain  the  good  graces  of  the  King.  —  Prince: 
**In^88ible;  beyond  my  power,  indeed,  said  he;  and  made 
Carlfile,  Frederic  the  GreaU  IV»  \^ 
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'^a  thousand  objectioDB.  —  Schdenhurg:  Your  Highnew  ib 
^^like  one  that  will  not  leam  a  trade  becaiue  70a  do  not  al- 
*^ ready  know  it  Begin;  you  will  certainly  neyer  know  it 
*^ otherwise!  Before  rising  in  the  morning,  fbxm  a  plan  for 
"your  day,"  —  in  fact,  be  moral,  0  be  moral! 

His  Highness  now  got  upon  the  marriages  talked 
of  for  him;  an  important  point  for  the  young  man.  He 
spoke,  hopefully  rather,  of  the  marriage  with  the  Prin- 
cess of  Mecklenburg,  —  Niece  of  the  late  Czar  Peter 
the  Great;  Daughter  of  that  unhappy  Duke  who  is  in 
quarrel  with  his  Bitters,  and  a  trouble  to  all  his  neigh- 
bours, and  to  us  among  the  number.  Eeaders  recollect 
that  young  Lady^s  Serene  Mother,  and  a  meeting  she 
once  had  with  her  Uncle  Peter,  —  at  Magdeburg,  a 
dozen  years  ago,  in  a  public  drawing-room  with  alcove 
near;  —  anecdote,  not  lightly  to  be  printed  in  human 
types,  nor  repeated  where  not  necessary.  The  Mother 
is  now  dead;  Father  still  up  to  the  eyes  in  pnddle  and 
trouble:  but  as  for  the  young  Lady  herself,  she  is 
Niece  to  the  now  Czarina  Anne;  by  law  of  primogeni- 
ture. Heiress  of  all  the  Bussias:  something  of  a  mat6h 
truly! 

«But  there  will  be  difficulties;  your  Highness  to  change 
"your  religion,  for  one  thing?  —  Prmct:  Won't  by  any 
"  means.  —  Schulenburg :  And  give  up  the  succession  to  Pmii- 
"sia?  —  Prince:  A  right  fool  if  I  did!  —  Schulenburg z  Then 
"this  marriage  comes  to  nothing.  —  Thereupon  next  he  said, 
"If  the  Kaiser  is  so  strong  for  us ,  let  him  give  me  his  second 
"Daughter;"  lucky  Franz  of  Lorraine  is  to  get  the  first  — 
^* Schulenburg:  Are  you  serious?  --  Prince:  Why  not;  witt 
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"a  Duchy  or  two  it  would  do  very  well.  —  Schulenburg:  No 
"  Duchies  possible  under  the  Pragmatic  Sanction ,  your  High- 
^'ness:  besides  your  change  of  religion?  —  Prince:  Oh,  as  to 
^^that,  never!  —  Then  this  marriage  also  comes  to  nothing. 
"Of  the  English,  and  their  Double -Marriage,  and  their 
"Hotham  brabble,  he  spoke  lightly,  as  of  an  extinct  matter, 
" — in  terms  your  Excellency  will  like. 

^'But,  said  I,  since  you  speak  so  much  of  marriages,  I  sup- 
"  pose  you  wish  to  be  married?  —  Prince:  No;  but  if  the  King 
"absolutely  will  have  it,  I  will  marry  to  obey  him.  After 
"that,  I  will  shove  my  wife  into  the  comer  {planter cd  la  ma 
^^femme)^  and  live  after  my  own  fancy.  —  Schulenburg:  Hor- 
"ribleto  thinkof!  For,  in  the  first  place,  your  Highness,  is 
"it  not  written  in  the  Law  of  God,  Adulterers  shall  not  in- 
" herit  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven?"  And  in  the  second  place ; 
and  in  the  third  and  the  fourth  place!  —  To  all  which  he  an- 
swered as  wild  young  fellows  do ,  —  especially  if  you  force 
marriage  on  them.  "I  can  perceive,  if  he  marries,  it  will 
"only  be  to  have  more  liberty  than  now.  It  is  certain,  if  he 
"had  his  elbows  free,  he  would  strike  out  {s'en  donnerait  a 
^^ gauche).  He  said  to  me  several  times:  *I  am  young;  I  want 
"'to  profit  J>y  my  youth.'"  A  questionable  young  fellow, 
Herr  GeneralF;  especially  if  you  force  marriage  on  him. 

"  This  conversation  done,"  continues  the  General,  "he  set 
"  to  talking  with  the  Madam  Wreech ,"  and  her  complexion  of 
lily  and  rose;  "but  he  did  not  stay  long;  drove  off  about 
"five"  (dinner  at  the  stroke  of  twelve  in  those  countries),  "in- 
"  viting  me  to  see  him  again  at  Ciistrin ,  which  I  promised." 

And  so  the  Prince  is  off  in  the  Antumn  sunset, 
driving  down  the  peaty  hollow  of  the  Warta,  through 
nnpicturesque  country,  which  produces  Wreechs  and 
incomparable  flowers  nevertheless.    Yes;  and  if  Iva  \g^\l 
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a  six  miles  to  the  right,  there  is  the  smoke  of  the 
eyening  kettles  fit)m  Zomdorf,  rising  into  the  sky;  and 
across  the  Biver,  a  twenty  miles  to  the  left,  is  Knners- 
dorf :  poor  sleepy  sandy  hamlets ;  where  nettles  of  the 
Devil  are  to  he  plucked  one  day!  — 

^^The  beautiful  Wreech  drove  off  to  Tamsel,*'  her  fine 
house:  I  to  this  wretched  tavern;  where,  a  couple  of  hours 
after  that  conversation,  I  began  writing  it  all  down,  and  have 
nothing  else  to  do  for  the  night.  Your  Ezcellency*B  most 
moral,  stiffiiecked,  pipeclayed,  and  extremely  obedienti 

"  VOH  SoHUUEHBUBGk"* 

This  young  man  may  be  orthodox  on  Predestina- 
tion, and  outwardly  growing  all  that  a  Papa  could 
wish;  but  here  are  strange  heterodoxies,  here  is  plenty 
of  mutinous  capricious  fire  in  the  interior  of  him,  Hen 
General!  In  fact,  a  young  man  xmfortunately  situated; 
already  become  solitary  in  Creation;  has  not,  except 
himself,  a  friend  in  the  world  available  just  now. 
Tempestuous  Papa  storms  one  way,  tempestuous  IMTftniTnii 
Nature  another;  and  between  the  outside  anj9(  the  inside 
there  are  inconsistencies  enough. 

Concerning  the  fair  Wreech  of  Tamsel,  with  her 
complexion  of  lily  and  rose,  there  ensued  by  and  by 
much  whispering,  and  rumouring  underbreath;  which 
has  survived  in  the  apocryphal  Anecdote-Books,  not  in 
too  distinct  a  fonn.  Here,  from  first  hand,  are  three 
words,  which  we  may  take  to  be  the  essence  of  the 
whole.     Grumkow  reporting,  in  a  sordid,   occasionally 

*  F6r8ter,  ill.  65-71. 
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imutty  spy-manner,    to  his  Seckendorf,    from  Berlin, 
dght  or  ten  months  hence,  has  this  casual  expression: 
*He"  (King  Friedrich  Wilhelm)  "told  me  in  confidence 
'that  Wreech,  the  Colonel's  Wife,    is  —   to  P.  E. 
'(Prince -Royal);    and  that  Wreech   vowed  he  would 
'not  own  it  for  his.     And  his  Majesty  in  secret  is 
'rather  pleased,''  adds  the  smutty  spy.*     Elsewhere  I 
lave  read  that  the  poor  object,  which  actually  came 
ui  antidpated  (male  or  female,  I  forget),  did  not  live 
ong;  —   nor    had    Friedrich,    by    any    opportunity,         ':^ 
mother  child  in  this  world.     Domestic  Tamsel  had  to        '^H 
lUay  itself  as  it  best  could;  and  the  fair  Wreech  be*  '  ■'  ••^'.*. 
iame  much  a  stranger  to  Friedrich,  —  surprisingly  so  "•  / 
o' Friedrich  the  King,  as  perhaps  we  may  see.  — 

Predestination,  Gnadenwahl,  Herr  General:  what  is 
oihodoxy  on  Predestination,  with  these  accompani- 
nentsi**  We  go  now  to  the  Second  Letter  and  the 
rhird,  —  from  Landsberg  about  a  fortnight  later: 

7o.  2.  To  Ids  Excellency  (shovelfal  of  titles)  von  Grumkow  in 

Berlin, 

** Landsberg,  19th  October  1781. 

"The  day  before  yesterday"  (that  is,  Wednesday  17th 
)ctober)  ^*I  receiyed  an  Order,  To  have  only  fifty  Horse  at 
that  post,  and'*  —  Order  which  shows  us  that  there  has 
alien  out  some  recruiting  squabble  on  the  Polish  Frontier 
lereabouts;  that  the  Polack  gentlemen  have  seized  certain 
ISoxporals  of  ours,  but  are  about  restoring  them;  Order  and 

*  Grumkow  to  Seckendorf,  Berlin,  30th  Aagast  17S2  (FQrster.  ill.  119). 
**  For  Wreech,  see  Benekeudorf,  v.  94.;  for  Schnlenbnrg,  ib.  26;  — 
nd  Militair  Lexikon,  ill.  433,  488,  and  iv.  368,  369.    Vacant  on  thegoa- 
iping  pointa ;  cautioasly  official ,  both  these. 
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ufTair  which  wc  shall  oinit.  *^ Corporals  will  be  got  back: 
**  but  as  those  Polaok  gentlemen  will  see,  hy  the  eouzse  taken, 
'Mhat  we  have  no  great  stomach  for  bititiff^  Ifanon^theywill 
**grow  mon'  insolent;  then,  'ware  who  tries  to  recruit  tiiere 
"fortlu»futun»! 

*'  On  tho  same  day  I  was  apprised,  from  CSstrin,  That  the 
''IVineo-Koyal  had  resolved  on  an  excursion  to  Carzig,  and 
'*thtMioo  to  the  Bailliago  ofUimmelstfidt"  (digging  and  stdb- 
biit|»  now  on  foot  at  Himmolstiidt  too) ,  "which  is  bat  a  couple 
"of  iiiih^*  from  tlus;  that  there  would  be  a  little  hunt  be- 
''twoou  tlie  two  l^illiages;  and  that  if  I  chose  to  come, 
**1  might,  and  tho  Prince  would  dine  with  me." —  Which  I 
did;  ami  so,  hero  again,  Thursday  18th  October  1731,  in 
tliOKo  rt'moto  Warta-Odcr  Countries,  is  a  glimpse  of  his 
Koval  Uighut'iiis  at  first  hand.  Schulenburg  continaes;  not 
ovou  taking  a  now  paragraph ,  which  indeed  he  nerer  doea: 

'*  Thoy  had  shut  up  a  couple  of  c^/t<V.«.<«r  (young  roes),  and 
"*omo  stagT?,  in  tho  old  wreck  of  a  Satiffarten**  (Boar-p«rk,  be- 
twtvii  Can:ig  and  HimmeUtadt;  ftist  ruinirten  Saugarten^  he 
oalU  it,  daintily  throwing- in  a  touch  of  German  here):  "the 
*'lMuoo  shot  one  or  two  of  them,  and  his  companiooB  the 
"Uko;  but  it  doo«  not  seem  as  if  this  amusement  weremnch 
"to  his  tasto.  Ho  wont  vni  to  UimmelstSdt;  and  at  noon  he 
"  arriviHl  hort* »"  in  my  poor  IXMnicile  at  Landsberg. 

**  At  one  oVUvk  wo  worn  to  table,  and  sat  tfllfonr.  He 
"»lH>ko  only  of  Yor>'  iuditforvm  things;  except  saying  to  me: 
*"IV  yv^u  know,  tho  King  has  promised  400,000  crowns 
" '  \tX\CVX>  .'."^  tow  ard»  di^oug^.ng  thv>se  Bailliages  of  the  Mar- 
"  •  graf  of  lUirtnu  h's  /  "  —  old  Margraf  •  Bailliiiges  pawned  to 
raise  nMihr  cash;  rx^adors  rvmombor  what  intenninable I4KW- 
pl<?iding  thor^  was .  till  Friedrioh  Wilholm  put  it  into  a  Kqaid 
•lat*,  *  l\v  me  baok  the  moneys,  th«i : •*»—*** 400,000  tha- 
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"*ler8  to  the  old  Margraf,  in  case  his  Prince  (Wilhelmina's 
"'now  Bridegroom)  have  a  son  by  my  Sister.'  I  answered,  I 
"had  heard  nothing  of  it.  —  'But/  said  he,  'that  is  a  great 
'"deal  of  money!  And  some  hundred- thousands  more  have 
"'gone  the  like  road,  to  Anspach,  who  never  will  be  able  to 
'"repay.  For  all  is  much  in  disorder  at  Anspach.  Q-ive  the 
'"Margraf  his  Heron-hunt  (chasse  au  hSron),  he  cares  for  no- 
"' thing;  and  his  people  pluck  him  at  no  allowance.'  I  said: 
"That  if  these  Princes  would  regulate  their  expenditure,  they 
"might,  little  by  little,  pay  off  their  debts;  that  I  had  been 
"told  at  Vienna  the  Baireuth  Bailliages  were  mortgaged  on 
"very  low  terms,  those  who  now  held  them  making  eight  or 
"ten  per-cent  of  their  money;"  —  that  the  Margraf  ought  to 
make  an  effort ;  and  so  on.  "  I  saw  very  well  that  these  Loans 
"the  King  makes  are  not  to  his  mind. 

"Directly  on  rising  from  table,  he  went  away;  excusing 
"himself  to  me,  That  he  could  not  pass  the  night  here;  that 
"the  King  would  not  like  his  sleeping  in  the  Town;  besides 
"that  he  had  still  several  things  to  complete  in  a  Report  he 
"was  sending  off  to  his  Majesty.  He  went  to  Massin,  and 
** slept  there.  For  my  own  share,  I  did  not  press  him  to  re- 
*'main;  what  1  did  was  rather  in  the  way  of  form.  There 
"were  with  him  President  Miinchow ,"  civil  gentleman  whom 
we  know,  "an  Engineer  Captain Reger,  and  the  three  G-en- 
"tlemen  of  his  Court,"  Wolden,  Bohwedel,  Natzmer  who  once 
twirled  his  finger  in  a  certain  mouth ,  the  insipid  fellow. 

"He  is  no  great  eater;  but  I  observed  he  likes  the  small 
"dishes  {petits  plats)  and  the  high  tastes:  he  does  not  care  for 
"'fish ;  though  I  had  very  fine  trouts ,  he  never  touched  them. 
"He  does  not  take  brown  soup  (soupe  au  bouillon).  It  did  not 
^seem  to  me  he  cared  for  wine:  he  tastes  at  all  the  wines; 
"  but  commonly  stands  by  burgundy  with  water. 
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"I  introduced  to  him  all  the  Officers  of  my  Begimezit  wh 
<<are  here;  he  received  them  in  the  style  of  a  king"  (en  ra 
plenty  of  quiet  pride  in  him,  Herr  General).  "It  is  certain  h 
"feels  what  he  is  bom  to ;  and  if  eyer  he  get  to  it ,  will  stan 
"on  the  top  of  it.  As  to  me ,  I  mean  to  keep  myself  retired 
"and  shall  see  of  him  as  little  as  I  can.  I  perceive  well  h 
"does  not  like  advice,"  especially  when  administered  in  th 
way  of  preachment ,  by  stiff  old  military  gentlemen  of  the  all 
wise  stamp ; — "  and  does  not  take  pleasure  except  with  peopl 
inferior  to  him  in  mind.  His  first  aim  is  to  find  out  the  zuti 
"culous  side  of  everyone,  and  he  loves  to  banter  and  quia.  I 
"  is  a  fault  in  a  Prince :  he  ought  to  know  people's  faults ,  am 
"not  to  make  them  known  to  anybody  whatever/'  —  whiol 
we  perceive,  is  not  quite  the  method  witii  private  gentlemen 
of  the  allwise  type !  — 

"I  speak  to  your  Excellency  as  a  friend;  and  assure yoi 
"he  is  a  Prince  who  has  talent,  but  who  will  be  the  slave  o 
"his  passions  {se  fera  dominerpar  ses passions ,^  —  not  a  fetid 
"tons  prophecy,  Herr  General);  "and  will  like  nobody  ba 
"such  as  encourage  him  therein.  For  me,  I  think  al 
'^Princes  are  cast  in  the  same  mould;  there  is  only  a  mon 
"  and  a  less. 

"At  parting,  he  embraced  me  twice;  and  said:  'I  an 
"* sorry  I  cannot  stay  longer;  but  another  time  I  will  profit 
"'better.'  Wolden'*  (one  of  the  Three)  "told  me  he  eouldiuyl 
"describe  how  well-intentioned  for  your  Excellency  tttc 
"Prince-Royal  Is"  (cunning  dog!),  "who  says  often  to  Wd- 
"den"  (doubtless  guessing  it  will  be  re-said),  "'If  I  cannol 
" '  show  him  my  gratitude,  I  will  his  posterity :' "  —  profoniidly 
obliged  to  the  Grumkow  kindred  first  and  last!  —  "I  remain 
"  your  Excellency's  "  most  pipeclayed 

"Yon  SoHnuDTBUBCk"* 

•  F8ritcr,  111.  71-73. 
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And  so,  after  aaivej  of  the  spademen  at  Carzig  and 
Himmelstadt  (whore  Colonel  Wreech,  by  the  way,  is 
Amta-I/auptmann,  official  Head  Man),  a^r  shoodii^  a 
Spiesier  or  two,  and  dining  and  talking  in  this  sort, 
his  Hoyal'Higlmess  goes  to  sleep  at  Massm;  and  ends 
one  day  of  his  then  lifa    We  proceed  to  Letter  No.  3. 

A  day  or  two  after  No.  2,    it  would  appear,    his 
Majesty,  who  is  commonly  at  Wusteihausen  hunting  in 
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this  season,  has  been  rapidly  out  to  Crossen,  in  these 
Landsberg  regions  (to  south,  within  a  day's  drive  of 
Landsberg),  rapidly  looking  after  something;  Ghrumkow 
and  another  Official  attending  him:  —  other  Official, 
"Tnichsess,"  is  Truchsess  von  Waldburg,  a  worthy 
soldier  and  gentleman  of  those  parts,  whom  we  shall 
again  hear  of  In  No.  3  there  is  mention  likewise  of 
the  "Kurfttrst  of  KSln,"  —  Elector  of  Cologne;  languid 
lanky  gentleman  of  Bavarian  breed,  whom  we  saw  last 
year  at  Bonn,  richest  Pluralist  of  the  Church;  whom 
doubtless  our  poor  readers  have  forgotten  again. 
Mention  of  him;  and  also  considerable  sulky  humour, 
of  the  Majesty 's-Opposition  kind,  on  Schulenburg's  part; 
for  which  reason,  and  generally  as  a  poor  direct  reflex 
of  time  and  place,  —  reflex  by  ruffled  bog -water, 
through  sedges,  and  in  twilight;  dim  but  indubitable, 
—  we  give  the  Letter,  though  the  Prince  is  little 
spoken  of  in  it: 

No.  3.  To  the  Excellency  Grumkow  (as  above)  in  Berlin. 

.  ^'Landsberg,  22d  October  (Monday)  1731. 

"Monsieur,  —  I  trust  your  Excellency  made  your  journey 
"to  Crossen  with  all  the  satisfaction  imaginable.  Had  I  been 
"  warned  sooner ,  I  would  have  come ;  not  only  to  see  the  Bang, 
"but  for  your  Excellency's  sake  and  Truchsess 's:  but  I  re- 
"ceived  your  Excellency's  Letter  only  yesterday  morning;  so 
"I  could  not  have  arrived  before  yesternight,  and  that  late; 
"for  it  is  fifty  miles  off,  and  one  has  to  send  relays  beforehand; 
"there  being  no  posthorses  on  that  road. 

"  We  are,  —  not  to  make  comparisons ,  —  like  Harlequin ! 
"No  sooner  out  of  one  scrape,  than  we  get  into  another;  and 
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^all  for  the  sake  of  those  Big  Blockheads  (r amour  de  ces 
^ffrands  colosses).  What  the  Kurfiirst  of  Kohi  has  done,  in 
**his  character  of  Bishop  of  Osnabriick,"  —  a  deed  not  known 
to  this  Editor,  but  clearly  in  the  way  of  snubbing  our  re- 
cruiting system,  •<-  ''is  too  droll:  but  if  we  avenge  ourselves, 
"there  will  be  high  play,  and  plenty  of  it,  all  round  our 
"borders!  If  such  things  would  make  any  impression  on  the 
**  spirit  of  our  Master :  but  they  do  not ;  they  "  —  in  short ,  this 
recruiting  system  is  delirious,  thinks  the  stiff  Schulenburg; 
and  scruples  not  to  say  so ,  though  not  in  his  place  in  Parlia- 
ment ,  or  even  Tobacco-Parliament.  For  there  is  a  Majesty's 
Opposition  in  all  lands  and^ times.  ''We  ruin  the  Country," 
says  the  Honourable  Member,  "sending  annually  millions  of 
"money  out  of  it ,  for  a  set  of  vagabond  fellows  (gens  asacei 
^^hcorde)^  who  will  never  do  us  the  least  service.  One  sees 
"clearly  it  is  the  hand*  of  GU)d,"  darkening  some  people's 
understanding;  "otherwise  it  might  be  possible  their  eyes 
"would  open,  one  time  or  another  I"  —  A  stiff  pipeclayed 
gentleman  of  great  wisdom,  with  plenty  of  sulphur  burning 
in  the  heart  of  him.  The  rest  of  his  Letter  is  all  in  the  Oppo- 
sition strain  (almost  as  if  from  his  place  in  Parliament,  only 
fax  briefer  than  is  usual  "  within  these  walls  ") ;  and  winds  up 
with  a  glance  at  Victor  Amadeus's  strange  feat,  or  rather  at 
the  Son's  feat  done  upon  Victor,  over  in  Sardinia;  preceded 
by  this  inter)  ectionary  sentence  on  a  Prince  nearer  home : 

"As  to  the  Prince-Royal,  depend  on  it  he  will  do  whatever 
**  is  required  of  him  "  (marry  anybody  you  like  &c.) ,  "  if  you 
"give  him  more  elbow-room,  for  that  is  whither  he  aims. — 
"Not  a  bad  stroke  that,  of  the  King  of  Sardinia"  —  Grand 
news  of  the  day,  at  that  time;  now  somewhat  forgotten,  and 
requiring  a  word  from  us: 

Old  King  Victor  Amadeus  of  Sardinia  had  fKAscox^ 
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abdicated  in  favour  of  Ids  Son;  went,  for  a  twelvemonth 
or  more,  into  private  felidtj  with  an  elderly  Lady- 
love whom  he  had  long  esteemed  the  first  of  women; 

—  tired  of  such  felicity,  after  a  twelvemonth;  demanded 
his  crown  back,  and  could  not  get  it!  Lady-love  and 
he  are  taken  prisoners;  lodged  in  separate  castles:* 
and  the  wrath  of  the  proud  old  gentleman  is  Olympian* 
in  character,  —  split  an  oak  table,  smiting  it  while  he 
spoke  (say  the  cicerones);  —  and  his  silence,  and  the 
fiery  daggers  he  looks,  are  still  more  emphatic.  But 
the  young  fellow  holds  out;  you  cannot  play  handy- 
dandy  with  a  king's  crown,  your  Majesty!  say  his  new 
Ministers.  Is  and  will  continue  King.  ^^Not  a  bad 
stroke  of  him,"  thinks  Schulenburg,  — 

—  '^espedalfy  if  his  Father  meant  to  play  him  the  same  trick," 
that  is ,  clap  him  in  prison.  Not  a  bad  stroke ;  —  which  per- 
haps there  is  another  that  could  imitate,  ^^ilMs  Papa  gave 
"him  the  opportunity!  But  tMs  Papa  will  take  good  care; 
"and  the  Queen  will  not  forget  the  Sardinian  business, 
"when  he  talks  again  of  abdicating,"  as  he  does  when  in  ill 
humour.  — 

"But  now  had  not  we  better  have  been  friends  with  Eng- 
'4and,  should  war  rise  upon  that  Sardinian  business?  G-eneral 
"  Schulenburg,"  —  the  famed  Venetian  Fieldmarshal,  bruiser 
of  tlie  Turks  in  Candia,^^  my  honoured  Uncle,  who  sometimes 

*  Sd  September  1780,  abdicated,  went  to  Chamb^iy;  reclaims,  is  looked 
in  RiToh,  8th  October  1781  (news  of  it  Just  come  to  Sehnlenbarg);  dies 
there,  Slat  October  1783,  his  67th  year. 

**  Same  who  was  beaten  by  Charles  XII.  before;  a  worthy  soldier 
nevertheless,  say  the  Authorities:  Life  of  him  by  Vamhagen  von  Ense 
{Biographitche  Denkmale,  Beriiq  y  184S). 
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nsed  to  visit  his  Sister  the  Maypole,  now  Emetita,  in  Lon- 
don, and  sip  beer  and  take  tobacco  on  an  evening,  with 
Greorgel.  of  famous  memory, — he  also  "writes  me  this  Victor- 
"Amadeusnews,  from  Paris;"  so  that  it  is  certain;  Ex-King 
locked  in  Rivoli  near  a  fortnight  ago :  "  he ,  General  Schulen- 
"burg,  says  farther.  To  judge  by  the  outside,  all  appears 
"very  quiet;  but  many  think,  at  the  bottom  of  the  bag  it  will 
"  not  be  the  same.'*  — 
"lam,  with  respect,"  your  Excellency's  much  in  buckram, 

"Le  CoMTE  DE  ScHOULENBOTma."  * 

So  far  Lieutenant-General  Schulenburg;  whom  we 
thank  for  these  contemporary  glimpses  of  a  young  man 
that  has  become  historical,  and  of  the  scene  he  lived 
in.  And  with  these  three  accidental  utterances,  as  if 
they  (which  are  alone  left)  had  been  the  sum  of  all  he 
said  in  the  world,  let  the  Lieutenant-General  withdraw 
now  into  silence:  he  will  turn  up  twice  again,  after 
half-a-score  of  years,  once  in  a  nobler  than  talking 
attitude,  the  close-harnessed,  stalwart,  slightly  atrabiliar 
military  gentleman  of  the  old  Prussian  school. 

These  glimpses  of  the  Crown-Prince,  reflected  on 
us  in  this  manner,  are  not  very  luculent  to  the  reader, 

—  ligbt  being  indifferent,  and  mirror  none  of  the  best: 

—  but  some  features  do  gleam  forth,  good  and  not  so 
good;  which,  with  others  coming,  may  gradually  coalesce 
into  something  conceivable.  A  Prince  clearly  of  much 
spirit,  and  not  without  petulance;  abundant  Are,  much 
of  it  shining  and  burning  irregularly  at  present;  being 
sore  held  down  from  without,  and  anomalously  situated. 

•  FSrster,  ill.  78-75. 
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Pride  enougli,  thinks  Schulenbiirg,  capricious  petulance 
enough,  —  likely  to  go  into  ''a  reign  of  the  passions/^ 
if  we  live.    As  will  be  seen!  — 

Wilhelmina  was  betrothed  in  June  last:  Wilhelmina, 
a  Bride  these  six  months,  continues  to  be  much  tor- 
mented by  Mamma.  But  the  Bridegroom,  Prince  of 
Baireuth,  is  gradually  reconmiending  himself  to  persons 
of  judgment,  to  Wilhelmina  among  others.  One  day 
he  narrowly  missed  an  unheard-of  accident:  a  foolish 
servant,  at  some  boar-hunt,  gave  him  a  loaded  piece  on 
the  half-cock;  half-cock  slipped  in  the  handling;  ballet 
grazed  his  Majesty^s  very  temple,  was  felt  twitching 
the  hair  there:  —  ye  Heavens!  Whereupon  imperti- 
nent remarks  from  some  of  the  Dessau  people  (allies  of 
Schwedt  and  the  Margravine  in  high  colours);  which 
were  well  answered  by  the  Prince,  and  noiselessly  but 
severely  checked  by  a  well-bred  King.*  King  has 
given  the  Prince  of  Baireuth  a  regiment;  and  likes  him 
tolerably,  though  the  young  man  will  not  always  drink 
as  could  be  wished.  Wedding,  in  spite  of  clouds  from 
her  Majesty,  is  coming  steadily  on. 

His  Majesty's  Building  Operations. 

"This  year,"  says  Fassmann,  "the  building  opera- 
"tions  both  in  Berlin  and  Stettin,"  —  in  Stettin  where 
new  fortifications  are  completed,  in  Berlin  where  gra- 
dually whole  new  quarters  are  getting  built,  —  "were 

»  Wilhelmina,  i.  356. 


CHAP,  v.]  majesty's  BUILDING  OPEEATIONS.  191 

Oct.  1781. 

"  exceedingly  pushed  forward  {dusserst  poussirty^  Alas, 
yes;  this  too  is  a  questionable  memorable  feature  of 
his  Majesty's  reign.  Late  Majesty,  old  King  Fried- 
rich  L,  wishful,  as  others  had  been,  for  the  growth  of 
Berlin,  laid  out  a  new  Quarter,  and  called  it  Friedrichs 
Stadt;  —  scraggy  boggy  ground,  planned  out  into 
streets,  Friedrichs  Strasse  the  chief  street,  with  here  and 
there  a  house  standing  lonesomely  prophetic  on  it 
But  it  is  this  present  Majesty,  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  that 
gets  the  plan  executed,  and  the  Friedrichs  Strasse  ac- 
tually built,  not  always  in  the  soft  or  spontaneous 
manner.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  was  the  JEdile  of  his 
Country,  as  well  as  the  Drill-sergeant;  Berlin  City  did 
not  rise  of  its  own  accord,  or  on  the  principle  of  leave- 
alone,  any  more  than  the  Prussian  Army  itself  Wreck 
and  rubbish  Friedrich  Wilhelm  will  not  leave  alone,  in 
any  kind;  but  is  intent  by  all  chances  to  sweep  them 
firom  the  face  of  the  Earth,  that  something  usefol, 
seemly  to  the  Koyal  mind,  may  stand  there  instead. 
Hence  these  building-operations  in  the  Friedrich  Street 
and  elsewhere,  so  "exceedingly  pushed  forward." 

The  number  of  scraggy  waste  places  he  swept  clear, 
first  and  last,  and  built  tight  human  dwellings  upon,  is 
almost  uncountable.  A  common  gift  from  him  (as  £rom 
his  Son  after  him)  to  a  man  in  favour,  was  that  of  a 
new  good  House,  —  an  excellent  gift  Or  if  the  man 
is  himself  able  to  build,  Majesty  will  help  him,  incite 
him:  "Timber  enough  is  in  the  royal  forests;  stone, 
lime  are  in  the  royal  quarries;  scraggy  waste  is  abun- 
dant:   why  should  any  man,   of  the  least  industry  ot 
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private  capital,  live  in  a  bad  house?"  By  degrees, 
the  pressure  of  his  Majesty  upon  private  men  to  build 
with  enoouragement  became  considerable,  became  ex- 
cessive, irresistible;  and  was  much  complained  of,  in 
these  years  now  come.  Old  Colonel  Derschau  is  the 
King^s  Agent,  at  Berlin,  in  this  matter;  a  hard  stiff 
man;  squeeies  men,  all  manner  of  men  with  the  least 
capital,  till  they  build. 

Niissler,  for  example,  whom  we  once  saw  at  Har 
never,  managing  a  certain  contested  Heritage  for  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm;  admit  Ntissler,  thou^  he  has  yet  got  no 
fixed  appointment,  nor  pay  except  by  the  job,  is  urged 
to  buUd;  —  second  year  hence,  1733,  occurs  the  ease 
of  Ntissler,  and  is  copiously  dwelt  upon  by  BSsdmig 
his  biographer:  ^^BuHd  yourself  a  house  in  tibe  Eriedr 
rkhs  Strasse!"'  urges  Deiachau.  ^'But  I  have  no  pay, 
no  capital!''  pleads  Nussler.  —  ^'Tush,  your  Father-ift- 
law,  abstrase  Xanalw  von  Ludwig^  in  Halle  Umvend^, 
monster  of  law-learning  there,  is  not  he  a  laonster  of 
hoarded  moneys  withal?  He  will  lend  you,  for  his  own 
and  his  INmghter's  sake.^  Or  shall  his  Mijes^  eoDoqpel 
him?''  uig«s  Derschau.  And  slowly,  mntiwttally  tnms 
the  aerew  upon  Nfisskr,  till  he  too  raises  for  hflBself  a 
film  good  house  in  the  Fiiedrichs  Stadt,  —  Fiiediiehs 
SuiKse,  or  ^S^trwf^  as  ihey  now  eall  it,  whkli  the  Tourist 
to4P  thtse  days  know&  Suhatantial  dear  a^lar  Street, 
miles  KNT  halfttiks  long;  stn%ht  as  a  line: — Friediidi 
WittMlm  fottid  It  scrag  and  quagmire:  and  left  it  iHmt 
^  ToQiisI  M«i$,  by  tiheae  hard  iMdw^    Thm  Hbet 
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Privy-Councillor  KlinggrSf  too,  Ntlssler's  next  neigh- 
bour: he  did  not  want  to  build;  far  from  it;  but  was 
obliged,  on  worse  terms  than  Niissler.  You  have  such 
work,  founding  your  house;  —  for  the  Niissler-Kling- 
graf  spot  was  a  fish-pool,  and  "carps  were  dug  up"  in 
founding;  —  such  piles,  bound  platform  of  solid  beams; 
"4,000  thalers  gone  before  the  first  stone  is  laid:"  and 
in  fact,  the  house  must  be  built  honestly,  or  it  will  be 
worse  for  the  house  and  you.  "Cost  me  12,000 thalers 
(1,800Z.)  in  all,  and  is  worth  perhaps  2,000!"  sorrow- 
fully ejaculates  Niissler,  when  the  job  is  over.  Still 
worse  with  Privy-Councillor  Klinggrltf:  his  house,  the 
next  to  Ntlssler's,  is  worth  mere  nothing  to  him  when 
built;  a  soap-boiler  offers  him  800  thalers  (120Z.)  for 
it;  and  Ntissler,  to  avoid  suffocation,  purchases  it  him- 
self of  KlinggrSf  for  that  sum.  Derschau,  with  his 
slow  screw-machinery,  is  very  formidable;  —  and  Biisch- 
ing  knows  it  for  a  fact,  "  that  respectable  Berlin  persons 
"used  to  run  out  of  the  way  of  Biirgermeister  Koch 
"and  him,  when  either  of  them  turned  up  on  the 
"streets!" 

These  things  were  heavy  to  bear.'  Truly,  yes: 
where  is  the  liberty  of  private  capital,  or  liberty  of  al- 
most any  kind,  on  those  terms?  Liberty  to  annihilate 
rubbish  and  chaos,  under  known  conditions,  you  may 
have;  but  not  the  least  liberty  to  keep  them  about  you, 
though  never  so  fond  of  doing  it!  What  shall  we  say? 
Niissler  and  the  Soapboiler  do  both  live  in  houses  more 
human  than  they  once  had.  Berlin  itself,  and  some 
other  things,   did  not  spring  from  Free- trade.     "B^t^tvxv 

Carlyle,  Fredork  Ihe  Great.  IV,  '^ 
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City  would,  to  this  daj,  have  been  a  Place  of  Scrubs 
("the  Berlin ^^^  a  mere  appeUative  notm  to  that  effect), 
had  Free-trade  always  been  the  rule  there.  I  am  sorry 
his  Majesty  transgresses  the  limits;  —  and  we,  my 
friends,  if  we  can  make  our  Chaos  into  Cosmos  by 
firing  Parliamentary  eloquence  into  it,  and  bombarding 
it  with  Blue-Books,  we  will  much  triumph  over  his 
Majesty,  one  day!  — 

Thus  are  the  building  operations  exceedingly  pushed 
forward,  the  Ear  of  Jenkins  torn  off,  and  Victor  Ama- 
dous locked  in  ward,  while  our  Crown-Prince,  in  the 
eclipsed  state,  is  inspected  by  a  Sage  in  pipeclay,  and 
Wilhelmina^s  wedding  is  coming  on. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 
wilhelmina's  wedding. 

Tuesday,  20th  November  1731,  Wilhelmina's 
wedding-day  arrived,  after  a  brideship  of  eight  months; 
and  that  jonng  Lady^s  troublesome  romance,  more  hap- 
pily than  might  have  been  expected,  did  at  last  wind 
itself  up.  Mamma's  unreasonable  humours  continued, 
more  or  less;  but  these  also  must  now  end.  Old  wooers 
and  outlooks,  "the  four  or  three  crowned  heads,"  — 
they  lie  far  over  the  horizon;  faded  out  of  one's  very 
thoughts,  all  these.  Charles  XII.,  Peter  11.  are  dead, 
Weissenfels  is  not,  but  might  as  well  be.  Prince  Fred, 
not  yet  wedded  elsewhere,  is  doing  French  madrigals 
in  Leicester  House;  tending  towards  the  "West  Wick- 
ham"  set  of  Politicians,  the  Pitt-Lyttleton  set;  stands 
ill  with  Father  and  Mother,  and  will  not  come  to  much. 
August  the  Dilapidated-Strong  is  deep  in  Polish  troubles, 
in  Anti-Kaiser  politics,  in  drinking-bouts;  —  his  great 
toe  never  mended,  never  will  mend.  Gone  to  the 
spectral  state  all  these:  here,  blooming  with  life  in  its 
cheeks,  is  the  one  practical  Fact,  our  good  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Baireuth,  —  privately  our  fate  all  along;  — 
whicb  we  will  welcome  cheerfully;  and  be  thankful  to 
Heaven  that  we  have  not  died  in  getting  it  decided  for 
us!  — 

Wedding  was  of  great  magnificence;  Berlin.  P^Iaiu^ 

*       1^* 
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and  all  things  and  creatures  at  their  brightest;  the  Brans- 
wick-Bevems  here,  and  other  high  Guests;  no  end  of 
pompous  ceremonials,  solemnities  and  splendours,  — 
the  very  train  of  one's  gown  was  "twelve  yards  long." 
Eschewing  all  which,  the  reader  shall  commodionsly 
conceive  it  all,  by  two  samples  we  have  picked  out  for 
him:  one  sample  of  a  Person,  high  Guest  present;  one 
of  an  Apartment  where  the  sublimities  went  on.  ' 

The  Duchess  Dowager  of  Sachsen-Meiningen,  who 
has  come  to  honour  us. on  this  occasion,  a  very  large 
Lady,  verging  towards  sixty;  she  is  the  person.  A 
living  elderly  Daughter  of  ^e  Great  Elector  himself; 
half-sister  to  the  late  King,  half-aunt  to  Friedrich  Wilr 
helm;  widow  now  of  her  third  husband:  a  Bingular 
phenomenon  to  look  upon,  for  a  moment,  through  Wil* 
helmina's  satirical  spectacles.  One  of  her  three  hus- 
bands, '^Christian  Ernst  of  Baireuth*'  (Mai^af  there, 
while  the  present  Line  was  but  expectant),  had  been  a 
kind  of  Welsh-Uncle  to  the  Prince  now  Bridegroom;  so 
that  she  has  a  double  right  to  be  here.  "She  had 
found  the  secret  of  totally  ruining  Baireuth,"  says  Wii- 
helmina;  "Baireuth,  and  Gourland,  as  well^  where  her 
"first  wedlock  was;"  —  perhaps  Meiningen  was  done 
to  her  hand?  Here  is  the  Portrait  of  "my  Grand-Aunt;*' 
dashed  off  in  very  high  colours,  not  by  a  flaitoriog 
pencil: 

'*It  is  said  she  was  very  fond  of  pleanng,  in  her  yovtth; 
"one  saw  as  much  still  by  her  affected  manners.  She  would 
**haye  made  an  excellent  actress,  to  play  fantastic  |»art8  of 
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<<  that  kind.  Her  flaming  red  countenance ,  her  shape ,  of  such 
** monstrous  extent  that  she  could  hardly  walk,  gave  her  the 
''air  of  a  Female  Bacchus.  She  took  care  to  expose  to  view 
"  her ,"  —  a  part  of  her  person ,  large  but  no  longer  beautiful, 
—  *'  and  contiuually  kept  patting  it  with  her  hands ,  to  attract 
"attention  thither.  Though  sixty  gone,"  —  fifty-seven  in 
point  of  fact,  —  "she  was  tricked  out  like  a  girl;  hair  done 
"in  ribbon-locks  (marronn^s),  aU  filled  with  gewgaws  of  rose- 
"pink  colour,  which  was  the  prevailing  tint  in  her  complexion, 
"  and  sp  loaded  with  coloured  jewels,  you  would  have  taken 
"  her  for  the  rainbow."  * 

This  charming  old  Lady,  daughter  of  the  Groses 
Kurfurst^  and  so  very  fat  and  rubicund,  had  a  Son 
once:  he  too  is  mentionable  in  his  way,  —  as  a  mile- 
stone (parish  milestone)  in  the  obscure  Chronology  of 
those  parts.  Her  first  Husband  was  the  Duke  of  Cour- 
land;  to  him  she  brought  an  heir,  who  became  Duke  in 
his  turn,  —  and  was  the  final  Duke,  last  of  the  "Kett- 
ler"  or  native  Line  of  Dukes  there.  The  Kcttlers  had 
been  Teutsch  Eitters,  Commandants  in  Conrland;  they 
picked  up  that  Country,  for  their  own  behoof,  when 
the  Ritterdom  went  down;  and  this  was  the  last  of 
them.  He  married  Anne  of  Kussia  with  the  big  cheek 
(Czar  Peter's  Niece,  who  is  since  become  Czarina) ;  and 
died  shortly  after,  twenty  years  ago;  with  tears  doubt- 
less from  the  poor  rosepink  Mother,  far  away  in  Bai- 
renth  and  childless  otherwise;  and  al^  in  a  sense  to 
the  sorrow  of  Courland,  which  was  hereby  left  VAcaixt| 
a  prey  to  enterprising  neighbours.    And  on  those  tenoi 

«  Wilhelmina,  i.  875. 
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it  was  that  Saxon  Moritz  (our  dissolute  friend,  who  will 
be  Marechal  de  Saxe  one  day)  made  his  clutch  at  Cour- 
land,  backed  by  moneys  of  the  French  Actress;  romour 
of  which  still  floats  vaguely  about  Moritz  might  have 
succeeded,  could  he  have  done  the  first  part  of  the  feat, 
fallen  in  love  with  swoln-cheeked  Anne,  Dowager 
there;  but  he  could  not;  could  only  pretend  it:  Cour- 
land  therefore  (now  that  the  Swoln-cheek  is  become 
Czarina)  falls  to  one  Bieren,  a  bom  Courlander,  who 
could.*  —  We  hurry  to  the  "Grand  Apartment*^  in 
Berlin  Schloss,  and  glance  rapidly,  with  Wilhelmina 
(in  an  abridged  form),  how  magnificent  it  is: 

Boyal  Apartment,  third  floor  of  the  Palace  at  Berlin,  one 
must  say ,  few  things  equal  it  in  the  world.  ^'  From  the  Outer 
^'  Saloon  or  Antechamber ,  called  Salle  des  Suisses  ^  (where  the 
halberdier  and  valet  people  wait)  "yon  pass  through  six 
**  grand  rooms ,  into  a  saloon  magnificently  decorated ;  thence 
^through  two  rooms  more,  and  so  into  what  they  call  the 
^Pictore-Galleiy,  a  room  ninety  feet  long.  All  this  is  in  a 
^  line."  Grand  all  this ;  but  stiU  only  common  in  compaiiaon. 
From  the  Picture-Galleiy  ^on  turn  (to  right  or  left,  is  not 
said,  nor  does  it  matter)  into  a  suite  of  Fourteen  great  rooms, 
each  more  splendid  than  the  other:  lustre  from  the  ceiling  of 
the  first  room,  for  example,  is  of  solid  silTer;  weighs,  in 

*  I«ast  Kettlcr,  Anbe**  Huband,  died  (l««^iBff  Mi|y  •■  old  Ihide, 
faUea  intoPapUtrr  and  other  fatiUty,  who,  till  his  death  aoHw  twenty  jeara 
after,  h«d  to  retide  abroad  and  be  ncminal  merely),  1711;  Moritil'a  atteaqpt 
wi;h  Adrienae  Leeoarrear**  cash  was,  1736;  Anne  becsmt  So^creiga  «f  all 
the  Roasiaa  (on  her  poor  Coasia  Peter  II. *s  death),  1790;  Bicrea  (BirM  at 
he  tried  :o  write  himself,  beia^  of  poor  binh]^  did  aot  get  iutalled  till  ITST; 
•Bd  had«  be  and  Coartaad  both .  sereral  tnmbles  after  that  bcfor*  (cttiiv  ta 
atMbie  eQallibriom. 
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pounds  ayoirdupois  I  know  not  what,  but  in  silver  coin 
"10,000  crowns:"  ceilings  painted  as  by  Correggio;  "wall- 
"  mirrors  between  each  pair  of  windows  are  twelve  feet  high, 
"and  their  piers  (trumeaux)  are  of  massive  silvery  in  front  of 
"each  mirror,  table  can  be  laid  for  twelve;"  twelve  Serenities 
may  dine  there,  flanked  by  their  mirror,  enjoying  the  Cor- 
reggiosities  above,  and  the  practical  sublimities  all  round. 
"And  this  is  but  the  first  of  the  Fourteen;"  and  you  go  on 
increasing  in  saperbness,  tUl,  for  example,  in  the  last,  or 
superlative  Saloon,  you  find  "a  lustre  weighing  50,000 
"crowns;  the  globe  of  it  big  enough  to  hold  a  child  of  eight 
"years;  and  the  branches  (gudridons)  of  it,"  I  forget  how 
many  feet  or  fathoms  in  extent:  silver  to  the  heart.  Nay 
the  music-balcony  is  of  silver;  wearied  fiddler  lays  his  elbow 
on  balustrades  of  that  precious  metal.  Seldom  if  ever  was 
seen  the  like.  In  this  superlative  Saloon,  the  Nuptial  Bene- 
diction was  given.  * 

Old  King  Friedrich,  the  expensive  Herr,  it  was  he 
that  did  the  famishing  and  Correggio-painting  of  these 
sublime  rooms:  but  this  of  the  masses  of  wrought  silver, 
this  was  done  by  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  —  incited  thereto 
by  what  he  saw  at  Dresden  in  August  the  Strong's 
Establishment;  and  reflecting,  too,  that  silver  is  silver, 
whether  you  keep  it  in  barrels  in  a  coined  form,  or 
work  it  into  chandeliers,  mirror-frames  and  music-bal- 
conies. —  These  things  we  should  not  have  mentioned, 
except  to  say  that  the  massive  silver  did  prove  a  hoard 
available,  in  after  times,  against  a  rainy  day.  Maasive 
silver  (well  mixed  with  copper  first)  was  all  melted 

•  Wilbelmina,  I.  881;  Nlcolal,  U.  Wl. 
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down,  stamped  into  current  coins,  native  and  foreign, 
and  sent  wandering  over  the  world,  before  a  certain 
Prince  got  through  his  Seven- Years  Wars  and  other 
pinches  that  are  ahead!  — 

In  fine,  Wilhehnina's  Wedding  was  magnificent; 
though  one  had  rubs  too;  and  Mamma  was  rather 
severe.  "Hair  went  all  wrong,  by  dint  of  over-dress- 
"ing;  and  hung  on  one's  face  like  a  boy's.  Crown-royal 
"they  had  put  (as  indeed  was  proper)  on  one's  head: 
"hair  was  in  twenty-four  locks  the  size  of  your  arm: 
"such  was  the  Queen's  order.  Gown  was  of  cloth-of- 
" silver,  trimmed  with  Spanish  gold-lace  {avec  un  point 
^^(TEspagne  d*or)\  train  twelve  yards  long;  —  one  was 
"like  to  sink  to  the  earth  in  such  equipment."  Courage, 
my  Princess!  —  In  fact,  the  Wedding  went  beautifully 
off;  with  dances  and  sublimities,  slow  solemn  Torch- 
dance  to  conclude  with,  in  those  unparalleled  upper 
rooms;  Grand-Aunt  Meiningen  and  many  other  stars 
and  rainbows  witnessing;  even  the  Margravine  of 
Schwedt,  in  her  high  colours,  was  compelled  to  be 
there.  Such  variegated  splendour,  such  a  dancing  of 
the  Constellations;  sublunary  Berlin,  and  all  the  world, 
on  tiptoe  round  it!  Slow  Torch-dance,  winding  it  up, 
melted  into  the  shades  of  midnight,  for  this  time;  and 
there  was  silence  in  Berlin. 

But,  on  the  following  nights,  there  were  Balls  of  a 
less  solemn  character;  far  pleasanter  for  dancing  pur- 
poses. It  is  to  these,  to  one  of  these,  that  we  direct 
the  attention  of  all  readers.     Friday  23d,  there  was 
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again  Ball  and  Boyal  Evening  Party  —  "  Grand  Apart- 
ment^' so-called.  Immense  Ball,  "seven hundred  conples, 
all  people  of  condition;"  there  were  "Four  Quadrilles," 
or  dancing  places  in  the  big  sea  of  quality-figures ;  each 
at  its  due  distance  in  the  grand  suite  of  rooms:  Wilhel- 
mina  presides  in  Quadrille  Number  One:  place  assigned 
her  was  in  the  room  called  Picture-Gallery;  Queen  and 
all  the  Principalities  were  with  Wilhelmina,  she  is  to 
lead-off  their  quadrille,  and  take  charge  of  it  Which 
she  did,  with  her  accustomed  fire  and  elasticity;  —  and 
was  circling  there,  on  the  light  fantastic  toe,  time 
six  in  the  evening,  when  Grumkow,  whom  she  had 
been  dunning  for  his  bargain  about  Friedrich  the  day 
before,  came  up: 

'^  I  liked  dancing,"  says  she,  "and  was  taking  advantage 
"of  my  chances.  Grumkow  came  up,  and inteirupted me ia 
"the  middle  of  a  minuet:  ^Eh,  mon  Dieu,  Madame t*  said 
"Grumkow,  *you  seem  to  have  got  bit  by  the  tarantula! 
"  *  Don't  you  see  those  strangers  who  have  just  come  in? '  I  stopt 
"  short ;  and  looking  all  round ,  I  noticed  at  last  a  young  man 
"  dressed  in  gray ,  whom  I  did  not  know.  *  Go ,  then,  embrace 
"  *the  Prince-Royal ;  there  he  is  before  you! '  said  Grumkow. 
"All  the  blood  in  my  body  went  topsy-turvy  for  joy.  '  0 
"* Heaven,  my  Brother?'  cried  I:  *But  I  don't  see  him;  where  ■ 
"'is  he?  In  God's  name,  let  me  see  him  I'  Grumkow  led 
"me  to  the  young  man  in  gray.  Coming  near,  I  recognised 
"him,  though  with  difficulty:  he  had  grown  amazing^  stouter 
^^  (prodiyieusement  engraissd)^  shortened  about  the  neck;;  his 
"fEuse  too  had  much  changed ,  and  was  no  longer  so  btantiM 
"as  it  had  been.    I  sprang  upon  him  with  O]^  «Qcm%  (^Mftrtnit 


202  CROWN-PRINCE  RETRIEVED.  [BOOKVm, 

23d  Not.  1781. 

^au  cou);  I  was  in  snch  a  state,  I  could  speak  nothing  bat 
"broken  exclamations:  I  wept,  I  laughed,  like  one  gonede- 
**  lirious.    In  my  life  I  have  never  felt  so  lively  a  joy. 

^  The  first  sane  step  was  to  throw  myself  at  the  fSeet  of  the 
"King:  Eang  said,  'Are  you  content  with  me?  Ton  see  I 
" '  have  kept  my  word ! '  I  took  my  Brother  by  the  hand ;  and 
"  entreated  the  Eang  to  restore  him  his  MendeMp.  This  scene 
"was  so  touching,  it  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of  everybo^. 
"I  then  approached  the  Queen.  She  was  obliged  to  embrace 
"  me ,  the  King  being  close  opposite ;  but  I  remarked  that  her 
**joy  was  only  affected."  —  Why  then,  0  Princess?  Guess, 
if  you  can ,  the  female  humours  of  her  Majesty !  — 

"I  turned  to  my  Brother  again;  I  gave  him  a  tiiousand 
"caresses ,  and  said  the  tenderest  things  to  him:  to  all  which 
"  he  remained  cold  as  ice,  and  answered  only  in  monosyllables. 
**I  presented  the  Prince  (my  Husband);  to  whom  he  did  not 
"  say  one  word.  I  was  astonished  at  this  fEtshion  of  procedure  I 
''But  I  laid  the  blame  of  it  on  the  King,  who  was  observing 
^'  us ,  and  who  I  judged  might  be  intimidating  my  Mother. 
'*  But  even  his  countenance  surprised  me :  he  wore  a  proud  air, 
''  and  seemed  to  look  down  on  everybody.** 

A  much-changed  Crown- Prince.  What  can  be  tiie  meaning 
of  it?  Neither  King  nor  he  appeared  at  supper:  they  were 
supping  elsewhere,  with  a  select  circle;  and  the  whisper  ran 
among  us.  His  Majesty  was  treating  him  witii  gveat  friend- 
liness. At  which  the  Queen,  contraiy  to  hope,  could  not 
conceal  her  secret  pique.  "  In  fact ,"  says  Wilhelmina ,  again 
too  hard  on  Manmia,  "she  did  not  love  her  children  except 
*'  as  they  served  her  ambitious  views."  The  fsuct  that  it  was  I, 
and  not  she,  who  had  achieved  the  Prince's  deliverance,  was 
painful  to  her  Majesty :  alas ,  yes ,  in  some  degree ! 

^BaU  having  recommenced,  Grrumkow  whispered  to  me, 
"  *  That  the  King  was  pleased  with  my  fr^nk  kind  ways  to  my 
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"* Brother;  and  not  pleased  with  my  Brother's  cold  way  of 
*' 'returning  it:  Does  he  simulate,  and  mean  still  to  deceive 
"*me?  Or  is  that  all  the  thanks  he  has  for  Wilhelmina? 
"* thinks  his  Majesty.  Go  on  with  your  sincerity,  Madam; 
"*and  for  Grod's  s£^e  admonish  the  Crown-Prince  to  avoid 
"  *  finessing ! '  Crown-Prince ,  when  I  did ,  in  some  interval  of 
"the  dance,  report  this  of  Grumkow,  and  say.  Why  so  changed 
"and  cold,  then,  Brother  of  my  heart?  answered,  That  he 
"  was  still  the  same ;  and  that  he  had  his  reasons  for  what  he 
"did."  Wilhelmina  continues;  and  cannot  understand  her 
Crown-Prince  at  all: 

"Next  morning,  by  the  King's  order,  he  paid  me  a  visit. 
"The  Prince,"  my  Husband,  "was  polite  enough  to  with- 
"  draw ,  and  left  me  and  Sonsfeld  alone  with  him.  He  gave 
"me  a  recital  of  his  misfortunes;  I  communicated  mine  to 
"him," — and  howlhad  at  last  bargained  to  get  him  free  again 
by  my  compliance.  "He  appeared  much  discountenanced  at 
"this  last  part  of  my  narrative.  He  returned  thanks  for  the 
"obligations  I  had  laid  on  him,  —  with  some  caressings, 
"which  evidently  did  not  proceed  from  the  heart.  To  break 
"this  conversation,  he  started  some  indifferent  topic;  and, 
"under  pretence  of  seeing  my  Apartment,  moved  into  the 
"  next  room ,  where  the  Prince  my  Husband  was.  Him  he  ran 
"over  with  his  eyes  from  head  to  foot,  for  some  time;  then, 
"after  some  constrained  civilities  to  him,  went  his  way." 
What  to  make  of  all  this?  "Madam  Sonsfeld  shrugged  her 
"shoulders;"  no  end  of  Madam  Sonsfeld's  astonishment  at 
such  a  Crown-Prince. 

Alas,  yes,  poor  Wilhelmina;  a  Crown-Prince  got 
into  terrible  cognisance  of  facts  since  we  last  met  himl 
Perhaps  abeady  sees ,  not  only  what  a  Height  of  pUes 
is  cut  out  for  him  in  this  world,  but  also  in  ^  4cb£l 
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what  a  solitude  of  soul,  if  he  will  maintain  his  height? 
Top  of  the  frozen  Schreckhom;  —  have  yon  well  con- 
sidered snch  a  position!  And  even  the  way  thither  is 
dangerous,  is  terrible  in  this  case.  Be  not  too  hard 
upon  your  Crown-Prince.  For  it  is  certain  he  loves 
you  to  the  last! 

Captain  Dickens,  who  alone  of  all  the  Excellencie» 
was  not  at  the  Wedding,  —  and  never  had  believed  it 
would  be  a  wedding,  but  only  a  rumour  to  bring  Eng- 
land round,  —  duly  chronicles  this  happy  reappear- 
ance of  the  Prince-Royal:  "about  six,  yesterday  even- 
ting, as  the  company  was  dancing,  —  to  the  great  joy 
"and  surprise  of  the  whole  Court;"  —  and  adds:  "This 
"morning  the  Prince  came  to  the  public  Parade;  where 
"crowds  of  people  of  all  ranks  flocked  to  see  his  Royal 
"Highness,  and  gave  the  most  open  demonstrations  of 
"pleasura"  * 

Wilhelmina,  these  noisy  tumults,  not  all  of  them 
delightM,  once  done,  gets  out  of  the  perplexed  hnrly'* 
burly,  home  towards  still  Baireuth,  shortly  aflter  New- 
year.'^  *^  Berlin  was  become  as  odious  to  me  as  it  had 
"once  been  dear.  I  flattered  myself  that,  renouncing 
"grandeurs,  I  might  lead  a  soft  and  tranquil  life  in  my 
"new  Home,  and  begin  a  happier  year  than  the  one 
"that  had  just  ended."  Mamma  was  still  perverse; 
but  on  the  edge  of  departure  Wilhelmina  contrived  to 
get  a  word  of  her  Father,  and  privately  open  her 
heart  to  him.  Poor  Father,  after  all  that  has  come 
and  gone: 

•  Despatch ,  24th  Nov.  1781.       **  11th  Jan.  1782  (WUhelmiiM,  11.  i). 
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"My  discourse  produced  its  effect;  he  melted  into  tears, 
"  could  not  answer  me  for  sobs ;  he  explained  his  thoughts  by 
"his  embracings  of  me.  Making  an  effort,  at  length,  he 
' « said :  *  I  am  in  despair  that  I  did  not  know  thee.  They  had 
"  *told  me  such  horrible  tales,  I  hated  thee  as  much  as  I  now 
"*love  thee.  If  I  had  addressed  myself  direct  to  thee,  I 
" '  should  have  escaped  much  trouble ,  and  thou  too.  But  they 
^'hindered  me  &om  speaking;  said  thou  wert  ill-natured  as 
'•*the  Devil,  and  wouldst  drive  to  extremities  I  wanted  to 
"* avoid.  Thy  Mother,  by  her  intriguings,  is  in  part  the 
"  ^  cause  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  family;  I  have  been  deceived 
"'and  duped  on  every  side.  But  my  hands  are  tied;  and 
"* though  my  heart  is  torn  in  pieces,  I  must  leave  these  ini- 
"*quities  unpunished!*"  —  The  Queen's  intentions  were  al- 
ways good,  urged  Wilhelmina.  "Let  us  not  enter  into  that 
"detail,"  answered  he:  "what  is  past  is  past;  I  will  try  to 
"forget  it;"  and  assured  Wilhelmina  that  she  was  the  dearest 
to  him  of  the  family,  and  that  he  would  do  great  things 
for  her  still,  —  only  part  of  which  came  to  effect  in  the 
sequel.  "I  am  too  sad  of  heart  to  take  leave  of  you,"  con- 
cluded he:  "embrace  your  Husband  on  my  part;  I  am  so 
"overcome  that  I  must  not  see  him."*  And  so  they  rolled 
away. 

Crown -Prince  was  back  to  .Giistrin  again  many 
weeks  before.  Back  to  Ciistrin;  but  under  totally 
changed  omens:  his  history,  after  that  first  emergence 
in  Wilhelmina's  dance,  *'23d  November  about  six  pjc^" 
and  appearance  at  Pajrade  on  the  morrow  (Satnzday 
morning),  had  been  as  follows.  Mondnj  l^ovomber 
26th,  there  was  again  grand  Ball,  and  the  Prince  there^ 

*  Wilhelmina,  ii.  4;  who  dates,  11th  Jana&T^  11^1. 
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not  in  gray  this  time.  Next  day,  the  Old  Dessaner 
and  all  the  higher  Officers  in  Berlin  petitioned,  ^^Let 
ns  have  him  in  the  Army  again,  your  Majesty!^ 
Majesty  consented:  and  so,  Friday  30th,  there  was 
grand  dinner  at  Seckendorfs,  Crown-Prince  there,  in 
soldier's  nniform  again;  a  completely  pardoned  yontL 
His  uniform  is  of  the  Goltz  Eegiment,  Infantry:  Qoltz 
Eegiment,  which  lies  at  Euppin,  —  at  and  about,  in 
that  moory  Country  to  the  Northeast,  some  thirty  or 
forty  miles  from  Berlin;  —  whither  his  destination 
now  is. 

Crown-Prince  had  to  resume  his  Kammer  work  at 
Custrin,  and  see  the  Buildings  at  Carzig,  for  a  three 
months  longer,  till  some  arrangements  in  the  Begiment 
Goltz  were  perfected,  and  finishing  improvements  given 
to  it  But  "on  the  last  day  of  February"  (29th,  1732 
being  leap-year),  his  Eoyal  Highnesses  Commission  to 
be  Colonel  Commandant  of  said  Begiment  is  made  out; 
and  he  proceeds,  in  discharge  of  the  same,  to  Buppin, 
where  his  men  lie.  And  so  puts  off  the  pike-gray  coat, 
and  puts  on  the  military  blue  one,*  —  never  to  quit 
it  again,  as  turned  out. 

Buppin  is  a  littie  Town,  in  that  northwest  Fehr- 
bellin  region:  Begiment  Goltz  had  lain  in  detached 
quarters  hitherto;  but  is  now  to  lie  at  Buppin,  the  first 
Battalion  of  it  there,  and  the  rest  within  reach.  Here, 
iu  Buppin  itself,  or  ultimately  at  Beinsberg  in  the 
neighbourhood,   was  Friedrich's  abode,   for  the  next 

•  Preasfl,  I.  69. 
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eight  years.  Habitual  residence;  with  transient  ex* 
cursions,  chiefly  to  Berlin  in  Camival  time,  or  on  other 
great  occasions,  and  always  strictly  on  leave;  his 
employment  being  that  of  Colonel  of  Foot,  a  thing 
requiring  continual  vigilance  and  industry  in  that 
Country.  Least  of  all  to  be  neglected,  in  any  point, 
by  one  in  his  circumstances.  He  did  his  military 
duties  to  a  perfection  satisfactory  even  to  Papa;  and 
achieved  on  his  own  score  many  other  duties  and  im- 
provements, for  which  Papa  had  less  value.  These 
eight  years,  it  is  always  understood,  were  among  the 
most  important  of  his  life  to  him. 


1^ 


BOOK  IX. 

r  STAGE  OF  FRIEDRICH'S  APPEENTICE8HIP: 
LIFE  IN  BIJPPIN. 

1732-1736. 


le,  Freierh  tht  Great.  IV. 


u 


Feb.  1732.  .,>. 


CHAPTER  I. 

PRINCESS  ELIZABETH  CHRISTINA  OF  BRUNSWICE-BEVERN. 

We  described  the  Crown-Prince  as  intent  to  comply, 
especially  in  all  visible  external  particulars,  with 
Papa's  will  and  pleasure;  —  to  distinguish  himself  by 
real  excellence  in  Commandantship  of  the  Begiment 
Goltz,  £rst  of  alL  But  before  ever  getting  into  that, 
there  has  another  point  risen,  on  which  obedience, 
equally  essential,  may  be  still  more  difficult 

Ever  since  the  grand  Catastrophe  went  off  without 
taking  Friedrich's  head  along  with  it,  and  there  began 
to  be  hopes  of  a  pacific  settlement,  question  has  been. 
Whom  shall  the  Crown-Prince  marry?  And  the 
debates  about  it  in  the  royal  breast  and  in  Tobacco- 
Parliament,  and  rumours  about  it  in  the  world  at  large, 
have  been  manifold  and  continual.  In  the  Schulenburg 
Letters  we  saw  the  Crown-Prince  himself,  much  inter- 
ested, and  eagerly  inquisitive  on  that  head.  As  was 
natural:  but  it  is  not  in  the  Crown-Prince's  mind,  it  is 
in  the  Tobacco-Parliament,  and  the  royal  breast  as 
influenced  there,  that  the  thing  must  be  decided.  Who 
in  the  world  will  it  be,  then? 

Crown-Prince  himself  hears  now  of  this  partjr,  now 
of  that  England  is  quite  over,  and  the  Prineeai 
Amelia  sunk  below  the  horizon.  Friedrich  himself 
appears  a  little  piqued  that  Hotham  carried  his  nocfCb  %«k 
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high;  that  the  English  would  not,  in  those  life-and- 
death  circumstances,  abate  the  least  from  their  '^Both 
marriages  or  none,"  —  thinks  they  should  have  saved 
Wilhelmina,  and  taken  his  word  of  honor  for  the  rest 
England  is  now  out  of  his  head;  —  all  romance  is  too 
sorrowftdly  swept  out:  and  instead  of  the  "sacred  air 
cities  of  hope"  in  this  high  section  of  his  history,  the 
young  man  is  looking  into  the  "mean  clay  hamlets  of 
reality,"  with  an  eye  well  recognising  them  for  real 
With  an  eye  and  heart  already  tempered  to  the  due 
hardness  for  them.  Not  a  fortunate  result,  though  it 
was  an  inevitable  one.  We  saw  him  flirting  witli  the 
beautiful  wedded  Wreech;  talking  to  Lieutenant-Greneral 
Schulenburg  about  marriage,  in  a  way  which  shook  the 
pipeclay  of  that  virtuous  man.  He  knows  he  would 
not  get  his  choice,  if  he  had  one;  strives  not  to  care. 
Nor  does  he,  in  fact,  much  care;  the  romance  being  all 
out  of  it.  He  looks  mainly  to  outward  advantages:  to 
personal  appearance,  temper,  good  manners;  to 
"religious  principle,"  sometimes  rather  in  the  reverse 
way  (fearing  an  overplus  rather);  —  but  always  to 
likelihood  of  moneys  by  the  match,  as  a  very  direct 
item.  Eeady  command  of  money,  he  feels,  will  be 
extremely  desirable  in  a  Wife;  desirable  and  almost 
indispensable,  in  present  straitened  circumstances.  These 
are  the  notions  of  this  ill-situated  Goelebs. 

The  parties  proposed  first  and  last,  and  rumoured 
of  in  Newspapers  and  the  idle  brains  of  men,  have  been 
very  many,  —  no  limit  to  their  numbers;  it  may  be 
anybody:  an  intending  purchaser,  though  but  possessed 
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of  sixpence,  is  in  a  sense  proprietor  of  the  whole  Fair! 
Through  Schulenburg  we  heard  his  own  account  of 
them,  last  Autumn;  —  but  the  far  noblest  of  the  lot 
was  hardly  glanced  at,  or  not  at  all,  on  that  occasion. 
The  Kaiser^s  eldest  Daughter,  sole  heiress  of  Austria 
and  these  vast  Pragmatic-Sanction  operations;  Arch- 
duchess  Maria  Theresa  herself,  —  it  is  affirmed  to  have 
been  Prince  Eugene's  often-expressed  wish.  That  the 
Crown-Prince  of  Prussia  should  wed  the  ftiture  Empress.* 
Which  would  indeed  have  saved  immense  confusions 
to  mankind!  Nay  she  alone  of  Princesses,  beautiful, 
magnanimous,  brave,  was  the  mate  for  such  a  Prince, 
—  had  the  Good  Fairies  been  consulted,  which  seldom 
happens:  —  and  Eomance  itself  might  have  become 
Hoality  in  that  case;  with  high  results  to  the  very  soul 
of  this  young  Prince!  Wishes  are  free:  and  wise  Eugene 
will  have  been  heard,  perhaps  often,  to  express  this  wish; 
but  that  must  have  been  all.  Alas,  the  preliminaries, 
political,  especially  religious,  are  at  once  indispensable 
and  impossible:  we  have  to  dismiss  that  day-dream.  A 
Papal-Protestant  controversy  still  exists  among  man- 
kind; and  this  is  one  penalty  they  pay  for  not  having 
settled  it  sooner.  The  Imperial  Court  cannot  afford 
its  Archduchess  on  the  terms  possible  in  that  quarter. 
What  the  Imperial  Court  can  do  is,  to  recommend 
a  Niece  of  theirs,  insignificant  young  Princess,  Elizabeth 
Christina  of  Brunswick-Bevem,  who  is  Niece  to  the 

*  Hormayr:  Allgemeine  Getchichte  der  neuesten  Zeit  (Wien,  1817), 
1. 18}  cited  in  Preass,  i.  71. 
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Empress;  and  may  be  made  osefdl,  in  this  way,  to 
herself  and  us,  think  the  Imperial  Majesties;  —  will  be 
a  new  tie  upon  the  Prussians  and  the  Pragmatic 
Sanction,  and  keep  the  Alliance  still  surer  for  our 
Archduchess  in  times  coming,  think  their  -  Majesties. 
She,  it  is  insinuated  by  Seckendorf  in  Tobacco-Parlia- 
ment; ought  not  she,  Daughter  of  your  Majesty's 
esteemed  Mend,  —  modest-minded,  innocent  young 
Princess,  with  a  Brother  already  betrothed  in  your 
Majesty^s  House,  —  to  be  the  Lady?  It  is  probable 
she  wUL 

Did  we  inform  the  reader  once  about  Kaiser  KarPs 
young  marriage  adventures;  and  may  we,  to  remind 
him,  mention  them  a  second  time?  How  Imperial 
Majesty,  some  five-and-twenty  years  ago,  then  only 
King  of  Spain,  asked  Princess  Caroline  of  Anspach, 
who  was  very  'poor,  and  an  orphan  in  the  world.  Who 
at  once  reused,  declining  to  think  of  changing  her 
religion  on  such  a  score;  —  and  now  governs  England, 
telegraphing  with  Walpole,  as  Queen  there  instead 
How  Karl,  now  Imperial  Majesty,  then  King  of  Spain, 
next  applied  to  Brunswick-Wolfenbtittel;  and  met  with 
a  much  better  reception  there.  Applied  to  old  Anton 
Ulrich,  reigning  Duke,  who  writes  big  Novels,  and  does 
other  foolish  goodnatured  things;  —  who  persuaded 
his  Granddaughter  that  a  change  to  Catholicism  was 
nothing  in  such  a  case,  that  he  himself  should  not  care 
in  the  least  to  change.  How  the  Grranddaughter 
changed   accordingly,    went   to    Barcelona,    and   was 
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wedded;  —  and  had  to  dun  old  Grand-Papa,  " Why- 
don' t  you  change,  then!"  Who  did  change  thereupon; 
thinking  to  himself,  ^^ Plague  on  it,  I  must  then!"  the 
foolish  old  Herr.  He  is  dead;  and  his  Novels,  in  six 
volumes  quarto,  are  all  dead:  and  the  Granddaughter 
is  Elaiserinn,  on  those  terms,  a  serene  monotonous  well- 
favoured  Lady,  diligent  in  her  Catholic  exercises;  of 
whom  I  never  heard  any  evil,  good  rather,  in  her 
eminent  serene  position.  Pity  perhaps  that  she  had 
recommended  her  Niece  for  this  young  Prussian  gentle- 
man; whom  it  by  no  means  did  ^'attach  to  the  Family" 
so  very  careful  about  him  at  Vienna!  But  if  there  lay 
a  sin,  and  a  punishment  following  on  it,  here  or  else- 
where, in  her  Imperial  position,  surely  it  is  to  be 
charged  on  foolish  old  Anton  Ulrich;  not  on  her, 
poor  Lady,  who  had  never  coveted  such  height,  nor 
durst  for  her  soul  take  the  leap  thitherward,  till  the 
serene  old  literary  gentleman  showed  her  how  easy  it 
was. 

Well,  old  Anton  Ulrich  is  long  since  dead,*  and 
his  religious  accounts  are  all  settled  beyond  cavil;  and 
only  the  sad  duty  devolves  on  me  of  explaining  a  little 
what  and  who  his  rather  insipid  offspring  are,  so  far  as 
related  to  readers  of  this  History.  Anton  Ulrich  left 
two  sons;  the  elder  of  whom  was  Duke,  and  the 
younger  had  an  Apanage,  Blankenburg  by  name.  Only 
this  younger  had  children,  —  serene  Kaiserinn  that 
now  is,  one  of  them.     The  elder  died  childless,**  pre- 

•  1714,  age  70.    Hfibner,  t.  190.  •«  1781,  MichMlif,  1. 1«9* 
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cisely  a  few  months  before  the  times  we  are  now  got 
to;  reigning  Duke  of  Brunswick-Wolfenbilttel,*  all 
but  certain  Apanages;  and  does  not  concern  us  farther. 
To  that  supreme  dignity  the  younger  has  now  come, 
and  his  Apanage  of  Blankenburg  and  children  with 
him;  —  so  that  there  is  now  only  one  outstanding 
Apanage  (Bevem,  not  known  to  us  yet);  which  also 
will  perhaps  get  reunited,  if  we  cared  for  it  Ludwig 
Budolf  is  the  name  of  this  new  sovereign  Duke  of 
Brunswick-Wolfenbiittel,  or  Duke  in  chief;  age  now 
sixty;  has  a  shining,  bustling,  somewhat  irregular 
Duchess,  says  Wilhelmina;  and  a  nose  —  or  rather 
almost  no  nose,  for  sad  reasons!'*^  Other  qualities  or 
accidents  I  know  not  of  him,  —  except  that  he  is 
Father  of  the  Vienna  Elaiserinn;  Grandfather  of  the 
Princess  whom  Seckendorf  suggests  for  our  Friedrich 
of  Prussia. 

In  Ludwig  Eudolf  s  insipid  offspring  our  readers 
are  unexpectedly  somewhat  interested:  let  readers 
patiently  attend,  therefore.  He  had  three  Daughters, 
never  any  son.  Two  of  his  Daughters,  eldest 
and  youngest,  are  alive  still;  the  middle  one  had  a 
sad  fate  long  ago.  She  married,  in  1711,  Alexius 
the   Czarowitz  of  Peter  the  Great:  foolish  Czarowitz, 

*  ''WeU'booths"  (Hatted  Camp  of  the  Welfs),  according  to  Etymology. 
** Brunswick/*  again,  is  BratmVWick ;  **Braun"  (Brown)  being  an  old 
militant  Welf  in  those  parts,  wtio  built  some  lodge  for  himself,  as  a  con<- 
venience  there,  —  Year  880,  say  the  uncertain  old  Books.  Htibner,  1. 149; 
Michaelis,  &c. 

••  Wilhelmina,  U.  131, 
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miserable  and  making  others  miserable,  broke  ber  heart 
hy  ill  conduct,  ill  usage,  in  four  years;  so  that  she 
died;  leaving  him  only  a  poor  small  Peter  II.,  who  is 
now  dead  too,  and  that  matter  ended  all  but  the  me- 
mory of  it.  Some  accounts  bear,  that  she  did  not  die; 
that  she  only  pretended  it,  and  ran  and  left  her  in- 
tolerable Gzarowitz.  That  she  wedded,  at  Paris,  in 
deep  obscurity,  an  Of&cer  just  setting  out  for  Louisiana; 
lived  many  years  there  as  a  thrifty  soldier's- wife;  re- 
turned to  Paris  with  her  Officer  reduced  to  halfpay; 
and  told  him,  —  or  told  some  select  Official  person 
after  him,  under  sevenfold  oath,  being  then  a  widow 
and  necessitous,  —  her  sublime  secret  Sublime  secret, 
which  came  thus  to  be  known  to  a  supremely  select 
circle  at  Paris;  and  was  published  in  Books,  where 
one  still  reads  it  No  vestige  of  truth  in  it,  —  except 
that  perhaps  a  necessitous  soldier's  widow  at  Paris, 
considering  of  ways  and  means,  found  that  she  had 
some  trace  of  likeness  to  the  Pictures  of  this  Princess, 
and  had  heard  her  tragic  story. 

Ludwig  Budolf  s  second  Daughter  is  dead  long 
years  ago;  nor  has  this  fable  as  yet  risen  from  her 
dust  Of  Ludwig  Eudolfs  other  two  Daughters,  we 
have  said  that  one,  the  eldest,  was  the  Kaiserinn;  Em- 
press Elizabeth  Christina,  age  now  precisely  forty;  with 
two  beautiful  Daughters,  sublime  Maria  Theresa  the 
elder  of  them,  and  no  son  that  would  live.  Which  last 
little  circumstance  has  caused  the  Pragmatic  Sanction, 
and  tormented   universal  Nature   for   so  many  years 
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back  I  Ludwig  Rudolf  has  a  youngest  Daughter,  also 
married,  and  a  Mother  in  Germany,  —  to  this  day  con- 
spicuously so;  —  of  whom  next,  or  rather  of  her  Hus- 
band and  Family-circle,  we  must  say  a  word. 

Her  Husband  is  no  other  than  the  esteemed  Friend 
of  Friedrich  Wilhelm;  Duke  of  Brunswick-Bevem,  by 
title;  who,  as  a  junior  branch,  lives  on  the  Apanage  of 
Bevem,  as  his  Father  did;  but  is  sure  now  to  inherit 
the  Sovereignty  and  be  Duke  of  Brunswick- Wolfen- 
bUttel  at  large,  he  or  his  Sons,  were  the  present  in- 
cumbent, Ludwig  Eudolf,  once  out  Present  incumbent, 
we  have  just  intimated,  is  his  Father-in-law;  but  it  is 
not  on  that  ground  that  he  looks  to  inherit.  He  is 
Nephew  of  old  Anton  Ulrich,  Son  of  a  younger  Brother 
(who  was  also  "Bevem"  in  Antonys  time);  and  is  the 
evident  Heir-male;  old  Anton  being  already  fallen  into 
the  distaff,  with  nothing  but  three  Granddaughters. 
Anton's  heir  will  now  be  this  Nephew:  Nephew  has 
wedded  one  of  the  Granddaughters,  youngest  of ~  the 
Three,  youngest  Daughter  of  Ludwig  Rudolf,  Sovereign 
Duke  that  now  is;  —  which  Lady,  by  the  family  she 
brought  him,  if  no  otherwise,  is  memorable  or  mentiop- 
able  here,  and  may  be  called  a  Mother  in  Germany. 

Father  Bevem  her  Husband,  Ferdinand  Albert  the 
name  of  him,  is  ndw  just  fifty,  only  ten  years  younger 
than  his  serene  Father-in-law  Ludwig  Rudolf:  —  whom, 
I  may  as  well  say  here,  he  does  at  last  succeed,  three 
years  hence  (1735),  and  becomes  Duke  of  Brunswick 
in  General,  according  to  hope;  —  but  only  for  a  few 
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mouths,  having  himself  died  that  same  year.*  Poor 
Duke;  rather  a  good  man,  by  all  the  accounts  I  could 
hear;  though  not  of  qualities  that  shone.  He  is  at 
present  "Duke  of  Brunswick -Bevem,"  —  such  his 
actual  nomenclature  in  those  ever-fluctuating  Sibyl's- 
leaves  of  German  History-Books,  Wilhelmina*s  and  the 
others;  —  expectant  Duke  of  Brunswick  in  General; 
much  a  Mend  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm.  A  kind  of  Aus- 
trian soldier  he  was  formerly,  and  will  again  be  for 
brief  times;  General-Feldmarschall  so-styled;  but  is  not 
notable  in  War,  nor  otherwise  at  all,  except  for  the  off- 
spring he  had  by  this  serene  Spouse  of  his.  Insipid  off- 
spring, the  impatient  reader  says;  but  permits  me  to 
enumerate  one  or  two  of  them: 


*    Amton  Uzjuoh  (1683-1714),  Duke  in  Fbrdxmamd    Aisert    (16S6- 

Chief;  that  is,  Dnke  of  Brunswick- (^of/'en-  1687),  his  younger  Brother 

battel.  apanaged  in  Bevem;  that  is, 

, ..    .    I  -A ,  Duke  of  Bran8wick-i?(n>«m. 


August  Wn.- 
HXI.M,  elder 
Son  and  Heir 
(1662 ,  1714, 
1781);  had  no 
Cliildren. 


LuDwio  RuDOLr ,  the  yoongcr 
Son  (1671, 1731, 1735,  apanaged 
in  Blankenburg;  Dake  of 
Brnnsvf ick'Blankenburg;  be- 
came WolfenbUltel,  1781;  died, 
Ist  March  1785.  No  Son:  so 
that  now  the  Bevem  suc- 
ceeded.   Three  Daughters : 

A ..    ._ 


Elizabeth  CharlotteChris-  Antoinette Ame- 
Gliristina,  tiua  (1694,  1711,  lia  (1696,  1712, 
the  Kaiser-  171 5),  Alexius  of  1762);  BeTern^s 
inn  (1691,  Bussia'ii;  had  a  Wife,-a'*Mother 
1708, 1750).  fabulous  end.        in  Germany.'* 


^orn   1718,   1714,  An-  1715,  8th  1718,  Lud- 

Karl  the       ton  Ulrich  November,  wig  Ernst 

Heir  (to        (Russia;       Elizabeth  (Holland, 

marry  oar  tragedy  of  Christina  1787). 
Friedrich'0   Czar            (Crown- 
Sifter).       '  Iwan).         Prince's). 


FxitDiNAMD  AI.BBRT,  eldest 
Son  (an  cider  had  perished, 
1704,  on  theSchellenberg  un- 
der Marlborough),  followed 
in  Bevem  (1680,  1687-1704, 
1785):  Kaiser's  soldier,  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm's  friend;  mar- 
ried his  Cousin,  Antoinette 
Amelia  (''Mother  in  Ger- 
many," as  we  call  her).  Dnke 
in  Chief,  1st  March  1785,  on 
Ludwig  Rudolfs  decease; 
died  himself,  8d  September 
same  year. 
A- 


1721,  Ferdi-  1799,1724,1725, 
nand(Gbat-  1782,  Four 
ham's     and  others;  Boyg 
England's)     the  yoongeet 
of  theSeven-  Two,  who  w«r« 
Teara  War.  both   kUtoil  te 

Friedriob'a 

Wasa. 
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1*.  Karl,  eldest  Son;  who  is  sure  to  be  Brunswick  in  Grene- 
ral;  who  is  betrothed  to  Princess  Charlotte  of  Prussia,  —  ^^a 
satirical  creature,  she,  fonder  of  my  Prince  than  of  him," 
Wilhelmina  thinks.  The  wedding  nevertheless  took  effect 
Brunswick  in  General  duly  fell  in,  first  to  the  Father;  then, 
in  a  few  months  more,  to  Karl  with  his  Charlotte:  and  firom 
them  proceeded ,  in  due  time ,  another  Karl ,  of  whom  we  shall 
hear  in  this  History ;  —  and  of  whom  all  the  world  heard  much 
in  the  French  Revolution  Wars;  in  1792,  and  still  more  tra- 
gically afterwards.  Shot,  to  death  or  worse,  at  the  Battle 
of  Jena,  October  1806;  *^ battle  lost  before  it  was  begun,*' 
—  such  the  strategic  history  they  give  of  it  He  peremptorily 
ordered  the  French  Revolution  to  suppress  itself;  and  that 
was  the  answer  the  French  Revolution  made  him.  From 
this  Karl,  what  new  Queens  Caroline  of  England  and  porten- 
tous Dukes  of  Brunswick,  sent  upon  their  travels  through 
the  anarchic  world,  profitable  only  to  Newspapers,  we  need 
not  say!  — 

2®.  Anton  Ulrich;  named  after  his  august  Great-Grand- 
fother ;  does  not  write  novels  like  him.  At  present  a  young 
gentleman  of  eighteen;  goes  into  Russia  before  long,  hoping 
to  beget  Czars ;  which  issues  dreadfully  for  himself  and  the 
potential  Czars  he  begot  The  reader  has  heard  of  a  potential 
"Czar  Iwan,"  violently  done  to  death  in  his  room,  one  dim 
moonlight  night  of  1764,  in  the  Fortress  of  Schliisselburg, 
middle  of  Lake  Ladoga;  misty  moon  looking  down  on  the 
stone  battlements ,  on  the  melancholy  waters ,  and  saying  no- 
thing. —  But  let  us  not  anticipate. 

3<^.  Elizabeth  Christina;  to  us  more  important  than  any 
of  them.  Namesake  of  the  Kaiserinn,  her  august  Aunt;  age 
now  seventeen;  insipid  fine-complexioned  young  lady,  who 
is  talked  of  for  the  Bride  of  our  Crown-Prince.  Of  whom  the 
reader  will  hear  more.    Crown-Prince  fears  she  b  "too  reli- 
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gious,"  —  and  will  have  **  cagots^'  about  her  (solemn  persons  in 
blacky  highly  unconscious  how  little  wisdom  they  have),  who 
may  be  troublesome. 

4fi,  A  merry  young  Boy  now  ten ,  called  Ferdinand ;  with 
whom  England  within  the  next  thirty  years  will  ring ,  for  some 
time,  loud  enough:  the  great  "Prince  Ferdinand"  himself, 
—  under  whom  the  Marquis  of  Granby  and  others  became 
great  \  Chatham  superintending  it.  This  really  was  a  respect- 
able gentleman,  and  did  considerable  things, — aTrismegistus 
in  comparison  with  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  whom  h^  suc- 
ceeded. A  cheerful,  singularly  polite,  modest,  well-con- 
ditioned man  withal.  To  be  slightly  better  known  to  us, 
if  we  live.  He  at  present  is  a  Boy  of  ten ,  chasing  the  thistle's 
beard. 

50.  Three  other  sons,  all  soldiers,  two  of  them  younger 
than  Ferdinand;  whose  names  were  in  the  gazettes  down  to 
a  late  period;  —  whom  we  shall  ignore  in  this  place.  The 
last  of  them  was  marched  out  of  Holland,  where  he  had  long 
been  Commander-in-chief  on  rather  Tory  principles,  in  the 
troubles  of  1787.  Others  of  them  we  shall  see  storming  for- 
ward on  occasion,  valiantly  meeting  death  in  the  field  of 
fight,  all  conspicuously  brave  of  character;  but  this  shall 
be  enough  of  them  at  present. 

It  is  of  these  that  Ludwig  Endolf  s  youngest 
daughter,  the  serene  Ferdinand  Albert's  wife,  is  Mother 
in  Germany;  highly  conspicuous  in  their  day.  If  the 
question  is  put,  it  must  be  owned  they  are  all  rather 
of  the  insipid  type.  Nothing  but  a  kind  of  albuminotui 
simplicity  noticeable  in  them;  no  wit,  originality,  bright^ 
ness  in  the  way  of  uttered  intellect  If  it  is  asked, 
How  came  they  to  the  least  distinction  in  this  wocid? 
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—  the  answer  is  not  immediately  apparent.  But  in* 
deed  they  are  Welf  of  the  Welfs,  in  this  respect  as  ia 
others.  One  asks,  with  increased  wonder,  noticing  ia 
the  Welfe  generally  nothing  but  the  same  albmninous 
simplicity,  and  poverty  rather  than  opulence  of  uttered 
intellect,  or  of  qualities  that  shine.  How  the  Wel&  came 
to  play  such  a  part,  for  the  last  thousand  years,  and 
still  to  he  at  it,  in  conspicuous  places? 

Beader,  I  have  observed  that  uttered  intellect  is  not 
what  permanently  makes  way,  but  icnuttered.  ^t, 
logical  brilliancy,  spiritual  effulgency,  true  or  false^  — 
how  precious  to  idle  mankind,  and  to  the  Xewspapen 
and  History  Books,  even  when  it  is  false:  while,  again, 
Nature  and  Practical  Fact  care  next  to  nothing  for  it 
ia  comparison,  even  when  it  is  true!  Two  silent  qua- 
lities you  will  notice  in  these  Wel&,  modem  and 
ancient;  which  Nature  much  values:  Ftrst.  consmnmate 
human  Courage;  a  noble,  perfect,  and  as  it  were  un- 
conscious superiority  to  fear.  And  dien  s^comdl^^  much 
weight  of  mind,  a  noble  not  too  oooscioos  Sense  of 
what  is  Bight  and  Not-Kight,  I  have  foond  in  some  of 
them;  —  which  means  mostly  ur^^^jht.  or  good  gravita- 
tion«  good  observance  of  the  perpendicular;  and  is 
called  justice «  veracity «  high  honour,  and  other  sndi 
narne^  These  ar^  fine  qualities  indeed,  especially  with 
an  "albuminous  simplicity**  as  vehicle  id  them.  If  de 
^Yel£$  had  not  much  aitiealate  inteUect^  let  us  goess 
they  made  a  good  use>  not  a  bad  or  indiffiorenft,  aa  ii 
commoner,  of  what  ihey  bad!  — 
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Who  his  Majesty's  Choice  is;  and  what  the  Crown-Prince 

thinks  of  it. 

Princess  Elizabeth  Christina,  the  insipid  Brunswick 
specimen,  backed  by  Seckendorf  and  Vienna,  proves  on 
consideration  the  desirable  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm  in  this 
matter.  But  his  Son^s  notions,  who  as  yet  knows  her 
only  by  rumour,  do  not  go  that  way.  Insipidity,  tri- 
viality; the  fear  of  ^^  cagotage  ^*'  and  frightM  fellows  in 
black  supremely  unconscious  what  blockheads  they  are, 
haunts  him  a  good  deal.  And  as  for  any  money 
eoming,  —  her  sublime  Aunt  the  Kaiserinn  never  had 
much  ready  money;  one^s  resources  on  that  side  are 
likely  to  be  exiguous.  He  would  prefer  the  Princess 
of  Mecklenburg,  Semi-Eussian  Catharine  or  Anna,  of 
whom  we  have  heard;  would  prefer  the  Princess  of 
Eisenach  (whose  name  he  does  not  know  rightly); 
thinks  there  are  many  Princesses  preferabla  Most  of 
all  he  would  prefer,  what  is  well  known  of  him  in  To- 
bacco-Parliament, but  known  to  be  impossible,  this 
long  while  back,  to  go  upon  a  round  of  travel,  —  as 
for  instance  the  Prince  of  Lorraine  is  now  doing,  — 
and  look  about  him  a  little. 

These  candid  considerations  the  Crown-Prince  ear- 
nestly suggests  to  Grumkow,  and  the  secret  committee 
of  Tobacco-Parliament;  earnestly  again  and  again,  in 
his  Correspondence  with  that  gentleman,  which  goes  on 
very  brisk  at  present.  "Much  of  it  lost,"  we  hon^ 
but  enough,  and  to  spare,  is  saved!     Not  a  bai 
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Correspondence:  the  tone  of  it  shallow,  hard  of  heart; 
tragically  flippant,  especially  on  the  Crown-Prince's 
part;  now  and  then,  even  a  touch  of  the  hypocritical 
from  him,  slight  touch  and  not  with  will:  alas,  what 
can  the  poor  young  man  do?  Grumkow  —  whose 
ground,  I  think,  is  never  quite  so  secure  since  that 
Nosti  business,  —  professes  ardent  attachment  to  the 
real  interests  of  the  Prince;  and  does  solidly  advise 
him  of  what  is  feasible,  what  not,  in  headquarters:  very 
exemplary  ^* attachment;'^  credible  to  what  length,  the 
Prince  well  enough  knows.  And  so  the  Correspondence 
is  unbeautiful;  not  very  descriptive  even,  —  for  poor 
Friedrich  is  considerably  under  mask,  while  he  writes 
to  that  address;  and  of  Grumkow  himself  we  want  no 
more  "description;"  —  and  is,  in  fact,  on  its  own  score, 
an  avoidable  article  rather  than  otherwise;  though  per- 
haps the  reader,  for  a  poor  involved  Crown-Prince#'s 
sake,  will  wish  an  exact  Excerpt  or  two  before  we 
quite  dismiss  it 

Towards  turning  off  the  Brunswick  speculation,  or 
turning  on  the  Mecklenburg  or  Eisenach  or  any  other 
in  its  stead,  the  Correspondence  naturally  avails  nothing. 
Seckendorf  has  his  orders  from  Vienna:  Grumkow  has 
his  pension,  —  his  creambowl  duly  set,  —  for  helping 
Seckendorf.  Though  angels  pleaded,  not  in  a  tone  of 
tragic  flippancy,  but  with  the  voice  of  breaking  hearts, 
it  would  be  to  no  purpose.  The  Imperial  Majesties 
have  ordered,  Marry  him  to  Brunswick,  '*bind  him  the 
better  to  our  House  in  time  coming;"  nay  the  Hoyal 
mind  at  Potsdam  gravitates,   of  itself ,  that  way,   after 
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the  first  bint  is  given.  The  Imperial  will  has  become 
the  Paternal  one;  no  answer  but  obedience.  What 
Grumkow  can  do  will  be,  if  possible,  to  lead  or  drive 
the  Crown-Prince  into  obeying  smoothly,  or  without 
breaking  of  harness  again.  Which,  accordingly,  is 
pretty  much  the  sum  of  his  part  in  this  unlovely  Corre- 
spondence: the  geeho-ing  of  an  expert  wagoner,  who 
has  got  a  fiery  young  Arab  thoroughly  tied  into  his 
dastard  sandcart,  and  has  to  drive  him  by  voice,  or  at 
most  by  slight  crack  of  whip;  and  does  it.  Can  we 
hope,  a  select  specimen  or  two  of  these  Documents,  not 
on  Grumkow's  part,  or  for  Grumkow's  unlovely  sake, 
may  now  be  acceptable  to  the  reader?  A  Letter  or 
two  picked  from  that  large  stock,  in  a  legible  state, 
will  show  us  Father  and  Son,  and  how  that  tragic 
matter  went  on,  better  than  description  could. 

Papa's  Letters  to  the  Crown-Prince  during  that 
final  Ctlstrin  period,  when  Carzig  and  Himmelstadt 
were  going  on,  and  there  was  such  progress  in  Eco- 
nomics, are  all  of  hopeful  raggedly  affectionate  tenor; 
and  there  are  a  good  few  of  them:  style  curiously  rug- 
ged, intricate,  headlong;  and  a  strong  substance  of 
sense  and  worth  tortuously  visible  everywhere.  Letters 
so  delights  to  the  poor  retrieved  Crown-Prince  then 
and  there;  and  which  are  still  almost  pleasant  reading 
to  third-parties,  once  you  introduce  grammar  and  spell- 
ing. This  is  one  exact  specimen;  most  important  to 
the  Prince  and  us.  Suddenly,  one  night,  by  estafisttei 
his  Majesty,  meaning  nothing  but  kindness,  and  grateAd 
to  Seckendorf  and    Tobacco-Parliament  foi  isqa3(v 

Carlyhj  Frederic  the  Great.  IV.  Alb 
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idea,  proposes,  —  in  these  tenns  (merely  reduced  to 
English  and  the  common  spelling): 

'<  To  the  Crown-Prince  at  COstrm  (From  Papa) 

••Potsdam,  4th  Febmuy  17SS. 

"My  dear  Son  Fritz ,  —  I  am  very  glad  you  need  no  more 
*^  physic  Bat  you  must  have  a  care  of  yourself,  some  days 
"yet,  for  the  severe  weather;  which  gives  me  and  every- 
"body  colds:  so  pray  be  on  yonr  guard  (nekmet  Euch  kiibsch 
''inAcfU). 

"You  know,  my  dear  Son,  that  when  my  children  are 
"obedient.  Hove  them  much:  so,  when  yon  wereatBeriin, 
"I  from  my  heart  forgave  yon  everything;  and  from  that 
"Berlin  time,  since  I  saw  yon,  have  thought  of  nothing  but 
"of  yonr  well-being  and  how  to  establish  yon,  —  not  in  the 
"Army  only,  but  also  with  a  right  Step-danghter,  and  so 
"  see  yon  married  in  my  lifetime.  Yon  may  be  well  persoaded 
"I  have  had  the  Princesses  of  Grermany  taken  snrvey  of, 
"so  fEur  as  possible,  and  examined  by  tnisty  people,  what 
"their  conduct  is,  their  education  and  so  on:  and  so  a 
"Princess  has  been  found,  the  Eldest  one  of  Severn,  who 
"  is  well  brought  up,  modest  and  retiring,  as  women  ought 
«'tobe. 

"You  will,  without  dday  (dtb)  write  me  your  mind  on 
"this.  I  have  purchased  the  Yon  Katsch  House;  the  Feld- 
"marschall,**  old  Wartensleben,  poor  Katte's  grandfa^er, 
"as  Grovemor"  of  Berliu,  "wiU  get  that  to  live  in:  and  his 
"Grovenunent  House*  I  will  have  made-new  for  you,  and 

•  Fine  enough  old  House,  or  Palace,  baflt  by  the  Great  Kleetor;  gtren 
by  him  to  Qraf  Feldmaraehall  too  Sehomberg,  the  **Dake  Sehomberf  ** 
who  was  killed  In  the  Battle  of  the  Boyne:  ^aame  Hooae,  opposite  the 
^  Arsenal,  which  belongs  now  (1865)  to  his  Boyal  Highness  Prince  Friediieh 
••WilhelA  of Pxnasia.**  (Praon.  i.  73;  aai  OSmmrm  ie  Fr4dMe,  xxfU  Un. 
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«< famish  it  all;  and  give  yoa  enough  to  keep  house  your- 
"self  there;  and  will  command  you  into  the  Army,  April 
'^  coming*'  (which  is  quite  a  subordinate  stoiy,  your  Ma- 
jesty!). 

"  The  Princess  is  not  ugly ,  nor  beautiful.  You  must  men- 
"  tion  it  to  no  mortal ;  —  write  indeed  to  Mamma  {der  Mama) 
*'  that  I  have  written  to  you.  And  when  you  shall  have  a  Son, 
"I  will  let  you  go  on  your  Travels,  —  wedding,  however, 
*'  cannot  be  before  winter  next.  Meanwhile  I  will  try  and  con- 
•<  tdve  opportunity  that  you  see  one  another,  a  few  times ,  in 
*^all  honour,  yet  so  that  you  get  acquainted  with  her.  She 
*4s  a  God-fearing  cie&taie(ffottesfilrchtige8Men8ch),wMcih  is  all 
"in  all;  will  suit  herself  to  you"  (be  convportahleto  you)  "as 
"she  does  to  the  Parents-in-law. 

"God  give  his  blessing  to  it;  and  bless  You  and  your 
"Posterity,  and  keep  Thee  as  a  good  Christian.  And  have 
"God  always  before  your  eyes;  —  and  don't  believe  that 
"danmable  Particular  tenet"  (Predestination);  "and  be 
"  obedient  and  faithful :  so  shall  it,  here  in  Time  and  there  in 
* 'Eternity,  go  well  with  thee ;  —  and  whoever  wishes  that  from 
"the  heart,  let  him  say  Amen. 

"Your  true  Father  to  the  death, 

"FsiEDBICH  WiLHKLlC. 

"When  the  Duke  of  Lorraine  comes,  I  will  have  thee 
"  come.  I  think  thy  Bride  will  be  here  then.  Adieu ;  God  be 
"with  you."* 

This  important  Missive  reached  Cflstrin,  by  esta- 
fette,  that  same  midnight,  4th-5th  February;  when 
Woldeii,  "Hofinarschall  of  the  Prince's  Court"  (titular 

*  CEuvres  de  FridSric,  xzvii.  part  8d,  p.  66. 

15* 
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Goldstick  there,  but  with  abundance  of  real  functions 
laid  on  him),  had  the  honour  to  awaken  the  Crown- 
Prince  into  llie  joy  of  reading.  Crown-Prince  instantly 
despatched,  by  another  estafette,  the  requisite  responses 
to  Papa  and  Mamma,  — *of  which  Wolden  does  not 
know  the  contents  at  all,  not  he,  the  obsequious  Gold- 
stick;  —  but  doubtless  they  mean  "Yes,"  Crown-Prince 
appearing  so  overjoyed  at  this  splendid  evidence  of 
Papaya  love,  as  the  Goldstick  could  perceive.* 

What  the  Prince's  actual  amount  of  joy  was,  we 
shall  learn  better  from  the  following  three  successive 
utterances  of  his,  confidentially  despatched  to  Grumkow 
in  the  intermediate  days,  before  Berlin  or  this  *'Duke 
of  Lorraine"  (whom  our  readers  and  the  Crown-Prince 
are  to  wait  upon) ,  with  actual  sight  of  Papa  and  the 
Intended,  came  in  course.  Grumkow's  Letters  to  the 
Crown-Prince  in  this  important  interval  are  not  extant, 
nor  if  they  were  could  we  stand  them;  from  the  Prince's 
Answers  it  will  be  sufficiently  apparent  what  the  tenor 
of  them  was.  Utterance  first  is  about  a  week  after  that 
of  the  estafette  at  midnight: 

To  General  FeldmarschaU  von  Grumkow,  at  Potsdam  (From  the 

Crown-Prince). 

•  "  Cttstrin ,  11th  February  17Sf . 

"My  dear  General  and  Friend,  —  I  was  charmed  to  learn 
"by  your  Letter  that  my  afiPairs  are  on  so  good  a  footing" 

•  Woldeii*8  Letter  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  ••6th  Febraary  1782:"  in 
Preasa,  11.  part  Sd  (or  Urkundenbuck)  ^  p.  206.  Mamma's  answer  to  the 
message  brought  her  by  this  return  estafette,  a  mere  formal  Very^msll, 
written  from  the  Angers  outward,  exists  (CEuvres,  xxvi.  65);  the  reat  bare 
happily  vanlshedi 
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(Papa  80  well  satisfied  with  my  professions  of  obedience); 
"and  yon  may  depend  on  it  I  am  docile  to  follow  your  advice. 
"I  will  lend  myself  to  whatever  is  possible  for  me;  and  pro- 
**  vided  I  can  secure  the  King's  favour  by  my  obedience ,  I  will 
''  do  all  that  is  within  my  power. 

"Nevertheless,  in  making  my  bargain  with  the  Duke  of 
"Bevem,  manage  that  the  Corpus  Delicti**  (my  Intended)  "be 
"brought  up  under  her  Grandmother"  (Duchess  of  Brunswick- 
Wolf  enbiittel,  Ludwig  Rudolf's  Spouse,  an  airy  coquettish 
Lady,  —  let  her  be  the  tutoress  and  model  of  my  Intended, 
O  General).  "For  I  should  prefer  being  made  a"  —  what 
shall  we  say?  by  a  light  wife,  —  "or  to  serve  under  the 
"haughty /bn^on^c*  of  my  Spouse'*  (as  Ludwig  Budolf  does, 
by  all  accounts) ,  "  than  to  have  a  blockhead  who  would  drive 
"me  mad  by  her  ineptitudes ,  and  whom  I  should  be  ashamed 
"to  produce. 

"  I  beg  you  labour  at  this  affair.  When  one  hates  romance 
"heroines  as  heartily  as  I  do,  one  dreads  those  'virtues '  of  the 
"ferocious  type"  {les  vertus  f ar ouches ^  so  terribly  aware  that 
they  are  virtuous) ;  "  and  I  had  rather  marry  the  greatest"  — 
(unnameable)  —  "in  Berlin,  than  a  devotee  with  half-a-dozen 
"ghastly  hypocrites  (cagots)  at  her  beck.  If  it  were  still 
^'mdglich"  (possible,  in  German)  "to  make  her  Calvinist" 
(Riform^;  our  Court-Creed,  which  might  have  an  allaying 
tendency,  and  at  least  would  make  her  go  with  the  stream)? 
"But  I  doubt  that:  —  I  will  insist ,  however ,  that  her  Grand- 
"  mother  have  the  training  of  her.  What  you  can  do  to  help 
"in  this ,  my  dear  Friend ,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  do. 

"It  afflicted  me  a  little  that  the  King  still  has  doubts  of  me, 
"while  I  am  obeying  in  such  a  matter,  diametrically  opposite 
"  to  my  own  ideas.    In  what  way  shall  I  offer  stronger  proofs  ? 

*  Species  of  top-knot;  so  named  from  Fontange,  an  unfortunaU-femala 
of  Louis  Foarteenth^a ,  who  invented  tlie  ornament. 
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^ '  I  may  give  myself  to  the  Devil ,  it  will  be  to  no  purpose ;  no- 
« thing  but  the  old  song  over  again ,  doubt  on  doubt.  —  Don't 
^'imagine  I  am  going.to  disoblige  the  Duke,  theDuehess  or 
"the  Daughter,  I  beseech  you!  I  know  too  well  what  is  due 
'<to  them,  and  too  much  respect  their  merits,  not  to  observe 
'^  the  strictest  rules  of  what  is  proper,  —  even  if  I  hated  their 
''  progeny  and  them  like  the  pestilence. 

"I  hope  to  speak  to  you  with  open  heart  at  Berlin.*' 

''You  may  think,  too,  howl  shall  be  embarrassed,  liaving 
"to  do  the  Amoroso  perhaps  without  being  it,  and  to  take  an 
''  appetite  for  mute  ugliness,  —  for  I  don't  much  trust  Count 
'' Seckendorf s  taste  in  this  article,*'  —  in  spite  of  his-  testi- 
monies in  Tobacco-Parliament  and  elsewhere.  ''Monsieur! 
"  Once  more ,  get  this  Princess  to  learn  by  heart  the  Ecole  des 
^"^  Maris  and  the  Ecole  des  Femmes;  that  will  do  her  much  more 
"good  than  True  Christianity  by  the  late  Mr.  Amdtl*  If, 
"besides,  she  would  learn  steadiness  of  humour  (toujours 
^^danser  sur  un  pied),  learn  music;  and,  nota  bene,  become 
"  rather  too  free  than  too  virtuous ,  —  ah  then ,  my  dear  G^ene- 
"ral,  then  I  should  feel  some  liking  for  her,  and  a  Colin 
"marrying  a  Phyllis,  the  couple  would  be  in  accordance: 
"  but  if  she  is  stupid ,  naturally  I  renounce  the  Devil  and  her." 

"It  is  said  she  has  a  Sister,  who  at  least  has  common 

"sense.  Why  take  the  eldest,  if  so?  To  the  King  it  must 
"be  all  one.  There  is  also  a  Princess  Christina  Marie  of 
"Eisenach"  (real  name  being  Christina  Wilhelminaj  but  no  * 
matter),  "who  would  be  quite  my  fit,  and  whom  I  should 
"like  to  try  for.  In  fine,  I  mean  to  come  soon  into  your 
"  Countries  ;^^  and  perhaps  will  say  like  Csesar,  Vend,  vidi, 
''vid,'*  *  * 

*  Johann  Arndt  ("  late  "  this  long  while  back) :   Vom  wahren  ChrisHm- 
thum,  Magdeburg,  1610. 

««  Did  come,  26th  Febniary,  aa  we  shall  see* 
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Paragraph  of  tragic  compliments  to  Grumkow  we 
omit     Letter  ends  in  this  waj: 

**Your  Baireuth  News  is  very  inte):esting;  I  hope,  in 
"  September  next'*  (time  of  a  grand  problem  coming  there  for 
Wilhelmina) ,  "  my  Sister  will  recover  her  first  health.  If  I  go 
''travelling,  I  hope  to  have  the  consolation  of  seeing  her  for  a 
''fortnight  or  three  weeks:  I  love  her  more  than  my  life;  and 
"for  all  my  obediences  to  the  King,  surely  I  shaU  deserve  that 
"recompense.  The  diversions  for  the  Duke  of  Lorraine  are 
•"very  well  schemed;  but"  —  but  what  mortal  can  now  care 
about  them?    Close,  and  seal. "^ 

As  to  this  Duke  of  Lorraine  just  coming,  he  is 
Franz  Stephan,  a  pleasant  yoxmg  man  of  twenty-five, 
son  of  that  excellent  Duke  Leopold  Joseph,  whom 
yoting  Lyttelton  of  Hagley  was  so  taken  with,  while 
touring  in  those  parts  in  the  Congress-of-Soissons  time. 
Excellent  Duke  Leopold  Joseph  is  since  dead;  and 
this  Franz  has  succeeded  to  him,  —  what  succession 
there  was;  for  Lorraine  as  a  Dukedom  has  its  neck 
under  the  foot  of  France  this  great  while,  and  is  evi- 
dently  not  long  for  this  world.  Old  Fleury,  men  say, 
has  his  eye  upon  it  And  in  fact  it  was,  as  we  shall 
see,^  eaten  up  by  Fleury  within  four  years  time;  and 
this  Franz  proved  the  last  of  all  the  Dukes  there.  Let 
readers  notice  him:  a  man  of  high  destiny  otherwise, 
of  whom  we  are  to  hear  much.  For  ten  years  past  he 
has  lived  about  Vienna,  being  a  bom  Cousin  of  that 
House  (Grandmother  was  Kaiser  Leopold^s  own  Sister); 
and  it  is  understood,  nay  it  is  privately  settled,  he  is  to 

•  Forater,  iii.  160-162;  (Ewres  dePrddiric,  xvi.  87-39. 


232  fbiedbich's  appbbnticsshif,  last  stage,  [book  IX. 

Feb.  1782. 

many  the  transcendent  Archduchess,  peerless  Maria 
Theresa  herself;  and  is  to  reap,  he,  the  whole  harvest 
of  that  Pragmatic  Sanction  sown  with  snch  travail  of 
the  Universe  at  large.  May  be  King  of  the  Bomans 
(which  means  successor  to  tlie  Kaisership)  any  day; 
and  actual  Kaiser  one  day. 

We  may  as  well  say  here,  he  did  at  length  achieve 
these  dignities,  though  not  quite  in  the  time  or  on  the 
terms  proposed.  King  of  the  Eomans  old  Kaiser  Karl 
never  could  quite  resolve  to  make  him,  —  having 
always  hopes  of  male  progeny  yet;  which  never  came. 
For  his  peerless  Bride  he  waited  six  years  still  (owing 
to  accidents),  "attachment  mutual  all  the  while;"  did 
then  wed,  1738,  and  was  the  happiest  of  men  and 
expectant  Kaisers:  —  but  found,  at  length,  the  Prag- 
matic Sanction  to  have  been  a  strange  sowing  of  dra- 
gon's teeth,  and  the  first  harvest  reapable  from  it  a 
world  of  armed  men!  —  For  the  present  he  is  on  a 
grand  Tour,  for  instruction  and  other  objects;  has  been 
in  England  last;  and  is  now  getting  homewards  again, 
to  Vienna,  across  Germany;  conciliating  the  Courts  as 
he  goes.  A  pacific  friendly  eupeptic  yoimg  man:  Crown- 
Prince  Friedrich,  they  say,  took  much  to  him  in  Berlin; 
—  did  not  quite  swear  eternal  friendship;  but  kept  up 
some  correspondence  for  a  while,  and  *'once  sends  him 
a  present  of  salmon.*'  —  But  to  proceed  with  the  ut- 
terances to  Orumkow. 

Utterance  second  is  probably  of  prior  date;  but  in- 
troducible  here,  being  an  accidental  Fragment,  with  the 
date  lost: 
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To  (he  Feldmarschall  von  Grumkow  (From  the  Crown-Prince; 

exact  date  lost). 

"**  As  to  what  yon  tell  me  of  the  Princess  of  Mecklen- 
"  burg,"  for  whom  they  want  a  Brandenburg  Prince, — "  could 
*'  not  /  marry  her?  Let  her  come  into  this  Country,  and  think 
'*  no  more  of  Russia:  she  would  hare  a  Dowry  of  two  or  three 
"  millions  of  roubles ,  —  only  fancy  how  I  could  live  with  that ! 
*'  I  think  that  project  might  succeed.    The  Princess  is  Luthe- 

"ran ;  perhaps  she  objects  to  go  into  the  Greek  Church? 

"I  find  none  of  these  advantages  in  this  Princess  of  Bevem; 
* '  who ,  as  many  people ,  even  of  the  Duke's  Court ,  say ,  is  not 
"at  all  beautiful,  speaks  almost  nothing,  and  is  given  to 
"  pouting  (faisant  la  fdchie).  The  good  Eaiserinn  has  so  little 
"  herself,  that  the  sums  she  could  afford  her  Niece  would  be 
"  very  moderate."  * 

"Given  to  pouting,"  too!  No,  certainly;  your  Insi- 
pidity of  Brunswick,  without  prospects  of  ready  money; 
dangerous  for  cagotage;  "not  a  word  to  say  for  herself 
"in  company,  and  given  to  pouting:"  I  do  not  reckon 
her  the  eligible  article!  — 

Seckendorf,  Schulenburg,  Grumkow  and  all  hands 
are  busy  in  this  matter;  geeho-ing  the  Crown-Prince 
towards  the  mark  set  before  him.  With  or  without 
explosion,  arrive  there  he  must;  other  goal  for  him  is 
none!  —  In  the  mean  while,  it  appears,  illustrious 
Franz  of  Lorraine,  coming  on,  amid  the  proper  demon- 
strations, through  Magdeburg  and  the  Prussian  Towns, 
has  caught  some  slight  illness,  and  been  obliged  to 

*  Fragment  given  in  Seckendorf s  Leben,  iii*  249  n. 
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panse;  so  that  Berlin  cannot  have  the  happiness  of 
seeing  him  quite  so  soon  as  it  expected.  The  high 
guests  invited  to  meet  Duke  Franz,  especially  the  high 
Brunswicks,  are  abeady  there.  High  Brunswicks, 
Beyem  with  Duchess,  and  still  more  important,  with 
Son  and  with  Daughter:  —  insipid  Corpus  delicti  her- 
self has  appeared  on  the  scene;  and  G-rumkow,  we 
find,  has  been  writing  some  description  of  her  to  the 
Crown-Prince.  Description  of  an  unfavourable  nature; 
below  the  truth,  not  above  it,  —  to  avert  disappoint- 
ment, nay  to  create  some  gleam  of  inverse  joy,  when 
the  actual  meeting  occurs.  That  is  his  art  in  driving 
the  fiery  little  Arab  ignominiously  yoked  to  him;  and 
it  is  clear  he  has  overdone  it,  for  once.  This  is  Fried- 
rich's  third  utterance  to  him;  much  the  most  emphatic 
there  is: 

To  (he  General  FeldmarschcUl  von  Orumkow. 

"CUstrin,  19th  February  1732. 

*' Judge,  my  dear  General,  if  I  can  have  been  much 
"charmed  with  the  description  you  give  of  the  abominable  ob- 
"ject  of  my  desires!  For  the  love  of  God,  disabuse  the  Eling 
"in  regard  to  her*'  (show  him  that  she  is  a  fool,  then);  "and 
"let  him  remember  well  that  fools  commonly  are  the  most 
"  obstinate  of  creatures. 

"  Some  months  ago  he  wrote  a  Letter  to  Wolden ,"  the  ob- 
sequious Goldstick,  "of  his  giving  me  the  choice  of  several 
"Princesses:  I  hope  he  will  not  give  himself  the  lie  in  that. 
"I  refer  you  entirely  to  the  Letter,  which  Schulenburg  will 
"have  delivered,"  —  little  Schulenburg  called  here,  in  passing 
your  way ;  all  hands  busy.    "For  there  is  no  hope  of  wealth. 
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^*no  reasoning,  nor  chance  of  fortune  that  could  change  my 
^'  sentiment  as  expressed  there**  (namely ,  that  I  will  not  have 
her,  whatever  become  of  me):  "  and  miserable  for  miserable, 
^'it  is  all  one!  Let  the  King  but  think  that  it  is  not  for  him- 
**  self  he  is  marrying  me ,  but  for  myself;  nay  he  too  will  have 
*^  a  thousand  chagrins ,  to  see  two  persons  hating  one  another, 
*^and  the  miserablest  marriage  in  the  world;  —  to  hear  their 
**  mutual  complaints ,  which  will  be  to  him  so  many  reproaches 
^^  for  having  fashioned  the  instrument  of  our  yoke.  As  a  good 
'<  Christian ,  let  him  consider ,  If  it  is  well  done  to  wish  to  force 
''people;  to  cause  divorces,  and  to  be  the  occasion  of  all  the 
*'  sins  that  an  ill-assorted  marriage  leads  us  to  conmiit !  I  am 
''determined  to  front  everything  in  the  world  sooner:  and 
"since  things  are  so,  you  may  in  some  good  way  apprise 
"  the  Duke"  of  Bevem  '*  that ,  happen  what  may ,  I  never  will 
"have  her. 

"I  have  been  unfortunate  (malheureux)  all  my  life;  and  I 
"think  it  is  my  destiny  to  continue  so.  One  must  be  patient, 
"and  take  the  time  as  it  comes.  Perhaps  a  sudden  tract  of 
"good  fortune,  on  the  back  of  all  the  chagrins  I  have  made 
"profession  of  ever  since  I  entered  this  world,  would  have 
"made  me  too  proud.  In  a  word,  happen  what  will,  I  have 
"  nothing  to  reproach  myself  with.  I  have  sulffered  sufBciently 
"for  an  exaggerated  crime'*  (that  of  'attempting  to  desert;' 
—  Heavens!)  —  "and  I  will  not  engage  myself  to  extend 
"my  miseries  (chagrins)  into  future  times.  I  have  still  re- 
" sources:  —  a  pistol-shot  can  deliver  me  from  my  sorrows  and 
"my  life :  and  I  think  a  merciful  Grod  would  not  damn  me  for 
"that;  but  taking  pity  on  me,  would,  in  exchange  for  a  life 
"of  wretchedness,  grant  me  salvation.  This  is  witherward 
"despair  can  lead  a  young  person,  whose  blood  is  not  so 
"quiescent  as  if  he  were  seventy.  I  have  a  feeling  of  myself, 
** Monsieur;  and  perceive  that,  when  one  hates  tliQ  TCL<ei\)d!c^ 


.  > 
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**  of  force  as  much  as  I ,  our  boiling  blood  will  cany  us  always 
"towards  extremities.'* 

*  *  "If  there  are  honest  people  in  the  world,  they  must 
"think  how  to  save  me  from  one  of  the  most  perilous  passages 
"  I  have  ever  been  in.  I  waste  myself  in  gloomy  ideas ;  I  fear 
"I  shall  not  be  able  to  hide  my  grief,  on  comine  to  Berlin. 
"  This  is  the  sad  state  I  am  in;  —  but  it  will  never  make  me 
"change  from  being,*'  —  surely  to  an  excessiye  degree,  the 
illustrious  Grumkow's  most  &c.  &c 

"FBmnxcH." 

"I  have  receiyed  a  Letter  from  the  King;  all  agog  (Uen 
"  coi0)  about  the  Princess.  I  think  I  may  still  finish  the 
"week  here.*^  When  his  first  fire  of  approbation  is  spent, 
"you  might,  praising  her  all  the  while,  lead  him  to  notice 
"her  faults.  Mon  Dieu,  has  he  not  already  seen  what  an  ill- 
" assorted  marriage  comes  to,  —  my  Sister  of  Anspach  and 
"her  Husband,  who  hate  one  another  like  the  fire!  He  has 
"  a  thousand  rexationsfromit  every  day.  **  And  what  aim  has 
"  the  Eang?  If  it  is  to  assure  himself  of  me ,  that  is  not  the 
'  *  way.  Madame  of  Eisenach  might  do  it ;  but  a  fool  not  (po»nl 
"  une  bete)  ;  —  on  the  contrary ,  it  is  morally  impossible  to  love 
"  the  cause  of  our  misery.  The  King  is  reasonable ;  and  I  am 
"  persuaded  he  will  understand  this  himself."  ** 

I 

Very  passionate  pleading*,  but  it  might  as  well  ad- 
dress itself  to  the  east-winds.  Have  east-winds  a  heart, 
that  they  should  feel  pity?  Jami-bleu^  Herr  Feldzeug- 
meister,  —  only  take  care  he  don^t  overset  things 
again! 

Grumkow,  in  these  same  hours,  is  writing  a  Letter 

*  26thi  did  arrlTe  in  Berlin:  Preasa  (in  (Emret,  xxvit.  part  Sd,  p«58a.). 
••  (Emr0s  49  FridMc,  xTi.  41-43. 
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to  the  Prince,  which  we  still  have,*  How  charmed  his 
Majesty  is   at  such  obedience;    "shed  tears  of  joy," 
writes  Grumkow,  "and  said  it  was  the  happiest  day  of 
his  life/'     Judge  Grumkow's  feelings  soon  after,  on 
this   furious   recalcitration  breaking  out!     Grumkow's 
Answer,  which  also  we  still  have,**  is  truculence  itself 
in  a  polite  form:  —  horrorstruck  as  a  Christian  at  the 
suicide  notion,  at  the  —  in  fact  at  the  whole  matter; 
and  begs,  as  a  humble  individual,  not  wishful  of  violent 
death  and  destruction  upon  self  and  family,  to  wash 
his  poor  hands  of  it  altogether.    Dangerous  for  the  like 
of  him:  "interfering  between  Boyal  Father  and  Boyal 
"Son  of  such  opposite  humours,  would  break  the  neck 
"of  any  man,"  thinks  Grumkow;    and  sums-up  with 
this  pidiy  reminiscence:    "I  remember  always  what  the 
"King  said  to  me  at  Wusterhausen,  when  your  Boyal 
"Highness  lay  prisoner  in  the  Castle  of  Ctistrin,  and  I 
"wished  to  take  your  part:    ^Nein^  Grumkow,  denket  an 
^^'dUae  Stelle,   Qott  gehe  doss  ick  nicht  wahr  rede^  aber 
*^mem  Sohn  stirht  nicht  einea  natUrlichen  Todes;  und  Qott 
^^ffebe  dasa  er  nicht  unter  Henhers  Hdnde  kamme.     No, 
^Qmmkow,  think  of  what  I  now  tell  you:  G^d  grant 
*it  do  not  come  true,  —  but  my  Son  won*t  die  a  na- 
tural death;    God  grant  he  do  not   come  into  the 
Hangman^s  hands  yet  I*    I  shuddered  at  these  words, 
nd  the  King  repeated  them  twice  to  me:    that  is 
oe,  or  may  I  never  see  Gt>d's  face,  or  have  part  in 
e   merits    of  Our  Lord."  —  The    Crown-Frince*s 
oadings"  may  fitly  terminate  here. 

•  aSwtret  de  Fridiric,  xri.  48.  «»  lb.  ^wMnlft* 
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S«th  Feb.  17». 

Duke  of  Lorraine  arrives  in  Potsdam ,  and  in  Berlin. 

Satnrdaj,  23d  February  1732,  his  Serene  Blglmess 
of  Lorrwie  did  at  length  come  to  hand.     Arrived  in 
Potsdam  that  day;   where  the  two  Majesties,  with  die 
Serene  Bevems,  with  the  Prince  Alexander  of  Wttrtem- 
berg,  and  the  other  high  gaests,  had  been  some  time 
in  expectation.     Suitable  persons  invited  for  the  occa- 
sion: Bevem,  a  titolar  Austrian  Feldmarschall;  Prince 
Alexander  of  Wiirtemberg,    an  actual  one  (poor  old 
Eberhard  Ludwig's  Cousin,  and  likely  to  be  Heir  there 
soon):  high  quasi- Austrian  Serenities;  —  not  to  mention 
Schulenburg  and  others  officially  related  to  Austria,  or 
acquainted  with  it    Nothing  could  be  more  distmgnished 
than  the  welcome  of  Duke  Franz;  and  the  things  he 
saw  and  did,  during  his  three-weeks  visit,  are  wonde^ 
ful  to  Fassmann  and  the  extinct  Grazetteers.     Saw  the 
Potsdam  Giants  do  their  ^^exerdUa^*^  transcendent  in 
perfection;  had  a  boarhunt;  '^did  divine-service  in  die 
Potsdam  Catholic  Church;"  —  went  by  himself  to  Span- 
dau,  on  the  Tuesday  (26ih),  where  all  the  guns  broke 
forth,  and  dinner  was  ready:  King,  Queen  and  Flurtj 
having  made  off  for  Berlin,  in  the  interim,  to  be  ready 
for  his  advent  there  *^in  the  evening  about  five.''    Ma- 
jesties wait  at  Berlin,    with   their   Party,  —  among 
whom,  say  the  old  Newspapers,  *^ is  his  Roy al  HighnefiS 
the  Crown-Prince:"  Crown-Prince  just  come  in  firom 
Ciistrin;  just  blessed  with  the  first  sight  of  his  Charmer, 
whom  he  finds  perceptibly  less  detestable  than  he  ex- 
j)ected. 
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Serene  Highness  of  Lorraine  arrived  punctually  at 
five,  with  outburst  of  all  the  artilleries  and  hospitalities; 
balls,  soirees,  exercitia  of  the  Kleist  Eegiment,  of  the 
Grens  d^ Amies;  dinners  with  Grumkow,  dinners  with 
Seckendorf,  evening  party  with  the  Margravine  Philip 
(Margravine  in  high  colours);  —  one  scenic  miracle 
succeeding  another,  for  above  a  fortnight  to  come. 

The  very  first  spectacle  his  Highness  saw,  a  private 
one,  and  of  no  intense  interest  to  him,  we  shall  mention 
here  for  our  own  behoof.  ^^An  hour  after  his  arrival 
"the  Duke  was  carried  away  to  his  Excellency  Herr 
'^Creutz  the  Finance  Minister's;  to  attend  a  wedding 
"there,  along  with  his  Majesty.  Wedding  of  Excellency 
"Creutz's  only  Daughter  to  the  Herr  liofj&germeister 
"von  Hacke,"  —  Hofjdgermeister  (Master  of  the  Hunt), 
and  more  specifically  Captain  Hacke,  of  the  Potsdam 
Guard  or  Giant  regiment,  much  and  deservedly  a  fa- 
vourite with  his  Majesty.  Majesty  has  known,  a  long 
while,  the  merits  military  and  other  of  this  Hacke;  a 
valiant  expert  exact  man,  of  good  stature,  good  service 
among  the  Giants  and  otherwise,  though  not  himself 
gigantic;  age  now  turned  of  thirty;  —  and  unluckily 
little  but  his  pay  to  depend  on.  Majesty,  by  way  of 
increment  to  Hacke,  small  increment  on  the  pecuniary 
side,  has  lately  made  him  "Master  of  the  Hunt;"  will, 
before  long,  make  him  Adjutant-General,  and  his  right- 
hand  man  in  Army  matters,  were  he  only  rich;  —  has, 
in  the  mean  while,  made  this  excellent  match  for  him; 
which  supplies  that  defect.  Majesty  was  the  making  of 
Creatz  himself;  who  is  grown  very  rich,  and  ba&  Vral 
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one  Daughter:  "Let  Hacke  have  her!"  his  Majesiy  ad- 
vised; —  and  snatches  off  the  Duke  of  Loiraine  to  see 
it  done.* 

Did  the  reader  ever  hear  of  Finance-Minister  Crentz, 
once  a  poor  Eegiments- Auditor,  when  his  Migeslyi  as 
yet  Crown -Prince,  found  talent  in  him?  Can  readers 
fish  up  from  their  memory,  twenty  years  hack,  anything 
of  a  terrific  Spectre  walking  in  the  Berlin  Place,  for 
certain  nights,  during  that  ^^Stralsund  Expedition*'  or 
famed  Swedish-War  time,  to  the  terror  of  mankind? 
Terrific  Spectre,  thought  to  be  in  Swedish  pay,  —  pro- 
perly a  spy  Scullion,  in  a  small  concern  of  Gromkow 
v^r^u^  Creutz?**  This  is  the  same  Creutz;  of  whom  we 
have  never  spoken  more,  nor  shall  again,  now  that  his 
rich  Daughter  is  well  married  to  Hacke,  a  favourite  of 
his  Migesty's  and  ours.  It  was  the  Duke's  first  sight 
in  Berlin;  February  26th;  prologue  to  the  flood  of 
scenic  wonders  there. 

But  perhaps  the  wonderfullest  thing,  had  he  quite 
understood  it,  was  that  of  the  10th  March,  which  he 
was  invited  to.  Last  obligation  laid  upon  the  Grown- 
Prince,  *^to  bind  him  to  the  House  of  Austria,**  that 
evening.  Of  which  take  this  account,  external  and  in- 
tOTual,  firom  authentic  Documents  in  our  hand. 


*«  Ant««,  ToL  U.  pp«  i;S-lT7;  WUbelmiaa. 
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Betrothed  of  the  Crown^Prince  to  the  Brunswick  Charmer^ 
Niece  of  Imperial  Majesty^  Monday  Evening^ 
10th  March  1732. 

Document  first  is  of  an  internal  nature,  from  the 
Prince's  own  hand,    written  to  his   Sister  four  days 

before: 

**  To  ike  Princess  Wilhelmina  at  Baireuth, 

"Berlin,  6th  March  1782. 

"My  dearest  Sister,  —  Next  Monday  comes  my  Betrothal, 
"  which  will  be  done  just  as  yours  was.  The  Person  in  question 
''is  neither  beautiful  nor  ugly,  not  wanting  for  sense,  but 
''very  iU  brought  up,  timid,  and  totally  behind  in  manners 
"and  social  behaviour  (mameres  du  savoir-vivre):  that  is  the 
"candid  portrait  of  this  Princess.  You  may  judge  by  that, 
"  dearest  Sister ,  if  I  find  her  to  my  taste  or  not.  The  greatest 
"merit  she  has  is  that  she  has  procured  me  the  liberty  of 
''writing  to  you;  which  is  the  one  solacement  I  have  in  your 
"  absence. 

"You  never  can  believe,  my  adorable  Sister,  how  con- 
"cemed  I  am  about  your  happiness;  all  my  wishes  centre 
'*  there ,  and  every  mom  ent  of  my  life  I  form  such  wishes.  You 
"may  see  by  this  that  I  preserve  still  that  sincere  friendship 
"which  has  united  our  hearts  from  our  tenderest  years:  — 
"recognise  at  least,  my  dear  Sister,  that  you  did  me  a  sen- 
"sible  wrong  when  you  suspected  me  of  fickleness  towards 
"you,  and  believed  false  reports  of  my  listening  to  tale- 
" bearers;  me,  who  love  only  you,  and  whom  neither  ab- 
"sence  nor  lying  rumours  could  change  in  respect  of  you. 
"At  least  don't  again  believe  such  things  on  my  score,  and 
"never  mistrust  me  till  you  have  had  clear  proof,  —  or  till 
"  €k)d  has  forsaken  me ,  and  I  have  lost  my  wits.  And  being 
"persuaded  that  such  miseries  are  not  in  store  to  overwhelm 
Carlyles  Frederic  the  Great,  IV,  1^ 
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"me,  I  here  repeat  how  much  I  love  you,  and  with  what  re- 
"  spect  and  sincere  veneration ,  —  I  am  and  shall  be  till  death, 
«  my  dearest  Sister,  —  Your  most  humble  and  £uthfdl  Brother 
"  and  Valet ,  —  Fbiderich."  * 

That  was  on  the  Thursday;  Betrothal  is  on  the 
Monday  following.  Document  second  is  from  poor  old 
Fassmann,  and  quite  of  external  nature;  which  we  much 
abridge: 

"Monday  evemng,  all  creatures  are  in  gala,  and  the 
"Royal  Apartments  upstairs  are  brilliantly  alight;  Duke  of 
"Lorraine  with  the  other  high  strangers  are  requested  to  take 
"their  place  up  there,  and  wait  for  a  short  while.  Prussian 
"  Majesty ,  Queen  and  Crown-Prince  with  him,  proceeds  then, 
"in  a  solemn  official  manner,  to  the  Durchlaucht  of  Bevem*! 
"Apartment ,  in  a  lower  floor  of  the  Palace ;  where  the  Bevem 
"Party,  Duke,  Duchess,  Son  and  intended  Charmer  ar& 
"Prussian  Majesty  asks  the  Durchlaucht  and  Spouse, 
"  *•  Whether  the  Marriage ,  some  time  treated  of,  between  that 
"*  their  Princess  here  present,  and  this  his  Crown -Prince 
"'likewise  here,  is  really  a  thing  to  their  mind?*  Serene 
"Spouses  answer,  to  the  effect,  'Tea  surely,  very  much!* 
"Upon  which  they  all  solemnly  ascend  to  the  Boyal  Aparfe- 
"ments  up  stairs"  (where  we  have  seen  Wilhelmina  dancing 
before  now),  "where  Lorraine,  Wurtemberg  and  the  other 
"sublimities  are  in  waiting.  Lorraine  and  the  sublimitieB 
"form  a  semicircle ;  with  the  two  Majesties,  and  pair  of  young 
"creatures,  in  the  centre*  You  young  creatures,  you  are  of 
"  one  intuition  with  your  parents  in  this  matter?  Alas ,  there 
"  is  no  doubt  of  it  Pledge  yourselves ,  then ,  by  exchange  of 
"rings!  said  his  Majesty  with  due  business  brevity.  The 
« rings  are  exdianged :  Migesty  onbraoes  the  two  young  crea- 

•  ffivrtt  ito  Preiirie,  xxTii.  part  Ut,  y.  ft. 
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''tares  with  great  tenderness;"  as  do  Queen  and  Serenities; 
and  then  all  the  world  takes  to  embracing  and  congratulating: 
and  so  the  Betrothal  is  a  finished  thing.  Bassoons  and  violins, 
striking  up ,  whirl  it  off  in  universal  dancing ,  —  in  **  supper  of 
"above  Two  hundred  and  sixty  persons ,"  princely,  or  other- 
wise sublime  in  rank,  "with  spouses  and  noble  ladies  there" 
in  the  due  proportion.* 

Here  is  fraction  of  another  Note  from  the  Crown- 
Prince  to  his  Sister  at  Baireuth,  a  fortnight  after  that 
event: 

Berlin  y  24:th  March  1732  (To  Prmcess  Wilhelmina).  —  *  * 
"God  be  praised  that  you  are  better,  dearest  Sister!  Tor 
"nobody  can  love  you  more  tenderly  than  I  do.  —  As  to  the 
"Princess  of  Bevem"  (my  Betrothed),  "the Queen"  (Mamma, 
whom  you  have  been  consulting  on  these  etiquettes)  "  bids  me 
>^ answer,  That  you  need  not  style  her  'Highness,'  and  that 
*'  you  may  write  to  her  quite  as  to  an  indifferent  Princess.  As 
"to  'kissing  of  the  hands,'  I  assure  you  I  have  not  kissed 
"them,  nor  will  kiss  them;  they  are  not  pretty  enough  to 
"tempt  one  that  way.  God  long  preserve  you  in  perfect 
"  health!  And  you,  preserve  for  me  always  the  honour  of  your 
"good  graces;  and  believe,  my  charming  Sister,  that  never 
"brother  in  the  world  loved  with  such  tenderness  a  sister  so 
*'  charming  as  mine ;  in  short ,  believe ,  dear  Sister,  that  with- 
" out  compliments,  and  in  literal  truth,  lam  yours  wholly  (tout 
"^  vous):  Fbidbbioh."** 

This  is  the  Betrothal  of  the  Crown-Prince  to  an  In* 
sipidity  of  Brunswick*  Insipidity's  private  feelings,  per- 
haps of  a  languidly  glad  sort,  are  not  known  to  as; 

*  Fassmann,  pp.  432-438.  **  lb.  zxtU.  part.  Ist,  p.  5. 

16* 
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Crown-Princess  we  have  in  part  seen.  He  has  decided 
to  accept  his  fate  without  a  murmur  farther.  Against 
his  poor  Bride  or  her  qualities  not  a  word  more.  In 
the  Schloss  of  Berlin,  amid  such  tempests  of  female 
gossip  (Mamma  still  secretly  corresponding  with  Eng- 
land), he  has  to  he  very  reserved,  on  this  head  espe- 
cially. It  is  understood  he  did  not,  in  his  heart,  nearly 
so  much  dislike  the  insipid  Princess  as  he  wished  Papa 
to  think  he  did. 

Duke  Franz  of  Lorraine  went  off  ^hove  a  week  ago, 
on  the  Saturday  following  the  Betrothal;  an  amiahle 
serene  young  gentleman,  well -liked  hy  the  Crown- 
Prince  and  everybody.  "He  avoided  the  Saxon  Court, 
"though  passing  near  it,^'  on  his  way  to  oldKur-Maintz; 
"which  is  a  sign,"  thinks  Fassmann,  "that  mutual  mat- 
"ters  are  on  a  weak  footing  in  that  quarter;"  —  Prag* 
matic  Sanction  never  accepted  there,  and  plenty  of  in- 
tricacies existing.  Crown-Prince  Friedrich  may  now  go 
to  Buppin  and  the  Begiment  Goltz;  his  business  and 
destinies  being  now  all  reduced  to  a  steady  condition; — 
steady  sky,  rather  leaden,  instead  of  the  tempestuous 
thunder -and -lightning  weather  which  there  heretofore 
was.  Leaden  sky,  he,  if  left  well  to  himself,  will  per- 
haps brighten  a  little.  Study  will  be  possible  to  him; 
improvement  of  his  own  faculties,  at  any  rate.  It  is 
much  his  determination.  Outwardly,  besides  drilling 
the  Begiment  Goltz,  he  will  have  a  steady  correspon- 
dence to  keep  up  with  his  Brunswick  Charmer;  —  let 
him  see  that  he  be  not  slack  in  that 
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CBCAPTER  n. 

SMALL  INCIDENTS  AT  RUPPIN. 

Friedrich,  after  some  farther  pause  in  Berlin,  till 
things  were  got  ready  for  him,  went  to  Euppin.  This 
is  in  the  Spring  of  1732;*  and  he  continued  to  have 
his  residence  there  till  August  1736.  Four  important 
years  of  young  life;  of  which  we  must  endeavour  to 
give,  in  some  intelligihle  condition,  what  traces  go 
hovering  ahout  in  such  records  as  there  are. 

Ruppin,  where  lies  the  main  part  of  the  Regiment 
Goltz,  and  where  the  Crown-Prince  Colonel  of  it  dwells, 
is  a  quiet  dull  little  Town,  in  that  northwestern  region; 
inhahitants,  grown  at  this  day  to  be  10,000,  are  per- 
haps guessable  then  at  2,000.  Regiment  Groltz  daily 
rolls  its  drums  in  Ruppin:  Town  otherwise  lifeless 
enough,  except  on  market-days;  and  the  grandest  event 
ever  known  in  it,  this  removal  of  the  Crown-Prince 
thither,  —  which  is  doubtless  much  a  theme,  and  proud 
temporary  miracle,  to  Ruppin  at  present.  Of  society 
there  or  in  the  neighbourhood,  for  such  a  resident,  we 
hear  nothing. 

Quiet  Ruppin  stands  in  grassy  flat  country,  much 
of  which  is  natural  moor,  and  less  of  it  reclaimed  at 

*  Still  in  Berlin,  6th  March;  dates  from  Nanen  (in  the  Rappin  nefgli- 
boorhood)  for  the  first  time,  25th  April  1783,  among  his  Letters  yet  eztanti 
Preoss,  (Evvres  de  Fridirio,  xzTii.  part  1st,  p.  4;  ztI.  49. 
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that  time  than  now.  The  environs,  except  that  they 
are  a  bit  of  the  Earth,  and  have  a  bit  of  the  sky  over 
them,  do  not  set  up  for  loveliness.  Natural  woods 
abound  in  that  region;  also  peatbogs  not  yet  drained; 
and  fishy  lakes  and  meres,  of  a  dark  complexion: 
plenteous  cattle  there  are,  pigs  among  them;  —  thick- 
soled  husbandmen  inarticulately  toiling  and  moiling. 
Some  glass-furnaces,  a  royal  establishment,  are  the  only 
manufactures  we  hear  of.  Not  a  picturesque  country; 
but  a  quiet  and  innocent,  where  work  is  cut  out,  and 
one  hopes  to  be  well  left  alone  after  doing  it  This 
Crown-Prince  has  been  in  far  less  desirable  localities. 

He  had  a  reasonable  house,  two  houses  made  into 
one  for  him,  in  the  place.  He  laid  out  for  himself  a 
garden  in  the  outskirts,  with  what  they  call  a  "temple" 
in  it,  —  some  more  or  less  ornamental  garden-house, 
—  from  which  I  have  read  of  his  "letting  off  rockets" 
in  a  summer  twilight.  Eockets  to  amuse  a  small 
dinner-party,  I  should  guess,  —  dinner  of  Officers,  such 
as  he  had  weekly  or  twice  a  week.  On  stiller  evenings 
we  can  fancy  him  there  in  solitude;  reading  meditative, 
or  musically  fluting;  —  looking  out  upon  the  silent 
death  of  Day:  how  the  summer  gloaming  steals  over 
the  moorlands,  and  over  all  lands;  shutting  up  tiie  toil 
of  mortals ;  their  very  flocks  and  herds  collapsing  into 
silence,  and  the  big  Skies  and  endless  Times  over- 
arching  him  and  them.  With  thoughts  perhaps  sombre 
enough  now  and  then,  but  profitable  if  he  face  them 
piously. 

His  Father^s  affection  is  returning;  would  so  &in 
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retnm  if  it  durst  Bnt  the  heart  of  Papa  has  been 
sadly  torn  up:  it  is  too  good  news  to  be  qnite  believed, 
tihat  he  has  a  son  grown  wise,  and  doing  son-like! 
Bnmonr  also  is  very  bnsy,  mmonr  and  the  TobajV^o- 
Parliament  for  or  against;  a  little  minotir  is  capable 
of  stirring  up  great  storms  in  the  suspicions  paternal 
mind.  All  along  during  Friedrich^s  abode  at  Buppin, 
this  is  a  constantly  recurring  weather-symptom;  very 
grievous  now  and  then;  not  to  be  guarded  against  by 
any  precaution;  —  though  steady  persistence  in  the 
proper  precaution  will  abate  it,  and  as  good  as  remove 
it,  in  course  of  time.  Already  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
begins  to  understand  that  **  there  is  much  in  this  Fritz,^^ 
—  who  knows  how  much,  though  of  a  different  type 
from  Papa^s?  —  and  that  it  will  be  better  if  he  and 
Papa,  so  discrepant  in  type,  and  ticklishly  related 
otherwise,  live  not  too  constantly  together,  as  hereto- 
fore. Which  is  emphatically  the  Crown-Prince's  notion 
too. 

I  perceive  he  read  a  great  deal  at  Kuppin:  what 
Books  I  know  not  specially;  but  judge  theih  to  be  of 
more  serious  solid  quality  than  formerly;  and  that  his 
reading  is  now  generally  a  kind  of  studying  as  well. 
Not  the  express  Sciences  or  Technologies;  not  these, 
in  any  sort,  —  except  the  military,  and  that  ah  express 
exception.  These  he  never  cared  for,  or  regarded  as 
the  noble  knowledges  for  a  king  or  man.  History  and 
Moral  Speculation;  what  mankind  have  done  and  been 
in  this  world  (so  far  as  "History''  will  give  one  any 
glimpse  of  that),  and  what  the  wisest  men,  poetical  oc 
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other,  have  thought  about  xnankiiid  and  their  world: 
this  is  what  he  evidently  had  the  appetite  for;  appetite 
insatiable,  which  lasted  with  him  to  the  very  end  of 
hii^days.  Fontenelle,  Eollin,  Voltaire,  all  the  then 
FiMch  lights,  and  gradually  others  that  lay  deeper  in 
the  firmament:  —  what  suppers  of  the  gods  one  may 
privately  have  at  Euppin,  without  expense  of  wine! 
Such  an  opportunity  for  reading  he  had  never  had 
before. 

In  his  soldier  business  he  is  punctual,  assiduous; 
having  an  interest  to  shine  that  way.  ■  And  is,  in  fact, 
appro vable  as  a  practical  officer  and  soldier,  by  the 
strictest  judge  then  living.  Eeads  on  soldiering  withal; 
studious  to  know  the  rationale  of  it,  the  ancient  and 
modem  methods  of  it,  the  essential  from  the  unessential 
in  it;  to  understand  it  thoroughly,  —  which  he  got  to 
do.  One  already  hears  of  conferences,  correspondences, 
with  the  Old  Dessauer  on  this  head:  "Account  of  the 
Siege  of  Stralsund,"  with  plans,  with  didactic  commen- 
taries, drawn  up  by  that  gunpowder  Sage  for  behoof 
of  the  Crown-Prince,  did  actually  exist,  though  I  know 
not  what  has  become  of  it.  Now  and  afterwards  this 
Crown-Prince  must  have  been  a  great  military  read^. 
From  Csesar^s  Commentaries^  and  earlier,  to  the  Cheva- 
lier Folard,  and  the  Marquis  Feuquifere;*  fropi  Epami- 
nondas   at  Leuctra  to  Charles  XTT.  at  Pultawa,   all 


*  M4moires  sur  la  Guerre  (specially  on  the  Wars  of  Loots  XIV. ,  in 
which  Feaqui^re  had  himself  shone):  a  new  Book  at  this  time  (Amsterdam, 
1781;  first  complete  edition  is,  Paris,  1770,  4  vols.  4to};  at  Rnppln,  and 
afterwards,  a  chief  fayonrita  with  Friedrich. 
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manner  of  Military  Histories,  we  perceive,  are  at  his 
finger-ends;  and  he  has  penetrated  into  the  essential 
heart  of  each,  and  learnt  what  it  had  to  teach  him. 
Something  of  this,  how  much  we  know  not,  hegan  at 
Euppin;  and  it  did  not  end  again. 

On  the  whole,  Friedrich  is  prepared  to  distinguish 
himself  henceforth  by  strictly  conforming,  in  all  out- 
ward particulars  possible,  to  the  paternal  T^ill,  and  be- 
coming the  most  obedient  of  sons.  Partly  from  policy 
and  necessity,  partly  also  from  loyalty;  for  he  loves 
this  rugged  Father,  and  begins  to  perceive  that  there 
is  more  sense  in  his  peremptory  notions  than  at  first 
appeared.  The  young  man  is  himself  rather  wild,  as 
we  have  seen,  with  plenty  of  youthful  petulance  and 
longings  after  forbidden  fruit.  'And  then  he  lives  in 
an  element  of  gossip ;  his  whole  life  enveloped  in  a  vast 
Dionysius'-Ear,  every  word  and  action  liable  to  be 
debated  in  Tobacco-Parliament.  He  is  very  scarce  of 
money,  too.  Papa's  allowance  being  extremely  mode- 
rate, "not  above  6,000  thalers  (900  Z.),"  says  Secken- 
dorf  once.*  There  will  be  contradictions  enough  to 
settle:  caution,  silence,  every  kind  of  prudence  will  be 
much  recommendable. 

In  all  outward  particulars  the  Crown-Prince  will 
conform;  in  the  inward,  he  will  exercise  a  judgment, 
and  if  he  cannot  conform,  will  at  least  be  carefrd  to 
hide.  To  do  his  Commandant  duties  at  Ruppin,  and 
avoid  offences,  is  much  his  determination.  We  observe 
he  takes  great  charge  of  his  men's  health;   has   the 

*  FSrster,  iii.  114  (Seekendorf  to  Engene). 
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Begiment  6olt2  in  a  sHiningly  exact  condition  at  the 
grand  reviews;  —  is  very  indnstrions  now  and  after- 
wards to  get  tall  recruits,  as  a  dainty  to  Papa.  Knows 
that  nothing  in  Nature  is  so  sure  of  conciliating  that 
strange  old  gentleman;  —  corresponds,  accordingly,  in 
distant  quarters;  lays  out,  now  and  afterwards,  sums 
far  too  heavy  for  his  means  upon  tall  recruits  for  Papa. 
But  it  is  good  to  conciliate  in  that  quarter,  by  ©very 
method,  and  at  every  expense;  —  Argus  of  Tobacco- 
Parliament  still  watching  one  there;  and  Bumour  need- 
ing to  be  industriously  dealt  with,  difficult  to  keep 
down. 

Such,  so  far  as  we  can  gather,  is  the  general  figure 
of  Friedrich*s  life  at  fluppin.  Specific  facts  of  it,  anec- 
dotes about  it,  are  few  in  those  dim  Books;  are  un- 
certain as  to  truth,  and  without  importance  whether 
true  or  not  For  all  his  gravity  and  Colonelship,  it 
would  appear  the  old  spirit  of  frolic  has  not  quitted 
him.  Here  are  two  small  incidents,  pointing  that  way; 
which  stand  on  record;  credible  enough,  though  vague 
and  without  importance  otherwise.  Incident  first  is  to 
the  following  feeble  effect;  indisputable,  though  ex- 
tremely unmomentous:  Eegiment  Goltz,  it  appears,  used 
to  have  gold  trimmings;  the  Colonel  Crown -Prince 
petitioned  that  they  might  be  of  silver,  which  he  liked 
better:  Papa  answers,  Yes.  Begiment  Groltz  gets  its 
new  regimentals  done  in  silver;  the  Colonel  proposes 
they  shall  solemnly  hum  their  old  regimentals.  And 
they  do  it,  the  Officers  of  them,  sub  dio^  perhaps  in 
the    Prince's    garden,    stripping    successively    in   the 
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"Temple"  there,  —  with  such  degree  of  genial  humour, 
lofud  laughter,  or  at  least  boisterous  mock-solemnity,  as 
may  be  in  them.  This  is  a  true  ihcident  of  the  Prince's 
histoiy,  though  a  small  one. 

Incident  second  is  of  slightly  more  significance;  and 
intimates,  not  being  quite  alone  in  its  kind,  a  question- 
able habit  or  method  the  Crown-Prince  must  have  had 
of  dealing  with  Clerical  Persons  hereabouts  when  they 
proved  troublesome.  Here  are  no  fewer  than  three 
such  Persons,  or  Parsons,  of  the  Buppin  Coimtry,  who 
got  mischief  by  him.  How  the  first  gave  offence  shall 
be  seen,  and  how  he  was  punished:  offences  of  the 
second  and  the  third  we  can  only  guess  to  have  been 
perhaps  pulpit -rebukes  of  said  punishment;  perhaps 
general  preaching  against  military  levities,  want  of 
piety,  nay  open  sinMness,  in  thoughtless  young  men 
with  cockades.  Whereby  the  thoughtless  young  men 
were  again  driven  to  think  of  nocturnal  charivari?  We 
will  give  the  story  in  Dr.  Biisching's  own  words,  who 
looks  before  and  after  to  great  distances,  in  a  way 
worth  attending  to.  The  Herr  Doctor,  and  endless 
Collector  and  Compiler  on  all  manner  of  subjects,  is 
very  authentic  always,  and  does  not  want  for  natural 
sense:  but  he  is  also  very  crude,  —  and  here  and 
there  not  far  from  stupid,  such  his  continual  haste,  and 
slobbeiy  manner  of  working  up  those  Hundred  and 
odd  Volumes  of  his:  * 


*  8«e  hia  Autobiography,  which  forms  Beytrigef  B.  yi.  (the  big geat  and 
Vat  Volame). 
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''  The  sangaine-choleric  temperament  of  Fiiedrich/'  says 
this  Doctor ,  **  drove  him ,  in  his  youth ,  to  sensual  enjoyments 
"and  wild  amusements ^f  different  kinds;  in  his  middle  age, 
*^to  fieiy  enterprises;  and  in  his  old  years  to  decisions  and 
'* actions  of  a  rigorous  and  vehement  nature;  yet  so  that  the 
*' primary  form  of  utterance,  as  seen  in  his  youth,  never  al- 
'^  together  ceased  with  him.  There  are  people  still  among  us 
** (1788)  who  have  had,  in  their  own  experience,  knowledge  of 
^  his  youthful  pranks ;  and  yet  more  are  living,  who  know  that 
'*  he  himself,  at  table,  would  gaily  recount  what  merry  strokes 
"  were  done  by  him,  or  by  his  order,  in  those  young  years.  To 
"  give  an  instance  or  two. 

"While  he  was  at  Neu-Ruppin  as  Colonel  of  the  Infantry 
''Regiment  there,  the  Chaplain  of  it  sometimes  waited  upon 
*'  him  about  the  time  of  dinner,  —  having  been  used  to  dine  oc^ 
"casionally  with  the  former  ColoneL  The  Crown-Prince, 
"however,  put  him  always  off,  did  not  ask  him  to  dinner^ 
"spoke  contemptuously  of  him  in  presence  of  the  Officers. 
"The  Chaplain  was  so  inconsiderate,  he  took  to  girding  at 
"the  Crown -Prince  in  his  Sermons.  *Once  on  a  time,* 
"preached  he,  one  day,  Hhere  was  Herod  who  had  Herodias 
"  *  to  dance  before  him ;  and  he ,  —  he  gave  her  John  the  Bap- 
"'tist's  head  for  her  pains!*"  This  Herod^  Biisching  says, 
was  understood  to  mean,  and  meant,  the  Crown-Prince; 
Herodias,  the  merry  corps  of  Officers  who  made  sport  for  him; 
John  (he  Baptist's  head  was  no  other  than  the  Chaplain  not  in- 
vited to  dinner  I  "  To  punish  him  for  such  a  sally,  the  Crown- 
" Prince  with  the  young  Officers  of  his  Regiment  went,  one 
"night,  to  the  Chaplain's  house,"  somewhere  hard  by,  with 
cow's-grass  adjoining  to  it,  as  we  see:  and  ^*fitst|  they 
knocked-in  the  windows  of  his  sleeping-room  upon  him" 
('Wn(7e-windows,  glass  not  entirely  broken,  we  may  hope); 
* '  next  there  were  crackers  "  (Schwdrmer ,  "  enthusiasts ,"  so  to 
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"apeak!)  "thrown  in  upon  him;  and  thereby  the  Chaplain, 
"and  his  poor  Wife,"  more  or  less  in  an  interesting  condition, 
poor  woman ,  "were  driven  out  into  the  court-yard,  and  at  last 
"into  the  dimgheap  there ;"  —  and  so  left; ,  with  their  Head  on 
a  Charger  to  that  terrible  extent ! 

That  is  Btisching's  version  of  the  story;  no  doubt 
substantially  correct;  of  which  there  are  traces  in  other 
quarters,  —  for  it  went  farther  than  Euppin:  and  the 
Crown-Prince  had  like  to  have  got  into  trouble  from  it. 
"Here  is  piety!"  Uald  Rumour,  carrying  it  to  Tobacco- 
Parliament  The  Crown -Prince  plaintively  assures 
Grumkow  that  it  was  the  Officers,  and  that  they  got 
punished  for  it.     A  likely  story,  the  Prince's!  — 


it 


When  King  Friedrich,  in  his  old  days,  recounted  this 
after  dinner,  in  his  merry  tone ,  he  was  well  pleased  that  the 
"guests,  and  even  the  pages  and  valets  behind  his  back, 
''laughed  aloud  at  it."  Not  a  pious  old  King,  Doctor,  still 
less  an  orthodox  one!  The  Doctor  continues:  '^In  a  like 
"style ,  at  Nauen ,  where  part  of  his  regiment  lay ,  he  had ,  — 
"by  means  of  Herr  von  der  Groben,  his  First-Lieutenant," 
much  a  comrade  of  his,  as  we  otherwise  perceive,  —  "the 
"Diaconus  of  Nauen  and  his  Wife  hunted  out  of  bed,  and 
"thrown  into  terror  of  their  lives,  one  night:"  offence  of  the 
Diaconus  not  specified.  "Nay  he  himself  once  pitched  his 
"goldheaded  stick  through  Salpius  the  Church  Inspector's 
"window,"  —  offence  again  not  specified,  or  perhaps  merely 
for  a  little  artillery  practice?  —  "and  the  throw  was  so 
"  dextrous  that  it  merely  made  a  round  hole  in  the  glass :  stick 
"was  lying  on  the  floor;  and  the  Prince,"  on  some  excuse  or 
other y  "sent  for  it  next  morning."    "Margraf  Heinrich  of 
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*'  Schwedt ,"  continues  the  Doctor ,  very  trustworthy  on  points 
of  fact,  *'  was  a  diligent  helper  in  such  operations.  Eaiserling,** 
whom  we  shall  hear  of,  '^First-Lieutenant  von der Grroben,'' 
these  were  prime  hands;  *< Lieutenant  Buddenbrock"  (old 
Feldmarschidl^s  son)  ''used,  in  his  old  days,  when  himself 
'*  grown  high  in  rank  and  dining  with  the  King,  to  be  appealed 
^'  to  as  witness  for  the  truth  of  these  stories.*'* 

These  are  the  two  Incidents  at  Euppin,  in  such 
light  as  they  have.  And  these  are  all.  Opulent  SSstoiy 
yields  from  a  ton  of  broken  nails  these  two  brass  fartih- 
ings,  and  shuts  her  pocket  on  us  again.  A  Crown- 
Prince  given  to  frolic,  among  other  things;  though 
aware  that  gravity  would  beseem  him  better.  Much 
gay  bantering  humour  in  him,  cracklings,  radiations, 
—  which  he  is  bound  to  keep  well  under  cover,  in 
present  circumstances. 

*  Btlsching:  BeytrSge  zu  der  Lebensgeschichte  denkwiirdiger  Pera<mm, 
▼.  19-21.  Vol.  ▼.,  —  wholly  ooeupied  with  Friedrieh  //.  King  of  PrmtU 
(Halle,  1788),  —  is  accessible  In  French  and  other  languages;  many  detailSt 
and  (as  Biisching^s  wont  is)  few  or  none  not  anthentic,  are  to  be  found  in 
it;  a  very  great  secret  spleen  against  Friedrieh  is  also  traceable,  •»  for 
which  the  Doctor  may  have  had  his  reasons ,  not  obligatory  apon  readers 
of  the  Doctor.  The  tmth  is ,  Friedrieh  never  toolc  the  least  special  nolios 
of  him;  merely  employed  and  promoted  him,  when  e^edient  for  both 
parties;  and  he  really  was  a  man  of  considerable  worth,  in  an  eztrunoly 
crude  form. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

THE  SALZBURaEKS. 

For  three  years  past  there  has  been  much  rumour 
over  Germany,  of  a  strange  affair  going  on  in  the  re- 
mote Austrian  quarter,  down  in  Salzburg  and  its  fabn- 
lona  Tyrolese  valleys.  Salzburg,  city  and  territory, 
has  an  Archbishop,  not  theoretically  Austrian,  but 
sovereign  Prince  so-styled;  it  is  from  him,  and  his 
orthodoxies,  and  pranks  with  his  sovereign  crosier, 
that  the  noise  originates.  Strange  rumour  of  a  body 
of  the  population  discovered  to  be  Protestant  among 
the  remote  Mountains,  and  getting  miserably  ill-used 
by  the  Eight  Eeverend  Father  in  those  parts.  Which 
rumour,  of  a  singular,  romantic,  religious  interest  for 
the  general  Protestant  world,  proves  to  be  but  too  well 
founded.  It  has  come  forth  in  the  form  of  practical 
complaint  to  the  Corpus  Evangelicorum  at  the  Diet, 
without  result  from  the  Corpus;  complaint  to  various 
persons;  —  in  fine,  to  his  Majesty  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
with  result 

With  result  at  last;  actual  ^'Emigration  of  the  Salz- 
burgers:''  and  Grermany,  —  in  these  very  days  while 
the  Crown-Prince  is  at  Berlin  betrothing  himself,  and 
Franz  of  Lorraine  witnessing  the  exerdtia  and  wonders 
there,  —  sees  a  singular  phenomenon  of  a  touching 
idyllic  nature  going  on;  and  has  not  yet  quite  forgotCoa 
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it  in  onr  days.  Salzburg  Emigration  was  all  in  motion, 
flowing  steadily  onwards,  by  various  routes,  towards 
Berlin,  at  the  time  the  Betrothal  took  place;  and  8e¥en 
weeks  after  that  event,  when  the  Crown-Prince  had 
gone  to  Euppin,  and  again  could  only  hear  of  it,  the 
fii^t  Instalment  of  Emigrants  arrived  bodily  at  the 
Gates  of  Berlin,  "30th  April,  at  four  in  the  afternoon;" 
Majesty  himself  and  all  the  world  going  out  to  witness 
it,  witli  something  of  a  poetic,  almost  of  a  psalmist 
feeling,  as  well  as  with  a  practical  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty.  First  Instalment  this;  copiously  followed  by 
others,  all  that  year;  and  flowing  on,  in  smaller  rills 
and  drippings,  for  several  years  more,  till  it  got  com 
pleted.  A  notable  phenomenon,  full  of  lively  pic- 
turesque  and  other  interest  to  Brandenburg  and  Ger- 
many;—  which  was  not  forgotten  by  the  Crown-Prince 
in  coming  years,  as  we  shall  transiently  find;  nay 
which  all  Germany  still  remembers,  and  even  occa- 
sionally sings.     Of  which  this  is  in  brief  the  history. 

The  Salzburg  Country,  north-eastern  slope  of  the 
Tyrol  (Donau  draining  that  side  of  it,  Etsch  or  Adige 
the  Italian  side),  is  celebrated  by  the  Tourist  for  its 
airy  beauty,  rocky  mountains,  smooth  green  valleys 
and  swift-rushing  streams;  perhaps  some  readers  bave 
wandered  to  Bad  Gastein,  or  Ischl,  in  these  nomadic 
summers;  have  locked  into  Salzburg,  Berchtesgaden, 
and  the  Bavarian-Austrian  boundary-lands;  seen  the 
wooden-clock  makings,  salt-works,  toy -manufactures, 
of  those  simple  people  in  their  slouch-hats;  and  can 
bear  some  testimony  to  the  phenomena  of  Nature  theore. 
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Salzburg  is  the  Archbisliop^s  City,  metropolis  of  his  bit 
of  sovereignty  that  then  was.  *  A  romantic  City,  far 
off  among  its  beautiM  Mountains,  shadowing  itself  in 
the  Salza  Eiver,  which  rushes  down  into  the  Inn,  into 
the  Donau,  now  becoming  great  with  the  tribute  of  so 
many  valleys.  Salzburg  we  have  not  known  hitherto 
except  as  the  fabulous  restingplace  of  Kaiser  Barba- 
Tossa:  but  we  are  now  slightly  to  see  it  in  a  practical 
light;  and  mark  how  the  memory  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
makes  an  incidental  lodgment  for  itself  there. 

It  is  well  known  there  was  extensive  Protestantism 
once  in  those  countries.  Prior  to  the  Thirty-Years  War, 
the  fair  chance  was.,  Austria  too  would  all  become  Pro- 
testant; an  extensive  minority  among  all  ranks  of  men 
in  Austria  too,  definable  as  the  serious  intelligence  of 
mankind  in  those  countries,  having  clearly  adopted  it, 
whom  the  others  were  sure  to  follow.  In  all  ranks  of 
men;  only  not  in  the  highest  rank,  which  was  pleased 
rather  to  continue  Official  and  Papal.  Highest  rank 
had  its  Thirty -Years  War,  "its  sleek  Fathers  Lammer- 
"lein  and  Hyacinth  in  Jesuit  serge,  its  terrible  Fathers 
"Wallenstein  in  chain-armour;"  and,  by  working  late 
and  early  then  and  afterwards,  did  manage  at  length 
to  trample  out  Protestantism,  —  they  know  with  what 

«  Tolerable  description  of  it  in  the  Baron  Riesbeek*s  Travels  thrortgh 
Germany  (London,  1787,  Translation  by  Maty,  3  vols.  8vo),  i.  124-222;  — 
whose  details  otherwise,  on  this  Emigration  basiness,  are  of  no  authenticity 
or  Talne.  A  kind  of  Playactor  and  misoellaneoas  Newspaper-man  in  that 
time  (not  so  opalent  to  his  class  as  cars  is);  who  takes  the  title  of  *^ Baron** 
on  this  occasion  of  coming  oat  with  a  Book  of  Imaginary  "Travels,**  Had 
yertonaUy  lived,  practising  the  misoellaneoas  arts ,  aboat  Lintz  and  Sail- 
Imrg,  —  and  may  be  heard  on  the  look  of  the  Goantry,  if  on  UttL%  <&!%% 

Carljfl^  Fredene  the  Great.  lY,  11 
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advantage  by  this  time.  Trample  out  Protestantism; 
or  drive  it  into  remote  nooks,  where  nnder  sad  con- 
ditions it  might  protract  an  unnoticed  existence.  In 
tihe  Imperial  Free-Towns,  Ulm,  Angsbnrg,  and  the 
like,  Protestantism  continued,  and  under  hard  con- 
ditions contrives  to  continue:  but  in  the  country  parts, 
except  in  unnoticed  nooks,  it  is  extinct  Salzburg 
Country  is  one  of  those  nooks;  an  extensive  Crypto- 
Protestantism  lodging,  under  the  simple  slouch-hats,  in 
the  remote  valleys  there.  Protestantism  peaceably  kept 
concealed,  hurting  nobody;  wholesomely  forwarding  the 
woodenclock  manufacture,  and  arable  or  grazier  hus- 
bandries, of  those  poor  people.  More  harmless  sons  of 
Adam,  probably,  did  not  breathe  the  vital  air,  than 
those  dissentient  Salzburgers;  generation  after  genera- 
tion of  them  giving  offence  to  no  creature. 

Successive  Archbishops  had  known  of  this  Crypto- 
Protestantism,  and  in  remote  periods  had  made  occa- 
sional slight  attempts  upon  it;  but  none  at  all  for  a 
long  time  past  All  attempts  that  way,  as  ineffectual 
for  any  purpose  but  stirring  up  strife,  had  been  dis- 
continued for  many  generations;*  and  the  Crypto-Pro- 
testantism  was  again  become  a  mythical  romantic  ob- 
ject, ignored  by  Official  persons.  However,  in  1727, 
there  came  a  new  Archbishop,  one  "Firmian,"  Count 
Firmian  by  secular  quality,  of  a  strict  lean  character, 
zealous  rather  than  wise;  who  had  brought  his  ortho- 
doxies with  him  in  a  rigid  and  very  lean  form. 

Right  Reverend  Firmian  had  not  been  long  in  Salz- 

*  Buohbolz,  i.  148-151. 
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burg  till  lie  smelt  out  the  Crypto-Protestantism;  and 
determined  to  haul  it  forth  &om  the  mythical  condition 
into  the  practical;  and  in  fact,  to  see  his  law-beagles 
there  worry  it  to  death  as  they  ought.  Hence  the 
imnours  that  had  risen  over  Germany,  in  1729:  Law- 
terriers  penetrating  into  human  cottages  in  those  remote 
Salzburg  valleys,  smelling  out  some  German  Bible  or 
devout  Book,  making  lists  of  Bible-reading  cottagers; 
haling  them  to  the  Eight  Keverend  Father -in -God; 
thence  to  prison,  since  they  would  not  undertake  to 
cease  reading.  With  fine,  with  confiscation,  tribulation: 
for  the  peaceable  Salzburgers,  respectful  creatures,  doff- 
ing their  slouch-hats  almost  to  mankind  in  general,  were 
entirely  obstinate  in  that  matter  of  the  Bible.  "  Cannot, 
your  Reverence;  must  not,  dare  not!"  and  went  to  pri- 
son or  whithersoever  rather;  a  wide  cry  rising,  Let  us 
sell  our  possessions  and  leave  Salzburg  then,  according 
to  Treaty  of  Westphalia,  Article  do-and-so.  "Treaty 
of  Westphalia?  Leave  Salzburg?"  shrieked  the  Right 
Reverend  Father:  "Are  we  getting  into  open  mutiny 
then?  Open  extensive  mutiny!"  shrieked  he.  Bor- 
rowed a  couple  of  Austrian  regiments,  —  Kaiser  and 
we  always  on  the  pleasantest  terms;  —  and  marched 
the  most  refractory  of  his  Salzburgers  over  the  frontiers 
(retaining  their  properties  and  families);  whereupon 
noise  rose  louder  and  louder. 

Refractory  Salzburgers  sent  Deputies  to  the  Diet; 
appealed,  complained  to  the  Corpus  EvangeUcorum^ 
Tb^aty  of  Westphalia  in  hand,  - —  without  result  Cor" 
pu8^  having  verified  matters,  complained  to  theKa^^^ 

11* 
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to  the  Bight  Beverend  Father.  The  Kaiser,  intent  on 
getting  his  Pragmatic  Sanction  through  the  Diet,  and 
anxious  to  offend  nobody  at  present,  gave  good  words; 
but  did  nothing:  the  Bight  Beverend  Father  answered 
a  Letter  or  two  from  the  Corpus;  then  said  at  last,  He 
wished  to  close  the  Correspondence,  had  the  honour  to 
be,  —  and  answered  no  farther,  when  written  to.  Cor- 
pus  was  without  result  So  it  lasted  through  1730; 
rumour,  which  rose -in  1729,  waxing  ever  louder  into 
practicable  or  impracticable  shape,  through  that  next 
year;  tribulation  increasing  in  Salzburg;  and  noise 
among  mankind.  In  the  end  of  1730,  the  Salzburgers 
sent  Two  Deputies  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm  at  Berlin; 
solid-hearted,  thick-soled  men,  able  to  answer  for  them- 
selves, and  give  real  account  of  Salzburg  and  the  phe- 
nomena: this  brought  matters  into  a  practicable  state. 

"Are  you  actual  Protestants,  the  Treaty  of  West- 
phalia applicable  to  you?  Not  mere  fanatic  mystics, 
as  Bight  Beverend  Firmian  asserts;  protectible  by  no 
Treaty?"  That  was  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  first  question; 
and  he  set  his  two  chief  Berlin  Clergymen,  learned 
Boloff  one  of  them,  a  divine  of  much  fame,  to  catechise 
the  two  Salzburg  Deputies,  and  report  upon  the  point 
Their  Beport,  dated  Berlin,  30th  November  1730,  with 
specimens  of  the  main  questions,  I  have  read;'*^  and 
can  fully  certify,  along  with  Boloff  and  friend.  That 
here  are  orthodox  Protestants,  appareiitly  of  very  pious 
peaceable  nature,  suffering  hard  wrong;  —  orthodox 

*  Faaimann,  pp.  446-448* 
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beyond  doubt,  and  covered  by  the  Treaty  of  Westpha- 
lia. Whereupon  his  Majesty  dismisses  them  with  as- 
surance, "Return,  and  say  there  shall  be  help!"  —  and 
straightway  lays  hand  on  the  business,  strong  swifb 
steady  hand  as  usual,  with  a  view  that  way. 

Salzburg  being  now  a  clear  case,  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  writes  to  the  Kaiser;  to  the  King  of  England, 
King  of  Denmark;  —  orders  preparations  to  be  made 
inPreussen,  vacant  messuages  to  be  surveyed,  moneys 
to  be  Md  up;  —  bids  his  man  at  the  Begensburg  Diet 
signify,  That  unless  this  thing  is  rectified,  his  Prussian 
Majesty  will  see  himself  necessitated  to  take  effectual 
steps:  "reprisals"  the  first  step,  according  to  the  old 
method  of  his  Prussian  Majesty.  Eumour  of  the  Salz- 
burg Protestants  rises  higher  and  higher.  Elaiser  intent 
on  conciliating  every  Carpus^  Evangelical  and  other, 
for  his  Pragmatic  Sanction's  sake,  admonishes  Eight 
Beverend  Fimdan;  intimates  at  last  to  him,  That  he 
will  actually  have  to  let  those  poor  people  emigrate  if 
ihey  demand  it;  Treaty  of  Westphalia  being  express. 
In  the  end  of  1731  it  has  come  thus  far. 

"Emigrate,  says  your  Imperial  Majesty?  Well,  they 
shall  emigrate,"  answers  Firmian;  "Ihe  sooner  the  bet- 
ter!" And  straightway,  in  the  dead  of  winter,  marches, 
in  convenient  divisions,  some  Nine  hundred  of  them 
over  the  frontiers:  "Go  about  your  business,  then; 
emigrate  —  to  the  Old  One,  if  you  like!"  —  "And 
our  properties,  our  goods  and  chattels?"  ask  they.  — « 
"Be  thankful  you  have  kept  your  skins.  Emigrate,  I 
say!"    And  the  poor  Nine  hundred  had  to  go  out^  in 
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the  rigour  of  winter,  '*lioaiy  old  men  among  them,  and 
*' women  coming  near  their  time*/'  and  seek  qaarters, 
in  the  wide  world  mostly  unknown  to  them.  Trolj 
Firmian  is  an  orthodox  Hetr;  acquainted  with  the  laws 
of  fair  usage  and  the  time  of  day.  The  sleeping  Bar* 
barossa  does  not  awaken  upon  him  within  the  Hill 
here:  —  but  in  the  Boncalic  Fields,  long  ago,  I  should 
not  have  liked  to  stand  in  his  shoes! 

Friedrich  Wilhelm,  on  Hiis  procedure  at  Salzburg, 
intimates  to  his  £[alberstadt  and  Minden  Catholic  gen- 
tlemen, that  their.  Establishments  must  be  locked  up, 
and  incomings  suspended;  that  they  can  apply  to  the 
Bight  Beverend  Firmian  upon  it;  —  and  bids  his  man 
at  Begensburg  signify  to  the  Diet  that  such  is  the 
course  adopted  here.  Bight  Beverend  Firmian  has  to 
hold  his  hand;  finds  both  that  there  shaU  be  Emigra- 
tion,  and  that  it  must  go  forward  on  human  terms,  not 
inhuman;  and  that  in  fact  the  Treaty^  of  Westphalia 
will  have  to  guide  it,  not  he  henceforth.  Those  poor 
ousted  Salzburgers  cower  into  the  Bavarian  cities,  till 
the  weather  mend,  and  his  Prussian  Majesty's  arrange- 
ments be  complete  for  their  brethren  and  them. 

E[is  Prussian  Majesty  has  been  maturing  his  plans, 
all  this  while;  —  gathering  moneys,  getting  lands 
ready.  We  saw  him  hanging  Schlubhut  in  the  Autumn 
of  1731,  who  had  peculated  from  said  moneys;  and 
surveying  Preussen,  under  storms  of  thunder  and  rain 
on  one  occasion.  Preussen  is  to  be  the  place  for  these 
people;  Tilsit  and  Memel  region,  same  where  the  big 
Fight  of  Tannenberg  and  ruin  of  the  Teutsch  Bitters 
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took  place:  in  that  fine  fertile  Country  there  are  homes 
got  ready  for  this  Emigration  out  of  Salzburg. 

Long  ago,  at  the  beginning  of  this  History,  did  not 
the  reader  hear  of  a  Pestilence  in  Prussian  Lithuania? 
Pestilence  in  old  King  Friedrich's  time;  for  which  the 
then  Crown-Prince,  now  Majesty  Friedrich  Wilhelm, 
vainly  solicited  help  from  the  Treasury,  and  only 
brought  about  partial  change  of  Ministry  and  no  help. 
*'Fifty-two  Towns"  were  more  or  less  entirely  depo- 
pulated; hundreds  of  thousands  of  fertile  acres  fell  to 
waste  again,  the  hands  that  had  ploughed  them  being 
swept  away.  The  new  Majesty,  so  soon  as  ever  the 
Swedish  War  was  got  rid  of,  took  this  matter  diligently 
in  hand:  built  up  the  fifty-two  ruined  towns;  issued 
Proclamations  once  and  again  (Years  1719,  1721),  to 
the  Wetterau,  to  Switzerland,  Saxony,  Schwaben;* 
inviting  Colonists  to  come,  and,  on  favourable  terms, 
till  and  reap  there.  His  terms  are  favourable,  well- 
considered;  and  are  honestly  kept  He  has  a  fiixed 
set  of  terms  for  Colonists:  their  road-expenses  thither, 
so  much  a  day  allowed  each  travelling  soul;  homesteads, 
ploughing  implements,  cattle,  land,  await  them  at  their 
journey's  end;  their  rent  and  services,  accurately  speci- 
fied, are  light  not  heavy;  and  "immunities'*  from  this 
and  that  are  granted  them,  for  certain  years,  till  they 
get  well  nestled.  Excellent  arrangements:  and  his 
"Uajeaty  has,  in  fact,  got  about  20,000  families  in  that 
way.  And  still  there  is  room  for  thousands  more.  So 
that  if  the  tyrannous  Firmian  took  to  tribulating  Sals- 

•  Baohhola,  i.  148. 
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burg  in  that  manner,  Heaven  had  provided  remedies 
and  a  Prussian  Majesty.  Heaven  is  very  opulent;  has 
alchemy  to  change  the  ugliest  substances  into  beauti- 
Oiliest.  Privately  to  his  Majesty,  for  months  back,  this 
Salzburg  Emigration  is  a  most  manageable  matter. 
Manage  well,  it  will  be  a  godsend  to  his  Majesty,  and 
fit  as  by  preestablished  harmony  into  the  ancient  Prus- 
sian sorrow;  and  "two  afflictions  well  put  together  shall 
become  a  consolation,^*  as  the  proverb  promises!  Go 
along  then.  Right  Reverend  Firmian,  with  your  Emi- 
gration there:  only  no  foul  play  in  it,  —  or  Halber- 
stadt  and  Minden  get  locked:  —  for  the  rest  of  the 
matter  we  will  undertake. 

And  so,  February  2d,  1732,  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
Proclamation*  flew  abroad  over  the  world;  brief  and 
business-like,  cheering  to  all  but  Firmian;  —  to  this 
purport:  "Come  ye  poor  Salzburgers,  there  are  homes 
"provided  for  you.  Apply  at  Regensburg,  at  Halle: 
"Commissaries  are  appointed;  will  take  charge  of  your 
"long  march  and  you.  Be  kind,  all  Christian  German 
"Princes;  do  not  hinder  them  and  me."  And  in  a  few 
days  farther,  still  early  in  February  (for  the  matter  is 
all  ready  before  proclaiming),  an  actual  Prussian  Com- 
missary hangs  out  his  announcements  and  officialities 
at  DonauwQrth,  old  City  known  to  us,  within  reach  of 
the  Salzburg  Boundaries;  collects,  in  a  week  or  two, 
his  first  lot  of  Emigrants,  near  a  thousand  strong;  and 
fairly  takes  the  road  with  them. 

A  long  road  and  a  strange:  I  think,  above  firo 

*  Copy  ofit  in  MmtUIob,  Febnwiy  178S,  ii.  3U. 
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hundred  miles  before  we  get  to  Halle,  within  Prussian 
land;  and  then  seven  hundred  more  to  our  place  there, 
in  the  utmost  East  Men,  women,  infants  and  hoary 
grandfathers  are  here;  most  of  their  property  sold,  — 
still  on  ruinous  conditions,  think  of  it,  your  Majesty. 
Their  poor  bits  of  preciosities  and  heirlooms  they  have 
with  them;  made  up  in  succinct  bundles,  stowed  on 
ticketed  baggage- wains :  "some  have  their  own  poor 
'^cart  and  horse,  to  carry  the  too  old  and  the  too 
"young,  those  that  cannot  walk."  A  pilgrimage  like 
that  of  the  Children  of  Israel:  such  a  pilgrim  caravan 
as  was  seldom  heard  of  in  our  Western  Countries. 
Those  poor  succinct  bundles,  the  making  of  them  up 
and  stowing  of  them;  the  pangs  of  simple  hearts,  in 
those  remote  native  valleys;  the  tears  that  were  not 
seen,  the  cries  that  were  addressed  to  God  only:  and 
then  at  last  the  actual  turning  out  of  the  poor  caravan, 
in  silently  practical  condition,  staff  in  hand,  no  audible 
eomplaint  heard  from  it;  ready  to  march;  practically 
marching  here:  —  which  of  us  can  think  of  it  without 
emotion,  sad  and  yet  in  a  sort  blessed! 

Every  Emigrant  man  has  four  groschen  a  day  (four- 
pence  odd)  allowed  him  for  road  expenses,  every  wo- 
man three  groschen,  every  child  two:  and  regularity 
itself,  in  the  shape  of  Prussian  Commissaries,  presides 
over  it  Such  marching  of  the  Salzburgers ;  host  after 
host  of  them,  by  various  routes,  from  February  onwards ; 
above  Seven  thousand  of  them  this  year,  and  Ten 
thousand  more  that  gradually  followed,  —  was  heard 
of  at  all  German  firesides,  and  in  all  European.  lAsiiJ&, 
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A  phenomenon  mnch  filling  the  general  ear  and  imagi- 
nation; especially  at  the  first  emergence  of  it.  We  will 
give  from  poor  old  authentic  Fassmann,  as  if  caught 
up  by  some  sudden  photograph-apparatus,  a  rude  but 
undeniable  glimpse  or  two  into  the  actuality  of  this 
business:  the  reader  will  in  that  way  sufficiently  con- 
ceive it  for  himself. 

Glimpse  first  is  of  an  Emigrant  Party  arriving,  in 
the  cold  February  days  of  1732,  at  Nordlingen,  Pro- 
testant Free-Town  in  Bavaria:  Three  hundred  of  them; 
first  section,  I  think,  of  those  Nine  hundred  who  were 
packed  away  unceremoniously  by  Firmian  last  winter, 
and  have  been  wandering  about  Bavaria,  lodging  "in 
Kaufbeuem"  and  various  preliminary  Towns,  till  the 
Prussian  arrangements  became  definite.  Prussian  Com- 
missaries are,  by  this  time,  got  to  Donauworth;  but 
these  poor  Salzburgers  are  ahead  of  them,  wandering 
under  the  voluntary-principle  as  yet.  Nordlingen,  in 
Bavaria,  is  an  old  Imperial  Free-Town;  Protestantism 
not  suppressed  there,  as  it  has  been  all  round;  scene 
of  some  memorable  fighting  in  the  Thirty-Years  War, 
especially  of  a  bad  defeat  to  the  Swedes  and  Bemhard 
of  Weimar,  the  worst  they  had  in  the  course  of  that 
bad  business.  The  Salzburgers  are  in  number  Three 
hundred  and  thirty-one;  time,  "first  days  of  February 
1732,  weather  very  cold  and  raw."  The  charitable 
Protestant  Town  has  been  expecting  such  an  advent: 

*'Two  chief  Clergymen,  and  the  Schoolmaster  and  Scholars, 
**with  some  hundreds  of  citizens  and  many  young  people, 
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''went  out  to  meet  them;  there,  in  the  open  field,  stood  the 
'*  Salzburgers ,  with  their  wives  and  their  little  ones ,  with  their 
*' bullock-carts  and  baggage-wains,"  pilgriming  towards  un- 
known parts  of  the  Earth.  '''Come  in,  ye  blessed  of  the 
"  *  Lord  I  Why  stand  ye  without?  *  said  the  Parson  solemnly, 
"by  way  of  welcome;  and  addressed  a  Discourse  to  them," 
devout  and  yet  human,  true  every  word  of  it,  enough  to  draw 
tears  from  any  Fassmann  that  were  there ;  —  Fassmann  and 
we  not  far  from  weeping  without  words.  "  Thereupon  they 
''ranked  themselves  two  and  two,  and  marched  into  the 
"Town,"  straight  to  the  Church,  I  conjecture,  Town  all  out  to 
•  participate;  "and  there  the  two  reverend  gentlemen  succes-  ^ 
"sively  addressed  them  again,  from  appropriate  texts:  Text 
"of  the  first  reverend  gentleman  was,  And  every  one  that  hath 
^^  forsaken  houses^  or  brethren,  or  sisters,  or  father,  or  mother,  or 
^^  wife  J  or  cMldren,  or  lands,  for  my  nam^s  sake^  shall  receive  an 
**  hundredfold,  and  shall  inherit  everlasting  life*  Text  of  the 
"second  was,  Now  the  Lord  had  said  unio  Abraham,  Get  thee  out 
^^ofihy  country  J  and  from  thy  kindred^  and  from  thy  father's  house, 
"tinto  a  land  that  I  will  show  tAce."**  Excellent  texts;  well 
handled,  let  us  hope,  —  especially  with  brevity.  "After 
"which  the  strangers  were  distributed,  some  into  public- 
"  houses,  others  taken  home  by  the  citizens  to  lodge. 

"  Out  of  the  Spital  there  was  distributed  to  each  person,  for 
"  the  first  three  days ,  a  half  pound  of  flesh-meat,  bread,  and  a 
'  measure  of  beer.  The.  remaining  days  they  got  in  money  six 
creutzers  (two  pence)  each,  and  bread.  On  Sunday,  at  the 
"Church-doors  there  was  a  collection:  no  less  than  eight 
" hundred ^/den"  (80/. ;  population,  say,  three  thousand)  "for 
"  this  object.  At  Sermon  they  were  put  into  the  central  part 
"  of  the  Church ,"  all  Nordlingen  lovingly  encompassing  them ; 
"  and  were  taught  in  two  sermons  ,**  texts  not  given , "  What  the 

*  Matthew  xix.  29.  ••  Genesis  xii.  1, 
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"<rtie  Church  is  built  of,  and  then  Of  true  Fcdih,  and  what  lave  a 
^^  Christian  ought  to  have;"  Ndrdlingen  copiously  shedding 
tears  the  while  (viele  Thrdnen  vergossen)^  as  it  well  might. 
*^  Going  to  Chnrch,  and  coming  from  it,  each  Landlord  walked 
'^ ahead  of  his  party;  party  followed  two  and  two.  On  other 
*'days,  there  was  much  catechising  of  them  at  diflferent  parts 
"of  the  Town;"  —  orthodox  enough,  you  see,  nothing  of 
superstition  or  fanaticism  in  the  poor  people ;  —  ''they  made  a 
"  good  testimony  of  their  Evangelical  truth. 

^'  The  Baggage- wagons  which  they  had  with  them,  ten  in 
"number,  upon  which  some  of  their  old  people  sat,  were 
"brought  into  the  Town.  The  Baggage  was  unloaded,  and  ' 
*'the  packages.  Two  hundred  and  eighty-one  ofthem in  all" 
(for  Fassmann  is  Photography  itself),  ^'were  locked  in  the 
"  Zoll-Haus.  Over  and  above  what  tliey  got  firom  the  Spital, 
"the  Church-collection  and  the  Town-chest,  Citizens  were 
"liberal ;  daily  sent  them  food,  or  daily  had  them  by  fours  and 
"fives  to  their  own  houses  to  meat."  And  so  let  them  wait  for 
the  Prussian  Commissary,  who  is  just  at  hand:  ''they  would 
"not  part  from  one  another,  these  Three  hundred  and  thirty- 
"  one  ,'*  says  Fassmann,  "  though  their  reunion  was  but  of  tluit 
"  accidental  nature."  * 

Glimpse  second:  not  dated;  perhaps  some  ten  days 
later;  and  a  Prussian  Commissary  widi  this  party: 

"On  their  getting  to  the  Anspach  Territory,  there  was  so 
"incredible  a  joy  at  the  arrival  of  these  exiled  Brothers  in  the 
"Faith  (Olauhens-Bruder)  that  in  all  places,  almost  in  the 
*' smallest  hamlets,  the  bells  were  set  a-toUing;  and  nothing 
"was  hoard  but  a  peal  of  welcome  from  far  and  near." 
) Russian  Commissary,  when  about  quitting  Anspaeiii  asked 

*  Fassmann,  pp.  4S9-4iO« 
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leave  to  pass  through  Bamberg;  Bishop  of  Bamberg,  too 
orthodox  a  gentleman,  declined;  so  the  Commissary  had  to 
go  hj  Numberg  and  Baireuth.  Ask  not  if  his  welcome  was 
good,  in  those  Protestant  places.  ' '  At  Erlangen,  fifteen  miles 
from  Niimberg,  where  are  French  Protestants  and  a 
Dowager  Margravine  of  baireuth,  —  Widow  of  Wilhel- 
"mina's  Father-in-law's  predecessor  (if  the  reader  can  count 
that);  daughter  of  Weissenfels  who  was  for  marrying  Wil- 
helmina  not  long  since  1  —  "at  Erlangen ,  the  Serene  Dowager 
'^snatched  up  ^Sty  of  them  into  her  own  House  for  christian 
'* refection;  and  Burghers  of  means  had  twelve,  fifteen  and 
"even  eighteen  of  them,  following  such  example  set.  Nay 
"  certain  French  Citizens ,  prosperous  and  childless ,  besieged 
"the  Prussian  Commissary  to  allow  them  a  few  Salzburg 
"children  for  adoption;  especially  one  Frenchman  was  ex- 
tremely urgent  and  specific:  but  the  Commissary,  not  having 
any  order  >  was  obliged  to  refuse."  *  These  must  have  been 
interesting  days  for  the  two  young  Margravines;  forwarding 
Papa's  poor  Pilgrims  in  that  manner. 

"At  Baireuth,"  other  side  of  Niimberg,  "it  was  towards 
Good  Friday  when  the  Pilgrims  under  their  Commissarius 
arrived.  They  were  lodged  in  the  Villages  about ,  but  came 
copiously  into  the  Town ;  came  all  in  a  body ,  to  -Church ,  on 
"Good  Friday;  and  at  coming  out,  were  one  and  all  carried 
"  oflF  to  dinner,  a  very  scramble  arising  among  the  Townsfolk  to 
"get  hold  of  Pilgrims  and  dine  them.  Vast  numbers  were 
"carried  to  the  Schloss:"  one  figures  Wilhelmina  among 
them,  figures  the  Hereditary  Prince  and  old  Margraf:  their 
treatment  there  was  "beyond  belief,"  says  Fassmann;  "not 
"only  dinner  of  the  amplest  quality  and  quantity,  but  much 
"money  added  and  other  gifts."  From  Baireuth  the  route  k 
towards  Grera  and  Thiiringen,  circling  the  Bamberg  Territory : 

*  FaMmann,  p.  i41. 
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readers  remember  Grera,  where  the  GeraBoxid  was  made?  — 
''At  Gera,  a  commercial  gentleman  dined  the  whole  parly  in 
''his  own  premises ,  and  his  wife  gave  eight  groschen  to  each 
"  individual  of  them ;  other  two  persons ,  brothers  in  the  place, 
"  doing  the  like.  One  of  the  pqor  pilgrim  women  had  been 
"  brought  to  bed  on  the  journey,  a  day  or  two  before :  the  Com- 
"missarius  lodged  her  in  his  own  inn,  for  greater  safely; 
"  Commissarius  returning  to  his  inn ,  finds  she  is  off,  nobody  at 
"  first  can  tell  him  whither :  a  lady  of  quality  (vomehme  Dame) 
"  has  quietly  sent  her  carriage  for  the  poor  pilgrim  sister,  and 
"has  her  in  the  right  softest  keeping.  No  end  to  people's 
''kindness:  many  wept  aloud,  sobbing  out,  'Is  this  all  the 
" '  help  we  can  give  ?  *  Commissarius  said ,  '  There  will  others 
'"come  shortly;  them  also  you  can  help.' " 

In  this  manner  inarch  these  Pilgrims.  "From 
"Donauworth,  by  Anspach,  Niimberg,  Baireuth,  through 
"Gera,  Zeitz,  Weissenfels,  to  Halle,"  where  they  are 
on  Prussian  ground,  and  within  few  days  of  Berlin. 
Other  Towns,  not  upon  the  first  straight  route  to  Berlin, 
demand  to  have  a  share  in  these  grand  things;  share 
is  willingly  conceded:  thus  the  Pilgrims,  what  has  its 
obvious  advantages,  march  by  a  good  variety  of  routes. 
Through  Augsburg,  Ulm  (instead  of  Donauworth), 
thence  to  Frankfurt;  from  FrankAirt  some  direct  to 
Leipzig;  some  through  Cassel,  Hanover,  Brunswick, 
by  Halberstadt  and  Magdeburg  instead  of  Halle.  Start- 
ing all  at  Salzburg,  landing  all  at  Berlin;  their  routes 
spread  over  the  Map  of  Germany  in  the  intermediate  space. 

"Weissenfels  Town  and  Duke  distinguished  themselves  by 
"liberality:  especially  the  Duke  did;"  —  poor  old  drinking 
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Duke;  very  Protestant  all  these  Saxon  Princes,  except  the 
Apostate  or  Pseudo- Apostate  the  Physically  Strong,  for  sad 
political  reasons.  "In  Weissenfels  Town,  while  the  Pilgrim 
"procession  walked,  a  certain  rude  fellow,  flax-dresser  by 
"trade,  by  creed  Papist  or  worse ,  said  floutingly,  *TheArch- 
"* bishop  ought  to  have  flung  you  all  into  the  river,  you — !* 
"Upon  which  a  menial  servant  of  the  Duke's  suddenly  broke 
"in  upon  him  in  the  way  of  actuality ,  the  whole  crowd  blazing 
"into  flame;  and  the  flaxman  would  certainly  have  got  irre- 
"parable  damage,  had  not  the  Townguard  instantly  hooked 
"him  away." 

April  21st,  1732,  the  first  actual  body,  a  good  nine 
hundred  strong,*  got  to  Halle;  where  they  were  re- 
ceived with  devout  jubilee,  psalm-singing,  spiritual  and 
corporeal  refection,  as  at  Nordlingen  and  the  other 
stages;  "Archidiaconus  Franke"  being  prominent  in 
it,  —  I  have  no  doubt,  a  connexion  of  that  ^^chien  de 
Franhe^^  whom  Wilhelmina  used  to  know.  They  were 
lodged  in  the  Waisenhaus  (old  Franke's  Orphan-house) ; 
Official  List  of  them  was  drawn  up  here,  with  the  fit 
specificality;  and,  after  three  days,  they  took  the  road 
again  for  Berlin.  Usefiil  Buchholz,  then  a  very  litde 
boy,  remembers  the  arrival  of  a  Body  of  these  Salz- 
burgers,  not  this  but  a  later  one  in  August,  which 
passed  through  his  native  Village,  Pritzwalk  in  the 
Priegnitz:  How  village  and  village  authorities  were  all 
awake,  with  opened  stores  and  hearts;  how  his  Father, 
the  Village  Parson,  preached  at  five  in  the  afternoon. 
The  same  Buchholz,  coming  afterwards  to  College  at 

«  Bachholz,  1. 166. 
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Halle,  had  the  pleasure  of  discovering  two  of  the  Com- 
missaries, two  of  the  three,  who  had  mainly  superin- 
tended in  this  Salzburg  Pilgrimage.  Let  the  reader 
also  take  a  glance  at  them,  as  specimens  worth  notice: 

Commissarius  First :  "  Herr  von  Reck  was  a  nobleman  from 
"the  Hanover  Country;  of  very  great  piety;  who,  after  his 
"Commission  was  done,  settled  at  Halle;  and  lived  there, 
"without  servant,  in  privacy,  from  the  small  means  he  had;  — 
"seeking  his  sole  satisfaction  in  attendance  on  the  Theological 
"and  Ascetic  College-Lectures,  where  I  used  to  see  him  con- 
"  stantly  in  my  student  time." 

Commissarius  Second :  *  *  Herr  Gobel  was  a  medical  man  by 
"profession;  and  had  the  regular  degree  of  Doctor;  but  was 
"in  no  necessity  to  apply  his  talents  to  the  gaining  of  bread. 
"His  zeal  for  religion  had  moved  him  to  undertake  this  Com- 
"mission.  Both  these  gentlemen  I  have  often  seen  in  my 
"youth,"  but  do  not  tell  you  what  they  were  like  farther;  "and 
"  both  their  Christian-names  have  escaped  me." 

A  third  Commissarius  was  of  Preussen,  and  had  religious- 
literary  tendencies.  I  suppose  these  Three  served  gratis;  — 
volunteers ;  but  no  doubt  under  oath,  and  tied  by  strict  enough 
Prussian  law.  Physician,  Chaplain,  Road-guide,  here  they 
are,  probably  of  supreme  quality,  ready  to  our  hand.  * 

Buchholz,  after  "his  student  time,"  became  a  poor 
Country-Schoolmaster,  and  then  a  poor  Country-Parson, 
in  his  native  Altmark.  His  poor  Book  is  of  innocent, 
clear,  faithftil  nature,  with  some  vein  of  ^'unconscious 
geniality"  in  it  here  and  there;  —  a  Book  by  no  means 

*  Bachholz:  Neueste  Preussisch-Brandenburgische  Geschichte  (Berlin, 
1775,  2  vols.  4to),  i.  155  n. 
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80  destitute  of  liiiinan  worth  as  some  that  have  snper^ 
seded  it  This  was  posthumous,  this  ''''Newest  Hiatoryy^ 
and  has  a  Life  of  the  Author  prefixed.  He  has  four 
previous  Volumes  on  the  '''' Asident  History  of  Branden* 
hurgy'*  which  are  not  known  to  me.  —  About  the  Year 
1746,  there  were  Four  poor  Schoolmasters  in  that  re- 
gion (two  at  Havelberg,  one  at  Seehausen,  one  at 
Werben),  of  extremely  studious  turn;  who,  in  spite  of 
the  Elbe  which  ran  between,  used  to  meet  on  stated 
nights,  for  colloquy,  for  interchange  of  Books  and  the 
like.  One  of  them,  the  Werben  one,  was  this  Buch- 
holz;  another,  Seehausen,  was  the  Winckelmann  so 
celebrated  in  after  years.  A  third,  one  of  the  Havel- 
berg pair,  "went  into  Mecklenburg  in  a  year  or  two, 
"as  Tutor  to  Karl  Ludwig  the  Prince  of  Strelitz's 
children,"  —  whom  also  mark.  For  the  youngest  of 
these  Strelitz  children  was  no  other  than  the  actual 
"Old  Queen  Charlotte"  (ours  and  George  HI.'s),  just 
ready  for  him  with  her  Hornbooks  about  that  time: 
Let  the  poor  man  have  what  honour  he  can  from  that 
circumstance!  "Prince  Karl  Ludwig,"  rather  a  foolish- 
looking  creature,  we  may  fall  in  with  personally  by 
and  by. 

It  was  the  30th  April  1732,  seven  weeks  and  a 
day  since  Crown-Prince  Friedrich^s  Betrothal,  that  this 
first  body  of  Salzburg  Emigrants,  nine  hundred  strong, 
azrived  at  Berlin;  "four  in  the  afternoon,  at  the  Bran- 
denburg  Qate;"  Official  persons,  nay  Majesty  himself, 
or  perhaps  both  Majesties,  waiting  there  to  receive 
ihem.     Yes,   ye  poor  footsore  mortals,   there  is  tho 

fiarlvle»  Frederic  the  Great*  IV*  1& 
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dread  King  himself;  stoutiBli  short  figure  in  blue  uni- 
form and  white  wig,  straw-coloured  waistcoat,  and  white 
gaiters;  stands  uncommonly  firm  on  his  feet;  reddish, 
blue-reddish  face,  with  eyes  that  pierce  through  a  man: 
look  upon  him,  and  jet  live  if  you  are  true  men.  TTia 
Majestj^s  reception  of  these  poor  people  could  not*but 
be  good;  nothing  now  wanting  in  the  formal  kind* 
But  better  far,  in  all  the  essentialities  of  it,  there  had 
not  been  hitherto,  nor  was  henceforth,  the  least  flaw. 
This  Salzburg  Pilgrimage  has  found  for  itself,  and  will 
find,  regulation,  guidance,  ever  a  stepping-stone  at  the 
needful  place;  a  paved  road,  so  far  as  human  regu- 
larity and  punctuality  could  pave  one.  That  is  his 
Majesty's  shining  merit.  "Next  Sunday  after  sermon, 
"they"  (this  first  lot  of  Salzburgers)  "were  publicly 
"catechised  in  church;  and  all  the  world  could  hear 
"their  pertinent  answers,  given  often  in  the  very  Scrip- 
"ture  texts,  or  express  words  of  Luther." 

His  Majesty  more  than  once  took  survey  of  these 
Pilgrimage  Divisions,  when  they  got  to  Berlin.  A 
pleasant  sight,  if  there  were  leisure  otherwise.  On  va- 
rious occasions,  too,  her  Majesty  had  large  parties  of 
them  over  to  Monbijou,  to  supper  there  in  the  fine 
gardens;  «nd  "gave  them  Bibles,"  among  other  gifts,  if 
in  want  of  Bibles  through  Firmian's  industry.  Her 
Majesty  was  Charity  itself.  Charity  and  Grace  com- 
bined, among  these  Pilgrims.  On  one  occasion  she 
picked  out  a  handsome  young  lass  among  them,  and 
had  Painter  Pesne  over  to  take  her  portrait.  Hand- 
some lass,  by  Pesne,  in  her  Tyrolese  Hat,  shone  thence- 
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forth  on  the  walls  of  Monbijou;  and  fashion  thereupon 
took  up  the  Tyrolese  Hat,  "which  has  been  much  worn 
"since  by  the  beautiful  part  of  the  Creation,"  says 
Buchholz;  "but  how  many  changes  they  have  intro- 
"duced  in  it  no  pen  can  trace." 

At  Berlin  the  Commissarius  ceased;  and  there  was 
usually  given  the  Pilgrims  a  Candidatus  Theologise, 
who  was  to  conduct  them  the  rest  of  the  way,  and  be 
their  Clergyman  when  once  settled.  Five  hundred  long 
miles  stilL  Some  were  shipped  at  Stettin;  mostly  they 
marched,  stage  after  stage,  —  four  groschen  a  day. 
At  the  farther  end  they  found  all  ready;  tight  cottages, 
tillable  fields,  all  implements  furnished,  and  stock,  — 
even  to  ^^Federvieh,^^  or  Chanticleer  with  a  modicum  of 
Hens.  Old  neighbours,  and  such  as  liked  each  other, 
were  put  together:  fields  grew  green  again,  desolate 
scrubs  and  scrags  yielding  to  grass  and  com.  Wooden 
clocks  even  came  to  view,  —  for  Berchtesgaden  neigh- 
bours also  emigrated;  and  Swiss  came,  and  Bavarians 
and  French:  —  and  old  trades  were  revived  in  those 
new  localities. 

Something  beautifully  real-idyllic  in  all  this,  surely: 
—  Yet  do  not  fancy  that  it  all  went  on  like  clockwork; 
that  there  were  not  jarrings  at  every  step,  as  is  the 
way  in  things  real.  Of  the  Prussian  Minister  chiefly 
concerned  in  settling  this  new  Colony  I  have  heard  one 
saying,  forced  out  of  him  in  some  pressure:  "There 
"must  be  somebody  for  a  scolding-stock  and  scape- 
"goat;  I  will  be  it,  then!"  And  then  the  Salzburg  Of- 
ficials, what  a  humour  they  were  in!  No  Letters  al« 
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lowed  from  those  poor  Emigrants;  the  wickedest  rumours 
circulated  about  them:  ^'AU  cut  to  pieces  hj  inroad  of 
the  Poles;"  "Pressed  for  soldiers  by  the  Prussian  drill- 
sej^eant;"  **AU  flung  into  the  Lakes  and  stagnant 
waters  there;  drowned  to  the  last  individual,''  and  so 
on.  Truth  nevertheless  did  slowly  pierce  througL 
And  the  '^Grosse  Wirth^'*  our  idyllic -real  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  was  wanting  in  nothing.  Lists  of  their  unjust 
losses  in  Salzburg  were,  on  his  Majesty^s  order,  made 
out  and  authenticated,  by  the  many  who  had  suffered 
in  that  way  there,  —  forced  to  sell  at  a  day's  notice,  and 
the  like:  —  with  these  his  Majesty  was  diligent  in  the 
Imperial  Court;  and  did  get  wiiat  human  industry  could 
of  compensation,  a  part  but  not  the  whole.  Contradic- 
tory noises  had  to  abate.  Li  the  end,  sound  purpose, 
built  on  fact  and  the  Laws  of  Nature,  carried  it;  lies, 
vituperations,  rumour  and  delusion  sank  to  zero;  and 
the  true  result  remained.  In  1738,  the  Salzburg 
Emigrant  Community  in  Preussen  held,  in  all  their 
Churches,  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving;  and  admitted  piously 
that  Heaven's  blessing,  of  a  truth,  had  been  upon  this 
King  and  them.  There  we  leave  them,  a  usefril  solid 
population  ever  since  in  those  parts;  increased  by  this 
time  we  know  not  how  many  fold. 

It  cost  Friedrich  Wilhelm  enormous  sums,  say  the 
Old  Histories;  probably  "ten  tons  of  gold.**  —  that  is 
to  say,  ten  Hundred-thousand  Thalers;  almost  150,000/.,, 
no  less!  But  he  lived  to  see  it  amply  repaid,  even  in 
his  own  time ;  how  much  more  amply  since;  —  being 
a  man  skilful  in  investments  to  a  high  degree  indeed. 
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Fancy  150,00OZ.  invested  there,  in  the  Bank  of  Nature 
herself;  and  a  Hundred-millions  invested,  say  at  Bala- 
clava, in  the  Bank  of  Newspaper  rumour:  and  the  re- 
spective rates  of  interest  they  will  yield,  a  million 
years  hence!  This  was  the  most  idyllic  of  Friedrich 
Wilhelm's  feats,  and  a  very  real  one  the  while. 

We  have  only  to  add  or  repeat,  that  Salzburgers  to 
the  number  of  about  7,000  souls  arrived  at  their  place 
this  first  year;  and  in  the  year  or  two  following,  less 
noted  by  the  public,  but  faring  steadily  forward  upon 
their  four  groschen  a  day,  10,000  more.  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  would  have  gladly  taken  the  whole;  "but 
"George  11.  took  a  certain  number,"  say  the  Prussian 
Books  (George  11.,  or  pious  Trustees  instead  of  him), 
"and  settled  them  at  Ebenezer  in  Virginia,"  —  read, 
Ebenezer  in  Georgia^  where  General  Oglethorpe  was 
busy  founding  a  Colony.*  There  at  Ebenezer  I  calcu- 
late they  might  go  ahead,  too,  after  the  questionable 
fashion  of  that  country,  and  increase  and  swell;  —  but 
have  never  heard  of  them  since. 

Salzburg  Emigration  was  a  very  real  transaction  on 
Friedrich  Wilhelm's  part;  but  it  proved  idyllic  too,  and 
made  a  great  impression  on  the  German  mind.  Readers 
know  of  a  Book  called  Hermann  and  Dorothea^  It  is 
written  by  the  great  Goethe,  and  still  worth  reading. 
The  great  Goethe  had  heard,  when  still  very  little, 
much  talk  among  the  elders  about  this  Salzburg  Pil- 

•  Petition  to  Parliament,  10th  (2l8t)  May  1788,  by  Oglethorpe  and  his 
Trustees,  for  100,000/.  to  carry  over  these  Salzbnrgers ;  which  was  granted: 
Tindal*s  Rapin  (London,  1769),  xx«  184. 
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grimage;  and  how  strange  a  thing  it  was,  tweniy  years 
ago  and  more.*  In  middle  life  he  threw  it  into  Hexa- 
meters, into  the  region  of  the  air;  and  did  that  unreal 
Shadow  of  it;  a  pleasant  work  in  its  way,  since  he  was 
not  inclined  for  more. 

*  1749  was  Goethe*a  birth-year. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

PRUSSIAN  MAJESTY  VISITS  THE  KAISER. 

Majesty  seeing  all  these  matters  well  in  train,  — 
Salzburgers  under  way,  Crown-Prince  betrothed  ac- 
cording to  his  Majesty's  and  the  Kaiser's  (not  to  her 
Majesty's,  and  high-flying  little  George  of  England  my 
!Etrother  the  Comedian's)  mind  and  will,  —  begins  to 
think  seriously  of  another  enterprise,  half  business  half 
pleasure,  which  has  been  hovering  in  his  mind  for  some 
time.  "Visit  to  my  Daughter  at  Baireuth,"  he  calls  it 
publicly;  but  it  means  intrinsically  Excursion  into  Boh- 
men,  to  have  a  word  with  the  Kaiser,  and  see  his  Im- 
perial Majesty  in  the  body  for  once.  Too  remarkable 
a  thing  to  be  omitted  by  us  here. 

Crown-Prince  does  not  accompany  on  this  occasion; 
Crown-Prince  is  with  his  Eegiment  all  this  while;  busy 
minding  his  own  affairs  in  the  Ruppin  quarter;  —  only 
hears,  with  more  or  less  interest,  of  these  Salzburg- 
Pilgrim  movements,  of  this  Excursi^on  into  B5hmen. 
Here  are  certain  scraps  of  Letters;  which,  if  once  made 
legible,  will  assist  readers  to  conceive  his  situation  and 
employments  there.  Letters  otherwise  of  no  importance; 
but  worth  reading  on  that  score.  The  first  (or  rather 
first  three,  which  we  huddle  into  one)  is  from  "Nauen," 
few  miles  off  Ruppin;  where  one  of  our  Battalions  Ues; 
requiring  frequent  visits  there: 
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1.    To  GrumkoWy  at  Berlin  (From  the  Crown-Prince), 

*'Naaen,  25th  April  1732. 

''Monsieur  my  dearest  Friend,  —  I  send  you  a  big  mass  of 
'* papers,  which  a  certain  gentleman  named  Plotz  has  trans- 
'^mitted  me.  In  faith,  I  know  not  in  the  least  what  it  is:  I 
"pray  you  present  it"  (to  his  Majesty,  or  in  the  proper  quarter), 
"  and  make  me  rid  of  it. 

^*  Tomorrow  I  go  to  Potsdam"  (a  drive  of  forty  miles  south- 
ward) ,  ''  to  see  the  exercise ,  and  if  we  do  it  here  according  to 
"pattern.  Neue  Besen  kehren  gut "  (New  brooms  sweep  clean, 
in  German);  '^I  shall  have  to  illustrate  my  new  character '*/xf 
"Colonel;  and  show  that  I  am  ein  tUchtiger  Officier  (aright 
"  Officer).    Be  what  I  may,  I  shall  to  you  always  be,"  &c  &c. 

Nauen,  1th  May  1732.  ''  *  *  Thousand  thanks  for  informing 
"  me  how  everything  goes  on  in  the  world.  Things  far  from 
"agreeable,  those  leagues"  (imaginary,  in  Tobacco-Par- 
liament) "suspected  to  be  forming  against  our  House!  But 
"if  the  Kaiser  don't  abandon  us;"  "if  God  second  the  valour 
"of  80,000  men  resolved  to  spend  their  life,"  —  "let  us  hope 
"there  will  nothing  bad  happen. 

"Meanwhile,  till  events  arrive,  I  make  a  pretty  stir  here 
"fme  trdmousse  tpi  d'importance) ,  to  bring  my  Begimentto  its 
"  requisite  perfection ;  and  I  hope  I  shall  succeed.  The  other 
"  day  I  drank  your  dear  health.  Monsieur ;  and  I  wait  only  the 
"news  from  my  Cattlestall  that  the  Calf  1  am  fattening  there 
"is  ready  for  sending  to  you.  I  imite  Mars  and  Housekeeping, 
"you  see.  Send  me  your  Secretary's  name,  that  I  may  ad- 
"  dress  your  Letters  that  way,"  —  our  Correspondence  needing 
to  be  secret  in  certain  quarters.  "*  *  "  Witii  a"  truly  infinite 
esteem  : 

"Fb6d4bio." 


I  ■.  -    '  ■ 
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Naueriy  10th  May  1732.  "You  will  see  by  this  that  I  am 
"exact  to  follow  your  instruction;  and  that  the  Schulz  of 
"Tremmen"  (Village  in  the  Brandenburg  quarter,  with  a 
Schulz  or  Mayor  to  be  depended  on)  "becomes  for  the  present 
"the  mainspring  of  our  correspondence.  I  return  you  all  the 
"things  (pieces)  you  had  the  goodness  to  communicate  to  me, 
"  —  except  Charles  Douze,  *  which  attaches  me  infinitely.  The 
"particulars  hitherto  unknown  which  he  reports;  the  greatness 
"  of  that  Prince's  actions ,  and  the  perverse  singularity  (bizar- 
^^rerie)  of  his  fortune:  all  this,  joined  to  the  lively,  brilliant 
and  charming  way  the  Author  has  of  telling  it,  renders  this 
Book  interesting  to  the  supreme  degree.  *  *  *  I  send  you  a 
fragment  of  my  correspondence  with  the  most  illustrious 
"Sieur Crochet,"  some  French  Envoy  or  Emissary,  I  conclude: 
"yon  perceive  we  go  on  very  sweetly  together,  and  are  in  a 
**high  strain.  I  am  sorry  I  burnt  one  of  his  Letters ,  wherein 
"he  assured  me  he  would  in  the  Versailles  Antechamber  itself 
"speak  of  me  to  the  King,  and  that  my  name  had  actually 
"been  mentioned  at  the  King's  Levee.  It  certainly  is  not  my 
**  ambition  to  choose  this  illustrious  mortal  to  publish  my 
renown;  on  the  contrary,  I  should  think  it  soiled  by  such  a 
mouth,  and  prostituted  if  he  were  the  publisher.  But  enough 
**of  the  Crochet:  the  kindest  thing  we  can  do  for  so  con- 
"  temptible  an  object  is  to  say  nothing  of  him  at  all."  **  —  *  * 

Letter  Second  is  to  Jagermeister  Hacke,  Captain  of 
the  Botsdam  Guard;  who  stands  in  great  nearness  to 
the  King^s  Majesty;  and,  in  fact,  is  fast  becoming  his 
£EUstotum  in  Army-details.  We ,  with  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
raine and  Majesty  in  person,  saw  his  marriage  to  the 
Excellency  Oreutz^s  FrHulein  Daughter  not  long  since ; 

•  Voltaire's  new  Book ;  lately  come  out,  '^Bftle,  1781.'* 
•*  CEwres  de  Fr4d6ric,  xvi.  49,  61. 
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who  we  trust  has  made  him  happy;  —  rich  he  is  at 
any  rate,  and  will  be  Adjutant-General  before  long: 
powerM  in  such  intricacies  as  this  that  the  Prince  has 
fallen  into. 

The  Letter  has  its  obscurities;  turns  earnestly  on 
Kecruits  tall  and  short;  nor  have  idle  Editors  helped  us, 
by  the  least  hint,  towards  ^'reading^^  it  with  more  than 
the  eyes.  Old  Dessauer  at  this  time  is  Commandant  at 
Magdeburg;  Buddenbrock,  now  passing  by  Buppin,  we 
know  for  a  high  old  General,  fit  to  carry  messages 
£rom  Majesty:  we  can  guess,  that  the  flattering  Dessauer 
has  sent  his  Majesty  Five  gigantic  men  firom  the  Magde- 
burg regiments,  and  that  Friedrich  is  ordered  to  hustle 
out  Thirty  of  insignificant  stature  firom  his  own,  by  way 
of  counter-gift  to  the  Dessauer;  —  which  Friedrich  does 
instantly,  but  cannot,  for  his  life,  see  how  (being  to- 
tally cashless)  he  is  to  replace  them  with  better,  or  re- 
place them  at  all! 

2.    To  Captain  Hacke,  of  the  Potsdam  Guard, 

"Rappin,  15th  Jnly  178S. 

*'  Mein  Gott,  what  a  piece  of  news  Buddenbrock  has  brought 
*<mel  I  am  to  get  nothing  out  of  Brandenburg,  my  dear 
''Hacke?  Thirty  men  I  had  to  sift  out  of  my  company  in 
"consequence"  (of  Buddenbrock's  order);  '*and  wheife  ami 
"now  to  get  other  thirty?  I  would  gladly  give  the  King  tall 
"men,  as  the  Dessauer  at  Magdeburg  does:  but  I  have  no 
"money;  and  I  don't  get,  or  set  up  for  getting,  six  men  for 
"  one"  (thirty  short  for  five  tall),  ^ '  as  he  does.  So  true  is  that 
"Scripture:  To  him  that  hath  shall  be  given;  and  from  him 
"that  hath  not  shall  be  taken  away  even  that  he  hathu 
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**  Small  art,  that  the  Prince  of  Dessau's  and  the  Magdeburg 
'Begiments  are  fine,  when  they  have  money  at  command,  and 
'thirty  men  gratis  over  and  above!  I,  poor  devil,  have 
'nothing ;  nor  shall  have ,  all  my  days.  Prithee ,  dear  Hacke 
^(bitte  Pin,  Ueber  Hacke) ^  think  of  all  that:  and  if  I  have  no 
'money  allowed,  I  must  bring  Asmus^  alone  as  Recruit  next 
'year;  and  my  Eegiment  will  to  a  certainty  be  rubbish 
'  (Ejroop).    Once  I  had  learned  a  German  Proverb,  — 

**  Versprechen  und  halten  (To  promise  and  to  keep) 
Ziemt  wohl  Jungen  und  Alien  (Is  pretty  for  young  and  for  old) !  '* 

"I  depend  alone  on  joii^Ihn),  dear  Hacke ;  unless  you  help, 
( there  is  a  bad  outlook.  Today  I  have  knocked  again" 
written  to  Papa  for  money) ;  "  and  if  that  does  not  help ,  it  is 
'over.  If  I  could  get  any  money  to  borrow,  it  would  do;  but 
^I  need  not  think  of  that.  Help  me  then,  dear  Hacke!  I 
'assure  you  I  will  ever  remember  it;  who ,  at  all  times,  am  my 
'dear  Herr  Captain's  devoted  (ganz  ergebener)  servant  and 
'friend,  —  Fbidbbich."** 

To  which  add  only  this  Note,  two  days  later,  to 
}eckendorf;  indicating  that  the  process  of  "  borrowing  ^^ 
las  already,  in  some  form,  begun,  —  process  which 
nil  have  to  continue,  and  to  develop  itself;  —  and 
hat  his  Majesty,  as  Seckendorf  well  knows,  is  resolved 
ipon  his  Bohemian  journey: 

3.    To  the  General  Feldzeugmeister  Chrafvon  Seckendorf, 

*'Rappiii,  17th  jQly  1783. 

"My  very  dear  General,  —  I  have  written  to  the  Eong,  that 
*I  owed  you  2,125  ihalers  for  the  Recruits;  of  which  he  says 

*  Reorait  nnkaown  to  me. 
**  In  German:  CEuvres,  xxvii.  part  8d,  p.  ill. 
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'^there  are  600  paid:  there  remain,  thereforey  l|625y  which  he 
**  will  pay  you  directly. 

''  The  King  is  going  to  Prague :  I  shall  not  be  of  the  party" 
(as  you  will).  "To  say  truth,  I  am  not  very  sorry;  for  it 
*'  would  infallibly  give  rise  to  foolish  rumours  in  the  woiid.  At 
'^the  same  time,  I  should  have  much  wished  to  see  the  Emperor, 
'*  Empress,  and  Prince  of  Lorraine,  for  whom  I  have  a  quite 
'^  particular  esteem.  I  beg  you ,  Monsieur,  to  assure  him  of  it; 
'* —  and  to  assure  yourself  that  I  shall  always  be,  —  with  a 
'* great  deal  of  consideration,  Monsieur,  mon  tris-cher  Gi- 

And  now  for  the  Bohemian  Journey,  "Visit  at 
Kladrup"  as  they  call  it;  —  Kuppin  being  left  in  this 
assiduous  and  wholesome,  if  rather  hampered  conditicm. 

Kaiser  Karl  and  his  Empress,  in  this  summer  of 
1732,  were  at  Karlsbad,  taking  the  waters  for  a  few 
weeks.  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  who  had  long,  for  yarious 
reasons,  wished  to  see  his  Kaiser  face  to  face,  thought 
this  would  be  a  good  opportunity.  The  Kaiser  himself, 
knowing  how  it  stood  with  the  Jtilich-and-Berg  and 
other  questions,  was  not  anxious  for  such  an  interview: 
still  less  were  his  official  people;  among  whom  the  very 
ceremonial  for  such  a  thing  was  matter  of  abstruse  dif- 
ficulty. Seckendorf  accordingly  had  been  instructed  to 
hunt  wide,  and  throw  in  discouragements,  so  far  as 
possible;  —  which  he  did,  but  without  effect  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  had  set  his  heart  upon  the  thing;  wished  to 
behold  for  once  a  Head  of  Uie  Holy  Boman  EmpiiOi 
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and  Supreme  of  Christendom;  —  also  to  see  a  little, 
with  his  own  eyes,  into  certain  matters  Imperial. 

And  so,  since  an  express  visit  to  Karlsbad  might 
give  rise  to  newspaper  rumours,  and  will  not  suit,  it  is 
settled,  There  shall  be  an  accidental  intersection  of 
routes,  as  the  Kaiser  travels  homeward,  —  say  in  some 
quiet  Bohemian  Schloss  or  Hunting  seat  of  the  Kaiser's 
own,  whither  the  King  may  come  incognito;  and  thus, 
with  a  minimum  of  noise,  may  the  needful  passage  of 
hospitality  be  done.  Easy  all  of  this:  only  the  Vienna 
Ministers  are  dreadfully  in  doubt  about  the  ceremonial, 
Whether  the  Imperial  hand  can  be  given  (I  forget  if 
for  kissing  or  for  shaking)?  —  nay  at  last  they  man- 
fblly  declare  that  it  cannot  be  given;  and  wish  his 
Prussian  Majesty  to  understand  that  it  must  be  refused.'*' 
"i?tf»  summcB  consequentice"  say  they;  and  shake  solemnly 
their  big  wigs.  —  Nonsense  (Narrenpossen)  I  answers  the 
Prussian  Majesty:  You,  Seckendorf,  settle  about  quar- 
ters, reasonable  food,  reasonable  lodging;  and  I  will  do 
ihe  ceremonial. 

Seckendorf,  —  worth  glancing  into ,  for  biographical 
purposes,  in  this  place,  —  has  written  to  his  Court: 
That,  as  to  the  victual  department,  his  Majesty  goes 
upon  good  common  meat;  flesh,  to  which  may  be  added 
all  manner  of  river-fish  and  crabs:  sound  old  Rhenish 
IB  his  drink,  with  supplements  of  brown'  and  of  white 
beer.  Dinner-table  to  be  spread  always  in  some  airy 
place,  gardenhouse,  tent,  big  clean  bam,  —  Majesly 
likes  air,  of  all  things;  —  will  sleep,  too,  in  a  clean 

•  FSrster,  i.  888. 
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bam  or  garden-house:  better  anytlmig  than  being  stifled, 
thinks  his  Majesty.  Who,  for  the  rest,  does  not  like 
mounting  stairs.*  These  are  the  reguhitioiis;  and  we 
need  not  doubt  they  were  complied  with. 


Sunday,  27th  July  1732,  accordingly,  his 
with  five  or  six  carriages,  quits  Berlin,  before  the  son 
is  up,  as  is  his  wont:  eastward,  by  the  road  for  Frank- 
furt on  the  Oder;  "intends  to  look  at  Schulanburg's  X6- 
giment,^'  which  lies  in  those  parts,  —  Schnlenbuzg^s 
regiment  for  one  thing:  the  rest  is  secret  from  the  pro- 
fane vulgar.  Schulenburg's  regiment  (drawn  up  for 
Church,  I  should  suppose)  is  soon  looked  at;  Schulen- 
burg  himself,  by  preappointment,  joins  the  traveUing 
party,  which  now  consists  of  the  King  and  Eight:  — 
knoiA-n  figures,  seven,  Buddenbrock,  Schnlenbug, 
Waldau,  Derschau,  Seckendoif,  Grumkow,  Captain 
Hacke  of  the  Potsdam  Guard;  and  for  eighth  the  Dutch 
Ambassador,  Ginkel,  an  accomplished  knowing  kind  of 
man,  whom  also  my  readers  have  occasionally  seen. 
Their  conversation,  road-colloquy,  could  it  interest  any 
modem  reader?  It  has  gone  all  to  dusk;  we  can  know 
only  that  it  was  human,  solid,  for  most  part,  and  had 
much  tobacco  intermingled.  They  were  all  of  the  Cal- 
vinistic  persuasion,  of  the  military  profession;  knew 
that  life  is  very  serious,  that  speech  without  cause  i8 
much  to  be  avoided.  They  travelled  swiftly,  dined  in 
airy  places:  they  are  a  fact^  they  and  their  summer 
dustdoud  there,  whirling  through  die  vacancy  of  that 

*  Scdeadocft  B«pon  {in.  FCmcr,  i.  390). 


CHAP.IY.]     PRUSSIAN  MAJESTY  VISITS  THE  KAISER.  287 

28th  July  1782. 

dim  Time;   and  have  an  interest  for  us,  though  an  un- 
important one. 

The  first  night  they  got  to  Grtlnberg;  a  pleasant 
Town,  of  vineyards  and  of  looms,  across  the  Silesian 
frontier.  They  are  now  turning  more  southeastward; 
they  sleep  here,  in  the  Kaiser's  territory,  welcomed  by 
some  Official  persons;  who  signify  that  the  overjoyed 
Imperial  Majesty  has,  as  was  extremely  natural,  paid 
the  bill  everywhere.  On  the  morrow,  before  the  shuttles 
awaken,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  is  gone  again;  towards  the 
Glogau  region,  intending  forLiegnitz  that  night  Cour- 
sing rapidly  through  the  green  Silesian  Lowlands,  blue 
Giant  Mountains  {Riesengehirge)  beginning  to  rise  on  the 
south  and  left.  Dines,  at  noon,  under  a  splendid  tent, 
in  a  country  place  called  Polkwitz,*  with  country  No- 
bilily  (sorrow  on  them,  and  yet  thanks  to  them)  come 
to  do  reverence.     At  night  he  gets  to  Liegnitz. 

Here  is  Liegnitz,  then.  Here  are  theKatzbach  and 
die  Blackwater  (Schwarzwasser),  famed  in  war,  your 
Majesty;  here  they  coalesce;  gray  ashlar  houses  (not 
without  inhabitants  unknown  to  us)  looking  on.  Here 
are  the  venerable  walls  and  streets  of  Liegnitz;  and  the 
Castle  which  defied  Baty  Khan  and  his  Tartars,  five 
hundred  years  ago.  **  —  Oh,  your  Majesty,  this  Lieg- 
nitz, with  its  princely  Castle,  and  wide  rich  Territory, 
the  bulk  of  the  Silesian  Lowland,  whose  is  it  if  right 

•  **Balkowitz,"  say  PoUnltz  (ii.  407)  and  FSrstor;  which  ia  not  the  eor* 
rect  name. 

**  1241 ,  the  Invasion,  and  Battle  here,  of  this  unexpected  Barbarluu 


288  friedrich's  apprenticeship,  last  btaq^e.  [booku. 

S8tlL  July  ITU 

were  done?  Hm,  his  Majesty  knows  foil  well;  ia 
Seckendorfs  presence,  and  going  on  such  an  enraad, 
we  must  not  speak  of  certain  things.  Bnt  the  undis- 
puted truth  is,  Duke  Friedrich  n.,  come  of  Uie  SoTeteign 
Piasts,  made  that  ErbverhrUderung  ^  and  his  Grandson^B 
Grandson  died  childless:  so  the  heirship  fell  to  tK,  as 
the  biggest  wig  in  the  most  benighted  Chancery  would 
have  to  grant;  —  only  the  Kaiser  will  not,  never  would; 
the  Kaiser  plants  his  armed  self  on  Schlesien,  and  will 
hear  no  pleading.  Jagemdorf  too,  which  we  purchased 
with  our  own  money  —  No  more  of  that;  it  is  too 
miserable!  Very  impossible  too,  while  we  have  Berg 
and  Jiilich  in  the  wind!  — 

At  Liegnitz,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  "reviews  the  gam- 
son,  cavalry  and  infantry,^'  before  starting;  then  off  for 
Glatz,  some  sixty  miles  before  we  can  dine.  The  goal 
is  towards  Bohemia,  all  this  while;  and  his  Majes^, 
had  he  liked  the  mountain-passes ,  and  unlevel  ways  of 
the  Giant  Mountains,  might  have  found  a  shorter  road 
and  a  much  more  picturesque  one.  Road  abounding  in 
gloomy  valleys,  intricate  rock -labyrinths,  haunts  of 
Sprite  Eubezahl,  sources  of  the  Elbe  and  I  know  not 
what.  Majesty  likes  level  roads,  and  interesting  rook- 
labyrinths  built  by  man  rather  than  by  Nature.  Migesty 
makes  a  wide  sweep  round  to  the  east  of  all  that;  leaves 
the  Giant  Mountains,  and  their  intricacies,  as  a  blue 
Sierra  far  on  his  left,  —  had  rather  see  Glatz  Fortress 
than  the  caverns  of  the  Elbe;  and  will  cross  into  Bohe- 
mia, where  the  Hills  are  fallen  lowest.  At  Glatz  during 
dinner,  numerous  Nobilities  are  again  in  waiting.  Glatz 
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in  J^gemdorf  region:  J&gemdorf,  which  we  purchased 
ith  our  own  money,  is  and  remains  ours,  in  spite  of 
le  mishaps  of  the  Thirty -Years  War;  —  ours^  the 
irkest  Chancery  would  be  obliged  to  say,  from  under 
16  immensest  wig!  Patience,  your  Majesty;  Time 
rings  roses!  — 

From  Glatz,  after  viewing  the  works,  .drilling  the 
lard  a  little,  not  to  speak  of  dining,  and  despatching 
le  Nobilities,  his  Majesly  takes  the  road  again;  turns 
yw  abruptly  westward,  across  the  Hills  at  their  lowest 
>int;  into  Bohemia,  which  is  close  at  hand.  Lewin, 
achod,  these  are  the  Bohemian  villages,  with  their 
tmnant  of  Czechs;  not  a  prosperous  population  to  look 
)on:  but  it  is  the  Kaiser^s  own  Kingdom;  "King  of 
ohemia*^  one  of  his  Titles  ever  since  Sigismund  Super- 
rasmmaticam^s  time.  And  here  now,  at  the  meeting  of 
e  waters  {^Elbe  one  of  them,  a  brawling  mountain- 
ream)  is  Jaromierz,  respectable  little  Town,  with  an 
aperial  Officiality  in  it,  —  where  the  Official  Grentle- 
en  meet  us  all  in  gala,  "Thrice  welcome  to  this 
ingdom,  your  Majesiy!"  —  and  signify  that  they  are 

wait  upon  us  henceforth,  while  we  do  the  Kaiser^s 
ingdom  of  Bohemia  that  honour. 

It  is  Tuesday  night,  29th  July,  this  first  night  in 
ohemia.  The  Official  Gentlemen  lead  his  Majesty  to 
iperb  rooms,  new-hung  with  crimson  velvet,  and  the 
,e  gold  fringes  and  tresses,  -  very  grand  indeed; 
it  probably  not  so  airy  as  we  wish.  "This  is  the 
ay  the  Kaiser  lodges  in  his  journeys;  and  your  Majesty 

to  be  served  like  him.*^     The  goal  of  our  journey  ia 

CoTlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  IV,  V^ 
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now  within  few  miles.  Wednesday,  30th  July  1732, 
his  Majesty  awakens  again,  within  these  crimsoii-veWet 
hangings  with  the  gold  tresses  and  fringes,  not  so  aiiy 
as  he  could  wish;  despatches  Gnmikow  to  the  Ejuser, 
who  is  not  many  miles  off,  to  signify  what  hononr  we 
would  do  ourselves. 

It  was  .on  Saturday  last  that  the  Kaiser  and  Kai- 
serinn,  returning  from  Karlsbad,  illuminated  Prag  with 
their  serene  presence;  "attended  high-mass,  vespers," 
and  a  good  deal  of  other  worship,  as  the  meagre  old 
Newspapers  report  for  us,  on  that  and  the  Sunday 
following.  And  then  ''on  Monday,  at  six  in  the  mom- 
ing/'  both  the  Majesties  left  Prag,  for  a  place  called 
Chlumetz,  southwestward  thirty  miles  off,  in  the  Elhe 
region,  where  they  have  a  pretty  Hunting  Castle;  Kaiser 
intending  "sylvan  sport  for  a  few  days,"  says  the  old 
rag  of  a  Newspaper,  "and  then  to  return  to  Prag."  It 
is  here  that  Grumkow,  after  a  pleasant  morning's  drive 
of  thirty  miles  with  the  sun  on  his  back,  finds  Kaiser 
Karl  YL;  and  makes  his  announcements,  and  diplo- 
matic inquiries  what  next 

Had  Friedrich  Wilhelm  been  in  Potsdam  or  Wnster- 
hausen,  and  heard  that  Kaiser  Karl  was  within  thirty 
miles  of  him,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  would  have  cried,  witii 
open  anns.  Come,  come!  But  the  Imperial  Majesty  ib 
otherwise  hampered;  has  his  rhadamanthine  Anlic  Coun- 
cillors, in  vast  amplitude  of  wig,  sternly  engaged  in 
study  of  the  etiquettes:  they  have  settled  that  the 
meeting  cannot  be  in  Chlumetz;  lest  it  might  lead  to 
night's  lodgings,    and  to  intricacies.     "Let  it  be  at 
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Kladrap,''  say  theAmple-wigged;  Kladrup,  an  Imperial 
Stad,  or  Horse -Farm,  half-a-dozen  miles  from  this; 
where  there  is  room  for  nothing  more  than  dinner. 
There  let  the  meeting  be,  tomorrow  at  a  set  hour;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  we  will  take  precautions  for  the  eti- 
quettes. So  it  is  settled,  and  Grumkow  returns  with 
the  decision  in  a  complimentary  form. 

Through  Koniggrfitz,  down  the  right  bank  of  the 
Upper  Elbe,  on  the  morrow  morning,  Thursday,  31st 
Jnly  1732,  Friedrich  Wilhehn  rushes  on  towards  Klad- 
mp;  finds  that  little  village,  with  the  Horse  Edifices, 
looking  snug  enough  in  the  valley  of  Elbe;  —  alights, 
welcomed  by  Prince  Eugenio  von  Savoye,  with  word 
that  the  Kaiser  is  not  come,  but  steadily  expected  soon. 
Prince  Eugenio  von  Savoye:  Ach  Gott,  it  is  another 
thing,  your  Highness,  than  when  we  met  in  the  Flanders 
Wars,  long  since;  —  at  Malplaquet  that  morning,  when 
your  Highness  had  been  to  Brussels,  visiting  your  Lady 
Mother  in  case  of  the  worst!  Slightly  grayer  your 
Highness  is  grown;  I  too  am  nothing  like  so  nimble; 
the  great  Duke,  poor  man,  is  dead!  —  Prince  Eugenio 
▼on  Savoye,  we  need  not  doubt,  took  snuflP,  and 
answered  in  a  sprightly  appropriate  manner. 

Kladrup  is  a  Country  House  as  well  as  a  Horse 
Fann:  a  square  court  is  the  interior,  as  I  gather,  the 
Horse-buildings  at  a  reverent  distance  forming  the 
fonrth  side.  In  the  centre  of  this  court,  —  see  what  a 
contrivance  the  Aulic  Coimcillors  have  hit  upon,  — 
&ere  is  a  wooden  stand  built,  with  three  staircaaoa 

1^* 
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leading  up  to  it,  one  for  each  person,  and  three  gat 
leries  leading  off  from  it  into  suites  of  rooms:  no 
question  of  precedence  here,  where  each  of  you  has  his 
own  staircase  and  own  gallery  to  his  apartment!  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  looks  down  like  a  rhinoceros  on  all  those 
cobwebberies.  No  sooner  are  the  Elaiser's  caniage- 
wheels  heard  within  the  court,  than  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
rashes  down,  by  what  staircase  is  readiest;  forward  to 
the  very  carriage-door;  and  flings  his  arms  aboat  the 
Kaiser,  embracing  and  embraced,  like  mere  hnman 
friends  glad  to  see  one  another.  On  these  terms,  they 
mount  their  wooden-stand,  Majesty  of  Prossia,  ELaiser, 
Kaiserinn,  each  by  his  own  staircase;  see,  for  a  space 
of  two  hours,  the  Kaiser^s  foals  and  horses  led  about, 
—  which  at  least  fills  up  any  gap  in  conyersation  that 
may  threaten  to  occur.  The  Kaiser,  a  little  man  of 
high  and  humane  air,  is  not  bright  in  talk;  the  Empress, 
a  Brunswick  Princess  of  fine  carriage,  Qranddanghter 
of  old  Anton  Ulrich  who  wrote  the  Novels,  if  likewise 
of  mute  humour  in  public  life:  but  old  Nord-Teatscfa- 
land,  cradle  of  one^s  existence ;  Brunswick  reminiscences; 
news  of  your  Imperial  Majesty^s  serene  Father,  serene 
Sister,  Brother-in-Law  the  Feldmarschall,  and  Insipid 
Niece  whom  we  have  had  the  satis&u^on  to  betrpth 
lately,  —  frimish  small-talk  where  needfril. 

Dinner  being  near,  you  go  by  your  own  gaUexy  to 
dress.  From  the  drawing-room,  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
leads  out  the  Kaiserinn;  the  Kaiser,  as  Head  of  the 
world,  walks  first,  though  without  any  lady.  How 
they  drank  the  healths,  gave  and  received  the  ewers 
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nd  towels,  is  written  duly  in  the  old  Books,  but  was 
8  indifferent  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm  as  it  is  to  us;  what 
beir  conversation  was,  let  no  man  presume  to  ask.  Dullish, 
re  should  apprehend,  —  and  perhaps  better  lost  to  us  ? 
)ut  where  there  are  tongues,  there  are  topics:  the  Loom 
f  Time  wags  always,  and  with  it  the  tongues  of  men. 
ZjaiBer  and  Kaiserinn  have  both  been  in  Karlsbad 
lAely;  Kaiser  and  Kaiserinn  both  have  sailed  to  Spain, 
1  old  days,  and  been  in  sieges  and  things  memorable: 
\iedrich  Wilhelm,  solid  Squire  Western  of  the  North, 
.068  not  want  for  topics,  and  talks  as  a  solid  rustic 
■entleman  will.  Native  politeness  he  knows  on 
ccasion;  to  etiquette,  so  far  as  concerns  his  own 
retensions,  he  feels  callous  altogether,  —  dimly 
ensible  that  the  Eighteenth  Century  is  setting  in,  and 
liat  solid  musketeers  and  not  goldsticks  are  now  the 
Important  thing.  "I  felt  mad  to  see  him  so  humiliate 
Umself,^*  said  Grumkow  afterwards  to  Wilhelmina, 
fenragema  dans  ma  peau:^*  why  not? 

Dinner  lasted  two  hours;  the  Empress  rising.  Fried- 
leh  Wilhelm  leads  her  to  her  room;  then  retires  to  his 
wn,  and  "in  a  quarter  of  an  hour"  is  visited  there  by 
be  Kaiser;  "who  conducts  him,"  in  so  many  minutes 
xaet  by  the  watch,  "back  to  the  Empress,"  —  for  a 
[p  of  coffee,  as  one  hopes;  which  may  wind  up  the 
nteahdew  well.  The  sun  is  still  a  good  space  &om 
etting,  when  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  after  cordial  adieus, 
.eglectibl  of  etiquette,  is  rolling  rapidly  towards  Nim- 
iiirg,  thirty  miles  off  on  the  Frag  Highway;  and 
User  Karl  with  his  Spouse  move  delibeiatAlj  txr^raAE 
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Chlumetz  to  hunt  again.  In  Nimburg  Friedrich  WH- 
helm  sleeps,  that  night;  —  Imperial  Majesties ,  in  a 
much-tumbled  world,  of  wild  horses,  ceremonial  ewers, 
and  Eugenios  of  Savoy  and  Malplaquet,  probably 
peopling  his  dreams.  K  it  please  Heaven,  there  may 
be  another  private  meeting,  a  day  or  two  hence. 

Nimburg,  ah  your  Majesly,  Son  Fritz  will  have  a 
night  in  Nimburg  too;  —  riding  slowly  thither  amid 
the  wrecks  of  Kolin  Battle,  not  to  sleep  well;  —  but 
that  happily  is  hidden  from  your  Majesty.  Kolin, 
Ozaslau  (Chotusitz),  Elbe  Teinitz,  —  here  in'  this 
Kladrup  region,  your  Majesty  is  driving  amid  poor 
Villages  which  will  be  very  famous  by  and  by.  And 
Prag  itself  will  be  doubly  famed  in  war,  if  your 
Majesty  knew  it,  and  the  Ziscaberg  be  of  bloodier 
memory  than  the  Weissenberg  itself!  —  Bis  Majesty, 
the  morrow^s  sun  having  risen  upon  Nimburg,  rolls 
into  Prag  successfully  about  eleven  a.  m.,  TTill  of  Zisca 
not  disturbing  him;  goes  to  the  Klein-Seite  Quarter, 
where  an  Aulic  Councillor  with  fine  Palace  is  ready; 
all  the  cannon  thundering  from  the  walls  at  his  Majest^^s 
advent;  and  Prince  Eugenie,  the  ever-present,  being 
there  to  receive  his  Majesty,  —  and  in  fact  to  invite 
him  to  dinner  this  day  at  half-past  twelve.  It  is 
Friday,  1st  of  August  1732. 

By  a  angular  chance,  there  is  preserved  for  ub  in 
Fassmann's  Book,  what  we  may  call  an  Excerpt  from 
the  old  Morning  Post  of  Prag,  bringing  that  extinct 
Day  into  clear  light  again;  recaUing  the  vanifihed 
Dinner-Party  from  the  realms  of  Hades,  as  a  Aing 
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that  once  actually  was»  The  List  of  the  Dinner-guests 
is  given  cohiplete;  vanished  ghosts,  whom,  in  studying 
the  old  History-Books,  you  can,  with  a  kind  of  interest, 
fish  up  into  visibility  at  wilL  There  is  Prince  Eugenie 
von  Savoye  at  the  bottom  of  the  table,  in  the  Thum- 
and-Taxis  Palace  where  he  lodges;  there  bodily,  the 
litde  man,  in  gold-laced  coat  of  imknown  cut;  the  eyes 
and  the  temper  bright  and  rapid,  as  usual,  or  more; 
nose  not  unprovided  with  snufiP,  and  lips  in  con- 
sequence rather  open.  Be  seated,  yoiir  Majesty,  high 
gentlemen  all. 

A  big  chair  of  state  stands  for  his  Majesty,  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  table:  his  Majesty  will  none  of  it;  sits 
down  close  by  Prince  Eugene  at  the  very  bottom,  and 
opposite  Prince  Alexander  of  Wtlrtemberg,  whom  we 
Iiad  at  Berlin  lately,  a  General  of  note  in  the  Turkish 
and  other  wars:  here  probably  there  will  be  better 
talk;  and  the  big  chair  may  preside  over  us  in  vacancy. 
Which  it  does.  Prince  Alexander,  Imperial  General 
against  the  Turks,  and  Heir-Apparent  of  Wiirtemberg 
withal,  can  speak  of  many  things  >  —  hardly  much  of 
his  serene  Cousin  the  reigning  Duke;  whose  health  is 
in  a  too  interesting  state,  the  good  though  unlucky 
man.  Of  the  Gr^venitz  sitting  now  in  limbo,  or 
travelling  about  disowned,  ton  jours  un  lavement  a  ses 
trousses,  let  there  be  deep  silence.  But  the  Prince 
Alexander  can  answer  abundantly  on  other  heads.  He 
comes  to  his  inheritance  a  few  months  hence;  actual 
reigning  Duke,  the  poor  serene  Cousin  having  died: 
and  perhaps  we  shall  meet  him  transiently  agaiii. 
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He  is  Ancestor  of  the  Czars  of  Bussia,  this  Prinee 
Alexander,  who  is  now  dining  here  in  the  body,  along 
with  Friedrich  Wilhelm  and  Prince  Eugene:  Paul  of 
Russia,  unbeautiful  Paul,  married  the  second  time,  fimn 
Miimpelgard  (what  the  French  call  Montbeillard,  in 
Alsace),  a  serene  Granddaughter  of  his,  from  whom 
come  the  Czars,  —  thanks  to  her  or  not  Prinee 
Alexander  is  Ancestor  withal  of  our  present  '*  Kings  of 
Wtirtemberg,"  if  that  mean  anything:  Father  (what 
will  mean  something)  to  the  serene  Duke,  still  in 
swaddling-clothes,*  who  will  be  Son-in-law  to  Prinoesi 
Wilhelmina  of  Baireuth  (could  your  Majesty  foresee  it); 
and  will  do  strange  pranks  in  the  world,  upon  Poet 
Schiller  and  others.  Him  too,  and  Brothers  of  his, 
were  they  bom  and  become  of  size,  we  shall  meet  A 
noticeable  man,  and  not  without  sense,  this  Prince 
Alexander;  who  is  now  of  a  surety  eating  with  us,  — 
as  we  find  by  the  extinct  Morning  Post  in  Fassmaoa^s 
old  Book. 

Of  the  other  eating  figures,  Stahrenbergs,  Stem- 
bergs,  Einsky  Ambassador  to  England,  Kinsky  Am- 
bassador to  France,  high  Austrian  dignitaries,  we  shall 
say  nothing:  —  who  would  listen  to  us?  Hardly  can 
the  Hof-Kanzler  Count  von  Sinzendorf,  supreme  of 
Aulic  men,  who  holds  the  rudder  of  Austrian  State- 
Policy,  and  probably  feels  himself  loaded  with  import- 
ance beyond  most  mortals  now  eating  here  or  ebe- 
where,  —  gain  the  smallest  recognition  from  obliTioim 

*  Born,  Slat  Janoary  178S;  Karl  Eogen  the  name  of  him  (MichaeliSi 
Ui.460). 
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English  readers  of  our  time.  It  is  certain  he  eats  here 
on  this  occasion;  and  to  his  Majesty  he  does  not  want 
for  importance.  His  Majesty,  intent  on  Jiilich  and 
Berg  and  other  high  matters,  spends  many  hours  next 
day,  in  earnest  private  dialogue  with  him.  We  men- 
tion farther,  with  satisfaction,  that  Grumkow  and 
Ordnance-Master  Seckendorf  are  both  on  the  list,  and 
all  our  Prussian  party,  down  to  Hacke  of  the  Potsdam 
grenadiers,  Mend  Schulenburg  visibly  eating  among 
the  others.  Also  that  the  dinner  was  glorious  (herrlich\ 
and  ended  about  five.*  After  which  his  Majesty  went 
to  two  evening  parties,  of  a  high  order,  in  the 
Hradschin  Quarter  or  elsewhere;  cards  in  the  one  (unless 
jon  liked  to  dance,  or  grin  idle  talk  £rom  you),  and 
sapper  in  the  other. 

His  Majesty  amused  himself  for  four  other  days  in 
Prag,  interspersing  long  earnest  dialogues  with  Sinzen- 
dorf ,  with  whom  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  Satur- 
day,** —  results  as  to  Jtilich  and  Berg  of  a  rather 
doudy  nature.  On  Saturday  came  the  Kaiser,  too, 
and  Kaiserinn  to  their  high  House,  the  Schloss  in  Prag; 
and  there  occurred,  in  the  incognito  form,  ^*as  if  by 
accident,^'  three  visits  or  counter-visits,  two  of  them  of 
gome  length.  The  King  went  dashing  about;  saw, 
deliberately  or  in  glimpses,  all  manner  of  things,  — 
from  "the  Military  Hospital"  to  "the  Tongue  of  St 
Nepomuk"  again.  Nepomuk,  an  imaginary  Saint  of 
those  parts;  pitched  into  the  Moldau,  as  is  fancied  and 

*  FMsmann,  p.  474.  «•  P611nlti,  U.411« 
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fabled,  by  wicked  King  Wenzel  (King  and  Deposed- 
Kaiser,  whom  we  have  heard  of),  for  speaking  and 
revising  to  speak;  Nepomok  is  now  become  the  Patron 
of  Bridges,  in  consequence;  stands  there  in  bronze  on 
the  Bridge  of  Prag;  and  still  shows  a  dried  Tongoe 
in  the  world:*  this  latter,  we  expresslj  find,  his 
Majesty  saw. 

On  Sunday,  his  Majesty,  nothing  of  a  straitlaoed 
man,  attended  divine  or  quasi -divine  worship  in  the 
Cathedral  Church,  —  where  high  Prince  Bishops  de- 
livered palliums,  did  histrionisms ;  ^'manifested  the  ab- 
surditdt  of  Papistry^'  more  or  less.  Coming  out  of  the 
Church,  he  was  induced  to  step  in  and  see  the  rooms 
of  the  Schloss,  or  Imperial  Palace.  In  one  of  the 
rooms,  as  if  by  accident,  the  Kaiser  was  found  lounging: 
"Extremely  delighted  to  see  your  Majesty!"  —  and 
they  had  the  first  of  their  long  or  considerable  dialogues 
together;  purport  has  not  transpired.  The  second  con- 
siderable dialogue  was  on  the  morrow,  when  Imperial 
Majesty,  as  if  by  accident,  found  himself  in  the  Coont- 
Nostitz  Palace,  where  Friedrich  Wilhelm  lodges.  De- 
lighted to  be  so  fortunate  again!  Hope  your  Mijesty 
likes  Prag?  Eternal  Mendship,  Oh  ja:  —  and  as  to 
Jtilich  and  Berg?     Particulars  have  not  transpired. 

Prag  is  a  place  full  of  sights:  his  Majesty,  dashing 
about  in  all  quarters,  has  a  busy  time;  affairs  of  state 
(Jtilich  and  Berg  principally)  alternating  with  what  we 
now  call  the  Uons,     Zisca^s  drum,  for  instance,  in  the 

*  Die  Legende  twn  heiligen  Johann  von  Sepomukp  ron  D.  Otto  Abel 
(Berlin,  1855);  en  aeate  bit  of  Historical  Criticirai. 
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Arsenal  here?  Would  your  Majesty  wish  to  see  Zisca's 
own  skin,  which  he  bequeathed  to  be  a  drum  when  he 
liad  done  with  it?  ^^Narrenpossen!** —  for  indeed  the 
thing  is  fabulous,  though  in  character  with  Zisca.  Or 
the  Council-Chamber  window,  out  of  which  "the  Three 
Prag  Projectiles  fell  into  the  Night  of  things,"  as  a 
modem  Historian  expresses  it?  Three  Official  Gentle- 
men, flung  out  one  monung,*  70  feet,  but  fell  on 
"sewerage,"  and  did  not  die,  but  set  the  whole  world 
on  fire?  That  is  too  certain,  as  his  Majesty  knows: 
that  brought  the  crowning  of  the  Winter-EIng,  Battle 
of  the  Weissenberg,  Thirty- Years  War;  and  lost  us 
JSgemdorf  and  much  else. 

Or  Wallenstein's  Palace,  —  did  your  Majesty  look 
at  that?  A  thing  worth  glancing  at,  on  the  score  of 
History  and  even  of  Natural-History.  That  rugged 
8on  of  steel  and  gunpowder  could  not  endure  the  least 
noise  in  his  sleeping-room  or  even  sitting-room,  —  a 
difficulty  in  the  soldiering  way  of  life;  — and  had,  if 
I  remember,  one  hundred  and  thirty  houses  torn  away 
in  Prag,  and  sentries  posted  all  round  in  the  distance, 
to  secure  silence  for  his  much -meditating  indignant 
souL  And  yonder  is  the  Weissenberg,  conspicuous  in 
the  western  suburban  region:  and  here  in  the  eastern, 
dose  by,  is  the  Ziscaberg;  —  0  Heaven,  your  Majesty, 
on  this  Zisca-Hill  will  be  a 'new  "Battle  of  Prag," 
which  will  throw  the  Weissenberg  into  eclipse;  and 
there  is  awful  fighting  coming  on  in  these  parts 
again!  — 

•  13th  (23d)  May  1618  (K6hler,  p.  S07). 
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The  third  of  tbe  considerable  dialogues  in  Prag 
was  on  this  same  Monday  night;  when  his  Migesty 
went  to  wait  upon  the  Kaiserinn,  and  the  Kaiser  soon 
accidentallj  joined  them.  Precious  gracious  words 
passed;  —  on  Berg  and  Jiilich  nothing  particular,  that 
we  hear;  —  and  the  High  Personages,  with  assurances 
of  everlasting  friendship,  said  adieu;  and  met  no  more 
in  this  world.  On  his  toilet-table  Friedrich  Wilhehn 
found  a  gold  Tobacco-box,  sent  hj  the  highest  Lady 
extant;  gold  Tobacco-box,  item  gold  Tobacco-stopper 
or  Pipe-picker:  such  the  parting  gifte  of  her  Imperial 
Majesty.  Very  precious  indeed,  and  grateful  to  the 
honest  heart;  —  yet  testifying  too  (as  was  afterwards 
suggested  to  the  royal  mind)  what  these  high  people 
think  of  a  rustic  Orson  King;  and  how  they  fling  their 
nose  into  the  air  over  his  Tabagies  and  him. 

On  the  morrow  morning  early,  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
rolls  away  again  homewards,  by  Karlsbad,  by  Baireuth; 
aU  the  cannon  of  Prag  saying  thrice.  Good  speed  to 
him.  ^He  has  had  a  glorious  time,"  said  the  Berlin 
Court-lady  to  Queen  Sophie  one  evening;  ^'no  end  of 
"kindness  from  the  Imperial  Majesties:  but  has  he 
"brought  Berg  and  Jfilich  in  his  pocket?"  —  Alas, 
not  a  fragment  of  them;  nor  of  any  solid  thing  what- 
ever, except  it  be  the  gold  Tobacco-box;  and  the  con- 
firmation of  our  Claims  on  East  Friesland  (cheap  liberty 
to  let  us  vindicate  them  if  we  can) ,  if  you  reckon  that 
a  solid  thing.  These  two  Imperial  gifts,  such  as. they 
are,  he  has  consciously  brought  back  with  him;  —  and 
perhaps,  though  as  yet  unconsciously     a  third  gift,  of 
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mucli  more  value,  once  it  is  developed  into  clearness: 
some  dim  trace  of  insight  into  the  no-meaning  of  these 
high  people^  and  how  they  consider  us  as  mere  Orsons, 
and  wild  Bisons,  whom  they  will  do  the  honour  to  con- 
sume as  provision,  if  we  behave  well! 

The  great  Bang  Friedrich,  now  Crown-Prince  at 
Suppin,  writing  of  this  Journey  long  afterwards,  — 
hastily,  incorrectly,  as  his  wont  is,  in  regard  to  all 
manner  of  minute  outward  particulars;  and  somewhat 
maltreating,  or  at  least  misplacing,  even  the  inward 
meaning,  which  was  well  known  to  him  wiihovt  in- 
vestigation, but  which  he  is  at  no  trouble  to  date  for 
himself,  and  has  dated  at  random,  —  says,  in  his  thin 
rapi^  way,  with  much  polished  bitterness: 

"His"  (King  Friedrich  Wilhelm's)  "experience  on  this  oc- 
"  casion  served  to  prove  that  good-faith  and  the  virtues ,  so 
"contrary  to  the  corruption  of  the  age,  do  not  succeed  in  it. 
"Politicians  have  banished  sincerity  (la  candeur)  into  private 
"life:  they  look  upon  themselves  as  raised  quite  above  the 
"laws  which  they  enjoin  on  other  people;  and  give  way 
"without  reserve  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  depraved  mind. 

"The  guaranty  of  Jiilich  and  Berg,  which  Seckendorf  had 
"formally  promised  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  went  off  in 
"smoke;  and  the  Imperial  Ministers  were  in  a  disposition  so 
"opposed  to  Prussia,  the  King  saw  clearly"  (not  for  some 
years  yet)  "that  if  there  was  a  Court  in  Europe  intending  to 
"cross  his  interests,  it  was  certainly  that  of  Vienna.  This 
"  Visit  of  his  to  the  Emperor  was  like  that  of  Solon  to  Croesus  " 
(Solon  not  recognisable,  in  the  grenadier  costume ,  amid  the 
tobacco-smoke,  and  dim  accompaniments!)  —  ''and  he  re- 
" turned  to  Berlin,  rich  still  in  his  own  virtue.    The  most 
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" punctilioiis  censors  could  find  no  fault  in  his  conduct,  except 
^^a  probity  carried  to  excess.  The  Interview  ended  as  those 
**  of  Kings  often  do :  it  cooled **  (not  for  some  time  jet) ,  ''  or  to 
'^say  better,  it  extingoished  the  friendship  there  had  been 
"between  the  two  Courts.  Friedrich  Wilhehn  left  Prag  full 
"of  contempt"  (dimly,  altogether  unconsciously,  tending  to 
have  some  contempt,  and  in  the  end  to  be  full  of  it)  ''for  the 
"  deceitfulness  and  pride  of  the  Imperial  Court:  and  the  £m- 
"peror*s  Ministers  disdained  a  Sovereign  who  looked  without 
"interest  on  frivolous  ceremonials  and  precedences.  Km  they 
"considered  too  ambitious  in  aiming  at  the  Berg  and  Julich 
"succession:  them  he  r^arded"  (came  to  regard)  ''as  a  pack 
"  of  knaves,  who  had  broken  their  word,  and  were  notpunished 
"for  it" 

Very  bitter,  your  Majesty;  and,  in  all  but  the  dates, 
true  enough.  But  what  a  drop  of  concentrated  absynth 
follows  next,  by  way  of  finish,  —  which  might  itself 
have  corrected  the  dating! 

"In  spite  of  so  many  subjects  of  discontent,  the  "fCing 
"wedded  his  Eldest  Son  '*  (my  not  toofortimate  self) ,  "  out  of 
"complaisance  to  the  Vienna  Court,  with  a  Princess  of 
"Brunswick-Bevem,  Niece  to  the  Empress:"  —  bitter  fact; 
necessitating  change  of  date  in  the  paragraphs  just  written.* 

Friedrich  Wilhelm,  good  soul,  cherishes  the  Impe- 
rial gifts,  Tobacco-box  included;  —  claps  the  Arms  of 
East-Friesland  on  his  escutcheon;  will  take  possession 
of  Friesland,  if  the  present  Duke  die  heirless,  let 
George  of  England  say  what  he  wilL    And  so  he  rolls 

*  (Euores  de  FrMArie  {Memoiru  d€  BroMdebowrg) ,  i.  162, 16S. 
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omeward,  hy  way  of  Bairenth.  He  staid  but  a  short 
'Idle  in  Elarlsbad;  has  warned  his  Wilheknina  that  he 
ill  be  at  Baireuth  on  the  9th  of  the  month.* 

Wilhehnina  is  very  poorly;  "near  her  time,"  as 
rhres  say;  rusticating  in  "the  Hermitage,"  a  Country- 
[ouse  in  the  vicinfty  of  Baireuth ;  Husband  and  Father- 
i-law  gone  away,  towards  th^  Bohemian  frontier,  to 
unt  boars.  Oh,  the  bustle  and  the  bother  that  high 
lady  had;  getting  her  little  Country-House  stretched 
at  to  the  due  pitch  to  accommodate  everybody,  — 
specially  her  foolish  Sister  of  Anspach  and  foolish 
brother-in-law  and  suite,  —  with  whom,  by  negligence 
f  servants  and  otherwise,  there  had  like  to  have  risen 
icurable  quarrel  on  the  matter.  But  the  dextrous 
oung  Wife,  gladdest,  busiest  and  weakliest  of  hopefiil 
features,  contrived  to  manage  everything,  like  a  female 
^ield- marshal,  as  she  was.  Papa  was  delighted; 
tdlied  the  foolish  Anspach  people,  * —  or  would  have 
one  so,  had  not  I  intervened,  that  the  matter  might 
ie.  Papa  was  gracious,  happy;  very  anxious  about 
le  in  my  interesting  state.  "Thou  hast  lodged  me  to 
perfection,  good  Wilhelmina.  Here  I  find  my  wooden 
stools,  tubs  to  wash. in;  all  things  as  if  I  were  at 
Potsdam:  —  a  good  girl;  and  thou  must  take  care  of 
thyself,  my  child  {mein  Kindy 

At  dinner,  his  Majesty,  dreading  no  ill,  but  intent 
nly  on  the  practical,  got  into  a  quiet,  but  to  me  most 
Ireadful,  lecture  to  the  old  Margraf  (my  Father-in-law) 

•  Wilhelmina ,  ii.  55. 
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upon  debt  and  money  and  arrears:  How  he,  the  Mar- 
graf,  was  cheated  at  every  torn,  and  led  about  by  the 
nose,  and  kept  weltering  in  debt:  how  he  should  let 
the  young  Margraf  go  into  the  Offices,  to  supervise, 
and  withal  to  learn  tax-matters  and  economics  betimes. 
How  he  (Friedrich  Wilhelm)  would  send  him  a  fellow 
from  Berlin  who  understood  such  things,  and  would 
drill  his  scoundrels  for  him  I  To  whicfh  the  old  Mar- 
graf, somewhat  flushed  in  the  face,  mad^  some  embaiv 
rassed  assent,  knowing  it  in  fact  to  be  true;  and 
accepted  the  Berlin  man:  —  but  he  made  me  (his  poor 
Daughter-in-law)  smart  for  it  afterwards:  '^Not  quite 
dead  yet^  Madam;  you  will  have  to  wait  a  little  I**  — 
and  other  foolish  speech;  which  required  to  be  tempered 
down  again  by  a  judicious  female  mind. 

Grumkow  himself  was  pleasant  on  this  occasion; 
told  us  of  Kladrup,  the  Prag  etiquettes;  and  bow  he 
was  like  to  go  mad  seeing  his  Majesty  so  humiliate 
himself.  FrUulein  Grumkow,  a  niece  of  his,  belonging 
to  the  Austrian  Court,  who  is  over  here  with  the  rest, 
a  satirical  intriguing  baggage,  she,  I  privately  perceive, 
has  made  a  conquest  of  my  foolish  Brother-in-law  the 
Anspach  Margraf  here ;  —  and  there  will  be  jealousies, 
and  a  cat-and-dog  life  over  yonder,  worse  than  ever! 
Tush,  why  should  we  talk?  —  These  are  the  pheno- 
mena at  Baireuth;  Husband  and  Father-in-law  having 
quitted  their  boar-hunt  and  hurried  home. 

After  three  days,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  rolled  away 
again;  lodged,  once  more,  at  Meuselwitz,  with  abstruse 
Seckendorf  and  his  good  old  Wife,  who  do  the  hospi- 
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talities  well  when  they  must,  in  spite  of  the  single 
candle  once  visible.  On  the  morrow  after  which,  14th 
August  1732,  his  Majesty  is  off  again,  "at  four  in  the 
morning,"  towards  Leipzig,  intending  to  be  home  that 
night,  though  it  is  a  long  drive.  At  Leipzig,  not  to 
waste  time,  he  declines  entering  the  Town;  positively 
will  not,  though  the  cannon -salvoes  are  booming  all 
round;  —  "breakfasts,  in  the  suburbs,  with  a  certain 
"Horse-dealer  {RossSdndler)  now  deceased:"  respect- 
able Centaur,  capable,  no  doubt,  of  bargaining  a  little 
about  cavalry  mountings,  while  one  eats,  with  appetite 
and  at  one^s  ease.  Which  done.  Majesty  darts  off 
again,  the  cannon-salvoes  booming  out  a  second  time; 
and  by  assiduous  driving  gets  home  to  Potsdam  about 
eight  at  night  And  so  has  happily  ended  this  Journey 
to  Kladrup.* 

•  Fassmann,  pp.  474<479;  Wnhelmlna,  il.  46-fifi;  PSllnitz,  ii.  407>412; 
FSrster,  i.  328-384. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

GHOST  OF  THE  DOUBLE-MARRIAGE  RISES;    TO  KG  PURPOSE. 

We  little  expected  to  see  the  "Double-Marriage" 
start  up  into  vitality  again,  at  this  advanced  stage;  or, 
of  all  men,  Seckendorf,  after  riding  25,000  miles  to 
kill  the  Double-Marriage,  engaged  in  resuscitating  it! 
But  so  it  is:  bj  endless  intriguing,  matchless  in  History 
or  Bomance,  the  Austrian  Court  had,  at  such  expense 
to  the  parties  and  to  itself,  achieved  the  first  problem 
of  stifling  the  harmless  Double-Marriage;  and  now,  the 
wind  having  changed,  it  is  actually  trying  its  hand  the 
opposite  way. 

Wind  is  changed:  consummate  Bobinson  has  man- 
aged to  do  his  thrice-salutary  "Treaty  of  Vienna;"* 
to  clout  up  all  differences  between  the  Sea-Powers  and 
the  Kaiser,  and  restore  the  old  Law  of  Nature,  — 
Kaiser  to  fight  the  French,  Sea-Powers  to  feed  and 
pay  him  while  engaged  in  that  necessaiy  job.  And 
now  it  would  be  gratifying  to  the  Elaiser,  if  there 
remained,  on  this  side  of  the  matter,  no  rent  anywhere; 
if  between  his  chief  Sea  ally  and  his  chief  Land  one, 
the  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Prussian,  there  prevailed 
a  complete  imderstanding,  with  no  grudge  left. 

The   honour   of  this    fine   resuscitation   project  is 

*  16th  March  1781 ,  the  tail  of  it  (accession  of  the  Datch«  of  Spain,  Ac) 
not  quite  eoUed  op  tiU  20ih  Fehruary  1732:  Sch6U,  i.  218.228. 
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ascribed  to  Bobinson  by  the  Vienna  people:  "Kobin- 
son's  suggestion,"  they  always  say:  how  far  it  was,  or 
whether  at  all  it  was  or  not,  nobody  at  present  knows. 
Guess  rather,  if  necessaiy,  it  had  been  the  Kaiser^s 
own!  Bobinson,  as  the  thing  proceeds,  is  instructed 
from  St  Jameses  to  "look  on  and  not  interfere;"* 
Prince  Eugene  too ,  we  can  observe,  is  privately  against 
it,  though  officially  urgent,  and  doing  his  best  Who 
knows,  —  or  need  know? 

Enough  that  High  Heads  are  set  upon  it;  that  the 
diplomatic  wigs  are  all  wagging  with  it,  from  about  the 
beginning  of  October  1732;  and  rumours  are  rife  and 
eager,  occasionally  spurting  out  into  the  Newspapers: 
Double-Marriage  after  all,  hint  the  old  Bumours: 
Double-Marriage  somehow  or  other;  Crown-Prince  to 
have  his  English  Princess,  Prince  Fred  of  England  to 
console  the  Brunswick  one  for  loss  of  her  Crown- 
Prince;  or  else  Prince  Karl  of  Brunswick  to  —  And 
half-a-dozen  other  ways;  which  Bumour  cannot  settle 
to  its  satisfaction.  The  whispers  upon  it,  from  Hanover, 
from  Vienna,  at  Berlin,  and  from  the  Diplomatic  world 
in  general,  occasionally  whistling  through  the  News- 
papers, are  manifold  and  incessant,  —  not  worthy  of 
the  least  attention  from  us  here.**  What  is  certain  is, 
Seckendorf,  in  the  end  of  October,  is  corresponding  on 
it  with  Prince  Eugene;  has  got  instructions  to  propose 
the  matter  in  Tobacco-Parliament;  and  does  not  like  it 
at  alL     Grumkow,  who  perhaps  has  seen  dangerous 

*  Despatches,  In  State-Paper  Office. 
•«  Fb'rster,  iii.  Ill,  120, 108, 118, 132. 
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clouds  threatening  to  mount  upon  him,  and  never  heen 
quite  himself  again  in  the  Boyal  Mind  since  that  qvudBr 
tionable  Nosti  business,  dissuades  earnestly ,  constantlj. 
*^  Nothing  but  mischief  will  come  of  such  a  proposalf'* 
says  Grumkow  steadily;  and  for  his  owir  share  abso- 
lutely declines  concern  in  it 

But  Prince  Eugene's  orders  are  express;  remon- 
strances, cunctations  only  strengthen  the  determination 
of  the  High  Heads  or  Head:  Forward  with  this  beauti- 
ful scheme!  Seckendorf,  puckered  into  dangerous 
anxieties,  but  summoning  all  his  cunning,  has  at  length, 
after  six- weeks  hesitation,  to  open  it,  as  if  casually,  in 
some  favourable  hour,  to  his  Prussian  Majesty.  De- 
cember 5th,  1732,  as  we  compute;  —  a  kind  of  epoch 
in  his  Majesty's  life.  Prussian  Majesty  stares  wide- 
eyed;  the  breath  as  if  struck  out  of  him;  repeats, 
"Jtilich  and  Berg  absolutely  secured,  say  you?  But  — 
hm,  na!''  —  and  has  not  yet  taken-in  ^le  unspeakable 
dimensions  of  the*  occurrence.  ^*What?  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty will  make  me  break  my  word  before  all  the 
world?  Imperial  Majesty  has  been  whirling  me  about, 
face  now  to  the  east,  face  straightway  round  to  the 
west:  Imperial  Majesty  does  not  feel  that  I  am  a  man 
and  king  at  all;  takes  me  for  a  mere  machine,  to  be 
seesawed  and  whirled  hither  and  thither,  like  a  rotatory 
Clothes-horse,  to  dry  his  Imperial  Majesty's  linen  upon. 
Tausmd  Hmmel  — .'  — " 

The  fuU  dimensions  of  all  this  did  not  rise  dear 
upon  the  intellect  of  Prussian  Majes^,  —  a  slow  intel- 
lect, but  a  true  and  deep,  with  terrible  earthquakes  and 
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poetic  fires  lying  under  it,  —  not  at  once,  or  for  months, 
perhaps  years  to  come.  But  they  had  begun  to  dawn 
upon  him  painfully  here;  they  rose  gradually  into  per* 
feet  clearness:  all  things  seen  at  last  as  what  they 
were:  —  with  huge  submarine  earthquake  for  conse- 
quence, and  total  change  of  mind  towards  Imperial 
Majesty  and  the  drying  of  his  Pragmatic  linen,  in 
Friedrich  Wilhelm.  Amiable  Orson,  true  to  the  heart; 
amiable,  though  terrible  when  too  much  put  upon! 

This  dawning  process  went  on  for  above  two  years 
to  come,  painfully,  reluctantly,  with  explosions,  even 
with  tears.  But  here,  directly  on  the  back  of  Secken- 
dorf  s  proposal,  and  recorded  &om  a  sure  hand,  is  what 
we  may  call  the  peep-of-day  in  that  matter:  First  Ses- 
sion of  Tobacco-Parliament,  close  after  that  event 
Event  is  on  the  «5th  December  1732;  Tobacco  Session 
is  of  the  6th;  —  glimpse  of  it  is  given  by  Speaker 
Grumkow  himself;  authentic  to  the  bone. 

Session  of  Tobacco-ParUament ,  Qth  December  1732. 

Grumkow,  shattered  into  "headache"  by  this  Ses- 
sion, writes  Eeport  of  it  to  Seckendorf  before  going  to 
bed.  Look,  reader,  into  one  of  the  strangest  Political 
Establishments;  and  how  a  strange  Msgesty  comports 
himself  there,  directly  after  such  Proposal  from  Vienna 
to  marry  with  England  still  —  "Schwerin"  is  inciden- 
tally in  from  Frankfort  on  the  Oder,  where  his  Regi- 
ment and  business  usually  lie:  the  other  Honourable 
Members  we  sufficiently  know.     Majesty  has  beeci  «. 
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little  out  of  healtli  lately;  perceptibly  worse  the  last 
two  days.  "Syberg"  is  a  Gold-Cook  (Alchemical  gen- 
tleman, of  very  high  professions),  come  to  Berlin  some 
time  ago;  whom  his  Majesty,  after  due  investigation, 
took  the  liberty  to  hang.*  Headers  can  now  under- 
stand what  Speaker  Grumkow  writes,  and  despatches 
by  his  lackey,  in  such  haste: 

^*I  neyer  saw  such  a  scene  as  this  evening.  Derschau, 
"  Schwann ,  Buddenbrock ,  Bochow,  Flanz  were  present  We 
'^had  been  about  an  hour  in  the  Bed  Boom"  (languidly  doing 
"our  tobacco  off  and  on),  when  he"  (the  King)  "had  us  shifted 
^*into  the  Little  Boom;  drove  out  the  servants;  and  cried, 
"looking  fixedly  at  me:  'No,  I  cannot  endure  it  any  longer! 
"  *  Es  siosset  mir  das  Herz  ah^  cried  he ,  breaking  into  German: 
"*It  crushes  the  heart  out  of  me;  to  make  me  do  a  bit  of 
"^scoundrelism,  me,  me!  No,  I  say;  no,  never!  Those 
" '  damned  intrigues ;  may  the  Devil  take  them ! '  ■— 

"-E^o  (Grumkow).  *  Of  course,  I  know  of  nothing.  But  I 
"  *  do  not  comprehend  your  Majesty's  inquietude ,  coming  thus 
"  *  on  the  sudden,  after  our  common  indifferent  mood.' 

"  King,  '  What,  make  me  a  vOlain !  I  will  tell  it  right  out 
"'Certain  damned  scoundrels  have  been  about  betraying  me. 
"  'People  that  should  have  known  me  better  have  been  trying 
'"to  lead  me  into  a  dishonourable  scrape'  —  ("Here  I  c^ed- 
"  'in  the  hounds ,  Je  rompis  les  cJuens"  reports  Grumkow,  "for 
"he  was  going  to  blab  everything ;  I  interrupted,  saying) : 

"jEjro.  *But,  your  Majesty,  what  is  it  ruffles  you  so?  I 
"'know  not  what  you  talk  of.  Your  Majesty  has  honourable 
"'people  about  you;  and  the  man  who  lets  himself  be  em- 
" '  ployed  in  things  against  your  Majesty  must  be  a  traitor.' 

»  FSrater,  Ui.  126. 
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^^King,  *  Yes,  ja,  Ja,  I  will  do  things  that  will  surprise 
«*them!    I'  — 

"And,  in  short,  a  torrent  of  exclamations:  which  I  strove 
"to  soften  by  all  manner  of  incidents  and  contrivances;  suc- 
"ceeding  at  last,"  —  by  dexterity  and  time  (but,  at  this  point, 
the  light  is  now  blown-out ,  and  we  see  no  more) :  —  "so  that 
"  he  grew  quite  calm  again ,  and  the  rest  of  the  evening  passed 
"gently  enough. 

"Well,  you  see  what  the  effect  of  your  fine  Proposal  is, 
"which  you  said  he  would  like !  I  can  tell  you,  it  is  the  most 
"  detestable  incident  that  could  have  turned  up.  I  know ,  you 
"had  your  orders:  but  you  may  believe  and  depend  on  it,  he 
"has  got  his  heart  driven  rabid  by  the  business,  and  says, 
"*Who  knows  now  whether  that  villain  Syberg'  Gold-cook, 
that  was  hanged  the  other  day,  *  was  not  set-on  by  some 
"  *  people  to  poison  me  ?  *    In  a  word,  he  was  like  a  madman. 

"What  struck  me  most  was  when  he  repeated,  *  Only  think! 
"  *  Think  I  Who  would  have  expected  it  of  people  that  should 
"  *  have  known  me;  and  whom  I  know,  and  have  known,  better 
"*than  they  fancy  I*"  —  Pleasant  passage  for  Seckendorf  to 
chew  the  cud  upon,  through  the  night-watches ! 

"  In  fine ,  as  I  was  somewhat  confused ;  and  anxious ,  above 
"  all,  to  keep  him  from  exploding  with  the  secret ,  I  cannot  re- 
"  member  everything.  But  Derschau,  who  was  more  at  his 
"  ease,  will  be  able  to  give  you  a  full  account  He  "  (the  King) 
"said  more  than  once:  ^This  was  his  sickness;  the  thing  that 
"  *  ailed  him,  this :  it  gnawed  his  heart,  and  would  be  the  death 
"  *  of  him !  *  He  certainly  did  not  affect ;  he  was  in  a  very  con- 
"vulsive  condition."  —  {Jami-Bleu,  here  is  a  piece  of  work, 
Herr  Seckendorf!)  —  "Adieu,  I  have  a  headache."  Where- 
upon  to  bed.  —  "  Grumkow."  * 

«  Forster,  ill.  186,  186. 
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This  Hansard  Beport  went  off  direct  to  Prince 
Eugene;  and  ought  to  have  been  a  warning  to  the 
high  Vienna  heads  and  him.  But  they  persisted  not 
the  less,  to  please  Bobinson  or  themselyes;  considering 
his  Prussian  Majesty  to  be,  in  factj  a  mere  rotatory 
Clothes-horse  for  drying  the  Imperial  linen  on,  and  to 
have  no  intellect  at  all,  because  he  was  without  guile, 
and  had  no  volpinism  at  all.  In  which  they  were  very 
much  mistaken  indeed.  History  is  proud  to  report  that 
the  guileless  Prussian  Majesty,  steadily  attending  to 
his  own  affairs  in  a  wise  manner,  though  hoodwinked 
and  led  about  by  Black-Artists  as  he  had  been,  turned 
out,  when  Fact  and  Nature  subsequently  pronounced 
upon  it,  to  have  had  more  intellect  than  the  whole  of 
them  together,  —  to  have  been,  in  a  manner,  the  only 
one  of  them  that  had  any  real  ''intellect,"  or  insight 
into  Fact  and  Nature,  at  alL  Consummate  Black-art 
Diplomacies  ovemetting  the  TJniyerse,  went  entirely  to 
water,  running  down  the  gutters  to  the  last  drop;  and 
a  prosperous  DriUed  Prussia,  compact,  organic  in  eveiy 
part,  from  diligent  plough-sock  to  shining  bayonet  and 
iron  ramrod,  remained  standing.  "A  fuU  Treasury  and 
''200,000  well-drilled  men  would  be  the  one  guarantee 
"to  your  Pragmatic  Sanction,*^  Prince  Eugene  had  said. 
But  that  bit  of  insight  was  not  accepted  at  Vienna  *, 
Black-art,  and  Diplomatic  spiderwebs  from  pole  to  pole, 
being  thought  the  preferable  method. 

Enough,  Seckendorf  was  ordered  to  manipulate  and 
soothe-down  the  Prussian  Majesty,  as  surely  would  be 
easy;  to  continue  his  galvanic  operations  on  the  Double 
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Match,  or  produce  a  rotation  in  the  purposes  of  the 
royal  breast.  Which  he  diligently  strove  to  do,  when 
once  admitted  to  speech  again;  —  Grumkow steadily 
declining  to  meddle,  and  only  Queen  Sophie,  as  we 
can  fancy,  auguring  joyftilly  of  it  Seckendorf,  ad- 
mitted to  speech  the  third  day  after  that  explosive  Ses- 
sion, snuffles  his  softest,  his  cimningest;  —  continues  to 
ride  diligently,  the  concluding  portion  (such  it  proved) 
of  his  25,000  miles,  with  the  Prussian  Majesty  up  and 
down  through  winter  and  spring;  but  makes  not  the 
least  progress,  the  reverse  rather. 

Their  dialogues  and  arguings  on  the  matter,  here 
and  elsewhere,  are  lost  in  air:  or  gone  wholly  to  a 
single  point  unexpectedly  preserved  for  us.  One  day, 
riding  through  some  village,  Priort  some  say  his  Ma- 
jesty calls  it,  some  give  another  name,  —  advocate 
Seckendorf,  in  the  fervour  of  pleading  and  arguing, 

said  some  word,,  which  went  like  a  sudden  flash  of 

I. 

lightning  through  the  dark  places  of  his  Majesty^s  ^ 
mind,  and  never  would  go  out  of  it  again  while  he 
lived  after.  In  passionate  moments,  his  Majesty  spoke 
of  it  sometimes,  a  clangorous  pathos  in  his  tones,  as 
of  a  thing  hideous,  horrible,  never  to  be  forgotten, 
which  had  killed  him,  —  death  from  a  friend^s  hand. 
"It  was  the  17th  of  April  1733,*  riding  through  Priort, 
"a  man  said  something  to  me;  it  was  as  if  you  had 

*  All  the  BookB  (FCrster,  11. 142,  for  one)  mention  this  utterance  of  hii 
Majesty,  on  what  occasion  we  shall  see  farther  on;  and  give  the  date 
**17d2,"  not  1733:  bat  except  as  amended  above,  it  refUses  to  have  any 
sense  ylsible  at  this  distance.  The  Village  of  Priort  is  in  the  Potsdam 
region. 
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*^  turned  a  dagger  about  in  mj  heart  Tliat  man 
"was  he  that  killed  me;  there  and  then  I  got  my 
«  death  1" 

A  strange  passion  in  that  utterance;  the  deep  dumb 
soul  of  his  Majesty,  of  domb-poetic  nature,  suddenly 
brought  to  a  fatal  deamess  about  certain  things.  "Oh 
Kaiser,  Kaiser  of  the  Holy  Eoman  Empire ;  and  this  is 
your  return  for  my  loyal  faith  in  you?  I  had  nearly 
killed  my  ^Fritz,  my  Wilhelmina,  broken  my  Feekin^s 
heart  and  my  own,  and  reduced  the  world  to  ruins  for 
your  sake.  And  because  I  was  of  faith  more  than 
human,  you  took  me  for  a  dog?  Oh  Kaiser,  ELaiser!"  — 
Poor  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  he  spoke  of  this  often,  in 
excited  moments,  in  his  later  years;  the  tears  running 
down  his  cheeks,  and  the  whole  man  melted  into  tragic 
emotion:  but  if  Fritz  were  there,  the  precious  Fritz 
whom  he  had  almost  killed  for  their  sake,  he  would 
say,  flashing  out  into  proud  rage,  "There  is  one  that 
"will  avenge  me,  though;  that  one!  Da  steht  Einer, 
^^der  mich  rdchen  wird!***  Yes,  your  Majesty;  perhaps 
that  one.  And  it  will  be  seen  whether  you  were  a 
rotatory  Clothes-horse  to  dry  their  Pragmatic  linen  upon, 
or  something  different  a  good  deal 

«  FSrtter,  ii.  158. 
END    OF    VOL.   IV. 
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CHAPTEE  VI. 

KINO  AUGUST  BfEDITATlXG  GREAT  THINGS  FOB  POLAND. 

In  the  Newyear's  days  of  1733,  the  topic  among 
diplomatic  gentlemen,  which  set  many  big  wigs  wag- 
ging, and  even  tremulously  came  out  in  the  gray 
leaves  of  gazetteers  and  garretteers  of  the  period,  was 
a  royal  drama  dimly  supposed  to  be  getting  itself  up 
in  Poland  at  this  time.  Nothing  known  about  it  for 
certain;  much  guessed.  '* Something  in  Ihe  rumour!^' 
nods  this  wig;  "Nothing!"  wags  that,  slightly  oscil- 
lating; and  gazetteers,  who  would  earn  their  wages, 
and  have  a  peck  of  coals  apiece  to  glad  them  in  l^e 
cold  weather,  had  to  watch  with  all  eagerness  the 
movements  of  King  Atigust,  our  poor  old  friend,  the 
Dilapidated-Strong,  who  is  in  Saxony  at  present;  but 
bound  for  Warsaw  shortly, — just  about  lifting  the 
curtain  on  important  events,  it  is  thought  and  not 
thought  Here  are  the  certainties  of  it,  now  clear 
enough,  so  far  as  they  deserve  a  glance  from  us. 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great*  V.  \ 
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11th  Jan.  17e3. 

January  lOth,  1733,  August  the  Dilapidated-Strong 
of  Poland  has  been  in  Saxony,  looking  after  his  poor 
Electorate  a  little;  and  is  on  the  road  from  Dresden 
homewards  again;  —  will  cross  a  comer  of  the  Prussian 
Dominions,  as  his  wont  is  on  such  occasions.  Prussian 
Majesty,  if  not  appearing  in  pei^on,  will  as  usual,  by 
some  Official  of  rank,  send  a  polite  Well-speed-you  aa 
the  btoiher  Majesty  passes.  This  time,  however,  it 
was  mdre  than  politeness;  the  Polish  Majesty  having, 
as  waS:  thought,  such  intricate  affairs  in  the  wind.  Let 
Grumkow,  the  fittest  man  in  all  ways,  go,  and  do  the 
greeting  to  his  old  Patroon:  greeting,  or  whatever  else 
may  be  needed. 

Patroon  left  Dresden,  —  "having  just  opened  the 
Camivar'  or  fashionable  Season  there,  opened  and 
nothing  more,  —  January  10th,  1733;*  being  in  haste 
home  for  a  Polish  Diet  dose  at  hand.  On  which  same 
day  Grumkow,  we  suppose,  drives  forth  from  Berlin, 
to  intersect  him,  in  the  Neumark,  about  Crossen;  and 
have  a  friendly  word  again,  in  those  localities,  over 
jdlly  wine.  Intersection  took  place  duly;  —  there  was 
exuberant  joy  on  the  part  of  the  Patroon;  and  such  a 
dinner  and  night  of  drinking,  as  has  seldom  been. 
Abstruse  things  lie  close  ahead  of  August  the  Dilapi- 
dated-Strong, important  to  Prussia,  and  for  which 
Prussia  is  important;  let  Grumkow  try  if  be  can  fish 
Ihe  matter  into  clearness  out  of  these  wine-cups.  And 
then  August,  on  his  side,  wishes  to  know  whait  the 

*  FaMmann:  Li^dn  Priedrich  Aiigusti  det  drossen,  p.''9M. 
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Kaiser  said  at  Kladmp  lately:  there  is  much  to  be 
fished  into  clearness. 

Many  are  the  times  August  the  Strong  has  made 
this  journey;  many  are  the  carousals,  on  such  and 
other  occasions,  Grumkow  and  he  have  had.  But  there 
comes  an  end  to  all  things.  This  was  their  last  meet- 
ing, over  flowing  liquor  or  otherwise,  in  the  world. 
Satirical  History  says,  they  drank  all  night,  endeavour- 
ing to  pump  one  another,  and  *  with  such  en&usiasm 
that  they  never  recovered  it;  drank  themselves  to  death 
at  Crossen  on  that  occasion.'^  It  is  certain,  August 
died  within  three  weeks;  and  people  said  of  Grumkow, 
who  lived  six  years  longer,  he  was  never  well  after 
this  bout  —  Is  it  worth  any  human  creature^s  while  to 
look  into  the  plans  of  this  precious  pair  of  individuals? 
Without  the  least  expense  of  drinking,  the  secrets  they 
were  pumping  out  of  each  other  are  now  accessible 
enough,  —  if  it  were  of  importance  now.  One  glance 
I  may  perhaps  commend  to  the  reader,  out  of  these 
multifarious  Notebooks  in  my  possession:. 

'^  August,  by  change  of  his  religion,  and  other  sad  opera- 
"  tions ,  got  to  be  what  they  called  the  King  of  Poland ,  thirty- 
'^flye  years  ago;  but,  though  looking  glorious  to  the  idle 
''public,  it  has  been  a  crown  of  stinging-nettles  to  the  poor 
''man ,  —  a  sedan-chair  running  on  rapidly,  with  the  bottom 
"broken  out!  To  say  nothing  of  the  scourgings  he  got,  and 
"  poor  Saxony  along  with  him ,  from  Charles  XII. ,  on  account 
"  of  this  Sovereignty  so-called,  what  has  the  thing  itself  been 
"  to  him?  In  Poland,  for  these  thirty-flve  years,  the  individual 

*  CEuores  de  Frederic  {MAnoirea  de  Brand€bourg),'U  168. 
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''who  had  least  of.  his  real  will  done  in  public  matters,  has 
'^been,  with  infinite  management,  and  display  of  such  good- 
"humour  as  at  least  deserves  credit,  the  nominal  Sovereign 
"Majesty  of  Poland.  Anarchic  Grandees  have  been  kings 
"over  him;  ambitious,  contentious,  unmanageable;  —  very 
"fanatical  too,  and  never  persuaded  that  Augusfs  Apostasy 
"  was^more  than  a  sham  one,  not  even  when  he  made  his  Prince 
"  apostatue  too.  Their  Sovereignty  has  been  a  mere  peck  of 
"troubles,  disgraces  and  vexations:  for  those  thirty-five  years, 

*  *  an  ever-boiling  pot  of  mutiny,  contradiction,  insolence,  hardly 
"  toleraUe  even  to  such  nerves  as  August's. 

"August,  for  a  long  time  back,  has  been  thinking  of 
"schemes  to  clap  some  lid  upon  all  that  To  make  the 
"Sovereignty  hereditary  in  his  House:  that,  with  the  good 
"  Saxon  troops  we  have,  would  be  a  remedy;  —  and  in  fact  it 
"  is  the  only  remedy.  John  Casimir  (who  abdicated  long  ago, 
"in  the  Great  Elector's  time,  and  went  to  Paris,  —  much 
"charmed  with  Ninon  de  FEnclos  there)  told  the  Polish  Diets, 
"With  their  Ubei^m  veto,  and  'right  of  confederation'  and 
"  rebellion ,  they  would  bring  the  Country  down  under  the  feet 
"of  mankind,  and  reduce  their  Republic  to  zero  one  day,  if 

*  *  they  persisted.  They  have  not  failed  to  persist  With  some 
"Hereditary  King  over  it,  and  a  regulated  Saxony  to  lean 
"  upon :  truly  might  it  not  be  a  change  to  the  better?  To  the 
"worse,  it  could  hardly  be,  thinks  August  the  Strong;  and 
"goes  intent  upon  that  method,  this  long  while  back;  —  and 
"at  length  hopes  now,  in  few  days  longer,  at  the  Diet  just 
"assembling,  to  see  fruits  appear,  and  the  thing  actually 
"begin. 

"The  difficulties  truly  are  many;  internal  and  external: 
"  —  but  there  are  calculated  methods ,  too.  For  the  internal : 
"Get  up,  by  bribery,  persuasion,  some  visible  Minority  to 
"countenance  you;  with  these  manoeuvre  in  the  Diets ;  on  the 
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"  back  of  these ,  the  30,000  Saxon  troops.  But  then  what  will 
'Hhe  neighbouring  Kings  say?  The  neighbouring  Kings, 
"  with  their  big-mouthed  manifestoes ,  pities  for  an  oppressed 
"Kepublic,  overwhehning  forces,  and  invitations  to  *con- 
'^ federate*  and  revolt:  without  their  tolerance  first  had, 
"nothing  can  be  done.  That  is  the  external  difficulty.  For 
"which  too  there  is  a  remedy.  Cut  off  sufficient  outlying 
"slices  of  Poland;  fling  these  to  the  neighbouring  Kings  to 
"produce  consent:  Partition  of  Poland,  in  fact;  large  sections 
"  of  its  Territory  sliced  away:  that  will  be  the  miethod,  thinks 
"King  August. 

"  Neighbouring  Kings ,  Kaiser,  Prussia,  Eussia,  to  them  it 
"is  not  grievous  that  Poland  should  remain  in  perennial 
"  anarchy,  in  perennial  impotence ;  the  reverse  rather:  a  dead 
"horse,  or  a  dying,  in  the  next  stAll,  —  he  at  least  will  not 
"kick  upon  us,  think  the  neighbouring  Kings.  And  yet,  — 
"under  another  similitude,  —  you  do  not  like  your  next-door 
"neighbour  to  be  always  on  the  point  of  catching  fire ;  smoke 
"  issuing ,  thicker  or  thinner ,  through  the  slates  of  his  roof,  as 
*  *  a  perennial  phenomenon  ?  August  will  conciliate  the  neigh- 
"bouring  Kings.  Bussia,  big-cheeked  Anne  Czarina  there, 
"shall  have  not  only  Courland  peaceably  henceforth ,  but  the 
"Ukraine,  Lithuania,  and  other  large  outlying  slices;  that 
"  surely  will  conciliate  Bussia.  To  Austria  on  its  Hungarian 
"Border,  let  us  give  the  Country  of  Zips;  —  nay  there  are 
"  other  sops  we  have  for  Austria.  Pragmatic  Sanction,  hitherto 
"refused  as  contraiy  to  plain  rights  of  ours,  —  that,  if 
"conceded  to  a  spectre-hunting  Kaiser?  To  Friedrich  Wil- 
"helm  we  could  give  West-Preussen;  West-Preussen  torn 
"  away  three  hundred  years  ago ,  and  leaving  a  hiatus  in  the 
"very  contLuuity  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm:  would  not  that 
"conciliate  him?    Of  all  enemies  or  friends,  Friedrich  Wil- 
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"helm ,  close  at  liand  with  80,000  men  capable  of  fighting  at  a 
"week's  notice,  is  by  far  the  most  important. 

"  These  are  August's  plans :  West-Preussen  for  the  nearest 
>.  "Neighbour;  Zips  for  Austria;  Ukraine,  Lithuania  and  ap- 
Sr  "pendages  for  the  Kussian  Czarina:  handsome  Sections  to  be 
"sliced  off,  and  flung  to  good  neighbours ;  as  it  were,  all  the 
**  outlying  limbs  and  wings  of  the  Polish  Territory  sliced  off; 
"compact  body  to  remain,  and  become,  by  means  of  August 
"and  Saxon  troops,  a  Kingdom  with  government,  not  an 
"imaginary  Republic  without  government  any  longer.  In 
"fact,  it  was  the  *  Partition  of  Poland,'  such  as  took  effect 
"forty  years  after,  and  has  kept  the  Newspapers  weeping  ever 
"since.  Partition  of  Poland,  —  minus  the  compact  interior 
"held  under  government,  by  a  King  with  Saxon  troops  or 
"  otherwise.  Compact  interior,  in  that  effective  Partition,  forty 
"years  after,  was  left  as  anarchic  as  ever;  and  had  to  be  again 
"partitioned,  and  cut  away  altogether,  — with  new  torrents 
"  of  loud  tears  from  the  Newspapers ,  refusing  to  be  comforted 
"  to  this  day. 

"It  is  not  said  that  Friedrich  Wilhelm  had  the  least  in- 
"tention  of  countenancing  August  in  these  dangerous 
"operations,  still  less  of  going  shares  with  August:  but  he 
"wished  much,  through  Grumkow,  to  have  some  glimpse  into 
"the  dim  program  of  them;  and  August  wished  much  to  know 
"Friedrich  Wilhelm's  and  Grumkow's  himiour  towards  them. 
"  Grumkow  and  August  drank  copiously,  or  copiously  pressed 
"drink  on  one  another,  all  night  (11th-  12th  January  1733,  as 
"1  compute;  some  say  atCrossen,  some  say  at  Frauendorf  a 
"royal  domain  near  by) ,  with  the  view  of  mutually  fishing  out 
"those  secrets;  —  and  killed  one  another  in  the  btisiness,  as  is 
"rumoured." 
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What  were  Grumkow's  news  at  home-coming,  I  did 
not  hear;  but  he  continues  very  low  and  shaky;  —  re- 
fuses, almost  with  horror,  to  have  the  least  hand  in 
Seckendorf' s  mad  project  of  resuscitating  the  English 
Double-Marriage,  and  breaking  off  the  Brunswick  one, 
at  the  eleventh  hour  and  after  word  pledged.  Secken- 
dorf himself  continuea  to  dislike  and  dissuade:  but  the 
High  Heads  at  Vienna  are  bent  on  it;  and  command 
new  strenuous  attempts,  —  literally  at  the  last  moment; 
which  is  now  come. 
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CHAPTEE  YIL 
crown-prince's  marriage. 


•  A' 


Since  November  last,  Wilhelmina  is  on  visit  at 
Berlin,  —  first  visit  since  lier  marriage;  —  she  stays 
there  for  almost  ten  months;  not  under  the  happiest 
auspices,  poor  child.  Mammals  reception  of  her,  just 
off  the  long  winter  journey,  and  extenuated  with  fa- 
tigues and  sickly  chagrins,  was  of  the  most  cutting 
cruelty:  "What  do  you  want  here?  What  is  a  mendi- 
"cant  like  you  come  hither  for?"  And  next  night, 
when  Papa  himself  came  home,  it  was  little  better. 
"Ha,  ha,"  said  he,  "here  you  are;  I  am  glad  to  see 
"you.'*  Then  holding  up  a  light,  to  take  view  of  me: 
"How  changed  you  are!"  said  he:  "What  is  .little  Fre- 
"derica"  (my  little  Baby  at  Baireuth)  "doing?"  And 
on  my  answering,  continued:  "I  am  sorry  for  you,  on 
"my  word.  You  have  not  bread  to  eat;  and  but  for 
"me  you  might  go  begging.  I  am  a  poor  man  myself, 
"not  able  to  give  you  much;  but  I  will  do  what  I  can. 
"I  will  give  you  now  and  then  a  twenty  or  a  thirty 
"shillings  {par  dix  ou  douze  florins)^  as  my  affairs  per- 
"mit:  it  will  always  be  something  to  assuage  your 
"want.  And  you.  Madam,"  said  he,  turning  to  the 
Queen,  "You  will  sometimes  give  her  an  old  dress; 
"for  the  poor  child  hasn^t  a  shift  to  her  back."*     This 

•  Wilhelmina,  ii.  86. 
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rugged  paternal  banter  was  taken  too  literally  by  Wil- 
helmina,  in  her  weak  state*,  and  she  was  like  *Ho  burst 
in  her  skin,"  pQor  Princess. 

So  that, —  except  her  own  good  Hereditary  Prince, 
who  was  here,  "over  from  Pasewalk"  and  his  regimen- 
tal duties,  waiting  to  welcome  her;  in  whose  true  heart, 
full  of  honest  human  sunshine  towards  her,  she  could 
always  find  shelter  and  defence,  —  native  Country  and 
Court  offer  little  to  the  brave  WUhelmina.  Chagrins 
enough  are  here:  chagrins  also  were  there.  At  Baireuth 
our  old  Father  Margraf  has  his  crotchets,  his  infirmities 
and  outbreaks*,  takes  more  and  more  to  liquor;  and 
does  always  keep  us  fiightfully  bare  in  money.  No 
help  from  Papa  here,  eidier,  on  the  finance  side;  no 
real  hope  anywhere  (thinks  Seckendorf,  when  we  con- 
sult him)  except  only  in  the  Margraf s  death:  "old 
Margraf  will  soon  drink  himself  dead,"  thinks  Secken- 
dorf; "and  in  the  mean  while  there  is  Vienna,  and  a 
noble  Kaiserinn  who  knows  her  friends  in  case  of  ex- 
tremity!" thinks  he.*  Poor  Princess,  in  her  weak 
shattered  state,  she  has  a  heavy  time  of  it;  but  there 
is  a  tough  spirit  in  her;  bright ,  sharp,  like  a  swift 
sabre,  not  to  be  quenched  in  any  coil;  but  always  cut- 
ting its  way,  and  emerging  unsubdued. 

One  of  the  blessings  reserved  for  her  here,  which 
most  of  all  concerns  us,  was  the  occasional  sight  of  her 
Brother.     Brother  in  a  day  or  two**  ran  over  from 

•  Wilholmlna,  II.  81-111. 

•*  "ISth  November/*  she  says;  which  date  Is  wrong,  if  it  were  of 
moment  (see  (Einre$  de  Frederic,  xxvli  partlat,  where  their  Corre«poii- 
denoe  is). 
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Buppin,  on  short  leave,  and  liad  his  first  interview. 
Very  kind  and  affectionate;  quite  the  old  Brother  again; 
and  "blushed"  when,  at  supper.  Mamma  and  the  Prin- 
cesses, especially  that  wicked  Charlotte  (Papa  not  pre- 
sent), tore  up  his  poor  Bride  at  such  a  rate.  "Has  not 
"a  word  to  answer  you,  but  Yes  or  A^o,"  said  they; 
"stupid  as  a  block."  "But  were  you  ever  at  her  toi- 
"lette?"  said  the  wicked  Charlotte:  "Out  of  shape, 
"completely:  considerable  waddings,  I  promise  you: 
"and  then"  —  still  worse  features,  from  that  wicked 
Charlotte,  in  presence  of  the  domestics  here.  Wicked 
Charlotte;  who  is  to  be  her  Sister-in-law  soon;  —  and 
who  is  always  flirting  with  my  Husband,  as  if  she  liked 
that  better!  —  Crown -Prince  retired,  directly  after 
supper;  as  did  I,  to  my  apartment,  where  in  a  minute 
or  two  he  joined  me. 

"To  the  question,  How  with  the  King  and  you?  he  an- 
"swered,  'That  his  situation  was  changing  every  moment; 
"  *that  sometimes  he  was  in  favour,  sometimes  in  disgrace ;  — 
**  *  that  his  chief  happiness  consisted  in  absence.  That  he  led 
"  *  a  soft  and  tranquil  ^life  with  his  Begiment  at  Ruppin ;  study 
"'and  music  his  principal  occupations;  he  had  built  himself 
"'a  House  there,  and  laid  out  a  Garden,  where  he  could 
"'read,  and  walk  about.'  Then  as  to  his  Bride,  I  begged 
"him  to  tell  me  candidly  if  the  portrait  the  Queen  and  my 
"Sister  had  been  making  of  her  was  the  true  one.  'We  are 
" '  alone  ,*  replied  he ,  '  and  I  will  conceal  nothing  from  you. 
" '  The  Queen ,  by  her  miserable  intrigues,  has  been  the  source 
" '  of  our  misfortunes.  Scarcely  were  you  gone  when  she  began 
"'again  with  England;  wished  to  substitute  our  Sister  Char- 
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"'lotteforyou;  would  have  had  me  undertake  to  contradict 
"*the  King's  will  again,  and  flatly  refuse  the  Brunswick 
"  *  Match ;  —  which  I  declined.  That  is  the  source  of  her  venom 
"  *  against  this  poor  Princess.  As  to  the  young  Lady  herself, 
***I  do  not  hate  her  so  much  as  I  pretend;  I  affect  complete 
*  * '  dislike ,  that  the  King  may  value  my  obedience  more.  She 
"  *  is  pretty,  a  complexion  lily-and-rose ;  her  features  delicate ; 
"'face  altogether  of  a  beautiful  person.  True,  she  has  no 
"*  breeding,  and  dresses  very  ill:  but  I  flatter  myself,  when 
"  *  she  comes  hither ,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  take  her 
"  *  in  hand.  I  recommend  her  to  you ,  my  dear  Sister ;  and  beg 
"*your  protection  for  her.*  It  is  easy  to  judge,  my  answer 
"  would  be  such  as  he  desired."* 


For  which  small  glimpse  of  the  fact  itself,  at  first- 
hand, across  a  whirlwind  of  distracted  rumours  new 
and  old  about  the  fact,  let  ns  be  thankful  to  Wilhel- 
mina.  Seckendorf  s  hopeless  attempts  to  resuscitate  ex- 
tinct English  things,  and  make  the  Prussian  Majesty 
break  his  word,  continue  to  the  very  last;  but  are 
worth  no  notice  from  us.  Grumkow's  Drinking-bout 
with  the  Dilapidated-Strong  at  Crossen,  which  follows 
now  in  January,  has  been  already  noticed  by  us.  And 
the  Dilapidated-Strong's  farewell  next  morning,  "Adieu, 
"dear  Grumkow;  I  think,  I  shall  not  see  you  again!" 
as  he  rolled  off  towards  Warsaw  and  the  Diet,  —  will 
require  farther  notice;  but  must  stand  over  till  this 
Marriage  be  got  done.  Of  which  latter  Event,  — 
Wilhelmina  once  more  kindling  the  old  dark  Books 

•  Wilhelmina,  !i.  89. 
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into  some  light  for  us,  —  the  essential  particulars  are 
briefly  as  follows. 

Monday,  8th  June  1733,  the  Crown-Prince  is  again 
over  from  Euppin:  King,  Queen  and  Crown-Prince  are 
rendezvoused  at  Potsdam;  and  they  set  off  with  due 
retinues  towards  Wolfenbiittel,  towards  Salzdahlum  the 
Ducal  Schloss  there,  —  Sister  Wilhelmina  sending 
blessings,  if  she  had  them,  on  a  poor  Brother  in  such 
interesting  circumstances.  Mamma  was  '^plunged  in 
black  melancholy;"  King  not  the  least;  in  the  Crown- 
Prince  nothing  particular  to  be  remarked.  They  reached 
Salzdahlum,  Duke  Ludwig  Eudolf  the  Grandfather's  Pa- 
lace, —  one  of  the  finest  Palaces,  with  Gardens,  with 
Antiques,  with  Picture-Galleries  no-end;  a^  mile  or  two 
from  Wolfenbtittel;  built  by  old  Anton  Ulrich,  and  still 
the  ornament  of  those  parts:  —  reached  Salzdahlum, 
Wednesday  the  10th;  where  Bride,  with  Father,  Mo- 
ther, much  more  Grandfather,  Grandmother,  and  all  the 
sublimities  interested,  are  waiting  in  the  highest  gala; 
Wedding  to  be  on  Friday  next 

Friday  morning,  this  incident  fell  out,  notable  and 
somewhat  contemptible:  Seckendorf,  who  is  of  the  re- 
tinue, following  his  bad  trade,  visits  his  Majesty  who 
is  still  in  bed:  —  "Pardon,  your  Majesty:  what  shall 
I  say  for  excuse?  Here  is  a  Letter  just  come  from 
Vienna;  in  Prince  Eugene's  hand;  —  Prince  Eugene, 
or  a  Higher,  will  say  something,  while  it  is  still  time!" 
Majesty,  not  in  impatience,  reads  the  little  Prince's  and 
the  Kaiser's  Letter,  "Give  up  this,  we  entreat  you  for 
the  last  time;  marry  with  England  after  all!"    Majesty 
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reads,  quiet  as  a  lamb;  lays  the  Letter  under  his  pillow; 
will  himself  answer  it;  —  and  does  straightway,  with 
much  simple  dignity,  to  the  effect,  "For  certain.  Never, 
my  always  respected  Prince!"*  Seckendorf,  having 
thus  shot  his  last  bolt,  does  not  stay  many  hours  longer 
at  Salzdahlum;  —  may  as  well  quit  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
altogether,  for  any  good  he  will  henceforth  do  upon 
him.  This  is  the  one  incident  between  the  Arrival  at 
Salzdahlum  and  the  Wedding  there. 

Same  Friday,  12th  June  1733,  at  a  more  advanced 
hour,  the  Wedding  itself  took  effect:  Wedding  which, 
in  spite  of  the  mad  rumours  and  whispers,  in  the  News- 
papers, Diplomatic  Despatches  and  elsewhere,  went  off, 
in  all  respects,  precisely  as  other  weddings  do;  a  quite 
human  Wedding  now  and  afterwards.  Officiating  Cler- 
gyman was  the  Beverend  Herr  Mosheim:  readers  know 
with  approval  the  Ecclesiastical  History  of  Mosheim: 
he,  in  the  beautifiil  Chapel  of  the  Schloss,  with  Ma- 
jesties and  Brunswick  Sublimities  looking  on,  performed 
the  ceremony:  and  Crown-Prince  Friedrich  of  Prussia 
has  fairly  wedded  the  Serene  Princess  Elizabeth  Chris- 
tina of  Brunswick-Bevem,  age  eighteen  coming,  man- 
ners rather  awkward,  complexion  lily-and-rose;  —  and 
History  is  right  glad  to  have  done  with  the  wearisome 
affair,  and  know  it  settled  on  any  tolerable  terms  what- 
ever. Here  is  a  Note  of  Friedrich's  to  his  dear  Sister, 
which  has  been  preserved: 


*  Acconnt  of  the  Interview  by  Seckendorf,  In  FtJrster,  Ui*  148-55;  Copy 
of  the  Answer  itself  is  in  the  State-Paper  Of&oe  het«. 
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To  Princess  Wilhelmina  of  Baireuth,  at  Berlin, 

** Salzdahlam ,  Noon,  12th  June  1738. 

"  My  dear  Sister ,  —  A  minute  since ,  the  whole  Ceremony 
"  was  got  finished ;  and  God  be  praised  it  is  over !  I  hope  you 
*^will  take  it  as  a  mark  of  my  friendship  that  I  give  you  the 
"first  news  of  it. 

'*I  hope  I  shall  have  the  honour  to  see  you  again  soon; 
"and  to  assure  you,  my  dear  Sister,  that  I  am  wholly  yours 
^'(tout  a  vous).  I  write  in  great  haste;  and  add  nothing 
*  *  that  is  merely  formal.    Adieu.  * 

One  Keyserling,  the  Prince's  favourite  gentleman, 
came  over  express,  with  this  Letter,  and  the  more  pri- 
vate news;  Wilhelmina  being  full  of  anxieties.  Key- 
serlis^  said.  The  Prince  was  inwardly  "well  content 
"with  his  lot;  though  he  had  kept  up  the  old  farce  to 
"the  last;  and  pretended  to  be  in  frightftil  humour,  on 
"the  very  morning;  bursting  out  upon  his  valets  in  the 
"King's  presence,  who  reproved  him,  and  looked  rather 
"pensive,"  —  recognising,  one  hopes,  what  a  sacrifice 
it  was.  The  Queen's  Majesty,  Keyswling  reported, 
"was  charmed  with  the  style  and  ways  of  th«  Bruns- 
"wick  Court;  but  could  not  endure  the  Princess-Eoyal" 
(new  Wife),  "and  treated  the  two  Duchesses  like  dogs 
{comme  des  chiens)^**  Reverend  Abbot  Mosheim  (such 
his  title;  Head  Churchman,  theological  chief  of  Helm- 
stadt  University  in  those  parts,  with  a  couple  of  extinct 
little  Abbacies  near  by,   to  help  his  stipend)   preached 

•  (Euvres,  xxtU.  part  lat,  p.  9.  «•  Wilhelmina,  ii.  114. 
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next  Sunday,  "On  the  Marriage  of  the  Righteous,"  — 
felicitous  appropriate  Sermon,  said  a  grateM  Public;* 
—  and  in  short,  at  Salzdahlum  all  goes,  if  not  as 
merry  as  some  marriage-bells,  yet  without  jarring  to 
the  ear. 

On  Tuesday,  both  the  Majesties  set  out  towards 
Potsdam  again;  "where  his  Majesty,*'  having  business 
waiting,  "arrived  some  time  before  the  Queen."  Thither 
also,  before  the  week  ends,  Crown-Prince  Friedrich, 
with  his  Bride,  and  all  the  Serenities  of  Brunswick 
escorting,  are  upon  the  road,  —  duly  detained  by  com- 
plimentary harangues,  tedious  scenic  evolutions,  at 
Magdeburg  and  the  intervening  Towns;  —  grand  en- 
trance of  the  Princess-Koyal  into  Berlin  is  not  till  the 
27th,  last  day  of  the  week  following.  That  was  such 
a  day  as  Wilhelmina  never  saw:  no  sleep  the  night 
before;  no  breakfast  can  one  taste:  between  Charlotten- 
burg  and  Berlin,  there  is  a  Eeview  of  unexampled 
splendour;  "above  eighty  carriages  of  us,"  and  only  a 
tent  or  two  against  the  flaming  June  sun:  think  of  it! 
Eeview  begins  at  four  a.m.  ;  —  poor  Wilhelmina  thought 
she  would  verily  have  died,  of  heat  and  thirst  and 
hunger,  in  the  crowded  tent,  under  the  flaming  June 
sun;  before  the  Eeview  could  end  itself,  and  march 
into  Berlin,  trumpeting  and  salvoing,  with  the  Princess- 
Eoyal  at  the  head  of  it.** 

Of  which  grand  flaming  day,  and  of  the  tmexampled 
balls  and  effulgent  festivities  that  followed,  "all  Berlin 

*  Text,  Psalm  xoil.  12;  '* Sermon  printed  in  Moahelai's  Worhar 
««  Wilhelmina,  il.  127-129. 
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mining  itself  in  dresses  and  equipages,"  we  will  say 
nothing  farther;  but  give  only,  what  may  still  have 
some  significance  for  readers,  Wilhelmina's  Portrait  of 
the  Princess-Royal,  on  their  first  meeting,  which  had 
taken  place  at  Potsdam  two  days  before.  The  Princess- 
Koyal  had  arrived  at  Potsdam  too,  on  that  occasion, 
across  a  grand  Review;  Majesty  himself  riding  out. 
Majesty  and  Crown-Prince,  who  had  preceded  her  a 
little,  to  usher-in  the  poor  young  creature;  —  Thurs- 
day, June  25th,  1733: 

"The  King  led  her  into  the  Queen's  Apartment;  then 
*' seeing,  after  she  had  saluted  us  all,  that  she  was  much 
"he^tQCl  and  dispowdered  (dipoudrie)^  he  bade  my  Brother 
"  i[ikl».|to  to  her  own  room.  I  followed  them  thither.  My 
'^Bk^Qffiiier  said  to  her,  introducing  me:  ^This  is  a  Sister  I 
"'adore,  and  am  obliged  to  beyond  measure.  She  has  had 
"  *  the  goodness  to  promise  me  that  she  will  take  care  of  you, 
"  *  and  help  you  with  her  good  counsel;  I  wish  you  to  respect 
"  *  her  beyond  even  the  King  and  Queen ,  and  not  to  take  the 
"  *  least  step  without  her  advice :  do  you  understand  ?*  I  em- 
" braced  the  Princess-Royal,  and  gave  her  every  assurance 
"of  my  attachment;  but  she  remained  like  a  statue,  not  an- 
"  swering  a  word.  Her  people  not  being  come ,  I  repowdered 
"her  myself,  and  readjusted  her  dress  a  little;  without  the 
"least  sign  of  thanks  £rom  her,  or  any  answer  to  all  my 
"caressings.  My  Brother  got  impatient  at  last;  and  said 
"aloud:  *  Devil's  in  the  blockhead  (Peste  soit  de  la  bete): 
"* thank  my  Sister  then!'  She  made  me  a  curtsy,  on  the 
"  model  of  ^at  of  Agn^s  in  the  Ecole  des  Femmes,  I  took  her 
"back  to  the  Queen's  Apartment;  little  edified  by  such  a  dis- 
"play  of  talent. 
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"  The  Princess-Boyal  is  tall ;  her  figtire  ia  not  fine ;  stoop- 
ing slightly,  or  hanging  forward,  as  she  walks  or  stands, 
'which  gives  her  an  awkward  air.     Her  complexion  is  of 

*  dazzling  whiteness ,  heightened  by  the  liveliest  colours :  her 
*eyes  are  pale  blue,  and  not  of  much  promise  for  spiritual 

*  gifts.  Mouth  small;  features  generally  small,  —  dainty 
^(mignons)  rather  than  beautiful:  —  and  the  countenance 

*  altogether  is  so  innocent  and  infantine ,  you  would  think  this 

*  head  belonged  to  a  child  of  twelve.  Her  hair  is  blond,  plenti- 

*  fill,  curling  in  natural  locks.  Teeth  are  unhappily  very  bad, 
'black  and  ill-set;  which  are  a  disfigurement  in  this  fine  face. 
'  She  has  no  manners ,  nor  the  least  vestige  of  tact;  has  much 
'difficulty  in  speaking,  and  making  herself  understood:  for 
'  most  part  you  are  obliged  to  guess  what  she  means ;  which 
'is  very  embarrassing.- 


The  Berlin  gaieties,  —  for  Karl,  Heir-A] 
Brunswick,  brother  to  this  Princess-Royal,  w< 
Charlotte,  too,  about  a  week  hence,**  —  did  ndt  Aid, 
and  the  serene  Guests  disappear,  till  far  on  in  July. 
After  which  an  Inspection  with  Papa;  and  thenFriedrich 
got  back  to  Euppin,  and  his  old  way  of  life  there.  In- 
trinsically the  old  studious,  quietly  diligent  way  of  life; 
varied  by  more  frequent  excursions  to  Berlin;  —  where 
as  yet  the  Princess-Royal  usually  resides,  till  some  fit 
residence  be  got  ready  in  the  Ruppin  Country  for  a 
wedded  Crown-Prince  and  her. 

The  young  Wife  had  an  honest  guileless  heart,  if 
little  articulate  intellect;  considerable  inarticulate  sense; 
did  not  fail  to  learn  tact,  perpendicular  attitude,  speech 
enough;  —  and  I  hope  kept  well  clear  of  poutiQg  {faire 

•  Wilhelmina,  ii.  119-121.  ">«  2d  Jaly  1783. 

Carlyle ,  Frederic  the  Great,  F.  '^ 

m 
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la  fdchee)^  a  much  more  dangerous  rock  for  her.  With 
the  gay  temper  of  eighteen,  and  her  native  loyalty  of 
mind,  she  seems  to  have  shaped  herself  successfully  to 
the  Prince's  taste;  and  growing  yearly  gracefiiller  and 
better-looking,  was  an  ornament  and  pleasant  addition 
to  his  Euppin  existence.  These  first  seven  years,  spent 
at  Berlin  or  in  the  Ruppin  quarter,  she  always  regarded 
as  the  flower  of  her  life.* 

Papa,  according  to  promise,  has  faithfully  provided 
a  Crown-Prince  Palace  at  Berlin;  all  trimmed  and  fur- 
nished, for  occasional  residences  there;  the  late  "Go- 
vernment House"  (originally  Schomherg  House),  new- 
built,  —  which  is,  to  this  day,  one  of  the  distinguished 
E|||ggB.^of  Berlin.  Princess -Eoyal  had  Sch5nhausen 
nr;  a  pleasant  royal  Mansion  some  miles  out  of 
r<m  the  Ruppin  side.  Furthermore,  the  Prince- 
ly being  now  a  wedded  man,  has,  as  is  customary 
in  such  case,  a  special  Ami  (Government  District)  set 
apart  for  his  support;  the  "Amt  of  Ruppin,"  where  his 
business  lies.  What  the  exact  revenues  of  Ruppin  are, 
is  not  communicated;  but  we  can  justly  fear  they  were 
far  too  frugal,  —  and  excused  the  underhand  borrowing, 
which  is  evident  enough  as  a  painful  shadow  in  the 
Prince's  life  hencefortL  He  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  wastefiil;  but  he  borrows  all  round,  under  seven- 
fold secrecy,  from  benevolent  Courts,  from  Austria, 
Russia,  England:  and  the  only  pleasant  certainty  we 
notice  in  such  painful  business  is,  that,  on  his  Acces- 

*  Bflsching  (Aotobiography ,  Beytrdge,  ▼!.)  heard  her  say  so,  in  ad- 
ranced  years* 
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sion,  he  pays  with  exactitude,  —  sends  his  Uncle 
George  of  England,  for  example,  the  complete  amount 
in  rouleaus  of  new  coin,  by  the  first  courier  that  goes  * 

A  thought  too  frugal,  his  Prussian  Majesty:  but  he 
means  to  be  kind,  boimtiful*,  and  occasionally  launches 
out  into  handsome  munificence.  This  very  Autumn, 
hearing  that  the  Crown-Prince  and  his  Princess  fancied 
Eeinsberg,  an  old  Castle  in  their  Amt  Euppin,  some 
miles  north  of  them,  —  his  Majesty,  without  word 
spoken,  straight-way  purchased  Reinsberg,  Schloss  and 
Territory,  from  the  owner;  gave  it  to  his  Crown -Prince, 
and  gave  him  money  to  new-build  it  according  to  his 
mind.**  Which  the  Crown-Prince  did,  with  much. 
est,  under  very  wise  architectural  advice,  fo] 
three  years;  then  went  into  it,  to  reside; —  yS 
cease  new-building,  improving,  artistically,  adoi 
it  became  in  all  points  the  image  of  his  taste. 

A  really  handsome  princely  kind  of  residence,  that 
of  Eeinsberg;  —  got  up  with  a  thrift  that  most  of  all 
astonishes  us.  In  which  improved  locality  we  shall  by 
and  by  look  in  upon  him  again.  For  the  present  we 
must  to  Warsaw,  where  tragedies  and  troubles  are  in 
the  wind,  which  turn  out  to  be  not  quite  without  im- 
portance to  the  Crown-Prince  and  us. 

*  Despatch  (of  ac^aoent  date)  in  the  State-Paper  Office  here. 
••  28d  Oct.  1788-16th  March  1784  (Preasf,  i.  75). 
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CHAPTEK  Vm. 

EINQ  AVGITST  DIES;  AND  POLAND   TAKES  FIRE. 

Meanwhile,  over  at  Warsaw,  there  lias  an  Event 
fallen  out.  Friedrich,  writing  rapidly  from  vague  re- 
miniscence, as  he  often  does,  records  it  as  "during  the 
marriage  festivities;"*  but  it  was  four  good  months 
earlier.  Event  which  we  must  now  look  at  for  a  mo- 
ment 

the  end  of  January  last,  we  left  Grumkow  in  a 
hypochondriacal  state,  much  shaken  by  that 
)out  at  Crossen,  when  the  Polish  Majesty  and 
?  so  anxious  to  pump  one  another,  by  copious 
priming  with  Hungary  wine.  About  a  fortnight  aft^, 
in  the  first  days  of  February  following  (day  is  not 
given),  Grumkow  reported  something  curious.  "In  my 
presence,"  says  Wilhelmina,  "and  that  of  forty  per- 
sons," for  the  thing  was  much  talked  about,  "Grumkow 
"said  to  the  King  one  morning:  Ah  Sire,  I  am  in  de- 
"spair;  the  poor  Patroon  is  dead!  I  was  lying  broad 
"awake,  last  night;  all  on  a  sudden,  the  curtains  of  my 
"bed  flew  asunder:  I  saw  him;  he  was  in  a  shroud:  he 
"gazed  fixedly  at  me:  I  tried  to  start  up,  being  dread- 
" fully  taken;  but  the  phantom  disappeared!"  Here 
was  an  illustrious  ghost-story  for  Berlin,  in  a  day  or 
two  when  the  Courier  came.     "Died  at  the  very  time 

"  (Ewre$  {M4m,  de  Brandebonrg) ,  i.  168. 
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^^of  the  phantom;  Death  and  phantom  were  the  same 
"night,"  say  Wilhehnina  and  the  miraculous  Berlin 
public,  —  but  do  ndt  say  what  night  for  either  of  them 
it  was.*  By  help  of  which  latter  circumstance  the 
phantom  becomes  reasonably  unmiraculous  again,  in  a 
nervous  system  tremulous  from  drink.  "They  had  been 
*'sad  at  parting,"  Wilhelmina  says,  "having  drank  im- 
"mensities  of  Hungary  wine;  the  Patroon  almost  weep- 
"ing  over  his  Grumkow:  *  Adieu,  my  dear  Grumkow,' 
"said  he,  *I  shall  never  see  you  more!'" 

Miraculous  or  not,  the  catastrophe  is  true:  August, 
the  once  Physically  Strong,  lies  dead;  —  and  there  will 
be  no  Partition  of  Poland  for  the  present.  He  had  the 
Diet  ready  to  assemble;  waiting  for  him,  at ^?P|ij|jiti^^ 
and  good  trains  laid  in  the  Diet,  capable  off^^fQ§l^ 
explosion  under  a  good  engineer.  Engineer,  alasll'^rhe 
Grumkow  drinking-bout  had  awakened  that  old  ^bre  in 
his  foot:  he  came  to  Warsaw,  eager  enough  for  bu- 
siness; but  with  his  stock  of  strength  all  out,  and  Death 
now  close  upon  him.  The  Diet  met,  2 6-2 7th  January; 
engineer  all  alert  about  the  good  trains  laid,  and  the 
fortunate  exploding  of  them;  when,  almost  on  the  mor- 
row,—  "Inflammation  has  come  on!"  said  the  Doctors, 
and  were  futile  to  help  farther.  The  strong  body,  and 
its  life,  was  done;  and  nothing  remained  but  to  call-in 
the  Archbishop,  with  his  extreme  unctionis  and  soul- 
apparatus.  « 

August  made  no  moaning  or  recalcitrating;  took,  on 

*  Wilhelmina,  it.  96:  eTent  h^>i>«ned,  lat  February;  news  of  it  eame 
to  Berlin,  4th  February:  Faaimaim  (p.  4M);  BuehhoI;i;  Ao, 
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the  prescribed  terms,  the  ineyitable  that  had  come.  Has 
been  a  very  great  smner,  he  confesses  to  the  Arch- 
bishop: "I  have  not  at  present  strength  to  name  my 
"many  and  great  sins  to  your  ^Reverence,"  said  he;  "I 
"hope  for  mercy  on  the"  —  on  the  nsual  rash  terms. 
Terms  perhaps  known  to  August  to  be  rash;  to  have 
been  frightfiiUy  rash:  but  what  can  he  now  do?  Arch- 
bishop thereupon  gives  absolution  of  his  sins;  Arch- 
bishop does,  —  a  baddish,  unlikely  kind  of  man,  as 
August  well  knows.  August  "laid  his  hand  on  his 
eyes,"  during  such  sad  absolution-mummery;  and  in 
that  posture  had  breathed  his  last,  before  it  was  well 
over.*  Unhappy  soul;  who  shall  judge  him?  —  tran- 
scendent King  of  edacious  Flunkeys;  not  without  fine 
qnalides,  which  he  turned  to  such  a  use  amid  the  temp- 
tatioiiifl.  of  this  world! 


V     ] 


Poland  has  to  find  a  new  King. 

His  death  brought  vast  miseries  on  Poland;  kindled 
foolish  Europe  generally  into  fighting,  and  gave  our 
Crown-Prince  his  first  actual  sight  and  experience  of 
the  facts  of  War.  For  which  reason,  hardly  for  an- 
other, the  thing  having  otherwise  little  memorability  at 
present,  let  us  give  some  brief  synopsis  of  it,  the  briefer 
tiie  better.  Here,  excerpted  fi*om  multifarious  old  Note- 
books, are  some  main  headl^  of  the  affair: 

*  "Sanday,  IstFebrnary  1783,  qaarter  past  4  a.m.**  (FBMmann:  Leben 
Frederici  Augusti  Kdnigs  in  Pohlen,  pp.  994-997). 
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"  On  the  disappearance  of  August  the  Strong ,  his  plans  of 
^'Partitioning  Poland  disappeared  too ,  and  his  fine  trains  in 
"the  Diet  abolished  themselves.  The  Diet  had  now  nothing 
"to  do,  but  proclaim  the  coming  Election,  giving  a  date  to 
"it;  and  go  home  to  consider  a  little  whom  they  would  elect.* 
*'  A  question  weighty  to  Poland.  And  not  likely  to  be  settled 
"by  Poland  alone  or  chiefly;  the  sublime  Republic,  with 
^Hiberum  veto^  and  Diets  capable  only  of  anarchic  noise, 
"having  now  reached  such  a  stage  that  its  Neighbours  eveiy- 
"  where  stood  upon  its  skirts;  asking,  *  Whitherward,  then, 
"  *  with  your  anarchy  ?  Not  this  way ;  —  we  say ,  that  way !  * 
"  —  and  were  apt  to  get  to  battle  about  it ,  before  such  a  thing 
"  could  be  settled.  A  house ,  in  your  street ,  with  perpetual 
"smoke  coming  through  the  slates  of  it,  is  not  a  pleasant 
"house  to  be  neighbour  to!  One  honest  interest  the  neigh- 
"hours  have,  in  an  Election  Crisis  there,  That  th^ house 
"do  not  get  on  fire,  and  kindle  them.  Dishonest  interests, 
"in  the  way  of  tlieft  and  otherwise,  they  may  have  with- 
"  out  limit. 

"  The  poor  house,  during  last  Election  Crisis ,  —  when  Au- 
"gust  the  Strong  was  flung  out,  and  Stanislaus  brought  in; 
"Crisis  presided  over  by  Charles  AIL.,  with  Czar  Peter  and 
"others  hanging  on  the  outskirts,  as  Opposition  party, — 
"fairly  got  into  flame;**  but  was  quenched  down  again  by 
"  that  stout  Swede ;  and  his  Stanislaus,  a  native  Pole,  was 
"left;  peaceably  as  King  for  the  years  then  running.  Years 
"ran;  and  Stanislaus  was  thrown  out,  Charles  himself  being 
"thrown  out;  and  had  to  make  way  for  August  the  Strong 

*  "Interregnam  proclaimed,**  11th  Febrnary;  Preliminary  Diet  to 
meet,  21st  April;  —  meets;  settles,  before  May  is  done,  tliat  the  Ele6tioa 
shall  begin  25th  Aogost:  it  mast  end  in  six  weeks  thereafter,  by  law  of  tli« 
land. 

**  Description  of  it  in  KShler:  MUmbelnstignngen ,  vi.  228-880. 
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^' again:  —  an  ejected  Stanislaus;  King  only  in  title;  known 
'^  to  most  readers  of  this  time.* 

'*  Poor  man ,  he  has  been  living  in  Zweibriick ,  in  Weissen- 
'^burg  and  such  places,  in  that  Debateable  French-Grerman 
'' region,  —  which  the  French  are  more  and  more  getting 
'' stolen  to  themselyes,  in  late  centuries:  —  generally  on  the 
"outskirts  of  France  he  lives;  having  now  connexions  of  the 
"highest  quality  with  France.  He  has  had  £ne  Country- 
-houses in  that  Zweibriick  (Two-Bridge y  Deux-Ponts)  region; 
"had  always  the  ghost  of  a  Court  there;  plenty  of  money,  — 
"a  sinecure  Country-gentleman  life;  —  and  no  complaints 
"have  been  heard  &om  him.  Charles  Ail. ,  as  proprietor  of 
"Deux-Ponts,  had  first  of  all  sent  him  into  those  parts  for 
"refuge;  and  in  general,  easy  days  have  been  the  lot  of 
"  Stanislaus  there. 

^•Nor  has  History  spoken  of  him  since,  except  on  one 
"ntfali  occasion:  when  the  French  Politician  Gentlemen,  at 
"ik  certain  crisis  of  their  game,  chose  a  D&ughter  of  his  to  be 
"Wife  for  young  Louis  XV.,  and  bring  royal  progeny,  of 
"which  they  were  scarce.  This  lyas  in  1724-5;  Due  de 
"Bourbon,  and  other  Politicians  male  and  female,  finding 
"that  the  best  move.  A  thing  wonderful  to  the  then  Ga- 
"zetteers,  for  nine  days;  but  not  now  worth  much  talk. 
"  The  good  youiig  Lady ,  it  is  well  known ,  a  Very  pious  crea- 
"tare,  and  sore  tried  in  her  new  station,  did  bring  royal 
"progeny  enough,  —  and  might  as  well  have  held  her  hand, 
"had  she  foreseen  what  would  become  of  them,  poor  souls! 
"  This  was  a  great  event  for  Stanislaus ,  the  sinecure  Country- 

*  Stanislaus  Lesczinsky,  **Woywode  of  Posen,"  born  1677;  King  of 
Poland,  CbarlejiXII.  aaperintending,  1704  (age  then  27);  driven  oat  1709, 
went  to  Gbarlea  XII.  at  Bender;  to  Zweibriick,  1714;  thenoe,  on  Charleses 
deatkt  to  Welssenbarg  (Alsace,  or  Strasbarg  Coantry):  Daughter  married 
to  Louis  XV.,  1725.  Age  now  56.  —  Hfibner,  t.  97;  IHstoire  de  Stanislas  A 
Roi  de  Pologne  (English  Tran«latioii,  London,  1741),  pp.  86-126;  ^. 
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''gentleman,  in  his  French-German  rustication.  One  other 
*'  thing  I  have  read  of  him ,  infinitely  smaller ,  out  of  those  ten 
'*  years :  in  Z weibriick  Country ,  or  somewhere  in  that  French- 
"German  region,  he  *  built  a  pleasure-cottage,',  conceivable 
"  *  to  the  mind ,  *  and  called  it  SchuhfUcTc  (Shoe-Patch) , '  *  —  a 
"name  that  touches  one's  fancy  on  behalf  of  the  innocent 
"  soul.  Other  fact  I  will  not  remember  of  him.  He  is  now 
"to  quit  Shoe-Patch  and  his  pleasant  Weissenburg  Castle; 
"to  come  on  the  public  stage  again,  poor  man;  and  suffer  a 
"  second  season  of  mischances  and  disgraces  still  worse  than 
"  the  first.  As  we  shall  see  presently;  —  a  new  Polish  Election 
"  Crisis  having  come !  -^ 

"  What  individual  the  Polish  Grandees  would  have  chosen 
"for  King  if  entirely  left  alone  to  do  it?  is  a  question  not  im- 
"portant;  and  indeed  was  never  asked,  in  this  or  in  late 
"Elections.  Not  the  individual  who  could  have  been  a  Ki"g 
"among  them  were  they,  for  a  long  time  back,  in  the  habit 
"of  seeking  after;  not  him,  but  another  and  indeed  reverse 
"  kind  of  individual, — the  one  in  whom  there  lay  most  nowmA- 
"meni,  nourishment  of  any  kind,  even  of  the  cash  kind,  for 
"a  practical  Polish  Grandee.  So  that  the  question  was  no 
"longer  of  the  least  importance,  to  Poland  or  the  Universe; 
"  and  in  point  of  fact,  the  frugal  Destinies  had  ceased  to  have 
"it  put,  in  that  quarter.  Not  Grandees  of  Poland;  but  In- 
"  trusive  Neighbours ,  carrying  Grandees  of  Poland  *  in  their 
"breeches-pocket*  (as  our  phrase  is) ,  were  the  voting  parties. 
"  To  that  pass  it  was  come.  Under  such  stem  penalty  had 
"Poland  and  its  Grandees  fallen,  by  dint  of  false  voting: 
"the  frugal  Destinies  Had  ceased  to  ask  about  their  vote;  and 
"they  were  become  machines  for  voting  with,  or  pistols  for 
"  fighting  with ,  by  bad  Neighbours  who  cared  to  vote  I  Nor 
*  Bliiching:  Erdbstchrminng ,  ▼.1184. 
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"did  the  frugal  Destinies  consider  that  the  proper  method, 
"  either;  but  had,  as  we  shall  see,  determined  to  abolish  that 
"  too ,  in  about  forty  years  more." 

Of  the  Candidates;  of  the  Conditions,     How  the  Election 

went. 

It  was  under  such  omens  that  the  Polish  Election 
of  1733  had  to  transact  itself.  Austria,  Eussia,  Prussia, 
as  next  Neighbours,  were  the  chief  voting  parties,  if 
they  cared  to  intrude;  —  which  Austria  and  Eussia 
were  clear  for  doing;  Pnissia  not  clear,  or  not  beyond 
the  indispensable  or  evidently  profitable.  Seckendorf, 
and  one  Lbwenwolde  the  Eussian  Ambassador  at  Berlin, 
had,  some  time  ago,  in  foresight  of  this  event,  done 
their  utmost  to  bring  Friedrich  Wilhelm  into  coopera- 
tion, —  offering  fine  baits,  "Berg  and- Jiilich"  again, 
among  others;  —  but  nothing  definite  came  of  it: 
peaceable,  reasonably  safe  Election  in  Poland,  other 
interest  Friedrich  Wilhelm  has  not  in  the  matter;  and 
compliance,  not  cooperation,  is  what  can  be  expected 
of  him  by  the  Kaiser  and  Czarina.  Cooperating  or 
even  complying,  these  Three  could  have  settled  it;  and 
would,  —  had  no  other  Neighbour  interfered.  But 
other  neighbours  can  interfere;  any  neighbour  that  has 
money  to  spend,  or  likes  to  bully  in  such  a  matter! 
And  that  proved  to  be  the  case,  in  this  unlucky  in- 
stance. 

Austria  and  Eussia,  with  Prussia  complying,  had, 
—  a  year  ago,  before  the  late  August's  decease,  his 
life  seeming  then  an  extremely  uncertain  one,  and  fore- 
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sight  being  always  good,  —  privately  come  to  an  under- 
standing,* "in  case  of  a  Polish  Election: 

"l**.  That  France  was  to  have  no  hand  in  it  what- 
"ever  —  no  tool  of  France  ta  be  King;  or  as  they  more 
"politely  expressed  it,  having  their  eye  npon  Stanislaus, 
"No  Piast  or  native  Pole  could  be  eligible. 

"2".  That  neither  could  August's  Son,  the  new 
"August,  who  would  then  be  Kurftlrst  of  Saxony,  be 
"admitted  King  of  Poland.  —  And,  on  the  whole, 

"3".  That  an  Emanuel  Prince  of  Portugal  would 
"be  the  eligible  man."  Emanuel  of  Portugal,  King  of 
Portugal's  Brother;  a  gentleman  without  employment, 
as  his  very  Title  tells  us;  gentleman  never  heard  of 
before  or  since,  in  those  parts  or  elsewhere;  but  doubt- 
less of  the  due  harmless  quality,  as  Portugal  itself  was: 
he  is  to  be  the  Polish  King,  —  vote  these  Intrusive 
Neighbours.  What  the  vote  of  Poland  itself  may  be, 
the  Destinies  do  not,  of  late,  ask;  finding  it  a  super- 
fluous question. 

So  had  the  Three  Neighbours  settled  this  matter; 
—  or  rather,  I  should  say,  so  had  Two  of  them;  for 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  wanted,  now  or  afterwards,  nothing 
in  this  Election,  but  that  it  should  not  take  fire  and 
kindle  him.  Two  of  the  Neighbours:  and  of  these  two, 
perhaps  we  might  guess  the  Kaiser  was  the  principal 
contriver  and  suggester;  France  and  Saxony  being  both 
hateful  to  him,  —  obstinate  refusers  of  the  Pragmatic 
Sanction,  to  say   nothing   more.     What  the  Czarina, 

*  8l8t  December  1731,  "Treaty  of  LSwenwolde**  (which  never  got 
completed  or  became  valid):  SchSll,  iL  328. 
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Anne  with  the  big  cheek,  specially  wanted,  I  do  not 
learn,  —  nnless  it  were  peaceable  hold  of  Gourland; 
or  perhaps  merely  to  produce  herself  in  these  parts,  as 
a  kind  of  regulating  Pallas,  along  with  the  Jupiter 
Kaiser  of  Western  Europe;  —  which  might  have  eiSects 
by  and  by. 

Emanuel  of  Portugal  was  not  elected,  nor  so  much 
as  spoken  of  in  the  Diet.  Nor  did  one  of  these  Three 
Regulations  take  effect;  but  much  the  contrary,  — 
other  Neighbours  having  the  power  to  interfere.  France 
saw  good  to  interfere,  a  rather  distant  Neighbour: 
Austria,  Eussia,  could  not  endure  the  French  vote  at 
all;  and  so  the  whole  world  got  on  fire  by  the  business. 

France  is  not  a  near  Neighbour;  but  it  has  a  Stanis- 
laus much  concerned,  who  is  eminently  under  the  pro- 
tedaon  of  France:  —  who  may  be  called  the  '^Father 
of  France,"  in  a  sense,  or  even  the  "Grandfather;"  his 
Daughter  being  Mother  of  a  young  creature  they  call 
Dauphin,  or  "Child  of  France"?  Fleury  and  the 
French  Court  decide  that  Stanislaus,  Grandfather  of 
France,  was  once  King  of  Poland;  that  it  will  behove, 
for  various  reasons,  he  be  King  again.  Some  say,  old 
Fleury  did  not  care  for  Stanislaus;  merely  wanted  a 
quarrel  with  the  Kaiser,  -7  having  got  himself  in 
readiness,  "with  Lorraine  in  his  eye;"  and  seeing  the 
Kaiser  not  ready.  It  is  likelier  the  hot  young  spirits, 
Belleisle  and  others,  controlled  old  Fleury  into  it  At 
all  events,  Stanislaus  is  summoned  from  his  rustication; 
the  French  Ambassador  at  Warsaw  gets  his  instructions. 
French  Ambassador  opens  himself  largely,  at  Warsaw, 
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by  eloquent  speech,  bj  copious  money,  on  tlie  subject 
of  Stanislaus;  finds  large  audience,  enthusiastic  recepti- 
vity; —  and  readers  will  now  understand  the  following 
chronological  phenomena  of  the  Polish  Election: 

"  August  25/A ,  1733.  This  day  the  Polish  Election  begins. 
"  So  has  the  Preliminary  Diet  (kind  of  Polish  Caucus)  ordered 
"it;  —  Preliminary  Diet  itself  a  very  stormy  matter;  minority 
"like  to  be  'thrown  out  of  window,*  to  be  *shot  through  the 
"head,'  on  some  occasions.*  Actual  Election  begins;  con- 
"  tinues  sub  dio ,  '  in  the  Field  of  Wola ,'  in  a  very  tempestuous 
"fashion;  bound  to  conclude  within  six  weeks.  Kaiser  has 
*  *  his  troops  assembled  over  the  border ,  in  Silesia ,  *  to  protect 
"  *  the  freedom  of  election ;'  Czarina  has  30,000  under  Marshal 
"  Lacy ,  lying  on  the  edge  of  Lithuania ,  bent  on  a  like  object ; 
"  will  increase  them  to  50,000,  as  the  plot  thickens. 

"  So  that  Emanuel  of  Portugal  is  not  heard  of;  and  French 
"  interference  is ,  with  a  vengeance ,  —  and  Stanislaus ,  a  born 
"Piast,  is  overwhelmingly  the  favourite.  Intolerable  to 
"Austria,  to  Russia;  the  reverse  to  FriedrichWilhelm,  who 
"privately  thinks  him  the  right  man.  And  Kurfurst  Au- 
"gust  of  Saxony  is  thQ  other  Candidate, —  with  troops  of 
"his  own  in  the  distance,  but  without  support  in  Poland; 
"  and  depending  wholly  on  the  Kaiser  and  Czarina  for  his 
"chance,  And  our  'three  settled  points*  are  gone  to  water 
"in  this  manner! 

"August  seeing  there  was  not  the  least  hope  in  Poland's 
"own  vote,  judiciously  went  to  the  Kaiser  first  of  all:  *Im- 
"  *  perial  Majesty ,  I  will  accept  your  Pragmatic  Sanction  root 
"  *  and  branch ,  swallow  it  whole ;  make  me  King  of  Poland ! ' 
"  *Done !'  answers  Imperial  Majesty ;  **  brings  the  Czarina  over, 

*  History  of  Stanislaus  (cited  above),  p.  136, 
«•  16tb  Jaly  1738:  Treaty  In  Schbll,  U.  324-281. 
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"by  good  oflters  of  August's  and  his;  —  and  now  there  is  an 
"  effective  Opposition  Candidate  in  the  field,  with  strength  of  his 
"own,  and  good  backing  close  at  hand.  Austrian,  Russian 
"Ambassadors  at  Warsaw  lift  up  their  voice ,  like  the  French 
"one;  open  their  purse,  and  bestir  themselves;  but  with  no 
"  success  in  the  Field  of  Wola ,  except  to  the  stirring  up  of 
"noise  and  tumult  there.  They  must  look  to  other  fields  foi 
"success.  The  voice  of  Wola,  and  of  Poland,  if  it  had  now 
"  a  voice ,  is  enthusiastic  for  Stanislaus. 

^*' September  1th.  A  couple  of  quiet -looking  Merchants 
"arrive  in  Warsaw,  —  one  of  whom  is  Stanislaus  in  person. 
"Newspapers  say  he  is  in  the  French  Fleet  of  War,  which  is 
"  sailing  minatory  towards  these  Coasts :  and  there  is  in  truth 
"a  Gentleman  in  Stanislaus's  Clothes  on  board  there;* — to 
"make  the  Newspapers  believe.  Stanislaus  himself  drove 
"  through  Berlin ,  a  day  or  two  ago ;  gave  the  sentry  a  ducat 
"at  the  Gate,  to  be  speedy  with  the  passports,  —  whom 
"Friedrich  Wilhelm  affected  to  put  under  arrest  for  such 
"  negligent  speed.  And  so ,  on  the  10th  of  the  month ,  Stanis- 
"laus  being  now  rested  and  trimmed,  makes  his  appearance 
"on  the  Field  of  Wola  itself;  and  captivates  all  hearts  by 
"the  kind  look  of  him.  So  that,  on  the  second  day  after, 
"12th  September  1733,  he  is,  as  it  were,  unanimously 
"elected:  with  acclamation,  with  enthusiasm;  and  sees  him- 
"self  actual  King  of  Poland,  —  if  France  send  proper  back- 
"ing  to  continue  him  there.  As,  surely,  she  will  not  fail? 
"  —  But  there  are  alannihg  news  that  the  Kussians  are  ad- 
"vancing:  Marshal  Lacy  with  30,000;  and  reinforcements  in 
"the  rear  of  him. 

^^  September  22d,  Bussians  advancing  more  and  more, 
"no  French  help  arrived  yet,  and  the  enthusiastic  Polish 
"Chivalry  being  good  for  nothing  against  regular  musketry, 
« — King  Stanislaus  finds  that  he  will  have  to  quit  Warsaw, 
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"  and  seek  covert  somewhere.  Quits  Warsaw  this  day ;  gets 
*' covert  in  Dantzig.  And,  in  fact,  from  this  22d  of  Sep- 
*'tember,  day  of  the  autumnal  equinox,  1733,  is  a  fiigi- 
"tive,  blockaded,  besieged  Stanislaus:  an  Imaginary  King 
•**  thenceforth.  His  Real  Kingship  had  lasted  precisely  ten 
"  days. 

"  October  Bd,  Lacy  and  his  Russians  arrive  in  the  suburbs 
"of  Warsaw,  intent  upon  *  protecting  freedom  of  election.* 
"Bridges  being  broken,  they  do  not  yet  cross  the  River,  but 
"invite  the  free  electors  to  come  across,  and  vote:  *A  real 
"King  is  very  necessary,  —  Stanislaus  being  an  imaginary 
"  one ,  brought  in  by  compulsion ,  by  threats  of  flinging  people 
"out  of  window,  and  the  like.*  The  free  electors  do  not 
"  cross.  Whereupon  a  small  handful,  now  free  enough,  and 
"  not  to  be  thrown  out  of  window ,  whom  Lacy  had  about  him, 
"  proceed  to  elect  August  of  Saxony :  he ,  on  the  5th  of  Octo- 
"ber,  still  one  day  within  the  legal  six  weeks,  is  chosen  and 
"declared  the  real  King;  —  *  twelve  senators  and  about  six 
"hundred  gentlemen'  voting  for  him  there,  free  they  in 
"Lacy's  quarters,  the  rest  of  Poland  having  lain  under  com- 
"pulsion  when  voting  for  Stanislaus.  That  is  the  Polish 
"  Election,  so  far  as  Poland  can  settle  it.  We  said  the  Destinies 
"had  ceased,  sometime  since,  to  ask  Poland  for  its  vote ;  it 
"is  other  people  who  have  now  got  the  real  power  of  voting. 
"But  that  is  the  correct  state  of  the  poll  at  Warsaw,  if  im- 
"portant  to  anybody." 

August  is  crowned  in  Cracow  before  long;  "August 
ni.,"  whom  we  shall  meet  again  in  important  circum- 
stances. Lacy  and  his  Russians  have  voted  for  August; 
able,  they,  to  disperse  all  manner  of  enthusiastic  Polish 
Chivalry;  which  indeed,  we  observe,  usuallj  stands  but 
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one  vollej  from  the  Bussian  mnsketiy;  and  flies  else- 
whither,  to  bum  and  plunder  its  own  domestic  enemies. 
Far  and  wide,  robbery  and  arson  are  prevalent  in 
Poland;  Stanislaus  lying  under  covert  in  Dahtzig,  — 
an  imaginary  King  ever  since  the  equinox,  but  well 
trusting  that  the  French  will  give  him  a  plumper  vote. 
French  War-fleet  is  surely  under  way  hither. 

Poland  on  fire;  Dantzig  stands  Siege, 

These  are  the  news  our  Crown -Prince  hears  at 
Euppin,  in  the  first  months  of  his  wedded  life  there. 
With  what  interest  we  may  fancy.  Brandenburg  is 
next  neighbour;  and  these  Polish  troubles  reach  far 
enough;  —  the  ever-smoking  house  having  taken  fire; 
and  all  the  street  threatening  to  get  on  blaze.  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm,  nearest  neighbour,  stands  anxious  to 
quench,  carefully  sweeping  the  hot  coals  across  again 
from  his  own  borders;  and  will  not  Interfere  on  one  or 
the  other  side,  for  any  persuasion. 

Dantzig,  strong  in  confidence  of  French  help,  refuses 
to  give  up  Stanislaus  when  summoned;  will  stand  siege 
rather.  Stands  siege;  furious  lengthy  siege,  —  with 
enthusiastic  defence;  "a  Lady  of  Eank  firing  off  the 
first  gun,"  against  the  Eussian  batteries.  Of  the  Siege 
of  Dantzig,  which  made  the  next  Spring  and  Summer 
loud  for  mankind  (February  —  June  1734)  we  shall 
say  nothing,  —  our  own  poor  field,  which  also  grows 
loud  enough,  lying  far  away  from  Dantzig,  —  except: 

J^rst^  That  no  French  help  came,  or  as  good  as 
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none;  the  minatory  War -fleet  having  landed  a  poor 
1,600  men,  headed  by  the  Comte  de  Plelo,  who  had 
volunteered  along  with  them;  that  they  attempted  one 
onslaught  on  the  Eussian  lines,  and  that  Plelo  was 
shot,  and  the  rest  were  blown  to  miscellaneous 
ruin,  and  had  to  disappear,  not  once  getting  into 
Dantzig.  Secondly^  That  the  Saxons,  imder  Weissen- 
fels,  our  poor  old  friend,  with  proper  siege-artillery, 
though  not  with  enough,  did,  by  effort  (end  of  May), 
get  upon  the  scene;  in  which  this  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  Weissenfels's  siege-artillery  "came  by  post;"  two 
big  mortars  expressly  passing  through  Berlin,  marked 
as  part  of  the  Duke  of  Weissenfels's  Luggage.  And 
thirdly^  That  Mtlnnich,  who  had  succeeded  Lacy  as 
Besieging  General,  and  was  in  hot  haste,  and  had  not 
artillery  enough,  made  unheard-of  assajilts  (2,000  men, 
some  say  4,000,  lost  in  one  night-attack  upon  a  post 
they  call  the  Hagelberg;  rash  attack,  much  blamed  by 
military  men);*  —  but  nevertheless,  having  now  (by 
Eussian  Fleet,  middle  of  June)  got  siege-artillery 
enough,  advances  irrepressibly  day  by  day. 

So  that  at  length,  things  being  now  desperate, 
Stanislaus,  disguised  as  a  cattle-dealer,  privately  quitted 
Dantzig,  night  of  27th  June  1734;  got  across  the 
intricate  mud  -  and  -  water  difficulties  of  the  Weichsel 
and  its  mouths,  flying  perilously  towards  Preussen 
and  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  protection.**  Whereby  the 
Siege  of  Dantzig  ended  in  chamade,  and  levying  of 

*  (Evmrei  de  Fr6d6ric,^  xxvil.  part  3d,  p.  81. 
**  Narrative  by  himself,  in  HUtory,  pp.  286-Si8. 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great.  F.  ^ 
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penalties;  penalties  severe  to  a  degree,  though  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  interceded  what  he  could.  And  with  the 
Siege  of  Dantzig,  the  blazing  Polish  Election  went  out 
in  like  manner;*  —  having  ahready  kindled,  in  quarters 
far  away  from  it,  conflagrations  quite  otherwise  interest- 
ing to  us.     Whitherward  we  now  hasten. 

*  Clear  accoant,  especially  of  Siege,  in  Mannstein  (pp.  71-88),  who 
was  there  as  MQnnich's  Aide-de-  Camp. 
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CHAPTEE  IX. 
kaiser's  shadow-hunt  has  caught  fire. 

Franz  of  Lorraine,  the  young  favourite  of  Fortune, 
whom  we  once  saw  at  Berlin  on  an  interesting  occasion, 
was  about  this  time  to  have  married  his  Imperial  Arch- 
duchess; Kaiser^s  consent  to  be  formally  demanded  and 
given;  nothing  but  joy  and  splendour  looked  for  in 
the  Court  of  Vienna  at  present  Nothing  to  prevent 
it,  —  had  there  been  no  Polish  Election;  had  not  the 
Kaiser,  in  his  Shadow-Hunt  (coursing  the  Pragmatic 
Sanction  chiefly,  as  he  has  done  these  twenty  years 
past),  gone  rashly  into  that  combustible  foreign  element. 
But  so  it  is :  this  was  the  fatal  limit.  The  poor  Kaiser's 
Shadow -Hunt,  going  scot-free  this  long  while,  and 
merely  tormenting  other  people,  has,  at  this  point,  by 
contact  with  inflammable  Poland,  unexpectedly  itself 
caught  fire;  goes  now  plunging,  all  in  mad  flame,  over 
precipices  one  knows  not  how  deep:  and  there  will  be 
a  lamentable  singeing  and  smashing  before  the  Kaiser 
get  out  of  this,  if  he  ever  get!  Kaiser  Karl,  from  this 
point,  plunges  down  and  down,  all  his  days;  and  except 
in  that  Shadow  of  a  Pragmatic  Sanction,  if  he  can  still 
save  that,  has  no  comfort  left.  Marriages  axe  not  the 
thing  to  be  thought  of  at  present!  — 

Scarcely  had  the  news  of  August's  Election.^  «sA 
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Stanislauses  flight  to  Dantzig,  reached  France,  when 
France,  all  in  a  state  of  readiness,  informed  the  Kaiser, 
ready  for  nothing,  his  force  lying  in  Silesia,  doing  the 
Election  functions  on  the  Polish  borders  there,  "That 
he  the  Kaiser  had,  by  such  treatment  of  the  Grand- 
father of  France  and  the  Polish  Elingdom  fairly  fallen 
to  him,  insulted  the  most  Christian  Majesty;  that  in 
consequence  the  most  Christian  Majesty  did  hereby 
declare  "War  against  the  said  Kaiser,"  —  and  in  fact 
had,  that  very  day  (14th  October  1733),  begun  it 
Had  marched  over  into  Lorraine,  namely,  secured  Lor- 
raine against  accidents;  and,  more  specially,  gone 
across  firom  Strasburg  to  the  German  side  of  the 
Bhine,  and  laid  siege  to  Kehl.  Kehl  Fortress;  a  dila- 
pidated outpost  of  the  Eeich  there,  which  cannot  resist 
many  hours.  Here  is  news  for  the  Kaiser,  with  his 
few  troops  all  on  the  Polish  borders;  minding  his 
neighbour's  business,  or  chasing  Pragmatic  Sanction,  in 
those  ruflammable  localities! 

Pacific  Fleury,  it  must  be  owned,  if  he  wanted  a 
quarrel  with  the  Kaiser,  could  not  have  managed  it  on 
more  advantageous  terms.  Generals,  a  Due  de  Berwick, 
aNoailles,  Belleisle;  generals,  troops,  artillery,  munitions, 
nothing  is  wanting  to  Fleury;  to  the  Kaiser  all  things. 
It  is  surmised,  the  French  had  their  eye  on  Lorraine, 
not  on  Stanislaus,  from  the  first  For  many  centuries, 
especially  for  these  last  two,  —  ever  since  that  Siege 
of  Metz,  which  we  once  saw,  under  Kaiser  Karl  V.  and 
Albert  Alcibiades,  —  France  has  been  wrenching  and 
screwing  at  this  Loiraine,  wriggling  it  off  bit  by  bit; 
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till  now,  as  we  perceived  on  Lyttelton  junior  of  Hag- 
ley's  visit,  Lorraine  seems  all  lying  unscrewed;  and 
France,  by  any  good  opportunity,  could  stick  it  in  her 
pocket.  Such  opportunity  sly  Fleury  contrived,  they 
say,  —  or  more  likely  it  might  be  Belleisle  and  the 
other  adventurous  spirits  that  urged  it  on  pacific  Fleury, 
but  at  all  events,  he  has  got  it.     Dilapidated  Kehl  , 

yields  straightway:*  Sardinia,  Spain  declare  alliance 
with  Fleury,  and  not  Lorraine  only,  and  the  Swabian 
Provinces,  but  Italy  itself  lies  at  his  discretion,  — 
owing  to  your  treatment  of  the  Grandfather  of  France, 
and  these  Polish  Elective  methods. 

The  astonished  Kaiser  rushes  forward  to  fling  him- 
self into  the  arms  of  the  Sea-Powers,  his  one  resource 
left:  "Help!  Moneys,  subsidies,  ye  Sea-PowersI"  But 
the  Sea-Powers  stand  obtuse,  arms  not  open  at  all, 
hands  buttoning  their  pockets:  "Sorry  we  cannot,  your 
Imperial  Majesty.  Fleury  engages  not  to  touch  the 
Netherlands,  the  Barrier  Treaty;  Polish  Elections  are 
not  our  concern!"  and  callously  decUne.  The  Kaiser's 
astonishment  is  extreme;  his  big  heart  swelling  even 
with  a  martyr-feeling;  and  he  passionately  appeals: 
"Ungrateftd,  blind  Sea-Powers!  No  money  to  fight 
"France,  say  you?  Are  the  Laws  of  Nature  fallen 
"void?"  Imperial  astonishment,  sublime  martyr-feel- 
ing, passionate  appeals  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  avail 
nothing  with  the  blind  Sea-Powers:  "No  money  in  us," 
answer  they:  "we  will  help  yon  to  negotiate,"  —  "Ne* 

•  29th  October  1788.    Mhnoirea  du  Mariehal  de  Btrwiek  (in  FtttttoTt  -y^ 

Gollectlon,  Paria,  1828),  11.808. 
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"gotiate!"  answers  he;  and  will  have  to  pay  liis  own 
Election  broken-glass,  with  a  sublime  martyr-feeling, 
without  money  from  the  Sea-Powers. 

Fleury  has  got  the  Sardinian  Majesty;  "Sardinian 
doorkeeper  of  the  Alps,"  who  opens  them  now  this 
way,  now  that,  for  a  consideration:  "A  slice  of  the 
Milanese,  your  Majesty!"  bargains  Fleury.  Fleury 
has  got  the  Spanish  Majesty  (our  violent  old  Mend  the 
Termagant  of  Spain)  persuaded  to  join:  "Your  infant 
Carlos,  made  Duke  of  Parma  and  Piacenza,  with  such 
difficulty;  what  is  that?  Naples  itself,  crown  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  lies  in  the  wind  for  Carlos;  - —  and  your 
junior  infant,  great  Madam,  has  he  no  need  of  apana- 
ges?" The  Termagant  of  Spain,  "offended  by  Prag- 
matic Sanction"  (she  says),  is  ready  on  those  terms; 
the  Sardinian  Majesty  is  ready:  and  Fleury,  this  same 
October,  with  an  overwhelming  force,  Spaniards  and 
Sardinians  to  join,  invades  Italy;  great  Marshal  Villars 
himself  taking  the  command.  Marshal  Villars,  an  ex- 
tremely eminent  old  military  gentleman,  somewhat  of  a 
friend,  or  husband  of  a  lady-friend,  to  M.  de  Voltaire, 
for  one  thing;  —  and  capable  of  slicing  Italy  to  pieces 
at  a  fine  rate,  in  the  condition  it  was  in. 

Never  had  Kaiser  such  a  bill  of  broken  glass  to 
pay  for  meddling  in  neighbours'  elections  before.  The 
year  was  not  yet  ended,  when  Villars  and  the  Sardinian 
Majesty  had  done  their  stroke  on  Lombardy;  taken 
Milan  Citadel,  taken  Pizzighetone,  the  Milanese  in 
whole,  and  appropriated  it;  swept  the  poor  unprepared 
Kaiser  clear  out  of  those  parts.     Baby  Carlos  and  the 
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Spaniards  are  to  do  the  Two  Sicilies,  Naples  or  the 
land  one  to  begin  with,  were  the  Winter  gone.  For 
the  present,  Louis  XV.  "sings  Te-deum  at  Paris,  23d 
December  1733"*  —  a  merry  Christmas  there.  Villars, 
now  above  fourscore,  soon  died  of  those  fatigues;  various 
Marshals,  Broglio,  Coigny,  Noailles,  succeeding  him, 
some  of  whom  are  slightly  notable  to  us;  and  there 
was  one  Maillebois,  still  a  subordinate  under  them, 
whose  name  also  may  reappear  in  this  History. 

Subsequent  Course  of  the  War,  in  the  Italian  part  of  it. 

The  French- Austrian  War,  which  had  now  broken 
out,  lasted  a  couple  of  years;  the  Kaiser  steadily  losing, 
though  he  did  his  utmost;  not  so  much  a  War,  on  his 
part,  as  a  Being  Beaten  and  Being  Stript.  The  scene 
was  Italy  and  the  Upper -Rhine  Country  of  Germany; 
Italy  the  deciding  scene;  where,  except  as  it  bears  on 
Germany,  our  interest  is  nothing,  as  indeed  in  Germany 
too  it  is  not  much.  The  principal  events,  on  both 
stages,  are  chronologically  somewhat  as  follows;  —  be- 
ginning with  Italy; 

"  March  2dth,  1734.  Baby  Carlos  with  a  Duke  of  Montemar 
"  for  General ,  a  difficult  impetuous  gentleman ,  very  haughty 
"  to  the  French  allies  and  others ,  lands  in  Naples  Territory, 
"intending  to  seize  the  Two  Sicilies,  according  to  bargain. 
*  *  They  find  the  Kaiser  quite  unprepared ,  and  their  enterprise 
"extremely  feasible. 

May  10th y  Baby  Carlos,  —whom  we  ought  to  call  Don 
Carlos,  who  is  now  eighteen  gone,  and  able  to  ride  the 

•  Pastes  du  RigM  de  Louis  JF(Parli,  1768) ,  U  MA* 
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pjft  horse,  —  makes  triumphant  entry  into  Naples ,  having 
Bily  swept  the  road  clear;  styles  himself  *  King  of  the  Two 
"Sicilies*  (Papa  haying  sorrendered  him  his  *  right'  there)- 
"whom  Naples,  in  all  ranks  of  it,  willingly  homages  as 
"  such.  Wrecks  of  Kaiser's  forces  intrench  themselves  rather 
"  strongly ,  at  a  place  called  Bitonto ,  in  Apulia ,  not  far  off. 

* '  May  25//i.  Montemar ,  in  an  impetuous  manner  storms 
"them  there;  — which  feat  procures  for  him  the  title,  Duke 
"of  Bitonto;  smd  finishes  off  the  First  of  the  Sicilies.  And 
"indeed,  we  may  say,  finishes  Both  the  Sicilies;  our  poor 
"Kaiser  having  no  considerable  force  in  either,  nor  means 
"of  sending  any;  the  Sea -Powers  having  huttoned  their 
"pockets,  and  the  Combined  Fleet  of  France  and  Spain  beinff 
"on  the  waters  there. 

"We  need  only  add,  on  this  head,  that,  for  ten  months 
"more  Baby  Carlos  and  Montemar  went  about  besieeins- 
"Gaeta,  Messina,  Syracuse;  and  making  tritimphal  entries- 
"  —  and  that,  on  the  30th  of  June  1735,  Baby  Carlos  had  him- 
"  self  fairly  crowned  atPaJermo;*  *Kingofthe  Two  Sicilies' 
"  de  facto ;  in  which  eminent  post  he  and  his  continue  not  with 
"much  success ,  to  this  day. 

"  That  will  suffice  for  the  Two  Sicilies.    As  to  Lombard 
"again,  now  that  Villars  is  out  of  it,  and  the  Coignys  and 
"Broglios  have  succeeded: 

"y«ne  29<A,  1734.    Kaiser,  rallying  desperately  for  rec 
"very  of  the  Milanese,  has  sent  an  Army  thither,  Graf  v 
"Mercy  leader  of  it:  Battle  of  Parma  between  the  Fren  h 
"  and  it  (29th  June) ;  —  totally  lost  by  the  Kaiser's  people 
"after  furious  fighting;  Ghraf  von  Mercy  himself  killed  i  ' 
"the  action.    Graf  von  Mercy,  and  what  comes  nearer  na 
«  a  Prince  of  Oulmbach,  amiable  Uncle  of  our  Wilhelmin  ' ' 
^Hfwhand,  a  brave  man  and  Austrian  soldier,   who 

•  FaUM  ie  lAtuU  XV,  i,  276. 
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much  regretted  by  Wilhelmina  and  the  rest;  his  death  and 
"obsequies  making  a  melancholy  Court  of  Baireuth  in  Ads 
"agitated  year.  The  Kaiser,  doing  his  utmost,  is  beaten  at 
"  every  point, 

"  September  Ihth.  Surprisal  of  the  Secchia.  Kaiser's  people 
"rally,  —  under  a  General  Graf  von  KSnigseck  worth  noting 
"by  us, —  and  after  some  manoeuvring,  in  the  Guastalla- 
"Modena  region,  on  the  Secchia  and  Po  rivers  there,  dex- 
"trously  steal  across  the  Secchia  that  night  (15th  September), 
"  cutting  off  the  small  guard-party  at  the  ford  of  the  Secchia, 
"  then  wading  silently;  and  burst  in  upon  the  French  Camp 
"  in  a  truly  alarming  manner.*  So  that  Broglio ,  in  command 
"there ,  had  to  gallop  with  only  one  boot  on ,  some  say  *  in  his 
"* shirt,'  —  till  he  got  some  force  rallied,  and  managed  to 
"retreat  more  Parthian-like  upon  his  brother  Mar^chal's.Di- 
*  *  vision.  Artillery ,  war-chest ,  secret  correspondence ,  *  King 
"  *  of  Sardinia's  tent ,'  and  much  cheering  plunder  beside  Bro- 
"glio's  odd  boot,  were  the  consequences;  the  Kaiser's  one 
"  success  in  this  War;  abolished,  unluckily,  in  four  days !  — 
"  The  Broglio  who  here  gallops  is  the  secondFrench  Mardchal 
"of  the  name,  son  of  the  £rst;  a  military  gentleman  whom 
"  we  shall  but  too  often  meet  in  subsequent  stages.  A  son  of 
"  this  one's ,  a  third  Mar^chal  Broglio ,  present  at  the  Secchia 
"  that  bad  night ,  is  the  famous  War-god  of  the  Bastille-time, 
"  fifty-five  years  hence ,  —  unfortunate  old  War-god ,  the  Ti- 
"  tans  being  all  up  about  him.  As  to  Broglio  with  the  one  boot, 
"  it  is  but  a  triumph  over  him  till  — 

^^  September  19th.  Battle  of  Guastalla,  that  day.  Battle 
"lost  by  the  Kaiser's  people,  after  eight  hours  hot  fighting; 
"who  are  then  obliged  to  hurry  across  the  Secchia  again;  — 
"and  in  fact  do  not  succeed  in  fighting  any  more  in  that 
"quarter,  this  year  or  afterwards.    For,  next  year  (17d5X 

•  Hormayr,  xx.  84;  Fattes,  oa  it  it  liable  to  do,  mlBdaUft. 
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'|Mfmtemar  is  so  advanced  with  the  Two  Sicilies ,  he  can 
^'assist  in  these  Northern  operations;  andNoailles,  abetter 
"Marechal,  replaces  the  Broglio  and  Coigny  there;  who, 
"with  learned  strategic  movements,  sieges,  threatenings  of 
"siege,  sweeps  the  wrecks  of  Austria,  to  a  satisfactory  degree, 
"into  the  Tyrol,  without  fighting,  or  event  mentionable 
"thenceforth. 

"  This  is  the  Kaiser's  War  of  two  Campaigns,  in  the  Italian, 
"which  was  the  decisive,  part  of  it:  a  continual  Being  Beaten, 
"as  the  reader  sees;  a  Being  Stript,  till  one  was  nearly  bare 
"in  that  quarter." 

Course  of  the  War^  in  the  German  part  of  it. 

In  Germany  the  mentionable  events  are  still  fewer; 
and  indeed,  but  for  one  small  circumstance  bindino*  on 
lis,  we  might  skip  them  altogether.  For  there  is  nothing 
comfortable  in  it  to  the  human  memory  otherwise. 

Mar^chal  Due  de  Berwick,   a  cautious  considerable 

General    (Marlborough's    Nephew,    on    what    terms    is 

known  to  readers),   having  taken  Kehl  and  plundered 

the  Swabian  outskirts  last  Winter,  had  extensive  plans 

of  operating  in  the  heart  of  Germany,    and  ruining  the 

Kaiser  there.     But  first  he  needs,   and  the  Kaiser  is 

aware  of  it,   a  "basis  on  the  Rhine;"   free  bridge  over 

the  Rhine,   not  by  Strasburg  and  Kehl  alone:    and  for 

this  reason,   he  will  have  to  besiege  and  capture  Phi- 

lipsburg  first  of  all.     Strong  Town  of  Philipsburg,  well 

down    towards   Speyer-and-Heidelberg    quarter    on    the 

German  side  of  the  Rhine:*  here  will  be   our   bridge. 

Lorraine  is  already  occupied,  since  the  first  day  of  the 

*  Map  at  p.  80. 
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War;  Trarbach,  strong-place  of  the  Moselle  and  Elec- 
torate of  Trier,  cannot  be  difficult  to  get.  Thus  were 
the  Khine  Country,  on  the  French  side,  secure  to 
France:  and  so  Berwick  calculates  he  will  have  a 
basis  on  the  Rhine,  from  which  to  shoot  forth  into  the 
very  heart  of  the  Kaiser. 

Berwick  besieged  Philipsburg  accordingly  (Summer 
and  Autumn  1734);  Kaiser  doing  his  feeble  best  to 
hinder:  at  the  Siege,  Berwick  lost  his  life,  but  Philips- 
burg surrendered  to  his  successor,  all  the  same;  — 
Kaiser  striving  to  hinder;  but  in  a  most  paralysed 
manner,  and  to  no  purpose  whatever.  And  —  and  this 
properly  was  the  German  War;  the  sum  of  all  done  in 
it  during  those  two  years. 

Seizure  of  Nanci  (that  is,  of  Lorraine),  seizure  of 
Kehl  we  already  heard  of;  then,  prior  to  Philipsburg, 
there  was  siege  or  seizure  of  Trarbach  by  the  French; 
and,  posterior  to  it,  seizure  of  Worms  by  them;  —  and 
by  the  Germans,  there  was  "burning  of  a  magazine  in 
Speyer  by  bombs."    And,  in  brief,  on  both  sides,  there 
was  marching  and  manoeuvring  under  various  generals 
(our  old  rusty  Seckendorf  one  of  them),  till  the  end  of 
1735,  when  the  Italian  decision  arrived,  and  Truce  and 
Peace   along  with  it;  but  there  was  no   other  action 
worth  naming,  even  in  the  Newspapers  as  a  wonder  of 
nine  days.     The  Siege  of  Philipsburg,  and  what  hung 
flickering  round  that  operation,  before  and  after,  was 
the  sum-total  of  the  German  War. 

Philipsburg,  key  of  the  Rhine  in  those  parts,   has 
had  many  sieges;   nor  would  this  one  merit  tliA  \ft»aX. 
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histoiy  firom  us,  were  it  not  for  one  circnmstance:  That 
our  Crown-Prince  was  of  the  Opposing  Army,  and 
made  his  first  experience  of  arms  there.  A  Siege  of 
Philipshurg  slightly  memorable  to  us,  on  that  one  ac- 
count What  Friedrich  did  there,  which  in  the  military 
way  was  as  good  as  nothing;  what  he  saw  and  ex- 
perienced there,  which,  with  some  "eighty  Princes  of 
the  Reich,"  a  Prince  Eugene  for  General,  and  three 
months  under  canvas  on  the  field,  may  have  been  some- 
thing: this,  in  outline,  by  such  obscure  indications  as 
remain,  we  would  fain  make  conceivable  to  the  reader. 
Indications,  in  the  History  Books,  we  have  as  good  as 
none;  but  must  gather  what  there  is  from  JVUhelmina 
and  the  Crown-Prince's  Letters  ^  —  much  studying  to 
be  brief,  were  it  possible! 
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CHAPTER  X. 

CROWN-PRINCE  GOES  TO  THE  RHINE  CAMPAIGN. 

The  Kaiser,  —  with  Kehl  snatched  from  him,  the 
Rhine  open,  and  Louis  XV.  singing  Te-deum  in  the 
Christmas- time  for  what  Villars  in  Italy  had  done,  — 
applied,  in  passionate  haste,  to  the  Reich.  The  Reich, 
though  Fleury  tried  to  cajole  it,  and  apologise  for 
taking  Kehl  from  it,  declares  for  the  Kaiser's  quarrel; 
War  against  France  on  his  behalf  j*  —  it  was  in  this 
way  that  Friedrich  Wilhelm  and  our  Crown-Prince 
came  to  be  concerned  in  the  Rhine  Campaign.  The 
Kaiser  will  have  a  Beichs-Aimj  (were  it  good  for 
much,  as  is  not  likely)  to  join  to  his  own  Austrian  one. 
And  if  Prince  Eugene,  who  is  Reichs-Feldmarschall, 
one  of  the  two  Feldmarschalls,  get  the  Generalship  as 
men  hope,  it  is  not  doubted  but  there  will  be  great 
work  on  the  Rhine,  this  summer  of  1734. 

Unhappily  the  Reichs-Army,  raised  from  multi- 
farious contingents,  and  guided  and  provided  for  by 
many  heads,  is  usually  good  for  little.  Not  to  say  that 
old  Kur-Pfalz,  with  an  eye  to  French  help  in  the  Berg- 
and-Jtilich  matter;  old  Kur-Pfalz,  and  the  Bavarian 
set  {Kur-Baierm  and  Kur-Kdlny  Bavaria  and  ColognOi 

•  18th  March  1784  (Buchbolz,  1. 181). 
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who  are  Brothers,  and  of  old  cousinship  to  KuivPfalz), 
—  quite  refuse  their  contingents;  protest  in  the  Diet, 
and  openly  have  French  leanings.  These  are  bad 
omens  for  the  Reichs-Army.  And  in  regard  to  the 
Reichs-Feldmarschall  Office,  there  also  is  a  difficulty. 
The  Eeich,  as  we  hinted,  keeps  two  supreme  Feld- 
marschalls;  one  Catholic,  one  Protestant,  for  equili- 
brium's sake:  illustrious  Prince  Eugenio  von  Savoye 
is  the  Catholic;  —  but  as  to  the  Protestant,  it  is  a 
difficulty  worth  observing  for  a  moment. 

Old  Duke  Eberhard  Ludwig  of  Wiirtemberg,  the 
unfortunate  old  gentleman  bewitched  by  the  Gravenitz 
"Deliver  us  from  evil,"  used  to  be  the  Reichs-Feld- 
marschall of  Protestant  persuasion;  —  Commander-in- 
Chief  for  the  Reich,  when  it  tried  fighting.  Old  Eber- 
hard had  been  at  Blenheim,  and  had  marched  up  and 
down:  I  never  heard  he  was  much  of  a  General;  per- 
haps good  enough  for  the  Reich,  whose  troops  were 
always  bad.  But  now  that  poor  Duke,  as  we  intimated 
once  or  more,  is  dead;  there  must  be,  of  Protestant 
type,  a  new  Reichs-Feldmarschall  had.  One  Catholic, 
unequalled  among  Captains,  we  already  have;  but 
where  is  the  Protestant,  Duke  Eberhard  being  dead? 

Duke  Eberhard's  Successor  in  Wiirtemberg,  Karl 
Alexander  by  name,  whom  we  once  dined  with  at  Prag 
on  the  Kladrup  journey,  he,  a  General  of  some  worth, 
would  be  a  natural  person.  Unluckily  Duke  Karl 
Alexander  had,  while  an  Austrian  Officer  and  without 
outlooks  upon  Protestant  Wiirtemberg,  gone  over  to 
Papacy,  and  is  now  Catholic.     "Two  Catholic  Feld- 
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maxschalls!"    cries   the    Corpus   Evangelicorum;    "that 
will  never  do!" 

Well,  on  the  other  or  Protestant  side,  there  appear 
two  Candidates;  one  of  them  not  much  expected  by 
the  reader:  no  other  than  Ferdinand  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick-Bevem,  our  Crown-Prince's  Father-in-law;  whom 
we  knew  to  be  a  worthy  man,  but  did  not  know  to  be 
much  of  a  soldier,  or  capable  of  these  ambitious  views. 
He  is  Candidate  First.  Then  there  is  a  Second,  much 
more  entitled:  our  gunpowder  friend  the  Old  Dessauer; 
who,  to  say  nothing  of  his  soldier  qualities,  has  pro- 
mises from  the  Kaiser,  —  he  surely  were  the  man,  if 
it  did  not  hurt  other  people's  feelings.  But  it  surely 
does  and  will.  There  is  Ferdinand  of  Bevem  applying, 
upon  the  score  of  old  promises  too.  How  can  people's 
feelings  be  saved?  Protestants  these  two  last:  but  they 
cannot  both  have  it;  and  what  will  Wiirtemberg  say 
to  either  of  them?  The  Eeich  was  in  very  great  afflic- 
tion about  this  preliminary  matter.  But  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  steps  in  with  a  healing  recipe:  "Let  there  be 
Four  Keichs-Feldmarschalls,"  said  Friedrich  Wilhelm; 
"Two  Protestant  and  two  Catholic:  won't  that  do?"  — 
Excellent!  answers  the  Eeich:  and  there  are  Four 
Feldmarschalls  for  the  time  being;  no  lack  of  com- 
manders to  the  Reichs-Army.  Brunswick-Bevem  tried 
it  first;  but  only  till  Prince  Eugene  were  ready,  and 
indeed  he  had  of  himself  come  to  nothing  before  that 
date.  Prince  Eugene  next;  then  Karl  Alexander  next; 
and  in  fact  they  all  might  have  had  a  stroke  at  com- 
manding, and  at  coming  to  nothing  or  little,  —  only 


-*j»  r 


48      FBIEDBIOK^S  KSISjkiiBnnXSBXSEa^^  U^  STAGE.  [bookiX. 

Feb.-Jane  1734. 

fhe  Old  Dessauer  sulked  at  the  office  in  this  its  fourfold 
state,  and  never  would  fairly  have  it,  till,  by  decease 
of  occupants,  it  came  to  be  twofold  again.  This  glimpse 
into  the  distracted  effete  interior  of  the  poor  old  Eeich 
and  its  Politics,  with  Mends  of  ours  concerned  there, 
let  it  be  welcome  to  the  reader.* 

Priedrich  Wilhelm  was  without  concern  in  this  War, 
or  in  what  had  led  to  it  Practical  share  in  the  Polish 
Election  (after  that  preliminary  theoretic  program  of 
the  Kaiser's  and  Czarina's  went  to  smoke)  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  steadily  refused  to  take;  though  considerable 
offers  were  made  him  on  both  sides,  —  offer  of  West 
Preussen  (Polish  part  of  Prussia,  which  once  was  known 
to  us)  on  the  French  side.**  But  his  primary  fixed  re- 
solution was  to  stand  out  of  the  quarrel:  and  he  abides 
by  that;  suppresses  any  wishes  of  his  own  in  regard 
to  the  Polish  Election;  —  keeps  ward  on  his  own 
frontiers,  with  good  military  besom  in  hand,  to  sweep 
it  out  again  if  it  intruded  there.  "What  King  you 
like,  in  God's  name;  only  don't  come  over  my  threshold 
with  his  brabbles  and  him!" 

But  seeing  the  Kaiser  got  into  actual  French  War, 
with  the  Keich  consenting,  he  is  bound,  by  Treaty  of 
old  date  (date  older  than  Wusterhausen^  though  it  was 
confirmed  on  that  famous  occasion),  "To  assist  the 
Kaiser  with  ten  thousand  men;"  and  this  engagement 
he  intends  amply  to  ftilfil.  No  sooner,  therefore,  had 
the  Keich  given  sure  signs  of  assenting  ("Reich's  assent" 

*  Leopoldi  von  Anhalt''Des8auLeben  (by  BanfTt),  p.  127 ;  Buchholz,  1. 131. 
**  By  De  la  Ch^tardie,  French  Ambassador  at  Berlin  (Buchholz,  1. 180>» 
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is  the  condition  of  the  ten  thonsand),  than  Friedrich 
Wilhehn's  orders  were  out,  "Be  in  readiness!"  Fried- 
rich  Wilhehn,  by  the  time  of  the  Reich's  actual  assent, 
or  Declaration  of  War  on  the  Kaiser's  behalf,  has  but 
to  lift  his  finger :  squadrons  and  battalions,  out  of  Pom- 
mem,  out  of  Magdeburg,  out  of  Preussen,  to  the  due 
amount,  will  get  on  march  whitherward  you  bid,  and 
be  with  you  there  at  the  day  you  indicate,  almost  at 
the  hour.  Captains,  not  of  an  imaginary  nature,  these 
are  always  busy;  and  the  King  himself  is  busy  over 
them.  From  big  guns  and  wagon-horses  down  to  gun- 
flints  and  gaiter-straps,  all  is  marked  in  registers; 
nothing  is  wanting,  nothing  out  of  its  place  at  any 
time,  in  Friedi'ich  Wilhelm's  Army. 

From  an  early  period,  the  French  intentions  upon 
Philipsburg  might  be  foreseen  or  guessed:  and  in  the 
end  of  March,  Mar^chal  Berwick,  "in  three  divisions," 
fairly  appears  in  that  quarter;  his  purpose  evident.  So 
that  the  Reichs-Army,  were  it  in  the  least  ready,  ought 
to  rendezvous,  and  reinforce  the  handful  of  Austrians 
there.  Friedrich  Wilhehn's  part  of  the  Reichs-Army 
does  accordingly  straightway  get  on  march;  leaves 
Berlin,  after  the  due  reviewing,  "8th  April:"*  eight 
regiments  of  it,  three  of  Horse  and  five  of  Foot,  Golta 
Foot-regiment  one  of  them;  —  a  General  Roder,  unex- 
ceptionable General,  to  command  in  chief;  —  and  Tirill 
arrive,  though  the  farthest  off,  "first  of  all  the  ReicVs 
Contingents;"  7th  of  June,  namely.  The  march,  straigibt 
south,  must  be  some  four  hundred  miles. 

■    *  FassmanUf  p.  496. 
Carlyle.  Frederic  the  GreaU  V,  ^ 
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Besides  the  Official  G^i^als,  certain  high  military 
dignitaries,  Schulenburg,  Bredow,  Majesty  himself  at 
their  head,  propose  to  go  as  volunteers;  —  especially 
the  Orown- Prince,  whose  eagerness  is  very  great,  has 
got  liberty  to  go.  "As  volunteer"  he  too:  as  Colonel 
of  Goltz,  it  might  have  had  its  unsuitabilities,  in  eti- 
quette and  otherwise.  Few  volunteers  are  more  in- 
terested than  the  Crown-Prince.  Watching  the  great 
War-theatre  uncurtain  itself  in  this  manner,  from  Dantzig 
down  to  Naples;  and  what  his  own  share  in  it  shall  be: 
this,  much  more  than  his  Marriage,  I  suppose,  has  oc- 
cupied his  thoughts  since  that  event.  Here  out  of  Ruppin, 
dating  six  or  seven  weeks  before  the  march  of  the  Ten 
Thousand,  is  a  small  sign,  one  among  many,  of  his 
outlooks  in  this  matter.  Small  Note  to  his  Cousin, 
MargrafHeinrich,  —  the  ill-behaved  Margraf,  much  his 
comrade,  who  is  always  falling  into  scrapes;  and  whom 
he  has  just,  not  without  difficulty,  got  delivered  out  of 
something  of  the  kind.*  He  writes  in  German,  and  in 
the  intimate  style  of  Thou: 

^^Ruppiriy  2Sd February  1734.  My  dear  Brother,  —  I  can 
"with  pleasure  answer  that  the  King  has  spoken  of  thee  alto- 
"gether  favourably  to  me"  (scrape  now  abolished,  for  the 
time):  —  "and  I  think  it  would  not  have  an  ill  effect,  wert 
"  thou  to  apply  for  leave  to  go  with  the  Ten  Thousand  whom 
"he  is  sending  to  the  Rhine ,  and  do  the  Campaign  with  them 
"as  volunteer.  I  am  myself  going  with  that  Corps ;  so  I  doubt 
**  not  the  King  would  allow  thee. 

*  (Emres  de  Pridiric,  zxvii.  part  2d,  pp.  8,  9. 
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"I  take  the  freedom *to  send  herewith  a  few  bottles  of 
^^  Champagne ;  and  wish  "  all  manner  of  good  things. 

"Fbiderich."* 

This  Margraf  Heinrich  goes;  also  his  elder  Brother, 
Maxgraf  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  —  who  long  persecuted 
Wilhelmiila  with  his  hopes;  and  who  is  now  about 
getting  Sophie  Dorothea,  a  junior  Princess,  much  better 
than  he  merits:  Betrothal  is  the  week  after  these  Ten 
Thousand  march;**  he  thirty,  she  fifteen.  He  too  will 
go ;  as  will  the  other  pair  of  Cousin  Margraves,  —  Karl, 
who  was  once  our  neighbour  in  Ctlstrin;  and  the  Younger 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  whose  fate  lies  at  Prag  if  he  knew 
it.  Majesty  himself  will  go  as  volunteer.  Are  not  great 
things  to  be  done,  with  Eugene  for  General?  —  To 
understand  the  insignificant  Siege  of  Philipsburg,  sum- 
total  of  the  Bhine  Campaign,  which  filled  the  Crown- 
Prince's  and  so  many  other  minds  brimful,  that  Sum- 
mer, and  is  now  wholly  out  of  every  mind,  the  follow- 
ing Excerpt  may  be  admissible: 

"The  unlucky  little  Town  of  Philipsburg,  key  of  the 
"Rhine  in  that  quarter,  fortified  under  difficulties  by  old  Bi- 
"  shops  of  Speyer,  who  sometimes  resided  there,***  has  been 
"dismantled  and  refortified,  has  had  its  Bhine-bridge  torn 
''down  and  set  up  again ;  been  garrisoned  now  by  this  party, 
"  now  by  that ,  '  having  right  of  garrison  there ;  *  nay  France 
"has  sometimes  had  'the  right  of  garrison;'  — and  the  poor 
"little  Town  has  sufPered  much,  and  been  tumbled  sadly 

*  CEuvres  deFridiric,  zxtII.  part  2d,  p.  10. 
••  16th  April  1784  (lb.  part  Ist,  p.  14  a). 
«•«  ESbler:  MUmbelmtigmgen,  yi.  169. 
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"about  in  the  SucceBsion-Wanirittd  perpetual  controyersies 
'^  between  France  and  Germany  in  that  quarter.  In  the  time 
"we  are  speaking  of,  it  has  a  *  flying-bridge*  (ofl  know  not 
"what  structure),  with  fortified  *  bridge-head  (tite-de-pont)*, 
"on  the  western  or  France- ward  aide  of  the  Biver.  Town's 
"Bulwarks,  and  complex  engineering  defences,  are  of  good 
"strength,  all  put  in  repair  for  this  occasion:  BeilSi  and  Kai- 
"ser  haye  an  effectiye  garrison  there,  and  a  commandant 
"determined  on  defence  to  the  uttermost:  —  what  the  un- 
" fortunate  Inhabitants,  perhaps  a  thousand  or  so  in  number, 
"thought  or  did  under  such  a  visitation  of  ruin  and  bomb- 
"shells,  History  giyes  not  the  least  hint  anywhere.  'Quite 
"used  to  it!*  thinks  History,  and  attends  to  other  points. 

"  The  Rhine  Valley  here  is  not  of  great  breadth :  eastward 
"the  heights  rise  to  be  mountainous  in  not  many  miles.  By 
"way  of  defence  to  this  Valley,  in  the  Eugene-Marlborough 
"Wars,  there  was,  about  forty  miles  southward,  or  higher 
"up  the  Hiyer  thanPhilipsburg,  a  military  line  or  chain  of 
"posts ;  going  from  Stollhofen ,  a  boggy  hamlet  on  the  Ehine, 
"with  cunning  indentations,  and  learned  concatenation  of  bog 
"and  bluff,  up  into  the  inaccessibilities,  —  Lines  of  Stollhofen, 
"the  name  of  it, — which  well-deyised  barrier  did  good  service 
"for  certain  years.  It  was  not  till,  I  think,  the  fourth  year 
"of  their  existence,  year  1707,  thatVillars,  the  same  ViUars 
"  who  is  now  in  Italy, '  stormed  the  Lines  of  Stollhofen;  *  which 
"made  him  famous  that  year. 

"The  Lines  of  Stollhofen  have  now,  in  1734,  fallen  flat 
"again-,  but  Eugene  remembers  them,  and,  I  could  guess, 
"it  was  he  who  suggests  a  similar  expedient.  At  all  events, 
"there  is  a  similar  expedient  fallen  upon;  Lines  of  Eulingeu 
"this  time;  one  half  nearer  Philipsburg;  running  from  Miihl- 
"burg  on  the  Rhine -brink  up  to  Ettlingen  in  the  Hills.* 
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^'  Nearer,  by  twenty  miles ;  and ,  I  guess ,  much  more  slightly 
''done.  We  shall  see  these  Lines  ofEttlingen,  one  point  of 
"them,  for  a  moment:  —  and  they  would  not  be  worth  men- 
"tioning  at  all,  except  that  in  careless  Books  they  too  are 
"  called  Lines  of  StoUhofen ,  *  and  the  ingenuous  reader  is  sent 
"  wandering  on  his  map  to  no  purpose." 

"Lines  of  Ettlingen*^ i^ey  are;  related,  as  now  said, 
to  the,  StoUhofen  set  Duke  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick- 
Bevem,  one  of  the  Four  Feldmarschalls,  has  some  in- 
effectual handful  of  Lnporial  troops  dotted  about,  within 
these  Lines  and  on  the  skirts  of  Philipsburg;  —  eagerly 
waiting  till  the  Keichs-Army  gather  to  him;  otherwise 
he  must  come  to  nothing.  Will  at  any  rate,  I  should 
think,  be  happy  to  resign  in  favour  of  Prince  Eugene, 
were  that  little  hero  once  on  the  ground. 

On  Mayday,  Mardchal  Berwick,  who  has  been 
awake  in  this  quarter,  "in  three- divisions,"  for  a  month 
past,  —  very  impatient  till  Belleisle  with  the  first  divi- 
sion should  have  taken  Trarbach,  and  made  the  Western 
interior  parts  secure,  —  did  actually  cross  the  Ehine, 
with  his  second  division,  "at  Fort  Louis,"  well  up  the 
Eiver,  well  south  of  Philipsburg;  intending  to  attack 
the  Lines  of  Ettlingen,  and  so  get  in  upon  the  Town. 
There  is  a  third  division,  about  to  lay  pontoons  for  it- 
self a  good  way  farther  down,  which  shall  attack  the 
Lines  simultaneously  from  within,  —  that  is  to  say, 
shall  come  upon  the  hack  of  poor  Bevem  and  his  de- 

*  Wilhelmina  (ii.  S06),  for  instance;  who,  or  whose  Printer,  oalte  tbma 
"Lines  ofStokoff'*  even* 
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fensive  handM  of  troops,  and  astonish  bim  there.  All 
prospers  to  Berwick  in  this  matter:  Noailles  his  lieute- 
nant (not  yet  gone  to  Italy  till  next  year),  with  whom 
is  Maurice  Comte  de  Saxe  (afterwards  Mardchal  de  Saxe), 
an  excellent  observant  Officer,  marches  up  toEttlingen, 
May  3d;  bivouacks  "at  the  base  of  the  mountain"  (no 
great  things  of  a  mountain);  ascends  the  same  in  two 
columns,  horse  and  foot,  by  the  first  sunlight  next  morn- 
ing; forms  on  a  little  plain  on  the  top;  issues  through 
a  thin  wood,  —  and  actually  beholds  those  same  Lines 
of  Ettlingen^  the  outmost  eastern  end  of  them:  a  some- 
what inconsiderable  matter  after  all!  Here  is  Noailles^s 
own  account: 

''These  retrenchments,  made  in  Turk  fashion,  consisted 
**  of  big  trees  set  zigzag  (en  ichequier) ,  twisted  together  by  the 
''branches;  the  whole  about  fire  fathoms  thick.  Inside  of  it 
"were  a  small  forlorn  of  Austrians:  these  steadily  await  our 
"grenadiers,  and  do  not  give  their  volley  tiU  we  are  close. 
"Our  grenadiers  receive  their  volley;  clear  the  intertwisted 
"trees ,  after  receiving  a  second  volley  (total  loss  seventy-five 
"killed  and  wounded);  and  —  the  enemy  quits  his  post;  and 
' '  the  Lines  of  Ettlingen  are  stormed !  *  This  is  not  like  storm- 
"  ing  the  Lines  of  Stollhofen ;  a  thing  to  make  Noailles  famous 
"in  the  Newspapers  for  a  year.  But  it  was  a  useful  small 
"  feat ,  and  well  enough  performed  on  his  part.  The  truth  is, 
"Berwick  was  about  attacking  the  Lines  simultaneously  on 
"the  other  or  Miihlburg  end  of  them  (had  not  Noailles,  now 
"  victorious ,  galloped  to  forbid) ;  and  what  was  far  more  con- 
"siderable,  those  other  French,  to  the  northward,  'upon 

«  NoaUlei,  M^moires  (in  Petitot*8  CoUeotion),  iii.  307. 
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"pontoons/  are  fairly  across;  like  to  be  upon  the  back  of 
"Duke  Ferdinand  and  his  handful  of  defenders.  Duke  Fer- 
"  dinand  perceives  that  he  is  come  to  nothing;  hastily  collects 
"his  people  from  their  various  posts;  retreats  with  them  that 
"same  night,  unpursued,  to  Heilbronn;  and  gives  up  the 
"command  to  Prince  Eugene,  who  is  just  arrived  there, — 
"  who  took  quietly  two  pinches  of  snuff  on  hearing  this  news  of 
*  *  Ettlingen ,  and  said ,  *  No  matter ,  after  all ! ' " 

Berwick  now  forms  the  Siege,  at  his  discretion;  in- 
vests Philipsburg,  13th  May;*  begins  firing,  night  of 
the  3d-4th  June;  —  Eugene  waiting  at  Heilbronn  till 
the  Eeichs- Army  come  up.  The  Prussian  Ten  Thousand 
do  come,  all  in  order,  on  the  7th;  the  rest  by  degrees, 
all  later,  and  all  not  quite  in  order.  Eugene,  the  Prus- 
sians having  joined  him,  moves  down  towards  Philips- 
burg and  its  cannonading;  encamps,  close  to  rearward 
of  the  besieging  French.  "Camp  of  Wiesenthal"  they 
call  it;  Village  of  Wiesenthal  with  bogs,  on  the  left, 
being  his  head-quarters;  Village  of  Waghausel,  down 
near  theEiver,  a  two-miles  distance,  being  his  limit  on 
the  right.  Berwick,  in  front,  industriously  battering 
Philipsburg  into  the  River,  has  thrown  up  strong  lines 
behind  him,  strongly  manned,  to  defend  himself  from 
Eugene;  across  the  River,  Berwick  has  one  Bridge,  and 
at  the  farther  end  one  battery  with  which  he  plays  upon 
the  rear  of  Philipsbui^.  He  is  much  criticised  by  un- 
occupied people,  "Eugene's  attack  will  ruin  us  on 
those  terms ! "  —  and  much  incommoded  by  overflowings 
of  the  Rhine;  Rhine  swoln  by  melting  of  the  mountain- 

*  Berwick ,  ii.  812;  28d ,  says  Noallles's  Bditor  (lil.  ^IQ\. 
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snows,  as  is  nsual  there.  Wliich  inundations  Berwick 
had  well  foreseen,  though  the  War-minister  at  Paris 
would  not:  "Haste?''  answered  the  War-minister  always* 
"We  shall  be  in  right  time.  I  tell  you  there  have 
fallen  no  snows  this  winter:  how  can  inundation  be?"  — 
"Depends  on  the  heat,"  said  Berwick;  "ther^  are  snows 
enough  always  in  stock  up  there!" 

And  so  it  proves,  though  the  War -minister  would 
not  believe;  and  Berwick  has  to  take  the  inundations, 
and  to  take  the  circumstances;  —  and  to  try  if,  by  his 
own  continual  best  exertions,  he  can  but  get  Philips- 
burg  into  the  bargain.  On  the  12th  of  June,  visiting 
his  posts,  as  he  daily  does,  the  first  thing,  Berwick 
stept  out  of  the  trenches,  anxious  for  clear  view  of 
something;  stept  upon  "the  crest  of  the  sap,"  a  place 
exposed  to  both  French  and  Austrian  batteries,  and 
which  had  been  forbidden  to  the  soldiers,  —  and  there, 
as  he  anxiously  scanned  matters  through  his  glass,  a 
cannon-ball,  imknown  whether  French  or  Austrian, 
shivered  away  the  head  of  Berwick;  left  others  to  deal 
with  the  criticisms,  and  the  inundations,  and  the  opera- 
tions big  or  littie,  at  Philipsburg  and  elsewhere!  Siege 
went  on,  better  or  worse,  under  the  next  in  command; 
"Paris  in  great  anxiety,"  say  the  Books. 

It  is  a  hot  siege,  a  stiff  defence;  Prince  Eugene 
looks  on,  but  does  not  attack  in  the  way  apprehended. 
Southward  in  Italy,  we  hear  tiiere  is  marching,  stra- 
tegying  in  the  Parma  Country;  Count  von  Mercy  likely 
to  come  to  an  action  before  long.  Northward ,  Dantzig 
by  this  time  is  aU  wrapt  in  fire^whirlwinds;  its  sall3dngs 
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and  outer  defences  all  driven  in;  mere  torrents  of  Rus- 
sian bombs  raining  on  it  day  and  night;  French  auxi- 
liaries, snapt  up  at  landing,  are  on  board  Russian  ships; 
and  poor  Stanislaus  and  "the  Lady  of  Quality  who  shot 
the  first  gun"  have  a  bad  outlook  there.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  month,  the  Berlin  volunteer  Generals,  our 
Crown -Prince  and  his  Margraves  among  them,  are 
getting  on  the  road  for  Philipsburg, —  and  that  is  pro- 
perly the  one  point  we  are  concerned  with.  Which 
took  effect  in  manner  following. 

Tuesday  evening  29th  June,  there  is  Ball  at  Mon- 
bijou;  the  Crown-Prince  and  others  busy  dancing  there, 
as  if  nothing  special  lay  ahead.  Nevertheless,  at  three 
in  the  morning,  he  has  changed  his  ball-di^^ss  for  a 
better,  he  and  certain  more;  and  is  rushing  southward, 
with  his  volunteer  Grenerals  and  Margraves,  full  speed, 
saluted  by  the  rising  sun,  towards  Philipsburg  and  the 
Seat  of  War.  And  the  same  night,  King  Stanislaus,  if 
any  of  us  cared  for  him,  is  on  flight  £rom  Dant2dg, 
^'disguised  as  a  cattle-dealer;"  got  out  on  the  night  of 
Sunday  last,  Town  under  such  a  rain  of  bombshells 
being  palpably  too  hot  for  him;  got  out,  but  cannot  get 
across  the  muddy  intricacies  of  the  Weichisel;  lies  pain- 
fully squatted  up  and  down,  in  obscure  alehouses,  in 
that  Stygian  Mud -Delta,  —  a  matter  of  life  and  death 
to  get  across,  and  not  a  boat  to  be  had,  such  the  vi- 
gilance of  the  Russian.  Dantaig  is  capitolsting,  dread- 
M  penalties  exacted,  all  the  heavier  as  no  Stanislaus 
is  to  be  found  in  it;    and  search,  all  the  keener^  nsMi 
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in  the  Delta  after  him.  Through  perils  and  adventures 
of  the  sort  usual  on  such  occasions,^  Stanislaus  does 
get  across*,  and  in  time  does  reach Preussen ;  where,  by 
Friedrich  Wilhelm's  order,  safe  opulfent  asylum  is  afPorded 
him,  till  the  Fates  (when  this  War  ends)  determine 
what  is  to  become  of  the  poor  Imaginary  Majesty.  We 
leave  him,  squatted  in  the  intricacies  of  the  Mud-Delta, 
to  follow  our  Crown -Prince,  who  in  the  same  hour  is 
rushing  far  elsewhither. 

Margraves,  Generals  and  he,  in  their  small  string 
of  carriages,  go  on,  by  extra-post,  day  and  night;  no 
rest  till  they  get  to  Hof ,  in  the  Culmbach  neighbour- 
hood, a  good  two  hundred  miles  off,  —  near  Wilhelmina, 
and  more  than  half-way  to  Philipsburg.  Majesty  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  is  himself  to  follow  in  about  a  week:  be 
has  given  strict  order  against  waste  of  time:  "Not  to 
part  company;  go  together,  and  not  by  Anspaeb  or 
Baireuth,"  —  though  they  lie  almost  straight  for  you. 

This  latter  was  a  sore  clause  to  Friedrich,  who  had 
counted  all  along  on  seeing  his  dear  faithftil  Wilhelmina, 
as  he  passed:  therefore,  as  the  Papa's  Orders,  dangerous 
penalty  lying  in  them,  cannot  be  literally  disobeyed, 
the  question  rises.  How  see  Wilhelmina  and  not  Bai- 
reuth? Wilhelmina,  weak  as  she  is  and  unfit  for  tra- 
velling, will  have  to  meet  him  in  some  neutral  place, 
suitablest  for  both.  After  various  shiftings,  it  has  been 
settled  between  them  thatBemeck,  a  little  Town  twelve 
miles  from  Baireuth  on  the  Hof  road,  will  do;  and  that 

*  Credible  modest  detail  of  them,  in  a  Letter  from  Stanislaas  Mmself 
(JBistoryofStanislatte,  already  cited :  pp.  235-248). 
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Friday,  probably  early,  will  be  the  day.  Wilhelmina 
accordingly,  is  on  the  road  that  morning,  early  enough; 
Husband  with  her,  and  ceremonial  attendants,  in  honour 
of  such  a  Brother:  morning  is  of  sultry  windless  sort; 
day  hotter  and  hotter;  —  at  Bemeck  is  no  Crown- 
Prince,  in  the  House  appointed  for  him;  hour  after 
hour,  Wilhelmina  waits  there  in  vain.  The  truth  is, 
one  of  the  smallest  accidents  has  happened:  the  Ge- 
nerals "lost  a  wheel  at  Gera  yesterday;"  were  left 
behind  there  with  their  smiths,  have  not  yet  appeared; 
and  the  insoluble  question  among  Friedrich  and  the 
Margraves  is,  "We  dare  not  go  on  without  them,  then? 
We  dare;  —  dare  we?"  Question  like  to  drive  Fried- 
rich  mad,  while  the  hours,  at  any  rate,  are  slipping 
on!  Here  are  Three  Letters  of  Friedrich,  legible  at 
last;  which,  with  Wilhelmina's  account  from  the  other 
side,  represent  a  small  entirely  human  scene  in  this 
French-Austrian  War,  —  nearly  all  of  human  we  have 
found  in  the  beggarly  affair: 

1.  To  Princess  Wilhelmina^  at  Baireuth,  or  on  the  Road  to 

Bemech. 

"Hof ,  2d  July"  (not  long  after  4  a.m.)  "1784." 

"My  dear  Sister,  —  Here  am  I  within  six  leagues"  (say 
eight  or  more,  twenty-five  miles  English)  "of  a  Sister  whom 
*' I  love;  and  I  have  to  decide  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  see 
**her  after  all!"  —  Does  decide  so  accordingly,  for  reasons 
known  to  us. 

"  I  have  never  so  lamented  the  misfortune  of  not  depending 
*'  on  myself  as  at  this  moment !  The  £jng  being  but  very  sour- 
" sweet  on  my  score,  I  dare  not  risk  the  least  tbi\i^\  "^wAjk^ 
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<<  come  a  week,  when  he  arriyes  himself,  I  should  have  a  prett 
'^  scene  (sercas  JoUment  traiif)  in  the  Camp,  if  I  were  fotandt 
*'  have  disohejed  orders  1 

«  «  « xhe  Queen  commands  me  to  giro  yon  a  thousau 
''regards  from  her.  She  appeared  much  affected  at  your  il 
^'ness;  but  for  the  rest,  I  could  not  warrant  you  how  since: 
*'it  was;  for  she  is  totally  changed,  and  I  have  quite  lo 
'*  reckoning  of  her  (n^y  connais  rien).  That  goes  so  far  that  si 
''has  done  me  hurt  with  the  King,  all  she  could;  howevc 
''that  is  oyer  now*  As  to  Sophie"  O^oung  Sister  just  betroth^ 
to  the  eldest  Margraf  whom  you  know) ,  "  she  also  is  no  long 
"  the  same^  for  she  approves  all  that  the  Queen  says  or  doc 
"and  she  is  charmed  with  her  big  clown  (gros  nigaud)  oi 
"Bridegroom. 

"  The  King  is  more  difficult  than  ever:  he  is  content  wj 
"nothing,  so  as  to  hate  lost  whatsoever  could  be  call 
"gratitude  for  all  pleasures  one  can  do  him,"  — marryi 
against  one's  will ,  and  the  like.  "As  to  his  health ,  it  is  c 
"day  better,  another  worse;  but  the  legs,  they  are  alwj 
"swelled.  Judge  what  my  joy  must  be  to  get  out  of  tl 
"  turpitude,  —  for  the  King  will  only  stay  a  fortnight,  at  mc 
"in  the  Camp. 

"Adieu,  my  adorable  Sister:  I  am  so  tired,  I  cannot  si 
"having  left  on  Tuesday  night,  or  rather  Wednesday  mo 
"ing  at  three  o'clock,  from  a  Ball  atMonbijou,  and  arrii 
"  here  thisFriday  morning  at  four.  I  recommend  myself  to  y 
"gracious  remembrance ;  and  am ,  for  my  own  part ,  till  des 
"  dearest  Sister , "  —  Your  —  "  Fbibdbigh."  * 

This  is  Letter  First;  written,  Friday  morning, 
the  edge  of  getting  into  bed,  after  such  fatigue;    anc 
has,  as  natural  in  that  mood,  given  up  the  mattei 

•  CBiiWM  dB  Fridirio,  xxvll.  part  Ist,  p.  is. 
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despair.  It  did  not  meet  Wilhelmina  on  the  road;  and 
she  had  left  Bairenth;  —  where  it  met  her,  I  do  not 
know;  probably  at  home,  on  her  retom,  when  all  was 
over.  Let  Wilhelmina  now  speak  her  own  lively  ex- 
periences, of  that  same  Friday: 

"I  got  to  Berneck  at  ten.  The  heat  was  excessive ;  I  foimd 
"  myself  quite  worn  out  with  the  little  journey  1  had  done.  I 
"  alighted  at  the  House  which  had  been  got  ready  for  my 
"Brother.  We  waited  for  him,  and  in  vain  waited,  till 
"three  in  the  afternoon.  At  three  we  lost  patience;  had 
"  dinner  served  without  him.  Whilst  we  were  at  table ,  there 
"  came  on  a  frightful  thunderstorm.  I  have  witnessed  nothing 
"so  terrible:  the  thimder  roared  and  reverberated  among 
"the  rocky  cliffs  which  begirdle  Berneck;  and  it  seemed  as  i£ 
"the  world  was  going  to  perish:  a  deluge  of  rain  succeeded 
"  the  thunder. 

"  It  was  four  o'clock ;  and  I  could  not  understand  what  had 
"become  of  my  Brother.  I  had  sent  out  several  persons  on 
"horseback  to  get  tidings  of  him,  and  none  of  them  came 
*  *  back.  At  length ,  in  spite  of  all  my  prayers ,  the  Hereditary 
"Prince"  (my  excellent  Husband)  "himself  would  go  in 
^^  search.  I  remained  waiting  till  nine  at  night ,  and  nobody 
"returned.  I  was  in  cruel  agitations:  these  cataracts  of 
"rain  are  very  dangerous  in  the  mountain  countries;  the 
"  roads  get  suddenly  overflowed ,  and  there  often  happen  mis- 
" fortunes.  I  thought,  for  certain,  there  had  one  happened 
"to  my  Brother  or  to  the  Hereditary  Prince,"  Such  a  2d  of 
July  to  poor  Wilhelmina ! 

"At  last,  about  nine,  somebody  brought  word  that  my 
"  Brother  had  changed  his  route ,  and  was  gone  to  -Culmbadi*' 
(a  House  of  ours ,  lying  westward ,  known  to  readers)  \  "  ^3b«R% 
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"to  stay  over  night.  I  was  for  setting  out  thither,  —  Cuhn- 
"bach  is  twenty  miles  from  Bemeck;  but  the  roads  are  fright- 
"fdl,"  White  Majn,  still  a  young  Eiver ,  dashing  through  the 
rock-labyrinths  there ,  "and  full  of  precipices :  —  every  body 
"rose  in  opposition;  and,  whether  I  would  or  not,  iheyput 
"me  into  the  carriage  for  Himmelkron"  (partly  on  the  road 
thither) ,  "  which  is  only  about  ten  miles  off.  We  had  like  to 
"hare  got  drowned  on  the  road;  the  waters  were  so  swoln" 
(White  Mayn  and  its  angry  brooks),  "the  horses  could  not 
"  cross  but  by  swimming. 

"I  arriyed  at  last,  about  one  in  the  morning.  I  instantly 
"threw  myself  on  a  bed.  I  was  like  to  die  with  weariness; 
"and  in  mortal  terrors  that  something  had  happened  to  my 
"  Brother  or  the  Hereditary  Prince.  This  latter  relieved  me 
"on  his  own  score;  he  arrived  at  last,  about  four  o'clock,  — 
had  still  no  news  farther  of  my  Brother.  I  was  beginning  to 
doze  a  little ,  when  they  came  to  warn  me  that '  M.  von  Kno- 
"  belsdorf  wished  to  speak  with  me  from  the  Prince  RoyaL'  I 
"darted  out  of  bed,  and  ran  to  him.  He,**  handing  me  a 
Letter ,  *  *  brought  word  that "  — 

But  let  us  now  give  Letter  Second,  which  has 
turned  up  lately,  and  which  curiously  completes  the 
picture  here.  Friedrich,  on  rising  refreshed  with  sleep 
at  Hof,  had  taken  a  cheerfiiller  view;  and  the  Grenerals 
still  lagging  rearward,  he  thinks  it  possible  to  see 
Wilhelmina  after  alL  Possible;  and  yet  so  very 
dangerous,  —  perhaps  not  possible?  Here  is  a  second 
Letter  written  from  Mtinchberg,  some  fifteen  miles 
farther  on,  at  an  after  period  of  the  same  Friday: 
purport  still  of  a  perplexed  nature,  "I  wiU,  and  I  dare 
not;"  —  practical  outcome,  of  itself  uncertain     is  scat- 
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tered  now  by  torrents  and  thnnderstorms.  This  is  the 
Letter,  which  Knobelsdorf  now  hands  to  Wilhelmina 
at  that  untimely  hour  of  Saturday: 

2.  To  Princess  Wilhelmina  (by  Knobelsdorf). 

"MUnchbcrg,  2d  July  1734. 

"  My  dearest  Sister, — I  am  in  despair  that  I  cannot  satisfy 
*  *my  impatience  and  my  duty,  —  to  throw  myself  at  your  feet 
<^  this  day.  But  alas ,  dear  Sister ,  it  does  not  depend  on  me : 
**we  poor  Princes,"  the  Margraves  and  I,  "are  obliged  to 
"  wait  here  till  our  Generals"  (Bredow,  Schulenburg  and  Com- 
pany) "  come  up ;  we  dare  not  go  along  without  them.  They 
"broke  a  wheel  in  Gera  "  (fifty  miles  behind  us)  5  "hearing  no- 
"  thing  of  them  since ,  we  are  absolutely  forced  to  wait  here, 
"  Judge  in  what  a  mood  I  am ,  and  what  sorrow  must  be  mine  I 
"  Express  order  not  to  go  by  Baireuth  or  Anspach :  —  forbear, 
"  dear  Sister,  to  torment  me  on  things  not  depending  on  my- 
"selfataU! 

"I  waver  between  hope  and  fear  of  paying  my  court  to 
"  you.  I  hope  it  might  still  be  at  Berneck ,"  this  evening ,  — 
"if  you  could  contrive  a  road  into  the  Niimberg  Highway 
"again;  avoiding  Baireuth:  othenvise  I  dare  not  go.  The 
"Bearer,  who  is  Captain  Knobelsdorf"  (excellent  judicious 
man,  old  acquaintance  from  the  Custrin  time,  who  attends 
upon  us,  actual  Captain  once ,  but  now  titular  merely,  given 
to  architecture  and  the  fine  arts  *) ,  "  will  apprise  you  of  every 
"particular:  let  ELnobelsdorf  settle  something  tiiat  may  be 
"possible.  This  is  how  I  stand  at  present;  and  instead  of 
"having  to  expect  some  favour  from  the  King"  (after  what  I 

*  Seyfarth  (Anonymous):  Lehens-und  BegierungB'Getchichte  Prieifidbi 
des  Andern  (Leipzig ,  1786) ,  ii.  200.  CEuvres  de  Fridiric ,  yIU  Z3,  PrenMt 
Friedrich  mil  ieinen  Verwandlen  (Berlin,  1888);  pp.  8, 11. 
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have  done  by  his  order),  ^^  I  get  nothing  but  chagrin.  But  what 
^'is  crueller  upon  me  than  all,  is  that  you  are  ill.  God,  in 
'^his  grace,  be  pleased  to  help  yOu,  and  restore  the  pre^ 
"cious  health  which  I  so  much  wish  you  1"  *  * 

"Frebsdrich."* 

Judicious  Knobelsdorf  settles  that  the  meeting  is  to 
be  this  very  morning  at  eight;  Wilhelmina  (whose 
memory  a  little  fails  her  in  the  insignificant  points) 
does  not  tell  us  where:  but,  by  faint  indications,  I 
perceive  it  was  in  the  Lake-House,  pleasant  Pavilion 
in  the  ancient  artificial  Lake,  or  big  ornamental  Fish- 
pond, called  Brandenburger  Weiher^  a  couple  of  miles 
to  the  north  of  Baireuth:  there  Friedrich  is  to  stop,  — 
keeping  the  Paternal  Order  from  the  teeth  outwards,  in 
this  manner.  Eight  o^clock:  so  that  Wilhelmina  is 
obliged  at  once  to  get  upon  the  road  again,  —  poor 
Princess,  after  such  a  day  and  night.  Her  description 
of  the  interview  is  very  good: 

"My  Brother  overwhelmed  me  with  caresses;  but  found 
"me  in  so  pitiable  a  state,  he  could  not  restrain  his  tears.  I 
"  was  not  able  to  stand  on  my  limbs ;  and  felt  like  to  faint 
"every  moment,  so  weak  was  I.  He  told  me  the  King  was 
"much  angered  at  the  Margraf"  (my  Father -in -Law)  "for 
"not  letting  his  Son  make  the  Campaign,"  —  concerning 
which  point,  said  Son,  my  Husband,  being  Heir- Apparent, 
there  had  been  much  arguing  in  Court  and  Country,  here  at 
Baireuth ,  and  endless  anxiety  on  my  poor  part ,  lest  he  should 
get  killed  m  the  Wars.  "I told  him  all  the  Margraf  s  reasons ; 

*  (Euvres  de  FHddric,  xxyli.  part  Isti  p.  15. 
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"and  added,  that  surely  they  were  good,  in  respect  of  my 
"  dear  Husband.  *  Well ,'  said  he, '  let  him  quit  soldiering  then, 
"  *  and  give  back  his  regiment  to  the  King.  But  for  the  rest, 
"*  quiet  yourself  as  to  the  fears  you  may  have  about  him  if  he 
"  *  do  go ;  for  I  know ,  by  certain  information ,  that  there  will 
"  *  be  no  blood  spilt.'  —  *  They  are  at  the  Siege  of  Philipsburg, 

*  * '  however.*  —  *  Yes ,'  said  my  Brother ;  *  but  there  will  not  be 
"  *  a  Battle  risked  to  hinder  it.' " 

"  The  Hereditary  Prince ,"  my  Husband,  "came  in  while 
"we  were  talking  so;  and  earnestly  entreated  my  Brother  to 
"  get  him  away  from  Baireuth.  They  went  to  a  window,  and 
"talked  a  long  time  together.  In  the  end,  my  Brother  told 
"me  he  would  write  a  very  obliging  Letter  to  the  Margraf, 
"  and  give  him  such  reasons  in  favour  of  the  Campaign ,  that 
"  he  doubted  not  it  would  turn  the  scale.  *  We  will  stay  to- 
"*gether,'  said  he,  addressing  the  Hereditary  Prince;  *and 
"  *  I  shall  be  charmed  to  have  my  dear  Brother  always  beside 
**  *  me.'  He  wrote  the  Letter;  gave  it  to  Baron  Stein"  (Chamber- 
lain or  Goldstick  of  ours) ,  "  to  deliver  to  the  Margraf .  He 
"promised  to  obtain  the  King's  express  leave  to  stop  at  Bai- 

*  *  reuth  on  his  return ;  —  after  which  he  went  away.  It  was  the 
"  last  time  I  saw  him  on  the  old  footing  with  me :  he  has  much 
"changed  since  then!  —  We  returned  to  Baireuth;  where  I 
"  was  so  ill  that,  for  three  days,  they  did  not  think  I  should 
"get  over  it."* 

Crown-Prince  dashes  ofiP,  sonthwestward,  throtigli 
cross  country,  into  the  Ntlmberg  Bead  again;  gets  to 
Ntimberg  that  same  Saturday  night;  and  there,  among 
other  Letters,  writes  the  following;  which  will  wind  up 
this  little  Incident  for  us,  still  in  a  human  manner: 

*  Wilhelmina,  li.  800-202. 
Carlijln,  Frederic  the  Great.    V,  ^ 
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3.  To  Princess  Wilhelmma  J  at  Bmreuth, 

**Nfirnberg,  8d  July  1784. 

"My  dearest  (tres-chere)  Sister,  —  It  would  be  impossible 
"to  quit  this  place  without  signifying,  dearest  Sister,  my 
"  lively  gratitude  for  all  the  marks  of  favour  you  showed  me 
"in  the  Weiherhaus''  (House  on  the  Lake,  today),  "The 
"highest  of  all  that  it  was  possible  to  do,  was  that  of  pro- 
"  curing  me  the  satisfaction  of  paying  my  court  to  you.  I  beg 
"  millions  of  pardons  for  so  putting  you  about ,  dearest  Sister ; 
"but  I  could  not  help  it;  for  you  know  my  sad  circumstances 
"well  enough.  In  my  great  joy,  I  forgot  to  give  you  the 
"Enclosed.  I  entreat  you,  write  me  often,  news  of  your 
*  *  health !  Question  the  Doctors ;  and  "  —  and  in  certain  con- 
tingencies, theCJrown-Prince  "would  recommend  goat*s  milk" 
for  his  poor  Sister.  Had  already,  what  was  noted  of  him 
in  after-life,  a  tendency  to  give  medical  advice,  in  cases 
interesting  to  him?  — 

"Adieu,  my  incomparable  and  dear  Sister.  I  am  always 
"  the  same  to  you ,  and  will  remain  so  till  my  death. 

"Fbiedrich."* 

Generals  with  their  wheel  mended,  Margraves, 
Prince,  and  now  the  Camp-Equipage  too,  are  all  at 
Niimberg;  and  start  on  the  morrow;  hardly  a  hundred 
miles  now  to  be  done,  —  but  on  slower  terms,  owing 
to  the  Equipage.  Heilbronn,  place-of-arms  or  eentr^ 
stronghold  of  the  Reichs-Army,  they  reach  on  Monday: 
about  Eppingen,  next  night,  if  the  wind  is  westerly, 
one  may  hear  the  cannon,  —  not  without  interest.  It 
was  Wednesday  forenoon,   7th  July  1734,   on   some 

•  (Ettores  de  Frederic j  xxvii.  part  1st,  p.  67. 
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hill-top  coining  down  from  Eppingen  side,  that  the 
Prince  first  saw  Philipsburg  Siege,  blotting  the  Khine- 
Valley  yonder  with  its  fire  and  counterfire;  and  the 
Tents  of  Eugene  stretching  on  this  side:  first  view  he 
ever  had  of  the  actualities  of  war.  ffis  account  to 
Papa  is  so  distinct  and  good,  we  look  throughut  almost 
as  at  first-hand  for  a  moment: 

"  Camp  at  Wiesenthal ,  Wednesday ,  7th  July  1734. 

"Most  All-gracious  Father,  *  *  We  left  Niimberg"  (no- 
thing said  of  our  Baireuth  affair),  "4th  early,  and  did  not 
"stop  till  Heilbronn;  where,  along  with  the  Equipage ,  lar- 
"  rived  on  the  5th.  Yesterday  I  came  with  the  Equipage  to 
"Eppingen"  (twenty  miles,  a  slow  march,  giving  the  fourgons 
time) ;  "  and  this  morning  we  came  to  the  Camp  at  Wiesen- 
"thal.  I  have  dined  with  General  Roder"  (our  Prussian 
Commander);  "and,  after  dinner,  rode  with  Prince  Eugene 
"while  giving  the  parole.  I  handed  him  my  All-gracious 
"Father's  Letter,  which  much  rejoiced  him.  After  the 
"Parole ,  I  went  to  see  the  relieving  of  our  outposts"  (change 
of  sentries  there) ,  "  and  view  the  French  retrenchment. 

"We,"  your  Majesty's  Contingent,  "are  throwing  up 
"three  redoubts:  at  one  of  them  today,  three  musketeers 
"have  been  miserably  shot"  {geschossen^  wounded,  not  quite 
"killed);  "two  are  of  Roder's,  and  one  is  of  Finckenstein*s 
"regiment 

"  Tomorrow  I  will  ride  to  a  village  which  is  on  our  right 
"wing;  Waghausel  is  the  name  of  it"*  (not  a  mile  off,  north 
of  us,  near  by  the  Rhine):  "there  is  a  steeple  there,  from 
"which  one  can  see  the  French  Camp;  from  this  point  I  wHl 

«  Btiflohing,  y.  1152. 
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"ride  down,  between  the  two  Lines/*  French  and  ours ,  "to 
"see  what  they  are  like. 

"There  are  quantities  of  hurdles  and  fascines  being  made ; 
"which,  as  I  hear,  are  to  be  employed  in  one  of  two  different 
"plans.  The  first  plan  is.  To  attack  the  French  retrench- 
"ment  generally;  the  ditch  which  is  before  it,  and  the  morass 
"which  lies  on  our  left  wing,  to  be  made  passable  with  these 
"fascines.  The  other  plan  is.  To  amuse  the  Enemy  by  a  false 
"attack,  and  throw  succour  into  the  Town.  —  One  thing  is 
"certain,  in  a  few  days  we  shall  have  a  stroke  of  work  here. 
"Happen  what  may,  my  All-gracious  Father  may  be  assured 
"  that "  &c.,  "  and  that  I  will  do  nothing  unworthy  of  him."  — 

"Fbiedbich."* 

Neither  of  those  fine  plans  took  effect;  nor  did 
anything  take  effect,  as  we  shall  see.  But  in  regard 
to  that  "survey  from  the  steeple  of  Waghausel,  and 
"ride  home  again  between  the  Lines,"  —  in  regard  to 
that,  or,  at  any  rate,  in  the  suite  of  that,  —  here  is  an 
authentic  fraction  of  anecdote,  which  should  be  intro- 
duced. A  certain  Herr  von  Suhm,  Saxon  Minister  at 
Berlin,  occasionally  mentioned  here,  stood  in  much 
Correspondence  with  the  Crown-Prince  in  the  years 
now  following:  Correspondence  which  was  all  published 
at  the  due  distance  of  time;  Suhm  having,  at  his  de- 
cease, left  the  Prince's  Letters  carefully  assorted  with 
that  view,  and  furnished  with  a  Prefatory  "Character 
of  the  Prince-Royal  {Portrait  du  Prince-Ro'i/al^  par  M,  de 
Suhmy^     Of  which  Preface  this  is  a  small  paragraph, 

«  €Euvre$,  xxvii.  part  84,  p.  79. 
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relating  to  the  Siege  of  Philipsburg;  offering  us  a 
momentary  glance  into  one  fibre  of  the  ftitile  War  now 
going  on  there.  Of  Suhm,  and  how  exact  he  was,  we 
shall  know  a  little  by  and  by.  Of  "Prince  von 
Lichtenstein/^  an  Austrian  man  and  soldier  of  much  dis- 
tinction afterwards,  we  have  only  to  say  that  he  came 
to  Berlin  next  year  on  Diplomatic  business,  and  that 
probably  enough  he  had  been  eye-witness  to  the  little 
fact,  —  fact  credible  perhaps  without  much  proving. 
We  are  sony  there  is  no  date  to  it,  no  detail  to  give 
it  whereabout  and  fixity  in  our  conception:  the  poor 
little  Anecdote,  though  indubitable,  has  to  hang  vaguely 
in  the  air.  However,  these  words,  "Lines  of  Philips- 
burg and  Crown-Prince"  do  approximately  date  it; 
bring  it  between  7th  July  and  18th  July,  when  the 
Siege  ended.  Ten  days  to  guess  upon:  of  which  this 
very  first,  July  7th,  the  day  of  the  Prince's  arrival,  is 
as  likely  as  another.  Herr  von  Suhm  writes  (not  for 
publication  till  after  Friedrich^s  death  and  his  own): 

"It  was  remarked,  in  the  Rhine  Campaign  of  1734,  that 
*^this  Prince  has  a  great  deal  of  intrepidity  (beaucoup  de 
"  valeur).  On  one  occasion,  among  others  "  (perhaps  this  veiy 
day,  riding  home  from  Waghfiusel  between  the  lines), 
''when  he  had  gone  to  reconnoitre  the  Lines  of  Philipsburg, 
''with  a  good  many  people  about  him,  —  passing,  on  his  re- 
ctum, along  a  strip  of  very  thin  wood,  the  cannon-shot  i&om 
"the  Lines  accompanied  him  incessantly,  and  crashed  down 
"several  trees  at  his  side;  during  all  which  he  walked  his 
"horse  along,  at  the  old  paoe,  precisely  as  if  nothing  weM' 
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•* happening,  nor  in  his  hand  upon  the  bridle  was  there  the 
"least  trace  of  motion  perceptible.  Those  who  gave  atten- 
"tion  to  the  matter,  remarked,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  did 
"not  discontinue  speaking  very  tranquilly  to  some  Generals 
"who  accompanied  him;  and  who  admired  his  bearing,  in  a 
"kind  of  danger  with  which  he  had  not  yet  had  occasion  to 
"familiarise  himself.  It  is  from  the  Prince  von Lichtenstein 
"  that  I  have  this  anecdote,"  * 

On  the  15th  arrived  his  Majesty  in  person,  with  the 
Old  Dessauer,  Buddenbrock,  Derschau  and  a  select 
suite;  in  hopes  of  witnessing  remarkable  feats  of  war, 
now  that  the  crisis  of  Philipsburg  was  coming  on. 
Many  Princes  were  assembled  there,  in  the  like  hope: 
Prince  of  Orange  (honeymoon  well  ended**),  a  viva- 
cious light  gentleman,  sL'ghtly  crooked  in  the  back; 
Princes  of  Baden,  Darmstadt,  "Waldeck:  all  manner 
of  Princes  and  distinguished  personages,  Fourscore 
Princes  of  them  by  tale,  the  eyes  of  Europe  being 
turned  on  this  matter,  and  on  old  Eugene ^s  guidance 
of  it.  Prince  Fred  of  England,  even  he  had  a  notion 
of  coming  to  learn  war. 

It  was  about  this  time,  not  many  weeks  ago,  that 
Fred,  now  falling  into  much  discrepancy  with  his 
Father,  and  at  a  loss  for  a  career  to  himself,  appeared 

*  Cotrespondanee  de  FrMMe  II  avec  M.  de  Stihm  (Berlin,  1787);  Ayani- 
propos,  p.  xvili.  (written  28th  April  1740).  The  Correspondence  is  all  in 
CEuvres  d$  Frid4rio  (xri.  247-408);  bat  the  Sahm  Preface  not. 

**  Had  wedded  PrlnceM  Anne,  George  II/s  eldest,  25th  (14th)  March 
1784;  to  the  Joy  of  telf  and  mankind,  in  England  here. 
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on  a  sudden  in  the  Antechamber  at  St.  James's,  one 
day;  and  solemnly  demanded  an  interview  with  his 
Majesty.  Which  his  indignant  Majesty,  after  some 
conference  with  Walpole,  decided  to  grant  Prince 
Fred,  when  admitted,  made  three  demands:  1".  To  be 
allowed  to  go  upon  the  Rhine  Campaign,  by  way  of  a 
temporary  career  for  himself;  2".  That  he  might  have 
something  definite  to  live  upon,  a  fixed  revenue  being 
suitable  in  his  circumstances;  3".  That,  after  those  sad 
Prussian  disappointments,  some  suitable  Consort  might 
be  chosen  for  him,  —  heart  and  household  lying  in 
such  waste  condition.  Poor  Fred,  who  of  us  knows 
what  of  sense  might  be  in  these  demands?  Few 
creatures  more  absurdly  situated  are  to  be  found  in  this 
world.  To  go  where  his  equals  were,  and  learn 
soldiering  a  little,  might  really  have  been  useful. 
Paternal  Majesty  received  Fred  and  his  Three  Demands 
with  fulminating  look;  answered,  to  the  first  two, 
nothing;  to  the  third,  about  a  Consort,  "Yes,  you  shall; 
but  be  respectftil  to  the  Queen;  —  and  now  off  with 
you;  away!"* 

Poor  Fred,  he  has  a  circle  of  hungry  Parliamenteers 
about  him;  young  Pitt,  a  Comet  of  Horse,  young 
Lyttelton  of  Hagley,  our  old  Soissons  friend,  not  to 
mention  others  of  worse  type;  to  whom  this  royal 
Young  Gentleman,  with  his  vanities,  ambitions,  inex- 
periences, plentifiil  inflammabilities,  is  important  for 
exploding  Walpole.     He   may  have,   and  with  great 

»  Coxe^s  Walpoh,  t.  8S2. 
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justice  I  should  think,  the  dim  consciousness  of  talents 
for  doing  something  better  than  "write  madrigals"  in 
this  world:  infinitude  of  wishes  and  appetites  he  clearlj 
has;  —  he  is  full  of  inflammable  materials,  poor  youth. 
And  he  is  the  Fireship  those  older  hands  make  use  of 
for  blowing  Walpole  and  Company  out  of  their 
anchorage.  What  a  school  of  virtue  for  a  young 
gentleman;  —  and  for  the  elder  ones  concerned  with 
him!  He  did  not  get  to  the  Ehine  Campaign;  nor 
indeed  ever  to  anything,  except  to  writing  madrigals, 
and  being  very  i^tile,  dissolute  and  miserable  with 
what  of  talent  Nature  had  given  him.  Let  us  pity  the 
poor  Constitutional  Prince.  Our  Fritz  was  only  in 
danger  of  losing  his  life;  but  what  is  that,  to  losing 
your  sanity,  personal  identity  almost,  and  becoming 
Parliamentary  Fireship  to  his  Majesty's  Opposition? 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  stayed  a  month  campaigning* 
here;  graciously  declined  Prince  Eugene's  invitation 
to  lodge  in  Head  Quarters,  under  a  roof  and  within  built 
walls;  preferred  a  tent  among  his  own  people,  and  took 
the  common  hardships,  —  with  great  hurt  to  his  weak 
health,  as  was  afterwards  found. 

In  these  weeks,  the  big  Czarina,  who  has  set  a 
price  (100,000  rubles,  say  15,000Z.)  upon  the  head  of 
poor  Stanislaus,  hears  that  his  Prussian  Majesty  pro- 
tects him;  and  thereupon  signifies,  in  high  terms.  That 
she,  by  her  Feldmarschall  Mclnnich,  will  come  across 
tlie  frontiers  and  seize  the  said  Stanislaus.     To  which 
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his  Prussian  Majesty  answers  positively,  though  in 
proper  Diplomatic  tone,  "Madam,  I  will  in  no  wise 
permit  it  I"  Perhaps  his  Majesty's  remarkablest  trans- 
action, here  on  the  Rhine,  was  this  concerning  Stanis- 
laus. For  Seckendorf  the  Feldzeugmeister  was  here 
also,  on  military  function,  not  forgetful  of  the  Diploma- 
cies; who  busily  assailed  his  Majesty,  on  the  Kaiser's 
part,  in  the  same  direction:  "Give  up  Stanislaus,  your 
Majesty!  How  ridiculous  {lacherlich)  to  be  perhaps 
ruined  for  Stanislaus!"  But  without  the  least  effect, 
now  or  afterwards. 

Poor  Stanislaus,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  got 
across  into  Preussen,  as  we  intimated;  and  there  he 
continued,  safe  against  any  amount  of  rubles  and  Feld- 
marschalls,  entreaties  and  menaces.  At  Angerburg,  on 
the  Prussian  frontier,  he  found  a  steadfast  veteran, 
Lieutenant-General  von  Katte,  Commandant  in  those 
parts  (Father  of  a  certain  poor  Lieutenant,  whom  we 
tragically  knew  of  long  ago!)  —  which  veteran  gentle- 
man received  the  Fugitive  Majesty,*  with  welcome  in 
the  King's  name,  and  assurances  of  an  honourable 
asylum  till  the  times  and  rolidfl  should  clear  again  for 
his  fiigitive  Majesty.  Fugitive  Majesty,  for  whom  the 
roads  and  times  were  very  dark  at  present,  went  ta 
Marienwerder;  talked  of  going  "to  PiUau,  for  a  se*- 
passage,"  of  going  to  various  places;  went  finally  to 
Kdnigsberg,  and  there,  —  with  a  coiudderable  Polish 

•  UmtfKiir-Letsikim,  il.  3M. 
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Suite  of  Fugitives,  very  moneyless,  and  very  expensive, 
most  of  them,  who  had  accumulated  about  him,  —  set 
np  his  abode.  There  for  almost  two  years,  in  fact  till 
this  War  ended,  the  Fugitive  Polish  Majesty  continued; 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  pimctually  protecting  him,  and  even 
paying  him  a  small  Pension  (50/.  a  month),  —  France, 
the  least  it  could  do  for  the  Grandfather  of  France,  allow- 
ing a  much  larger  one;  larger,  though  still  inadequate. 
France  has  left  its  Grandfather  strangely  in  the  lurch 
here;  with  "100,000  rubles  on  his  head."  But  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  knows  the  sacred  rites,  and  will  do  them; 
continues  deaf  as  a  doorpost,  alike  to  the  menaces  and 
the  entreaties  of  Kaiser  and  Czarina;  strictly  intimating 
to  Miinnich  what  the  Laws  of  Neutrality  are,  and  that 
they  must  be  observed.  Which,  by  his  Majesty's  good 
arrangements,  Mfinnich,  willing  enough  to  the  contrary 
had  it  been  feasible,  found  himself  obliged  to  comply 
with.  Prussian  Majesty,  like  a  King  and  a  gentleman, 
would  listen  to  no  terms  about  dismissing  or  delivering 
up,  or  otherwise  failing  in  the  sacred  rites  to  Stanislaus ; 
but  honourably  kept  him  there  till  the  times  and  routes 
cleared  themselves  again.*  A  plain  piece  of  duty; 
punctually  done:  the  beginning  of  it  falls  here  in  the 
Camp  at  Philipsburg,  July-August  1734;  in  May  1736 
we  shall  see  some  glimpse  of  the  end!  — 

His  Prussian  Majesty  in  Camp  at  Philipsburg,  — 
80  distinguished  a  volunteer,   doing  us  the  honour  to 

•  FQrtter,  ii.  182,  lM-186. 
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encamp  here,  —  "was  asked  to  all  the  Councils-of-War 
that  were  held,"  say  the  Books.  And  he  did  attend, 
the  Crown-Prince  and  he,  on  important  occasions:  but, 
alas,  there  was,  so  to  speak,  nothing  to  be  consulted 
of.  Fascines  and  hurdles  lay  useless;  no  attempt  was 
made  to  relieve  Philipsburg.  On  the  third  day  after 
his  Majesty's  arrival,  July  18th,  Philipsburg,  after  a 
stiff  defence  of  six  weeks,  growing  hopeless  of  relief, 
had  to  surrender;  —  French  then  proceeded  to  repair 
Philipsburg,  no  attempt  on  Eugene's  part  to  molest 
them  there.  If  they  try  ulterior  operations  on  this  side 
the  Eiver,  he  counter-tries;  and  that  is  all. 

Our  Crown-Prince,  somewhat  of  a  judge  in  after 
years,  is  maturely  of  opinion.  That  the  French  Lines 
were  by  no  means  inexpugnable;  that  the  French  Army 
might  have  been  ruined  under  an  attack  of  the  proper 
kind.*  Their  position  was  bad;  no  room  to  unfold 
themselves  for  fight,  except  with  the  Town's  cannon 
playing  on  them  all  the  while;  only  one  Bridge  to  get 
across  by,  in  case  of  coming  to  the  worse:  defeat  of 
them  probable,  and  ruin  to  them  inevitable  in  case  of 
defeat.  But  Prince  Eugene,  with  an  Army  little  to  his 
mind  (Eeichs  Contingents  not  to  be  depended  on, 
thought  Eugene),  durst  not  venture:  "Seventeen  victo- 
rious Battles,  and  if  we  should  be  defeated  in  the  eigh- 
teenth and  last?" 

It  is  probable  the  Old  Dessauer,  had  he  been  Gene- 
ralissimo, with  this  same  Army,  —  in  which,  even  in 
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the  Eeichs  part  of  it,  we  know  Ten  THonsand  of  an 
effective  character,  —  would  have  done  some  stroke 
npon  the  French:  but  Prince  Eugene  would  not  try. 
Much  dimmed  from  his  former  self,  this  old  hero;  age 
now  73;  —  a  good  deal  wearied  with  the  long  march 
through  Time.  And  this  very  Summer,  his  Brother's 
Son,  the  last  male  of  his  House,  had  suddenly  died  of 
inflammatoiy  fever;  left  the  old  man  very  moumftil: 
'^Alone,  alone,  at  the  end  of  one's  long  march;  laurels 
have  no  fruit,  then?"  He  stood  cautious,  on  the  de- 
fensive; and  in  this  capacity  is  admitted  to  have  shown 
skilM  management. 

But  Philipsburg  being  taken,  there  is  no  longer  the 
least  event  to  be  spoken  of;  the  Campaign  passed  into 
a  series  of  advanchigs,  retreatings,  facings,  and  then 
right-about  facings,  —  painful  manoeuvrings,  on  both 
sides  of  the  Ehine  and  of  the  Neckar,  —  without  resnlt 
farther  to  the  French,  without  memorability  to  either 
side.  About  the  middle  of  August,  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
went  away;  —  health  much  hurt  by  his  month  under 
canvas,  amid  Ehine  inundations,  and  ni^e  distressing 
phenomena.  Crown-Prince  Friedrich  and  a  select  party 
escorted  his  Majesty  to  Maintz,  where  was  a  Dinner  of 
unusual  sublimity  by  the  Kurfarst  there;*  —  Dinner 
done,  his  Majesty  stept  on  board  "the  Electoral  Yacht;" 
and  in  this  fine  hospitable  vehicle,  went  sweeping 
through  the  Binger  Loch,  rapidly  down  towards  Weisel; 

*  16th  Aagast  (Fassmaniif  p.  611). 
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and  the  Crown-Prince  and  party  returned  to  their  Camp, 
which  is  npon  the  Neckar  at  this  time. 

Camp  shifts  about,  and  Crown-Prince  in  it:  to  Hei- 
delberg, to  Waiblingen,  Weinheim;  close  to  Maintz  at 
one  time:  but  it  is  not  worth  following:  nor  in  Fried- 
rich's  own  Letters,  or  in  other  documents,  is  there,  on 
the  best  examination,  anything  considerable  to  be 
gleaned  respecting  his  procedures  there.  He  hears  of 
the  ill-success  in  Italy,  Battle  of  Parma,  at  the  due 
date,  with  the  natural  feelings;  speaks,  with  a  sorrow- 
ful gaiety,  of  the  muddy  fatigues,  ftitilities  here  on  the 
Rhine;  —  has  the  sense,  however,  not  to  blame  his 
superiors  unreasonably.  Here,  from  one  of  his  Letters 
to  Colonel  Camas,  is  a  passage  worth  quoting  for  the 
credit  of  the  writer.  With  Camas,  a  distinguished  Prus- 
sian Frenchman,  whom  we  mentioned  elsewhere,  still 
more  with  Madam  Camas  in  time  coming,  he  corre- 
sponded much,  often  in  a  fine  filial  manner: 

^^  The  present  Campaign  is  a  school ,  where  profit  may  be 
"reaped  from  observing  the  confusion  and  disorder  which 
"  reigns  in  this  Army :  it  has  been  a  field  very  barren  in  laurels ; 
"  and  those  who  have  been  used ,  all  their  life ,  to  gather  such, 
"and  on  Seventeen  distinguished  occasions  have  done  so,  can 
**get  none  this  time."    Next  year,  we  all  hope  to  be  on  the 
Moselle,   and  to  find  that  a  firuitfiiller  field.  «  ♦  ♦  "I  am 
"afraid,  dear  Camas,  you  tiiink  I  am  going  to  put  on  Hie 
"  cothurnus ;  to  set  up  for  a  small  Eugene ,  and ,  pronoundng 
"with  a  doctoral  tone  what  each  should  have  done  and  not 
"have  done,  condemn  and  blame  to  right  and  left    No,  my 
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"dear  Camas;  far  from  carrying  my  arrogance  to  that  point, 
"I  admire  the  conduct  of  our  Chief,  and  do  not  disapprove 
"that  of  his  worthy  Adversary;  and  far  from  forgetting  the 
"esteem  and  consideration  due  to  persons  who,  scarred  Mrith 
"wounds,  have  by  years  and  long  service  gained  a  consum- 
"mate  experience ,  I  shall  hear  them  more  willingly  than  ever 
"  as  my  teachers ,  and  try  to  learn  from  them  how  to  arrive  at^ 
"honour,  and  what  is  the  shortest  road  into  the  secret  of  this 
"Profession."* 

This  other,  to  Lieutenant  Groben,  three  weeks 
earlier  in  date,  shows  us  a  different  aspect;  which  is  at 
least  equally  authentic;  and  may  be  worth  taking  with 
us.  GrSben  is  Lieutenant,  —  I  suppose  still  of  the 
Eegiment  Goltz,  though  he  is  left  there  behind;  —  at 
any  rate,  he  is  much  a  familiar  with  the  Prince  at 
Euppiu;  was  ring-leader,  it  is  thought,  in  those  midnight 
pranks  upon  parsons,  and  the  other  escapades  there;** 
a  merry  man,  eight  years  older  than  the  Prince,  — 
with  whom  it  is  clear  enough  he  stands  on  a  very  free 
footing.  Philipsburg  was  lost  a  month  ago;  French 
are  busy  repairing  it;  and  manoeuvring,  with  no  effect, 
to  get  into  the  interior  of  Germany  a  little.  Weinheim 
is  a  little  Town  on  the  Aorth  side  of  the  Neckar,  a 
dozen  miles  or  so  from  Mannheim;  —  out  of  which, 
and  into  which,  the  Prussian  Corps  goes  shifting  from 
time  to  time,  as  Prince  Eugene  and  the  French  ma- 
noeuvre to  no  purpose  in  that  Rhine-Neckar  Country. 

»  "Camp  at  Heidelberg,  11th  September  1784*'  (CEnvres,  xvl.  131). 
«•  Bflsohlng,  ▼.  20. 
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''^Herdek  J'eremtetein^^'*  it  appears ,  is  a  bit  of  Hungarian 
swearing;  should  be  Ordek  teremtete;  and  means  "The 
Devil  made  you!" 

"Welnhelm,  17th  Auguat  1734. 

"  fferdek  Teremtetem  I  *  Went  with  them ,  got  hanged  with 
"*them,**  said  the  Bielefeld  Innkeeper!  So  will  it  be  with 
"me,  poor  devil;  for  I  go  dawdling  about  with  this  Army 
"here;  and  the  French  will  have  the  better  of  us.  We  want 
"to  be  over  the  Neckar  again"  (to  the  South  or  Philipsburg 
side),  "and  the  rogues  won't  let  us.  What  most  provokes 
"  me  in  the  matter  is ,  that  while  we  are  here  in  such  a  wilder- 
"ness  of  trouble,  doing  our  utmost,  by  military  labours  and 
"endurances,  to  make  ourselves  heroic,  thou  sittest,  thou 
"devil,  at  home! 

"  Due  de  Bouillon  has  lost  his  equipage ;  our  Hussars  took 
"it  at  Landau*'  (other  side  the  Rhine,  a  while  ago).  "Here 
"we  stand  in  mud  to  the  ears;  fifteen  of  the  Regiment  Alt- 
"  Baden  have  sunk  altogether  in  the  mud.  Mud  comes  of  a 
"waterspout,  or  sudden  cataract  of  rain,  there  was  in  these 
"Heidelberg  Countries;  two  villages,  Fuhrenheim  and 
"Sandhausen,  it  swam  away,  every  stick  of  them  (^am 
*'*'undgar), 

"  Captain  von  Stojentin ,  of  Regiment  Plans ,"  one  of  our 
eight  Regiments  here,  "has  got  wounded  in  the  head,  in  an 
"  affair  of  honour ;  he  is  still  aHve ,  and  it  is  hoped  he  will  get 
"through  it. 

*'  The  Drill-Demon  has  now  got  into  the  Kaiser's  people 
"too :  Prince  Eugene  is  grown  heavier  with  his  drills  than  we 
"  ourselves.    He  is  often  three  hours  at  it ;  —  and  the  Eoubser's 
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"people  cnrae  oe  for  the  aauie,  at  a,  fiigbtful  rate.    Adien. 
"IftheDevildon'tgetthee,  heooght.    Therefore uoie.* 
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Ifo  lanrek  to  be  gdaed  here;  but  plenty  of  mad, 
and  laborious  hardsbip,  —  met,  as  wo  perMive,  with 
youthfiil  stoicism,  of  die  derieive,  and  perhaps  of  better 
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forms.  Friedrich  is  Twenty-two  and  some  months, 
when  he  makes  his  first  Campaign.  The  general  phy- 
siognomy of  his  behaviour  in  it  we  have  to  guess  from 
these  few  indications.  No  doubt  he  profited  by  it,  on 
the  military  side ;  and  would  study  with  quite  new  light 
and  vivacity  after  such  contact  with  the  fact  studied  of. 
Very  didactic  to  witness  even  "the  confrisions  of  this 
Army,"  and  what  comes  of  them  to  Armies!  For  the 
rest,  the  society  of  Eugene,  Lichtenstein,  and  so  many 
Princes  of  the  Eeich,  and  Chiefs  of  existing  mankind, 
could  not  but  be  entertaining  to  the  young  man;  and 
silently,  if  he  wished  to  read  the  actual  Time,  as  sure 
enough  he,  with  human  and  with  royal  eagerness,  did 
wish,  —  they  were  here  as  the  alphabet  of  it  to  him: 
important  for  years  coming.  Nay  it  is  not  doubted, 
the  insight  he  here  got  into  the  condition  of  the  Aus- 
trian Army  and  its  management,  —  "Army  left  seven 
days  without  bread,"  for  one  instance,  —  gave  him 
aftei-wards  the  highly  important  notion,  that  such  Army 
could  be  beaten  if*necessaiy  I  — 

Wilhelmina  says,  his  chief  comrade  was  Margraf 
Heinrich;  —  the  HI  Margraf;  who  was  cut  by  Friedrich, 
in  after  years,  for  some  unknown  bad  behaviour.  Mar- 
graf Heinrich  "led  him  into  all  manner  of  excesses," 
says  Wilhelmina,  — .probably  in  the  language  of  ex- 
aggeration. He  himself  tells  her,  in  one  of  his  Letters^ 
a  day  or  two  before  Papa's  departure:  "The  Camp  is 
"soon  to  be  close  on  Maintz,  nothing  but  the  Bhine 
"between  Maintz  and  our  right  wing  where  my  place 
"is;  and  so  sopn  as  Serenissimus  gofio"  [Le  SerenissixoA^ 

Carlylr,  Frederic  the  Great,   F.  ^ 
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SO  he  irreverently  names  Papa),  "I  mean  to  be  across 
"for  some  sport,"*  —  no  doubt  the  111  Margraf  with 
me!  With  the  Elder  Margraf,  little  Sophie's  Betrodied, 
whom  he  called  "big  clown"  in  a  Letter  we  read,  he 
is  at  this  date  in  open  quarrel,  —  ^''brouille  a  toute 
^^outrance  with  the  mad  Son-in-law,  who  is  the  wildest 
"wild-beast  of  all  this  Camp."** 

Wilhelmina's  Husband  had  come,  in  the  beginning 
of  August;  but  was  not  so  happy  as  he  expected.  Con- 
siderably cut  out  by  the.ni  Heinrich.  Here  is  a  small 
adventure  they  had;  mentioned  by  Friedrich,  and  copi- 
ously recorded  by  Wilhelmina:  adventure  on  some 
River,  —  which  we  could  guess,  if  it  were  worth 
guessing,  to  have  been  the  Neckar,  not  the  Rhine. 
French  had  a  fortified  post  on  the  farther  side  of  this 
River;  Crown -Prince,  111  Margraf,  and  Wilhelmina's 
Husband  were  quietly  looking  about  them,  riding  up 
the  other  side:  Wilhelmina's  Husband  decided  to  take 
a  pencil-drawing  of  the  French  post,  and  paused  for 
that  object.  Drawing  was  proceeding  unmolested,  when 
his  foolish  Baireuth  Hussar,  having  an  excellent  rifle 
(arquebuse  rayee)  with  him,  took  it  into  his  head  to 
have  a  shot  at  the  French  sentries  at  long  range.  TTig 
shot  hit  nothing;  but  it  awakened  the  French  animo- 
sity, as  was  natural:  the  French  began  diligently  firing; 
and  might  easily  have  done  mischief.  My  Husband, 
volleying  out  some  rebuke  upon  the  blockhead  of  a 
Hussar,  finished  his  drawing,  in  spite  of  the  French 
bullets;  then  rode  up  to  the  Crown-Prince  and  111  Mar- 

•  (^mres  dc  Frederic,  xxvii.  part  Ist,  p.  4  (10th  Ayg.^.         »*  ib. 
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graf,  who  had  got  their  share  of  what  was  going,  and 
were  in  no  good  humour  with  him.  HI  Margraf  rounded 
things  into  the  Crown-Prince's  ear,  in  an  unmannerly 
way,  with  glances  at  my  Husband;  —  who  understood 
it  well  enough ;  and  promptly  coerced  such  ill-bred  pro- 
cedures, intimating,  in  a  polite  impressive  way,  that 
they  would  be  dangerous  if  persisted  in.  Which  re- 
duced the  lU  Margraf  to  a  spiteful  but  silent  condition. 
No  other  harm  was  done,  at  that  time;  the  French 
bullets  all  went  awry,  or  "even  fell  short,  being  sucked 
in  by  the  river,"  thinks  Wilhelmina.* 

A  more  important  feature  of  the  Crown-Prince's  life 
in  these  latter  weeks  is  the  news  he  gets  of  his  Father. 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  after  quitting  the  Electoral  Yacht, 
did  his  reviewing  at  Wesel,  at  Bielefeld,  aU  his  re- 
viewing in  those  Rhine  and  Weser  Countries;  then 
turned  aside  to  pay  a  promised  visit  to  Ginkel  the 
Berlin  Dutch  Ambassador,  who  has  a  fine  House  in 
those  parts;  and  there  his  Majesty  has  fallen  seriously 
iU.  Obliged  to  pause  at  Ginkel's,  and  then  at  his  own 
Schloss  of  Moyland,  for  some  time;  does  not  reach 
Potsdam  till  the  14th  September,**  and  then  in  a  weak, 
worsening,  and  altogether  dangerous  condition,  which 
lasts  for  months  to  come.  Wrecks  of  gout,  they  say, 
and  of  all  manner  of  nosological  mischief;  falling  to 
dropsy.  Case  desperate,  think  all  the  Newspapers,  in 
a  cautious  form;  which  is  Friedrich  Wilhehn's  own 
opinion  pretty  much,  and  that  of  those  better  informed* 

•  Wilhelmina,  il.  208,  209;  CEwres  de  Fridirio,  xxvii.  part  Ut,  p,  19. 
**  Fassmaan,  pp.  512-588:  September  1784-JanaarY  11%^ . 
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Here  are  thoughts  for  a  Crown-Prince;  well  affected  to 
his  Father,  yet  suffering  much  from  him  which  is 
grieyous.  To  bystanders,  one  now  makes  a  different 
figure:  "A  Crown-Prince  who  may  be  King  olie  of 
these  days,  —  whom  a  little  adulation  were  well  spent 
tipon!^^  From  within  and  from  without,  come  agitating 
influences*,  thoughts  which  must  be  rigorously  repressed, 
and  which  are  not  wholly  repressible.  The  soldiering 
Crown-Prince,  from  about  the  end  of  September,  fer 
the  last  week  or  two  of  this  Campaign,  is  secretly  no 
longer  quite  the  same  to  himself  or  to  others. 

Glimpse  of  Lieutenant  Ckasot,  and  of  other  Acquisitions. 

We  have  still  two  little  points  to  specify,  or  to 
bring  up  fit)m  the  rearward  whither  they  are  fallen,  in 
regard  to  this  Campsdgn.  After  which  the  wearisome 
Campaign  shall  terminate;  Crown-Prince  leading  his 
Ten  thousand  to  Frankfurt,  towards  their  winter-quar- 
ters in  Westphalia;  and  then  himself  running  across 
from  Frankftirt  (October  5th),  to  see  Wilhelmina  for  a 
day  or  two  on  the  way  homewards:  —  with  much 
pleasure  to  all  parties,  my  readers  and  me  induded! 

First  point  is.  That,  some  time  in  this  Campaign, 
probably  towards  the  end  of  it,  the  Crown-Prince,  Old 
Dessauer  and  some  olihers  with  them,  "procured  pass* 
ports,"  went  across,  and  "saw  the  French  Camp,"  and 
what  new  phenomena  were  in  it  for  them.  Where, 
when,  how,  or  with  what  impression  left  on  either  side, 
we  do  not  learzL    It  was  not  much  of  a  Camp  for 
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military  admiration,  this  of  the  French.*  There  were 
old  soldiers  of  distinction  in  it  here  and  there;  a  few 
young  soldiers  diligently  studious  of  their  art;  and  a 
great  many  young  fops  of  high  birth  and  high  ways, 
strutting  about  "  in  redheeled  shoes,"  with  "Commissions 
got  from  Court"  for  this  War,  and  nothing  of  the  soldier 
but  the  epaulettes  and  plumages,  —  apt  to  be  "inso- 
lent" among  their  poorer  comrades.  From  all  parties, 
young  and  old,  even  from  that  insolent  redheel  .jparty, 
nothing  but  the  highest  finish  of  politeness  could  be 
visible  on  this  particular  occasion.  Doubtless  all  passed 
in  the  usual  satisfactory  manner;  and  the  Crown-Prince 
got  his  pleasant  excursion,  and  materials,  more  or  less, 
for  after  thought  and  comparison.  But  as  there  is 
nothing  whatever  of  it  on  record  for  us  but  the  bare 
fact,  we  leave  it  to  the  reader's  imagination,  —  fact 
being  indubitable,  and  details  not  inconceivable  to  lively 
readers.  Among  the  French  dignitaries  doing  the  ho- 
nours of  their  Camp  on  this  occasion,  he  was  struck  by 
the  General's  Adjutant,  a  "Count  de  Rottembourg" 
(properly  von  Rothenburg^  of  Geaman  birth,  kinsman  to 
the  Eothenburg  whom  we  have  seen  as  French  Ambas- 
sador at  Berlin  long  since);  a  promising  young  Soldier; 
whom  he  did  not  lose  sight  of  again,  but  acqtdred  in 
due  time  to  his  own  service,  and  found  to  be  of  emi- 
nent worth  there.  A  Count  von  Schmettau,  two  Bro- 
thers von  Schmettau,  here  in  the  Austrian  service; 
superior  men,  Prussian  by  birth,  and  very  fit  to  be 
acquired  by  and  by;  these  the  Crown-Prince  had  al- 

*  Uimoirei  de  Noailles  (passim). 
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ready  noticed  in  this  Bhine  Campaign,  —  having  al- 
ways his  eyes  open  to  phenomena  of  that  kind. 

The  second  little  point  is  of  date  perhaps  two  months 
anterior  to  that  of  the  French  Camp;  and  is  marked 
sufficiently  in  this  Excerpt  from  onr  conftised  Manu- 
scripts: 

Before  quitting  Philipsburg,  there  befel  one  slight  ad- 
yentore,  which,  though  it  seemed  to  be  nothing,  is  worth  re- 
cording here.  One  day,  date  not  given,  a  young  French 
Officer,  of  ingenuous  prepossessing  look,  though  much  flur- 
ried at  the  moment ,  came  across  as  involuntary  deserter;  fly- 
ing from  a  great  peril  in  his  own  camp.  The  name  of  him  is 
Chasot ,  Lieutenant  of  such  and  such  a  Eegiment :  '  Take  me 
to  Prince  Eugene!'  he  entreats;  which  is  done.  Peril  was 
this:  A  high  young  gentleman ,  one  of  those  fops  in  red  heels, 
ignorant,  and  capable  of  insolence  to  a  poorer  comrade  of 
studious  turn,  had  fixed  a  duel  upon  Chasot.  Chasot  ran 
him  through,  in  fair  duel;  dead,  and  is  thought  to  have  de- 
served it  ^  But  Due  de  Boufflers  is  his  kinsman :  run ,  or  yon 
are  lost!*  cried  everybody.  The  Officers  of  his  Regiment 
hastily  redacted  some  certificate  for  Chasot,  hastily  signed  it; 
and  Chasot  ran,  scarcely  waiting  to  pack  his  baggage. 

*  Will  not  your  Serene  Highness  protect  me?'  —  *  Certain- 
ly!' said  Eugene;  —  gave  Chasot  a  lodging  among  his  own 
people;  and  appointed  one  of  them,  Herr  Brender  by  name, 
to  show  him  about,  and  teach  him  the  nature  of  his  new 
quarters.  Chasot,  a  brisk,  ingenuous  young  fellow,  soon 
became  a  favourite ;  eager  to  be  useful  where  possible ;  and 
very  pleasant  in  discourse ,  said  everybody. 

By  and  by,  —  still  at  Philipsburg,  as  would  seem,  though 
it  is  not  said,  —  the  Crown-Prince  heard  of  Chasot;  asked 
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Brender  to  bring  him  over.  Here  is  Chasot's  own  account; 
through  which ,  as  liirough  a  small  eylet-hole ,  we  peep  once 
more ,  and  for  the  last  time ,  direct  into  the  Grown-Prince's 
Campaign-life  on  this  occasion: 

"Next  morning,  at  ten  o'clock  the  appointed  hour, 
"Brender  having  ordered  out  one  of  his  horses  forme,  lac- 
"  companied  him  to  the  Prince ;  who  receiyed  us  in  his  Tent, 
" — behind  which  he  had,  hollowed  out  to  the  depth  of  three 
"  or  four  feet,  a  large  Dining-room,  with  windows,  and  a  roof," 
I  hope  of  good  height,  "thatched  with  straw.  His  fiojal 
"Highness ,  after  two  hours  conyejcsation,  in  which  he  had  put 
"a  hundred  questions  to  me"  (a  Prince  desirous  of  knowing 
the  facts),  "dismissed  us;  and,  at  parting,  bade  me  return 
"  often  to  him  in  the  eyenings. 

"It  was  in  this  Dining-room ,  at  the  end  of  a  great  dinner, 
"the  day  after  next,  that  the  Prussian  guard  introduced  a 
"Tnmipet  from  Monsieur  d'Asfeld"  (French  Commander-in- 
Chief  since  Berwick's  death),  "with  my  three  horses,  sent  oyer 
"  from  the  French  Army.  Prince  Eugene ,  who  was  present, 
"and  in  good  humour,  said,  'We  must  sell  those  horses,  they 
"* don't  speak  German;  Brender  will  take  care  to  mount  you 
" '  some  way  or  other.'  Prince  Lichtenstein  immediately  put 
"  a  price  on  my  horses ;  and  they  were  sold  on  the  spot  at  three 
"times  their  worth.  The  Prince  of  Orange,  who  was  of  this 
"Dinner"  (slightly  crookbacked  witty  gentleman,  English 
honey- moon  well  over),  "said  to  me  in  a  half- whisper,  *Mon- 
"*sieur,  there  is  nothing  like  selling  horses  to  people  who 
"  *  have  dined  well.' 

"After  this  sale,  I  found  myself  richer  than  I  had  ever 
"  been  in  my  life.  The  Prince  Royal  sent  me ,  almost  daily, 
"  a  groom  and  led  horse,  that  I  might  come  to  him,  andsome- 
" times  follow  him  in  his  excursions.  At  last,  he  haditpro- 
" posed  to  me,  by  M.  de  Brender,  and  even  by  Prince  EIl^^(QA^ 
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"to  accompany  him  to  Berlin."  Which,  of  course,  I  did; 
taking  Ruppin  first;  "I  arriyed  at  Berlin  from  Euppin,  in 
"1734,  two  days  after  the  marriage  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
"Margraf  of  Schwedt"  (111  Margrafs  elder  Brother,  wildest 
wild-beast  of  this  Camp)  "with  the  Princess  Sophie ,"  — that 
is  to  say,  12th  of  November;  Marriage  having  been  on  the 
10th,  as  the  Books  teach  us.  Chasot  remembers  that  on  the 
14th,  *Hhe  Crown-Prince  gave,  in  his  Berlin  mansion,  a 
"dinner  to  all  the  Royal  Family,"  in  honour  of  that  auspi- 
cious wedding.* 

Thus  is  Chasot  established  with  the  Crown-Prince. 
He  will  turn  up  fighting  well  in  subsequent  parts  of 
this  History;  and  again  duelling  fatally,  though  nothing 
of  a  quarrelsome  man,  as  he  asserts. 

Crown- Prince^ 8  Visit  to  Baireuth  on  the  way  home, 

October  4th,  the  Crown-Prince  has  parted  with 
Prince  Eugene,  —  not  to  meet  again  in  this  world; 
"an  old  hero  gone  to  the  shadow  of  himself,'^  says  the 
Crown-Prince;**  —  and  is  giving  his  Prussian  Waj> 
Captains  a  farewell  dinner  at  Frankfurt  on  the  Mayn; 
having  himself  led  the  Ten  Thousand  so  far,  towards 
Winter-quarters,  and  handing  them  over  now  to  their 
usual  commanders.  They  are  to  winter  in  Westphalia, 
these  Ten  Thousand,  in  the  Paderbom-Munster  Country; 
where  they  are  nothing  like  welcome  to  the  Ruling 

*  Kard  von  ScblSzer:  Chasot  (Berlin,  1856),  pp.  20-22.     A  pleasant 
Uttle  Book;  tolerably  accarate,  and  of  very  readable  quality. 
••  aSnprM  {Mim.  de  Brandebourg) ,  1. 187. 
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Powers;  nor  are  intended  to  be  so,  —  Kur-Kbln  (pro- 
prietor there)  and  bis  Brother  of  Baviria  having  openly 
French  leanings.  The  Prussian  Ten  Thousand  will 
have  to  help  themselves  to  the  essential,  therefore, 
without  welcome;  —  and  things  are  not  pleasant.  And 
the  Euling  Powers,  by  protx)colling,  still  more  the 
Commonalty  if  it  try  at  mobbing,*  can  only  make 
them  worse.  Indeed  it  is  said  the  Ten  Thousand, 
though  their  bearing  was  so  perfect  otherwise,  gene- 
rally behaved  rather  ill  in  their  marches  over  Germany, 
during  this  War,  —  and  always  worst,  it  was  remarked 
by  observant  persons,  in  the  countries  (Bamberg  and 
Wtirzburg,  for  instance)  where  their  Officers  had  in 
past  years  been  in  recruiting  troubles.  Whereby  ob- 
servant persons  explained  the  phenomenon  to  them- 
selves. But  we  omit  all  that;  our  concern  lying  else- 
where. "Directly  after  dinner  at  Frankfurt,"  the 
Crown-Prince  diives  off,  rapidly  as  his  wont  is,  to*- 
wards  Baireuth.  He  arrives  there  on  the  morrow; 
"October  5th,"  says  Wilhelmina,  —  who  again  illu- 
minates  him  to  us,  though  with  oblique  lights,  for  an 
instant. 

Wilhelmina  was  in  low  spirits:  —  weak  health; 
add  funeral  of  the  Prince  of  Culmbach  (killed  in  the 
Battle  of  Parma),  illness  of  Papa,  and  other  sombre 
events:  —  and  was  by  no  means  content  with  the 
Crown-Prince,  on  this  occasion.  Strangely  altered  since 
we  met  him  in  July  last!  It  may  be,  the  Crown- 
Prince,   looking,  with  an  airy  buoyancy  of  mind,  to- 

«  **28th  March  1785**  (FaMmann,  p.  647);  Buchholz,  U  ISA* 
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wards  a  certain  iS^nt  probably  near,  has  got  bis  young 
bead  inflated  a  litde,  and  carries  bimself  witb  a  beigbt 
new  to  tbis  beloved  Sister;  —  but  probably  the  sad 
humour  of  the  Princess  herself  has  a  good  deal  to  do 
with  it.  Alas,  the  contrast  between  a  heart  knowing 
secretly  its  own  bitterness,  and  a  Mend^s  heart  con- 
scious of  joy  and  triumph,  is  harsh  and  shocking  to  the 
former  of  the  two!  Here  is  the  Princess's  account,  — 
with  the  subtrahend,  twenty-five  or  seventy-five  per 
cent,  not  deducted  &om  it: 

"My  Brother  arrived,  the  5th  of  October.  He  seemed  to 
"me  put-out  (deconienancd)]  and  to  break  off  conversation 
"with  me,  he  said  he  had  to  write  to  the  King  and  Queen. 
"I  ordered  him  pen  and  paper.  He  wrote  in  my  room;  aod 
"spent  more  than  a  good  hour  in  writing  a  couple  of  Letten^ 
"  of  a  line  or  two  each.  He  then  had  all  the  Court ,  one  after 
"the  other,  introduced  to  him;  said  nothing  to  any  of  them, 
"looked  merely  with  a  mocking  air  at  them;  after  which  we 
"went  to  dinner. 

"Here  his  whole  conversation  consisted  in  quizzing  (turlu- 
^^piner)  whatever  he  saw;  and  repeating  to  me ,  above  a  bun- 
"dred  times  over,  the  words  *  little  Prince,*  'little  Court.' 
"I  was  shocked;  and  could  not  imderstand  how  he  had 
"changed  so  suddenly  towards  me.  The  etiquette  of  all 
"Courts  in  the  Empire  is,  that  nobody  who  has  not  at  the 
"least  the  rank  of  Captain  can  sit  at  a  Prince's  table:  my 
"Brother  put  a  Lieutenant  there,  who  was  in  his  suite; 
"saying  to  me,  'A  King's  Lieutenants  are  as  good  as  a 
"'Margraf's  Ministers.'  I  swallowed  this  incivility,  and 
"showed  no  sign. 

"After  dinner,  being  alone  with  me,  he  said,"  —  turning 
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up  the  flippant  side  of  his  thoughts,  truly,  in  a  questionable, 
way:  —  "  *  Our  Sire  is  going  to  end  (tire  &  sa  fin) ;  he  will  not 
^'  'live  out  this  month.  I  know  I  have  made  you  great  promises ; 
^'^  but  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  keep  them.  I  will  leave  you 
"  ^  the  Half  of  the  sum  which  my  predecessor  (feu  Roi)  lent  you ; 
"*I  think  you  will  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  that' 
"I  answered,  That  my  regard  for  him  had  never  been  of  an 
'^ interested  nature;  that  I  would  never  ask  anything  of  him, 
**but  the  continuance  of  his  friendship ;  and  did  not  wish  one 
"sou,  if  it  would  in  the  least  inconvenience  him.  *No,  no,' 
"said  he,  'you  shall  have  those  100,000  thalers;  I  have  de- 
"*stined  them  for  you.  —  People  will  be  much  surprised,* 
"  continued  he,  Ho  see  me  act  quite  differently  from  what  they 
"^had  expected.  They  imagine  I  am  going  to  lavish  all  my 
"treasures,  and  that  money  will  become  as  common  as 
"  *  pebbles  at  Berlin :  but  they  will  And  I  know  better.  I  mean 
"'to  increase  my  Army,  and  to  leave  all  other  things  ontheT 
"  *  old  footing.  I  will  have  every  consideration  for  the  Queen 
"'my  Mother,  and  will  sate  her  (rassasierai)  with  honours; 
'"but  I  do  not  mean  that  she  shall  meddle  in  my  affairs;  and 
"'if  she  try  it,  she  will  find  so.'"  What  a  speech;  what  an 
outbreak  of  candour  in  the  young  man,  preoccupied  with  his 
own  great  thoughts  and  difficulties ,  —  to  the  exclusion  of  any 
other  person's ! 

"  I  fell  from  the  clouds ,  on  hearing  all  that ;  and  knew  not 
"if  I  was  sleeping  or  waking.  He  then  questioned  me  on  the 
"  affairs  of  this  Country.  I  gave  him  the  detail  of  them.  He 
"said  to  me:  'When  your  goose  (henet)  of  a  Father-in-Law 
"'dies,  I  advise  you  to  break  up  the  whole  Court,  and  reduce 
"  'yourselves  to  the  footing  of  a  private  gentleman's  establish- 
" '  ment ,  in  order  to  pay  your  debts.  In  real  truth ,  you  have 
"'no  need  of  so  many  people;  and  you  must  try  also  to  re- 
"'duce  the  wages  of  those  whom  you  cannot  hel^  \u^^^a^« 
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*'  ^  Tou  have  been  accustomed  to  live  at  Berlin  with  a  table  of 
*^ '  four  dishes ;  that^fs  all  you  want  here :  and  I  will  inyite  jou 
"*now  and  then  to  Berlin;  which  will  spare  table  and  house- 
"'keeping.* 

'Tor  a  long  while  my  heart  had  been  getting  big;  I  could 
"  not  restrain  my  tears,  at  hearing  all  these  indignitijes.  '  Why 
" '  do  you  cry?  *  said  he :  *  Ah,  ah,  you  are  in  low  spirits,  I  see. 
*'' '  We  must  dissipate  that  dark  humour.  The  music  waits  us ; 
"  *  I  will  drive  that  fit  out  of  you  by  an  air  or  two  on  the  flute.* 
"He  gave  me  his  hand,  and  led  me  into  the  other  room.  I  sat 
•* down  to  the  harpsichord;  which  I  inundated  iino?idai)  with 
"  my  tears.  Marwitz**  Cmy  artful  Demoiselle  d*Atours,  perhaps 
too  artful  in  time  coming)  "placed  herself  opposite  me,  so  as 
"  to  hide  from  the  others  what  disorder  I  was  in.*'  * 

For  the  last  two  days  of  the  visit,  Wilhelmina  ad- 
mits her  Brother  was  a  little  kinder.  But  on  the  fourtii 
day  there  came,  by  estafette,  a  Letter  from  the  Queen, 
conjuring  him  to  return  without  delay,  the  King  grow- 
ing worse  and  worse.  Wilhelmina,  who  loved  her 
Father,  and  whose  outlooks  in  case  of  his  decease  ap- 
peared to  be  so  little  flattering,  was  overwhelmed  with 
sorrow.  Of  her  Brother,  however,  she  strove  to  forget 
that  strange  outbreak  of  candour;  and  parted  with  him 
as  if  all  were  mended  between  them  again.  Nay,  the 
day  after  his  departure,  there  goes  a  beautifully  affec- 
tionate Letter  to  him;  which  we  could  give,  if  there 
were  room:**  "the  happiest  time  I  ever  in  my  life  had;" 
"my  heart  so  full  of  gratitude  and  so  sensibly  touched;" 
"every  one  repeating  the  words  *dear  Brother'  and 

•  Wilhelmina,  ii.  216-318.  ••  (Ettwre$,  x^vii.  part  Ist,  p.  28. 
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"* charming  Prince-Royal:"*  —  a  Letter  in  very  lively 
contrast  to  what  we  have  just  been  reading.  A  Prince- 
Royal  not  without  charm,  in  spite  of  the  hard  practica- 
lities he  is  meditating,  obliged  to  meditate!  — 

As  to  the  outbreak  of  candour,  offensive  to  Wilhel- 
mina  and  us,  we  suppose  her  report  of  it  to  be  in  sub- 
stance true,  though  of  exaggerated,  perhaps  perverted 
tone;  and  it  is  worth  the  reader's  notice,  with  these  de- 
ductions. The  truth  is,  our  charming  Princess  is  always 
liable  to  a  certain  subtrahend.  In  1744,  when  she 
wrote  those  Memoir es^  "in  a  Summerhouse  at  Baireuth," 
her  Brother  and  she,  owing  mainly  to  go-betweens 
acting  on  the  susceptible  female  heart,  were  again  in 
temporary  quarrel  (the  longest  and  worst  they  ever 
had),  and  hardly  on  speaking  terms;  which  of  itself 
made  her  heart  very  heavy;  —  not  to  say  that  Mar^ 
witz,  the  too  artful  Demoiselle,  seemed  to  have  stolen 
her  Husband's  affections  firom  the  poor  Princess,  and 
made  the  world  look  all  a  little  grim  to  her.  These 
circumstances  have  given-  their  colour  to  parts  of  her 
Narrative,  and  are  not  to  be  foi^otten  by  readers. 

The  Crown-Prince,  —  who  goes  by  Dessau,  lod- 
ging for  a  night  with  the  Old  Dessauer,  and  writes 
affectionately  to  his  Sister  from  that  place,  their  Letters 
crossing  on  the  road,  —  gets  home  on  the  12th  to 
Potsdam.  October  12th,  1734,  he  has  ended  his  Rhine 
Campaign,  in  that  manner;  —  and  sees  his  poor  Father, 
with  a  great  many  other  feelings  besides  those  ex- 
pressed in  the  dialogue  at  Baireuth. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 
m  papa's  sick-room;  Prussian  inspections;  end  op  war. 

It  appears,  Friedrich  met  a  cordial  reception  in  the 
sick-room  at  Potsdam;  and,  in  spite  of  his  levities  to 
Wilhelmina,  was  struck  to  the  heart  hy  what  he  saw 
there.  For  months  to  come,  he  seems  to  he  continually 
ninning  hetween  Potsdam  and  Euppin,  eager  to  minister 
to  his  sick  Father,  when  military  leave  is  procurable. 
Other  fact  about  him,  other  aspect  of  him,  in  those 
months,  is  not  on  record  for  us. 

Of  his  young  Madam,  or  Princess-Eoyal,  peaceably 
resident  at  Berlin  or  at  Schonhausen,  and  doing  the 
vacant  officialities,  formal  visitings  and  the  like,  we 
hear  nothing;  of  Queen  Sophie  and  the  others,  nothing: 
—  anxious,  all  of  them,  no  doubt,  about  the  event  at 
Potsdam,  and  otherwise  silent  to  us.  His  Majesty^s 
illness  comes  and  goes;  now  hope,  and  again  almost 
none.  Margraf  of  Schwedt  and  his  young  Bride,  we 
already  know,  were  married  in  November;  and  Lieute- 
nant Chasot  (two  days  old  in  Berlin)  told  us,  there  was 
Dinner  by  the  Crown-Prince  to  all  the  Eoyal  Family 
on  that  occasion;  —  poor  Majesty  out  at  Potsdam 
languishing  in  the  background,  meanwhile. 

His  Carnival  the  Crown-Prince  passes  naturally  at 
Berlin.  We  find  he  takes  a  good  deal  to  the  French 
Ambassador,  one  Marquis  de  la  Ch^tardie;   a  showy 
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restless  character,  of  fame  in  the  Gazettes  of  that  time ; 
who  did  much  intriguing  at  Petersburg  some  years 
hence,  first  in  a  signally  triumphant  way,  and  then  in 
a  signally  imtriumphant;  and  is  not  now  worth  any 
knowledge  but  a  transient  accidental  one.  Ch^tardie 
came  hither  about  Stanislaus  and  his  affairs ;  tried  hard, 
but  in  vain,  to  tempt  Friedrich  Wilhelm  into  inter- 
ference; —  is  naturally  anxious  to  captivate  the  Crown- 
Prince,  in  present  circumstances. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  lay  at  Potsdam,  between  death 
and  life,  for  almost  four  months  to  come;  the  News- 
papers speculating  much  on  his  situation;  political 
people  extremely  anxious  what  would  become  of  him, 
—  or  in  fact,  when  he  would  die;  for  that  was  con- 
sidered the  likely  issue.  Fassmann  gives  dolorous 
clippings  from  the  Ley  den  Gazette^  all  in  a  blubber  of 
tears,  according  to  the  then  fashion,  but  full  of  imper- 
tinent curiosity  withal.  And  from  the  Seckendorf 
private  Papers  there  are  Extracts  of  a  still  more  in- 
quisitive and  notable  character;  Seckendorf  and  the 
Kaiser  having  an  intense  interest  in  this  painful  oc- 
currence. 

Seckendorf  is  not  now  himself  at  Berlin;  but  run- 
ning much  about,  on  other  errands;  can  only  see  Fried- 
rich Wilhelm,  if  at  all,  in  a  passing  way.  And  eyeii 
this  will  soon  cease;  —  and  in  fact,  to  us,  it  iM'Yij 
far  the  most  excellent  result  of  this  French-Aiutiia 
War,  that  it  carries  Seckendorf  clear  away;  who  now 
quits  Berlin  and  the  Diplomatic  line,  and  obligiiiglf 
goes  out  of  our  sight  henceforth.     The  Old 
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Master,  as  an  Imperial  General  of  rank,  is  needed  now 
for  War-service,  if  he  has  any  skill  that  way.  In  those 
late  months,  he  was  duly  in  attendance  at  Philipsburg 
and  the  Bhine-Gampaign,  in  a  subaltern  torpid  capacity, 
like  Bmnswick-Bevem  and  the  others;  ready  for  work, 
had  there  been  any:  but  next  season,  he  expects  to 
have  a  Division  of  his  own,  and  to  do  something  con- 
siderable. —  In  regard  to  Berlin  and  the  Diplomacies, 
he  has  appointed  a  Nephew  of  his,  a  Seckendorf 
>^  Junior,    to    take   his    place    there;    to    keep    the   old 

machinery  in  gear,  if  nothing  more ;  and  furnish  copioas 
reports  during  the  present  crisis.  These  Keports  of 
Seckendorf  Junior,  —  full  of  eavesdroppings,  got  from 
a  Kammermohr  (Nigger  Lackey),  who  waits  in  the  sick- 
room at  Potsdam,  and  is  sensible  to  bribes,  —  have 
been  printed;  and  we  mean  to  glance  slightly  into 
them.  But  as  to  Seckendorf  Senior,  readers  can  enter- 
tain the  fixed  hope  that  they  have  at  length  done  with 
him;  that,  in  these  our  premises,  we  shall  never  see 
him  again;  —  nay  shall  see  him,  on  extraneous  dim 
fields,  far  enough  away,  smarting  and  suffering,  till 
even  we  are  almost  sorry  for  the  old  knave!  — 

Friedrich  Wilhdlm's  own  prevailing  opinion  is,  that 
he  cannot  recover.  His  bodily  sufferings  are  great: 
dropsically  swollen,  sometimes  like  to  be  choked:  no 
be  J  that  he  can  bear  to  lie  on;  —  oftenest  rolls  about 
in  a  Bath-chair;  very  heavy-laden  indeed;  and  I  think 
of  tenderer  humour  than  in  former  sicknesses.  To  the 
Old  Dessauer  he  writes,  few  days  after  getting  home,  to 
Potsdam:  "I  am  ready  to  quit  the  world,  as  Your  Di- 
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"lection  knows,  and  has  various  times  heard  me  say. 
"One  ship  sails  faster,  another  slower;,  but  they  come 
"all  to  one  haven.  Let  it  he  with  me,  then,  as  the 
"Most  High  has  determined  for  me."*  He  has  settled 
Ids  affairs,  Fassmann  says,  so  far  as  possible;  settled 
the  order  of  his  funeral,  How  he  is  to  be  buried,  in  the 
Garrison  Church  of  Potsdam,  without  pomp  or  fuss, 
like  a  Prussian  Soldier;  and  what  regiment  or  regi- 
ments it  is  that  are  to  do  the  triple  volley  over  him, 
by  way  of  finis  and  long  farewell.  His  soul's  interests 
too,  —  we  need  not  doubt,  he  is  in  deep  conference, 
in  deep  consideration  about  these;  though  nothing  is 
said  on  that  point  A  serious  man  always,  much  feeling 
what  immense  facts  he  was  surrounded  with;  and  here 
is  now  the  summing-up  of  all  facts.  Occasionally,  again, 
he  has  hopes;  orders  up  "two  hundred  of  his  Potsdam 
Giants  to  march  through  the  sick-room,"  since  he  can- 
not get  out  to  them;  or  old  Generals,  Buddenbrock, 
Waldau,  come  and  take  their  pipe  there,,  in  reminiscence 
of  a  Tabagie.  Here,  direct  £rom  the  fountain-head,  or 
Nigger  Lackey  bribed  by  Seckendorf  Junior,  is  a 
notice  or  two: 

^^ Potsdam,  September  dOth,  1784.  Yesterday,  for  half  an 
^'hour,  the  King  could  get  no  breath:  he  keeps  them  con- 
^Hinually  rolling  him  about"  in  his  Bath-chair,  '^over  the 
^^room,  and  cries:  *Luft^  Luft(Ajiy  air)!* 

^*  October  2d,  The  ELing  is  not  going  to  die  just  yet;  but 
<^  will  scarcely  see  Christmas.    He  gets  on  his  clothes ;  aigues 

*  Orlich:  Geachichte  der  Schlerischen  KHege  (Berlin,  1841),  i.l4.  "From, 
the  Dessau  Archives;  date,  31st  September  1784.** 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great*  V,  ^ 
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'^with  the  Doctors,  is  impatient;  won't  have  people  speak  of 
''his  illness;  —  is  quite  black  in  the  face;  drinks  nothing  but 
"ilfo//"  (which  we  suppose  to  be  small  bitter  beer),  "takes 
"physic,  writes  in  bed. 

^^  October  bih.  The  Nigger  tells  me  things  are  better.  The 
"King  begins  to  bring  up  phlegm;  drinks  a  great  deal  of  oat- 
" meal- water"  {Hafergriitzwasser ,  comfortable  to  the  sick); 
"says  to  the  Nigger;  *  Pray  diligently,  all  of  you;  perhaps  I 
"shaUnotdie!'" 

October  5th:  this  is  the  day  the  Crown-Prince  ar- 
rives at  Baireuth;  to  be  called  away  by  express  four 
days  after.  How  valuable,  at  Vienna  or  elsewhere, 
our  dark  friend  the  Lackey's  medical  opinion  is,  may 
be  gathered  from  this  other  Entry,  three  weeks  farther 
on,  —  enough  to  suffice  us  on  that  head: 

"The  Nigger  tells  me  he  has  a  bad  opinion  of  the  King's 
"health.  If  you  roll  the  King  a  little  fast  in  his  Bath-chair, 
"you  hear  the  water  jumble  in  his  body,"  —  wilJi  astonish- 
ment! "King  gets  into  passions;  has  beaten  the  pages" 
(may  we  hope,  our  dark  friend  among  the  rest?),  "so  that  it 
"  was  feared  apoplexy  would  take  him." 

This  will  suffice  for  the  physiological  part;  let  ns 
now  hear  our  poor  friend  on  the  Crown-Prince  and  his 
arrival: 

"  October  12th,  Betum  of  the  Prince-Boyal  to  Potsdam ; 
"tender  reception.  —  October  21st.  Things  look  ill  in  Pots- 
"dam.  The  other  leg  is  now  also  begun  running;  and  above 
"  a  quart  {maas)  of  water  has  come  from  it.  Without  a  miracle 
'^the  King  cannot  live/'  —  thinks  our  dcurk  friend.     "The 
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"Prince-Royal  is  truly  affected  {yiritdblement  attendn)  at  the 
"  King's  situation;  —  has  his  eyes  full  of  water ,  has  wept  the 
**eyes  out  of  his  head:  has  schemed  in  all  ways  to  contrive  a 
" commodious  bed  for  the  King;  wouldn't  go  away  from  Pots- 
"dam.  King  forced  him  away;  he  is  to  return  Saturday 
"afternoon.  The  Prince-Roy  id  has  been  heard  to  say,  *If 
"  *  the  King  will  let  me  live  in  my  own  way,  I  would  give  an 
"*arm  to  lengthen  his  life  for  twenty  years.'  Bang  always 
"  calls  him  Fritzchen.  But  Pritzchen,"  thinks  Seckendorf  Ju- 
nior ,  "  knows  nothing  about  business.  The  King  is  aware  of 
"it;  and  said  in  the  face  of  him  one  day:  ^If  thou  begin  at 
"  *  the  wrong  end  with  things,  and  all  go  topsy-turvy  after  I  am 
" '  gone ,  I  will  laugh  at  thee  out  of  my  grave ! '"  * 

So  Friedrich  Wilhelm;  labouring  amid  the  mortal 
quicksands;  looking  into  the  Inevitable,  in  various 
moods.  But  the  memorablest  speech  he  made  to  Fritz- 
chen or  to  anybody  at  present,  was  that  covert  one 
about  the  Kaiser  and  Sedkendorf ,  and  the  sudden  flash 
of  insight  he  got,  from  some  word  of  Seckendorf 's,  into 
what  they  had  been  meaning  with  him  all  along. 
Riding  through  the  Village  of  Priort,  in  debate  about 
Vienna  politics  of  a  strange  nature,  Seckendorf  said 
something,  which  illuminated  his  Majesty,  dark  for  so 
many  years,  and  showed  him  where  he  was.  A  ghastly 
horror  of  a  country,  yawning  indisputable  there;  re- 
vealed to  one  as  if  by  momentary  lightning,  in  that 
manner!  This  is  a  speech  which  all  the  Ambassadors 
report,  and  which  was  already  mentioned  by  us,  —  in 
reference  to  that  opprobrious  Proposal  about  the  Crown- 

*  Seckendorf  {Baron) :  Journal  Secret;  cited  in TQxvltvt  ^  VL»'V^» 
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Prince's  Marriage,  "Marry  with  England,  after  all; 
never  mind  breaking  your  word!"  Here  is  the  manner 
of  it,  with  time  and  place: 

"Sunday  last,"  Sunday  17th October  1734,  reports  Secken- 
dorf  Junior ,  through  the  Nigger  or  some  better  witness ,  "the 
"King  said  to  the  Prince-Royal:  *  My  dear  Son,  I  tell  thee  I 
"  *  got  my  death  at  Priort '  I  entreat  thee ,  above  all  things  in 
"  *the  world ,  don't  trust  those  people  (denen  Leuten),  however 
"*many  promises  they  make.  That  day,  it  was  April  17th, 
"^1733,  there  was  a  man  said  something  to  me:  it  was  as  if 
"  *you  had  turned  a  dagger  round  in  my  heart.' "  *  — 

Figure  that,  spoken  from  amid  the  dark  sick  whirl- 
pools, the  mortal  quicksands,  in  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
voice,  dangerously  plaintive;  what  a  wild  sincerity, 
almost  pathos,  is  in  it;  and  whether  Fritzcheh,  with  his 
eyes  all  bewept  even  for  what  Papa  had  suffered  in 
that  matter,  felt  lively  gratitudes  to  the  House  of  Austria 
at  this  moment!  — 

It  was  four  months  after,  "21st  January  1735,"** 
when  the  King  first  got  back  to  Berlin,  to  enlighten 
the  eyes  of  the  Carnival  a  little,  as  his  wont  had  been. 
The  crisis  of  his  Majesty's  illness  is  over,  present 
danger  gone;  and  the  Carnival  people,  not  without 
some  real  gladness,  though  probably  with  less  than  they 
pretend,  can  report  him  well  again.  Which  is  far  from 
being  the  fact,  if  they  knew  it.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  is 
on  his  feet  again;  but  he  never  more  was  well.     Nor 

•  8eckendorf(JBaroji):  Journal  Secret ;  cited  in  Ffirster,  IL  142. 
**  FaMmann,  p.  £88. 
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has  he  forgotten  that  word  at  Priort,  "like  the  turning 
of  a  dagger  in  one's  heart;"  —  and  indeed  gets  him- 
self continually  reminded  of  it  hj  practical  commen- 
taries from  the  Vienna  Quarter. 

In  April,  Prince  Lichtenstein  arrives  on  Embassy 
with  three  requests  or  demands  from  Vienna:  "l".That, 
"besides  the  Ten  Thousand  due  by  Treaty,  his  Majesty 
"would  send  his  Reich's-Contingent,"  —  not  compre- 
hended in  those  Ten  Thousand,  thinks  the  Kaiser. 
"2®.  That  he  would  have  the  goodness  to  dismiss  Mar- 
"quis  de  la  Ch^tardie  the  French  Ambassador,  as  a 
"plainly  superfluous  person  at  a  well-afltected  German 
"Court  in  present  circumstances;"  —  person  excessively 
dangerous,  should  the  present  Majesty  die,  Crown- 
Prince  being  so  fond  of  that  Ch^tardie.  "3".  That  his 
"Prussian  Majesty  do  give  up  the  false  Polish  Majesty 
"Stanislaus,  and  no  longer  harbour  him  in  East  Preus- 
"sen  or  elsewhere."  The  whole  of  which  demands  his 
Prussian  Majesty  refuses;  the  latter  two  especially,  as 
something  notably  high  on  the  Elaiser's  part,  or  on  any 
mortal's,  to  a  free  Sovereign  and  Gentleman.  Prince 
Lichtenstein  is  eloquent,  conciliatory;  but  it  avails  not 
He  has  to  go  home  empty-handed;  —  manages  to  leave 
with  Herr  von  Suhm,  who  took  care  of  it  for  us,  that 
Anecdote  of  the  Crown-Prince's  behaviour  under  cannon- 
shot  from  Philipsburg  last  year;  and  does  nothing  else 
recordable,  in  Berlin. 

The  Crown-Prince's  hopes  were  set,  with  all  eager- 
ness, on  getting  to  the  Bhine-Campaign  next  ensuing; 
nor  did  the  Eling  refuse,  for  a  long  while,  but  still  Ij^ie^ 
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did  he  consent;  and  in  the  end  there  came  nothing  of 
it  From  an  early  period  of  the  year,  Friedrich  Wil- 
hehn  sees  too  well  what  kind  of  campaigning  the  Kaiser 
will  now  itiake*,  at  a  certain  Wedding-dinner  where  his 
Majesty  was,  —  precisely  a  fortnight  after  his  Majesty^s 
arrival  in  Berlin,  -  Seekendorf  Junior  has  got,  by 
eavesdropping,  this  utterance  of  his  Majesty's:  "The 
"Kaiser  has  not  a  groschen  of  money.  ELis  Army  in 
"Lpmbardy  is  gone  to  Twenty-four  thousand  men,  will 
"ha«re  to  retire  into  the  Mountains.  Next  campaign" 
(just  coming),  "he  will  lose  Mantua  and  the  Tyrol. 
"God's  righteous  judgment  it  is:  a  War  like  this! 
"Comes  of  flinging  old  principles  overboard,  —  of 
"meddling  in  business  that  was  none  of  yours;"  and 
more,  of  a  plangent  alarming  nature.* 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  sends  back  his  Ten  Thousand, 
according  to  contracts;  sends,  over  and  above,  a  beau- 
tiM  stock  of  "copper  pontoons"  to  help  the  Imperial 
Majesty  in  that  River  Country,  says  Fassmann;  — 
sends  also  a  super-numerary  Troop  of  Hussars,  who 
are  worth  mentioning,  "Six-score  horse  of  Hussar  type," 
under  one  Captain  Ziethen,  a  taciturn,  much-enduring, 
much  observing  man,  whom  we  shall  see  again:  these 
are  to  be  diligently  helpful,  as  is  natural;  but  they  are 
also,  for  their  own  behoof,  to  be  diligently  observant, 
and  learn  the  Austrian  Hussar  methods,  which  his  Ma- 
jesty last  year  saw  to  be  much  superior.  Nobody 
that  knows  Ziethen  doubts  but  he  learnt;  Hussar-Colonel 
Baronay,  his  Austrian  teacher  here,  became  too  well 

•  FOnter,  li.  144  (and  4al0  it  from  Militair-Lexikon,  li.  54). ' 
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convinced  of  it  when  they  met  on  a  future  occasion.* 
All  this  his  Majesty  did  for  the  ensuing  campaign:  but 
as  to  the  Crown-Prince's  going  thither,  after  repeated 
requests  on  his  part,  it  is  at  last  signified  to  him,  deep 
in  the  season,  that  it  cannot  be:  "Won't  answer  for  a 
Crown-Prince  to  be  sharer  in  such  a  Campaign;  —  be 
patient,  my  good  Fritzchen,  I  will  find  other  work  for 
thee."  **  Fritzchen  is  sent  into  Preussen,  to  do  the  Re- 
viewings  and  Inspections  there;  Papa  not  being  able 
for  them  this  season;  and  strict  manifold  Inspection,  in 
those  parts,  being  more  than  usually  necessary,  owing  to 
the  Russian-Polish  troubles.'  On  this  errand,  which  is 
clearly  a  promotion,  though  in  present  circumstances 
not  a  welcome  one  for  the  Crown-Prince,  he  sets  out 
without  delay;  and  passes  there  the  equinoctial  and 
autumnal  season,  in  a  much  more  usefal  way  than  he 
could  have  done  in  the  Rhine-Campaign. 

In  the  Rhine-Moselle  Country  and  elsewhere,  the 
poor  Kaiser  does  exert  himself  to  make  a  Campaign 
of  it;  but  without  the  least  success.  Having  not  a 
groschen  of  money,  how  could  he  succeed?  Noailles, 
as  foreseen,  manoeuvres  him,  hitch  after  hitch,  out  of 
Italy;  French  are  greatly  superior,  more  especially 
when  Montemar,  having  once  got  Carlos  crowned  in 
Naples  and  put  secure,  comes  to  assist  the  French: 

*  Life  of  Ziethen  (veridical  bat  inexaot,  by  the  Fran  Yon  Blamenthal,  a 
kinswoman  of  his;  English  Translation,  very  iil  printed,  Berlin,  1808), 
p.  54. 

^*  Friedrich*s  Letter,  6th  September  1786;  Friedrioh  Wilhelm**  Answer 
next  day  (CEwres  de  Fridiric,  xxvii.  part  8d,  88-96). 
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E^ser  has  to  lean  for  shelter  on  the  Tyrol  Alps,  as 
predicted.  Italy,  all  but  some  sieging  of  strong  places, 
may  be  considered  as  lost  for  the  present 

Nor  on  the  Ehine  did  things  go  better.  Old  Eugene, 
^^the  shadow  of  himself,^'  had  no  more  effect  this  year 
than  last:  nor,  though  Lacy  and  Ten  Thousand  Rus- 
sians came  as  allies,  Poland  being  all  settled  now, 
could  the  least  good  be  done.  Reichs-Feldmarschall 
Karl  Alexander  of  Wtirtemberg  did  "bum  a  Magazine,^' 
(probably  of  hay  among  better  provender),  by  his 
bomb-shells,  on  one  occasion.  Also  the  Prussian  Ten 
Thousand,  —  Old  Dessauer  leading  them.  General 
Rbder  having  fallen  ill,  —  burnt  something:  an  Islet 
in  the  Rhine,  if  I  recollect,  "Islet  of  Lorch  near 
Bingen,"  where  the  French  had  a  post;  which  and 
whom  the  Old  Dessauer  burnt  away.  And  then  Seoken- 
dorf,  at  the  head  of  Thirty  Thousand,  he,  after  long 
delays,  marched  to  Trarbach  in  the  interior  Moselle 
Country;  and  got  into  some  explosive  sputter  of  battle 
with  Belleisle,  one  afternoon,  —  some  say,  rather 
beating  Belleisle;  but  a  good  judge  says,  it  was  a 
mutual  flurry  and  terror  they  threw  one  another  into.* 
Seckendorf  meant  to  try  again  on  the  morrow:  .but 
there  came  an  estafette  that  night:  "Preliminaries 
signed  (Vienna,  SdOctober  1735);  — try  no  farther!"** 
And  this  was  the  second  Rhine-Campaign,  and  the  ^ad 
of  the  Kaiser's  French  War.    The  Sea-Powers,  steadily 

*  (Euvres  de  Friddric ,  i.  168. 

**  '* Cessation*'  is  to  be,  6th  November  for  Germany,  15th  for  Italy; 
"Preliminaries"  were,  Vienna,  "8d  October"  1735  (SchSll,  ii.  245). 
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refusing  money,  diligently  nm  about,  offering  terms  of 
arbitration;  and  the  Kaiser,  beaten  at  every  point,  and 
reduced  to  his  last  groschen,  is  obliged  to  comply.  He 
will  have  a  pretty  bill  to  pay  for  his  Polish-Election 
frolic,  were  the  settlement  done!  Fleury  is  pacific,  frill 
of  bland  candour  to  the  Sea-Powers;  the  Kaiser,  after 
long  higgling  upon  articles,  will  have  to  accept  the  bill* 

The  Crown-Prince,  meanwhile,  has  a  successful 
journey  into  Preussen;  sees  new  interesting  scenes, 
Salzburg  Emigrants,  exiled  Polish  Majesties;  inspects 
the  soldiering,  the  schooling,  the  tax-gathering,  the 
domain-farming,  with  a  perspicacity,  a  dexterity  and 
completeness  that  much  pleases  Papa.  Fractions  of 
the  Reports  sent  home  exist  for  us;  let  the  reader  take 
a  glance  of  one  only;  the  first  of  the  series;  dated 
Marienwerder  (just  across  the  Weichsel,  fairly  out  of 
Polish  Preussen  and  into  our  own),  27th  September 
1735,  and  addressed  to  the  "Most  All-gracious  Eling 
and  Father;"  —  abridged  for  the  reader's  behoof: 

*  *  "In  Polish  Preussen,  lately  the  Seat  of  War,  things 
"look  hideously  waste;  one  sees  nothing  but  women  and  a 
"few  children;  it  is  said  the  people  are  mostly  rmming  away,*' 
—  owing  to  the  Russian-Polish  procedures  there,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  blessed  Election  they  have  had.  King  August, 
whom  your  Majesty  is  not  in  love  with,  has  prevailed  at  this 
rate  of  expense.  King  Stanislaus,  protected  by  your  Migesiy 
in  spite  of  Kaisers  and  Czarinas ,  waits  in  Konigsberg,  till  the 
Peace ,  now  supposed  to  be  coming ,  say  what  is  to  become  of 
him:  once  in  Konigsberg,  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  tj^ 
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him.  "A  detachment  of  five-and-twenty  Saxon  Dragoons  of 
''the  Regiment  Amstedt,  marching  towards  Dantzig,  met  me : 
"their  horses  were  in  tolerable  case;  but  some  are  piebald, 
"some  sorrel,  and  some  brown  among  them,"  which  will  be 
shocking  to  your  Msgesty,  "and  the  people  did  not  look 
"weU."  *  * 

"Got  hither  to  Marienwerder,  last  night:  have  inspected 
"the  two  Companies  which  are  here,  that  is  to  say,  Lieuten- 
"  ant-Col.  Meier's  and  Bittmeister  Hans*s.  In  very  good  trim, 
''both  of  them ;  and  though  neither  the  men  nor  their  horses 
"are  of  extraordinary  size,  they  are  handsome  well-drilled 
"fellows,  and  a  fine  set  of  stiff-built  horses  (gedrungenen 
^^Pferden).  The  fellows  sit  them  like  pictures  (reiten  wie  die 
^^Puppen);  I  saw  them  do  their  wheelings.  Meier  has  some 
"fine  recruits;  in  particular  two;"  —  nor  has  the  Rittmeister 
been  wanting  in  that  respect.  "Young  horses"  too  are 
coming  well  on,  sleek  of  skin.  In  short,  all  is  right  on  the 
militaiy  side.* 

Civil  business,  too,  of  all  kinds,  the  Crown-Prince 
looked  into,  with  a  sharp  intelligent  eye;  —  gave 
praise,  gave  censure  in  the  right  place;  pnt  various 
things  on  a  straight  footing,  which  were  awry  when  he 
found  them.  In  fact,  it  is  Papa^s  second  self;  looks 
into  the  bottom  of  all  things  quite  as  Papa  would  have 
done,  and  is  fatal  to  mendacities,  practical  or  vocal, 
wherever  he  i&eets  them.  What  a  joy  to  Papa:  "Here, 
after  all,  is  one  that  can  replace  me,  in  case  of  accident 
This  Apprentice  of  mine,  after  all,  he  has  fairly  learned 
the  Art;  and  will  continue  it  when  I  am  gone!"  — 

Yes,  your  Majesty,  it  is  a  Prince-Royal  wise  to  re- 

*  CEutres  de  FridSric,  xxviU  part  3d,  p.  97. 
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cogiiiso  jour  Majesty's  rough  wisdom,  on  all  maimer  of 
points;  will  not  be  a  Devil'S'/Wenc?,  I  think,  any  more 
than  your  Majesty  was.  Here  truly  are  rare  talents; 
like  your  Majesty  and  unlike:  —  and  has  a  steady 
swi^ess  in  him,  as  of  an  eagle,  over  and  above!  Such 
powers  of  practical  judgment,  of  skilful  action,  are  rare 
in  one's  twenty-third  year.  And  still  rarer,  have  readers 
noted  what  a  power  of  holding  his  peace,  this  young 
man  has?  Fruit  of  his  sufferings,  of  the  hard  life  he 
lias  had.  Most  important  power;  under  which  all  other 
useful  ones  will  more  and  more  ripen  for  him.  This 
Prince  already  knows  his  own  mind,  on  a  good  many 
points;  privately,  amid  the  world's  vague  clamour  jar- 
goning  round  him  to  no  purpose,  he  is  capable  of  having 
his  mind  made  up  into  definite  Yes  and  No,  —  so  as 
will  surprise  us  one  day. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm,  we  perceive,*  was  in  a  high 
degree  content  with  this  performance  of  the  Prussian 
Mission:  a  very  great  comfort  to  his  sick  mind,  in 
those  months  and  afterwards.  Here  are  talents,  here 
are  qualities,  —  visibly  the  Friedrich- Wilhelm  stuff 
throughout,  but  cast  in  an  infinitely  improved  type:  — 
what  a  blessing  we  did  not  cut  off  that  young  Head  at 
the  Kaiser's  dictation  in  former  years!  — 

At  K5nigsberg,  as  we  learn  in  a  dim  indirect  maor 
ner,  the  Orown-Prince  sees  King  Stanislaus  twice  or 
thrice,  —  not  formally,  lest  there  be  political  ofGano 
taken,  but  incidentally  at  the  houses  of  third-partieB;  "- 
and  is  much  pleased  with  the  old  gentleman;  who  ] 

«  His  Letter,  24th  Oct.  1785  ((EiwrM  dfi  FrMirie,  xzyII.  Qatt«4,^.M 


108   FRIBDRICh's  APPKBNTICESHIP,   last   stage,    [book  IX. 

Oct.  1785. 

of  cultivated  good-natured  ways,  and  Has  sorely  many 
curious  things,  from  Charles  XII.  downwards,  to  tell  a 
young  man.*  Stanislaus  has  abundance  of  useless  re- 
^gee  Polish  Magnates  about  him,  with  their  useless 
crowds  of  servants,  and  no  money  in  pocket;  Kbnigs- 
berg  all  on  flutter,  with  their  draperies  and  them,  "like 
a  little  Warsaw:"  so  that  Stanislaus's  big  French  Pen- 
sion, moderate  Prussian  monthly  allowance,  and  all 
resources,  are  inadequate;  and,  in  fact,  in  the  end, 
these  Magnates  had  to  vanish,  many  of  them,  without 
settling  their  accounts  in  KSnigsberg.**  For  the  pre- 
sent, they  wait  here,  Stanislaus  and  they,  till  Fleury 
and  the  Kaiser,  shaking  the  urn  of  doom  in  abstruse 
treaty  after  battle,  decide  what  is  to  become  of  them. 

Friedrich  returned  to  Dantzig;  saw  that  famous 
City,  and  late  scene  of  War;  tracing  with  lively  in- 
terest the  footsteps  of  Mtlnnich  and  his  Siege  opera- 
tions ,  —  some  of  which  are  much  blamed  by  judges, 
and  by  this  yoimg  Soldier  among  the  rest.  There  is  a 
pretty  Letter  of  his  from  Dantzig,  turning  mainly  on 
those  points.  Letter  written  to  his  young  Brother-in- 
law,  Karl  of  Brunswick,  who  is  now  become  Duke 
there;  Grandfather  and  Father  both  dead;***  and  has 
just  been  blessed  with  an  Heir,  to  boot.  Congratulation 
on  the  birth  of  this  Heir  is  the  formal  purport  of  the 
Letter,  though  it  runs  ever  and  anon  into  a  military 
strain.     Here  are  some  sentences  in  a  condensed  form: 

*  Came  Sth  October,  went  21st;  CEmres  deFr^dMe  xxvii.  part  8d,  p.  98. 
**  History  of  Stanislaus* 

***  Grandfather,  Ist  March  1785;  Father  (who  lost  the  Lines  of  EttUngen 
lately  in  oar  sight),  8d  September  1735.    Supr^,  vol.  iv,  219. 
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''Danizig,'2m  October  1735.  *  *  Thank  my  dear  Sister 
*^  for  her  services.  I  am  charmed  that  she  has  made  you  papa 
"with  so  good  a  grace.  I  fear  you  won't  stop  there ;  but  will 
"go  on  peopling  the  world,"  —  one  knows  not  to  what  extent, 
" —  "with  your  amiable  race.  Would  have  written  sooner; 
"  but  I  am  just  returning  from  the  depths  of  the  barbarous 
"  Countries ;  and  having  been  charged  with  innumerable  com- 
" missions  which  I  did  not  understand  too  well,  had  no  good 
"  possibility  to  think  or  to  write. 

"  I  have  viewed  all  the  Russian  labours  in  these  parts ;  have 
"had  the  assault  on  the  Hagelsberg  narrated  to  me;  been  on 
"the  grounds;  —  and  own  I  had  a  better  opinion  of  Marshal 
"  Muunich  than  to  think  him  capable  of  so  distracted  an  enter- 
"  prise.*  *  *  Adieu,  my  dear  Brother.  My  compliments  to 
"the  amiable  young  Mother.  Tell  her,  I  beg  you,  that  her 
"proof-essays  are  masterpieces  (coups  d^essaisont  des  coups  de 
mattre):'    *  *    «  Your  most,"  &c.  —  "  FrAdiSric." 

The  Brunswick  Masterpiece,  achieved  on  this  occa- 
sion, grew  to  be  a  man  and  Duke,  famous  enough  in 
the  Newspapers  in  time  coming:  Champagne,  1792; 
Jena,  1806;  George  IV.*s  Queen  Caroline;  these  and 
other  distracted  phenomena  (pretty  much  blotting  out 
the  earlier  better  sort),  still  keep  him  hanging  painfully 
in  men's  memory.  From  his  birth,  now  in  this  Prus- 
sian Journey  of  our  Crown-Prince,  to  his  death-stroke 
on  the  Field  of  Jena,  what  a  Seventy-one  years!  — 

*  CEuvres  de  Fred6ric,  zxyii.  part  2d,  p.  81.  Pressed  for  time,  and  in 
want  of  battering  cannon,  be  attempted  to  seize  this  Hagelsberg,  one  of  the 
outlying  defences  of  Dantzig,  by  noctnrnal  storm;  lost  two  thousand  men; 
and  retired,  withovi  doing  **what  was  flatly  impossible,**  thinks  the  Grown* 
Prince.    See  Mannstein,  pp.  77-79,  for  an  aoeoont  of  it. 
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Fleuiy  and  the  Kaiser,  thougli  it  is  long  before  the 
signature  and  last  finish  can  take  place,  are  come  to 
terms  of  settlement,  at  the  Crown-Prince's  return;  and 
it  is  known,  in  political  circles,  what  the  Kaiser^s 
Polish-Election  damages  will  probably  amount  to.  Here 
are,  in  substance,  the  only  conditions  that  could  be  got 
for  him: 

"1®.  Baby  Carlos ,  crowned  in  Naples ,  cannot  be  pulled 
''out  again:  Naples,  the  Two  Sicilies,  are  gone  without  retain. 
"That  is  the  first  loss;  please  Heaven  it  be  the  worst!  On 
"the  other  hand,  Baby  Carlos  will,  as  some  faint  compensation, 
"  surrender  to  your  Imperial  Majesty  his  Parma  and  Piacenza 
"apanages;  and  you  shall  get  back  your  Lombardy,  —  all 
"but  a  scantling  which  we  fling  to  the  Sardinian  Majesty; 
"who  is  a  good  deal  huffed,  having  had  possession  of  the 
"Milanese,  these  two  years  past,  in  terms  of  his  bargain  with 
"Fleuiy.  Pacific  Fleury  says  to  him:  'Bargain  cannot  be 
" '  kept,  your  Majesty ;  please  to  quit  the  Milanese  again ,  and 
"  'put  up  with  this  scantling." 

"2".  The  Crown  of  Poland,  August  III.  has  got  it,  by 
"Russian  bombardings  and  other  measures:  Crown  shaU  stay 
"with  August,  —  aU  the  rather  as  there  would  be  no  dis- 
" possessing  him,  at  this  stage.  He  was  your  Imperial 
"Majesty's  Candidate;  let  him  be  the  winner  there,  for  your 
"Imperial  Majesty's  comfort. 

"3*.  And  then  as  to  poor  Stanislaus?  Well,  let  Stanis- 
"laus  be  Titular  Majesty  of  Poland  for  life;  —  which  indeed 
"  will  do  little  for  him :  —  but  in  addition ,  we  propose ,  That, 
"the  Dukedom  of  Lorraine  being  now  in  our  hands,  Majesty 
"Stanislaus  have  the  life-rent  of  Lorraine  to  subsist  upon; 
"  and  —  and  that  Lorraine  fall  to  us  of  France  on  his  decease! 
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"  —  *  Lorraine  ? '  exclaim  the  Kaiser ,  and  the  Reich ,  and  the 
"Kaiser's  intended  Son-in-law  Franz  Duke  of  Lorraine. 
"There  is  indeed  a  loss  and  a  disgrace;  a  heavy  item  in  the 
"  Election  damages ! 

"40.  As  to  Duke  Franz,  there  is  a  remedy.  The  old 
"Duke  of  Florence,  last  of  the  Medici,  is  about  to  die  childless: 
"let  the  now  Duke  of  Lorraine,  your  Imperial  Majesty's 
"intended  Son-in-law,  have  Florence  instead.  —  And  so  it  had 
"  to  be  settled.  *  Lorraine?  To  Stanislaus,  to  France?'  ex- 
"  claimed  the  poor  Kaiser,  still  more  the  poor  Reich ,  and  poor 
"Duke  Franz.  This  was  the  bitterest  cut  of  all;  but  there 
"  was  no  getting  past  it.  This  too  had  to  be  allowed ,  this  item 
' '  for  the  Election  breakages  in  Poland.  And  so  France ,  after 
"nibbling  for  several  centuries,  swallows  Lorraine  whole. 
"Duke  Franz  attempted  to  stand  out;  remonstrated  much, 
"with  Kaiser  and  Hofrath,  at  Vienna,  on  this  unheard-of 
"proposal :  but  they  told  him  it  was  irremediable ;  told  him  at 
"  last  (one  Bartenstein ,  a  famed  Aulic  Official ,  told  him) ,  '  No 
"* Lorraine,  no  Archduchess,  your  Serenity!'  —  and  Franz 
"had  to  comply.  Lorraine  is  gone;  cunning  Fleury  has 
"  swallowed  it  whole.  *  That  was  what  he  meant  in  picking 
"* this  quarrel!'  said  Teutschland  mournfully.  Fleury  was 
"  very  pacific ,  candid  in  aspect  to  the  Sea-Powers  and  others; 
"  and  did  not  crow  aiOictively,  did  not  say  what  he  had  meant. 

"5®.  One  immense  consolation  for  the  Kaiser,  if  for  no 
"other,  is:  France  guarantees  the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  — 
"though  with  very  great  difficulty;  spending  a  couple  of 
"  years ,  chiefly  on  this  latter  point  as  was  thought.  *  How  it 
"kept  said  guarantee,  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel." 

And  these  were  the  damages  the  poor  Kaiser  had 
to  pay  for  meddling  in  Polish  Elections;  for  galloping 

•  Treaty  on  it  not  signed  till  18th  Novcm\)«t  n%&  ^^<^^^»\\,^^.*i«»^• 
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thither  in  chase  of  his  Shadows.  No  such  accoiint  of 
broken  windows  was  ever  presented  to  a  man  before. 
This  may  be  considered  as  the  consummation  of  the 
Kaiser's  Shadow-Himt;  or  at  least  its  igniting  and  ex- 
ploding point  His  Duel  with  the  Termagant  has  at 
last  ended;  in  total  defeat  to  him  on  every  point 
Shadow-Hunt  does  not  end;  though  it  is  now  mostly 
vanished;  exploded  in  fire.  Shadow-Hunt  is  now  gone 
all  to  Pragmatic  Sanction,  as  it  were:  that  now  is  the 
one  thing  left  in  Nature  for  a  Kaiser;  and  that  he  will 
love,  and  chase,  as  the  summary  of  all  things.  From 
this  point  he  steadily  goes  down,  and  at  a  rapid  rate; 
—  getting  into  disastrous  Turk  Wars,  with  as  little 
preparation  for  War  or  Fact  as  a  life-long  Hunt  of 
Shadows  presupposes;  Eugene  gone  from  him,  and 
nothing  but  Seckendorfs  to  manage  for  him;  —  and 
sinks  to  a  low  pitch  indeed.  We  will  leave  him  here; 
shall  hope  to  see  but  little  more  of  him. 

In  the  Summer  of  1736,  in  consequence  of  these 
arrangements,  —  which  were  completed  so  far,  though 
difficulties  on  Pragmatic  Sanction  and  other  points 
retarded  the  final  signature  for  many  months  longer,  — 
the  Titular  Majesty  Stanislaus,  girt  himself  together  for 
departure  towards  his  new  Dominion  or  Life-rent; 
quitted  K6nigsberg;  traversed  Prussian  Poland,  safe 
this  time,  "under  escort  of  Lieutenant-General  von 
Katte"  (our  poor  Katte  of  Gastrin's  Father)  "and  ^Stj 
cuirassiers;"  reached  Berlin  in  the  middle  of  May, 
under  flowerier  aspects  than  usual.  He  travelled  under 
the  title  of  "Count"  Something,  and  alighted   at  the 
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French  Ambassador's  in  Berlin:  but  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
treated  him  like  a  real  Majesty,  almost  like  a  real 
Brother;  had  him  over  to  the  Palace;  rushed  out  to 
meet  him  there,  I  forget  how  many  steps  beyond  the 
proper  limits;  and  was  hospitality  itself  and  munifi- 
cence itself;  —  and,  in  fact,  that  night  and  all  the 
other  nights,  "they  smoked  above  thirty  pipes  together," 
for  one  item.  May  21st,  1736,*  Ex-Majesty  Stanislaus 
went  on  his  way  again;  towards  France,  —  towards 
Meudon,  a  quiet  Eoyal  House  in  France,  —  till  Lun^- 
ville,  Nanci,  and  their  Lorraine  Palaces  are  quite  ready. 
There,  in  these  latter,  he  at  length  does  find  resting- 
place,  poor  innocent  insipid  mortal,  after  such  tossings 
to  and  fro:  and  M.  de  Voltaire,  and  others  of  mark, 
having  sometimes  enlivened  the  insipid  Court  there. 
Titular  King  Stanislaus  has  still  a  kind  of  remembrance 
among  mankind. 

Of  his  Prussian  Majesty  we  said  that,  though  the 
Berlin  populations  reported  him  well  again,  it  was  not 
so.  The  truth  is,  his  Mi^esty  was  never  again  well. 
From  this  point,  age  only  forty-seven,  he  continues 
broken  in  bodily  constitution;  clogged  more  and  more 
with  physical  impediments;  and  his  History,  personal 
and  political  withal,  is  as  that  of  an  old  man,  finishing 
his  day.     To  the  last  he  pulls  steadily,  neglecting  no 

•  FSrster  (f.  227),  following  loose  PSlInitz  (ii.  478),  dates  It  1785:  a 
mor«  considerable  error,  if  looked  into,  than  is  nsnal  in  Uerr  Ffirster;  who 
ia  not  an  ill-informed  nor  inexact  man;  —  though,  alas,  in  respect  of 
method  (that  is  to  say,  want  of  visible  method ,  indication,  or  haman  ar<* 
rangement),  probably  the  moat  confUied  of  all  the  Germane  I 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great'  Y*  %  ^ 
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business,  suffering  nothing  to  go  wrong.  Building  ope- 
rations go  on  at  Berlin;  pushed  more  than  ever,  in 
these  years,  by  the  rigorous  Derschau,  who  has  got 
that  in  charge.  No  man  of  money  or  rank  in  Berlin 
but  Derschau  is  upon  him,  with  heavier  and  heavier 
compulsion  to  build:  which  is  felt  to  be  tyrannous;  and 
occasions  an  ever-deepening  grumble  among  the  mo- 
neyed classes.  At  Potsdam  his  Majesty  himself  is  the 
Builder;  and  gives  the  Houses  away  to  persons  of 
merit.  * 

Nor  is  the  Army  less  an  object,  perhaps  almost 
more.  Nay  at  one  time,  old  Kur-Pfalz  being  reckoned 
in  a  dying  condition,  Friedrioh  Wilhelm  is  about  rank- 
ing his  men,  prepared  to  fight  for  his  rights  in  Jtilich 
and  Berg;  Kaiser  having  openly  gone  over,  and  joined 
with  France  against  his  Majesty  in  that  matter.  How- 
ever, the  old  Kur-Pfalz  did  not  die,  and  there  came 
nothing  of  fight  in  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  time.  But  his 
History,  on  the  political  side,  is  henceforth  mainly  a 
commentary  to  him  on  that  ^Vord"  he  heard  in  Priort, 
^' which  was  as  if  you  had  turned  a  dagger   in    my 

heartP    With  the  Kaiser  he  is  fallen  out:  t^iere  arise 

• 

unfriendly  passages  between  them,  sometimes  sarcastic 
on  Friedrich  Wilhelm^s  part,  in  reference  to  this  very 
War  now  ended.  Thus,  when  complaint  rose  about 
die  Prussian  misbehaviours  on  their  late  marches  (mis> 
behaviours  notable  in  Countries  where  their  recruiting 
operations  had  been  troubled),  the  Kaiser  took  a  high 
severe  tone,    not    assuaging,    rather   aggravating   the 

«  PQUnits,  ii.  469. 


CHAP.  XI.]  END  OF  WAB.  115 

May  1786. 

» 

matter;  and,  for  his  own  share,  winded  up  by  a  strict 
prohibition  of  Prussian  recruiting  in  any  and  every  part 
of  the  Imperial  Dominions.  Which  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
took  extremely  ill.  This  is  from  a  Letter  of  his  to  the 
Crown-Prince,  and  after  the  first  gust  of  wrath  had 
spent  itself:  "It  is  a  clear  disadvantage,  this  prohibition 
"of  recruiting  in  the  Kaiser's  Countries.  That  is  our 
"thanks  for  the  Ten  Thousand  men  sent  him,  and  for 
"all  the  deference  I  have  shown  the  Kaiser  at  all 
"times;  and  by  this  you  may  see  that  it  would  be  of 
"no  use  if  one  even  sacrificed  oneself  to  him.  So  long 
"as  they  need  us,  they  continue  to  flatter;  but  no 
"sooner  is  the  strait  thought  to  be  over,  and  help  not 
"wanted,  than  they  pull  off  the  mask,  and  have  not 
"the  least  acknowledgment  The  considerations  that 
"will  occur  to  you  on  this  matter  may  put  it  in  your 
"power  to  be  prepared  against  similar  occasions  in  time 
"coming."* 

Thus,  again,  in  regard  to  the  winter-quarters  of  the 
Ziethen  Hussars.  Prussian  Majesty,  we  recollect,  had 
sent  a  Supernumerary  Squadron  to  the  last  Campaign 
on  the  Ehine.  They  were  learning  their  business, 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  knew;  but  also  were  fighting  for 
the  Kaiser,  —  that  was  what  the  K!aiser  knew  about 
them.  Somewhat  to  his  surprise,  in  the  course  of  next 
year,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  received,  from  the  Vienna 
War-Office,  a  little  Bill  of  10,284  florins  (1,028Z.  Ss.), 
charged  to  him  for  the  winter-quarters  of  these  Hussan. 
He  at  once  paid  the  little  Bill,  with  only  this  observa- 

•  6th  Febrasry  1786 ;  (Ewrea  d6  FrMino,  xxyU.  part  8d^  ^,  V^. 
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tion:  '^Heartily  glad  that  I  can  help  the  Imperial  JEra- 
^^rium  with  that  lfi28L  8s,  With  the  sincerest  wishes 
^'for  hundred  thousandfold  increase  to  it  in  said  uEra- 
*'^rium;  otherwise  it  won't  go  very  far!"* 

At  a  later  period,  in  the  course  of  his  disastrous 
Turk  War,  the  Kaiser,  famishing  for  money,  set  about 
borrowing  a  million  gulden  (100,000/.)  from  the  Bank- 
ing House  Splittgerber  and  Daun  at  Berlin.  Splitt- 
gerber  and  Daun  had  not  the  money,  could  not  raise 
it:  "Advance  us  that  sum,  in  their  name^  your  Majesty," 
proposes  the  Vienna  Court:  "There  shall  be  three-per- 
cent bonus,  interest  six  per  cent,  and  security  beyond 
all  question!"  To  which  £ne  offer  his  Majesty  answers, 
addressing  Seckendorf  Junior:  "Touching  the  proposal 
"of  my  lifting  the  Bankers  Splittgerber  and  Daun  up 
"behind  me,  with  a  miUibn  gulden,  to  assist  in  that  loan 
"of  theirs,  —  said  proposal,  as  I  am  not  a  merchant 
"accustomed  to  deal  in  profits  and  percentages,  cannot 
"in  that  form  take  effect  Out  of  old  friendship,  how- 
"cYer,  I  am,  on  Theiro  Imperial  Majesty's  request,  ex- 
"tremely  ready  to  pay  down,  once  and  away  (d  fond 
^^ perdu)  <f  a  couple  of  million  gulden,  provided  the  Ln- 
"perial  Majesty  will  grant  me  the  conditions  known  to 
"your  Uncle"  (fulfilment  of  that  now  oldish  Jtilich-and- 
Berg  promise,  namely!),  "which  are  fair.  In  such 
"case  the  thing  shall  be  rapidly  completed!"** 

In  a  word,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  falls  out  with  the 
Kaiser  more  and  more;    experiences   more  and  more 

*  Letter  to  Seckendorf  {Senior) :  Forster,  ii.  160. 
««  F(jr«ter,  ii.  151  (withoat  dale  there). 


CHIP.  XI.]  END  OF  WAR.  117 

May  1786. 

what  a  Kaiser  this  has  been  towards  him.  Queen 
Sophie  has  fallen  silent  in  the  History-Books;  both  the 
Majesties  may  look  remorsefiiUy,  but  perhaps  best  in 
silence,  over  the  breakages  and  wrecks  this  Kaiser  has 
brought  upon  them.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  does  not  meanly 
hate  the  Kaiser:  good  man,  he  sometimes  pities  him; 
sometimes,  we  perceive,  has  a  touch  of  authentic  con- 
tempt for  him.  But  his  thoughts,  in  that  quarter,  pre- 
mature old  age  aggravating  them,  are  generally  of  a 
tragic  nature,  not  to  be  spoken  without  tears;  and  the 
tears  have  a  flash  at  the  bottom  of  them,  when  he  looks 
round  on  Fritz  and  says,  "There  is  one,  though,  that 
will  avenge  me!"  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  to  the  last  a 
broad  strong  phenomenon,  keeps  wending  downward, 
homeward,  from  this  point;  the  Elaiser  too,  we  perceive, 
is  rapidly  consummating  his  enormous  Spectre-Hunts 
and  Duels  with  Termagants,  and  before  long  will  be 
at  rest.  We  are  well-nigh  done  with  both  these  Ma- 
jesties. 

The  Crown-Prince,  by  his  judicious  obedient  pro- 
cedures in  these  Four  Years  at  Ruppin,  at  a  distance 
from  Papa,  has,  as  it  were,  completed  his  Apprentice- 
ship; and,  especially  by  this  last  Inspection- Journey 
into  Preussen,  may  be  said  to  have  delivered  his  Proof- 
Essay  with  a  distinguished  success.  He  is  now  out  of 
his  Apprenticeship ;  entitled  to  lift  his  Indentures,  when-  ■ 

ever  need  shall  be.     The  rugged  old  Master  cannot  1 

but  declare  him  competent,  qualifled  to  try  his  own 
hand  without  supervision:  —  after  all  tUo^^  ^w!&«»t^-<^il 


■  '•^.■^' 
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concisions,  like  to  set  the  shop  on  fire  at  one  time,  it 
is  a  blessedly  successful  Apprenticeship!  Let  him  now, 
theoretically  at  least,  in  the  realms  of  Art,  Literature, 
Spiritual  Lnprovement,  do  his  Wanderjakre,  over  at 
Reinsberg,  still  in  the  old  region,  —  still  well  apart 
from  Papa,  who  agrees  best  not  in  immediate  contact; 
—  and  be  happy  in  the  new  Domesticities,  and  larger 
opportunities,  provided  for  him  there;  till  a  certain  time 
come,  which  none  of  us  are  in  haste  for. 
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qPAPTER  I. 

MANSION  OF  REINSBERG. 

On  the  Crown-Prince's  Marriage,  three  years  ago, 
when  the  Ami  or  Goyemment-District  Euppm,  with  its 
incomings,  was  assigned  to  him  for  revenue,  we  heard 
withal  of  a  Eesidence  getting  ready.  Hint  had  fall^ 
from  the  Prince,  That  Eeinsberg,  an  old  Couutry-seat, 
standing  with  its  Domain  round  it  in  that  little  Terri* 
tory  of  Kuppin,  and  probably  purchaseable  as  was 
understood,  might  be  pleasant,  were  it  once  his  and 
well  put  in  repair.  Which  hint  the  kind  paternal  Ma- 
jesty instantly  proceeded  to  act  upon.  He  straightway 
gave  orders  for  the  purchase  of  Eeinsberg;  concluded 
said  purchase,  on  fair  terms,  after  some  months  bar- 
gaining;* —  and  set  his  best  Architect,  one  Remoter, 
to  work,  in  concert  witli  the  Crown-Prince,  to  new- 
build  and  enlarge  the  decayed  Schloss  of  Eeinsberg 
into  such  a  Mansion  as  the  young  Koyal  Highness  and 
his  Wife  would  like. 

Kemeter  has  been  busy,  all  this  while;  a  solid,  ele- 
gant, yet  frugal  builder:  and  now  the  main  body  of  the 
Mansion  is  complete,  or  nearly  so,  the  wings  and  ad- 
juncts going  steadily  forward;  Mansion  so  far  ready 

*  23d  October  1733,  order  given,  •—  16th  March  1784,  purchase  completed 
(Pronss,  i.  75], 
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that  the  Eoyal  Highnesses  can  take  up  their  abode  in 
it  Which  they  do,  this  Autqmn,  1736;  and  fairly 
commence  Joint  Housekeeping,  in  a  permanent  maimer. 
Hitherto  it  has  been  intermittent  only:  hitiberto  the 
Crown-Princess  has  resided  in  their  Berlin  Mansion,  or 
in  her  own  Country-House  at  Schonhausen;  Husband 
not  habitually  with  her,  except  when  on  leave  of  ab- 
sence from  Ruppin,  in  Carnival  time  or  for  shorter 
periods.  At  Euppin  his  life  has  been  rather  that  of  a 
bachelor,  or  husband  abroad  on  business,  up  to  this 
time.  But  now  at  Eeinsberg  they  do  kindle  the  sacred 
hearth  together;  "6th  August  1736"  the  date  of  that 
important  event.  They  have  got  their  Court  about 
them,  dames  and  cavaliers  more  than  we  expected; 
they  have  arranged  the  ftimitures  of  their  existence 
here  on  fit  scale,  and  set  up  their  Lares  and  Penates 
on  a  thrifty  footing.  Majesty  and  Queen  come  out  on 
a  visit  to  them  next  month;*  —  raising  the  sacred 
hearth  into  its  furst  considerable  blaze,  and  crowning 
the  operation  in  a  human  manner. 

And  so  there  has  a  new  epoch  arisen  for  the  Grown- 
Prince  and  his  Consort.  A  new,  and  much  improved 
one.  It  lasted  into  the  fourth  year;  rather  improving 
all  the  way:  and  only  Kingship,  which,  if  a  higher 
sphere,  was  a  far  less  pleasant  one,  put  an  end  to  it 
Friedrich^s  happiest  time  was  this  at  Eeinsberg;  the 
little  Four  Years  of  Hope,  Composure,  realisable  Ide- 
alism: an  actual  snatch  of  something  like  the  IdyUiCi 
appointed  him  in  a  life-pilgrimage  consisting  otherwise 

«  4th  September  1736  (lb.). 
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of  realisms  oftenest  contradictory  enongli,  and  some- 
times of  very  ^m  complexion.  He  is  master  of  his 
work,  he  is  adjusted  to  the  practical  conditions  set 
him:  conditions  once  complied  with,  daily  work  done, 
he  lives  to  the  Muses,  to  the  spiritual  improvements,  to 
the  social  enjoyments;  and  has,  though  not  without 
flaws  of  ill  weather,  —  from  the  Tobacco-Parliament 
perhaps  rather  less  than  formerly,  and  from  the  Finance- 
quarter  perhaps  rather  more. -a  sunny  time.  His  in- 
nocent  insipidity  of  a  Wife,  too,  appears  to  have  been 
happy.  She  had  the  charm  of  youth,  of  good  looks;  a 
wholesome  perfect  loyalty  of  character  withal;  and  did 
not  "take  to  pouting,"  as  was  once  apprehended  of  her, 
but  pleasantly  gave  and  received  of  what  was  going. 
This  poor  Crown-Princess,  afterward  Queen,  has  been 
heard,  in  her  old  age,  reverting,  in  a  touching  transient 
way,  to  the  glad  days  she  had  at  Eeinsberg.  Com- 
plaint openly  was  never  heard  from  her,  in  any  kind 
of  days;  but  these  doubtless  were  the  best  of  her  life. 

Eeinsberg,  we  said,  is  in  the  Amt  Euppin;  naturally 
under  the  Crown-Prince's  government  at  present:  the 
little  Town  or  Village  of  Eeinsberg  stands  about  ten 
miles  north  of  the  Town  Euppin;  —  not  quite  a  third- 
part  as  big  as  Euppin  is  in  our  time,  and  much  more 
pleasantly  situated.  The  country  about  is  of  comfortr 
able,  not  unpicturesque  character;  to  be  distinguished 
almost  as  beautifril,  in  that  region  of  sand  and  moor. 
Lakes  abound  in  it;  tilled  fields,  heights  called  "hills;" 
and  wood  of  fair  growth,  —  one  reads  of  "beechr 
av^QLues,"    of   "high    linden-avenues:"  —    ^ 
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rather  of  the  ornamented  sort,  before  the  Prince  with 
his  improvements  settled  there.  Many  lakes  and 
lakelets  in  it,  as  nsual  hereabouts;  the  loitering  waters 
straggle,  all  over  that  region,  into  meshes  of  lakes. 
Eeinsberg  itself.  Village  and  Schloss,  stands  on  the 
edge  of  a  pleasant  Lake,  last  of  a  mesh  of  such:  the 
summary^  or  outfall,  of  which,  already  here  a  good 
strong  brook  or  stream,  is  called  tlie  Bhein,  Rhyn,  or 
Kein;  and  gives  name  to  the  little  place.  We  heard 
of  the  Eein  at  Euppin:  it  is  there  counted  as  a  kind 
of  river;  still  more,  twenty  miles  farther  down,  where 
it  falls  into  the  Havel,  on  its  way  to  the  Elbe.  The 
waters,  I  think,  are  drab-coloured,  not  peat-brown:  and 
here,  at  the  source,  or  outfall  &om  that  mesh  of  lakes, 
where* Eeinsberg  is,  the  country  seems  to  be  about  the 
best;  —  sufficient,  in  picturesqueness  and  otherwise,  to 
satisfy  a  reasonable  man. 

The  little  Town  is  very  old;  but,  till  the  Crown- 
Prince  settled  there,  had  no  peculiar  vitality  in  it.  I 
think  there  are  now  some  potteries,  glass-maniLfactories: 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  just  while  the  Crown-Prince  was 
removing  thither,  settled  a  first  Glass-work  there;  which 
took  good  root,  and  rose  to  eminence  in  the  crystal, 
Bohemian-crystal,  white-glass,  cut-glass,  and  other 
commoner  lines,  in  the  Crown-Prince's  time.* 

Eeinsberg  stands  on  the  east  or  southeast  side  of 
its  pretty  Lake:  Lake  is  called  "the  Grinerick  See*^ 
(as  all  those  remote  Lakes  have  their  names);  Mansion 

*  Beschreibung  des  Lustschtosses  &c.  zu  Reinsberg  (Berlin,  1778).    Author, 
•  *Lieotenant  Geimert,'  tboronghly  acqaaioted  wUh  his  subject. 
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is  between  the  Town  and  Lake.  A  Mansion  fronting, 
we  may  say,  foilr  ways;  for  it  is  of  quadrangular  form, 
with  a  wet  moat  from  the  Lake  begirdling  it,  and  has 
a  spacious  court  for  interior:  but  the  principal  entrance 
is  from  the  Town  side;  for  the  rest,  the  Building  is 
ashlar  on  all  sides,  front  and  rear.  Stands  there,  hand- 
somely abutting  on  the  Lake  with  two  Towers,  a 
Tower  at  each  angle,  which  it  has  on  that  lakeward  side; 
and  looks,  over  Keinsberg,  and  its  steeple  rising  amid 
friendly  umbrage  which  hides  the  housetops,  towards 
the  rising  sun.  Townward  there  is  room  for  a  spacious 
esplanade;  and  then  for  the  stables,  outbuildings,  well 
masked;  which  still  farther  shut  off  the  Town.  To 
this  day,  Keinsberg  stands  with  the  air  of  a  solid 
respectable  Edifice;  still  massive,  rain-tight,  though 
long  since  deserted  by  the  Princeships,  —  by  Friedrich 
nearly  six-score  years  ago,  and  nearly  three-score  by 
Prince  Henri,  a  Brother  of  Friedrich's,  who  afterwards 
had  it.  Last  accoimts  I  got  were,  of  talk  there  had 
risen  of  planting  an  extensive  Normal-School  there; 
which  promising  plan  had  been  laid  aside  again  for 
the  time. 

The  old  Schloss,  residence  of  the  Bredows  and 
other  feudal  people  for  a  long  while,  had  good  solid 
masonry  in  it,  and  around  it  orchards,  potherb  gard^is; 
which  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  Architects  took  good  care 
to  extend  and  improve,  not  to  throw  away:  the  result 
of  their  art  is  what  we  see,  a  beautiful  Country-Honse, 
what  might  be  called  a  Country-Palace  with  all  its 
adjuncts;  —  and  at  a  rate  of  expense  whicli  'vo\ii^i2&. 
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English  readers,  of  this  tinie,  with  amazement  Mach  is 
admirable  to  us  as  we  study  Eeinsberg,  what  it  had  been, 
what  it  became,  and  how  it  was  made;  but  nothing more 
so  than  the  small  modicum  of  money  it  cost.  To  our 
wondering  thought,  it  seems  as  if  the  shilling,  in  those 
parts,  were  equal  to  the  guinea  in  these;  and  the  reason, 
if  we  ask  it,  is  by  no  means  flattering  altogether. 
"Change  in  the  value  of  money?"  Alas,  reader,  no; 
that  is  not  above  the  fourth  part  of  the  phenomenon. 
Three-fourths  of  the  phenomenon  are  change  in  the 
methods  of  administering  money,  —  difference  between 
managing  it  with  wisdom  and  veracity  on  both  sides, 
and  managing  it  with  unwisdom  and  mendacity  on  both 
sides.  Which  is  very  great  indeed;  and  infinitely 
sadder  than  any  one,  in  these  times,  will  believe!  — 
But  we  cannot  dwell  on  this  consideration.  Let  the 
reader  take  it  with  him,  as  a  constant  accompaniment 
in  whatever  work  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  or  of  Fried- 
rich  his  Son^s,  he  now  or  at  any  other  time  may  be 
contemplating.  Impious  waste,  which  means  disorder 
and  dishonesty,  and  loss  of  much  other  than  money  to 
all  parties,  —  disgusting  aspect  of  hxmian  creatures, 
master  and  servant,  working  together  as  if  they  were 
not  human,  —  will  be  spared  him  in  those  foreign 
departments;  and  in  an  English  heart,  thoughts  will 
arise,  perhaps,  of  a  wholesome  tendency,  though  very 
sad,  as  times  are. 

It  would  but  weary  the  reader  to  describe  this 
Crown-Prince  Mansion;  which,  by  desperate  study  of 
our  abstruse  materials,  it  is  possible  to  do  with  aao- 
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tioneer  minuteness.  There  are  engraved  Vieios  of 
Beinsberg  and  its  Environs',  which  used  to  lie  con- 
Bpieuous  in  the  portfolios  of  collectors,  —  which  I  have 
not  seen.*  Of  the  House  itself,  engraved  Frontages 
(Fagades),  Groundplans,  are  more  accessible;  and  along 
with  them,  descriptions  which  are  little  descriptive,  — 
•wfiaii8ome\j  detailed,  and  as  it  were  dark  by  excess 
of  light  (auctioneer  light)  thrown  on  them.  The  reader 
Bees,  in  general,  a  fine  symmetrical  Block  of  Buildings, 
standing  in  rectangular  shape,  in  the  above  locality: 
—  about  two  hundred  English  feet,  each,  the  two 
longer  sides  measure,  the  Townward  and  the  Lake- 
ward,  on  their  outer  front:  about  a  hundred  and  thirty, 
each,  the  two  shorter;  or  a  hundred  and  fifty,  taking 
in  their  Towers  just  spoken  of.  The  fourth  or  Lake- 
ward  side,  however,  which  is  one  of  the  longer  pair, 
consists  mainly  of  "Colonnade;"  spacious  Colonnade 
^'with  vases  and  statues;^'  catching  up  the  outskirts  of 
said  Towers,  and  handsomely  uniting  everything. 

Beyond  doubt,  a  dignified,  substantial  pile  of  stone- 
work;    all   of  good  proportions.     Architecture  every- 
-where  of  cheerfully  serious,  solidly  graceful  character; 
ell    of  sterling   ashlar;    the   due   risaUtes   (projectiiig 
spaces)   with   their   attics   and  statues  atop,   the  due 
architraves,  cornices  and  corbels,  —  in  short,  the  dli^ 
opulence  of  ornament  being  introduced,  and  obIt 
due.     Grenuine  sculptors,  genuine  painters,  artiattji 
been  busy;  and  in  fact  idl  the  suitable  fine  trl 
all   the  necessary  solid  ones,   have  woikli^ 

*  See  Hennert,  Jast  cited,  for  the  tlflei  of  tjhidb 


128  AT  REINSBEBG.  [bOOKX. 

Aug.lTM. 

with  a  noticeable  fidelity,  comfortable  to  the  very 
beholder  to  this  day.  General  height  is  about  forty 
feet;  two  stories  of  ample  proportions:  the  Towers 
overlooking  them  are  sixty  feet  in  height  Extent  of 
outer  frontage,  if  you  go  all  round,  and  omit  the 
Colonnade,  will  be  five  hundred  feet  and  more:  this, 
with  the  rearward  face,  is  a  thousand  feet  of  ro<un 
frontage:  —  fancy  the  extent  of  lodging  space.  For 
''all  the  kitchens  and  appurtenances  are  underground;** 
the  "left  front"  (which  is  a  new  part  of  the  Edifice) 
rising  comfortably  over  these.  Windows  I  did  not 
count;  but  they  must  go  high  up  into  the  Hundreds. 
No  end  to  lodging  space.  Nay  in  a  detached  side- 
edifice  subsequently  built,  called  Cavalier  House,  I 
read  of  there  being,  for  one  item,  "fifty  lodging-rooms," 
and  for  another  "  a  theatre.**  And  if  an  'English  Duke 
of  Trumps  were  to  look  at  the  bills  for  all  that,  —  his 
astonishment  would  be  extreme,  and  perhaps  in  a 
degree  painful  and  salutary  to  him. 

In  one  of  these  Towers,  the  Crown-Prince  has  his 
Library:  a  beautiftil  apartment;  nothing  wanting  to  it 
that  the  arts  could  ftimish,  "ceiling  done  by  Pesne** 
with  allegorical  geniuses  and  what  not;  looks  out  on 
mere  sky,  mere  earth  and  water  in  an  ornamental 
state:  silent  as  in  Elysium.  It  is  there  we  are  to  faacj 
the  Correspondence  written,  the  Poetries  and  literary 
industries  going  on.  There  or  stepping  down  for  a 
'  turn  in  the  open  air,  or  sauntering  meditatively  under 
the  Colonnade  with  its  statues  and  vases  (where 
weather  is  no  object),  one  conmiands  the  Lake,  with 
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its  little  tufted  Islands,  "Eemus  Island"  much  famed 
among  them,  and  "high  beechwoods"  on  the  farther 
side.  The  Lake  is  very  pretty,  all  say;  lying  between 
you  and  the  sunset;  —  with  perhaps  some  other 
lakelet,  or  solitary  pool  in  the  wilderness,  many  miles 
away,  "revealing  itself  as  a  cup  of  molten  gold,"  at 
that  interesting  moment.  What  the  Book-Collection 
was,  in  the  interior,  I  know  not  except  by  mere  guess. 
The  Crown-Princess's  Apartment,  too,  which  re- 
mained imaltered  at  the  last  accounts  had  of  it,*  is 
very  fine;  —  take  the  anteroom  for  specimen:  "This 
fine  room,"  some  twenty  feet  height  of  ceiling,  "has  six 
"windows;  three  of  them,  in  the  main  front,  looking 
"towards  the  Town,  the  other  three  towards  the  In- 
"terior  Court.  The  light  from  these  windows  is 
"heightened  by  mirrors  covering  all  the  piers  {Sckdfte^ 
"interspaces  of  the  walls),  to  an  uncommonly  splendid 
"pitch;  and  shows  the  painting  of  the  ceiling,  which 
"again  is  by  the  famous  Pesne,  to  much  perfection. 
"The  Artist  himself,  too,  has  managed  to  lay  on  his 
"colours  there  so  softly,  and  with  such  delicate  skill, 
"that  the  light-beams  seem  to  prolong  themselves  in 
"the  painted  clouds  and  air,  as  if  it  were  the  real  sky 
"you  had  overhead."  There  in  that  cloud-region 
"Mars  is  being  disarmed  by  the  Love-Goddesses,  and 
"they  are  sporting  with  his  weapons.  He  stretches  out 
"his  arm  towards  the  Goddess,  who  looks  upon  him 
"with  fond  glances.  Cupids  are  spreading  out  a 
.*' draping."     That  is  Pesne's  luxurious  performance  ia 

*  From  Hennert,  namelyi  in  1778. 
Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  F.  ^* 
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the  ceiling.  —  "Weapon-festoons,  in  basso*relieYO,  gilt, 
^' adorn  the  walls  of  this  room;  and  two  Pictnres,  also 
''by  Fesne,  which  represent,  in  life  size,  the  late  T^ing 
and  Queen"  (our  good  friends  Friedrich  Wilhelm  and 
his  Sophie),  "are  worthy  of  attention.  Over  each  of 
"the  doors,  you  find  in  low-relief  the  Profiles  of 
"Hannibal,  Pompey,  Scipio,  Caesar,  introduced  as  Me- 
"daUions;' 

All  this  is  very  fine:  but  all  this  is  litUe  to  another 
ceiling,  in  some  big  Saloon  elsewhere.  Music-saloon  I 
thi^k:  Black  Night,  making  off,  with  all  her  sickly 
dews,  at  one  end  of  the  ceiling;  and  at  the  other  end, 
the  Steeds  of  Phoebus  bursting  forth,  and  the  glittering 
shafts  of  Day,  —  with  Cupids,  Love-goddesses,  War- 
gods,  not  omitting  Bacchus  and  his  vines,  all  getting 
beautifiilly  awake  in  consequence.  A  very  fine  room 
indeed;  —  used  as  a  Music-Saloon,  or  I  know  not 
what,  —  and  the  ceiling  of  it  almost  an  ideal,  say  the 
connoisseurs.  — 

Endless  gardens,  pavilions,  grottoes,  hermitages, 
orangeries,  artificial  ruins,  parks  and  pleasances  sur- 
round this  favoured  spot  and  its  Schloss;  nothing  want- 
ing in  it  that  a  Princess  establishment  needs,  —  except 
indeed  it  be  hounds,  for  which  this  Prince  never  bad 
the  least  demand. 

Except  the  old  Euppin  duties,  which  imply  con- 
tinual joumeyings  thither,  distance  only  a  moming^s 
ride;  except  these,  and  occasional  commissions  fi?om 
Papa,  Friedrich  is  left  master  of  his  time  and  pursuits 
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in  this  new  Mansion.  There  are  visits  to  Potsdam, 
periodical  appearances  at  Berlin;  some  Correspondence 
to  keep  the  Tobacco-Parliament  in  tune.  But  Fried- 
rich's  taste  is  for  the  Literatures,  Philosophies:  a  young 
Prince  bent  seriously  to  cultivate  his  mind;  to  attain 
some  clear  knowledge  of  this  world,  so  all-important  to 
him.  And  he  does  seriously  read,  study  and  reflect,  a 
good  deal;  his  main  recreations,  seemingly,  are  Music, 
and  the  converse  of  well-informed  friendly  men.  In 
Music  we  find  him  particularly  rich.  Daily,  at  a  fixed 
hour  of  the  afternoon,  there  is  concert  held;  the  reader 
has  seen  in  what  kind  of  room:  and  if  the  Artists  enter- 
tained here  for  that  function  were  enumerated  (high 
names,  not  yet  forgotten  in  the  Musical  world),  it  would 
still  more  astonish  readers.  I  count  them  to  the  num- 
ber of  Twenty  or  Nineteen;  and  mention  only  that 
"the  two  Brothers  Graun"  and  "the  two  Brothers  Benda" 
were  of  the  lot;  suppressing  four  other  Fiddlers  of  emi- 
nence, and  "a  Pianist  who  is  known  to  everybody."* 
The  Prince  has  a  fine  sensibility  to  Music:  does  him- 
self, with  thrilling  adagios  on  the  flute,  join  in  these 
harmonious  acts;  and,  no  doubt,  if  rightly  vigilant 
against  the  Nonsenses,  gets  profit,  now  and  henceforth, 
from  this  part  of  his  resources. 

He  has  visits,  calls  to  make,  on  distinguished  per- 
sons within  reach;  he  has  much  Correspondence,  of  a 
Literary  or  Social  nature.  For  instance,  there  is  Suhm 
the  Saxon  Envoy  translating  Wolfs  PMloaopky  into 
French  for  him:  sending  it  in  fasdcles;  with  en^lflfli 

*  Hennerti  p*  81« 
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Letters  to  and  from,  upon  it,  —  which  were  then 
highly  interesting,  but  are  now  dead  to  every  reader. 
The  Crown-Prince  has  got  a  Post-Office  established  at 
Eeinsberg;  leathern  functionary  of  some  sort  comes 
lumbering  round,  southward,  '^from  the  Mecklenburg 
"quarter  twice  a  week,  and  goes  by  Fehrbellin,"  for 
the  benefit  of  his  Correspondences.  Of  his  calls  in  the 
neighbourhood,  we  mean  to  show  the  reader  one  sample, 
before  long;  and  only  one. 

There  are  Lists  given  us  of  the  Prince's  "Court*' 
at  B^insberg;  and  one  reads,  and  again  reads,  the 
dreariest  unmemorable  accounts  of  them;  but  cannot, 
with  all  one's  industry,  attain  any  definite  understand- 
ing of  what  they  were  employed  in,  day  after  day,  at 
Eeinsberg:  —  still  more  are  their  salaries  and  main- 
tenance a  mystery  to  us,  in  that  frugal  establishment. 
There  is  Wolden  for  Hofinarschall,  our  old  Ciistrin 
friend;  there  is  Colonel  Senning,  old  Marlborough  Co- 
lonel with  the  wooden  leg,  who  taught  Friedrich  his 
drillings  and  artillery-practices  in  boyhood,  a  fine 
sagacious  old  gentleman  this  latter.  There  is  a  M. 
Jordan,  Ex-Preacher,  an  ingenious  Prussian-French- 
man, still  young,  who  acts  as  "Eeader  and  Librarian;" 
of  whom  we  shall  hear  a  good  deal  more.  "Litendant" 
is  Captain  (Ex-Captain)  Enobelsdorf;  a  very  sensible 
accomplished  man,  whom  we  saw  once  at  Baireuth; 
who  has  been  to  Italy  since,  and  is  now  returned  with 
beautifril  talents  for  Architecture:  it  is  he  that  now 
undertakes  the  completing  of  Eeinsberg,*^   which   he 

*  Hennert,  p.  29* 
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will  skilfdlly  accomplish  in  the  course  of  the  next 
three  years.  Twenty  Musicians  on  wind  or  string; 
Painters,  Antoine  Pesne  but  one  of  them;  Sculptors, 
Glume  and  others  of  eminence;  and  Hof  Cavaliers,  to 
we  know  not  what  extent:  —  How  was  such  a  Court 
kept  up,  in  harmonious  free  dignity,  and  no  halt  in  its 
finances,  or  mean  pinch  of  any  kind  visible?  The 
Prince  did  get  in  debt;  but  not  deep,  and  it  was  mainly 
for  the  tall  recruits  he  had  to  purchase.  His  money- 
accounts  are  by  no  means  fully  known  to  me:  but  I 
should  question  if  his  expenditure  (such  is  my  guess) 
ever  reached  3,000 Z.  a  year;  and  am  obliged  to  reflect 
more  and  more,  as  the  ancient  Cato  did,  what  an  ad- 
mirable revenue  frugality  is  I 

Many  of  the  Cavaliers,  I  find,  for  one  thing,  were 
of  the  Begiment  Goltz;  that  was  one  evident  economy* 
^'Eittmeister  von  Chasot,"  as  the  Books  call  him: 
readers  saw  that  Chasot  flying  to  Prince  Eugene,  and 
know  him  since  the  Siege  of .  Philipsburg.  He  is  not 
yet  Eittmeister,  or  Captain  of  Horse,  as  he  became; 
but  is  of  the  Ktoppiu  Garrison;  Hof-Cavalier;  "attended 
Friedrich  on  his  late  Prussian  journey;"  and  is  much 
a  favourite,  when  he  can  be  spared  from  Euppin. 
Captain  Wylich,  afterwards  a  General  of  mark;  the 
Lieutenant  Buddenbrock  who  did  the  parson-charivari 
at  Euppin,  but  is  now  reformed  from  those  practices: 
all  these  are  of  Golt&s.  Colonel  Keyserling,  not  of 
Goltz,  nor  in  active  military  duty  here,  is  a  friend  of 
very  old  standing;  was  oflScially  named  as  "Com- 
panion" to  the  Prince,  a  long  while  back*^  and  ^<i\.\xj^j5» 
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trouble  on  his  account  in  the  disastrous  Ante-Ciistrin  or 
Flight  Epoch:  one  of ^ the  Prince's  first  acts,  when  he 
got  pardoned,  after  Ctistrin,  was  to  beg  for  the  pardon 
of  this  Kejserling;  and  now  he  has  him  here,  and  is 
very  fond  of  him.  A  Courlander,  of  good  family,  this 
Keyserling",  of  good  gifts  too,  —  which,  it  was  once 
thought,  would  be  practically  sublime;  for  he  carried 
off  all  manner  of  college  prizes,  and  was  the  Admirable- 
Crichton  of  Konigsberg  University  and  the  Graduates 
there.  But  in  the  end  they  proved  to  be  gifts  of  the 
vocal  sort  rather;  and  have  led  only  to  what  we  see. 
A  man,  I  should  guess,  rather  of  buoyant  vivacity  than 
of  depth  or  strength  in  intellect  or  otherwise.  Exces- 
sively buoyant,  ingenious;  fiill  of  wit,  kindly  exuber- 
ance; a  loyal-hearted  gay-tempered  man,  and  much  a 
ftivourite  in  society  as  well  as  with  the  Prince.  If  we 
were  to  dwell  on  Eeinsberg,  Keyserling  would  come 
prominently  forward. 

Major  von  StiUe,  ultimately  Major-General  von 
Stille,  I  should  also  mention:  near  twenty  years  older 
than  the  Prince;  a  wise  thoughtftil  soldier  (went,  by 
permission,  to  the  Siege  of  Dantzig  lately,  to  improve 
himseli^;  a  man  capable  of  rugged  service,  when  the 
time  comes.  His  military  writings  were  once  in  con- 
siderable esteem  with  professional  men;  and  still  im- 
press a  lay  reader  with  favourable  notions  towards 
Stille,  as  a  man  of  real  worth  and  sense.'*' 

*  Campagnes  du  Roi  de  Prusse;  —  a  posthumoas  Book}  anterior  to  the 
Seven-Tears  War. 
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Of  Monsieur  Jordan  and  the  Literary  Set. 

There  is,  of  course,  a  Chaplain  in  the  Establish- 
ment: a  Eeverend  "M.  Deschamps;"  who  preaches  to 
them  all,  in  French  no  doubt  Friedrich  never  hears 
Deschamps:  Friedrich  is  always  over  at  Euppin  on 
Sundays;  and  there  ^^himself  reads  a  Sermon  to  the 
Garrison,^*  as  part  of  the  day's  duties.  Eeads  finely, 
in  a  melodious  feeling  manner,  says  Formey,  who  can 
judge:  "even  in  his  old  days,  he  would  incidentally," 
when  some  Emeritus  Parson,  like  Formey,  chanced  to 
be  with  him,  "roll  out  choice  passages  from  Bossuet, 
from  Massillon,"  in  a  voice  and  with  a  look,  which 
would  have  been  perfection  in  the  pulpit,  thinks 
Formey.* 

M.  Jordan,  though  he  was  called  ^^Lecteur  (Reader)," 
did  not  read  to  him,  I  can  perceive;  but  took  charge  of 
the  Books;  busied  himself  honestly  to  be  useful  in  all 
manner  of  literary  or  quasi-literary  ways.  He  was,  as 
his  name  indicates,  from  the  French-reftigee  depart- 
ment: a  recent  acquisition,  much  valued  at  Eeinsberg. 
As  he  makes  a  figure  afterwards,  we  had  better  mark 
him  a  little. 

Jordan's  parents  were  wealthy  religious  persons,  in 
trade  at  Berlin;  this  Jordan  (Charles  Btienne,  age  now 
thirty-six)  was  their  eldest  son.  It  seems  they  had 
destined  him  from  birth,  consulting  their  own  pious 
feeling  merely,  to  be  a  Preacher  of  the  Gospel;  the 
other  sons,  all  of  them  reckoned  clever  too,  were  brought 

*  Somenirs  (fiin  Citoyen  (Sde  Edition,  Paris,  ITSl^^U  %1« 
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up  to  secular  emplojments.  And  preach  he,  this  poor 
Charles  Etienne,  accordingly  did;  what  best  Gospel  he 
had;  in  an  honest  manner,  all  say,  —  though  xiever 
with  other  than  a  kind  of  reluctance  on  the  part  of 
Nature,  forced  out  of  her  course.  He  had  wedded, 
heen  clergyman  in  two  successive  Country  places ;  when 
his  wife  died,  leaving  him  one  little  daughter,  and  a  heart 
much  overset  by  that  event  Friends,  wealthy  Brothers 
probably,  had  pushed  him  out  into  the  free  air,  in  these 
circumstances:  "Take  a  Tour;  Holland,  England;  feel 
the  winds  blowing,  see  the  sun  shining,  as  in  times 
past:  it  will  do  you  good!" 

Jordan,  in  the  course  of  his  Tour,  came  to  com- 
posure on  several  points.  He  found  that,  by  frugality, 
by  wise  management  of  some  peculium  already  his,  his 
little  Daughter  and  he  might  have  quietness  at  Berlin, 
and  the  necessary  food  and  raiment;  —  and,  on  the 
whole,  that  he  would  altogether  cease  preaching,  and 
settle  down  there,  among  his  Books,  in  a  frugal  manner. 
Which  he  did;  —  and  was  living  so,  when  the  Prince, 
searching  for  that  kind  of  person,  got  tidings  of  him. 
And  here  he  is  at  Eeinsberg;  bustling  about,  in  a  brisk, 
modestly  frank  and  cheerful  manner:  well  liked  by 
everybody;  by  his  Master  very  well  and  ever  better, 
who  grew  into  real  regard,  esteem  and  even  friendship 
for  him,  and  has  much  Correspondence,  of  a  freer  kind 
than  is  common  to  him,  with  little  Jordan,  so  long  as 
they  lived  together.  Jordan's  death,  ten  years  hence, 
was  probably  the  one  considerable  pain  he  had  ever 
given  his  neighbours,  in  this  the  ultimate  section  of  his  life. 
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I  find  liim  described,  at  Reinsberg,  as  a  small 
nimble  figure,  of  Southem-Frencb  aspect;  black,  un- 
commonly bright  eyes;  and  a  general  aspect  of  adroit- 
ness, modesty,  sense,  sincerity;  good  prognostics, 
whicb  on  acquaintance  with  the  man  were  pleasantly 
fulfilled. 

For  the  sake  of  these  considerations,  I  fished  out, 
from  the  Old-Book  Catalogues  and  sea  of  forgetftilness, 
some  of  the  poor  Books  he  wrote;  especially  a  Voyage 
Litteraire^*  Journal  of  that  first  Sanitary  Excursion  or 
Tour  he  took,  to  get  the  clouds  blown  from  his  mind. 
A  Literary  Voyage  which  awakens  a  kind  of  tragic 
feeling;  being  itself  dead,  and  treating  of  matters  which 
are  all  gone  dead.  So  many  immortal  writers,  Dutch 
chiefly,  whom  Jordan  is  enabled  to  report  as  having 
effloresced,  or  being  soon  to  effloresce,  in  such  and  such 
forms,  of  Books  important  to  the  learned:  leafy,  bios- 
somy  Forest  of  Literature,  waving  glorious  in  the  then 
sunlight  to  Jordan;  —  and  it  lies  all  now,  to  Jordan 
and  us,  not  withered  only,  but  abolished;  compressed 
into  a  film  of  indiscriminate  peai.  Consider  what  that 
peat  is  made  of,  O  celebrated  or  uncelebrated  reader, 
and  take  a  moral  from  Jordan^s  Bookl  Other  merit, 
except  indeed  clearness  and  commendable  brevity,  the 
Voyage  Littdraire  or  other  little  Books  of  Jordan^s 
have  not  now.  A  few  of  his  Letters  to  Friedrich, 
which  exist,  are  the  only  writings  with  the  least  life 
left  in  them,  and  this  an  accidental  life,  not  momentous 

*  Uistoire  d*un  Voyage  Littiraire  fait,  en  Boccxxxm,  en  France,  en  M" 
gleterre  et  en  Hollande  (2de  ^diUon,  2i  La  Haye«  1786). 
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to  him  or  ns.  Dryasdust  infonns  me,  "Abb^  Jordan, 
"alone  of  the  Crown-Prince's  cavaKers,  sleeps  in  the 
"Town  of  Eeinsberg,  not  in  the  Schloss:"  and  if  I  ask, 
Why?  —  there  is  no  answer.  Probably  his  poor  little 
Daughterkin  was  beside  him  there?  — 

We  have  to  say  of  Friedrich's  Associates,  that  ge- 
nerally they  were  of  intelligent  type,  each  of  them 
master  of  something  or  other,  and  capable  of  rational 
discourse  upon  that  at  least  Integrity,  loyalty  of  cha- 
racter, was  indispensable;  good  humour,  wit  if  it  could 
be  had,  were  much  in  request  There  was  no  man  of 
shining  distinction  there;  but  they  were  the  best  that 
could  be  had,  and  that  is  saying  all.  Friedrich  cannot 
be  said,  either  as  Prince  or  as  King,  to  have  been 
superlatiyely  successful  in  his  choice  of  associates.  With 
one  single  exception,  to  be  noticed  shortly,  there  is  not 
one  of  them  whom  we  should  now  remember  except 
for  Friedrich's  sake;  —  uniformly  they  are  men  whom 
it  is  now  a  weariness  to  hear  of,  except  in  a  cursory 
manner.  One  man  of  shining  parts  he  had,  and  one 
only;  no  man  ever  of  really  high  and  great  mind.  The 
latter  sort  are  not  so  easy  to  get;  rarely  producible  on 
the  soil  of  this  Earth !  Nor  is  it  certain  how  Friedrich 
might  have  managed  with  one  of  this  sort,  or  he  with 
Friedrich;  —  though  Friedrich  unquestionably  wotdd 
have  tried,  had  the  chance  offered.  For  he  loved  in- 
tellect  as  few  men  on  the  throne,  or  off  it,  ever  did- 
and  the  little  he  could  gather  of  it  round  him  often 
seems  to 'me  a  fact  tragical  rather  than  otherwise* 
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With  the  outer  BerKn  social  world,  acting  and 
reacting,  Friedrich  has  his  connexions,  which  obscurely 
emerge  on  ns  now  and  then.  Literary  Eminences,  who 
are  generally  of  Theological  vesture;  any  follower  of 
Philosophy,  especially  if  he  be  of  refined  manners 
withal,  or  known  in  fashionable  life,  is  snre  to  attract 
him;  and  gains  ample  recognition  at  Eeinsberg  or  on 
Town-visits.  But  the  Berlin  Theological  or  Literary 
world  at  that  time,  still  more  the  Berlin  Social,  like  a 
sunk  extinct  object,  continues  very  dim  in  those  old 
records;  and  to  say  truth,  what  features  we  have  of  it 
do  not  invite  to  miraculous  efforts  for  further  acquaintance. 
Venerable  Beausobre,  with  his  History  of  the  Manicheana^ 
and  other  learned  things,  —  we  heard  of  him  long 
since,  in  Toland  and  the  Republican  Queen's  time,  as 
a  light  of  the  world.  He  is  now  fourscore,  grown  white 
as  snow;  very  serene,  polite,  with  a  smack  of  French 
noblesse  in  him,  perhaps  a  smack  of  affectation  traceable 
too.  The  Crown-Prince,  on  one  of  his  Berlin  visits, 
wished  to  see  this  Beausobre;  got  a  meeting  appointed, 
in  somebody's  rooms  "in  the  French  College,"  and 
waited  for  the  venerable  man.  Venerable  man  entered, 
loftily  serene  as  a  martyr  Preacher  of  the  Word,  some- 
thing of  an  ancient  Seigneur  de  Beausobre  in  him,  too ; 
for  the  rest,  soft  as  sunset,  and  really  with  fine  radiances, 
in  a  somewhat  twisted  state,  in  that  good  old  mind  of 

*  Bistoire  critique  deManicMe  et  dii  ManicMisme  i  wrote  also  Remarquet 
fto.  sur  le  Noweou  Testament  ^  whtoh  were  once  famona;  Hietoiredela  A4- 
formation;  Ac.  Ac.  He  is  Beausobre  Senior;  there  were  two  Sons  (one  of 
them  bom  in  second  wedlock ,  after  Papa  was  70),  who  were  likewise  gtveii 
to  writing.  —  See  Formey,  Souvenirs  d'vn  Citoyen^  1.  88^(9. 
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TM  been  leMtiiML  laeir^  IL  deBeu- 
Pimce.  w  twexa  conrcEasiaB.    **Ali, 
,  I  kne  jus  nna  £r«B  maiiii^  dw  adb- 
piece  o£  vziini^  ^s  esiis'^  —  ''JLad  ^vlut?'' 
""Xiie  exoraHB  of  Si.  Jokas  G*.xp«i:  ~*^  £&r  Ayinun^ 

-"  ITjr-i  v>^— ^  Wkkk  s(MKvkat  wsk  dw  Fkam  b^ 
azpnse.  «s  ToEmer  leparts:  ^ko*^  be  lallied  mimjeI"- 
^  ^Qod  ciMiierMiiott  cnx  «f  dbe  old  gcnde- 
To  wadflK.  we  perceive,  be  wntes  oaee  or 
twice.*  —  a  eopj  ox  bk  owm  leLiiga  o  eonecc^  on  one 
oeca&OA^  —  jad  is  Tecx  lespeesfizl  «k 
FcnnfT  scUs  ns  oc  jewcber  FrcEacb 
kw»wm  to  Jiut  'Fcjiai  smx  BoyboM:  tor  be  «aed  to  be 
dboQC  tkfr  Palace,  dome  aoawdiise.  Thm  is  mm  I«a 
OoK:  FeofifiBCfOf.  Itifrnik.  '"PbiLogi>okv'"  im Ae  Ficib 
CoJji^:  sabixBat  Mo«&»er  of  Unaizaott,  at  tbat  vamtx 
Aiigocaaa  bow.  I  l^sar^  bj  ev«nrbia«^.     Swap-bdiied, 

q£  wiad;  Eable  a»  ci^»^  &>  acsenBees  of  a  coaise 

^  a  <L«dedbr  o^y.  ■hbszoos  aaii 

oc  laaa.    Knew  rwearr  Ii^itgnagiyiy 

y.  AsBemjpoed  diNp  kai^  o£  ^iseEHnae^  ia 
^be  kcfBEesnNm  ami  ekewbere:  bac  usaaliT  broke  off 
inco  en^kss  wehccs  olf  aneoiMe,  hoc  always  «f  ^eanbf 
wimie;  and  after  erecy  cw»  or  diree  wcctfe^  a  desperate 
ajj^r  Boc  &r  aartowy  bat  ««  axoonc  or  fl^hbiwriii  and 
hsL  Toesaer  g;cT«s  a  pocccaaBire  oc  hfm:  luat  wortik  co- 
fpB^  ftnber.     The  saaie  FQcnmnr.  scunfia^  oae  daj 
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somewhere  on  the  streets  of  Berlin,  was  himself,  he 
cannot  doubt,  seen  hj  the  Crown-Prince  in  passing; 
"who  asked M.  Jordan,  who  that  was,"  and  got  answer: 
—  is  not  that  a  comfortable  fact?  Nothing  farther  came 
of  it;  —  respectable  Ex -Parson  Formey,  though  ever 
ready  with  his  pen,  being  indeed  of  very  vapid  nature, 
not  wanted  at  Reinsberg,  as  we  can  guess. 

There  isM.Achard,  too,  another  Preacher,  supreme 
of  his  sort,  in  the  then  Berlin  circles;  to  whom  or  from 
whom  a  Letter  or  two  exist.  Letters  worthless,  if  it 
were  not  for  one  dim  indication:  That,  on  inquiry,  the 
Crown-Prince  had  been  consulting  this  supreme  Achard 
on  the  difficulties  of  Orthodoxy;*  and  had  given  him 
texts,  or  a  text,  to  preach  from.  Supreme  Achard  did 
not  abolish  the  difficulties  for  his  inquiring  Prince,  — 
who  complains  respectfully  that  "his  faith  is  weak," 
and  leaves  us  dark  as  to  particulars.  This  Achard 
passage  is  almost  the  only  hint  we  have  of  what  might 
have  been  an  important  chapter:  Friedrich's  Eeligious 
History  at  Eeinsberg.  The  expression  "weak  faith"  I 
take  to  be  meant  not  in  mockery,  but  in  ingenuous 
regret  and  solicitude;  much  painful  fermentation,  pro- 
bably, on  the  religious  question  in  those  Reinsberg 
years!  But  the  old  ^^ GnadenwahV  business,  the  Free- 
Grace  controversy,  had  taught  him  to  be  cautious  as  to 
what  he  uttered  on  those  points.  The  fermentation, 
therefore,  had  to  go  on  under  cover;  what  the  result  of 
it  was,  is  notorious  enough;  though  the  steps  of  the 
process  are  not  in  any  point  known. 

***  (Ewrea  de  Fridiric^  xri.  pp.  113-117:  date,  March- Jati«  V(%^x 
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Enougli  now  of  such  details.  Outwardlj  or  in- 
wardly, there  is  no  History,  or  almost  none,  to  be  had 
of  this  Eeinsberg  Period;  the  extensive  records  of  it 
consisting,  as  usual,  mainly  of  chaotic  nugatory  matter, 
opaque  to  the  mind  of  readers.  There  is  copious  Cor- 
respondence of  the  Crown-Prince,  with  at  least  dates  to 
it  for  most  part:  but  this,  which  should  be  the  main 
resource,  proves  likewise  a  poor  one;  the  Crown-Piince's 
Letters,  now  or  afterwards,  being  almost  never  of  a 
deep  or  intimate  quality;  and  seldom  turning  on  events 
or  iacts  at  all,  and  then  not  always  on  facts  interesting, 
on  facts  clearly  apprehensible  to  us  in  that  extinct 
element. 

The  Thing,  we  know  always,  is  there;  but  vision 
of  the  Thing  is  only  to  be  had  faintly,  intennittently. 
Dim  inane  twilight,  with  here  and  there  a  transient 
spark  falling  somewhither  in  it;  —  you  do  at  last,  by 
desperate  persistence,  get  to  discern  outlines,  features: 
—  "The  Thing  cannot  always  have  been  No-thing," 
you  reflect!  Outlines,  features:  —  and  perhaps,  after 
all,  those  are  mostly  what  the  reader  wants  on  this 
occasion. 


'^-    H 
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CHAPTER  n. 

OF  VOLTAIRE  AND  THE  LITERARY  CORRESPONDENCES. 

One  of  Friedrich^s  grand  purposes  at  Reinsberg,  to 
himself  privately  the  grandest  there,  which  he  follows 
with  constant  loyalty  and  ardour,  is  that  of  scaling  the 
heights  of  the  Mnses'  EQll  withal;  of  attaining  master- 
ship, discipleship,  in  Art  and  Philosophy;  —  or  in 
candour  let  us  call  it,  what  it  truly  was,  that  of  en- 
lightening and  fortifying  himself  with  dear  knowledge, 
clear  belief,  on  all  sides;  and  acquiring  some  spiritual 
panoply  in  which  to  front  the  coming  practicalities  of 
life.  This,  he  feels  well,  will  be  a  noble  use  of  his 
seclusion  in  those  still  places;  and  it  must  be  owned, 
he  struggles  and  endeavours  towards  this,  with  great 
perseverance,  by  all  the  methods  in  his  power,  here, 
or  wherever  afterwards  he  might  be. 

Here  at  Eeinsberg,  one  of  his  readiest  methods,  his 
pleasantest  if  not  his  usefiillest,  is  that  of  getting  into 
correspondence  with  the  chief  spirits  of  his  time.  Which 
accordingly  he  forthwith  sets  about,  after  getting  into 
Eeinsberg;  and  continues,  as  we  shall  see,  with  much 
assiduity.  Eollin,  Fontenelle,  and  other  French  lights 
of  the  tlien  firmament,  — his  Letters  to  them  exist;  and 
could  be  given  in  some  quantity:  but  it  is  better  not 
They  are  instrinsically  the  common  Letters  on  saeh 
occasions:  ^^O  sublime  demigod  of  literature^  hour  tae&iS^ 


.1 


C.J44  '  AT  JSZSSSStm. 


nk  poCEBcasse  galttjyng  spaaDBiI,  &aDi  ^1 
m  a  war  Aa^Ur  lamesaLig  »  t&s  Aea  paaiies,  bat 
widftoas  iafierest,  exosfc  of  cbe  relfax  knal,  to  aaj 
A  TCTx  cold  aad  caipcr  pcxtiaa,  dtis,  o£  die 
Fikdnck  Cccrepondecife:  wimffng  thiOEe  &»  tesdi^  wbaft 
lis  adKraCpf}!!  was  tor  Euaaij  tai£BC«  or  ^e  gxcat  le- 
panrinn  oif  sack;  bac  ia  aseit  aniasaaccm  anerihp,  and 
of  frceam^  iafiaeace  oil  die  aow  irria^  atinL  Most  of 
diooe  Fieack  l^is  of  dK  sbea  licBaafeeBi  aie  ^ono  out 
Totpxam.  afao^cdheri  or  ncogaised,  like  Bt^lia  and 
ocfacB,  for  pofajifd  doEaids^  aBxrasar  bi^w%s,   and 


bat  oUmoB.  To  Moatai^ma,  —  aot  jet  called 
^Bazoii  de  MoBcesqizsea**  wTt^Etprit  desLoig^  but  ^M. 
de  Secoodat"^  widi  v^ABoaTaM»Q»}  JLetb^s  I^rtamesy  and 
abasdj  kwnra  to  die  vodd  lor  a  pcEson  o£  abasp 
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audacious  eyesight,  —  it  does  not  appear  that  Friedridi  t^^^j^* 
addressed  any  Letter,  now  or  afterwards.  No  notice  of  '  \'- 
Montesquieu;  nor  of  some  others,  the  absence  of  whom 
is  a  little  unexpected.  Probably  it  was  want  of  know- 
ledge mainly;  for  his  appetite  was  not  fastidious  at  this 
time.  And  certainly  he  did  hit  the  centre  of  the  mark, 
and  get  into  the  very  kernel  of  French  Literature, 
when,  in  1736,  hardly  yet  established  in  his  new 
quarters,  he  addressed  himself  to  the  shining  Figure 
known  to  us  as  "Arouet  Junior"  long  since,  and  now 
called  M,  de  Voltaire;  which  latter  is  still  a  name  no- 
table in  Friedrich's  History  and  that  of  Mankind. 
Friedrich's  first  I^etter,  challenging  Voltaire  to  corre- 
spondence, dates  itself  8th  August  1736;  and  Voltaire's 
Answer,  —  the  Reinsberg  Household  still  only  in  its 
second  month,  —  was  probably  the  brightest  event 
which  had  yet  befallen  there. 

On  various  accounts  it  will  behove  us  to  look  a  .^^ 
good  deal  more  strictly  into  this  Voltaire;  and,  as  his 
relations  to  Friedrich  and  to  the  world  are  so  multiplex, 
endeavour  to  disengage  the  real  likeness  of  the  man 
from  the  circumambient  noise  and  confusion,  which  in 
his  instance  continue  very  great  "Voltaire  was  the 
"spiritual  complement  of  Friedrich,"  says  Sauerteig 
once:  "what  little  of  lasting  their  poor  Century  pro- 
"duced  lies  mainly  in  these  Two.  A  very  somnam- 
"bulating  Century  I  But  what  little  it  did^  we  must' 
"call  Friedrich;  what  little  it  thought ^  Voltaire.  Other 
"fruit  we  have  not  from  it,  to  speak  of,  at  this  day. 
"Voltaire,  and  what  can  be  faithfully  done  on  tha  ^O^r 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great.  F.  ^ 
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"taire  Creed;  'Eealised  Voltairism;'  —  admit  it,  reader, 
"not  in  a  too  triumphant  humour,  —  is  not  that  pretty 
"much   the    net   historical  product  of  the  Eighteenth 
"Century?   The  rest  of  its  history  either  pure  somnam- 
"bulism;  or  a  mere  Controversy,  to  the  effect,  'Realised 
"Voltairism?     How  soon  shall  it  be  realised,    then? 
"Not  at  once,  surely!'     So  that  Friedrich  and  Voltaire 
"are  related,  not  by  accident  only.    They  are,  they  for 
"want  of  better,  the  two  Original  Men  of  their  Century; 
"the  chief,  and  in  a  sense  the  sole  products  of  their 
"Century.     They  alone  remain  to  us  as  still  living  re- 
"suits  from  it,  —  such  as  they  are.     And  the  rest, 
"truly,  ought  to  depart  and  vanish  (as  they   are   now 
"doing);    being  mere  ephemera;   contemporary  eaters, 
"scramblers  for  provender,  talkers  of  acceptable  hear- 
"say;  and  related  merely  to  the  butteries  and  wiggeries 
"  of  their  time ,   and  not  related  to  the  Perennialities  at 
"all,  as  these  Two  were."  —  With  more  of  the  like 
sort  from  Sauerteig. 

M.  de  Voltaire,  who  used  to  be  M.  Fran^ois-Marie 
Arouet,  was  at  this  time  about  forty,*  and  had  gone 
through  various  fortunes;  a  man,  now  and  henceforth, 
in  a  high  degree  conspicuous,  and  questionable  to  his 
fellow-creatures.  Clear  knowledge  of  him  ought,  at 
this  stage,  to  be  common;  but  unexpectedly  it  is  not. 
What  endless  writing  and  biographying  there  has  been 

*  Bom,  20th  Febrnary  1694;  the  yonnger  of  two  sons;  Father,  **Fraii- 
^'pois  Arouet,  a  Notary  of  the  Ch&telet,  ultimately  Treasurer  of  the  Chamber 
^  of  Accounts ;  *'  Mother,  "Marguerite  d'Anmart,  of  a  noblo  family  of  Poitoa.* 
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about  tliis  man;  in  whicH  one  still  reads,  with  a  kind 
of  lazy  satisfaction,  due  to  the  subject,  and  to  the 
French  genius  in  that  department!  But  the  man  him- 
self, and  his  environment  and  practical  aspects,  what 
the  actual  physiognomy  of  his  life  and  of  him  can  have 
been,  is  dark  &om  beginning  to  ending;  and  much  is 
left;  in  an  ambiguous  undecipherable  condition  to  us. 
A  proper  History  of  Voltaire,  in  which  should  be  dis- 
coverable, luminous  to  human  creatures,  what  he  was, 
what  element  he  lived  in,  what  work  he  did:  this  is 
still  a  problem  for  the  genius  of  France!  — 

His  Father's  name  is  known  to  us;  the  name  of  his 
Father's  profession,  too,  but  not  clearly  the  nature  of 
it;  still  less  his  Father's  character,  economic  circum- 
stances, physiognomy  spiritual  or  social:  not  the  least 
possibility  granted  you  of  forming  an  image,  however 
faint,  of  that  notable  man  and  household,  which  dis- 
tinguished itself  to  all  the  earth  by  producing  little 
FranQois  into  the  light  of  this  sun.  Of  Madame  Arouet, 
who,  or  what,  or  how  she  was,  nothing  whatever  is 
known.  A  human  reader,  pestered  continually  with  the 
Madame-Denises,  Abb^-Mignots  and  enigmatic  nieces 
and  nephews,  would  have  wished  to  know,  at  least, 
what  children,  besides  Francois,  Madame  Arouet  had: 
once  for  all.  How  many  children?  Name  them,  with 
year  of  birth,  year  of  death,  according  to  the  church- 
registers:  they  all,  at  any  rate,  had  that  degree  of 
history!  No;  even  that  has  not  been  done.  Beneficent 
correspondents  of  my  own  make  answer,  after  some 
research,  No  register  of  the  Aroueta  8Siyw\^fcx^  Xa  ^jsj^ 
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had.  The  very  name  Voltaire,  if  you  ask  whence 
came  it?  there  is  no  answer,  or  worse  than  none.  — 
The  fit  "History"  of  this  man,  which  might  be  one  of 
the  shining  Epics  of  his  Centoiy,  and  the  Incid  sum- 
mary and  sonl  of  any  History  France  then  had,  but 
which  would  require  abnost  a  French  demigod  to  do  it, 
is  still  a  great  way  off,  if  on  the  road  at  all!  For  pie- 
sent  purposes,  we  select  what  follows  from  a  well- 
known  hand: 


"  Youth  of  Voltaire  (1694-1725).  —  French  Biographers 
have  left  the  Arouet  Househould  very  dark  for  us ;  mean- 
"  while  we  can  perceive ,  or  guess ,  that  it  was  moderately  weQ 
"in  economic  respects;  the  Francois  was  the  second  of  the 
"Two  Sons;  and  that  old  Arouet,  a  steady,  practical  and 
"perhaps  rather  sharp^tempered  old  gentleman,  of  official 
legal  hahits  and  position,  'Notary  of  the  Ch&telet*  and 
something  else ,  had  destined  him  for  the  Law  Profession;  as 
was  natural  enough  to  a  son  of  M.  Arouet,  who  had  himself 
succeeded  well  in  Law,  and  could  there,  best  of  all,  open 
roads  for  a  clerer  second  son.  Francois  accordingly  sat  'in 
"chambers,'  as  we  call  it;  and  his  fellow-clerks  much  loved 
"him,  —  the  most  amusing  fellow  in  the  world.  Sat  in 
"  chambers ,  eren  became  an  advocate ;  but  did  not  in  the  least 
**take  to  advocateship;  —  took  to  poetry,  and  other  airy 
"dangerous  courses,  speculative,  practical;  causing  family 
** explosions  and  rebukes,  which  were  without  effect  on  him. 
"A  young  fool,  bent  on  sportful  pursuits  instead  of  serious; 
"more  and  more  shuddering  at  Law.  To  the  surprise  and 
"indignation  of  M.  Arouet  Senior.  Law,  with  its  wigs  and 
*' sheepskins,  pointing  towards  high  honours  and  deep  flesh* 
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**pots,  had  no  charms  for  the  young  fool;  he  could  not  be 
"  made  to  like  Law. 

"Whereupon  arose  explosions,  as  we  hint;  family  ex- 
" plosions  on  the  part  of  M.  Arouet  Senior;  such  that  friends 
"had  to  interfere ,  and  it  was  uncertain  what  would  come  of  it. 
"  One  judicious  friend ,  *  M.  Caumartiu ,'  took  the  young  fellow 
"home  to  his  house  in  the  country  for  a  time;  —  and  there, 
"incidentally,  brought  him  acquainted  with  old  gentlemen 
"deep  in  the  traditions  of  Henri  Quatre  and  the  cognate  topics ; 
"which  much  inflamed  the  young  fellow,  and  produced  big 
"schemes  in  the  head  of  him. 

"M.  Arouet  Senior  stood  strong  for  Law;  but  it  was  be- 
" coming  daily  more  impossible.  Madrigals,  dramas  (not 
"without  actresses),  satirical  wit,  aityyerse,  and  all  manner 
"  of  adventurous  speculation ,  were  what  this  young  man  went 
"upon ;  and  was  getting  more  and  more  loved  for ;  introduced, 
" even ,  to  the  superior  circles,  and  recognised  there  as  one  of 
"the  brightest  young  feUows  ever  seen.  Which  tended,  of 
"  course ,  to  confirm  him  in  bis  folly ,  and  open  other  outlooks 
"  and  harbours  of  refuge  than  the  paternal  one. 

"  Such  things ,  strange  to  M.  Arouet  Senior ,  were  in  vogue 
"then;  wicked  Regent  d'Orl^ans  having  succeeded  sublime 
"Louis  XrV.,  and  set  strange  fashions  to  the  Quality.  Not 
<'  likely  to  profit  this  fool  Fran9ois,  thought  M.  Arouet  Senior ; 
"and  was  much  confirmed  in  his  notion,  when  a  rhymed 
"Lampoon  against  the  Gh)V6nunent  having  come  out  (Les  JTai 
"  vu ,  as  they  call  it*) ,  and  become  the  rage ,  as  a  clever  thing 
"of  the  kind  will,  it  was  imputed  to  the  brightest  young  fellow 
**in  France,  M.  Arouet*s  Son.  Who,  in  fact,  was  not  the 
''Author;  but  was  not  believed  on  his  denial;  and  saw  himself, 

*  "I  have  seen {Tai  oh)*'  this  ignominy  occar,  ^' I  have  seen**  that  other, 
—  to  the  amount  of  a  dozen  or  two ;  —  **  and  am  not  yet  twenty.**  Copy  of 
it,  and  guess  as  to  authorship,  in  (EuvT»9  de  Voltaire^  i.  821. 
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"in  Bpito  of  his  high  conneiions,  nitiilessly  lodged  b  the 
"Iliutillc  ill  conBCfjncnce.  'Let  him  sit,'  thought  M.  Arouet 
"Mcnior,  'and  come  tohiseenseBtheie!'  He  sat  for  eigbteeu 
"moutlia  (age  still  little  above  twenty);  butprivateljemplojri 
"hiHtimc,  not  in  repeiititnce,  or  in  serious  legal  studies,  bntin 
"writing  aPoemoniiialluoriQiiatre,  'tpicPoen^'noies; 
"  fjt  Ligue,  as  fae  then  called  it;  wbicfa  it  was  his  b<^  lite 
"whole  world  would  one  day  fall  in  lore  with ;  —  as  it  did. 
"Nay,  in  two  years  more,  he  had  done  a  Play,  C£iUpe  tl!«  rs- 
"nowiied  name  of  it;  which  'ran  for  forty-eight  nights' {l8tli 
"  Novemlierl718,  the  iiidt  of  them);  audwaa  enough  to  torn  any 
"hoadof  Buchage.  Lhw  may  be  considered  hopeless,  even  by 
"  M.  Arouct  Senior. 

"Try  him  in  the  Diplomatic  liue;  break  these  bad  habits 
"and  connexions,  thoiiglitM. Arouot,  at  one  time;  andsMit 
"him  to  the  French  Ainliiissador  in  Holland,  —  on  good  be- 
"haTiour,  asitwcr&,  and  by  way  of  temporary  baniahment 
"But  neither  did  this  answer.  On  the  contrary ,  the  young 
"fellow  got  into  BCrapea  again ;  got  into  amatory  intrigues, — 
"young  lady  visiting  yoa  in  men's  clothes,  yoiang  lady's 
"mother  inveigling,  and  I  know  not  what;  —so  that  the  An- 
"bassador  waa  glad  to  sand  bim  home  again  unmarried; 
"marked,  as  it  were,  'Glass,  with  care!'  And  the  yonug 
"lady's  mother  printed  hiaLetters,  not  tholeast  worth  reading; 
" —  and  the  old  M.  Aroiiut  seems  now  to  have  flung  up  liie 
"head;  to  have  settlcii  some  small  allowance  on  him,  with 
"peremptory  no-hope  of  more,  and  said,  'Go  your  own  way, 
"tiion,  foolish  junior;  the  eider  nhall  be  ray  son.'  M.  Arouet 
"disappears  at  this  point,  or  nearly  so,  from  the  history  of  his 
"son  Francois;  and  I  think  must  have  died  iu  not  mauy  years. 
"Poor  old  M.  Arouet  cloeed  hia  old  eyes  without  the  least  con- 
"ception  what  aprodigioua  ever-memorable  thing  he  had  done 
"nnknowingly,  in  sending  this  Francois  isto  the  world,  to 
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"  kindle  such  uniyersal  *  dry  dungheap  of  a  rotten  world ,'  and 
*  *  set  it  blazing !  Francois ,  his  Father's  synonym ,  came  to  be 
**  representative  of  the  family,  after  all;  the  elder  Brother  also 
** having  died  before  long.  Except  certain  confused  niece- 
"  and-nephew  personages,  progeny  of  the  sisters,  Fran9ois  has 
'no  more  trouble  or  solacement  from  the  paternal  household. 
'Fran^oiB  meanwhile  ia  his  Father's  synonym,  and  signs 
'*Aroaet  Junior,  'Frangois  AronetLj.  (lejeune).' 

^'  'All  of  OS  Princes ,  then ,  or  Poets  I '  said  he ,  one  night  at 

•  <*  BQpper,  looking  to  right  and  left*  the  brightest  fellow  in  the 

■-;  ''M  world,  well  fit  to  be  PhoBboi  Apollo  of  such  circles ;  and  great 

-i  ,.** things  now  ahead  of  him.     Dissolute  Regent  d'Orldans, 

'  *' politest,  most  debauched  of  men,  and  very  witty,  holds  the 

f:   "hebn;  near  him  Dabois  the  Deril's  Cardinal,  and  so  many 

"f  .'>lmght  spirits.    All  the  Lncxferons  Spiritualism  there  is  in 

C"  "pranee  is  liftiag  aadior,  nndjor  these  auspices,  joyfully 

, .    *'  towards  new  latitadea  and  Isles  of  the  Blest.    What  may  not 

'    *' Francis  hope  to  become?    'Hmph!*   answers  M.  Arouet 

'> Senior y  steadily,  so  long  as  he  lives.    Here  are  one  or  two 

"sabseqnent  phases,  epochs  or  turning-points,  of  the  young 

y  . "  gentkmati's  career. 

^'FJuuis  First  (1726—1728.).—  The  accomplished  Due  de 
:'■■■  "Snlli  (Year  1725,  day  not  recorded)  is  giving  in  his  hotel  a 
"dinner,  soch  as  nsoal;  and -it  bright  witty  company  is  as- 
"sembled;  —  the  brightest  jomg  fellow  in  France  sure  to  be 
**  there ;  and  with  his  electric  ceniscations  illuminating  cvery- 
'' thing,  and  keeping  the  table  in  a  roar.  To  the  delight  of 
**mo8t;  not  to  that  of  a  certain  splenetic  ill-given  Due  de 
'*Kohan;  grandee  of  high  rank,  great  haughtiness,  andveiy 
'*ill  behaviour  in  the  world;  who  feels  impatient  at  the  notice 
''taken  of  a  mere  civic  individual,  Arouet  Junior.  '  Quel  est 
"  *donc  cejeune  homme  qui  parte  sihautj  Who  is  this  youn^massk 
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'*  that  talks  so  loud,  then? '  exclaims  the  proud  splenetic  Duke. 
''  'Monseigneur ',  flashes  the  young  man  back  upon  him  in  an 
''electric  manner,  'It  is  one  who  does  not  drag  a  big  name 
"'about  with  him;  but  who  secures  respect  for  the  name  he 
" '  has ! '  Figure  that ,  in  the  penetrating  grandly  clangorous 
"voice  {voix  sombre  et  majestueuse)  y  and  the  momentary  flash 
"  of  eyes  that  attended  it.  Due  de  Rohan  rose,  in  a  sulphurous 
"frame  of  mind;  and  went  his  ways.  What  date?  You  ask 
"the  idle  French  Biographer  in  vain;  —  see  only,  after  more 
"and  more  inspection,  that  the  incident  is  true;  and  with 
"  labour  date  it ,  summer  of  the  Year  1725.  Treaty  of  Utrecht 
"itself,  though  all  the  Newspapers  and  Own  Correspondents 
"were  so  interested  in  it,  was  perhaps  but  a  foolish  matter  to 
"date,  in  comparison! 

"About  a  week  after,  AL  Arouet  Junior  was  again  dixiiiig 
"with  the  Due  de  Sulli,  and  a  fine  company  as  before.  A 
"  servant  whispers  him.  That  somebody  has  called,  and  wants 
"him  below.  'Cannot  come,'  answers  Arouet;  'how  oan% 
"so  engaged?'  Servant  returns  after  a  minute  or  two: 
" '  Pardon,  Monsieur ;  I  am  to  say,  it  is  to  do  an  act  of  beneficence 
"'that  you  are  wanted  below!'  Arouet  lays  down  his  knife 
"  and  fork;  descends  instantly  to  see  what  act  it  is.  A  carriage 
"  is  in  the  court,  and  hackney-coach  near  it :  '  Would  Monsieur 
'"have  the  extreme  goodness  to  come  to  the  door  of  the 
"'carriage,  in  a  case  of  necessity?'  At  the  door  of  the 
"carriage ,  hands  seize  the  collar  of  him,  hold  him  as  in  a  vice ; 
"  diabolic  visage  of  Due  de  Rohan  is  visible  inside ,  who  utters, 
"looking  to  the  hackney-coach,  some  ^VoilOy  Now  then!' 
"Whereupon  the  hackney-coach  opens,  gives  out  three 
"porters,  or  hired  bullies,  with  the  due  implements:  scandalous 
"actuality  of  horsewhipping  descends  on  the  back  of  poor 
"Arouet,  who  shrieks  and  execrates  to  no  purpose,  nobody 
"being  near,    'That  will  do,'  says  Bohan  at  last,  and  the 
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'  gallant  ducal  party  drive  off;  young  Arouet ,  with  torn  frills 
^and  deranged  hair,  rushing  up  stairs  again,  in  such  a  mood 
'  as  is  easy  to  fancy.  Everybody  is  sorry,  inconsolable,  every- 
*body  shocked;  nobody  volunteers  to  help  in  avenging. 
* '  Monseigneur  de  Sulli ,  is  not  such  atrocity  done  to  one  of 
'*your  guests,  an  insult  to  yourself?'  asks  Arouet.    *Well, 

*  yes  perhaps,   but*  —  Monseigneur   de  Sulli  shrugs  his 

*  shoulders,  and  proposes  nothing.  Arouet  withdrew,  of 
'course  in  a  most  blazing  condition,  to  consider  what  he  could, 
*on  his  own  strength,  do  in  this  conjuncture. 

"His  Biographer  Duvemet  says ,  he  decided  on  doing  two 

*  things:  learning  English  and  the  small-sword  exercise.* 
*He  retired  to  the  country  for  six  months,  and  perfected 

*  himself  in  these  two  branches.  Being  perfect,  he  challenged 
*Duc  de  Rohan  in  the  proper  manner;  applying  ingenious 

*  compulsives  withal,  to  secure  acceptance  of  the  challenge. 

*  Rohan  accepted,  not  without  some  difficulty,  and  compulsion 
*at  the  Theatre  or  otherwise:  —  accepted,  but  withal  con- 

*  fessed  to  his  wife.  The  result  was ,  no  measuring  of  swords 
*took  place;  and  Rohan  only  blighted  by  public  opinion,  or 
incapable  of  farther  blight  that  way,  went  at  large;   a 

*  convenient  Lettre  de  Cachet  having  put  Arouet  again  in  the 

*  Bastille.  Where  for  six  months  Arouet  lodged  a  second  time, 
*the  innocent  not  the  guilty;  making,  we  can  well  suppose, 

*  innumerable  reflexions  on  the  phenomena  of  human  life. 

*  Imprisonment  once  over,  he  hastily  quitted  for  England; 

»  La  Vie  de  Voltaire  ^  par  M**  (k  Genfeve ,  1786),  pp.  66-57:  or  pp.  60- 
63,  in  his  second  form  of  the  Book.  The  "M**"  is  an  Abb^  Duvemet;  of  no 
great  mark  otherwise.  He  got  Into  Revolution  trouble  afterwards,  but 
escaped  with  his  head;  and  republished  his  Book,  swollen  out  somewhat  by 
new  *' Anecdotes"  and  republican  bluster,  in  this  second  instance;  signing 

himself  T.  J.  D.  V (Paris,  1797).    A  vague  but  not  dark  or  mendacioas 

little  Book;  with  traces  of  real  eyesight  in  it,  —  by  one  who  had  personallir 
known  YoltairCi  or  at  least  seen  and  heard  him. 
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*'  shaking  the  dust  of  nngratefol  France  off  his  feet,  — resolved 
^'  to  change  his  unhappy  name,  for  one  thing. 

"Smelfnngus,  denouncing  the  torpid  fatuity  of  Voltaire's 
"  BiogMphers,  says  he  never  met  with  one  Frenchman,  even  of 
^'  the  Lit^ary  classes ,  who  could  tell  him  whence  this  Name 
"Voltaire  originated.  *A  petite  terre,  small  family  estate,' 
"  they  said ;  and  sent  him  hunting  through  Topographies ,  far 
"and  wide,  to  no  purpose.  Others  answered,  *Volterrain 
"  Italy,  some  connection  with  Volterra*,  —  and  seemed  even  to 
"know  that  this  was  but  fatuity.  *In  ever-talking,  ever- 
" 'printing  Paris,  is  it  as  in  Timbuctoo ,  then,  which  neither 
"Sprints  nor  has  anything  to  print?'  exclaims  poor  Smel- 
"fungus!  He  tells  us  at  last,  the  name  Voltaire  is  a  mere 
"Anagram  of  Arouet  I.  j,  —  you  try  it;  ab.o.u.e.t.  i.^.  = 
"V.0.L.T.AJ.R.E:  and  perceive  at  once,  with  obligations  to 
"Smelfimgus,  that  he  has  settled  this  small  matter  for  you, 
"and  that  you  can  be  silent  upon  it  forever  thenceforth. 

" The  anagram  Voltaire,  gloomily  settled  in  the  Bastille 
"  in  this  manner,  canbe  reckoned  a  very  famous  wide-sounding 
"  outer  result  of  the  Bohan  impertinence  and  blackguardism; 
"but  it  is  not  worth  naming  beside  the  inner  intrinsic  result, 
"of  banishing  Voltaire  to  England  at  this  point  of  his  course. 
"England  was  full  of  Constitutionality  and  Freethinking; 
"Tolands,  Collinses,  Wollastons,  Bolingbrokes ,  stillliving; 
"very  firee  indeed.  England,  one  is  astonished  to  see,  has 
"  its  royal-republican  ways  of  doing;  something  Boman  in  it, 
"  from  Peerage  down  to  Plebs ;  strange  and  curious  to  the  eye 
" of  M.  de  Voltaire.  Sciences  flourishing:  Newton  still  alive, 
"white  with  four -score  years,  the  venerable  hoary  man; 
"Locke's  Gospel  of  Conunon  Sense  in  full  vogue,  or  even 
"done  into  verse,  by  incomparable  Mr.  Pope,  for  the  culti- 
"vated  upper  classes.  In  science,  in  religion,  in  politics, 
''what  a  surprising  'liberty'  allowed  or  taken!    Never  was  a 
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"freer  turn  of  thinking.  And  (what  to  M.  de  Voltaire  is  a 
"pleasant  feature)  it  is  Freethinking  withruflOles  to  its^^^hirt 
*'and  rings  on  its  fingers;  —  never  yet,  the  least,  dreaming 
''of  the  shirtless  or  sansculottic  state  that  lies  ahead  for  it! 
"  That  is  the  palmy  condition  of  English  Liberty ,  when  M.  de 
"Voltaire  arrives  there. 

"In  a  man  just  out  of  the  Bastille  on  those  terms ,  there  is 
"a  mind  driven  by  hard  suffering  into  seriousness,  and  pro- 
evoked  by  indignant  comparisons  and  remembrances.  As  if 
"you  had  elaborately  ploughed  and  pulverised  the  mind  of 
"  this  Voltaire  to  receive  with  its  utmost  avidity,  and  strength 
"of  fertility ,  whatever  seed  England  may  have  for  it.  That 
"was  a  notable  conjuncture  of  a  man  with  circumstances. 
"The  question,  Is  this  man  to  grow  up  a  Court  Poet;  to  do 
"legitimate  dramas,  lampoons,  witty  verses,  and  wild  spiri- 
"tual  and  practical  magnificences,  the  like  never  seen; 
"Princes  and  Princesses  recognising  him  as  plainly  divine, 
"  and  keeping  him  tied  by  enchantments  to  that  poor  trade  as 
"his  task  in  life?  is  answered  in  the  negative.  No:  and  it  is 
"not  quite  to  decorate  and  comfort  your  *dry  dungheap*  of  a 
"world,  or  the  fortunate  cocks  that  scratch  on  it,  that  the 
"man  Voltahre  is  here;  but  to  shoot  lightnings  into  it,  and 
"  set  it  ablaze  one  day !  That  was  an  important  alternative ; 
"truly  of  world-importance  to  the  poor  generations  that  now 
"are:  and  it  was  settled,  in  good  part,  by  this  voyage  to 
"England,  as  one  may  surmise.  Such  is  sometimes  the  use 
"of  a  dissolute  Rohan  in  this  world;  for  the  gods  make  im- 
"  plements  of  all  manner  of  things. 

"M.  de  Voltaire  (for  we  now  drop  the  Arouet  altogether, 
"  and  never  hear  of  it  more)  came  to  England — when?  Quitted 
"  England  —  when?  Sorrow  on  all  fatuous  Biographers ,  who 
"  spend  their  time  not  in  laying  permanent  foundation-stones, 
"but  in  fencing  with  the  wind  I  —  I  at  last  find  india^xsiiaJ^  ^ 


156  AT  REINSBE&a.  [bOOKZ« 

Aug.  1786. 

it  was  in  1726  that  he  came  to  England:*  and  he  himself 
tells  us  that  he  quitted  it  '  in  1728.'  Spent ,  therefore ,  some 
two  years  there  in  all ,  —  last  year  of  George  I,*s  reign ,  and 
first  of  George  II.*s.  But  mere  inanity  and  darkness  visible 
reign ,  in  all  his  Biographies ,  over  this  period  of  his  life, 
which  was  above  all  others  worth  investigating:  seek  not  to 
know  it ;  no  man  has  inquired  into  it ,  probably  no  competent 
man  now  ever  wilL  By  hints  in  certain  Letters  of  the  period, 
we  learn  that  he  lodged ,  or  at  one  time  lodged ,  in  ^  Maiden 
Lane,  Covent  Garden;'  one  of  those  old  Houses  that  yet 
stand  in  Maiden  Lane :  for  which  small  fact  let  us  be  thank- 
ful. His  own  Letters  of  the  period  are  dated  now  and  then 
from  'Wandsworth.'  Allusions  there  are  to  Bolingbroke; 
but  the  Wandsworth  is  not  Bolingbroke's  mansion,  which 
stood  in  Battersea;  the  Wandsworth  was  one  Edward 
Fawkener's ;  a  man  somewhat  admirable  to  young  Voltaire, 
but  extinct  now ,  or  nearly  so ,  in  human  memory.  He  had 
been  a  Turkey  Merchant,  it  would  seem,  and  nevertheless 
was  admitted  to  speak  his  word  in  intellectual,  even  in 
political  circles;  which  was  wonderful  to  young  Voltaire. 
This  Fawkener,  I  think,  became  Sir  Edward  Fawkener, 
and  some  kind  of  'Secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland:' 
—  I  judge  it  to  be  the  same  Fawkener;  a  man  highly  un- 
memorable  now,  were  it  not  for  the  young  Frenchman  he 
was  hospitable  to.  Fawkener's  and  Bolingbroke's  are  per- 
haps the  only  names  that  turn  up  in  Voltaire's  Letters  of  this 
English  Period:  over  which  generally  there  reigns,  in  the 
French  Biographies,  inane  darkness,  with  an  intimation, 
half-involuntary ,  that  it  should  have  been  made  luminous, 
and  would  if  perfectly  easy. 
'^  We  know,  from  other  sources ,  that  he  had  acquaintance 

*  Got  out  of  the  Bastille,  with  orders  to  leave  France,  *'20th  April*'  of 
that  year  i^CEwres  de  VolttUre^  i.  40  n.>* 
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"  with  many  men  in  England ,  with  all  manner  of  important 
"  men:  Notes  to  Pope  in  Voltaire-English ,  visit  of  Voltaire  to 
"  Congreve,  Notes  even  to  such  as  Lady  Sundon  in  the  interior 
"of  the  Palace,  are  known  of.  The  brightest  young  fellow 
"in  the  world  did  not  want  for  introductions  to  the  highest 
"quarters,  in  that  time  of  political  alliance,  and  extensive 
"private  acquaintance,  between  his  Country  and  ours.  And 
"  all  this  he  was  the  man  to  improve,  both  in  the  trivial  and 
"the  deep  sense.  His  bow  to  the  divine  Princess  Caroline 
"  and  suite ,  could  it  fail  in  graceful  reverence  or  what  else  was 
"  needed?  Dextrous  right  words  in  the  right  places ,  winged 
"withe^n'/so-caUed:  tiiat  was  the  man's  supreme  talent,  in 
' '  which  he  had  no  match ,  to  the  last.  A  most  brilliant ,  swift, 
"far-glancing  young  man,  disposed  to  make  himself  generally 
"  agreeable.  For  the  rest ,  his  wonder ,  we  can  see ,  was  kept 
"awake;  wonder  readily  inclining,  in  his  circumstances ,  to- 
"  wards  admiration.  The  stereotype  figure  of  the  English- 
"  man ,  always  the  same ,  which  turns  up  in  Voltaire's  Works, 
"is  worth  noting  in  this  respect.  A  rugged  surly  kind  of 
" fellow,  much»enduring,  not  intrinsically  bad;  splenetic  with- 
"  out  complaint,  standing  oddly  inexpugnable  in  that  natural 
"stoicism  of  his;  taciturn,  yet  with  strange  flashes  of  speech 
<^  in  him  now  and  then,  something  which  goes  beyond  laughter 
"  and  articulate  logic,  and  is  the  taciturn  elixir  of  these  two, 
"  what  they  call  *  humour  *  in  their  dialect :  this  is  pretty  much 
^^  the  reverse  of  Voltaire's  own  self,  and  therefore  aU  the  wel- 
" comer  to  him;  delineated  always  with  a  kind  of  mockery, 
"but  with  evident  love.  What  excellences  are  in  England, 
"thought  Voltaire;  no  Bastille  in  it,  for  one  thing!  Newton's 
"Philosophy  annihilated  the  vortexes  of  Descartes  for  him ; 
"Locke's  Toleration  is  very  grand  (especially  if  all  is  un- 
" certain,  and  you  are  in  the  minority);  then  Collins,  Wol- 
"  laston  and  Company ,  —  no  vile  Jesuits  here  ^  stcoim^m^&isfiss. 
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''mendacious  malodorous  stupidity,  despicablest  yet  most 
"dangerous  of  creatures,  to  check  freedom  or  thought!  Blus- 
"trious  Mr.  Pope,  of  the  Essay  on  Man,  surely  he  is  adniir- 
"able;  as  are  Pericles  Bolingbroke,  and  many  others.  Even 
''Bolingbroke's  high -lackered  brass  is  gold  to  this  young 
"French  friend  of  his,  —  Through  all  which  admirations 
''and  exaggerations  the  progress  of  the  young  man,  toward 
''certain  very  serious  attainments  and  achievements,  is  con- 
"  ceivable  enough. 

"One  other  man,  who  ought  to  be  mentioned  in  the  Bio- 
"graphics,  I  find  Voltaire  to  have  made  acquaintance  with, 
"in  England:  a  Grerman  M.  Fabrice,  one  of  several  Brothers 
" called  Fabrice  orFabricius,  —  concerning  whom,  how  he 
"had  been  at  Bender,  and  how  Voltaire  picked  Charles  Douze 
"  from  the  memory  of  him ,  there  was  already  mention.  The 
"  same  Fabrice  who  held  poor  George  I.  in  his  arms  while  the7 
"drove,  galloping,  to  Osnabriick,  that  night,  in  extremis: 
" — not  needing  mention  again.  The  following  is  more  to 
"  the  point. 

"Voltaire,  among  his  multifarious  studies  while  in  Eng- 
"land,  did  not  forget  that  of  economics:  his  Poem  La  Ligue, 
" —  surreptitiously  printed,  three  years  since,  under  tiiat 
"title  (one  Desfontaines ,  a  hungry  Ex- Jesuit,  the  perpetra- 
"tor),*  —  he  now  took  in  hand  for  his  own  benefit;  washed 
"it  clean  of  its  blots;  christened  it  Henriade,  under  which 
"name  it  is  still  known  over  all  the  world;  —  and  printed  it; 
"published  it  here,  by  subscription,  in  1726;  one  of  the  first 
"things  he  imdertook.  Very  splendid  subscription;  headed 
"by  Princess  Caroline,  and  much  favoured  by  the  opulent  of 
"  quality.  Which  yielded  an  unknown  but  very  considerable 
"sum  of  thousands  sterling,  and  grounded  not  only  the  world- 

»  1723,  Fie,  par  T.  J.  D.  V.  (that  is,  "M****  In  the  second  form),  p.  6». 
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"  renown  but  the  domestic  finance  of  M.  de  Voltaire.  For  the 
"fame  of  the  *new  epic,'  as  this  Henriade  was  called,  soon 
"  spread  into  all  lands.  And  such  fame ,  and  other  agencies 
**on  his  behalf,  having  opened  the  way  home  for  Voltaire, 
"  he  took  this  sum  of  Thousands  Sterling  along  with  him ;  laid 
"it  out  judiciously  in  some  city  lottery,  or  profitable  scrip 
"then  going  at  Paris,  which  at  once  doubled  the  amount: 
"after  which  he  invested  it  in  Corn-trade,  Army  Clothing, 
" Barbary- trade ,  Commissariat  Bacon- trade,  all  manner  of 
"well-chosen trades,  — being  one  of  the  shrewdest  financiers 
"  on  record ;  —  and  never  from  that  day  wanted  abundance  of 
"money,  for  one  thing.  Which  he  judged  to  be  extremely 
"expedient  for  a  literary  man,  especially  in  times  of  Jesuit 
"  and  other  tribulation.  *  You  have  only  to  watch ,'  he  would 
"say,  *what  scrips,  public  loans,  investments  in  the  field  of 
"*agio ,  are  oflPered;  if  you  exert  any  judgment,  it  is  easy  to 
"  *  gain  there :  do  not  the  stupidest  of  mortals  gain  there ,  by 
"  *  intensely  attending  to  it? ' 

"Voltaire  got  almost  nothing  by  his  Books,  which  he 
'* generally  had  to  disavow,  and  denounce  as  surreptitious 
"  supposititious  scandals ,  when  some  sharp-set  Bookseller ,  in 
"whose  way  he  had  laid  the  savoury  article  as  bait,  chose  to 
"risk  his  ears  for  the  profit  of  snatching  and  publishing  it. 
"Next  to  nothing  by  his  Books;  but  by  his  fine  finance- talent 
"otherwise,  he  had  become  possessed  of  ample  moneys. 
"Which  were  so  cunningly  disposed,  too,  that  he  had  re- 
"  sources  in  every  Country;  and  no  conceivable  combination 
"of  confiscating  Jesuits  and  dark  fanatic  Official  Persons 
"  could  throw  him  out  of  a  livelihood ,  whithersoever  he  might 
"  be  forced  to  run.  A  man  that  looks  facts  in  the  face ;  which 
"  is  creditable  of  him.  The  vulgar  call  it  avarice  and  the  like, 
"  as  their  way  is :  but  M.  de  Voltaire  is  convinced  that  effects 
"  will  follow  causes ;  and  that  it  well  beseems  a  loi^aV^  \^\sia»- 
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"  elite ,  hunting  his  way  through  the  howling  wildernesses  and 
"confused  ravenous  populations  of  this  world ,  to  have  money 
"ill  his  pocket.  He  died  with  a  revenue  of  some  7,000/.  a 
"year,  probably  as  good  as  20,000/.  at  present;  the  richest 
"literary  man  ever  heard  of  hitherto,  as  well  as  the  remark- 
"  ablest  in  some  other  respects.  But  we  have  to  mark  the  se- 
"condphasis  of  his  life"  (in  which  Friedrich  now  sees  him), 
"  and  how  it  grew  out  of  this  first  one. 

''Phasis  Second  (1728-1733).— Eetuming  home  as  if  quietly 
"triumphant,  with  such  a  talent  in  him,  and  such  a  sancticm 
"  put  upon  it  and  him  by  a  neighbouring  Nation  and  by  aU  the 
"world ,  Voltaire  was  warmly  received ,  in  his  old  aristocratic 
"  circles ,  by  cultivated  France  generally ;  and  now  in  1728,  in 
"his  thirty-second  year,  might  begin  to  have  definite  outlooks 
"of  a  sufficiently  royal  kind,  in  Literature  and  otherwise. 
"Nor  is  he  slow,  far  from  it,  to  advance,  to  conqner  and 
"enjoy.  He  writes  successful  literature,  falls  in  love  with 
"women  of  quality;  encourages  the  indigent  and  humble; 
"  eclipses ,  and  in  case  of  need  tramples  down,  the  too  proud. 
"He  elegises  poor  AdrienneLecouvreur,  the  Actress,  — our 
"poor  friend  the  Comte  de  Saxe's  female  friend;  who  loyally 
"emptied  out  her  whole  purse  for  him,  30,000/. in  one  sum, 
"that  he  might  try  forCourland,  and  whether  he  could  faU 
"in love  with  her  of  the  Swollen  Cheek  there;  which  proved 
"impossible.  Elegises  Adrienne,  we  say,  and  even  buries 
"her  under  cloud  of  night:  ready  to  protect  unfortunate- 
"  females  of  merit  Especially  theatrical  females ;  having  much 
"to  do  in  the  theatre,  which  we  perceive  to  be  the  pulpit  or 
"real  preaching-place  of  cultivated  France  in  those  years. 
"  All  manner  of  verse ,  all  manner  of  prose ,  he  dashes  off  with 
"surprising  speed  and  grace:  showers  of  light  spray  for  the 
*' moment;  and  always  some  current  of  graver  enterprisei 
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^Steele  de  Louis  Quatorze  or  the  like,  going  on  beneath  it. 

*  For  he  is  a  most  diligent ,  swiffc ,  unresting  man ;  and  studies 
^and  learns  amazingly  in  such  a  rackety  existence.    Vic- 

*  torious  enough  in  some  senses ;  defeat  y  in  Literature ,  never 
^visited  him.  His  Plays,  coming  thick  on  the  heels  of  one 
'another,  rapid  brilliant  pieces,  are  brilliantly  received  by 
'the  unofficial  world;  and  ought  to  dethrone  dull  Cr^billon, 
'and  the  sleepy  potentates  of  Poetry  that  now  are.  Which 
'in  fact  is  their  result  with  the  public;  but  not  yet  in  the 
'highest  courtly  places;  —  a  defect  much  to  be  condemned 
'  and  lamented. 

''Numerous  enemies  arise,  as  is  natural,  of  an  envious 
'venomous  description;  this  is  anotber  ever- widening  shadow 
'in  the  sunshine.  In  fact  we  perceive  he  has,  besides  the 
'inner  obstacles  and  griefis,  two  classes  of  outward  ones: 
'  There  are  Lions  on  his  path  and  also  Dogs.  Lions  are  the 
'Ex-Bishop  of  Mirepoix,  and  certain  other  dark  Holy  Fathers, 
'  or  potent  orthodox  Official  Persons.  These ,  though  Vol- 
' taire  does  not  yet  declare  his  heterodoxy  (which,  indeed,  is 
'  but  the  or<^doxy  of  the  cultivated  private  circles) ,  perceive 
'  well  enough,  even  by  the  Henriade^  and  its  talk  of '  tolerance,* 
'  horror  of '  fanaticism'  and  the  like ,  what  this  one's  'doxy  is ; 
'  and  how  dangerous  he ,  not  a  mere  mute  man  of  quality ,  but 
'a  talking  spirit  with  winged  words,  may  be;  —  and  they 
'  much  annoy  and  terrify  him,  by  their  roaring  in  the  distance, 
'  Which  roaring  cannot ,  of  course ,  convince ;  and  since  it  is 
'  not  permitted  to  kill ,  can  only  provoke  a  talking  spirit  into 
'still  deeper  strains  of  heterodoxy  for  his  own  private  behoof. 
'  These  are  the  Lions  on  his  path:  beasts  conscious  to  them- 
' selves  of  good  intentions;  but  manifesting  from  Voltaire's 
'point  of  view,  it  must  be  owned,  a  physiognomy  unlovely 
'  to  a  degree.    '  Light  is  superior  to  darkness ,  I  should  think,' 

*  meditates  Voltaire ;  '  power  of  thought  to  the  want  of  power  I 
Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great*  V.  "^ 
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"  *  The  Ane  de  Mrepoix  (Ass  of  Mirepoix) ,  *  pretending  to  use 
'< '  me  in  this  manner,  is  it  other,  in  the  court  of  Bhadamanthus, 
'^Hhan  transcendent  Stupidity,  with  transcendent  Insolence 
**  *  superadded  ? '  Voltaire  grows  more  and  more  heterodox ;  and 
*'  is  ripening  towards  dangerous  utterances ,  though  he  strives 
"to  hold  in. 

"  The  Dogs  upon  his  path,  again,  are  all  the  disloyal  en- 
"vious  persons  of  the  Writing  Class,  whom  his  success  has 
"offended;  and,  more  generally,  all  the  dishonest  hungry 
"persons  who  can  gain  a  morsel  by  biting  him:  and  their  name 
"  is  legion.  It  must  be  owned ,  about  as  ugly  a  Doggery  (*m- 
"/amc  Canaille^  he  might  well  reckon  them)  as  has,  before  or 
"since,  infested  the  patfa^of  a  man.  They  are  not  hired  and 
"set  on,  as  angry  suspicion  might  suggest;  but  they  are 
"covertly  somewhat  patronised  by  the  Mirepoix,  or  orthodox 
"  Official  class.  Scandalous  Ex- Jesuit  Desfontaines,  Thersites 
"  Fr^ron, — these  are  but  types  of  an  endless  Doggery ;  whose 
"names  and  works  should  be  blotted  out;  whose  one  claim 
"to  memory  is,  that  the  riding  man  so  often  angrily  sprang 
"down,  and  tried  horsewhipping  them  into  silence.  A  vain 
"attempt.  The  individual  hound  flies  howling,  abjectly 
"petitioning  and  promising;  but  the  rest  bark  all  with  new 
"comfort,  and  even  he  starts  again  straightway.  It  is  bad 
"travelling  in  these  woods,  with  such  Lions  and  such  Dogs. 
"  And  then  the  sparsely  scattered  fiwman  Creatures  (so  we  may 
"call  them  in  contrast,  persons  of  Quality  for  most  part) 
"are  not  always  what  they  should  be.  The  grand  mansions 
"you  arrive  at,  in  this  waste-howling  solitude,  prove  some- 
"times  essentially  Robber- towers ; — and  there  may  be  Armida 
"Palaces ,  and  divine-looking  Armidas ,  where  your  ultimate 
"fate  is  still  worse. 
*Qiie  le  monde  eat  rempli  d'enchanteurstje  ne  dis  rien  d' enchanter  esses!* 

*  Poor  Joke  of  Voltaire's ,  continually  applied  to  this  Bishop,  or  Ex- 
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"  To  think  of  it ,  the  solitary  Ishmaelite  journeying ,  never  so 
"well  mounted,  through  such  a  wilderness;  with  lions,  dogs, 
"human  robbers  andArmidas  all  about  him;  himself  lonely, 
"friendless  under  the  stars:  —  one  could  pity  him  withal, 
"  though  that  is  not  the  feeling  he  solicits;  nor  gets  hitherto, 
"  even  at  this  impartial  distance. 

"  One  of  the  beautiful  creatures  of  Quality,  —  we  hope,  not 
"  an  Armida ,  —  who  came  athwart  Voltaire ,  in  these  times, 
"  was  a  Madame  du  Chlitelet;  distinguished  from  all  the  others 
"by  a  love  of  mathematics  and  the  pure  sciences,  were  it  no- 
"  thing  else.  She  was  still  young,  under  thirty;  the  literary 
"man  still  under  forty.  With  her  Husband,  to  whom  she 
"had  brought  a  child,  or  couple  of  children,  there  was  no 
"formal  quarrel;  but  they  were  living  apart,  neither  much 
"  heeding  the  other ,  as  was  by  no  means  a  case  without  exam- 
"ple  at  that  time;  Monsieur  soldiering,  and  philandering 
"  about ,  in  garrison  or  elsewhere ;  Madame ,  in  a  like  humour, 
"doing  the  best  for  herself  in  the  high  circles  of  society,  to 
"  which  he  and  she  belonged.  Most  wearisome  barren  circles 
"  to  a  person  of  thought,  as  both  she  and  M.  de  Voltaire  em- 
"  phatically  admitted  to  one  another,  on  first  making  acquaint- 
"  ance.    But  is  there  no  help  ? 

"  Madame  had  tried  the  pure  sciences  and  philosophies ,  in 
"Books:  but  how  much  more  charming,  when  they  come  to 
"you  as  a  Human  Philosopher;  handsome,  magnanimous,  and 
"the  wittiest  man  in  the  world.  Young  Madame  was  not 
"regularly  beautiful;  but  she  was  very  piquant ,  radiant,  ad- 
" venturous;  understood  other  things  than  the  pure  sciences, 

Bishop,  —  who  was  thought,  generally,  a  rather  tenebrific  man  for  appoint- 
ment  to  the  Feuille  des  Bdnefices  (charge  of  nominating  Bishops,  keeping 
King^s  conscience ,  &c.) ;  and  who,  in  that  capacity,  signed  himself  Anc,  (by 
no  means  *Ane/  but  ^Ancient  Whilom 0  de  MirepoiXf  —  to  the  enragement  of 
Voltaire  often  enough. 
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''and  could  be  abundantly  coquettish  and  engaging.  I  have 
"known  her  scuttle  off,  on  an  evening,  with  a  couple  of  ad- 
venturous young  wives  of  Quality,  to  the  remote  lodging  of 
"  the  witty  M.  de  Voltaire ,  and  make  his  dim  evening  radiant 
"  to  him.*  Then  again ,  in  public  crowds ,  I  have  seen  them; 
"obliged  to  dismount,  to  the  peril  of  Madame*s  diamonds, 
"there  being  a  jam  of  carriages,  and  no  getting  forward  for 
"half  the  day.  In  short,  they  are  becoming  more  and  more 
"intimate,  to  the  extremest  degree;  and,  scorning  the  world, 
"thank  Heaven  that  they  are  mutually  indispensable.  Cannot 
"we  get  away  from  this  scurvy  wasp's-nest  of  a  Paris,  thought 
"  they ,  and  live  to  ourselves  and  our  Books? 

"Madame  was  .of  high  quality,  one  of  the  Breteuils;  but 
"  was  poor  in  comparison ,  and  her  Husband  the  like.  An  old 
"  Chateau  of  theirs ,  named  Cirey ,  stands  in  a  pleasant  enough 
"  little  valley  in  Champagne ;  but  so  dilapidated ,  gaunt  and 
"vacant,  nobody  can  live  in  it.  Voltaire,  who  is  by  this  time 
"a  man  of  ample  moneys,  iumishes  the  requisite  cash;  Ma- 
"dame  and  he,  in  sweet  symphony,  concert  the  plans: 
"Cirey  is  repaired,  at  least  parts  of  it  are,  into  a  boudoir 
"of  the  gods,  regardless  of  expense;  nothing  ever  seen  so 
"tasteful,  so  magnificent;  and  the  two  repair  thither  to 
"study,  in  peace,  what  sciences,  pure  and  other,  they  have 
"a mind  to.  They  are  recognised  as  lovers,  by  the  Parisian 
"public,  with  little  audible  censure  from  anybody  there, 
" —  with  none  at  all  from  the  easy  Husband;  who  occa- 
"sionally  even  visits  Cirey,  if  he  be  passing  that  way;  and 
"is  content  to  take  matters  as  he  finds  them,  without  look- 
"ing  below  the  surface.**    For  the  Ten  Commandments  are 

•  One  of  Voltaire's  Letters. 

**  See  (whoever  is  curious)  Madame  de  Grafigny:  Vie  Privie  de  Voltaire 
et  de  Madame  du^Chdtelet  (Paris,  1820).  A  six  months  of  actual  Letters 
yrritten  by  poor  Qrafigny,  while  sheltering  at  Cirey,  Winter  and  Spring 
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'*  at  a  singnlar  pass ,  in  cultivated  France  at  this  epoch.  Such 
"illicit-idyllic  form  of  life  has  been  the  form  of  Voltaire's 
"since  1733,"  — for  some  three  years  now,  when  Friedrich 
and  we  first  make  acquaintance  with  him.  ^'  It  lasted  above  a 
"  dozen  years  more :  an  illicit  marriage  after  its  sort,  and  sub- 
"  ject  only  to  the  liabilities  of  such.  Perhaps  we  may  look  in 
" upon  the  Cirey  Household,  ourselves,  at  some  future  time; 
"  and  "  —  This  Editor  hopes  not ! 

"  Madame  admits  that  for  the  first  ten  years  it  was ,  on  the 
"whole,  sublime;  a  perfect  Eden  on  Earth,  though  stormy 
"  now  and  then.*  After  ten  years ,  it  began  to  grow  decidedly 
"dimmer;  and  in  the  course  of  few  years  more,  it  became 
"  undeniably  evident  that  M.  de  Voltaire  *  did  not  love  me  as 
"formerly*: — in  fact,  if  Madame  could  have  seen  it,  M.  de 
"Voltaire  was  growing  old.,  losing  his  teeth ,  and  the  like ;  and 
"  did  not  care  for  anything  as  formerly !  Which  was  a  dread- 
"fid  discovery,  and  gave  rise  to  results  by  and  by. 

"In  this  retreat  at  Cirey,  varied  with  flying  visits  to  Pa- 
"ris,  and  kept  awake  by  multifarious  Correspondences,  the 
"  quantity  of  Literature  done  by  the  two  was  great  and  miscel- 
"laneous.  By  Madame,  chiefly  in  the  region  of  the  pure 
"sciences,  in  Newtonian  Dissertations,  competitions  for  Prizes, 
"and  the  like:  really  sound  and  ingenious  Pieces,  entirely 
"forgotten  long  since.  By  Voltaire,  in  serious  Tragedies, 
"Histories,  in  light  Sketches  and  deep  Dissertations;  — 
"mockery  getting  ever  wilder  with  him;  the  satirical  vein,  in 


1788-1789;  straitened  there  in  yarioos  respects,  —  extremely  ill  off  for  fael, 
among  other  things.  Rugged  practical  Letters,  shadowing  out  to  as ,  un- 
conscioQsly  oftenest,  and  like  a  very  mirror,  the  splendid  and  the  sordid, 
the  seamy  side  and  the  smooth,  of  Life  at  Cirey,  in  her  experience  of  it. 
Published,  foar-score  years  after,  onder  the  above  title* 

*  Lettres  Inidites  de  Madame  la  Marquise  du  Chastelet;  auxqueUes  on  a 
Joint  UM  Dissertation  (<&c.  of  hers) :  Paris,  1806. 


166  AT  REINSBERG.  [bOOKX. 

Aug.  1786. 

"prose  and  verse ,  amazingly  copious ,  and  growing  more  and 
"more  heterodox ,  as  we  can  perceive.  His  troubles  from  the 
"ecclesiastical  or  Lion  kind  in  the  Literary  forest,  still  more 
"  from  the  rabid  Doggery  in  it ,  are  manifold ,  incessant.  And 
"it  is  pleasantly  notable,  —  during  these  first  ten  years,  — 
"with  what  desperate  intensity,  vigilance  and  fierceness ,  Ma- 
"  dame  watches  over  all  his  interests  and  liabilities  and  ca- 
"sualties  great  and  small;  leaping  with  her  whole  force  into 
"M.  de  Voltaire's  scale  of  the  balance,  cateless  of  antece- 
"  dences  and  consequences  alike ;  flying ,  with  the  spirit  of  an 
"angry  brood-hen,  at  the  face  of  mastiffs,  in  defence  of  any 
"feather  that  is  M.  de  Voltaire's.  To  which  Voltaire  replies, 
"  as  he  well  may ,  with  eloquent  gratitude;  with  Verses  to  the 
"  divine  Emilie,  with  Gifts  to  her,  verses  and  gifts  the  prettiest 
"in  the  world;  —  and  industriously  celebrates  the  divine 
yij.  "  Emilie  to  herself  and  all  third  parties. 
;*<^/  "An  ardent,  aerial,  graceftdly  predominant,  and  in  the 

"end  somewhat  termagant  female  figure,  this  divine  Emilie. 
"Her  temper,  radiant  rather  than  bland,  was  none  of  the 
"patientest  on  occasion ;  nor  was  M.  de  Voltaire  the  least  of  a 
"  Job ,  if  you  came  athwart  him  the  wrong  way.  I  have  heard, 
"  their  domestic  symphony  was  liable  to  furious  flaws,  —  let  us 
"hope  at  great  distances  apart:  —  that  Opiates ,'  in  presence  of 
"the  lackeys,  actual  crockery  or  metal,  have  been  known  to 
"fly  from  end  to  end  of  the  dinner- table;  nay  they  mention 
"'knives'  (though  only  in  the  way  of  oratorical  action);  and 
"Voltaire  has  been  heard  to  exclaim ,  the  sombre  and  majestic 
"voice  of  him  risen  to  a  very  high  pitch:  *iVe  me  regardez  tant 
"*  (7e  ces  yeux  Tiagards  et  louchesj  Don't  &s.  those  haggard  side* 
"*long  eyes  on  me,  in  that  way!'  —  mere  shrillness  of  pale 
"rage  presiding  over  the  scene.  But  we  hope  it  was  only 
"once  in  the  quarter,  or  seldomer:  after  which  the  element 
"would  be  clearer  for  some  time.    A  lonesome  literary  man, 
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"who  has  got  a  Brood  Phoenix  to  preside  over  him,  and  fly 
"  at  the  face  of  gods  and  men  for  him  in  that  manner ,  ought  to 
"be  grateful. 

" Perhaps  we  shall  one  day  glance ,  personally,  as  it  were, 
"into  Cirey  with  our  readers;"  —  Not  with  this  Editor  or  his ! 
"It  will  turn  out  beyond  the  reader's  expectation.  Tolerable 
"  illicit  resting-place ,  so  far  as  the  illicit  can  be  tolerable ,  for 
"  a  lonesome  Man  of  Letters,  who  goes  into  the  illicit.  Helpful- 
"ness,  affection,  or  the  flattering  image  of  such,  are  by  no 
"means  wanting:  squalls  of  infirm  temper  are  not  morefre- 
"  quent  than  in  the  most  licit  establishments  of  a  similar  sort. 
"Madame,  about  this  time,  has  a  swift  Palfrey,  ^Rossignol 
"  (Nightingale)*  the  name  of  him ;  and  gallops  fairy-like  through 
"the  winding  valleys;  being  an  ardent  rider,  andweU-look- 
"ing  on  horseback.  Voltaire's  study  is  inlaid  with  —  the 
"  Grafigny  knows  all  what :  —  mere  china  tiles,  gilt  sculptures, 
"marble  slabs,  and  the  supreme  of  taste  and  expense;  study  <■ 
"fit  for  the  Phoebus  Apollo  of  France,  so  far  as  Madame 
"could  contrive  it.  Takes  coffee  with  Madame,  in  the  Gal- 
"lery,  about  noon.  And  his  bedroom,  I  expressly  discern,* 
"looks  out  upon  a  running  brook,  the  murmur  of  which  is 
"pleasant  to  one." 

Enough,  enough.  We  can  perceive  what  kind  of 
Voltaire  it  was  to  whom  the  Crown-Prince  now  ad- 
dressed himself;  and  how  luminous  an  object,  shining 
afar  out  of  the  solitude%of  Champagne  upon  the  ardent 
young -man,  still  so  capable  of  admiration.  Model 
Epic,  Ilenriade;  model  History,  Charles  Dome;  sublime 
Tragedies,  Cesar ^  Alzire  and  others,  which  readers  still 
know  though  with  less  enthusiasm,  axe  blooming  fresh 

*  Letters  of  Voltaire, 
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in  Friedrich's  memory  and  hearty  such  Literature  as 
man  never  saw  before;  —  and  in  the  background 
Friedrich  has  inarticulately  a  feeling  as  if,  in  this  man, 
there  were  something  grander  than  all  Literatures:  a 
Eoform  of  human  Thought  itself;  a  new  "Grospel," 
good-tidings  or  Grod's-Message,  by  this  man;  —  which 
Friedrich  does  not  suspect,  as  the  world  with  horror 
does,  to  be  a  new  Ba'spel^  or  Devirs-Message  of  bad- 
tidings!  A  sublime  enough  Voltaire;  radiant  enough, 
over  at  Cirey  yonder.  To  all  lands,  a  visible  Phoebus 
Apollo,  climbing  the  eastern  steeps;  with  arrows  of 
celestial  "new  light"  in  his  quiver;  —  capable  of 
stretching  many  a  big  foul  Python,  belly  uppermost, 
in  its  native  mud,  and  ridding  the  poor  world  of  her 
Nightmares  and  Mud -Serpents  in  some  measure,  we 
may  hope!  — 

And  so  there  begins,  from  this  point,  a  lively  Cor- 
respondence between  Friedrich  and  Voltaire;  which, 
with  some  interruptions  of  a  notable  sort,  continued 
during  their  mutual  Life;  and  is  a  conspicuous  feature 
in  the  Biographies  of  both.  The  world  talked  much 
of  it,  and  still  talks;  and  has  now  at  last  got  it  all 
collected,  and  elucidated  into  a  dimly  legible  form  for 
studious  readers.*  It  is  by  no  means  the  diabolically 
wicked  Correspondence  it  wa^ thought  to  be;  the  re- 
verse, indeed,  on  both  sides;  —  but  it  has  unfortunately 
become  a  very  dull  one,  to  the  actual  generation  of 
mankind.     Not  without  intrinsic  merit*,  on  the  contrary 

*  Preuss,  (Euvret  deFrSddric  (zzi.xxfi.xxiii.,  Berlin,  1858);  who  super- 
sedes the  lazy  French  Editors  in  this  mattert 
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(if  you  read  intensely,  and  bring  the  extinct  alive 
again),  it  sparkles  notably  with  epistolary  grace  and 
vivacity;  and,  on  any  terms,  it  has  still  passages  of 
biographical  and  other  interest:  but  the  substance  of  it, 
then  so  new  and  shining,  has  fallen  absolutely  com- 
monplace, the  property  of  all  the  world,  since  then; 
and  is  now  very  wearisome  to  the  reader.  No  doctrine 
or  opinion  in  it  that  you  have  not  heard,  with  clear 
belief  or  clear  disbelief,  a  hundred  times,  and  could 
wish  rather  not  to  hear  again.  The  common  fate  of 
philosophical  originalities  in  this  world.  As  a  Bio- 
graphical Document,  it  is  worth  a  very  strict  perusal, 
if  you  are.  interested  that  way  in  either  Friedrich  or 
Voltaire:  finely  significant  hints  and  traits,  though  often 
almost  evanescent,  so  slight  are  they,  abound  in  this 
Correspondence;  firankness,  veracity  under  graceful 
forms,  being  the  rule  of  it,  strange  to  say!  As  an 
illustration  of  Two  memorable  Characters,  and  of  their 
Century;  showing  on  what  terms  ihe  Sage  Plato  of  the 
Eighteenth  Century  and  his  Tyrant  Dionysius  corre- 
spond, and  what  their  manners  are  to  one  another,  it 
may  long  have  a  kind  of  interest  to  mankind:  other- 
wise it  has  not  much  left. 

In  Friedrich's  History  it  was,  no  doubt,  an  impor- 
tant fact,  that  there  lived  a  Voltaire  along  with  him, 
twenty  years  his  senior.  With  another  Theory  of  the 
Universe  than  the  Voltaire  one,  how  much  other  had 
Friedrich  too  been!  But  the  Theory  called  by  Voltaire's 
name  was  not  properly  of  Voltaire's  creating,  but  only 
of  his  uttering  and  publishing;  it  lay  ready  for  erac*}- 
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body's  finding;  and  could  not  well  have  been  altogether 
missed  by  such  a  one  as  Friedrich.  So  that  perhaps 
we  exaggerate  the  effects  of  Voltaire  on  him,  though 
undoubtedly  they  were  considerable.  Considerable; 
but  not  derived  from  this  express  Correspondence,  which 
seldom  turns  on  didactic  points  at  all;  derived  rather 
from  Voltaire's  Printed  Works,  where  they  lay  deri- 
vable to  all  the  world.  Certain  enough  it  is,  Voltaire 
was  at  this  time,  and  continued  all  his  days,  Friedrich's 
chief  Thinker  in  the  world;  unofficially,  the  chief 
Preacher,  Prophet  and  Priest  of  this  Working  King; 

—  no  better  off  for  a  spiritual  Trismegistus  was  poor 
Friedrich  in  the  world !  On  the  practical  side,  Friedrich 
soon  outgrew  him,  —  perhaps  had  abeady  outgrown, 
having  far  more  veracity  of  character,  and  an  intellect 
far  better  built  in  the  silent  parts  of  it,  and  trained  too 
by  hard  experiences  to  know  shadow  from  substance; 

—  outgrew  him,  and  gradually  learned  to  look  down 
upon  him,  occasionally  with  much  contempt,  in  regard 
to  the  practical.  But  in  all  changes  of  humour  towards 
Voltaire,  Friedrich,  we  observe,  considers  him  as  plainly 
supreme  in  speculative  intellect;  and  has  no  doubt  but, 
for  thinking  and  speaking.  Nature  never  made  such 
another.  Which  may  be  taken  as  a  notable  feature  of 
Friedrich's  Bjstory;  and  gives  rise  to  passages  between 
Voltaire  and  him,  which  will  make  much  noise  in  time 
coming. 

Here,  meanwhile,  faithfully  presented  though  in 
condensed  form,  is  the  starting  of  the  Correspondence: 
First  Letter  of  it,   and  first  Eesponse.     Two  Pieces 


CHAP.  II.]  VOLTAIRE  AND  LITERARY  CORRESPONDENCESi  171 
8th  Aug.  1736. 

wMcli  were  once  bright  as  the  summer  sunrise  on  both 
sides,  but  are  now  fallen  very  dim;  and  have  much 
needed  condensation,  and  abridgment  by  omission  of 
the  unessential,  —  so  lengthy  are  they,  so  extinct  and 
almost  dreary  to  us!  Sublime  "Wolf"  and  his  "Phi- 
losophy," how  he  was  hunted  out  of  Halle  with  it, 
long  since;  and  now  shines  from  Marburg,  his  "Philo- 
sophy" and  he  supreme  among  mankind:  this,  and 
other  extinct  points,  the  reader's  fancy  will  endeavour 
to  rekindle  in  some  slight  measure: 

To  M,  de  Voltaire,  at  Cirey  (From  the  Crown-Prince). 

*' Berlin,  8th  Aagust  1786. 

"Monsieur,  —  Although  I  have  not  the  satisfaction  of 
"knowing  you  personally,  you  are  not  the  less  known  to  me 
"through  your  Works.  They  are  treasures  of  the  mind,  if  I 
"may  so  express  myself;  and  they  reveal  to  the  reader  new 
"beauties  at  every  fresh  perusal.  I  think  I  have  recognised 
"in  them  the  character  of  their  ingenious  Author ,  who  does 
"  honour  to  our  age  and  to  human  nature.  If  ever  the  dispute 
"on  the  comparative  merits  of  the  Modems  and  the  Ancients 
"  should  be  revived,  the  modem  great  men  will  owe  it  to  you, 
"and  to  you  only,  that  the  scale  is  turned  in  their  favour. 
"With  the  excellent  quality  of  Poet  you  join  innumerable 
"others  more  or  less  related  to  it.  Never  did  Poet  before  put 
"Metaphysics  into  rhythmic  cadence:  to  you  the  honour  was 
"reserved  of  doing  it  first. 

"  This  taste  for  Philosophy  manifested  in  your  writings, 
"induces  me  to  send  you  a  translated  Copy  of  the  Accusation 
"  and  the  Defence  ofM,  Wolf,  the  most  celebrated  Philosopher 
"of  our  days;  who,  for  having  carried  light  into  the  dariLOst 
"places  of  Metaphysics,  is  craelly  accused  of  irreligLoo.  «ati^ 
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*' atheism.  Sacli  is  the  destiny  of  great  men;  their  superior 
'^genius  exposes  tHem  to  the  poisoned  arrows  of  calumny  and 
^^envy.  I  am  about  getting  a  Translation  made  of  the 
^^ Treatise  on\  God,  the  Soul,  and  the  Worlds"  —  Translation 
done  by  an  Excellency  Suhm,  as  has  been  hinted,  —  "from 
"the  pen  of  the  same  Author.  I  will  send  it  you  when  it 
"is  finished;  and  I  am  sure  that  the  force  of  evidence  in 
"all  his  propositions,  and  their  close  geometrical  sequence, 
"  will  strike  you. 

"  The  kindness  and  assistance  you  afford  to  all  who  devote 
"themselves  to  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  makes  me  hope  that 
"you  wiU  not  exclude  me  from  the  number  of  those  whom  you 
"  find  worthy  of  your  instructions : '—  it  is  so  I  would  call  your 
"intercourse  by  Correspondence  of  Letters;  which  cannot  be 
"  other  than  profitable  to  every  thinking  being.  *  * 

*  *  "beauties  without  number  in  your  works.  Your^^n- 
"  riade  delights  me.  The  tragedy  of  Char  shows  us  sustained 
"  characters ;  the  sentiments  in  it  are  magnificent  and  grand, 
'  ^  and  one  feels  that  Brutus  is  either  a  Eoman,  or  else  an  English- 
"man  (ou  wn  Romain  ou  un  Anglais).  Your  Alzire,  to  the 
"graces  of  novelty ,  adds  "  *  * 

"Monsieur,  there  is  nothing  I  wish  so  much  as  to  possess 
*  *  all  your  Writings ,"  even  those  not  printed  hitherto.  "  Pray, 
"Monsieur,  do  communicate  them  to  me  without  reserve.  If 
"  there  be  amongst  your  Manuscripts  any  that  you  wish  to 
"  conceal  from  the  eyes  of  the  public,  I  engage  to  keep  them 
"in  the  profoimdest  secrecy.  I  am  imluckily  aware,  that 
"  the  faith  of  Princes  is  an  object  of  little  respect  in  our  days ; 
"nevertheless  I  hope  you  will  make  an  exception  from  the 
"general  rule  in  my  favour.  I  should  think  myself  richer  in 
"the  possession  of  your  Works  than  in  that  of  all  the  transient 
"  goods  of  Fortune.  These  the  same  chance  grants  and  takes 
"  away :  your  Works  one  can  make  one's  own  by  means  of 
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"  memory ,  so  that  they  last  us  whilst  it  lasts.  Knowing  how 
"  weak  my  own  memory  is ,  I  am  in  the  highest  degree  select  in 
"  what  I  trust  to  it. 

".If  Poetry  were  what  it  was  before  your  appearance,  a 
"strumming  of  wearisome  idyls,  insipid  eclogues,  tuneful 
"nothings,  I  should  renounce  it  forever:"  but  in  your  hands 
it  becomes  ennobled;  a  melodious  "course  of  morals;  worthy 
"  of  the  admiration  and  the  study  of  cultivated  minds  (des 

*  *  honnetes  gens).  You "  —  in  fine ,  "you  inspire  the  ambition 
"to  follow  in  your  footsteps.  But  I ,  how  often  have  I  said  to 
"myself:  ^MalheureuXy  throw  down  a  burden  which  is  above 

*  *  *  thy  strength  1  One  cannot  imitate  Voltaire,  without  being 
"*  Voltaire!'" 

"  It  is  in  such  moments  that  I  have  felt  how  small  are  those 
"advantages  of  birth,  those  vapours  of  grandeur,  with  which 
"vanity  would  solace  us  I  They^  amount  to  little,  properly 
"to  nothing  (pour  mieux  dire,  d  rten).  Nature,  when  she 
"pleases,  forms  a  great  soul,  endowed  with  faculties  that 
"can  advance  the  Arts  and  Sciences;  and  it  is  the  part  of 
"Princes  to  recompense  his  noble  toils.    Ah,  would  Glory 

*  *  but  make  use  of  me  to  crown  your  successes !  My  only  fear 
"wouldbe,  lest  this  Country,  little  fertile  in  laurels,  proved 
"unable  to  furnish  enough  of  them. 

"If  my  destiny  refuse  me  the  happiness  of  being  able  to 
"possess  you,  may  I,  at  least,  hope  one  day  to  see  the  man 
"whom  I  have  admired  so  long  now  from  afar;  and  to  assure 
"you,,  by  word  of  mouth,  that  I  am,  —  With  all  the  esteem 
"and  consideration  due  to  those  who,  following  the  torch  of 
"truth  for  guide,  consecrate  their  labours  to  the  Public,  — 
<< Monsieur,  your  affectionate  friend, 

"FBiiDiBic,  P.R.  of  Prussia."* 

*  (Euvres  de  Frid6riCi  xxi*  6« 
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By  what  route  or  conveyance  this  Letter  went,  I 
cannot  say.  In  general,  it  is  to  he  ohserved,  these 
Friedrich- Voltaire  Letters,  —  liable  perhaps  to  be  con- 
sidered contraband  at  both  ends  of  their  course,  —  do 
not  go  by  the  Post;  but  by  French-Prussian  Ministers, 
by  Hamburg  Merchants,  and  other  safe  subterranean 
channels.  Voltaire,  with  enthusiasm,-  and  no  doubt 
promptly,  answers  within  three  weeks: 

To  the  Crown-Prince ,  at  Reinsberg  (From  Voltaire). 

*^Cirey,  26th  August  1736. 

"Monseigneur,  —  A  man  must  be  void  of  all  feeling  who 
"were  not  infinitely  moved  by  the  Letter  which  your  Royal 
"Highness  has  deigned  to  honour  me  with.  My  self-love  is 
"  only  too  much  flattered  by  it:  but  my  love  of  Mankind,  which 
"I  have  always  nourished  in  my  heart,  and  which ,  I  venture 
"to  say,  forms  the  basis  of  my  character,  has  given  me  a 
"  very  much  purer  pleasure ,  —  to  see  that  there  is ,  now  in  the 
"world ,  a  Prince  who  thinks  as  a  man ;  a  Philosopher  Prince, 
"who  will  make  men  happy, 

"Permit  me  to  say,  there  is  not  a  man  on  the  earth  but 
"  owes  thanks  for  the  care  you  take  to  cultivate  by  sound  phi- 
"  losophy  a  soul  that  is  born  for  command.  Good  kings  there 
"never  were  except  those  that  had  begun  by  seeking  to  in- 
" struct  themselves;  by  knowing  good  men  from  bad;  by 
"loving  what  was  true ,  by  detesting  persecution  and  supers ti- 
"tion.  No  Prince,  persisting  in  such  thoughts,  but  might 
"bring  back  the  golden  age  into  his  Countries!  And  why 
"do  so  few  Princes  seek  this  glory?  You  feel  it,  Monseigneur, 
"it  is  because  they  all  think  more  of  their  Royalty  than  of 
"Mankind.  Precisely  the  reverse  is  your  case:  —  and,  un- 
"less,  one  day,  the  tumult  of  business  and  the  wickedness 
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"of  men  alter  so  divine  a  character,  you  will  be  worshiped 
"by  your  People,  and  loved  by  the  whole  world.  Philoso- 
"phers,  worthy  of  the  name,  will  flock  to  your  States ;  thinkers 
"will  crowd  round  that  throne,  as  the  skilfuUest  artisans 
"do  to  the  city  where  their  art  is  in  request.  The  illus- 
"trious  Queen  Christina  quitted  her  kingdom  to  go  in  search 
,"  of  the  Arts ;  reign  you ,  Monseigneur ,  and  the  Arts  will  come 
"to  seek  you. 

"May  you  only  never  be  disgusted  with  the  Sciences  by 
"the  quarrels  of  their  Cultivators!  A  race  of  n\en  no  better 
"than  Courtiers;  often  enough  as  greedy,  intriguing,  false 
"  and  cruel  as  these ,"  and  still  more  ridiculous  in  the  mischief 
they  do.  "And  how  sad  for  mankind  that  the  very  Inter- 
"preters  of  Heaven's  commandments,  the  Theologians,  I 
"mean,  are  sometimes  the  most  dangerous  of  all!  Professed 
"messengers  of  the  Divinity,  yet  men  sometimes  of  obscure 
"ideas  and  pernicious  behaviour;  their  soul  blown  out  with 
"mere  darkness;  full  of  gall  and  pride,  in  proportion  as 
"it  is  empty  of  truths.  Every  thinking  being  who  is  not 
"of  their  opinion,  is  an  Atheist;  and  every  King  who 
"  does  not  favour  them  will  be  damned.  Dangerous  to  the 
"very  throne;  and  yet  intrinsically  insignificant:**  best  way 
is ,  leave  their  big  talk  and  them  alone ;  speedy  collapse  will 
follow.  *  *  * 

"I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  your  Koyal  Highness  for  the 
"  gift  of  that  little  Book  about  Monsieur  Wolf.  I  respect  Me- 
"taphysical  ideas;  rays  of  lightning  they  are,  in  the  midst 
"  of  deep  night.  More ,  I  think ,  is  not  to  be  hoped  from  Meta- 
"  physics.  It  does  not  seem  likely  that  the  First-principles 
"  of  things  will  ever  be  known.  The  mice  that  nestle  in  some 
"little  holes  of  an  immense  fiiiilding,  know  not  whether  it  is 
"  eternal ,  or  who  the  Architect ,  or  why  he  built  it.  Such  mice 
"  are  we ;  and  the  Divine  Architect  who  built  the  Universe  has 
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"  never ,  that  I  know  of,  told  his  secret  to  one  of  us.  If  any- 
"  body  could  pretend  to  guess  correctly,  it  is  M.  Wolf,"  Beauti- 
fdl  in  your  Eoyal  Highness  to  protect  such  a  man.  And 
how  beautiful  it  will  be,  to  send  me  his  chief  Book,  as  you 
have  the  kindness  to  promise!  *'The  Heir  of  a  Monarchy, 
^'from  his  palace,  attending  to  the  wants  of  a  recluse  far 
"off!  Condescend  to  afford  me  the  pleasure  of  that  Book, 
"Monseigneur.  *  * 

**What  your  Koyal  Highness  thinks  of  Poetry  is  just: 
"verses  that  do  not  teach  men  new  and  touching  truths, 
"do  not  deserve  to  be  read."  As  to  my  own  poor  verses 
—  But,  after  all,  "that  Henriade  is  the  writing  of  an  Honest 
"  Man :  £t ,  in  that  sense ,  that  it  find  grace  with  a  Philosopher 
"Prince. 

"I  will  obey  your  comm^ds  as  to  sending  those  un- 
" published  Pieces.  You  shall  be  my  public,  Monseigneur; 
"your  criticisms  will  be  my  reward:  it  is  a  price  few  So- 
"vereigns  can  pay.  I  am  sure  of  your  secrecy:  your  virtue 
"  and  your  intellect  must  be  in  proportion.  I  should  indeed 
"  consider  it  a  precious  happiness  to  come  and  pay  my  court  to 
"  your  Royal  Highness !  One  travels  to  Bome  to  see  paintings 
"  and  ruins :  a  Prince  such  as  you  is  a  much  more  singular  ob- 
"ject;  worthier  of  a  long  journey !  But  the  friendship"  (divine 
Emilie^s)  "which  keeps  me  in  this  retirement  does  not  i^ermit 
"  my  leaving  it.  No  doubt  you  think  with  Julian ,  that  great 
"  and  much-calumniated  man,  who  said,  ^Friends  should  al- 
"  *  ways  be  preferred  to  Kings.* 

"In  whatever  comer  of  the  world  I  may  end  my  life,  be 
"  assured,  Monseigneur,  my  wishes  will  continually  be  for  you, 
" — that  is  to  say ,  for  a  whole  People's  happiness.  My  heart 
**will  rank  itself  among  your  subjects;  your  glory  will  ever 
*'  be  dear  to  me.    I  shall  wish ,  May  you  always  be  like  your- 


CHAP.  n.J  VOLTAIRB  AND  LITEBABY  CORRESPONDENCES.    177 
Aug.  1736. 

"self,  and  may  other  Kings  be  like  you  I  — I  am,  with  pro- 
*'  found  respect ,  your  Eoyal  Highnesses  most  humble 

"Voltaire.*'* 

The  Correspondence,  once  kindled,  went  on  apace; 
and  soon  burst  forth,  finding  nourishment  all  round, 
into  a  shining  little  household  fire,  pleasant  to  the 
hands  and  hearts  of  both  parties.  Consent  of  opinions 
on  important  matters  is  not  wanting;  nor  is  emphasis 
in  declaring  the  same.  The  mutual  admiration,  which 
is  high,  —  high  and  intrinsic  on  Friedrich's  side;  and 
on  Voltaire's,  high  if  in  part  gjtrinsic,  —  by  no  means 
wants  for  emphasis  of  statement:  superlatives,  tempered 
by  the  best  art,  pass  and  repass.  Friedrich,  reading 
Voltaire's  immortal  Manuscripts,  confesses  with  a  blush, 
before  long,  that  he  himself  is  a  poor  Apprentice  that 
way.  Voltaire,  at  sight  of  the  Princely  Productions,  is 
full  of  admiration,  of  enq^iragement;  does  a  little  in 
correcting,  solecisms  of  grammar  chiefly;  a  little,  by  no 
means  much.  But  it  is  a  growing  branch  of  employ- 
ment; now  and  henceforth  almost  the  one  reality  of 
function  Voltaire  can  find  for  himself  in  this  beautiful 
Correspondence.  For,  "Oh  what  a  Crown -Prince, 
ripening  forward  to  be  the  delight  of  human  nature,  and 
realise  the  dream  of  sages.  Philosophy  upon  the  Throne!" 
And  on  the  other  side,  "Oh  what  a  Phoebus  Apollo, 
mounting  the  eastern  sky,  chasing  the  Nightmares,  — 
sowing  the  Earth  with  orient  pearl,  to  begin  with!" 
-—  In  which  fine  duet,  it  must  be  said,  the  Prince  is 

*  CEwres  de  Fridiric^  xxU  10. 
Carlyte,  Frederic  the  Great.  V.  "^ 
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perceptibly  the  truer  singer;  singing  within  compass, 
and  firom  the  heart;  while  the  Phoebus  shows  himself 
acquainted  with  art,  and  warbles  in  seductive  quavers, 
now  and  then  beyond  the  pitch  of  his  voice.  We  must 
own  also,  Friedrich  proves  little  seducible;  shows  him- 
self laudably  indifferent  to  such  siren-singing;  —  per- 
haps more  used  to  flattery,  and  knowing  by  experience 
how  little  meal  is  tooe  made  of  chaff.  Voltaire,  in  an 
ungrateful  France,  naturally  plumes  himself  a  good 
deal  on  such  recognition  by  a  Foreign  Bising  Sun; 
and,  of  the  two,  though  so  many  years  the  elder,  is 
much  more  like  losing  head  a  little. 

Elegant  gifts  are  despatched  to  Cirey;  gold-amber 
trinkets  for  Madame,  perhaps  an  amber  inkholder  for 
Monsieur:  priceless  at  Cirey  as  gifts  of  the  very  gods. 
By  and  by,  a  messenger  goes  express:  the  witty 
Colonel  Keyserling,  witty  but  experienced,  whom  we 
once  named  at  Eeinsberg;  he  is  to  go  and  see  with  his 
eyes,  since  his  Master  cannot  What  a  messenger 
there;  ambassador  from  star  to  star!  Keyserling^s  re- 
port at  Reinsberg  is  not  given;  but  we  have  Grafigny's, 
which  is  probably  the  more  impartial.  Keyserling's 
embassy  was  in  the  end  of  next  year;*  and  there  is 
plenty  of  airy  writing  about  it  and  him,  in  these 
Letters. 

Friedrich  has  translated  the  name  Keyserling  (dimi- 
nutive of  Kaiser)  into  "Caesarion;"  —  and  I  should 
have  said,  he  plays  much  upon  names  and  also  upon 
things,  at  Eeinsberg,  in  that  style;  and  has  a  good  deal 

•  3d  November  1787  (aa  we  gather  from  the  Correspondenco). 
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of  airy  symbolism,  and  cloudwork  ingeniously  painted 
round  the  solidities  of  liis  life  there.  Especially  a 
"Bayard  Order,"  as  he  calls  it:  Twelve  of  his  selectest 
Friends  made  into  a  Chivalry  Brotherhood,  the  names 
of  whom  are  all  changed,  "Cffisarion"  one  of  them; 
with  dainty  devices,  and  mimetic  procedures  of  the  due 
sort  Which  are  not  wholly  mummery;  but  have  a 
spice  of  reality,  to  flavour  them  to  a  serious  young 
heart.  For  the  selection  was  rigorous,  superior  merit 
and  behaviour  a  strict  condition;  and  indeed  several 
of  these  Bayard  Chevaliers  proved  notable  practical 
Champions  in  time  coming;  —  for  example  Captain 
Fouquet,  of  whom  we  have  heard  before,  in  the  dark 
Custrin  days.  This  is  a  mentionable  feature  of  the 
Reinsberg  life,  and  of  the  young  Prince's  character 
there:  pleasant  to  know  of,  from  this  distance;  but  not 
now  worth  knowing  more  in  detail. 

The  Friedrich- Voltaire  Correspondence  contains 
much  incense;  due  whiffs  of  it,  from  Eeinsberg  side,  to 
the  "divine  Emilie,"  Voltaire's  quasi  better-half  or 
worse-half;  who  responds  always  in  her  divinest  manner 
to  Eeinsberg,  eager  for  more  acquaintance  there.  The 
Du  Chatelets  had  a  Lawsuit  in  Brabant;  very  inveterate, 
perhaps  a  hundred  years  old  or  more;  with  the  "House 
of  Honsbrouck:"*  this,  not  to  speak  of  other  causes, 
flights  from  French  peril  and  the  like,  often  brought 
Voltaire  and  his  Dame  into  those  parts;  and  gave  rise 
to  occasional  hopes  of  meeting  with  Friedrich;  which 
could  not  take  effect    In  more  practical  style,  Voltaire 

*  Lettres  Iniditesde  Voltaire  (Parif,  182e)>^.^. 
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solicits  of  him:  "Could  not  your  Royal  Higlmess  per- 
haps graciously  speak  to  some  of  those  Judicial  Bigwigs 
in  Brabant,  and  flap  them  up  a  little  I"  Which  Fried- 
rich,  I  think,  did,  by  some  good  means.  Happily  by 
one  means  or  other,   Voltaire  got  the  Lawsuit  ended, 

—  1740,  we  might  guess,  but  the  time  is  not  specified*, 

—  and  Friedrich  had  a  new  claim,  had  there  been 
need  of  new,  to  be  regarded  with  worship  by  Madame.* 
But  the  proposed  meeting  with  Madame  could  never 
take  effect;  not  even  when  Friedrich^s  hands  wer^  free. 
Nay  I  notice  at  last,  Friedrich  had  privately  deter- 

'    pQied  it  never  should-,  Madame   evidently  an  incon- 

-^'^;ii|gi^ent  element  to  him.     A  young  man  not  wanting 

^'iii  private  power  of  eyesight;  and  able  to  distingiiish 

chaff  from   meal!     Voltaire  and  he  will  meet;  meet, 

and  also  part;  and  there  will  be  passages  between  them: 

—  and  the  reader  will  again  hear  of  this  Correspond- 
ence of  theirs,  where  it  has  a  biographical  interest 
We  are  to  conceive  it,  at  present,  as  a  principal  light 
of  life  to  the  young  heart  at  Eeinsberg;  a  cheerful  new 
fire,  almost  an  altar-fire,  irradiating  the  common  dusk 
for  him  thera 

Of  another  Correspondence,  beautifully  irradiative 
for  the  young  heart,  we  must  say  almost  nothing:  the 
Correspondence  with  Suhm.  Suhm  the  Saxon  Minister, 
whom  we  have  occasionally  heard  of,  is  an  old  Friend 
of  the  Crown-Princess,  dear  and  helpful  to  him:  it  is  he 

*  Record  of  all  this,  left,  like  innumerable  other  things  there,  in  «n  in- 
trinsically dark  condition,  Ifes  in  Voltaire's  Leffer«,  —  not  mnch  worth 
banting  up  into  clear  daylight,  the  ^oeeu  being  eo  dilftoalt  to  a  stranger. 
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wffo  is  now  doing  those  Translations  of  Wolf^  of  which 
Voltaire  lately  saw  specimen;  translating  TFbZ/"  at  large, 
for  the  young  man^s  behoof  The  young  man,  restless 
to  know  the  best  Philosophy  going,  had  tried  reading 
of  Wolfs  chief  Book;  found  it  too  abstruse,  in  Wolfs 
German:  wherefore  Suhm  translates;  sends  it  to  him  in 
limpid  French;  fascicle  by  fascicle,  with  commentaries; 
young  man  doing  his  best  to  understand  and  admire, 
—  gratefully,  not  too  successfully,  we  can  perceive. 
That  is  the  staple  of  the  famous  Suhm  Correspondence; 
staple  which  nobody  could  now  bear  to  be  concerned 
with.  "':  v.M 

Suhm  is  also  helpful  in  finance  difficulties,  wlufiE^^^. 
are  pretty  frequent;  works  out  subventions,  loans  under  '  ^* 
a  handsome  form,  from  the  Czarina's  and  other  Courts. 
Which  is  an  operation  of  the  utmost  delicacy;  perilous, 
should  it  be  heard  of  at  Potsdam.  Wherefore  Suhm 
and  the  Prince  have  a  covert  language  for  it;  and  affect 
still  to  be  speaking  of  "Publishers"  and  "new  Volumes," 
when  they  mean  Lenders  and  Bank- Draughts.  All 
these  loans,  I  will  hope,  were  accurately  paid  one  day, 
as  that  from  Greorgell.  was,  in  "rouleaus  of  new  gold." 
We  need  not  doubt  the  wholesome  charm  and  blessing 
of  so  intimate  a  Correspondence  to  the  Crown-Prince; 
and  indeed  his  real  love  of  the  amiable  Suhm,  as 
Suhm's  of  him,  comes  beautifrilly  to  light  in  these 
Letters:  but  otherwise  they  are  not  now  to  be  read 
without  weariness,  even  dreariness,  and  have  become  a 
biographical  reminiscence  merely. 


182  AT  buhbbebo.  [bookz. 

Concerning  Graf  von  Mantenfel,  a  third  Literary 
Correspondent,  and  the  only  other  considerable  one, 
here,  from  a  German  Commentator  on  this  matter,  is  a 
Clipping  that  will  suffice: 

'*  Mantenfel  was  Saxon  by  birth ,  long  a  Minister  of  Aognst 
'^ the  Strong ,  but  quarrelled  with  August,  owing  to  some  frail 
'*  female  it  is  said ,  and  had  withdrawn  to  Berlin  a  few  years 
^^ago.  He  shines  there  among  the  fashionable  philosophical 
^'classes;  underhand,  perhaps  does  a  little  in  the  volunteer 
'^political  line  withal;  being  a  very  busy  pushing  gentleman* 
^^Tall  of  stature,  ^perfectly  handsome  at  the  age  of  sixty;'* 
''great  partisan  of  Wolf  and  the  Philosophies,  awake  to  the 
"  Orthodoxies  too.  Writes  flowing  elegant  French ,  in  a  softly 
''trenchant,  somewhat  too  all-knowing  style.  High  manners 
'< traceable  in  him;  but  nothing  of  the  noble  loyalty,  natural 
"politeness  and  pious  lucency  of  Suhm.  One  of  his  Letters 
"  to  Friedrich  has  this  slightly  impertinent  passage;  —  Fried- 
**rich,  just  getting  settled  in  Reinsberg,  having  transiently 
'* mentioned  Hhe  quantity  of  fair-sex'  that  had  come  about 
"him  there: 

'*' Berlin  J  2Qth  August  1736  (To  the  Crown-Prince).  *  *  I 
"'am  well  persuaded  your  Royal  Highness  will  regulate  all 
"  *  that  to  perfection ,  and  so  manage  that  your  fair-sex  will  be 
" '  charmed  to  find  themselves  with  you  at  Reinsberg,  and  you 
"  *  charmed  to  have  them  there.  But  permit  me ,  your  Royal 
"^Highness,  to  repeat  in  this  place,  what  I  one  day  took 
"*the  liberty  of  saying  here  at  Berlin:  Nothing  in  the  world 
"*  would  better  suit  the  present  interests  of  your  Royal  High- 
"  *ness  and  of  us  all,  than  some  Heir  of  your  Royal  Highness's 
"*  making  I  Perhaps  the  tranquil  convenience  with  which 
"*  your  Royal  Highness  at  Reinsberg  can  now  attend  to  that 

*  Formey:  Sowenira  d'un  Citoyen^  !•  89-46. 
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"* object,  will  be  of  better  effect  than  all  those  hasty  and 
"  *  transitory  visits  at  Berlin  were.  At  least ,  I  wish  it  with  the 
"  *  best  of  my  heart.  I  beg  pardon ,  Mo'nseigneur ,  for  intruding 
"  *  thus  into  everything  which  concerns  your  Royal  Highness  5 ' 
" —  In  truth,  I  am  a  rather  impudent,  busy-bodyish  fellow, 
*'  with  superabundant  dashing  manner,  speculation,  utterance ; 
"  and  shall  get  myself  ordered  out  of  the  Country,  by  my  pre- 
**  sent  correspondent,  by  and  by.  —  *  Being  ever',  with  the  due 
**  enthusiasm,  "  *  Makteufel.  * "  * 

"  To  which  Friedrich'a  Answer  is  of  a  kind  to  put  a  gag 
"in  the  foul  mouth  of  certain  extraordinary  Pamphleteer- 
*'ings,  that  were  once  very  copious  in  the  world;  and,  in 
"particular,  to  set  at  rest  the  Herr  Dr.  Zimmermann,  and 
"his  poor  puddle  of  calumnies  and  credulities,  got  together 
"in  that  weak  pursuit  of  physiology  under  obscene  circum- 
" stances; — 

"Which  is  the  one  good  result  I  have  gathered 
''from  the  Manteufel  Correspondence,"  continues  our 
German  friend ;  whom  I  vote  with !  —  Or  if  the  English 
reader  never  saw  those  Zimmermann  or  other  dog-like 
Pamphleteerings  and  sunnisings,  let  this  Excerpt  bo 
mysterious  and  superfluous  to  the  thankful  English 
reader. 

On  the  whole,  we  conceive  to  ourselves  the  abun- 
dant nature  of  Friedrich's  Correspondence,  literary  and 
other;  and  what  kind  of  event  the  transit  of  that  Post- 
functionary  "from  Fehrbellin  northwards,"  with  his 
leathern  bags,  "twice  a- week,"  may  have  been  at 
Eeinsberg,  in  those  years. 

*  CEiivres  de  Frediric,  xxv.  487;  — Friedrich's  Answer  is,  Reiniberg, 
28a  September  (lb.  489). 
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CHAPTER  m. 

CROWN-PRIKCE  MAKES  A  MORNING  CALL. 

Thursday,  25th  October  1736,  the  Crown-Prince, 
with  Lieutenant  Buddenbrock  and  an  attendant  or  two, 
drove  over  into  Mecklenburg,  to  a  Village  and  serene 
Schloss  called  Mirow,  intending  a  small  act  of  neigh- 
bourly civility  there;  on  which  perhaps  an  English 
reader  of  our  time  will  consent  to  accompany  him.  It 
is  but  some  ten  or  twelve  miles  off,  in  a  northerly 
direction;  Reinsberg  being  close  on  the  frontier  there. 
A  pleasant  enough  morning's-drive,  with  the  October 
sun  shining  on  the  silent  heaths,  on  the  many-colonred 
woods  and  you. 

Mirow  is  an  Apanage  for  one  of  the  Mecklenbnrg- 
Strelitz  junior  branches;  Mecklenburg-Strelitz  being 
itself  a  junior  compared  to  the  Mecklenburg-Schwerin 
of  which,  and  its  infatuated  Duke,  we  have  heard  so 
much  in  times  past.  Mirow  and  even  Strelitz  are  not 
in  a  very  shining  state,  —  but  indeed,  we  shall  see 
them,  as  it  were,  with  eyes.  And  the  English  reader 
is  to  note  especially  those  Mirow  people,  as  perhaps  of 
some  small  interest  to  him,  if  he  knew  it.  The  Crown- 
Prince  reports  to  Papa,  in  a  satirical  vein,  not  un- 
genially,  and  with  much  more  freedom  than  is  usual  in 
those  Reinsberg  Letters  of  his: 
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"  To  his  Prussian  Majesty  (From  the  Crown-Prince). 

"Reinsberg,  26th  October  1736. 

*  *  "Yesterday  I  went  across  to  Mirow.  To  give  my 
"Most  All-gracious  Father  an  idea  of  the  place,  I  cannot 
"  liken  it  to  anything  higher  thanGross-Kreutz  "  (term  of  com- 
parison lost  upon  us ;  say  Garrat,  at  a  venture,  or  the  Clachan 
of  Aberfoyle):  "the  one  house  in  it,  that  can  be  called  a 
"house,  is  not  so  good  as  the  Parson's  there.  I  made  straight 
"  for  the  Schloss ;  which  is  pretty  much  like  the  Gardenhouse 
"in  Bomim:  only  there  is  a  rampart  round  it;  and  an 
"old  Tower,  considerably  in  ruins,  serves  as  a  Gateway  to 
"the  House. 

"Coming  on  the  Drawbridge ,  I  perceived  an  old  stocking- 
"knitter  disguised  as  Grenadier,  with  his  cap,  cartridge-box 
"  and  musket  laid  to  a  side ,  that  they  might  not  hinder  him  in 
"his  knitting- work.  As  I  advanced,  he  asked,  *  Whence  I 
"*came,  and  whitherward  I  was  going?'  I  answered,  that 
"^I  came  from  the  Posthouse,  and  was  going  over  this 
"* Bridge:'  whereupon  the  Grenadier,  quite  in  a  passion,  ran 
"to  the  Tower;  where  he  opened  a  door,  and  called  out  the 
"  Corporal.  The  Corporal  seemed  to  have  hsurdly  been  out  of 
"bed;  and  in  his  great  haste,  had  not  taken  time  to  put  on 
"his  shoes,  nor  quite  button  his  breeches;  with  much  flurry 
"  he  asked  us,  *  Where  we  were  for ,  and  how  we  came  to  treat 
"Hhe  Sentry  in  that  manner?'  Without  answering  him  at 
"all,  we  went  our  way  towards  the  Schloss. 

"Never  in  my  life  should  I  have  taken  this  for  a  Schloss, 
"had  it  not  been  that  there  were  two  glass  lamps  fixed  at  the 
"  door-posts,  and  the  figures  of  two  Cranes  standing  in  front 
"of  them,  by  way  of  Guards.  We  made  up  to  the  House; 
"  and  after  knocking  almost  half  an  hour  to  no  purpose ,  there 
"  peered  out  at  last  an  exceedingly  old  woman,  who  looked  as 
♦*  if  she  might  have  nursed  the  Prince  of  Mirow'«  €a.^\^^«  ^VX^a 
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"poor  woman,  at  siglit  of  strangers,  was  so  terrified,  she 
"slammed  the  door  to  in  our  faces.  We  knocked  again ;  and 
"seeing  there  could  nothing  be  made  of  it,  we  went  round  to 
"  the  stables ;  where  a  fellow  told  us ,  *  The  young  Prince  with 
"'his  Consort  was  gone  to  Neu-Strelitz ,  a  couple  of  miles  off* 
(ten  miles  English) ;  'and  the  Duchess  his  Mother,  who  lives 
"'here,  had  given  him,  to  make  the  better  figure,  all  her 
"  'people  along  with  him ;  keeping  nobody  but  the  old  woman 
"'to  herself.' 

"It  was  still  early ;  so  I  thought  I  could  not  do  better  than 
"profit  by  the  opportunity,  and  have  a  look  at  Neu-Strelitz. 
"We  took  post-horses;  and  got  thither  about  noon.  Neu- 
"Strelitz  is  properly  a  Village;  with  only  one  street  in  it, 
"where  Chamberlains,  Chancery-men,  Domestics  all  lodge, 
"  and  where  there  is  an  Inn.  I  cannot  better  describe  it  to  my 
"Most  All-gracious  Father,  than  by  that  street  in  Gumbinnen 
"where  you  go  up  to  the  Townhall,  —  except  that  no  house 
"here  is  whitewashed.  The  Schloss  is  fine,  and  lies  on  a 
"lake,  with  a  big  garden;  pretty  much  like  Reinsberg  in 
"situation. 

"  The  first  question  I  asked  here  was  for  the  Prince  of 
"Mirow:  but  they  told  me  he  had  just  driven  off  again  to  a 
"place  called  Kanow;  which  is  only  a  couple  of  miles  English 
"from  Mirow,  where  we  had  been.  Buddenbrock,  whoisac- 
"quainted  with  Neu-Strelitz,  got  me,  from  a  chamberlain, 
"something  to  eat;  and  in  the  mean  while,  that  Bohme  came 
"in,  who  was  Adjutant  in  my  Most  All-gracious  Father's 
"Regiment**  (not  of  Goltz,  but  King's  presumably) :  "Bohme 
"  did  not  know  me  till  I  hinted  to  him  who  I  was.  He  told  me, 
"'The  Duke  of  Strelitz  was  an  excellent  seamster;'  fit  to  be 
Tailor  to  your  Majesty  in  a  manner,  had  not  Fate  been  cruel, 
"'and  that  he  made  beautiful  dressing- gowns (ccLssaquins)  with 
"'his  needle.*    This  made  me  curious  to  see  him:  so  we  had 
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"ourselves  presented  as  Foreigners;  and  it  went  off  so  well 
"that  nobody  recognised  me.  I  cannot  better  describe  the 
"Duke  than  by  saying  he  is  like  old  Stahl"  (famed  old  medi- 
cal man  at  Berlin,  dead  last  year,  physiognomy  not  known 
to  actual  readers),  "in  a  blonde  Abbd's-periwig.  He  is  ex- 
"tremely  silly  {hl6de)\  his  Hofrath  Altrock  tells  him,  as  it 
"were,  everything  he  has  to  say."  About  fifty,  this  poor 
Duke;  shrunk  into  needlework,  for  a  quiet  life,  amid  such 
tumults  from  Schwerin  and  elsewhere. 

"Having  taken  leave,  we  drove  right  off  to  Kanow;  and 
"  got  thither  about  six.  It  is  a  mere  Village ;  and  the  Prince's 
"Pleasure-House  {Lusfham)  here  is  nothing  better  than  an 
"ordinary  Hunting-Lodge,  such  as  any  Forest-keeper  has. 
"I  called  in  at  the  Miller's;  and  had  myself  announced"  at 
the  Lusthaus  "by  his  maid:  upon  which  the  Major-Domo 
"  {Haus-Hofmeister)  came  over  to  the  Mill ,  and  complimented 
"me;  with  whom  I  proceeded  to  the  Residenz,"  —  that  is, 
back  again  to  Mirow,  "where  the  whole  Mirow  Family  were 
"  assembled.  The  Mother  is  a  Princess  of  Schwartzburg,  and 
"still  the  cleverest  of  them  all,"  —  still  under  sixty;  good  old 
Mother,  intent  that  her  poor  Son  should  appear  to  advantage, 
when  visiting  the  more  opulent  Serenities.  "  His  Aimt  also," 
mother's  sister,  "was  there.  The  Lady  Spouse  is  small; 
"  a  Niece  to  the  Prince  of  Hildburghausen ,  who  is  in  the  Kai- 
"ser's  service:  she  was  in  the  family- way;  but  (after)  seemed 
"  otherwise  to  be  a  very  good  Princess. 

"The  first  thing  they  entertained  me  with  was,  the  sad 
"misfortune  come  upon  their  best  Cook;  who,  with  the  cart 
"that  was  bringing  the  provisions,  had  overset,  and  broken 
"his  arm;  so  that  the  provisions  had  all  gone  to  nothing. 
"Privately  I  have  had  inquiries  made;  there  was  not  a  word 
"of  truth  in  the  story.  At  last  we  went  to  table;  and,  sure 
"  enough ,  it  looked  as  if  the  Cook  and  his  provisio\»\^'aA^<arajkRk 
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'*to  some  mishap ;  for  certainly  in  the  Three  Crowns  at  PotB- 
*^dam"  (worst  inn,  one  may  guess,  in  the  satirical  Tein], 
"th^re  is  better  eating  than  here. 

*' At  table ,  there  was  talk  of  nothing  but  of  all  the  German 
"Princes  who  are  not  right  in  their  wits  (nicht  recht  klug)^  — 
as  Mirow  himself,  your  Majesty  knows,  is  reputed  to  be! 
"There  was  Weimar,*  G^tha,  Waldeck,  Hoym,  and  the 
"whole  lot  of  them,  brought  upon  the  carpet:  —  and  after  our 
"good  Host  had  got  considerably  drunk,  we  rose,  —  and  h$ 
"lovingly  promised  me  that  *he  and  his  whole  Family  would 
"^come  and  visit  Reinsberg.*  Come  he  certainly  will;  but 
"  how  I  shall  get  rid  of  him ,  God  knows. 

"I  most  submissively  beg  pardon  of  my  Most  All-gracious 
''Father  for  this  long  Letter;  and'*  —  we  will  terminate 
here.** 

Dilapidated  Mirow  and  its  inmates,  portrayed  in 
this  satirical  way,  except  as  a  view  of  Serene  High- 
nesses fallen  into  Sleepy  Hollow,  excites  little  notice 
in  the  indolent  mind;  and  that  little,  rather  pleasantly 
contemptuous  than  really  profitable.  But  one  fact  ought 
to  kindle  momentary  interest  in  English  readers:  the 
young  foolish  Herr,  in  this  dilapidated  place,  is  no 
other  than  our  "Old  Queen  Charlotte's"  Father  that  is 
to  be,  —  a  kind  of  Ancestor  of  ours,  thongh  we  little 
guessed  it!     English  readers  will  scan  him  with  new 

*  Wilhe1mlna*8  acquaintance;  wedded,  not  withoat  diffleally,  to  a 
•aperflaoaa  Baireath  Sister-in-law  by  WUbelmlna  (M^nurfrM  de  WiJIhtimma^ 
ii.  185-194):  Grandfather  of  Goethe*a  Friend;  —  is  nothing  like  fatrly  oat  of 
his  wits ;  only  has  a  flea  (as  we  may  say)  dancing  occasionally  in  the  ear  (rf 
him.  Perhaps  it  Is  so  with  the  rest  of  these  Serenities,  here  fallen  upon  eril 
tongnes  ? 

«•  ffiuvres  de  FridMe^  zxrii.  part  8d,  pp.  104-106. 
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curiosity,  when  he  pays  that  return  visit  at  Eeinsberg: 
Which  he  does  within  the  fortnight: 

"  To  lis  Prussian  Majesty  (From  the  Crown-Prince). 

*'Rein8berg,  8th  November  1786. 

*  *  "that  my  Most  All-gracious  Father  has  had  the  gra- 
"ciousness  to  send  us  some  Swans.  My  Wife,  also  has  been 
"exceedingly  delighted  at  the  fine  Present  sent  her." 
*  *  " General  Praetorius,"  Danish  Envoy,  with  whose  Court 
there  is  some  tiff  of  quarrel,  "  came  hither  yesterday  to  take 
"  leave  of  us ;  he  seems  very  unwilling  to  quit  Prussia. 

"  This  morning,  about  three  o'clock  ,•  my  people  woke  me, 
"  with  word  that  there  was  a  Staffette  come  with  Letters,"  — 
from  your  Majesty  or  Heaven  knows  whom !  " I  spring  up  in 
"all  haste;  and  opening  the  Letter,  —  find  it  is  from  the 
"Prince  of  Mirow;  who  informs  me  that  *he  will  be  here  to- 
"  ^  day  at  noon.'  I  have  got  all  things  in  readiness  to  receive 
"him,  as  if  he  were  the  Kaiser  in  person;  and  I  hope  there 
"  will  be  material  for  some  amusement  to  my  Most  All-gra- 
"cious  Father,  by  next  post"  —  Next  post  is  half-a-week 
hence : 

"  To  Ids  Prussian  Majesty  (From  the  Crown-Prince). 

"Rcinsberg,  11th  November. 

*  *  "  The  Prince  of  Mrrow's  visit  was  so  curious ,  I  must 
"give  my  Most  All-gracious  Father  a  particular  report  of  it 
"In  my  last,  I  mentioned  how  General  Prsstorius  had  come  to 
"us:  he  was  in  the  room,  when  I  entered  with  the  Prince  of 
"Mirow;  at  sight  of  him  Praetorius  exclaimed,  loud  enough 
"  to  be  heard  by  everybody,  ^Voilhle  Prince  CajucaV*  Not 
"  one  of  us  could  help  laughing ;  and  I  had  my  own  trouble  to 
^^tum  it  so  that  he  did  not  get  angry. 

*  Nickname  oat  of  some  Komanoo,  fiillea  extt«AltVQm%i^<Q»% 
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"Scarcely  was  the  Prince  got  in,  when  they  came  to  tell 
"me ,  for  his  worse  luck,  that  Prince  Heinrich ,"  the  HI  M&r- 
graf,  "  was  come ;  —  who  accordingly  trotted  him  out ,  in  such 
"a  way  that  we  thought  we  should  all  have  died  with  laugh- 
"  ing.  Incessant  praises  were  given  him,  especially  for  his  fine 
"clothes,  his  fine  air,  and  his  uncommon  agility  in  dancing. 
"And  indeed  I  thought  the  dancing  would  never  end. 

"In  the  afternoon,  to  spoil  his  fine  coat,"  —  a  contrivance 
of  the  111  Margraf  *s ,  I  should  think ,  —  "we  stept  out  to  shoot 
"  at  target  in  the  rain:  he  would  not  speak  of  it,  but  one  could 
"  observe  he  was  in  much  anxiety  about  the  coat.  In  the 
"evening,  he  got  a  glass  or  two  in  his  head,  and  grew  ex- 
"tremelymeny;  said  at  last,  'He  was  sorry  that,  fordiven 
"'state-reasons  and  businesses  of  moment,  he  must  of  neces- 
"  *  sity  return  home ; '  —  which ,  however ,  he  put  off  till  about 
"  two  in  the  morning.  I  think,  next  day  he  would  not  remem- 
*  *  ber  very  much  of  it. 

"  Prince  Heinrich  is  gone  to  his  Eegiment  again ; "  Praeto- 
rius  too  is  off;  —  and  we  end  with  the  proper  Kow-tow,  * 

These  Strelitzers,  we  said,  are  juniors  to  infatuated 
Schwerin;  and  poor  Mirow  is  again  junior  to  Strelitz: 
plJainly  one  of  the  least  opulent  of  Eesidences.  At 
present,  it  is  Dowager  Apanage  {Wittwen-Sitz)  to  the 
Widow  of  the  late  Strelitz  of  blessed  memory:  here, 
with  her  one  Child,  a  boy  now  grown  to  what  man- 
hood we  see,  has  the  Serene  Dowager  lived,  these 
twenty-eight  years  past;  a  Schwarzburg  hj  birth,  "the 
cleverest  head  among  them  all."  Twenty-eight  years, 
in  dilapidated  Mirow:  so  long  has  that  Tailoring  Duke, 
her  eldest  stepson  (child  of  a  prior  wife),  been  Supreme 

*  GEifvres  de  Fridirio,  xtU.  part  Sd,  p.  109. 
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Head  of  Mecklenburg  Strelitz;  employed  witli  his 
needle,  or  we  know  not  how,  —  collapsed  plainly  into 
tailoring  at  this  date.  There  was  but  one  other  Son; 
this  clever  Lady's,  twenty  years  junior,  —  "Prince  of 
Mirow"  whom  we  now  see.  Karl  Ludwig  Friedrich  is 
the  name  of  this  one;  age  now  twenty-eight  gone.  He, 
ever  since  the  third  month  of  him,  when  the  poor 
Serene  Father  died  ("May  1708"),  has  been  at  Mirow 
with  Mamma;  getting  what  education  there  was,  —  not 
too  successfully,  as  would  appear.  Eight  years  ago, 
"in  1726,"  Mamma  sent  him  off  upon  his  travels;  to 
Geneva,  Italy,  France:  he  looked  in  upon  Vienna,  too; 
got  a  Lieutenant  Colonelcy  in  the  Kaiser's  Service,  but 
did  not  like  it;  soon  gave  it  up;  and  returned  home  to 
vegetate,  perhaps  to  seek  a  wife,  —  having  prospects 
of  succession  in  Strelitz.  For  the  Serene  Half-Brother 
proves  to  have  no  children:  were  his  tailoring  once 
finished  in  the  world,  our  Prince  of  Mirow  is  Duke  in 
Chief  On  this  basis  he  wedded  last  year:  the  little 
Wife  has  abeady  brought  him  one  child,  a  Daughter; 
and  has  (as  Friedrich  notices)  another  under  way,  if  it 
prosper.  No  lack  of  Daughters,  nor  of  Sons  by  and 
by :  eight  years  hence  came  the  little  Charlotte,  —  sub- 
sequently Mother  of  England:  much  to  her  and  our 
astonishment* 

The  poor  man  did  not  live  to  be  Duke  of  Strelitz; 
he  died,  1752,  in  little  Charlotte's  eighth  year;  Tailor 

•  Born  (at  Mirow),  19th  May  1744;  married  (London),  8th  Septembtr 
1761;  died,  18th  November  1818  (Miobaelis,  !!•  446,  446;  Hfibner,t.  106| 
CErtel,  pp.  48,  22). 
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Duke  aurvmng  him  a  few  months.  Little  Cliarlotte's 
Brother  did  then  succeed,  and  lasted  till  1794;  afbor 
whom  a  second  Brother,  father  of  the  now  Serene 
8trelitzes-,  —  who  abo  is  genealogically  notable.  For 
firom  him  there  came  another  still  more  famous  Queen: 
Louisa  of  Prussia;  beautiful  to  look  upon,  as  ^'Aunt 
Charlotte '^  was  not,  in  a  high  degree;  and  who  dbowed 
herself  a  Heroine  in  Napoleon^s  time,  as  Aunt  Char- 
lotte never  was  called  to  do.  Both  Aunt  and  Niece 
were  women  of  sense,  of  probity,  propriety;  fairly  be- 
yond the  average  of  Queens.  And  as  to  their  early 
poverty,  ridiculous  to  this  gold-nugget  generation,  I 
rather  guess  it  may  have  done  them  benefits  which  the 
gold-nugget  generation,  in  its  Queens  and  otherwise, 
stands  far  more  in  want  of  than  it  thinks. 

But  enough  of  this  Prince  of  Mirow,  whom  Fried- 
rich  has  accidentally  unearthed  for  us.  Indeed  there 
is  no  farther  History  of  him,  for  or  against  He  evi- 
dently was  not  thought  to  have  invented  gunpowder, 
by  the  public.  And  yet  who  knows  but,  in  his  very 
simplicity,  there  lay  something  far  beyond  the  111 
Margraf  to  whom  he  was  so  quizzable?  Poor  down- 
pressed  brother  mortal;  somnambulating  so  pacifically 
in  Sleepy  Hollow  yonder,  and  making  no  complaint! 

He  continued,  though  soon  with  less  enthusiasm, 
and  in  the  end  very  rarely,  a  visitor  of  Friedrich's 
during  this  Reinsberg  time.  Patriotic  English  readers 
may  as  well  take  the  few  remaining  vestiges  too,  be- 
fore q^uite  dismissing  him  to  Sleepy  Hollow,  Here  they 
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are,  swept  accurately  together,  from  that  Correspond- 
ence of  Friedrich  with  Papa: 

^^Rdnsbergy  ISth  November  113Q,  *  *  report  most  submis- 
"sively  that  the  Prince  of  Mirow  has  again  been  here,  with 
"his  Mother,  Wife,  Aunt,  Hofdames,  Cavaliers  and  entire 
"Household;  so  that  I  thought  it  was  the  Flight  into  Egypt. 
"  I  begin  to  have  a  fear  of  these  good  people ,  as  they  assured 
**  me  they  would  have  such  pleasure  in  coming  often! " 

"  Reinsherg^  1st  February  1737."  Let  us  give  it  in  the  Ori- 
ginal too ,  as  a  specimen  of  German  spelling : 

"  Der  Pn'ntz  von  Mikrau  ist  vohr  eimgen  thagen  hier  gewessen 
**und  haben  wier  eimge  Wasser  schwermer  in  der  See  ihm  zuEhren 
^^gesmissen,  seine  frau  ist  mit  einer  thoten  Printzesin  nieder  ge- 
*'  Komen, — Der  General  sckulenburg  ist  heute  Tder  gekommen  und 
^^wirdt  morgen "  —  That  is  to  say: 

"The  Prince  of  Mirow  was  here  a  few  days  ago;  and  we 
"  let  off,  in  honour  of  him,  a  few  water-rockets  over  the  Lake : 
"his  Wife  has  been  brought  to  bed  of  a  dead  Princess. 
"  General  Schulenburg"  (with  a  small  s)  "  came  hither  today; 
"and  tomorrow  will"  *  *  . 

^^Remsberg^  2Sth  March  1737.  *  *  Prince  von  Mirow  was 
"here  yesterday;  and  went  shooting  birds  with  us:  he 
"cannot  see  rightly,  and  shoots  always  with  help  of  an 
"opera-glass." 

^^Reinsberg,  20th  October  1737.  The  Prince  of  Mirow  was 
"with  us  last  Friday;  and  babbled  much  in  his  high  way; 
** among  other  things,  white-lied  to  us,  that  the  Kaiserinn 
"gave  him  a  certain  porcelain  snuffbox  he  was  handling;  but 
"  on  being  questioned  more  tightly,  he  confessed  to  me  he  had 
"  bought  it  in  Vienna."  * 

•  Brief e  an  Vater^  p.  71  (caret  In  (Euvres);  pp.  85-114.  —  See  lb.,  eth 
November  1737,  for  faint  trace  of  a  Tisit;  and  85th  September  1789,  for 
another  still  fainter,  the  last  there  is. 

Corlylr,  Frederic  the  Great,  V,  ^ 
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And  so  let  him  somnambulate  yonder,  till  the  Two 
Queens,  like  winged  Psyches,  one  after  the  other, 
manage  to  emerge  from  him. 

Friedrich's  Letters  to  his  Father  are  described  by 
some  Prussian  Editors  as  "very  attractive,  sehr  amie- 
hende  Briefe;'*'*  which  to  a  Foreign  reader,  seems  a 
strange  account  of  them.  Letters  very  hard  to  under- 
stand completely;  and  rather  insignificant  when  under- 
stood. They  tmn  on  Gifts  sent  to  and  sent  from, 
"swans,"  "hams,"  with  the  unspeakable  thanks  for 
them;  on  recruits  of  so  many  inches;  on  the  visitors 
that  have  been;  they  assure  us  that  "there  is  no  sick- 
ness in  the  Regiment,"  or  tell  expressly  how  much:  — 
wholly  small  facts;  nothing  of  speculation,  and  of  cere- 
monial pipeclay  a  great  deal.  We  know  already  under 
what  nightmare  conditions  Friedrich  wrote  to  his 
Father!  The  attitude  of  the  Crown-Prince,  sincerely 
reverent  and  filial,  though  obliged  to  appear  ineffably 
so,  and  on  the  whole  struggling  under  such  mountains 
of  encumbrance,  yet  loyally  maintaining  his  equilib- 
riimi,  does  at  last  acquire,  in  these  Letters,  silently  a 
kind  of  beauty  to  the  best  class  of  readers.  But  ihax 
is  nearly  their  sole  merit  By  far  the  most  human  of 
them,  that  on  the  first  Visit  to  Mirow,  the  reader  has 
now  seen;  and  may  thank  us  much  that  wo  show  him 
no  more  of  them.* 

•  Friedrich  des  Grossen  Briefe  an  seinen  Voter  (Berlin,  1888).  Bedoeed 
in  size,  by  saitable  omissions;  and  properly  spelt;  but  with  little  other 
elucidation  Tor  a  stranger:  in  CEuvrea^  xxvii.  part  8d,  pp.  1.128  (Berliiii 

1856). 
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While  these  Mirow  visits  are  about  their  best,  and 
much  else  at  Eeinsberg  is  in  comfortable  progress, 
Friedrich's  first  year  there  just  ending,  there  come  ac- 
counts from  England  of  quarrels  broken  out  between 
the  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  Prince  of  Wales.  Dis- 
crepancies risen  now  to  a  height;  and  getting  into  the 
very  Newspapers;  —  the  Rising  Sun  too  little  under 
the  control  of  the  Setting,  in  that  unquiet  Country! 

Prince  Fred  of  England  did  not  get  to  the  Rhine 
Campaign,  as  we  saw:  he  got  some  increase  of  Revenue, 
a  Household  of  his  own;  and  finally  a  Wife,  as  he  had 
requested:  a  Sachsen-Gotha  Princess;  who,  peerless 
Wilhelmina  being  unattainable,  was  welcome  to  Prince 
Fred.  She  is  in  the  family-way,  this  summer  1737,  a 
very  young  lady  still;  result  thought  to  be  due  — 
When?  Result  being  potential  Heir  to  the  British 
Nation,  there  ought  to  have  been  good  calculation  of 
the  time  when!  But  apparently  nobody  had  well 
turned  his  attention  that  way.  Or  if  Fred  and  Spouse 
had,  as  is  presumable,  Fred  had  given  no  notice  to  the 
Paternal  Majesty,  —  "Let  Paternal  Majesty,  always  so 
cross  to  me,  look  out  for  himself  in  that  matter.^^ 
Certain  it  is,  Fred  and  Spouse,  in  the  beginning  of 
August  1737,  are  out  at  Hampton  Court;    potential 


V. 
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Heir  due  before  long,  and  no  preparation  made  for  it 
August  11th  in  the  evening,  out  at  solitary  Hampton 
Court,  the  poor  young  Mother^s  pains  came  on;  no 
Chancellor  there,  no  Archbishop  to  see  the  birth,  —  in 
fact,  hardly  the  least  medical  help,  and  of  political 
altogether  none.   Fred,  in  his  flurry,  or  by  forethought, 

—  instead  of  dashing  off  expresses,  at  a  gallop  as  of 
Epsom,  to  summon  the  necessary  persons  and  appli- 
ances, yoked  wheeled  vehicles  and  rolled  off  to  the  old 
unprovided  Palace  of  St.  James's,  London,  with  his 
poor  Wife  in  person!  Unwarned,  unprovided;  where 
nevertheless  she  was  safely  delivered  that  same  night, 

—  safely,  as  if  by  miracle*  The  crisis  might  have 
taken  her  on  the  very  highway:  never  was  such  an 
imprudence.  Owing,  I  will  believe,  to  Fred's  sudden 
flurry  in  the  unprovided  moment,  —  unprovided,  by 
reason  of  prior  desuetudes  and  discouragesnents  to 
speech,  on  Papa's  side.  A  shade  of  malice  there  might 
also  be.  Papa  doubts  not,  it  was  malice  aforethought 
all  of  it.  "Had  the  potential  Heir  of  the  British  Na- 
tion gone  to  wreck,  or  been  bom  on  the  highway,  from 
my  quarrels  with  this  bad  Fred,  what  a  scrape  had  I 
been  in!"  thinks  Papa,  and  is  in  a  towering  per- 
manence of  wrath  ever  since;  the  very  Newspapers  and 
coffeehouses  and  populaces  now  all  getting  vocal 
with  it 

Papa,  as  it  turned  out,  never  more  saw  the  face  of 
Fred.  Judicious  Mamma,  Queen  Caroline,  could  not 
help  a  visit,  one  visit  to  the  poor  young  Mother,  so 
soon  as  proper:  coming  out  from  the  visit,  Prinoe-  Fred 
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obsequiously  escorting  her  to  her  carriage,  found  a 
crowd  of  people  and  populace,  in  front  of  St  Jameses; 
and  there  knelt  down  on  the  street,  in  his  fine  silk 
breeches,  careless  of  the  mud,  to  "beg  a  Mother's 
blessing,^'  and  show  what  a  son  he  was,  he  for  his 
part,  in  this  sad  discrepancy  that  had  risen!  Mamma 
threw  a  silent  glance  on  him,  containing  volumes  of 
mixed  tenor;  drove  off;  and  'saw  no  more  of  Fred,  she 
either.  I  fear,  this  kneeling  in  the  mud  tells  against 
Prince  Fred;  but  in  truth  I  do  not  know,  nor  even 
much  care.*  What  a  noise  in  England  about  nothing 
at  all  I  —  What  a  noisy  Coimtry,  your  Prussian  Ma- 
jesty! Foolish  "rising  sun"  not  restrainable  there  by 
the  setting  or  shining  one;  opposition  parties  bowling 
him  about  among  the  constellations,  like  a  very  mad 
object!  — 

But  in  a  month  or  two,  there  comes  worse  news  out 
of  England;  falling  heavy  on  the  heart  of  Prussian 
Majesty:  news  that  Queen  Caroline  herself  is  dead.** 
Died  as  she  had  lived,  with  much  constancy  of  mind, 
with  a  graceful  modest  courage  and  endurance;  sinking 
quietly  under  the  load  of  private  miseries  long  quietly 
kept  hidden,  but  now  become  too  heavy,  and  for  which 
the  appointed  rest  was  now  here.  Little  George  blub- 
bered a  good  deal;  fidgeted  and  flustered  a  good  deal: 
much  put  about,  poor  foolish  little  soul.  The  dying 
Caroline  recommended  him  to  Walpole;  advised  his 
Majesty  to  marry  again.     ^^Non^  faurcd  des  maitreases 

*  Lord  Hervey :  Memoirs  of  George  the  Second,  ii.  862-870,  409. 
•*  '*  Sunday  eveniog,  Ist  December  (SOtb  Kov.)  1787.**    lb.  pp.  5i<l-«IIA« 
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(No,  ril  have  mistresses) T^  sobbed  his  Majesty  pas- 
sionately. "-4A,  mon  Dieu^  cela  n'emp^che  pas  (that 
does  not  hinder)!"  answered  she,  from  long  experience 
of  the  case.  There  is  something  stoically  tragic  in  the 
history  of  Caroline  with  her  flighty  vapouring  little 
King:  seldom  had  foolish  husband  so  wise  a  wife. 
"Dead!"  thought  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  looking  back, 
through  the  whirlwinds  of  life,  into  sunny  young  scenes 
far  enough  away:  "Dead!"  —  Walpole  continued  to 
manage  the  little  King:  but  not  for  long;  England 
itself  rising  in  objection.  Jenkinses  Ear,  I  understand, 
is  lying  in  cotton;  and  there  are  mad  inflammable 
strata  in  that  Nation,  capable  of  exploding  at  a  great 
rate. 

From  the  Eastern  regions  our  Newspapers  are  very 
full  of  events:  War  with  the  Turk  going  on  there; 
Russia  and  Austria  both  doing  their  best  against  the 
Turk.  The  Eussians  had  hardly  flnished  their  Polish- 
Election  fighting,  when  they  decided  to  have  a  stroke 
at  the  Turk,  —  Turk  always  an  especial  eye-sorrow 
to  them,  since  that  "Treaty  of  the  Pruih,"  and  Czar 
Peter's  sad  rebuff  there:  —  Miinnich  marched  direct 
out  of  Poland  through  the  Ukraine,  with  his  eye  on 
the  Crimea  and  fririous  business  in  that  quarter.  This 
is  his  second  Campaign  there,  this  of  1737;  and  furious 
business  has  not  failed.  Last  year  he  stormed  the 
Lines  of  Perecop,  tore  open  the  Crimea;  took  Azoph^ 
he  or  Lacy  under  him;  took  many  things;  this  year 
he  had  laid  his  plans  for  Oczakow;  —  takes  Oczakow, 
—  fiery  event,  blazing  in  all  the  Newspapers,  at  fieins- 
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berg  and  elsewhere.    Concerning  which  will  the  reader 
accept  this  condensed  testimony  by  an  eye-witness? 

^'Oczakow,  ISth  July  1737.  Day  before  yesterday,  Feld- 
"  marschall  Munnich  got  to  Oczakow ,  as  he  had  planned ,"  — 
strong  Turkish  Town  in  the  nook  between  the  Black  Sea  and 
the  estuary  of  the  Dnieper;  —  "with  intention  to  besiege  it. 
"Siegetrain,  stores  of  every  sort,  which  he  had  set  afloat 
**upon  the  Dnieper  in  time  enough,  were  to  have  been  ready 
''for  him  at  Oczakow.  But  the  flotilla  had  been  detained  by 
"  shallows,  by  waterfaUs ;  not  a  boat  was  come,  nor  could  any- 
*'body  say  when  they  were  coming.  Meanwhile  nothing  is 
"to  be  had  here;  the  very  face  of  the  earth  the  Turks  have 
"burnt:  not  a  blade  of  grass  for  cavalry  within  eight  miles, 
"  nor  a  stick  of  wood  for  engineers ;  not  a  hole  for  covert ,  and 
"the  ground  so  hard  you  cannot  raise  redoubts  on  it:  —  Miin- 
"nich  perceives  he  must  attempt,  nevertheless. 

"On  his  right,  by  the  seashore,  Miinnich  finds  some  re- 
"  mains  of  gardens ,  palisades ;  scrapes  together  some  vestige 
"of  shelter  there  (five  thousand,  or  even  ten  thousand  pio- 
"neers  working  desperately  all  that  first  night,  11th  July, 
"with  only  half  success);  and  on  the  morrow  commences 
"firing  with  what  artillery  he  has.  Much  out-fired  by  the 
" Turks  inside;  —  his  enterprise  as  good  as  desperate,  unless 
* '  the  Dnieper  flotilla  come  soon.  July  12th,  all  day  the  firing 
"continues,  and  all  night;  Turks  extremely  furious:  about 
"an  hour  before  daybreak,  we  notice  burning  in  the  interior, 
"'Some  wooden  house  kindled  by  us,  town  got  on  fire 
"  'yonder,"  —  and,  praise  to  Heaven,  they  do  not  seem  to  sue- 
"ceed  in  quenching  it  again.  Miinnich  turns  out,  in  various 
"  divisions ;  intent  on  trying  something ,  had  he  the  least  en- 
" gineer  furniture;  —  hopes  desperately  there  may  be  promise 
*  *  for  him  in  that  internal  bimiing  still  visible. 
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"In  the  centre  of  Munnich's  line  is  one  General  Keith,,  a 
"deliberate  stalwart  Scotch  gentleman,  whom  we  shall  know 
"better;  MUnnich  himself  is  to  the  right:  Could  not  one  try 
"it  by  scalade;  keep  the  internal  burning  free  to  spread,  at 
"any  rate?  *  Advance  within  musket-shot,  General  Keith!' 
"orders  Miinnich's  Aide-de-Camp  cantering  up.  *I  have 
"  *  been  this  good  while  within  it ,'  answers  Keith ,  pointing  to 
"his  dead  men.  Aide-de-Camp  canters  up  a  second  time: 
"  'Advance  within  half  musket-shot,  General  Keith ,  and  quit 
" '  any  covert  you  have !  *  Keith  does  so ;  sends ,  with  his  re- 
" spects  to  Feldmarschall  MUnnich,  his  remonstrance  against 
"such  a  waste  of  human  life.  Aide-de-Camp  canters  up  a 
"  third  time :  *  Feldmarschall  MUnnich  is  for  trying  a  scalade ; 
"hopes  General  Keith  will  do  his  best  to  cooperate!'  'For- 
"'ward  then!*  answers  Keith;  advances  close  to  the  ^acis; 
"finds  a  wet  ditch  twelve  feet  broad,  and  has  not  a  stick  of  en- 
"gineer  furniture.  Keith  waits  there  two  hours;  his  men, 
"under  fire  all  the  while,  trying  this  and  that  to  get  across; 
"Miinnich's  scalade  going  off  ineffectual  in  like  manner:  — 
"  till  at  length  Keith's  men,  and  all  men ,  tire  of  such  a  busi- 
"ness,  and  roll  back  in  great  confusion  out  of  shot-range. 
"  MUnnich  gives  himself  up  for  lost.  And  indeed,  says  Mann- 
"  stein,  had  the  Turks  sallied  out  in  pursuit  at  that  moment, 
"they  might  have  chased  us  back  to  Russia.  But  the  Turks 
"  did  not  sally.  And  the  internal  conflagration  is  not  quenched, 
"far  from  it;  —  and  about  nine  a.m.  their Powder-Magazine, 
"conflagration  reaching  it,  roared  aloft  into  the  air,  and  killed 
"  seven  thousand  of  them,"  *  — 

So  that  Oczakow  was  taken,   sure  enough;  terms,   life 
only:    and  every  remaining  Turk  packs   off  from  it, 

*  Mannstein,  pp.  151-156. 
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some  "twenty  thousand  inhabitants  young  and  old"  for 
one  sad  item.  —  A  very  blazing  semi-absurd  event,  to 
be  read  of  in  Prussian  military  circles,  —  where  Ge- 
neral Keith  will  be  better  known  one  day. 

Eussian  War  with  the  Turk:  that  means  withal, 
by  old  Treaties,  aid  of  thirty  thousand  men  from  the 
Kaiser  to  Eussia.  Kaiser,  so  ruined  lately,  how  can  he 
send  thirty  thousand,  and  keep  them  recruited,  in  such 
distant  expedition?  Kaiser,  much  meditating,  is  advised 
it  will  be  better  to  go  frankly  into  the  Turk  on  his 
own  score,  and  try  for  slices  of  profit  from  him  in  this 
game.  Kaiser  declares  war  against  the  Turk;  and 
what  is  still  more  interesting  to  Friedrich  Wilhelm  and 
the  Berlin  Circles ,  Seckendorf  is  named  Greneral  of  it. 
Feldzeugmeister  now  Feldmarschall  Seckendorf,  envy 
may  say  what  it  will,  he  has  marched  this  season  into 
the  Lower-Donau  Countries,  —  going  to  besiege  Wid- 
din,  they  say,  —  at  the  head  of  a  big  Army  (on  paper, 
almost  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  light  troops  and 
heavy)  —  virtually  Commander-in-Chief;  though  no- 
minally our  fine  young  friend,  Franz  of  Lorraine  bears 
the  title  of  Commander,  whom  Seckendorf  is  to  dry- 
nurse  in  the  way  sometimes  practised.  Going  to  be- 
siege Widdin,  they  say.  So  has  the  poor  Kaiser  been 
advised.  His  wise  old  Eugene  is  now  gone;*  I  fear 
his  advisers,  —  a  youngish  Feldzeugmeister,  Prince  of 
Hildburghausen,  the  chief  favourite  among  them,  —  are 
none  of  the  wisest.  All  Protestants,  we  observe,  these 
favourite  Hildburghausens,  Schmettaus,  Seckendorfs  of 

•  Died  30th  April  1786. 
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Ms;  and  Vienna  is  an  orthodox  papal  Court;  —  and 
there  is  a  Hofkriegsrath  (Supreme  Council  of  War), 
which  has  ruined  many  a  General,  poking  too  meddle- 
somely  into  his  affairs!  On  the  whole,  Seckendorf  will 
have  his  difficulties.  Here  is  a  scene,  on  the  Lower 
Donau,  different  enough  from  that  at  Oczakow,  not  far 
from  contemporaneous  with  it.  The  Austrian  Army 
is  at  Kolitz,  a  march  or  two  beyond  Belgrad: 

^^Kolitz,  2dJuly  1737.  This  day,  the  Army  not  being  on 
"march,  but  allowed  to  rest  itself ,  Grand  Duke  Franz  went 
'  *  into  the  woods  to  hunt.  Hunting  up  and  down ,  he  lost  him- 
"self;  did  not  return  at  evening;  and,  as  the  night  closed  in 
"and  no  Generalissimo  visible,  the  Generalissimo  ad  Latus 
"  (such  the  title  they  had  contrived  for  Seckendorf)  was  in 
"much  alarm.  Generalissimo  ad  Latus  ordered  out  his  whole 
"force  of  drummers,  trumpeters:  To  fling  themselves ,  post- 
"wise,  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  woods  all  round;  to  drum 
"there,  and  blow,  in  ever- widening  circle,  in  prescribed  notes, 
"and  with  all  energy,  till  the  Grand  Duke  were  found.  Grand 
"Duke  being  found,  Seckendorf  remonstrated,  rebuked;  a 
"thought  too  earnestly,  some  say,  his  temper  being  flurried," 
—  voice  snuffling  somewhat  in  alt,  with  lisp  to  help:  —  "so 
"that  the  Grand  Duke  took  offence;  flung  off  in  a  huff:  and 
"always  looked  askance  on  the  Feldmarschall  from  that 
"  time ; "  *  —  quitting  him  altogether  before  long ;  and  march- 
ing with  Khevenhiiller ,  Wallis,  Hildburghausen,  or  any  of 
the  subordinate  Generals  rather.  Probably  Widdin  will  not 
go  the  road  of  Oczakow,  nor  the  Austrians  prosper  like  the 
Russians,  this  summer. 

*  Sco  Lebenageschichte  des  Grafen  von  Schmettau  (by  his  Son;  Berlin 
1806),  I.  27. 
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Pollnitz,  in  Tobacco-Parliament,  and  in  certain 
Berlin  circles  foolishly  agape  about  this  new  Feldmar- 
schall,  maintains  always,  Seckendorf  will  come  to 
nothing;  which  his  Majesty  zealously  contradicts,  — 
his  Majesty,  and  some  short-sighted  private  individuals 
still  favourable  to  Seckendorf.*  Exactly  one  week 
after  that  singular  drum-and-trumpet  operation  on  Duke 
Franz,  the  Last  of  the  Medici  dies  at  Florence;**  and 
Serene  Franz,  if  he  knew  it,  is  Grand- Duke  of  Tuscany^ 
according  to  bargain:  a  matter  important  to  himself 
chiefly,  and  to  France,  who,  for  Stanislaus  and  Lor- 
raine's sake,  has  had  to  pay  him  some  200,000/.  a-year 
during  the  brief  intermediate  state. 

Of  Berg-and'Julich  again;  and  of  Luiscius  with  the  One 

Razor, 

These  remote  occurrences  are  of  small  interest  to 
his  Prussian  Majesty,  in  comparison  with  the  Pfalz 
affair,  the  Cleve-Jiilich  succession,  which  lies  so  near 
home.  His  Majesty  is  uncommonly  anxious  to  have 
this  matter  settled,  in  peace  if  possible.  Kaiser  and 
Reich,  with  the  other  Mediating  Powers,  go  on  me- 
diating; but  when  will  they  decide?  This  year  the 
old  Bishop  of  Augsburg,  one  Brother  of  the  older  Kur- 
Pfalz  K«u*l  Philip,  dies;  nothing  now  between  us  and 
the  event  itself,  but  Karl  Philip  alone,  who  is  verging 
towards  eighty:  the  decision,  to  be  peaceable,  ought  to 

«  pailnltzt  Memoirent  ii.  497-499. 
•*  9th  July  {Pastes  de  Louis  XV,  p.  804). 
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be  speedy!  Friedrich  Wilhelm,  in  January  last,  sent 
the  expert  Begenfeld,  once  of  London,  to  old  Sari 
Philip;  and  has  him  still  there,  with  the  most  con- 
ciliatory offers:  ^^Will  leave  yonr  Snlzbachs  a  part, 
then;  will  be  content  with  part,  instead  of  the  whole, 
which  is  mine  if  there  be  force  in  sealed  parchment; 
will  do  anything  for  peace!"  To  which  the  old  Kur- 
Pfalz,  foolish  old  creature,  is  steadily  deaf;  answers 
vaguely,  negatively  always,  in  a  polite  manner;  pushing 
his  Majesty  upon  extremities  painful  to  think  of.  "We 
hate  war;  but  cannot  quite  do  without  justice,  your 
Serenity,"  thinks  Friedrich  Wilhelm:  "must  it  be  the 
eighty  thousand  iron  ramrods,  then  ?  "  Obstinate  Serenity 
continues  deaf;  and  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  negotiations, 
there  at  Mannheim,  over  in  Holland,  and  through  Hol- 
land with  England,  not  to  speak  of  Kaiser  and  Keich 
close  at  hand,  become  very  intense;  vehemently  earnest, 
about  this  matter,  for  the  next  two  years.  The  details 
of  which,  inexpressibly  uninteresting,  shall  be  spared 
the  reader. 

Summary  is ,  these  Mediating  Powers  will  be  of  no 
help  to  his  Majesty;  not  even  the  Dutch  will,  with 
whom  he  is  specially  in  Mendship:  nay,  in  the  third 
year  it  becomes  fatally  manifest,  the  chief  Mediating 
Powers,  Kaiser  and  France,  listening  rather  to  political 
convenience,  than  to  the  claims  of  justice,  go  direct 
in  Kur-Pfalz's  favour;  —  by  formal  Treaty  of  their 
own,*  France  and  the  Kaiser  settle,  "That  the  Sula^ 

•  "  Versaillea,  18th  January  1789**  (Orllohi  Geackichte  der  ScMesisckm 
Kriege,  1. 18);  MaoTlllon«  ii.  405-446;  ,fcc. 
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bachers  shall,  as  a  preliminary,  get  provisional  posses- 
sion, on  the  now  Serenity's  decease;  and  shall  continue 
undisturbed  for  two  years,  till  Law  decide  between  his 
Prussian  Majesty  and  them."    Two  years;  Law  decide; 

—  and  we  know  what  are  the  nine-points  in  a  Law- 
case!  This,  at  last,  proved  too  much  for  his  Majesty. 
Majesty's  abstruse  dubitations,  meditations  on  such  treat- 
ment by  a  Kaiser  and  others,  did  then,  it  appears, 
gloomily  settle  into  fixed  private  purpose  of  trying  it 
by  the  iron  ramrods,  when  old  Kur-Pfalz  should  die, 

—  of  marching  with  eighty  thousand  men  into  the 
Cleve  Countries,  and  so  welcoming  any  Sulzbach  or 
other  guests  that  might  arrive.  Happily  old  Kur- 
Pfalz  did  not  die  in  his  Majesty's  time;  survived  his 
Majesty  several  years:  so  that  the  matter  fell  into 
other  hands,  —  and  was  settled  very  well,  near  a 
century  after. 

Of  certain  wranglings  with  the  little  Town  of  Her- 
stal,  —  Prussian  Town  (pajrt  of  the  Orange  Heritage, 
once  King  Pepin's  Town,  if  that  were  any  matter  now) 
in  the  Bishop  of  Liige's  neighbourhood,  Town  highly 
insignificant  otherwise,,  —  we  shall  say  nothing  here, 
as  they  will  fall  to  be  treated,  and  be  settled,  at  an 
after  stage.  Friedrich  Wilhelm  was  much  grieved  by 
the  contumacies  of  that  paltry  little  Herstal;  and  by 
the  Bishop  of  Lifege's  highflown  procedures  in  coun- 
tenancing them;  —  especially  in  a  recruiting  case  that 
had  fallen  out  there,  and  brought  matters  to  a  head.^ 

*  **  December  1738**  ia  crisia  of  the  recruiting  cue  (Heldeit-Geschufhte, 
ii.  68);  *'17th  Febroary  1789,**  Blahop's  highflown  appearance  In  it  (lb.  67); 
Kaiaer*8  In  conaeqoence,  "10th  April  1789.** 
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The  Kaiser  too  was  afflictively  higli  in  countenancing 
the  Bishop;  —  for  which  both  Kaiser  and  Bishop  got 
due  payment  in  time.  But  his  Prussian  Majesty  would 
not  kindle  the  world  for  such  a  paltriness;  and  so  left 
it  hanging  in  a  vexatious  condition.  Such  things,  it  is 
remarked,  weigh  heavier  on  his  now  infirm  Majesty 
than  they  were  wont.  He  is  more  subject  to  fits  of 
hypochondria,  to  talk  of  abdicating.  "All  gone  wrong!'' 
he  would  say ,  if  any  little  flaw  rose ,  about  recruiting 
or  the  like.  "One  might  go  and  live  at  Venice,  were 
one  rid  of  it!"*  And  his  deep-stung  clangorous  growl 
against  the  Kaiser's  treatment  of  him  bursts  out ,  firom 
time  to  time;  though  he  oftenest  pities  the  Elaiser, 
too;  seeing  him  at  such  a  pass  with  his  Turk  Wax  and 
otherwise. 

It  was  in  this  Pfalz  businesiS  that  Herr  Luiscins, 
the  Prussian  Minister  in  Holland,  got  into  trouble;  of 
whom  there  is  a  light  dash  of  outline-portraiture  by 
Voltaire,  which  has  made  him  memorable  to  readers. 
This  "fat  King  of  Prussia,"  says  Voltaire,  was  a  dread- 
fully avaricious  fellow,  unbeautiful  to  a  high  degree  in 
his  proceedings  with  mankind: 

"He  had  a  Minister  at  the  Hague  called  Luiscius;  who 
"  certainly  of  all  Ministers  of  Crowned  Heads  was  the  worst 
"  paid.  This  poor  man,  to  warm  himself,  had  made  some  trees 
"be  felled  in  the  Garden  of  Honslardik,  which  belonged  at 
'Hhat  time  to  the  House  of  Prussia;  he  thereupon  received 
"despatches  from  the  King,  intimating  that  a  year  of  his 

*  FSriter  (place  lost). 
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'^ salary  was  forfeited.  Luiscius,  in  despair,  cut  his  throat 
"  with  probably  the  one  razor  he  had  {seul  rasoir  qtihil  eUt) ;  an 
**old  valet  came  to  his  assistance,  and  unhappily  saved  his 
"life.  In  after  years,  I  found  his  Excellency  at  the  Hague; 
"and  have  occasionally  given  him  an  alms  atthedoor  of  the 
^^Vieille  Cour  (Old  Court) ,  a  Palace  belonging  to  the  King  of 
"Prussia,  where  this  poor  Ambassador  had  lived  a  dozen 
"years.  It  must  be  owned ,  Turkey  is  a  republic  in  compari- 
"  son  to  the  despotism  exercised  by  Friedrich  Wilhelm."  * 

Here  truly  is  a  witty  sketch;  consummately  dashed 
off,  as  nobody  but  Voltaire  could;  "round  as  Giotto's 
O,"  done  at  one  stroke.  Of  which  the  prose  facts 
are  only  as  follows.  Luiscius,  Prussian  Eesident,  not 
distinguished  by  salary  or  otherwise,  had,  at  one  stage 
of  these  negotiations,  been  told,  from  headquarters, 
He  might,  in  casual  extra-official  ways,  if  it  seemed 
furthersome,  give  their  High  Mightinesses  the  hope,  or 
notion,  that  his  Majesty  did  not  intend  actual  war 
about  that  Cleve-Jiilich  Succession,  —  being  a  pacific 
Majesty,  and  unwilling  to  involve  his  neighbours  and 
mankind.  Luiscius,  instead  of  casual  hint,  delicately 
dropped  in  some  good  way,  had  proceeded  by  direct 
declaration;  frank  assurance  to  the  High  Mightinesses, 
That  there  would  be  no  war.  Which  had  never  been 
quite  his  Majesty's  meaning,  and  perhaps  was  now 
becoming  rather  the  reverse  of  it.  Disavowal  of  Luis- 
cius had  to  ensue  thereupon;  who  produced  defensively 
his  instruction  &om  headquarters;  but  got  only  rebukes 

*  (Euvret  de  Voltaire  {Vie  Privie,  or  what  they  now  call  lf^otr«j), 
\i.  16. 
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for  such  heavy-footed  clumsy  procedure,  so  unlike  Di- 
plomacy with  its  shoes  of  felt;  —  and,  in  brief,  was 
turned  out  of  the  Diplomatic  ftinction,  as  unfit  for  it; 
and  appointed  to  manage  certain  Orange  Properties, 
fragments  of  the  Orange  Heritage  which  his  Majesty 
still  has  in  those  Countries.  This  misadventure  sank 
hea^dly  on  the  spirits  of  Luiscius,  otherwise  none  of 
the  strongest-minded  of  men.  I^or  did  he  prosper  in 
managing  the  Orange  Properties:  on  the  contrary,  he 
again  fell  into  mistakes;  got  soundly  rebuked  for  in- 
judicious conduct  there,  —  "cutting  trees,"  planting 
trees,  or  whatever  it  was;  —  and  this  produced  such 
an  effect  on  Luiscius,  that  he  made  an  attempt  on  his 
own  throat,  distracted  mortal;  and  was  only  stopped 
by  somebody  rushuig  in.  "It  was  not  the  first  time 
"he  had  tried  that  feat,"  says  Pollnitz,  "and  been 
"prevented;  nor  was  it  long  till  he  made  a  new  at- 
" tempt,  which  was  again  frustrated-:  and  always  aftei> 
"wards  his  relations  kept  him  close  in  view;"  Majesty 
writing  comfortable  forgiveness  to  the  perturbed  crea- 
ture, and  also  "settling  a  pension  on  him;"  adequate, 
we  can  hope,  and  not  excessive;  "which  Luiscius  con- 
" tinned  to  receive,  at  the  Hague,  so  long  as  he  lived." 
These  are  the  prose  facts;  not  definitely  dated  to  us, 
but  perfectly  clear  otherwise.* 

Voltaire,  in  his  Dutch  excursions,  did  sometimes, 
in  after  years,  lodge  in  that  old  vacant  Palace,  called 
Vieille  Cour^  at  the  Hague;   where  he  gracefiiUy  cele- 

*  P611nitz,   li.  496,  496:  —  the  "new  attempt"  seems  to  have  been, 
Jone  17B9*'  {Gentleman's  Magazine,  in  mensc,  p.  881). 
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brates  the  decayed  forsaken  state  of  matters;  dusky- 
vast  rooms  with  dim  gilding;  forgotten  libraries  "veiled 
under  the  .biggest  spiderwebs  in  Europe:"  for  the  rest, 
an  uncommonly  quiet  place,  convenient  for  a  writing 
man,  besides  costing  nothing.  A  son  of  this  Luiscius, 
a  good  young  lad,  it  also  appears,  was  occasionally 
Voltaire's  amanuensis  there;  him  he  did  recommend 
zealously  to  the  new  King  of  Prussia,  who  was  not 
deaf  on  the  occasion.  This,  in  the  fire  of  satirical 
wit,  is  what  we  can  transiently  call,  "giving  alms  to 
a  Prussian  Excellency;"  —  not  now  excellent,  but  pen- 
sioned and  cracked;  and  the  reader  perceives,  Luiscius 
had  probably  more  than  one  razor,  had  not  one  been 
enough,  when  he  did  the  rash  act!  Friedrich  em- 
ployed Luiscius  Junior,  with  no  result  that  we  hear  of 
farther;  and  seems  to  have  thought  Luiscius  Senior  an 
absurd  fellow,  not  worth  mentioning  again:  "ran  away 
"from  the  Cleve  Country"  (probably  some  madhouse 
there)  "above  a  year  ago,  I  hear;  and  what  is  the 
"matter  where  such  a  crackbrain  end?"* 

•  Voltaire,  (Euvres  (Letter  to  Friedrich,  7th  October  1740),  Ixxil.  261; 
and  Frledrich'a  answer  (wrong  dated),  ib.  265 :  Preuss,  xzii.  88. 


Carlylej  Frederic  the  Great.  V.  \^ 
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CHAPTER  V. 

VISIT  AT  LOO. 

The  Pfalz  question  being  in  such  a  predicament, 
and  Luiscius  diplomatising  upon  it  in  such  heavy-footed 
maimer,  his  Majesty  thinks  a  Journey  to  Holland,  to 
visit  one^s  Kinsfolk  there,  and  incidentally  speak  a 
word  with  the  High  Mightinesses  upon  Pfalz,  would 
not  be  amiss.  Such  journey  is  decided  on;  Crown- 
Prince  to  accompany.  Summer  of  1738:  a  short  visit, 
quite  without  fuss;  to  last  only  three  days;  —  mere 
sequel  to  the  Reviews  held  in  those  adjacent  Cleve 
Countries;  so  that  the  Gazetteers  may  take  no  notice. 
All  which  was  done  accordingly:  Crown-Prince's  first 
sight  of  Holland;  and  one  of  the  few  reportable  points 
of  his  Reinsberg  life,  and  not  quite  without  memorability 
to  him  and  us. 

On  the  8th  of  July  1738,  the  Review  Party  got 
upon  the  road  for  Wesel:  all  through  July,  they  did 
their  reviewing  in  those  Cleve  Countries;  and  then 
struck  across  for  the  Palace  of  Loo  in  Geldem,  where 
a  Prince  of  Orange  countable  kinsman  to  his  Pmssian 
Majesty,  and  a  Princess  still  more  nearly  connected, 
—  English  George's  Daughter,  own  Niece  to  his  Prus- 
sian Majesty,  —  are  in  waiting  for  this  distinguished 
honour.  The  Prince  of  Orange  we  have  already  seen, 
for  a  moment  once;  at  the  Siege  of  Philipsburg  four 
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years  ago,  when  the  sale  of  Chasot^s  horses  went 
off  so  well.  "Nothing  like  selling  horses  when  your 
company  have  dined  well,"  whispered  he  to  Chasot, 
at  that  time;  since  which  date  we  have  heard  nothing 
of  his  Bighness. 

He  is  not  a  heautiM  man;  he  has  a  crooked  hack, 
and  features  conformahle;  hut  is  of  prompt  vivacious 
nature,  and  does  not  want  for  sense  and  good-humour. 
Paternal  George,  the  gossips  say,  warned  his  Princess, 
when  this  marriage  was  talked  of,  "You  will  find 
him  very  ill-looking,  though!".  "And  if  I  found  him 
a  baboon  — I"  answered  she;  being  so  heartily  tired 
of  St  James's.  And  in  fact,  for  anything  I  have 
heard,  they  do  well  enough  together.  She  is  George 
n.'s  eldest  Princess;  —  next  elder  to  our  poor  Amelia, 
who  was  once  so  interesting  to  us !  What  the  Crown- 
Prince  now  thought  of  all  that,  I  do  not  know;  but 
the  Books  say,  poor  Amelia  wore  the  willow,  and 
specially  wore  the  Prince's  miniature  on  her  breast,  all 
her  days  after,  which  were  many.  Grew  corpulent,  some- 
what a  huddle  in  appearance  and  equipment,  "eyelids 
like  upper-Z2/?5,"  for  one  item:  but  when  life  itself  fled, 
the  miniature  was  found  in  its  old  place,  resting  on  the 
old  heart  after  some  sixty  years.  0  Time,  0  Sons 
and  Daughters  of  Time  I  — 

His  Majesty's  reception  at  Loo  was  of  the  kind  he 
liked,  —  cordial,  honourable,  unceremonious;  and  these 
were  three  pleasant  days  he  had.  Pleasant  for  the 
Crown-Prince  too;  as  the  whole  Journey  had  rather 
been;  Papa,  with  covert  satisfaction,  finding  him  a  wise 
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creature}  after  all,  and  '^more  serious**  than  formerly. 
"Hm,  you  don^t  know  what  things  are  in  that  Fritz!" 
his  Majesty  murmured  sometimes,  in  these  later  years, 
with  a  fine  light  in  his  eyes. 

Loo  itself  is  a  beautiful  Palace:  ^^Loo,  close  by  the 
"Village  Appeldoom,  is  a  stately  brick  edifice,  built 
"with  architectural  regularity;  has  finely  decorated 
"rooms,  beautiM  gardens,  and  round  are  superb  alleys 
"of  oak  and  linden.^'*  There  saunters  pleasantly  our 
Crown-Prince,  for  these  three  days;  —  and  one  glad 
incident  I  do  perceive  ifi  have  befallen  him  there:  the 
arrival  of  a  Letter  firom  Voltaire.  Letter  much  expected, 
which  had  followed  him  firom  Wesel;  and  which  he 
answers  here,  in  this  brick  Palace,  among  ibe  superb 
avenues  and  gardens.** 

No  doubt  a  glad  incident;  irradiatuoig,  as  with  a 
sudden  sunburst  in  gray  weather,  the  commonplace  of 
things.  Here  is  news  worth  listening  to;  new^  as  firom 
the  empyrean!  Free  interchange  of  poetries  and  proses, 
of  heroic  sentiments  and  opinions,  between  the  Unique 
of  Sages  and  the  Paragon  of  Crown-Princes;  how 
charming  to  both!  Literary  business,  we  perceive,  is 
brisk  on  both  hands;  at  Cirey  the  Discours  sur  rMamme 
("Sixth  Discours''^  arrives  in  this  packet  at  Loo,  surely 
a  deathless  piece  of  singing);  nor  is  Eeinsberg  idle: 
Reinsberg  is  copiously  doing  verse,  such  verse!  —  and 
iA  prose,  very  earnestly,  an  ^^ AnU-MaccMtmel;**   whidi 

*  Btisebing;:  Erdheschr9ilmng,y\i\,^9, 
*♦  (Euvrei,  xxl.  208,  the  Letter,  "Cirey,  Jane  1788;"  lb. 338,  theAntwtf 

to  it,  "Loo,  eth  Aagoat  ITSS.*" 
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soon  afterwards  filled  all  the  then  world,  though  it  has 
now  fallen  so  silent  again.  And  at  Paris,  as  Voltaire 
announces  with  a  flourish,  **M.  de  Maupertuis's  ex- 
"cellent  Book,  Figure  de  la  Terre^*  is  out;^'  M.  de 
Maupertuis,  home  from  the  f  olar  regions  and  &om 
measuring  the  Earth  there;  the  sublimest  miracle  in 
Paris  society  at  present.  Might  build,  new-build,  an 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Berlin  for  your  Royal  Highness, 
one  day?  suggests  Voltaire,  on  this  occasion:  and  Fried- 
rich,  as  we  shall  see,  takes  the  hint.  One  passage  of 
the  Crown-Prince's  Answer  is  in  these  terms;  —  fixing 
this  Loo  Visit  to  its  date  for  us,  at  any  rate: 

**Loo  in  Holland,  %th  August  1738.  *  *  I  write  from  a  place 
*' where  there  lived  once  a  great  man"  (William  UI.  of  Eng- 
land, our  Dutch  William);  V which  is  now  the  Prince  of 
"  Orange's  House.  The  demon  of  Ambition  sheds  its  unhappy 
"poisons  over  his  days.  He  might  be  the  most  fortunate  of 
^^  men ;  and  he  is  devoured  by  chagrins  in  his  beautiful  Palace 
^'here,  in  the  middle  of  his  gardens  and  of  a  brilliant  Court. 
"It  18  pity  in  truth;  for  he  is  a  Prince  with  no  end  of  wit  (en- 
^^fimment  d'esprit)^  and  has  respectable  qualities.**  Not  Stadt- 
holder,  unluckily;  that  is  where  the  shoe  pinches;  the  Dutch 
are  on  the  Republican  tack ,  and  will  not  have  a  Stadtholder 
at  present.  No  help  for  it  in  one's  beautiful  gardens  and 
avenues  of  oak  and  linden. 

"I  have  talked  a  great  deal  about  Newton  with  the  Priu- 
"cess,**  —  about  Newton;  never  hinted  at  Amelia;  not  per- 

*  Paris,  1788:  Maupertals^s  " measorement  of  a  degree,**  In  the  otmost 
North,  1786-7  (to  prove  the  Earth  flatteaed  there).  Vivid  Narrative;  eome* 
what  gestlcnlative,  bat  daly  brief.  The  only  Book  of  that  great  Maopertnia 
which  is  now  readable  to  hnman  natare. 
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inissiblet  — •  "from  Newton  we  passed  to  Leibiiitz;  and  from 
*^ Leibnitz  to  the  late  Queen  of  England,"  Caroline  lately 
gone,  "who,  the  Prince  told  me,  was  of  Clarke's  sentiment" 
on  that  important  theological  controversy  now  dead  to  man- 
kind. — —And  of  Jenkijas  and  his  Ear  did  the  Princess  say 
nothing?  That  is  now  becoming  a  high  phenomenon  in  Eng- 
land I    But  readers  must  wait  a  little. 

Pity  that  we  cannot  give  these  two  Letters  in  fall; 
that  no  reader,  almost,  could  be  made  to  understand 
them,  or  to  care  for  them  when  understood.  Such  the 
cruelty  of  Time  upon  this  Voltaire-Friedrich  Corre- 
spondence, and  some  others;  which  were  once  so  rosy, 
sunny,  and  are  now  fallen  drearily  extinct,  —  studiahle 
by  Editors  only!  Li  itself  the  Friedrich-Voltaire  Co^ 
respondence,  we  can  see,  was  charming;  very  blossomy 
at  present:  businesses  increasing;  mutual  admiration 
now  risen  to  a  great  height,  —  admiration  sincere  on 
both  sides,  most  so  on  the  Princess,  and  extravagantly 
expressed  on  both  sides,  most  so  on  Voltaire's. 

Crown-Prince  becomes  a  Freemason;  and  is  harangued 

by  Monsieur  de  Bielfeld, 

His  Majesty,  we  said,  had  three  pleasant  days  at 
Loo;  discoursing,  as  with  friends,  on  public  matters,  or 
even  on  more  private  matters,  in  a  frank  unconstrained 
way.  He  is  not  to  be  called  "Majesty"  on  this  occa- 
sion; but  the  fact,  at  Loo,  and  by  the  leading  Mighti- 
nesses of  the  Republic,  who  come  copiously  to  compli- 
ment him  there,  is  well  remembered.     Talk  there  WM, 
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with  such  leading  Mightinesses,  about  the  Jtilich-and- 
Berg  question,  aim  of  this  Journey;  earnest  enough 
private  talk  with  some  of  them:  but  it  availed  nothing; 
and  would  not  be  worth  reporting  now  to  any  creature, 
if  we  even  knew.  In  fact,  the  Journey  itself  remains 
mentionable  chiefly  by  one  very  trifling  circumstance; 
and  then  by  another,  not  important  either,  which  fol- 
lowed out  of  that.  The  trifling  circumstance  is,  —  That 
Friedrich,  in  the  course  of  this  Journey,  became  a 
Freemason:  and  the  unimportant  sequel  was.  That  he 
made  acquaintance  with  one  Bielfeld,  on  the  occasion; 
who  afterwards  wrote  a  Book  about  him,  which  was 
once  much  read,  though  never  much  worth  reading, 
and  is  still  citable,  with  precaution,  now  and  then.* 
Trifling  circumstance  of  Freemasonry,  as  we  read  in 
Bielfeld  and  in  many  Books  afler  him,  befel  in  manner 
following. 

Among  the  dinner-guests  at  Loo,  one  of  those  three 
days,  was  a  Prince  of  Lippe-Btlckeburg,  —  Prince  of 
small  territory,  but  of  great  speculation;  whose  terri- 
tory lies  on  the  Weser,  leading  to  Dutch  connexions;  and 
whose  speculations  stretch  over  all  the  Universe,  in  a 
high  fantastic  style:  —  he  was  a  dinner-guest;  and  one  of 
the  topics  that  came  up  was  Freemasonry;  a  phantasmal 
kind  of  object,  which  had  kindled  itself,  or  rekindled,  in 
those  years,  in  England  first  of  all;  and  was  now  hover- 
ing about,  a  good  deal,  in  Germany  and  other  countries; 
pretending  to  be  a  new  light  of  Heaven,  and  not  a  bog- 

*  Monslear  le  Baron  de  Bielfeld:  Lettres  Familiiret  et  Autre$,  1708;  .— 
second  edition,  2  vols.  )l  Leide,  1767,  Is  the  one  we  nse  here. 
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meteor  of  phosphorated  hydrogen,  conspicuous  in  the 
murk  of  things.  Bog-meteor,  foolish  putrescent  will- 
o'-wisp ,  his  Majesty  promptly  defined  it  to  be :  Tom- 
foolery and  Kinderspiely  what  else?  Whereupon  in- 
genious Biickeburg,  who  was  himself  a  Mason,  man  of 
forty  by  this  time,  and  had  high  things  in  him  of  the 
Quixotic  type,  ventured  on  defence;  and  was  so  re- 
spectful, eloquent,  dextrous,  ingenious,  he  quite  capti- 
vated, if  not  his  Majesty,  at  least  the  Crown-Prince, 
who  was  more  enthusiastic  for  high  things.  Crown- 
Prince,  after  table,  took  his  Dtirchlaucht  of  Biickeburg 
aside;  talked  farther  on  the  subject,  expressed  his  ad- 
miration, his  conviction,  —  his  wish  to  be  admitted 
into  such  a  Hero  Fraternity.  Nothing  could  be  wel- 
comer  to  Durchlaucht  And  so,  in  all  privacy,  it  was 
made  up  between  them.  That  Durchlaucht,  summoning 
as  many  mystic  Brothers  out  of  Hamburg  as  were  need- 
fal,  should  be  in  waiting  with  them,  on  the  Crown- 
Prince's  road  homeward,  —  say  at  Brunswick,  night 
before  the  Fair,  where  we  are  to  be,  —  and  there 
make  the  Crown-Prince  a  Mason.* 

This  is  Bielfeld's  account,  repeated  ever  since;  sub- 
stantially correct,  except  that  the  scene  was  not  Loo 
at  all:  dinner  and  dialogue,  it  now  appears,  took  place 
in  Durchlaucht's  own  neighbourhood,  during  the  Cleve- 
Eeview  time;  "probably  at  Minden,  17th  July;"  and 
all  was  settled  into  fixed  program  before  Loo  came  in 
sight**     Bielfeld's  report  of  the  subsequent  procedure 

*  Bielfeld,  i.  14-16;  Prduss,  i.  Ill;  Preoft,  Buck  fUr  Jedermann,  i.  41. 
*•  (Ewres  de  FriMric,  xtI.  201:  Friedrich*8  Letter  to  this  Durchlaacbti 
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at  Brunswick,  as  he  saw  it  and  was  himself  part  of  it, 
is  liable  to  no  mistakes,  at  least  of  the  involantary 
kind;  and  may,  for  anything  we  know,  be  correct  in 
every  particular. 

He  says  (veiling  it  under  discreet  asterisks,  which 
are  now  decipherable  enough).  The  Durchlaucht  of 
Lippe-Biickeburg  had  summoned  six  Brethren  of  the 
Hamburg  Lodge;  of  whom  we  mention  only  a  Graf 
von  Kielmannsegge,  a  Baron  von  Oberg,  both  from 
Hanover,  and  Bielfeld  himself,  a  Merchant's  Son,  of 
Hamburg;  tljese,  with  '^Kielmannsegge's  Valet  to  act 
as  Tiler,"  Valet  being  also  a  Mason,  and  the  rule 
equality  of  mankind,  —  were  to  have  the  honour  of 
initiating  the  Crown-Prince.  They  arrived  at  the 
Western  Gate  of  Brunswick  on  the  111^  of  August,  as 
prearranged;  Prussian  Majesty  not  yet  come,  but 
coming  punctually  on  the  morrow.  It' is  Fair-time;  all 
manner  of  traders,  pedlars,  showmen  rendezvousing; 
many  neighbouring  Nobility  too,  as  was  still  the  habit. 
^^Such  a  bulk  of  light  luggage?"  said  the  Custom- 
house people  at  the  Gate;  —  but  were  pacified  by 
slipping  them  a  ducat  Upon  which  we  drove  to 
"Kom's  Hdtel"  (if  anybody  now  knew  it);  and  there 
patiently  waited.  No  great  things  of  a  Hdtel,  says 
Bielfeld;  but  can  be  put  up  with;  —  worst  feature  is, 

'*Comte  de  Schaumboarg-Lippe*'  ho  calls  him;  date,  **Moyland,  26th  Jaly 
1788:**  Moyland,  a  certain  Schlost,  or  habitable  Mansion,  of  his  Mi^esty's, 
few  miles  to  north  of  H6rs  in  the  Cleve  Country ;  whore  his  Mi^esty  used 
often  to  paase;  —  and  where  (what  will  be  mnch  more  remarJiable  to 
readers)  the  Grown-Prinoe  and  Voltaire  had  their  first  meeting,  two  yean 
baaoe. 
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we  discover  a  Hanover  acquaintance  lodging  close  by, 
nothing  but  a  wooden  partition  between  us:  How  if  he 
should  overhear!  — 

Prussian  Majesty  and  suite,  under  universal  cannon 
salvos,  arrived,  Sunday  the  12th;  to  stay  till  Wednes- 
day (three  days)  with  his  august  Son-in-law  and 
Daughter  here.  Durchlaucht  Lippe  presents  himself  at 
Court,  the  rest  of  us  not;  privately  settles  with  the 
Prince:  "Tuesday  night,  eve  of  his  Majesty's  de 
parture;  that  shall  be  the  night:  at  Korn^s  H6tel,  late 
enough!"  And  there,  accordingly,  on  the  appointed 
night,  14th-l5th  August  1738,  the  light-luggage  trunks 
have  yielded  their  stage-properties;  Jachin  and  Boaz 
are  set  up,  and  all  things  are  ready;  Tiler  (Kielmanns- 
egge's  Valet)  watching  with  drawn  sword  against  the 
profane.  As  to  our  Hanover  neighbour,  on'  the  other 
side  the  partition,  says  Bielfeld,  we  waited  on  him, 
this  day  after  dinner,  successively  paying  our  respects; 
successively  pledged  him  in  so  many  bumpers,  he  is 
lying  dead  drunk  hours  ago,  could  not  overhear  a 
cannon-battery,  he.  And  soon  after  midnight,  the 
Crown-Prince  glides  in,  a  Captain  Wartensleben  ac- 
companying, who  is  also  a  candidate;  and  the  mys- 
terious rites  are  accomplished  on  both  of  them,  on  the 
Crown-Prince  first,  without  accident,  and  in  the  nsual 
way. 

Bielfeld  could  not  enough  admire  the  demeanour  of 
this  Prince,  his  clearness,  sense,  quiet  brilliancy;  and 
how  he  was  so  "intrepid,"  and  "possessed  himself  so 
"gracefully  in  the  most  critical  instants."     Extremely 
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genial  air,  and  so  young,  looks  younger  even  than  his 
years:  handsome  to  a  degree,  though  of  short  stature. 
Physiognomy,  features,  quite  charming;  fine  auburn, 
hair  {heau  h*un)^  a  negligent  plenty  of  it;  "his  large 
"blue  eyes  have  something  at  once  severe,  sweet  and 
"gracious."  Eligible  Mason  indeed.  Had  better  make 
despatch  at  present,  lest  Papa  be  getting  on  the  road 
before  him!  —  Bielfeld  delivered  a  small  address,  com- 
posed beforehand;  with  which  the  Prince  seemed  to  be 
content  And  so,  with  masonic  grip,  they  made  their 
adieus  for  the  present;  and  the  Crown-Prince  and 
Wartensleben  were  back  at  their  posts,  ready  for  the 
road  along  with  his  Majesty. 

His  Majesty  came  on  Sunday;  goes  on  Wednesday, 
home  now  at  a  stretch;  and,  we  hope,  has  had  a  good 
time  of  it  here,  these  three  days.  Daughter  Charlotte 
and  her  Serene  Husband,  well  with  their  subjects,  well 
with  one  another,  are  doing  well;  have  already  two 
little  Children;  a  Boy  the  elder,  of  whom  we  have 
heard:  Boy's  name  is  Karl,  age  now  three;  sprightly, 
reckoned  very  clever,  by  the  fond  parents;  —  who  has 
many  things  to  do  in  the  world,  by  and  by;  to  attack 
the  French  Revolution,  and  be  blown  to  pieces  by  it 
on  the  Field  of  Jena,  for  final  thing  1  That  is  the 
fate  of  little  Karl,  who  frolics  about  here,  so  sunshiny 
and  ingenuous  at  present 

Karl's  Grandmother,  the  Serene  Dowager  Duchess, 
Friedrich's  o^n  Mother-in-law,  his  Majesty  and  Fried- 
rich   would   also   of  course  see  here.     Fine  You3a3?^ 


220  AT  REINSBEBG.  -  [bOOKZ. 

15th  Aog.  178S. 

Sons  of  hers  are  coming  forward;  the  reigning  Duke 
beautii^Uj  careful  about  the  furtherance  of  these 
Cadets  of  the  House.  Here  is  Prince  Ferdinand,  for 
instance;  just  getting  ready  for  the  Grand  Tour;  goes 
in  a  month  hence:*  a  fine  eupeptic  loyal  young  fel- 
low; who,  in  a  twenty  years  more,  will  be  Chatham's 
Gbneralissimo,  and  fight  the  French  to  some  purpose. 
A  Brother  of  his,  the  next  elder,  is  now  fighting  the 
Turks  for  his  Elaiser;  does  not  like  it  at  all,  tinder 
such  Seckendorfs  and  War-Ministries  as  there  are. 
Then,  elder  still,  eldest  of  all  the  Cadets,  there  is 
Anton  TJlrich,  over  at  Petersburg  for  some  years  past, 
with  outlooks  high  enough:  To  wed  the  Mecklenburg 
Princess  there  (Daughter  of  the  imutterable  Duke), 
and  be  as  good  as  Czar  of  all  the  Eussias  one  day. 
Little  to  his  profit,  poor  soul!  —  These,  historically 
ascertainable,  are  the  aspects  of  the  Brunswick  Court 
during  those  three  days  of  Royal  Visit,  in  Fair-time; 
and  may  serve  to  date  the  Masonic  Transaction  for  us, 
which  the  Crown-Prince  has  just  accomplished  over  at 
Kom's. 

As  for  the  Transaction  itself,  there  is  intrinsically 
no  harm  m  this  initiation,  we  will  hope:  but  it  behoves 
to  be  kept  well  hidden  from  Papa.  Papa^s  good  opi- 
nion of  the  Prince  has  sensibly  risen,  in  the  course  of 
this  Journey,  "So  rational,  serious,  not  dangling  about 
among  the  women  as  formerly;"  —  and  what  a  shock 
would  this  of  Kom's  Hdtel  be,  should  Papa  hear  of  it! 

*  Maaylllon  {Pils,  son  of  him  whom  w«  cite  otherwisp) :  Geschichle  Per' 
dinands  Herzog  von  Braunwhweig-LUneburg  (Leipzig,  1794),  i.  17-S5. 
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Poor  Papa,  irovfi  officious  talebearers  he  hears  many 
things;  is  in  distress  about  Voltaire,  about  Hetero- 
doxies; —  and  summoned  the  Crown-Prince,  by  ex- 
press, from  Reinsberg,  on  one  occasion  lately,  over  to 
Potsdam,  "to  take  the  Communion"  there,  by  way  of 
casehardening  against  Voltaire  and  Heterodoxies!  Think 
of  it,  human  readers!  —  We  will  add  the  following 
stray  particulars,  more  or  less  illustrative  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Transaction;  and  so  end  that  trifling  affair. 

The  Captain  Wartensleben,  fellow  recipient  of  the 
mysteries  at  Brunswick,  is  youngest  son,  by  a  second 
marriage,  of  old  Feldmarschall  Wartensleben,  now  de- 
ceased; and  is  consequently  Uncle,  Half-Uncle,  of  poor 
Lieutenant  Katte,  though  some  years  younger  than 
Katte  would  now  have  been.  Tender  memories  hang 
by  Wartensleben,  in  a  silent  way!  He  is  Captain  in 
the  Potsdam  Giants;  somewhat  an  intimate,  and  not 
undeservedly  so,  of  the  Crown-Prince;  —  succeeds 
Wolden  as  Hofmarschall  at  Eeinsberg,  not  many 
months  after  this ;  Wolden  having  died  of  an  apoplec- 
tic stroke.  Of  Bielfeld  comes  a  Book,  slightly  citable ; 
from  no  other  of  the  Brethren,  or  their  Feat  at  Kom^s, 
comes  (we  may  say)  anything  whatever.  The  Crown- 
Prince  prosecuted  his  Masonry,  at  Eeinsberg  or  else- 
where, occasionally,  for  a  year  or  two;  but  was  never 
ardent  in  it;  and  very  soon  after  his  Accession,  left  off 
altogether:  "Child's-play  and  ig7iis  fatuus  mainly!" 
A  Royal  Lodge  was  established  at  Berlin,  of  which 
the  new  King  consented  to  be  patron;  but  he  never 
once  entered  the  pkce;  and  only  hk  Portrait  (a  wol- 
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comely  good  one,  still  to  be  found  there)  presided  over 
the  mysteries  in  that  Establishment.  Harmless  '^fire,** 
but  too  "fatuous;"  mere  flame-circles  cut  in  the  air,  for 
infants,  we  know  how!  — 

With  Lippe-Btickeburg  there  ensued  some  Corre- 
spondence, high  enough  on  his  Serenity ^s  side;  but  it 
soon  languished  on  the  Prince's  side;  and  in  private 
Poetry,  within  a  two  years  of  this  Brunswick  scene, 
we  find  Lippe  used  proverbially  for  a  type-specimen  of 
Fools.*  A  windy  fantastic  individual;  —  overwhelmed 
in  finance-difficulties  too!  Lippe  continued  writing;  but 
"only  Secretaries  now  answered  him"  from  Berlin.  A 
son  of  his,  son  and  successor,  something  of  a  Quixote 
too,  but  notable  in  Artillery-practice  and  otherwise,  will 
turn  up  at  a  future  stage. 

Nor  is  Bielfeld  with  his  Book  a  thing  of  much  mo- 
ment to  Friedrich  or  to  us.  Bielfeld  too  has  a  light 
airy  vein  of  talk;  loves  Voltaire  and  the  Philosophies 
in  a  light  way ;  —  knows  the  arts  of  Society,  especially 
the  art  of  flattering;  9,nd  would  fain  make  himself  agree- 
able to  the  Crown-Prince,  being  anxious  to  rise  in  the 
world.  His  Father  is  a  Hamburg  Merchant,  Hamburg 
"Sealing-wax  Manufacturer,"  not  ill  off  for  money:  Son 
has  been  at  schools,  high  schools,  under  tutors,  posture- 
masters;  swashes  about  on  those  terms,  with  French 
esprit  in  his  mouth,  and  lace-ruffles  at  his  wrists:  stiU 
under  thirty;   showy  enough,  sharp  enough;   consider 

*  **TacitQrne,  Caton,  avec  mes  bons  parents, 
Aassi  foQ  qne  la  Lippe  aveo  lea  Jeanea  gtna.** 

(Ewres,  xl.  80  {DUeoun  tur  la  FauttetS,  written  174D). 
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ably  a  coxcomb,  as  is  still  evident  He  did  transiently 
get  about  Friedrich,  as  we  shall  see;  and  hoped  to  have 
sold  his  heart  to  good  purpose  there;  —  was,  by  and 
by,  employed  in  slight  functions ;  not  found  fit  for  grave 
ones.  In  the  course  of  some  years,  he  got  a  titie  of 
Baron;  and  sold  his  heart  more  advantageously,  to  some 
rich  Widow  or  FrSulein;  with  whom  he  retired  to 
Saxony,  and  there  lived  on  an  Estate  he  had  purchased, 
a  stranger  to  Prussia  thenceforth. 

His  Book  {Lettres  Familieres  et  Autres^   all  turning 
on  Friedrich),   which  came  out  in  1763,  at  the  height 
of  Friedrich's  fame,  and  was  much  read,  is  still  freely 
cited  by  Historians  as  an  Authority.     But  the  reading 
of  a  few  pages  sufficientiy  intimates  that  these  "Letters" 
never  can  have  gone  through  a  terrestrial  Post-Office; 
that  they  are  an  aflterthought,   composed  from  vague 
memory  and  imagination,  in  that  fine  Saxon  retreat;  — 
a  sorrowful  ghost-like  "  Travels  of  Anacharsis ,"   instead 
of  living  words  by  an  eye-witness!     Not  to  be  cited 
"freely"   at  all,   but  sparingly   and  under   conditions. 
They  abound  in  small  errors,  in  misdates,   mistakes; 
small   fictions   even,    and   impossible    pretensions:  — 
foolish  mortal,  to  write  down  his  bit  of  knowledge  in 
that  form!     For  the  man,  in  spite  of  his  lace  ruffles 
and  gesticulations,  has  brisk  eyesight  of  a  superficial 
kind:  he  could  have  done  us  ^is  little  service  (appa- 
rently his  one  mission  in  the  world,   for  which  Nature 
gave  him  bed  and  board  here) ;  and  lie ,  the  lace  ruffles 
having  gone  into  his  soul,  has  been  tempted  into  mia- 
domg  it  I  —  Bielfeld  and  Bielfeld'-e  Book,  such  as  tiiey 
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are,  appear  to  be  the  one  conquest  Friedridh  got  of 
Freemasoniy;  no  other  result  now  traceable  to  us  of 
that  adyentore  in  Korn^s  Hdtel,  crowning  event  of  the 
Journey  to  Loo. 

Sechendorf  gets  lodged  in  Cfrdtz. 

Feldnuurschall  Seckendorf,  after  unheard-of  wrest- 
lings with  the  Turk  War,  and  the  Vienna  WaivOffice 
(Hofkriegsrath) J  is  sitting,  for  the  last  three  weeks,  — 
where  thinks  the  reader?  —  in  the  Fortress  of  GrSts 
among  the  Bills  of  Styria;  a  State-Prisoner,  not  likely 
to  get  out  soon!  Seckendorf  led  forth,  in  1737,  "such 
an  Army,  for  number,  spirit  and  equipment  ,^^  say  the 
Vienna  people,  "as  never  marched  against  the  Turk 
before ;^^  and  it  must  be  owned,  his  ill  success  has  been 
unparalleled.  The  blame  was  not  altogether  his;  not 
chiefly  his,  except  for  his  ranh  undertaking  of  the 
thing,  on  such  terms  as  there  were.  But  the  truth  is, 
that  first  scene  we  saw  of  him,  —  an  Army  all  gone 
out  trumpeting  and  drumming  into  the  woods  to  find 
its  Commander-in-Chief,  —  was  an  emblem  of  the 
Campaign  in  general.  Excellent  Army;  but  commanded 
by  nobody  in  particular;  commanded  by  a  Ilofkriegsraik 
at  Vienna,  by  a  Franz  Duke  of  Tuscany,  by  Feldmar- 
schall  Seckendorf,  and  by  subordinates  who  were  dis- 
obedient to  him:  which  accordingly,  almost  without 
help  of  the  Turk  and  his  disorderly  ferocity,  nibbed 
iteeJf  ijo  pieces  beioi^  ^ou"^.  IBLQ^caad  «.bout^  now  hither 
now  thither,   with  ^\ana  \aA  ^sA  ^«ft.  ^^So.  ^^^jos^  ^b^- 
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denly  altered,  Captain  being  Chaos  mainly;  in  swampy 
countries,  by  overflowing  rivers,  in  hunger,  hx^  weather, 
forced  marches;  till  it  was  marched  gradually  off  its 
feet;  and  the  clouds  of  chaotic  Turks,  who  did  flnaHy 
show  face,  had  a  cheap  pennyworth  of  it.  Never  was,^ 
such  a  campaign  seen  as  this  of  Seckendoif  in  1737, 
said  mankind.  Except  indeed  that  the  ptiesent  one, 
Campaign  of  1738,  in  those  parts,  under  a ^diifferent 
hand,  is  still  worse;  and  the  Campaign  of  1739,  Under 
still  a  different,  will  be  worst  of  all!  —  Kaiser  Karl 
and  his  Austrians  do  not  prosper  in  this  Turk  War,  as 
the  Russians  do,  —  who  indeed  have  got  a  General 
equal  to  his  task:  Munnich,  a  famed  master  in  the  art 
of  handling  Turks  atid  War-Ministries:  real  father  of 
Eussian  Soldiering,  say  the  Russians  still.* 

Campaign  1737,  with  clouds  of  chaotic  Turks  now 
sabring  on  the  skirts. of  it,  had  not  yet  ended,  when 
Seckendorf"  was  called  out  of  it;  on  polite  pretexts, 
home  to  Vienna;  and  the  command  given  to  another. 
At  the  gates  of  Vienna,  in  the  last  days  of  October 
1737,  an  Official  Person,  waiting  for  the  Feldmarschall, 
was  sorry  to  inform  him.  That  he,  Feldmarschall  Secken- 
dorf,  was  under  arrest;  arrest  in  his  own  house,  in  the 
Kohlmarkt  (Cabbage -market  so-called),  a  captain  and 
twelve  musketeers  to  watch  over  him  with  fixed  bayo- 
nets there;  strictly  private,  till  the  Hofkriegsrath  had 
satisfied    themselves    in    a   point   or   two.     "Hmph!" 

*  See  Mannstein  for  Mtlnnich*8  plans  with  the  Turk  (methods  and 
devices  of  steady  Discipline  in  small  numbers  versus  impetaous  Ferocity  in 
great);  and  Berenhorst  (Betrachlungen  ttber  die  Kriegskunst,  Leipzig,  1796), 
a  firstrate  Authority,  for  examples  and  eulogies  of  them. 
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snuffled  he;  with  brow  blushing  slate-colour,  I  should 
think,  and  gray  eyes  much  alight  And  ever  since, 
for  ten  months  or  so,   Seckendorf,    sealed  up   in  the 

^Cabbage -i&arket,  has  been  fencing  for  life  with  the 
/  Jffofkriegaraih;  who  want  satisfaction  upon  "eighty-six" 
difPerent** points;"  and  make  no  end  of  chicaning  to 
one's  dear; liaiswers.  And  the  Jesuits  preach,  too:  "A 
Heretic,  /bom  enemy  of  Christ  and  his  Kaiser;  what  is 
the  use  of  questioning!"  And  the  Heathen  rage,  and 
all  men*  gnash  their  teeth,  in  this  uncomfortable 
manner. 

Answering  done,  there  comes  no  verdict,  much  less 
any  acquittal;  the  captain  and  twelve  musketeers,  three 
of  them  with  fixed  bayonets  in  one's  very  bedroom, 
continue.  One  evening,  21st  July  1738,  glorious  news 
from  the  seat  of  War,  —  not  till  evening,  as  the  Im- 
perial Majesty  was  out  hunting^  —  enters  Vienna; 
blowing  trumpets;  shaking  flags:  "Grand  Victory  over 
the  Turks!"  so  we  call  some  poor  skirmish  there  has 
been;  and  Vienna  bursting  all  into  three-times-three, 
the  populace  get  very  high.  Populace  rush  to  the 
Kohlmarkt;  break  the  Seckendorf  windows;  intent  to 
massacre  the  Seckendorf,  had  not  fresh  military  come, 
who  were  obliged  to  fire  and  kill  one  or  two.  "The 
"house  captain  and  his  twelve  musketeers,  of  them- 
" selves,  did  wonders;  Seckendorf  and  all  his  domestics 
"were  in  arms:"  ^^Jami-bleu^  for  the  last  time!  —  This 
is  while  the  Crown-Prince  is  at  Wesel;  sound  asleep, 
most  likely;  Loo,  and  the  Masonic  adventure,  perhaps 

twinkling  propheticaXVy  m\3i%  ^^"MSi&, 
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At  two  next  morning,  an  Official  Gentlemim  informs 
Seckendorf,  That  he,  for  his  part,  must  awacken,  and 
go  to  Gratz.  And  in  one  hour  more  (3  a-m^,  the  OflGL- 
cial  Gentleman  rolls  off  with  him;  drives  w  daj;  aj&d 
delivers  his  Prisoner  at  Gratz:  —  "Not  so '  l&nch  a8,|k 
"room  ready  there;  Prisoner  had  to  wail'iti' hoxir  in 
"the  carriage,"  till  some  summary  prejg^l^Qn  were 
made.  Wall-neighbours  of  the  poor  FeldmaaiShall,  in 
his  Fortress  here,  were  "a  Gold-Cook  (swindling  Alche- 
"mist),  who  had  gone  crazy;  and  an  Irish  Lieutenant, 
"confined  thirty -two  years  for  some  love  adventure, 
"likewise  pretty  crazy;  their  noises  in  the  night-time 
"much  disturbed  the  Peldmarschall."  *  One  human 
thing  there  still  is  in  his  lot,  the  Feldmarschall's  old 
Grafinn.  True  old  Dame,  she,  both  in  the  Kohlmarkt 
and  at  Gratz,  stands  by  him,  "imprisoned  along  with 
him"  if  it  must  be  so;  ministering,  comforting,  as  only 
a  true  Wife  can;  —  and  hope  has  not  quite  taken 
wing. 

Eough  old  Feldmarschall;  now  turned  of  sixty: 
never  made  such  a  Campaign  before,  as  this  of  '37 
followed  by  '38!  There  sits  he;  and  will  not  trouble 
us  any  more  during  the  present  Kaiser's  lifetime. 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  is  amazed  at  these  sudden  cantings 
of  Fortune's  wheel,  and  grieves  honestly  as  for  an  old 
friend:  even  the  Crown-Prince  finds  Seckendorf  punished 
unjustly;  and  is  almost  sorry  for  him,  after  all  that  has 
come  and  gone. 

•  Seckendorfs  Leben,  I!.  170-377.    See  SchmellaM,  t^V-  •n-'^'^- 
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The  Ear  of  Jenkins  reemerges. 

We  must  add  the  following,  distilled  from  the 
English  Newspapers,  though  it  is  now  almost  four 
months  after  date: 

^^  London,  Ist  Apnl  1738.  In  the  English  House  of  Com- 
'mons,  much  more  in  the  English  Public,  there  has  been 
'furious  debating  for  a  fortnight  past:   Committee  of  the 

*  whole  House,  examining  witnesses,  hearing  counsel ;  subject, 

*  the  Termagant  of  Spain,  and  her  West-Indian  procedures; 
* —  she ,  by  her  procedures  somewhere ,  is  always  cutting  out 
'  work  for  mankind !  How  English  and  other  strangers,  fallen 
^  in  with  in  those  seas ,  are  treated  by  the  Spaniards ,  readers 
^have  heard,  nay  have  chanced  to  see;  and  it  is  a  fact  pain- 

*  fully  known  to  all  nations.    Fact  which  England,  for  one 

*  nation,  can  no  longer  put  up  with.    Walpole  and  the  Official 

*  Persons  would  fain  smooth  the  matter;  but  the  West-India 
'Interest,  the  City,  all  Mercantile  and  Navigation  Interests 

*  are  in  dead  earnest:  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  'presided 
*by  Alderman  Perry,*  has  not  ears  enough  to  hear  the  im- 
*mensities  of  evidence  offered;  slow  Public  is  gradually 
'kindling  to  some  sense  of  it.  This  had  gone  on  for  two 
'weeks,  when  - —  what  shall  we  say?  —  the  Ear  of  Jenldxa 
'reemerged  for  the  second  time;  and  produced  important 
'  effects ! 

"Where  Jenkins  had  been  all  this  while,  —  stedfastly 
'navigating  to  and  fro,  stedfastly  eating  tough  junk  with  a 
'wetting  of  rum;  not  thinking  too  much  of  past  labours,  yet 
'privately  'always  keeping  his  lost  Ear  in  cotton*  (with  a 
'  kind  of  ursine  piety ,  or  other  dumb  feeling) ,  —  no  mortal 
'now  knows.    But  to  all  mortals  it  is  evident  he  was  home  in 

*  London  at  this  time;  no  doubt  a  noted  member  of  Wapping 
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** society,  the  much-enduring  Jenkins.  And  witnesses, 
^^ probably  not  one  but  many,  had  mentioned  him  to  this  Com- 
*^  mittee,  as  a  case  eminently  in  point.  Committee,  as  can  still 
'*be  read  in  its  Khadamanthine  Journals,  orders:  ^DieJovis^ 
"'160  Martii  1737—8,  That  Captain  Robert  Jenkins  do 
''^attend  this  House  immediately;'  and  then  more  specially, 
Hi  1^0  Martii,'  —  captious  objections  having  risen  in  OMcial 
"quarters,  as  we  guess,  —  *  That  Captain  Eobert  Jenkins  do 
"'attend  upon  Tuesday  morning  next.'*  Tuesday  next  is 
"  2l8t  March ,  —  1st  of  April  1738  by  our  modem  Calendar ;  — 
"  and  on  that  day,  not  a  doubt,  Jenkins  does  attend ;  narrates 
"that  tremendous  passage  we  already  heard  of,  seven  years 
"  ago,  in  the  entrance  of  the  Grulf  of  Florida ;  and  produces  his 
"Ear  wrapt  in  cotton;  —  setting  all  on  flame  (except  the 
"  Official  persons)  at  sight  of  it." 

Official  persons,  as  their  wont  is  in  the  pressure  of 
debate,  endeavoured  to  deny,  to  insinuate  in  their  vile 
Newspapers,  That  Jenkins  lost  his  Ear  nearer  home 
and  not  for  nothing;  as  one  still  reads  in  the  History 
Books.**  Sheer  calumnies,  we  now  find.  Jenkins's 
account  was  doubtless  abundantly  emphatic;  but  there 
is  no  ground  to  question  the  substantial  truth  of  him 
and  it  And  so,  after  seven  years  of  unnoticeable 
burning  upon  the  thick  skin  of  the  English  Public,  the 
case  of  Jenkins  accidentally  bums  through,  and  sets 
England  bellowing;  such  a  smart  is  there  of  it,  —  not 
to  be  soothed  by  Official  wet-cloths;  but  getting  worse 
and  worse,  for  the  nineteen  months  ensuing.  And  in 
short  —  But  we  will  not  anticipate! 

*  Commons  Journals,  xxiii.  (in  diebna). 
•«  Coxe,  Tindal  (xx.  872),  dto. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

LAST   YEAR  OF  RE^NSBERG;  JOURNEY   TO  PREUSSEK. 

The  Idyllium  of  Reinsberg,  —  of  which,  except  in 
the  way  of. sketchy  suggestion,  there  can  no  history  be 
given,  —  lasted  less  than  four  years;  and  is  now 
coming  to  an  end,  unexpectedly  soon.  A  pleasant 
Arcadian  Summer  in  one's  life;  —  though  it  has  not 
wanted  its  occasional  discords,  flaws  of  ill  weather  in 
the  general  sunshine.  Papa,  always  in  uncertain  health 
of  late,  is  getting  heavier  of  foot  and  of  heart  under 
his  heavy  burdens ;  and  sometimes  falls  abstruse  enough, 
liable  to  bewilderments  from  bad  people  and  events: 
not  much  worth  noticing  here.*.  But  the  Crown-Prince 
has  learned  to  deal  with  all  this;  all  this  is  of  transient 
nature;  and  a  bright  long  future  seems  to  lie  ahead  at 
Reinsberg;  —  brightened  especially  by  the  Literary 
Element;  which,  in  this  year  1739,  is  brisker  than  it 
had  ever  been.  Distinguished  Visitors,  of  a  literary 
turn,  look  in  at  Reinsberg;  the  Voltaire  Correspondence 
is  very  lively;  on  Friedrich's  part  there  is  copious  pro- 
duction, various  enterprise,  in  the  form  of  prose  and 
verse;  thoughts  even  of  going  to  press  with  some  of  it: 
in  short,  the  Literary  Interest  rises  very  prominent  at 
Reinsberg  in  1739.     Biography  is   apt  to  forget  the 

•  See  P^llnitz,  li.  509-516;  Friedrlch*8  Letter  to  WUhelmina  (''Berlin, 
90tb  January  1789:**  in  CEuvTe«,xx^rW.  i^«.tt  Ut«  pp.  60-61);  <feo.  ^te« 
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Literature  there  (having  her  reasons);  but  must  at  last 
take  some  notice  of  it,  among  the  phenomena  of  the 
year. 

To  the  young  Prince  himself,  "courting  tranquillity," 
as  his  door-lintel  intimated,*  and  forbidden  to  be  ac- 
tive except  within  limits,  this  of  Literature  was  all  along 
the  great  light  of  existence  at  Reinsberg;  the  supple- 
ment to  all  other  employments  or  wants  of  employment 
there.  To  Friedrich  himself,  in  those  old  days,  a  great 
and  supreme  interest;  while  again,  to  the  modern  Bio- 
grapher of  him,  it  has  become  dark  and  vacant;  a  thing 
to  be  shunned,  not  sought  So  that  the  fact  as  it  stood 
with  Friedrich  differs  far  from  any  description  that  can 
be  given  of  the  fact.  Alas,  we  have  said  already,  and 
the  constant  truth  is,  Friedrich's  literatures,  his  distin- 
guished literary  visitors  and  enterprises,  which  were 
once  brand-new  and  brilliant,  have  grown  old  as  a 
garment,  and  are  a  sorrow  rather  than  otherwise  to 
existing  mankind!  Conscientious  readers,  who  would 
represent  to  themselves  the  vanished  scene  at  Reins- 
berg, in  this  point  more  especially,  must  make  an 
effort. 

As  biographical  documents,  these  Poetries  and  Proses 
of  the  young  man  give  a  very  pretty  testimony  of  him; 
but  are  not  of  value  otherwise.  In  fact,  they  promise, 
if  we  look  well  into  them,  That  here  is  probably  a 
practical  faculty  and  intellect  of  the  highest  kind;  which 
again,  on  the  speculative,  especially  on  the  poetical 
side,  will  never  be  considerable,  nor  has  even  tried  to 

•  "Fi'ederico  tranquilUtatem  colenci**  ClT^txa^v•^^^» 
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be  SO.  This  young  soul  does  not  deal  in  meditation  at 
all,  and  his  tendencies  are  the  reverse  of  sentimental 
Here  is  no  introspection,  morbid  or  other,  no  pathos  or 
complaint,  no  melodious  informing  of  the  public  what 
dreadful  emotions  you  labour  under:  here,  in  rapid 
prompt  form,  indicating  that  it  is  truth  and  not  fable, 
are  generous  aspirations  for  the  world  and  yourself 
generous  pride,  disdain  of  the  ignoble,  of  the  dark, 
mendacious;  —  here,  in  short,  is  a  swift-handed,  valiant, 
steel-hnght  kind  of  soul;  very  likely  for  a  King's,  if 
other  things  answer,  and  not  likely  for  a  Poet's.  No 
doubt  he  could  have  made  something  of  Literature  too; 
could  have  written  Books,  and  left  some  stamp  of  a 
veracious,  more  or  less  victorious  intellect,  in  that 
strange  province  too.  But  then  he  must  have  applied 
himself  to  it,  as  he  did  to  reigning:  done  in  the  cursoiy 
style,  we  see  what  it.  has  come  to. 

It  is  certain,  Friedrich's  reputation  suffers,  at  this 
day,  from  his  writing.  Prom  his  not  having  written 
nothing,  he  stands  lower  with  the  world.  Which  seems 
hard  measure;  —  though  perhaps  it  is  the  law  of  the 
case,  after  all.  "Nobody  in  these  days,"  says  my  poor 
Friend,  "has  the  least  notion  of  the  sinful  waste  Uiere 
"is  in  talk,  whether  by  pen  or  tongue.  Better  probably 
"that  King  Friedrich  had  written  no  Verses;  nay  I 
"know  not  that  David's  Psalms  did  David's  Eangship 
"any  good!"  Which  may  be  truer  than  it  seems.  Fine 
aspirations,  generous  convictions,  purposes,  —  they  are 
thought  very  fin^'.  WV.  \\.  \a  ^^ti^^^  w\.  ^«Msvsa  accounts, 
to  keep  them  rat\ieT  sSV«tL\.^  ^\f^«^^i  -qksj^^^'s^^  ^-^^^^  ^^ 
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call  of  real  business;  so  dangerous  are  they  for  becom- 
ing conscious  of  themselves!  Most  things  do  not  lipen 
at  all  except  underground.  And  it  is  a  sad  but  sure 
truth,  that  every  time  you  speak  of  a  fine  purpose, 
especially  if  with  eloquence  and  to  the  admiration  of 
bystanders,  there  is  the  less  chance  of  yotu:  ever  making 
a  fact  of  it  in  your  poor  life.  —  If  Eeinsberg,  and  its 
vacaiicy  of  great  employment,  was  the  cause  of  Fried- 
rich's  verse- writing,  we  will  not  praise  Eeinsberg  on 
that  head!  But  the  truth  is,  Friedrich's  verses  came 
from  him  with  uncommon  fluency;  and  were  not  a 
deep  matter,  but  a  shallow  one,  in  any  sense.  Not 
much  more  to  him  than  speaking  with  a  will;  than 
fanta^ying  on  the  flute  in  an  animated  strain.  Ever 
and  anon  through  his  life,  on  small  hint  &om  without 
or  on  great,  there  was  found  a  certain  leakage  of  verses, 
which  he  was  prompt  to  utter;  —  and  the  case  at 
Eeinsberg,  or  afterwards,  is  not  so  serious  as  we  might 
imagine. 

jFVn^5  Horace^  and  the  Anti-MacchiaveL 

• 

In  late  months  Friedrich  had  conceived  one  notable 
project;  which  demands  a  word  in  this  place.  Did  mo- 
dern readers  ever  hear  of  **John  Pine,  the  celebrated 
English  Engraver?"  John  Pine,  a  man  of  good  scholar- 
ship, good  skill  with  his  burin,  did  "Tapestries  of  the 
House  of  Lords,"  and  other  things  of  a  celebn«*ft^ 
nature,  famous  at  home  and  abroad*.  \5»x3l\.  \3Cl%  ^g^^s^sasat 
feat,  which  had  commended  laim  at  ^«av^«5c^'»  ^^^ 
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Edition  of  Horace:  exquisite  old  Flaccua  brought  to 
perfection,  as  it  were;  all  done  with  vignettes,  classic^, 
borderings,  symbolic  marginal  ornaments,  in  fine  taste 
and  accuracy,  the  Text  itself  engraved;  all  by  the  ex- 
quisite burin  of  Pine.*  This  Edition  had  come  out 
last  year,  famous  over  the  world;  and  was  by  and  by, 
as  rumour  bore,  to  be  followed  by  a  Virgil  done  in  the 
like  exquisite  manner. 

The  Pine  Horace^  part  of  the  Pine  Virgil  too,  still 
exist  in  the  libraries  of  the  curious;  and  are  doubtless 
known  to  the  proper  parties,  though  much  forgotten  by 
others  of  us.  To  Friedrich,  scanning  the  Pine  pheno- 
menon with  interest  then  brand-new,  it  seemed  an  ad- 
mirable tribute  to  classical  genius;  and  the  idea  occurred 
to  him,  "Is  not  there,  by  Heaven's  blessing,  a  living 
genius,  classical  like  those  antique  Eomans,  and  worthy 
of  a  like  tribute?"  Friedrich's  idea  was.  That  Voltaire 
being  clearly  the  supreme  of  Poets,  the  Henriade^  his 
supreme  of  Poems,  ought  to  be  engraved  like  JFlaccus; 
text  and  all,  with  vignettes,  tail-pieces,  classical  border- 
ings beautiMly  symbolic  and  exact;  by  the  exquisite 
burin  •of  Pine.  Which  idea  the  young  hero-worshiper, 
in  spite  of  his  finance-difSiculties,  had  resolved  to  rea- 
lise; and  was  even  now  busy  with  it,  since  his  return 
from  Loo.  "Such  beautiful  enthusiasm,"  say  some 
readers;  "and  in  behalf  of  that  particular  demigod!" 
Alas,  yes;  to  Friedrich  he  was  the  best  demigod  then 
going;  and  Friedrich  never  had  any  doubt  about  him. 

For  the  rest,  tiiis  heroic  idea  could  not  realise  it- 

*  "London,  17^7"  ^Bio<)ravKte  DudicrscWc,  xxxiv.  466). 
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self*,  and  we  are  happy  to  liave  nothing  more  to  do 
with  Pine  or  the  Henriade.  Correspondences  were 
entered  into  with  Pine,  and  some  pains  taken:  Pine^s 
high  prices  were  as  nothing;  but  Pine  was  busy  with 
his  Virgil;  probably,  in  fact,  had  little  stomach  for  the 
Henriade;  "could  not  for  seven  years  to  come  enter 
upon  it:"  so  that  the  matter  had  to  die  away;  and 
nothing  came  of  it  but  a  small  Dissertation^  or  Intro- 
ductory Essay,  which  the  Prince  had  got  ready,  — 
which  is  still  to  be  found  printed  in  Voltaire's  Works* 
and  in  Friedrich's,  if  any  body  now  cared  much  to 
read  it.  Preuss  says  it  was  fbished,  "the  10th  August 
1739;"  and  that  minute  fact  in  Chronology,  with  the 
above  tale  of  Hero-worship  hanging  to  it,  will  suffice 
my  readers  and  me. 

But  there  is  another  literary  project  on  hand,  which 
did  take  effect;  —  much  worthy  of  mention,  this  year; 
the  whole  world  having  risen  into  such  a  Chorus  of 
Te-Deum  at  sight  of  it  next  year.  In  this  year  falls, 
what  at  any  rate  was  a  great  event  to  Friedrich,  as 
literary  man,  the  printing  of  his  first  Book,  —  assiduous 
writing  of  it  with  an  eye  to  print.  The  Book  is  that 
"celebrated  Anti-Macchiavel^'*  ever-praiseworthy  Refuta- 
tion of  MacchiaveVs  Prince;  concerning  which  there  are 
such  immensities  of  Voltaire-Correspondence,  now  be- 
come, like  the  Book  itself,  inane  to  all  readers.  This 
was  the  chosen  soul's -employment  of  Friedrich,  the 
flower  of  life  to  him,  at  Reinsberg,  through  the  year 

•  (Euores,  xili.  198-40^. 
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1739.  It  did  not  actually  get  to  press  till  Spring  1740; 
nor  actually  come  out  till  Autumn,  —  by  which  time 
a  great  change  had  occurred  in  Friedrich's  title  and 
circumstances:  —  but  we  may  as  well  say  here  what 
little  is  to  be  said  of  it  for  modem  readers. 

"The  Crown-Prince,  readmg  this  bad  Book  of  Mac- 
'^chiavers,  years  ago,  had  been  struck,  as  all  honest  souls, 
*'  especially  governors  or  apprentices  to  governing ,  must  be ,  if 
"they  thought  of  reading  such  a  thing,  with  its  badness,  its 
"falsity,  detestability ;  and  came  by  degrees,  obliquely  fishing 
"out  Voltaire's  opinion  as  he  went  along,  on  the  notion  of 
"  refuting  Macchiavel;  and  did  refute  him ,  the  best  he  could. 
"Set  down,  namely,  his  own  earnest  contradiction  to  such  un- 
"grounded  no:sdous  doctrines ;  elaborating  the  same  more  and 
"more  into  clear  logical  utterance,  till  they  swelled  into  a 
"little  Volume;  which,  so  excellent  was  it,  so  important  to 
"mankind,  Voltaire  and  friends  were  clear  for  publishing. 
"Published  accordingly  it  was;  goes  through  the  press  next 
"Summer  (1740),  under  Voltaire's  anxious  superintendence; 
"for  the  Prince  has  at  length  consented;  and  Voltaire  hands 
"the  Manuscript,  with  mystery  yet  with  hints,  to  a  Dutch 
"Bookseller,  one  Van  Duren  at  the  Hague,  who  is  eager 
"enough  to  print  such  an  article.*    Voltaire  himself,  —  such 

*  Here,  gathered  from  Friedrich*8  Letters  to  Voltaire,  is  the  Chronology 
of  the  little  Enterprise : 

1738,  March  21,  June  17,  ''Macchiavel  a  banefUl  man,'*  thinks  Fricdricb, 
**Oaght  to  be  refuted  by  somebody?**  thinks  be  (date  not  known). 

1739,  March  22,  Friedrich  thinks  of  'doing  it  himself.  Has  done  it, 
Tiecemher  4;  —  *'a  Book  which  ought  to  be  printed,**  say  Voltaire  and  the 
literary  visitors. 

1740,  ^priZ 26,  Book  given  np  to  Voltaire  for  printing.  Printing  finished; 
Book  appears,  **cnd  of  September/*  when  a  great  change  had  oocarred  In 
Frfedrich*8  title  andpoBlUou. 
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"his  magnanimous  friendship,  especially  if  one  have  Dutch 
** Lawsuits,  or  business  of  one's  own,  in  those  parts ,  —  takes 
"charge  of  correcting;  lodges  himself  in  the  'Old  Court' 
"  (Prussian  Mansion ,  called  VieiUe  Cour ,  at  the  Hague ,  where 
"*Luiscius,'  figuratively  speaking,  may  *get  an  alms^  from 
"us);  and  therefrom  corrects,  alters;  corresponds  with  the 
"Prince  and  Van  Duren ,  at  a  great  rate.  Keeps  correcting, 
"altering,  till  Van  Duren  thinks  he  is  spoiling  it  for  sale;  — 
"  and  privately  determines  to  preserve  the  original  Manuscript, 
"and  have  an  edition  of  that,  with  only  such  corrections  as 
"seem  good  to  Van  Duren.  A  treasonous  step  on  this  mule  of 
"  a  Bookseller's  part ,  thinks  Voltaire ;  but  mulishly  persisted 
"in  by  the  man.  Endless  correspondence,  to  right  and  left, 
"ensues;  intolerably  wearisome  to  every  reader.  And,  in 
"fine ,  there  came  out ,  in  Autumn  next ,"  —  the  Crown-Prince 
no  longer  a  Crown-Prince  by  that  time,  but  shining  con- 
spicuous imder  Higher  Title,  —  "not  one  Anti-Macchiavel  only, 
"  but  a  couple  or  a  trio  of  Anti-Macchiavels;  as  printed  *  at  the 
"'Hague;'  as  reprinted  'at  London'  or  elsewhere;  the  con- 
"  fused  Bibliography  of  which  has  now  fallen  very  insignificant. 
"  First  there  was  the  Voltaire  Text ,  Authorised  Edition ,  *  end 
"'of  September  1740;'  then  came,  in  few  weeks,  the  Van 
"  Duren  one ;  then ,  probably ,  a  third ,  combining  the  two ,  the 
"variations  given  as  footnotes:  —  in  short,  I  know  not  how 
"many  editions,  translations,  printings  and  reprintings;  all 
"  the  world  being  much  taken  up  with  such  a  message  from  the 
"  upper  regions,  and  eager  to  read  it  in  any  form. 

"As  to  Friedrich  himself,  who  of  course  says  nothing  of 
"the  Anti-Macchiavel  in  public,  he  privately,  to  Voltaire, 
"disowns  all  these  editions;  and  intends  to  give  a  new  one  of  his 
"  own,  which  shall  be  the  right  article ;  but  never  did  it,  having 
"  far  other  work  cut  out  for  him  in  the  months  that  came.  But 
"how  zealous  the  world's  humour  was  in  that  T3aa.\XRx .^  ^^s^ 


238  AT  REINSBEBG. 


« 


*' modem  reader  can  conceive  to  himself.  In  the  frightfiil 
''Compilation  called  Helden-GescMchte ,  which  we  sometimes 
"*cite,  there  are,  excerpted  from  the  then  'Biblioth&qnes' 
^^(Nouvelle  Biblioiheque  and  another;  shining  Periodicals  of 
"the  time,  now  gone  quite  dead),  two  'reviews'  of  the  And- 
^^MaccMavel^  which  fill  modem  readers  with  amazement:  such 
"a  Domine  dimittas  chanted  over  such  an  article!  —  These 
"  details,  in  any  other  than  the  Biographical  point  of  view,  are 
"now  infinitely  imimportant" 

Truly,  yes!    The   Crown -Prince's  Anti'-Macckiavd^ 
final  correct  edition  (in  two  forms,  Voltaire's  as  correct- 
ed,  and  the  Prince's  own  as  written),    stands   now  in 
clear  type;*  and,  after  all  that  jumble  of  printing  and 
counter-printing,   we   can  any  of  us  read  it  in  a  few 
hours;    but,    alas,    almost  none   of  us  with   the   least 
interest,  or,  as  it  were,  with  any  profit  whatever.     So 
different  is  present  tense  from  past,  in  all  things,  espe- 
cially in  things  like  these!    It  is  six  score  years  since 
the  Anti'Macchiavel  appeared.      The  spectacle   of  one 
who  was  himself  a  King  (for  the  mysterious  fact  was 
well  known  to  Van  Duren  and  everybody)  stepping 
forth  to  say,  with  conviction.  That  Kingship  was  not  a 
thing  of  attorney  mendacity,   to    be    done    nnder  the 
patronage  of  Beelzebub,  but  of  human  veracity,  to  h 
set  about  under  quite  Other  patronage;   and   that,  r 
fact,   a  Kjng  was  the  "bom  servant  of  his  People 
{domestique  Friedrich  once  calls  it),  rather  than  othc 
wise:  this,  naturally  enough,  rose  upon  the  then  poj 
lations,  unused  to  such  language,  like  the  dawn  o 

•  Preuss :  CEuvres  de  Frederic,  viii.  61-163. 
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new  day;  and  was  welcomed  with  such  applauses  as  are 
now  incredible,  after  all  that  has  come  and  gone!  Alas, 
in  these  six  score  years,  it  has  been  found  so  easy  to 
profess  and  speak,  even  with  sincerity.  The  actual 
Hero-Kings  were  long  used  to  be  silent;  and  the  Sham- 
Hero  kind  grow  only  the  more  desperate  for  us,  the 
more  they  speak  and  profess!  —  This  Anti-Macchiavel 
of  Friedrich's  is  a  clear  distinct  Treatise;  confutes,  or 
at  least  heartily  contradicts,  paragraph  by  paragraph, 
the  incredible  sophistries  of  Macchiavel.  Nay  it  leaves 
us,  if  we  sufficiently  force  our  attention,  with  the  com- 
fortable sense  that  his  Royal  Highness  is  speaking  with 
conviction,  and  honestly  from  the  heart,  in  the  affair: 
but  that  is  all  the  conquest  we  get  of  it,  in  these  days. 
Treatise  fallen  more  extinct  to  existing  mankind  it 
would  not  be  easy  to  name. 

Perhaps  indeed  mankind  is  getting  weary  of  the 
question  altogether.  Macchiavel  himself  one  now  reads 
only  by  compulsion.  "What  is  the  use  of  arguing  with 
anybody  that  can  believe  in  Macchiavel?"  asks  man- 
kind, or  might  well  ask;  and,  except  for  Editorial  pur- 
poses, eschews  smj  Anti-Macchiavel;  impatient  to  be  rid 
of  bane  and  antidote  both.  Truly  the  world  has  had  a 
pother  with  this  little  Nicolo  Macchiavelli  and  his  per- 
verse little  Book:  —  pity  almost  that  a  Priedrich  Wil- 
helm,  taking  his  rounds  at  that  point  of  time,  had  not 
had  the  "refiiting"  of  him;  Priedrich  Wilhelm's  method 
would  have  been  briefer  than  Friedrich's!  But  let  us 
hope  the  thing  is  now,  practically,  about  completed. 
And  as  to  the  other  question,  "Was  the  Signor  Niw^Vci 
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serious  in  this  perverse  little  Book;  or  did  he  onlj  do 
it  ironically,  with  a  serious  inverse  purpose?"  '  we  will 
leave  that  to  be  decided,  any  time  convenient,  by  people 
who  are  much  at  leisure  in  the  world!  — 

The  printing  of  the  Anti-Macchiavel  was  not  intrior 
sically  momentous  in  Friedrich's  history;  yet  it  might 
as  well  have  been  dispensed  with.  He  had  here  drawn 
a  fine  program,  and  needlessly  placarded  it  for  the 
street  populations:  and  afterwards  there  rose,  as  could 
not  fail  on  their  part,  comparison  between  program  and 
performance;  scornful  cry,  chiefly  from  men  of  weak 
judgment,  "Is  this  King  an  -4n<i-Macchiavel,  then? 
Pfdi!"  Of  which,  —  though  Voltaire's  voice,  too,  was 
heard  in  it,  in  angry  moments,  —  we  shall  say  nothing: 
the  reader,  looking  for  himself,  will  judge  by  and  by. 
And  herewith  enough  of  the  Anti-Macchiavel.  Compo- 
sition of  Anti-Macchiavel  and  speculation  of  the  Pine 
Henriade  lasted,  both  of  them,  all  through  this  Year 
1739,  and  farther:  from  these  two  items,  not  to  men- 
tion any  other,  readers  can  figure  sufficiently  how  lite- 
rary a  year  it  was. 

Friedrich  in  Preussen  again;  at  the  Stud  of  Trahehnen. 
A  tragically  great  Event  coming  on. 

In  July  this  year  the  Crown-Prince  went  with  Papa 
on  the  Prussian  Review-journey.*  Such  attendance  on 
Review-journeys ,  a  mark  of  his  being  well  with  Papa, 
is  now  becoming  usual;  they  are  agreeable  excursions^ 

•  "Set  out,  7th  Jnly'*  {CEuvm,  xxvii.  part  lat,  67  n). 
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and  cannot  but  be  instnictiye  as  well.  On  ibis  occa- 
sion, things  went  beautiftilly  with  bim.  Out  in  tbose 
grassy  Countries,  in  the  bright  Sununer,  once  more  he 
had  an  unusually  fine  time;  —  and  two  very  special 
pleasures  befel  him.  First  was,  a  sight  of  the  Emi- 
grants, our  Salzburgers  and  other,  in  their  flourishing 
condition,  over  in  Lithuania  yonder.  Delightful  to  see 
how  the  waste  is  blossoming  up  again;  busy  men,  with 
their  industries,  their  steady  pious  husbandries,  making 
all  things  green  and  fruitM:  horse-droyes,  cattle-herds, 
waving  cornfields;  —  a  very  ^^Schmahgruhe  (Butter-pit)" 
of  those  Northern  parts,  as  it  is  since  called.  *  The 
Crown-Prince's  own  words  on  this  matter  we  will  give; 
they  are  in  a  Letter  of  his  to  Voltaire,  perhaps  already 
known  to  some  readers;  —  and  we  can  observe  he 
writes  rather  copiously  from  those  localities  at  presenti 
and  in  a  cheerfiil  humour  with  everybody. 

"  Insterkurg,  21th  July  1739  (CrQwn-Prince  to  Voltaire).  *  * 
*' Prussian  Lithuania  is  a  Country  a  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
"long,  by  from  sixty  to  forty  broad;**  it  was  ravaged  by 
"Pestilence  at  the  beginning  of  this  Century;  and  they  say 
"  Three-hundred  Thousand  people  died  of  disease  and  famine." 
Ravaged  by  Pestilence  and  the  neglect  of  Eang  FriedrichL; 
till  my  Father,  once  his  hands  were  free,  made  personal  survey 
of  it,  and  took  it  up,  in  earnest 

"  Since  that  time ,"  say  twenty  years  ago ,  "  there  is  no  ex- 
**  pense  that  the  King  has  been  afraid  of,  in  order  to  succeed  in 
"his  salutary  views.  He  made,  in  the  first  place ,  regulations 
"full  of  wisdom;  he  rebuilt  wherever  the  Pestilence  had 

*  Biisching:  Erdheschreibiing,  U.  1049. 
••  "Miles  English/*  we  alwaya  inean,unleM  &c. 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,  F.  ^^ 
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<<  desolated:  thousands  of  families ,  from  the  ends  of  Europe," 
Seventeen  Thousand  Salzburgers  for  the  last  item,  "were 
"  conducted  hither ;  the  Country  repeopled  itself;  trade  began 
"to  flourish  again;  —  and  now,  in  these  fertile  regions, 
"  abundance  reigns  more  than  it  ever  did. 

"  There  are  above  half  a  million  of  inhabitants  in  Lithuania; 
"  there  are  more  towns  than  there  ever  were ,  more  flocks  than 
"formerly,  more  wealth  and  more  productiveness  than  in  anj 
"  other  part  of  Germany.  And  all  this  that  I  tell  you  of  is  due 
"to  the  King  alone;  who  not  only  gave  the  orders,  bat 
"superintended  the  execution  of  them;  it  was  he  that  deyised 
"the  plans,  and  himself  got  them  carried  to  fulfilment;  and 
"  spared  neither  care  nor  pains,  nor  immense  expenditures,  nor 
"promises  nor  recompenses,  to  secure  happiness  and  life fi 
"  this  half  million  of  thinking  beings ,  who  owe  to  him  alotf 
"  that  they  have  possessions  and  felicity  in  the  world. 

"  I  hope  this  detaQ  does  not  weary  you.  I  depend  on  your 
"humanity  extending  itself  to  your  Lithuanian  brethren,  as 
"well  as  to  your  French,  English,  German,  or  other,  —  all  the 
"more  as,  to  my  great  astonishment,  I  passed  through  villages 
"where  you  hear  nothing  spoken  but  French.  —  I  have  found 
"something  so  heroic,  in  the  generous  and  laborious  way  in 
"which  the  King  addressed  himself  to  making  this  desert 
"flourish  with  inhabitants  and  happy  industries  and  firuits, 
"that  it  seemed  to  me  you  would  feel  the  same  sentiments  in 
"learning  the  circumstances  of  such  a  reestablishment. 

"I  daily  expect  news  of  you  from  Enghien"  (in  those  Dutch- 
Lawsuit  Countries).  *  *  "  The  divine  Emilie ;  *  *  the  Duke" 
(D*Aremberg,  Austrian  Soldier,  of  convivial  turn,  — remote 
Welsh- Uncle  to  a  certain  little  Prince  de  Ligne,  now  spinning 
tops  in  those  parts;*   not  otherwise  interesting),   "whom 

*  Born  23d  May  1785 ,  this  latter  little  Prince;  lasted  till  18th  Dec.  ISU 
i"danse,  mais  il  ne  marche  pas")* 
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"Apollo   contends  for  against  Bacchus.    *  *  Adieu.    Ne 
*'  ni'oubliezpaSf  mon  cher  ami,^*  * 


This  is  one  pleasant  scene,  to  the  Crown-Prince 
and  us,  in  those  grassy  localities.  And  now  we  have 
to  mention  that,  about  a  fortnight  later,  at  Kdnigsbcrg 
one  day,  in  reference  to  a  certain  Eoyal  Stud  or  Horse- 
breeding  Establishment  in  those  same  Lithuanian  re- 
gions,  there  had  a  still  livelier  satisfaction  happened 
him;  satisfaction  of  a  personal  and  filial  nature.  The 
name  of  this  Eoyal  Stud,  inestimable  on  such  ground, 
isTrakehnen, —  lies  south  of  Tilsit,  in  an  upper  valley 
of  the  Pregel  river;  — :  very  extensive  Horse -Establish- 
ment, "with  seven  farms  under  it,"  say  the  Books,  and 
all  "in  the  most  perfect  order,"  they  need  hardly  add, 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  being  master  of  it.  Well,  the  Eoyal 
Party  was  atKonigsberg,  so  far  on  the  road  homewards 
again  from  those  outlying  parts,  when  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm said  one  day  to  his  Son,  quite  in  a  cursory  man- 
ner, "I  give  thee  that  Stud  of  Trakehnen;  thou  must 
go  back  and  look  to  it;"  —  which  struck  Fritz  quite 
dumb  at  the  moment 

For  it  is  worth  near  upon  2,000  Z.  a  year  (12,000 
thalers) ;  a  welcome  new  item  in  our  impoverished  budget; 
and  it  is  an  undeniable  sign  of  Papa's  good  humour 
with  us,  which  is  more  precious  still.  Fritz  made  his 
acknowledgments,  eloquent  with  looks,  eloquent  with 
voice,  on  coming  to  himself;  and  is,  in  fact,  very  proud 
of  his  gift,    and  celebrates  it  to  his  Wilhelmina^   to 

•  (Euvres,  xxi.  804^  30b. 
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Camas  and  others  who  have  a  right  to  know  sach  a 
thing.  Grand  osefdl  gift;  and  handed  over  bj  Papa 
grandly,  in  three  business  words,  as  if  it  had  been  a 
brace  of  game:  ^*I  give  it  thee,  Fritz !^*  A  thing  not 
to  be  forgotten.  "At  bottom  Friedrich ' Wilhelm  was 
"not  avaricious''  (not  a  miser,  only  a  man  grandly  ab- 
horring waste,  as  the  poor  vulgar  cannot  do),  "not  ava- 
ricious," says  P5llnitz  once;  "he  made  munificent  gifts, 
"and  never  thought  of  them  more."  This  of  Trakelmen, 
—  perhaps  there  might  be  a  whiff  of  coming  Fate  con- 
cerned in  it  withal:  "I  shall  soon  be  dead,  not  able  to 
give  thee  anything,  poor  Fritz  1"  To  the  Prince  and 
us  it  is  very  beautiful;  a  fine  effulgence  of  the  innei 
man  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm.  The  Prince  returned  to 
Trakehnen,  on  this  glad  errand;  settled  the  businesB 
details  there;  and,  after  a  few  days,  went  home  by  a 
route  of  his  own;  —  well  satisfied  with  this  Prussian 
Review-journey,  as  we  may  imagine. 

One  sad  thing  there  was,  though  Friedrich  did  not 
yet  know  how  sad,  in  this  Review-journey:  the  new  fit 
of  illness  that  overtook  his  Majesty.     From  PdUnits. 
who  was  of  the  party,  we  have  details  on  that  head 
In  his  Majesty's  last  bad  illness,  five  years  ago,  whe 
all  seemed  hopeless,  it  appears  the  surgeons  had  r 
lieved  him,  —  in  fact  recovered  him,  bringing  off  tl 
bad  humours  in  quantity,  —  by  an  incision  in  the  fc 
or  leg.     In  the  course  of  the  present  fatigues,   this  i 
wound  broke  out  again;  which  of  course  stood  much 
the  way  of  his  Ma^e^ty^  «si^  ^ovM  not  be  neglected 
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probably  the  causes  of  it  were.  A  regimental  surgeon, 
PSllnitz  says,  was  called  in;  who,  in  two  days,  healed 
the  wound,  —  and  declared  all  to  be  right  again;  though 
in  fact,  as  we  may  judge,  it  was  dangerously  worse 
than  before.  "All  well  here,"  writes  Friedrich;  "the 
"Bang  has  been  out  of  order,  but  is  now  entirely  re- 
" covered  {tout  a  fait  remis)^* 

Much  reviewing  and  heavy  business  followed  at 
Konigsberg;  —  gift  of  Trakehnen,  and  departure  of  the 
Crown-Prince  for  Trakehnen,  winding  it  up.  Directly 
on  the  heel  of  which,  his  Majesty  turned  homewards, 
the  Crown- Prince  not  to  meet  him  till  once  at  Berlin 
again.  Majesty's  first  stage  was  at  Pillau,  where  we 
have  been.  At  Pillau,  or  next  day  at  Dantzig,  Pollnitz 
observed  a  change  in  his  Majesty's  humour,  which  had 
been  quite  sunshiny  all  this  journey  hitherto.  At  Dantzig 
Pollnitz  first  noticed  it;  but  at  every  new  stage  it  grew 
worse,  evil  accidents  occurring  to  worsen  it;  and  at 
Berlin  it  was  worst  of  all;  —  and,  alas,  his  poor  Ma- 
jesty never  recovered  his  sunshine  in  this  world  again! 
Here  is  PsUnitz's  account  of  the  journey  homewards: 

"  Till  now,*'  till  Pillau  and  Dantzig,  "his  Majesty  had  been 
"in  especially  good  hiunour;  but  in  Dantzig  his  cheerfulness 
"forsook  him;  —  and  it  never  came  back.  He  arrived  about 
"ten  at  night  in  that  City"  (Wednesday,  12th  August  or 
"thereby);  "slept  there;  and  was  off  again  next  morning  at 
*  *  five.  He  drove  only  fifty  miles  this  day ;  stopped  in  Lupow  " 
"  (coast  road  through  Pommem) ,  "  with  Herr  von  Grumkow  " 

•  "K6nig8berg,  80th  July  1789f»'  to  \iU  VJVEft  VEwtw,t2«\.  «^* 
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"  (the  late  Grumkow's  Brother) ,  "  Kammer  President  in  this 
"  Pommem  Province.  From  Lupow  he  went  to  a  poor  Village 
"near  Belgard,  eighty  miles  farther;"  —  last  village  on  the 
great  road,  Belgard  lying  to  left  a  little,  on  a  side  road;  — 
*  *  and  stayed  there  overnight. 

"At  Belgard,  next  morning,  he  reviewed  the  Dragoon 
"Regiment  von  Platen;  and  was  very  ill-content  with  it 
"And  nobody,  with  the  least  understanding  of  that  business, 
"but  must  own  that  never  did  Prussian  Regiment  manoeuvre 
"  worse.  Conscious  themselves  how  bad  it  was,  they  lost  head, 
"and  got  into  open  confusion.  The  King  did  all  that  was 
"possible  to  help  them  into  order  again.  He  withdrew  thrice 
"over,  to  give  the  Officers  time  to  recover  themselves;  but  it 
"was  all  in  vain.  The  King,  contrary  to  wont,  restrained 
"himself  amazingly,  and  would  not  show  his  displeasure  in 
"public.  He  got  mto  his  carriage,  and  drove  away  with  the 
"Fiirst  of  Anhalt,"  Old  Dessauer,  "and  Von  Winterfeld," 
Captain  in  the  Giant  Regiment ,  "who  is  now  Major-Geneial 
"von  Winterfeld;*  not  staying  to  dine  with  General  von 
"Platen,  as  was  always  his  custom  with  Commandants  whom 
"he  had  reviewed.  He  bade  Prince  Wilhelm  and  the  rest  of 
"us  stay  and  dine;  he  himself  drove  away,"  —  towards  the 
great  road  again,  and  some  uncertain  lodging  there. 

"We  stayed  accordingly;  and  did  full  justice  to  the  goo* 
"cheer,"  —  though  poor  Platen  would  certainly  look  flustered 
one  may  fancy.    "But  as  the  Prince  was  anxious  to  comei 
"with  his  Majesty  again,  and  knew  not  where  he  would  m( 
"him,  we  had  to  be  very  swift  with  the  business. 

"  We  found  the  ELing  with  Anhalt  and  Winterfeld ,  by  i 
"  by ;  sitting  in  a  village ,  in  front  of  a  bam ,  and  eating  a  < 
"pie  there,  which  the  Fiirst  of  Anhalt  had  chanced  to  ) 

"  Major-General  since  1743,  of  high  fame;  fell  in  fight,  7th  Scptt 
1757. 
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''with  him;  his  Majesty,  owing  to  what  he  had  seen  on  the 
"parade-ground,  was  in  the  utmost  ill-humour  (hUcJist  abler 
"  Laune).  Next  day ,  Saturday ,  he  went  a  hundred  and  fifty 
"  or  two  hundred  miles ;  and  arrived  in  Berlin  at  ten  at  night. 
"Not  expected  there  till  the  morrow;  so  that  his  rooms  were 
"locked,  —  her  Majesty  being  over  inMonbijou,  giving  her 
"children  a  Ball ; "  *  —  and  we  can  fancy  what  a  frame  of  mind 
there  was! 

t 

Nobody,  not  at  first  even  the  Doctors,  much  heeded 
this  new  fit  of  illness;  which  went  and  came:  "changed 
temper,"  deeper  or  less  deep  gloom  of  "bad  humour,'* 
being  the  main  phenomenon  to  bystanders.  But  the 
sad  truth  was,  his  Majesty  never  did  recover  his  sun- 
shine; from  Pillau  onwards  he  was  slowly  entering  into 
the  shadows  of  the  total  Last  Eclipse;  and  his  jour- 
neyings  and  reviewings  in  this  world  were  all  done. 
Ten  months  hence,  Pollnitz  and  others  knew  better 
what  it  had  been!  — 

•  PSUnitz,  U.  687, 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

LAST  TEAR  OF  REINSBERG:   TRANSIT  OF  BALTIMORE  AKB 
OTHER  PERSONS  AND  THINGS. 

Friedrich  had  not  been  long  home  again  from 
Trakehnen  and  Prenssen,  when  the  routine  of  things 
at  Beinsberg  was  illnminated  by  Visitors ,  of  brilliant 
and  learned  qualitj",  some  of  whom,  a  certain  Signer 
Algarotti  for  one,  require  passing  mention  here.  Al- 
garotti,  who  became  a  permanent  Mend  or  satellite, 
very  luminous  to  the  Prince,  and  was  much  about  hki 
in  coming  years,  first  shone  out  upon  the  scene  at  this 
time,  —  coming  unexpectedly,  and  from  the  Eastward 
as  it  chanced. 

On  his  own  score,  Algarotti  has  become  a  weaii- 
some  literary  man  to  modem  readers:  one  of  those 
half-remembered  men,  whose  Books  seem  to  claim  a 
reading,  and  do  not  repay  it  you  when  given.  Treatises, 
of  a  serious  nature.  On  the  Opei^a;  setting  forth,  in 
earnest,  the  potential  "moral  uses"  of  the  Opera,  and 
dedicated  to  Chatham;  Neutonianismo  per  le  Donne 
(Astronomy  for  Ladies):  the  mere  Titles  of  such  things 
are  fatally  sufficient  to  us;  and  we  cannot,  withont 
effort,  nor  with  it,  recall  the  brilliancy  of  Algarotti  and  j 
them  to  his  contemporary  world. 

Algarotti  was  a  rich  Venetian  Merchants  Son,  pre- 
cisely about  tihe  Cto^jm-Prince's  age;  shone  greatly  in 
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Ids  studies  at  Bologna  and  elsewhere;  had  written 
Poesies  {Rime) ;  written  especially  that  Newtonianism  for 
the  Dames  (equal  to  Fontenelle,  said  Fame,  and  or- 
thodox Newtonian  withal,  not  heterodox  or  Cartesian); 
—  and  had  shone,  respected,  at  Paris,  on  the  strength 
of  it,  for  three  or  four  years  past:  friend  of  Voltaire  in 
consequence,  of  Voltaire  and  his  Divine  Emilie,  and  a 
welcome  guest  at  Cirey;  friend  of  the  cultivated  world 
generally,  which  was  then  labouring,  Divine  Emilie  in 
the  van  of  it,  to  understand  Newton  and  be  orthodox 
in  this  department  of  things.  Algarotti  did  fine  Poesies, 
too,  once  and  again;  did  Classical  Scholarships,  and 
nrach  else:  everywhere  a  clearheaded,  methodically 
distinct,  concise  kind  of  man.  A  high  style  of  breeding 
about  him,  too;  had  powers  of  pleasing,  and  used  them: 
a  man  beautifully  lucent  in  society,  gentle  yet  im- 
pregnable there;  keeping  himself  unspotted  from  the 
world  and  its  discrepancies,  —  really  with  considerable 
prudence,  first  and  last 

He  is  somewhat  of  the  Bielfeld  type;  a  Merchants 
Son,  we  observe,  like  Bielfeld;  but  a  Venetian  Mer- 
chant's, not  a  Hamburg's;  and  abo  of  better  natural 
stu£P  than  Bielfeld.  Concentrated  himself  upon  his  task 
with  more  seriousness,  and  made  a  higher  thing  of  it 
than  Bielfeld;  though,  after  all,  it  was  the  same  task 
the  two  had.  Alas,  our  "Swan  of  Padua"  (so  they 
sometimes  called  him)  only  sailed,  paddling  grandly, 
nowhither,  —  as  the  Swan-Goose  of  the  Elbe  did,  in 
a  less  stately  manner!  One  cannot  well  bear  to  read 
his  Books.     There  is  no  light  upou  ExlaAsv^  \a  'vjbos:^ 
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us;  better  light  than  Bielfeld^s  there  could  have  been, 
and  much  of  it:  but  he  prudently,  as  well  as  proudly, 
forbore  such  topics.  He  approaches  very  near  fertility 
and  geniality  in  his  writings;  but  never  reaches  it 
Dilettantism  become  serious  and  strenuous,  in  those 
departments  —  Well,  it  was  beautiful  to  young  Fried- 
rich  and  the  world  at  that  time,  though  it  is  not  to 
us!  —  Young  Algarotti,  Twenty-seven  this  year,  has 
been  touring  about  as  a  celebrity  these  four  years  past, 
on  the  strength  of  his  fine  manners  and  Newtonianism 
for  the  Dames, 

It  was  under  escort  of  Baltimore,  ''an  English 
Milord,"  recommended  from  Potsdam  itself,  that  At 
garotti  came  to  Eeinsberg;  the  Signer  had  much  to 
do  with  English  people  now  and  after.  Where  Bal- 
timore first  picked  him  up,  I  know  not:  but  they  haTS 
been  to  Eussia  together;  Baltimore  by  twelve  years  the 
elder  of  the  two:  and  now,  getting  home  towards  £lng- 
land  again,  they  call  at  Eeinsberg  in  the  fine  Autumn 
weather;  —  and  considerably  captivate  the  Crown- 
Prince,  Baltimore  playing  chief,  in  that  as  in  other 
points.  The  visit  lasted  five  days:*  there  was  copious 
speech  on  many  things;  —  discussion  about  Printing 
of  the  Anti'Macchiavel;  Algarotti  to  get  it  printed  in 
England,  Algarotti  to  get  Pine  and  his  Engraved 
Henviade  put  under  way;  neither  of  which  projects  took 
effect;  —  readers  can  conceive  what  a  charming  five 
days  these  were.     Here,  in  the  Crown-Prince's   own 

*  20-25th  September  1789  {SEiwfw  d$  FridMOt  zIt*  p.  xir.)* 
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words,    are   some   brief  glimmerings   wMch  will  suf- 
fice us: 

Reinsberg,  2Dth  Sept.  1739  (Crown-Prince  to  Papa).  *  *  * 
that "  nothing  new  has  occurred  in  the  Regiment ,  and  we  have 
"few  sick.  Here  has  the  English  Milord,  who  was  at  Potsdam, 
"passed  through"  (stayed  ^ve  days,  though  we  call  it  passing, 
and  suppress  the  Algarotti,  Baltimore  being  indeed  chief). 
"  He  is  gone  towards  Hamburg,  to  take  ship  for  England  there. 
"As  I  heard  that  my  Most  All-gracious  Father  wished  I 
"should  show  him  courtesy,  I  have  done  for  him  what  I  could. 
**  The  Prince  of  Mirow  has  also  been  here ,"  —  our  old  Strelitz 
friend.  Of  Baltimore  nothing  more  to  Papa.  But  to  another 
Correspondent,  to  the  good  Suhm  (who  is  now  at  Petersburg, 
and  much  in  our  intimacy,  ready  to  transact  loans  for  us, 
translate  Wolf,  or  do  what  is  wanted) ,  there  is  this  passage 
next  day : 

Reinsberg,  2Qth  September  1739  (To  Suhm).  "  We  have  had 
"Milord  Baltimore  here,  and  the  young  Algarotti;  both  of 
"them  men  who,  by  their  accomplishments ,  cannot  but  con- 
"ciliate  the  esteem  and  consideration  of  all  who  see  them. 
"We  talked  much  of  you"  (Suhm),  "  of  Philosophy,  of  Science, 
"Art ;  in  short ,  of  all  that  can  be  included  in  the  taste  of  cul- 
"tivated  people  (Jionnetes  gensy**  And  again  to  another, 
about  two  weeks  hence : 

Reinsberg,  lOih  October  1739  (To  Voltaire).  "We  have 
"had  Milord  Baltimore  and  Algarotti  here,  who  are  going  back 
"to  England.  This  Milord  is  a  very  sensible  man  (homme  trh- 
"  sensd) ;  who  possesses  a  great  deal  of  knowledge ,  and  thinks 
"like  us,  that  sciences  can  be  no  disparagement  to  nobility, 
"nor  degrade  an  illustrious  rank.  I  admired  the  genius  of 
"this  Anglais^  as  one  does  a  fine  face  through  a  crape  veil. 

*  (Euvres  de  Frid4ric%  xtI.  878. 
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''He  Speaks  French  Tery  ill,  yet  one  likes  to  hear  him  speak 
''it ;  and  as  for  his  English ,  he  pronounces  it  so  quick ,  there  is 
"no  possibility  of  following  him.  He  calls  a  Russian  *a 
"'mechanical  animal.'  He  says,  *  Petersburg  is  the  eye  of 
"* Russia,  with  which  it  keeps  civilised  countries  insight;  if 
"'you  took  this  eye  from  it,  Russia  would  fall  again  into 
"  *  barbarism ,  out  of  which  it  is  just  struggling.'  *  *  *  Young 
"Algarotti,  whom  you  know,  pleased  me  beyond  measure. 
"He  promised  that  he'*  —  But  Baltimore,  promise  or  not,  is 
the  chief  figure  at  present 

Evidently  an  original  kind  of  figure  to  us,  cet 
Anglais,  And  indeed  there  is  already  finished  a  rhymed 
Epistle  to  Baltimore;  EpUre  sur  la  Liberie  (copy  goes 
in  that  same  Letter,  for  Voltaire^s  behoof),  which  dates 
itself  likewise  October  10th*,  beginning, 

"Vesprit  litre.  Milord,  qui  rigne  en  Angleterre,**  — 

which,  though  it  is  full  of  fine  sincere  sentiments,  about 
human  dignity,  papal  superstition,  Newton,  Locke,  and 
aspirations  for  progress  of  culture  in  Prussia,  no  reader 
could  stand  at  this  epocL 

What  Baltimore  said  in  answer  to  the  EpUrej  we 
do  not  know:  probably  not  much;  it  does  not  appear 
he  ever  saw  or  spoke  to  Friedrich  a  second  time. 
Three  weeks  after,  Friedrich  writing  to  Algarotti,  has 
these  words:  "I  pray  you  make  my  Mendships  to 
"Milord  Baltimore,  whose  character  and  manner  of 
*^  thinking  I  truly  esteem.  I  hope  he  has,  by  this  time, 
"got  my  Epitre  on  the  English  Liberty  of  Thought"  ** 

*  (Ewaret  de  Fridirie,  xxi.  828,  827. 
**  29th  October  1739,  To  Algarotti  in  London  {(Envres,  xrlli.  5). 
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And  so  Baltimore  passes  on,  silent  in  History  hence- 
forth, —  though  Friedrich  seems  to  have  remembered 
him  to  late  times,  as  a  kind  of  type-figure  when  Eng- 
land came  into  his  head.  For  the  sake  of  this  small 
transit  over  the  sun^s  disc,  I  have  made  some  in- 
quiry about  Baltimore;  but  found  very  little;  —  per- 
haps enough: 

**  He  was  Charles,  Sixth  Lord  Baltimore,  it  appears ;  Sixth, 
"and  last  but  one.  First  of  the  Baltimores,  we  know,  was 
"Secretary  Calvert  (1618 — 1624),  who  colonised  Maryland; 
"last  of  them  (1774)  was  the  Son  of  this  Charles;  something  of 
"  a  fool ,  to  judge  by  the  face  of  him  in  Portraits ,  and  by  some 
"of  his  doings  in  the  world.  He,  that  Seventh  Baltimore, 
"printed  one  or  two  little  Volumes  ('now  of  extreme  rarity,*  — 
"cannot  be  too  rare);  and  winded  up  by  standing  an  ugly 
"Trial  at  Kingston  Assizes  (plaintiff  an  unfortunate-female). 
"After  which  he  retired  to  Naples,  and  there  ended,  1774,  the 
"last  of  these  Milords.  * 

"He  of  the  Kingston  Assizes,  we  say,  was  not  this  Charles; 
"  but  his  Son ,  whom  let  the  reader  forget.  Charles ,  age  forty 
" at  this  time ,  had  travelled  about  the  Continent  a  good  deal: 
"once,  long  ago,  we  imagined  we  had  got  a  glimpse  of  him 
"  (but  it  was  a  guess  merely)  lounging  about  Lim^ville  and 
"Lorraine,  along  with  Lyttelton,  in  the  Congress-of-Soissons 
"time?  Not  long  after  Ihat,  it  is  certain  enough,  he  got  ap- 
" pointed  a  Gentleman  of  the  Bedchamber  to  Prince  Fred; 
"who  was  a  friend  of  speculative  talkers  andcultivatedpeople. 
"In  which  situation  Charles  Sixth  Baron  Baltimore  continued 
"all  his  days  after;  and  might  have  risen  by  means  of  Fred, 

*  Walpole  (by  Park) :  Catalogue  of  Royal  and  Noble  Authors  (London^ 
1806),  y.  278, 
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'*  as  he  was  anxious  enough  to  do ,  had  both  of  them  lived ;  but 
"  they  both  died ,  Baltimore  first ,  in  1751 ,  a  year  before  Fred. 
"Bubb  Doddington,  diligent  labourer  in  the  same  Fred 
"vineyard,  was  much  infested  by  this  Baltimore,  —  who, 
"  drunk  or  sober  (for  he  occasionally  gets  into  liquor),  is  always 
"putting  out  Bubb,  and  stands  too  well  with  our  Royal  Master, 
"one  secretly  fears!  Baltimore's  finances ,  I  can  guess,  were 
"not  in  too  good  order;  mostly  an  Absentee;  Irish  Estates 
"not  managed  in  the  first  style,  while  one  is  busy  in  the  Fred 
"  vineyard !  *  The  best  and  honestest  man  in  the  world ,  with 
"  *  a  good  deal  of  jumbled  knowledge,*  Walpole  calls  him  once: 
"  *  but  not  capable  of  conducting  a  party. ' "  *  Oh  no ;  —  and 
died,  at  any  rate,  Spring  1751 :  **  and  we  will  not  mention  him 
farther. 

Bielfeldy  what  he  saw  at  Rdnsherg  and  around. 

Directly  on  the  rear  of  these  fine  visitors,  came,  by 
invitation,  a  pair  of  the  Kom^s  H6tel  people;  Masonic 
friends;  one  of  whom  was  Bielfeld,  whose  dainty  In- 
stallation Speech  and  ways  of  procedure  had  been  of 
promise  to  the  Prince  on  that  occasion.  "Baron  von 
Oberg"  was  the  other;  —  Hanoverian  Baron:  the  same 
who  went  into  the  Wars,  and  was  a  "General  von 
Oberg"  twenty  years  hence?  The  same  or  another,  it 
does  not  much  concern  ns.  Nor  does  the  visit  much, 
or  at  all ;  except  that  Bielfeld ,  being  of  writing  nature, 
professes  to  give  ocular  account  of  it  Honest  transcript 
of  what  a  human  creature  actually  saw  at  Beinsberg, 

*  Walpole*8  Letters  to  Mann  (London,  1848),  ii.  176:  27th  January  1747. 
See  ib.  1.  82. 

*•  Peerage  of  Ireland  (London,  1768),  U.  172-174, 
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and  in  the  Berlin  environment  at  that  date,  would  have 
had  a  value  to  mankind:  but  Bielfeld  has  adopted  the 
fictitious  form;  and  pretty  much  ruined  for  us  any 
transcript  there  is.  Exaggeration,  gesticulation,  fan- 
tastic uncertainty  afHict  the  reader;  and  prevent  com- 
fortable belief,  except  where  there  is  other  evidence 
than  Bielfeld's. 

At  Berlin  the  beautiful  straight  streets.  Linden 
Avenues  (perhaps  a  better  sample  than  those  of  our 
day),  were  notable  to  Bielfeld;  bridges,  statues  very 
fine;  grand  esplanades,  and  such  military  drilling  and 
paradiag  as  was  never  seen.  He  had  dinner  invitations, 
too,  in  quantity;  likes  this  one  and  that  (all  in  prudent 
asterisks),  —  likes  Truchsess  von  Waldburg  very  much, 
and  his  strange  mode  of  bachelor  housekeeping,  and 
the  way  he  dines  and  talks  among  his  fellow-creatures, 
or  sits  studious  among  his  Military  Books  and  Paper- 
litters.  But  all  is  loose  far-off  sketching,  in  the  style 
of  Anacharsis  the  Younger;  and  makes  no  solid  im- 
pression. 

Getting  to  Keinsberg,  to  the  Town,  to  the  Schloss, 
he  crosses  the  esplanade,  the  moat;  sees  what  we  know, 
beautiful  square  Mansion  among  its  woods  and  waters; 
—  and  almost  nothing  that  we  do  not  know,  except  the 
way  the  moat-bridge  is  lighted;  "Bridge  ftimished,"  he 
says,  "with  seven  Statues  representing  the  seven 
"Planets,  each  holding  in  her  hand  a  glass  lamp  in  the 
form  of  a  globe;"  —  which  is  a  pretty  object  in  the 
nighttime.  The  House  is  now  finished;  Knobelsdorf 
rejoicing  in  his  success;  Pesne  and  others  ^^'rm^  *^^ 
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last  tonch  to  some  ceilings  of  a  sublime  nature.  On 
the  lintel  of  the  gate  is  inscribed  Frederico  TranquiUi^ 
totem  Colenti  (To  Frederick  courting  Tranquillity).  The 
gardens,  walks,  hermitages,  grottoes,  are  very  spacious, 
fine;  not  yet  completed,  —  perhaps  will  never  be.  A 
Temple  of  Bacchus  is  just  now  on  hand ,  somewhere  in 
those  labyrinthic  woods:  "twelve  gigantic  Satyrs  as 
"caryatides,  crowned  by  an  inverted  Punchbowl  for 
"dome;"  that  is  the  ingenious  Knobelsdorfs  idea, 
pleasant  to  the  mind.  Enobelsdorf  is  of  austere  aspect; 
austere,  yet  benevolent  and  full  of  honest  sagacity;  the 
very  picture  of  sound  sense,  thinks  Bielfeld.  M.  Jordan 
is  handsome,  though  of  small  stature;  agreeable  ex* 
pression  of  face;  eye  extremely  vivid;  brown  com- 
plexion, "bushy  eyebrows  as  well  as  beard  are 
black"* 

Or  did  the  reader  ever  hear  of  "M.  Fredersdorf,'* 
Head  Valet  at  this  time?  Fredersdorf  will  become,  as 
it  were,  Privy-Purse,  House-Mend,  and  domestic  Facto- 
tum, and  play  a  great  part,  in  coming  years.  "A  tall 
*' handsome  man;"  much  "silent  sense,  civility,  dex- 
"terity ;"  something  "magnificently  clever  in  him,"  thinks 
Bielfeld  (now,  or  else  twenty  years  afterwards);  whom 
we  can  believe.**  He  was  a  gift  from  Greneral  Schwerin, 
this  Fredersdorf;  once  a  Private  in  Schwerin's  regi- 
ment, at  Frankfurt  on  the  Oder  —  excellent  on  the 
flute,  for  one  quality.  Schwerin,  who  had  an  eye  for 
men,  sent  him  to  Friedrich,  in  the  Custrin  time;  hoping 

•  Bielfeld  (abridged),  i.  45.  ••  lb.  p.  49. 
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he  might  suit  in  fluting  and  otherwise.  Which  he  con- 
spicuously did.  Bielfeld's  account,  we  must  candidly 
say,  appears  to  be  an  afterthought;  but  readers  can 
make  their  profit  of  it,  all  the  same. 

As  to  the  Crown-Prince  and  Princess,  words  fail  to 
express  their  gracious  perfections,  their  affabilities, 
polite  ingenuities:  —  Bielfeld^s  words  do  give  us  some 
pleasant  shadowy  conceivability  of  the  Crown-Prin- 
cess: 


''  Tall ,  and  perfect  in  shape;  bust  such  as  a  sculptor  might 
*copy;  complexion  of  the  finest;  features  ditto;  nose,  I 
*  confess,  smallish  and  pointed,  but  excellent  of  that  kind; 
'hair  of  the  supremest  flaxen,  'shining'  like  a  flood  of  sun- 
' beams,  when  the  powder  is  off  it.  A  humane  ingenuous 
'  Princess ;  little  negligences  in  toilette  or  the  like ,  if  such  oc- 
'  cur ,  even  these  set  her  off,  so  ingenuous  are  they.  Speaks 
'little ;  but  always  to  the  purpose ,  in  a  simple ,  cheerful  and 
'wise  way.  Dances  beautifully ;  heart  (her  soubrette  assures 
'me)  is  heavenly;  —  and  'perhaps  no  Princess  living  has  a 
* '  finer  set  of  diamonds.' " 

Of  the  Crown-Princess  there  is  some  pleasant  shadow 
traced  as  on  cobweb ,  to  this  effect.  But  of  the  Crown-Prince 
there  is  no  forming  the  least  conception  from  what  he  says:  — 
this  is  mere  cobweb  with  Nothing  elaborately  painted  on  it. 
Nor  do  the  portraits  of  the  others  attract  by  their  verisimi- 
litude. Here  is  Colonel  Keyserling,  for  instance;  the  witty 
Courlander,  famous  enough  in  the  Friedrich  circle;  who  went 
on  embassy  to  Cirey,  and  much  else :  he  "  whirls  in  with  uproar 
^^ (fracas)  like  Boreas  in  the  Ballet;"  fowling-piece  on 
shoulder,  and  in  his  " dressing-gown"  withal,  which  is  still 
strangex' ;  snatches  off  Bielfeld ,  unknown  till  that  moment  .^  ta 
Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great.  F.  ^ 
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sit  by  him  while  dressing;  and  there,  with  much  capering, 
pirouetting,  and  indeed  abnost  ground-and-lofty  tumbling, 
for  accompaniment,  'Halks  of  Horses,  Mathematics,  Painting, 
"Architecture,  Literature,  and  the  Art  of  War,"  while  he 
dresses.  This  gentleman  was  once  Colonel  in  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm's  Army ;  is  now  fairly  turned  of  forty,  and  has  been  in 
troubles:  we  hope  he  is  not  like  in  the  Bielfeld  Portrait;  — 
otherwise,  how  happy  that  we  never  had  the  honour  of  knowing 
him  I  Indeed,  the  Crown-Prince's  Household  generally,  as 
Bielfeld  paints  it  in  flourishes  of  panegyric,  is  but  unattractive; 
barren  to  the  modem  onlooker;  partly  the  Painter's  blame, 
we  doubt  not.  He  gives  details  about  their  mode  of  dining, 
taking  coffee,  doing  concert;  —  and  describes  once  an  in- 
cidental drinking-bout  got  up  aforethought  by  the  Prince; 
which  is  probably  in  good  part  fiction,  though  not  ill  done. 
These  fantastic  sketchings,  rigorously  winnowed  into  the 
credible  and  actual,  leave  no  great  residue  in  that  kind ;  but 
what  little  they  do  leave  is  of  favourable  and  pleasant  nature. 

Bielfeld  made  a  visit  privately  to  Potsdam,  too:  saw  the 
giants  drill ;  made  acquaintance  with  important  Captains  of 
theirs  (all  in  asterisks)  at  Potsdam;  with  whom  he  dined,  not 
in  a  too  credible  manner,  and  even  danced.  Among  the 
asterisks ,  we  easily  pick  out  Captain  Wartensleben  (of  the 
Kom's-Hotel  operation),  and  Winterfeld,  a  still  more  im- 
portant Captain,  whom  we  saw  dining  on  cold  pie  with  his 
Majesty,  at  a  barn-door  in  Pommern,  not  long  since.  Of  the 
giants,  or  their  life  at  Potsdam,  Bielfeld's  word  is  not  worth 
hearing,  —  worthxsuppressing  rather;  —  his  knowledge  being 
so  small,  and  hung  forth  in  so  fantastic  a  way.  This  transient 
sight  he  had  of  his  Majesty  in  person;  this,  which  is  worth 
something  to  us ,  —  fact  being  evidently  lodged  in  it.  "  After 
"  church-parade ,"  Autumn  Sunday  afternoon  (day  uncertain, 
Bielfeld's  date  being  fictitious ^  and  even  impossible),  Majesty 
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drove  out  to  Wusterliausen ,  "where  the  quantitieB  of  game 
"  surpass  all  belief ; "  and  Bielfeld  had  one  glimpse  of  him : 

"I  saw  his  Majesty  only,  as  it  were,  in  passing.  If  I  may 
"judge  by  his  Portraits,  he  must  have  been  of  a  perfect  beauty 
"in  his  young  time;  but  it  must  be  confessed  there  is  nothing 
"left  of  it  now.  His  eyes  truly  are  fine;  but  the  glance  of 
"  them  is  terrible :  his  complexion  is  composed  of  the  strongest 
"  tints  of  red ,  blue ,  yellow,  green,"  —  not  a  lovely  complexion 
at  all ;  "  big  head ;  the  thick  neck  sunk  between  the  shoulders ; 
"  figure  short  and  heavy  (courte  et  ramassde)"  * 

"Going  out  to  Wusterhausen,"  then,  that  afternoon, 
"October  1739."  How  his  Majesty  is  crushed  down; 
quite  bulged  out  of  shape  in  that  sad  way,  by  the 
weight  of  Time  and  its  pressures:  his  thoughts,  too, 
most  likely,  of  a  heavy-laden  and  abstruse  nature!  The 
old  Pfalz  Controversy  has  misgone  with  him;  Ffalz, 
and  so  much  else  in  the  world;  —  the  world  in  whole, 
probably  enough,  near  ending  to  him;  the  final  shadows, 
sombre,  grand  and  mournful,  closing  in  upon  him  I  — 

Turk   War  ends;  Spanish  War  begins.     A  Wedding  in 

Petersburg, 

Last  news  come  to  Potsdam  in  these  days  is.  The 
E^iser  has  ended  his  disastrous  Turk  War;  been  obliged 
to  end  it;  sudden  downbreak,  and  as  it  were  panic 
terror,  having  at  last  come  upon  his  unfortunate  Gene- 
rals in  those  parts.  Duke  Franz  was  passionate  to  be 
out  of  such  a  thing;   Franz,   General  Neipperg  and 

*  Bielfeld,  p.  85. 
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others;  and  now,  "2d  September  1739,''  like  lodgers 
leaping  firom  a  burning  bouse,  they  are  out  of  it.  The 
Turk  gets  Belgrad  itself,  not  to  mention  wide  territories 
farther  east,  —  Belgrad  without  shot  fired;  —  nay  the 
Turk  was  hardly  to  be  kept  from  hanging  the  Imperial 
Messenger  (a  General  Neipperg,  Duke  Franz's  old 
Tutor,  and  chief  Confidant,  whom  we  shall  hear  more 
of  elsewhere) ,  whose  passport  was  not  quite  right  on 
this  occasion!  —  Never  was  a  more  disgraceful  Peace. 
But  also  never  had  been  worse  fighting;  planless, 
changefril,  powerless,  melting  into  futility  at  every 
step:  —  not  to  be  mended  by  imprisonments  in  GrEtz, 
and  still  harsher  treatment  of  individuals.  "Has  all 
success  forsaken  me,  then,  since  Eugene  died?"  said 
the  Kaiser;  and  snatched  at  this  Turk  Peace;  glad  to 
have  it,  by  mediation  of  France,  and  on  any  terms. 

Has  not  this  Kaiser  lost  his  outlying  properties  at 
a  fearful  rate?  Naples  is  gone;  Spanish  Bourbon  sits 
in  our  Naples;  comparatively  little  left  for  us  in  Italy. 
And  now  the  very  Turk  has  beaten  us  small;  insolently 
fillips  the  Imperial  nose  of  us,  —  threatening  to  hang 
our  Neipperg,  and  the  like.  Were  it  not  for  Anne  of 
Bussia,  whose  big  horsewhip  falls  heavy  on  this  Turk, 
he  might  almost  get  to  Vienna  again,  for  any  thing  we 
could  do!  A  Kaiser  worthy  to  be  pitied;  —  whom 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  we  perceive,  does  honestly  pity. 
A  Kaiser  much  beggared,  much  disgraced,  in  late  years; 
who  has  played  a  huge  life-game  so  long,  diplomatising, 
warring;  and  except  the  Shadow  of  Pragmatic  Sanction, 
has  nothing  to  retire  upon. 
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The  Bassians  protested,  with  astonishment,  against 
such  Tnrk  Peace  on  the  Kaiser's  part.  But  there  was 
no  help  for  it  One  ally  is  gone,  the  Kaiser  has  let 
go  this  Western  skirt  of  the  Turk;  and  "Thamas  Kouli 
Ehian'  (called  also  Nadir  Shah,  famed  Oriental  slasher 
and  slayer  of  that  time)  no  longer  stands  upon  the 
Eastern  skirt,  but  ^^has  entered  India,"  it  appears:  the 
Eussians,  —  their  cash,  too,  running  low,  —  do  them- 
selves make  peace,  "about  a  montii  after;''  restoring 
Azoph  and  nearly  all  their  conquests;  putting  off  the 
ruin  of  the  Turk  till  a  better  time. 

War  is  over  in  the  East,  then;  but  another  in  the 
West,  England  agamst  Spain  (Spain  and  France  to 
help),  is  about  beginning.  Headers  remember  how 
Jenkins's  Ear  reemerged.  Spring  gone  a  year,  in  a 
blazing  condition?  Here,  through  Sylvanus  Urban 
himself,  are  two  direct  glimpses,  a  twelvemonth  nearer 
hand,  which  show  us  how  the  matter  has  been  proceed- 
ing since: 

" London^  Idth  February  1739.    The  City  AuthoiilMi,"— 
laying  or  going  to  lay  '<  the  foundation  of  the  MansiaB-] 
(Edifice  now  very  black  in  our  time),  and  doing 
little  moment  to  us,  ''had  a  Masquerade  at  the 
"night.      There  was  a  very  splendid  aj 
''Masquerade:  but  among  the  many  humoiooii 
"characters,  what  seemed  most  to  engage 
' '  Spaniard ,  who  called  himself '  Knight 
"  of  which  Order  he  wore  on  his  breast  the 
"its  points  tinged  in  blood;   and  on  the  Ihct  if  x  zz.  'Lli 
"painted ,  and  in  capital  letters  the  word  J^^h  3Bear'ii=-^^ 
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^^  Across  his  shoulder  there  hung,  instead  of  ribbon,  a  large 
''Halter ;  which  he  held  up  to  several  persons  dressed  as  Eng- 
''ILsh  Sailors,  who  seemed  in  great  terror  of  him,  and  falling 
''on  their  knees  suffered  him  to  rummage  their  pockets ;  which 
"done,  he  would  insolently  dismiss  them  with  strokes  of  his 
"halter.  Several  of  the  Sailors  had  a  bloody  Ear  hanging 
"  down  from  their  heads ;  and  on  their  hats  were  these  words, 
"JEiar  for  Ear;  on  others,  No  Search  or  No  Trade;  with  the 
"like  sentences.*'*  The  conflagration  evidently  going  on; 
not  likely  to  be  damped  down  again,  by  ministerial  art !  — 

^^ London,  19th  March  1739."  Grand  Debate  in  Parliament, 
on  the  late  "  Spanish  Convention,"  pretended  Bargain  of  redress 
lately  got  from  Spain:  Approve  the  Convention,  or  Not  ap- 
prove ?  "A  hundred  Members  were  in  the  House  of  Commons 
"before  seven,  this  morning;  and  four  hundred  had  taken 
"  their  seat  by  ten ;  which  is  an  unheard-of  thing.  Prince  of 
"Wales,"  Fred  in  person,  was  in  the  gallery  till  twelve  at 
"  night ,  and  had  his  dinner  sent  to  him.  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
"rose:  'Sir,  the  great  pains  that  have  been  taken  to  influence 
" '  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men  in  this  Nation  —  *  *  But  give 
'"me  leave  to ' " — apply  a  wet  cloth  to  Honourable  Gentlemen. 
Which  he  does,  really  with  skill  and  sense.  France  and  the 
others  are  so  strong,  he  urges;  England  so  unprepared: 
Kaiser  at  such  a  pass ;  "  War  like  to  be ,  about  the  Palatinate 
" Dispute"  (our  friend  Friedrich  Wilhelm's) :  "  Where  is  Eng- 
"land  to  get  allies?"  —  and  hours  long  of  the  like  sort.  A 
judicious  wet  cloth ;  which  proved  unavsdling. 

For    "William    Pitt^"    (so    they    spell   the    great 
Chatham  that  is  to  be)  was  eloquent  on  the  other  side: 

*  GentletnafCa  Magazine  for  1789,  p.  108;  —  onr  dates,  aa  always,  are  n.s. 
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"Despairing  Merchants,^'  "Voice  of  England ,^^  and  so 
on.  And  the  world  was  all  in  an  inflamed  state.  And 
Mr.  Pnltenej  exclaimed:  Palatinate?  Allies?  "We 
"need  no  allies;  the  case  of  Mr.  Jenkins  will  raise  us 
** volunteers  everywhere!"  And  in  short,  —  after  eight 
months  more  of  haggling,  and  applying  wet  cloths,  — 
Walpole,  in  the  name  of  England,  has  to  declare  War 
against  Spain:*  the  public  humour  proving  unquench- 
able on  that  matter.  War;  and  no  Peace  to  be,  "tiU 
our  undoubted  right,"  to  roadway  on  the  oceans  of  this 
Planet,  become  permanently  manifest  to  the  Spanish 
Majesty. 

Such  the  effect  of  a  small  Ear,  kept  about  one  in 
cotton,  from  ursine  piety  or  other  feelings.  Has  not 
Jenkinses  Ear  reemerged,  with  a  vengeance?  It  has 
kindled  a  War;  dangerous  for  kindling  other  Wars, 
and  setting  the  whole  world  on  fire  —  as  will  be  too 
evident  in  the  sequel!  The  Ear  of  Jenkins  is  a  sin- 
gular thing.  Might  have  mounted  to  be  a  Constella- 
tion, like  Berenice's  Hcdr^  and  other  small  facts  become 
mythical,  had  the  English  People  been  of  poetic  turn! 
Enough  of  it,  for  the  time  being.  — 

This  Summer,  Anton  Ulrich,  at  Petersburg,  did  wed 
his  Serene  Mecklenburg  Princess,  Heiress  of  all  the 
Bussias:  "July  14th,  1739,"  —  three  months  before 
that  Drive  to  Wusterhausen,  which  we  saw  lately. 
Little  Anton  Ulrich,  Cadet  of  Brunswick;  our  Fried- 
riches  Brother-in-Law ;  —  a  noticeably   small  man  in 

«  *'8d  November  (28d  October)  1789.** 
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comparison  to  such  bulk  of  destiny,    thinks  Friedricii, 
though  the  case  is  not  without  example !  * 

"Anton  Ulrich  is  now  five-and-twenty ; "  says  one  of  my 
Notebooks;  "a  young  gentleman  of  small  stature,  shiniog 

*  courage  in  battle ,  but  somewhat  shy  and  bashful ;  who  hw 
'had  his  troubles  in  Petersburg  society,  till  the  triumph  came, 
' —  and  will  have.    Here  are  the  stages  of  Anton  Ulrich's 

*  felicity  : 
"  Winter  1732 — 3.     He  was  sent  for  to  Petersburg  (his 

*  serene  Aunt  the  German  Kaiserinn,    and  Kaiser  Karl's 

*  diplomatists,  suggesting  it  there),  with  the  view  of  his  paying 

*  court  to  the  young  Mecklenburg  Princess ,  Heiress  of  all  the 
'  Russias ,  of  whom  we  have  offcen  heard.  February  1733 ,  he 
'arrived  on  this  errand;  —  not  approved  of  at  all  by  the 
'Mecklenburg  Princess ,  by  Czarina  Anne  or  anybody  there: 

*  what  can  be  done  with  such  an  imcomfortable  little  creature? 
'  They  gave  him  a  Colonelcy  of  Cuirassiers :  '  Drill  there ,  and 
' '  endure.  * 

^^ Spring  1737.  Much-enduring,  diligently  drilling,  for 
'four  years  past,  he  went  this  year  to  the  Turk  War  under 
'Miinnich;  —  much  pleased  Miinnich,  at  Oczakow  and  else- 
'  where ;  who  reports  in  the  War-Office  high  things  of  hhn. 
'And  on  the  whole,  —  the  serene  Vienna  people  now  again 
'bestirring  themselves,  with  whom  we  are  in  copartnery  in 
'ibis  Turk  Business,  —  little  Anton  Ulrich  is  encouraged  to 
'proceed.  Proceeds;  formally  demands  his  Mecklenburg 
'Princess;  and, 

^^July  14:th,  1739,  weds  her;  the  happiest  little  man  in  all 
'^the  Russias,  and  with  the  biggest  destiny,  if  it  prosper. 

*  A  Letter  of  hia  to  Sahm;  touching  on  Franz  of  Lorraine  and  this 
Anton  Ulrich. 
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"  Next  year,  too,  there  came  a  son  and  heir ;  whom  they  called 
^ '  Iwan,  in  honour  of  his  Kussian  Great-grandfather.  Shall  we 
^'add  the  subsequent  felicities  of  Anton  Ulrich  here;  orwail^ 
*  *  till  another  opportunity  ?  " 

Better  wait.  This  is  all,  and  more  than  all,  his 
Prussian  Majesty,  rolling  out  of  Wusterhausen  that 
afternoon,  ever  knew  of  them,  or  needed  to  know!  — 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 

DEATH  OF  FRXEDRICH  WILHELM. 

At  Wusterhausen,  this  Autumn,  there  is  game  as 
usual,  but  little  or  no  hunting  for  the  King.  He  has 
to  sit  drearily  within  doors,  for  most  part;  listening  to 
the  rustle  of  falling  leaves,  to  dim  Winter  coming  with 
its  rains  and  winds.  Field-sports  are  a  rumour  from 
without:  for  him  now  no  joyous  sow-baiting,  deer-cha- 
sing; —  that,  like  other  things,  is  past 

In  the  beginning  of  November,  he  came  to  Berlin; 
was  worse  there,  and  again  was  better;  —  strove  to 
do  the  Carnival,  as  had  been  customary;  but,  in  a 
languid,  lamed  manner.  One  night  he  looked  in  upon 
an  evening-party  which  General  Schulenburg  .  was 
giving:  he  returned  home,  chilled,  shivering;  could  not, 
all  night,  be  brought  to  heat  again.  It  was  the  last 
evening-party  Friedrich  Wilhelm  ever  went  to.*  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Schulenburg:  the  same  who  doomed 
young  Friedrich  to  death  i  as  President  of  the  Court 
Martial;  and  then  wrote  the  Three  Letters  about  him 
which  we  once  looked  into:  illuminates  himself  in  this 
manner  in  Berlin  society,  —  Carnival  Season  1740, 
weather  fiercely  cold.  Maypole  Schulenburg  the  lean 
Aunt,  Ex-Mistress  of  George  I.,  over  in  London,  —  I 

•  PClliiitz  (U«  587);  who  gives  no  date. 
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think  she  must  now  be  dead?  Or  if  not  dead,  why 
not!  Memory,  for  the  tenth  time,  fails  me,  of  the 
humanly  unmemorable,  whom  perhaps  even  flunkeys 
should  forget;  and  I  will  try  it  no  more.  The  stalwart 
Lieutenant-General  will  reappear  on  us  once,  twice  at 
the  utmost,  and  never  again.  He  gave  the  last  evening- 
party  Friedrich  Wilhelm  ever  went  to. 

Poor  Friedrich  Wilhelm  is  in  truth  very  ill;  tosses 
about  all  day,  in  and  out  of  bed,  —  bed  and  wheeled- 
chair  drearily  alternating;  —  suffers  much;  and  again, 
in  Diplomatic  circles,  the  mmours  are  rife  and  sinister. 
Ever  from  this  chill  at  Schulenburg^s  the  medicines  did 
him  no  good,  says  P5llnitz:  if  he  rallied,  it  was  the 
effect  of  Nature,  and  only  temporary.  He  does  daily, 
with  punctuality,  his  Official  business;  perhaps  the  best. 
two  hours  he  has  of  the  four-and-twenty,  for  the  time 
hangs  heavy  on  him.  His  old  Generals  sit  round  his 
bed,  talking,  smoking,  as  it  was  Ave  years  ago;  his 
Feekin  and  his  children  much  about  him,  out  and  in: 
the  heavy-laden  weary  hours  roll  round  as  they  can. 
In  general  there  is  a  kind  of  constant  Tabaks-GoUe- 
gium,  old  Flans,  Camas,  Hacke,  Pollnitz,  Derschau, 
and  the  rest  by  turns  always  there;  the  royal  Patient 
cannot  be  left  alone,  without  faces  he  likes:  other  Ge- 
nerals, estimable  in  their  way,  have  a  physiognomy 
displeasing  to  the  sick  mian;  and  will  smart  for  it  if 
they  enter,  —  "At  sight  of  him  every  pain  grows 
painfuller!"  —  the  poor  King  being  of  poetic  tempera- 
ment, as  we  often  say.  Friends  are  encouraged  to 
smoke ,  especially  to  keep  up  a  stream  of  taSiL\  *^  ^^* 
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any  time  he  fall  into  a  doze  and  they  cease  talking, 
the  silence  will  awaken  him. 

He  is  worst  off  in  the  night;  sleep  very  bad:  and 
among  his  sore  bodily  pains,  ennui  falls  very  heavy  to 
a  mind  so  restless.  He  can  paint,  he  can  whittle, 
chisel:  at  last  they  even  mount  him  a  table,  in  his  bed, 
with  joiner's  tools,  mallets,  gluepots,  where  he  makes 
small  carpentry,  —  the  talk  to  go  on  the  while;  — 
often  at  night  is  the  sound  of  his  mallet  audible  in  the 
Palace  Esplanade;  and  Berlin  townsfolk  pause  to  listen, 
with  many  thoughts  of  a  sympathetic  or  at  least  inar- 
ticulate character:  "ZTm,  Wek^  Ihro  Majeatdt:  ach  Ghtt, 
pale  Death  knocks  with  impartial  foot  at  the  huts  of 
poor  men  and  the  Palaces  of  Kings  I'"^  —  Beverend 
Herr  Roloff,  whom  they  call  Provost  {Probst^  Chief 
Clergyman)  Roloff,  a  piquj3  honest  man  and  preacher, 
he,  I  could  guess,  has  already  been  giving  spiritual 
counsel  now  and  then;  later  interviews  with  Roloff  are 
expressly  on  record:  for  it  is  the  King's  private  thought, 
ever  and  anon  borne  in  upon  him,  that  death  itself  is 
in  this  business. 

Queen  and  children,  mostly  hoping  hitherto,  though 
fearing  too,  live  in  much  anxiety  and  agitation.  The 
Crown-Prince  is  often  over  from  Reinsberg;  must  not 
come  too  often,  nor  even  inquire  too  much:  his  affection- 
ate solicitude  might  be  mistaken  for  solicitude  of  another 
kind!  It  is  certain  he  is  in  no  haste  to  be  King;  to 
quit  the  haunts  of  the  Muses,  and  embark  on  Ejuigship. 
Certain,    too,   he  loves  his  Father;    shudders  at  the 

•  Pininitz,  ii.  688. 


\ 


CHAP,  vm.]       DEATH  OP  FMEDRIOH  WILHELM.  269 

April  27th  1740. 

thongHt  of  losing  him*  And  yet  again  tibere  will 
gleams  intrade  of  a  contrary  thought;  which  the  filial 
heart  disowns,  with  a  kind  of  horror,  "Down,  thou 
impious  thought  1"  —  We  perceive  he  manages  in  ge- 
neral to  push  the  crisis  away  from  him;  to  believe  that 
real  danger  is  still  distant.  His  demeanour,  so  far  as 
we  can  gather  from  his  Letters  or  other  evidence,  is 
amiable,  prudent,  natural;  altogether  that  of  a  human 
Son  in  those  difficult  circumstances.  Poor  Papa  is 
heavy-laden:  let  us  help  to  bear  his  burdens;  —  let  us 
hope  the  crisis  is  still  far  off  I  — 

Once,  on  a  favourable  evening,  probably  about  the 
beginning  of  April,  when  he  felt  as  if  improving.  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm  resolved  to  dress,  and  hold  Tobacco-Par- 
liament again  in  a  formal  manner.  Let  us  look  in 
there,  through  the  eyes  of  P5llnitz,  who  was  of  it, 
upon  the  last  Tobacco-Parliament: 

"  A  numerous  party ;  Schwerin ,  Hacke ,  Derschau ,  all  the 
"chiefs  and  commandants  of  the  Berlin  Grarrison  are  there; 
"the  old  circle  fall;  social  human  speech  once  more,  and 
"pipes  alight;  pleasant  to  the  King.  He  does  not  himself 
"smoke  on  this  occasion;  but  he  is  unusually  lively  in  talk; 
"much  enjoys  the  returning  glimpse  of  old  days;  and  the 
"Tobacco  circle  was  proceeding  through  its  phases ,  success- 
•  *  £ul  beyond  common.  All  at  once  the  Crown-Prince  steps  in ; 
'direct  from  Reinsberg:*  an  unexpected  pleasure.  At  sight 
•'of  whom  the  Tobacco  circle,  taken  on  the  sudden,  simid- 
'taneously  started  up,  and  made  him  a  bow.  Rule  is,  in 
"Tobacco-Parliament  you  do  not  rise  for  anybody;  and  they 

•  lath  April  1740?  (CEifTTM,  xxvU,  part  l»t,p.  «9);  peilnite U  ^va««k* 
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''  have  risen.  Wliich  strack  the  sick  heart  in  a  strange  painful 
"way.  *Hm,  the  Rising  Sun?"  thinks  he;  'Rules  broken 
"  through ,  for  the  Rising  Sun.  But  I  am  not  dead  yet ,  as  you 
"shall  know!'  ringing  for  his  servants  in  great  wrath;  and 
"had  himself  rolled  out,  regardless  of  protestations  and  ex- 
"cuses.    'Hither,  you  Hacke!"  said  he. 

"  Hacke  followed ;  but  it  was  only  to  return  on  the  instant, 
"with  the  King's  order,  *  That  you  instantly  quit  the  Palace, 
"*all  of  you,  and  don't  come  back!"  Solemn  respectful 
"message  to  his  Majesty  was  of  no  effect ,  or  of  less ;  they  had 
"  to  go,  on  those  terms ;  and  Pollnitz,  making  for  his  Majesty's 
"apartment  next  morning  as  usual,  was  twitched  by  a 
"  Gensdarme ,  *  No  admittance ! '  And  it  was  days  before  the 
"  matter  would  come  round  again ,  under  earnest  protestations 
"from  the  one  side,  and  truculent  rebukes  from  the  other."* 
Figure  the  Crown-Prince,  figure  the  poorsick  Majesty;  and 
what  a  time  in  those  localities ! 

With  the  bright  Spring  weather  he  seemed  to  re- 
vive; towards  the  end  of  April  he  resolved  for  Pots- 
dam, everybody  thinking  him  much  better,  and  the 
outer  Public  reckoning  the  crisis  of  the  illness  over. 
He  himself  knew  other.  It  was  on  the  27th  of  the 
month  that  he  went;  he  said,  "Fare  thee  well,  then, 
"Berlin;  I  am  to  die  in  Potsdam,  then  {ich  werde  in 
^''Potsdam  sterberi)\^  The  May-flowers  came  late;  the 
weather  was  changeful,  ungenial  for  the  sick  man: 
this  winter  of  1740  had  been  the  coldest  on  record;  it 
extended  itself  into  the  very  summer;  and  brought 
great  distress  of  every  kind;  —  of  which  some  oral 
romonr  still  survives  in  all  countries.     Friedrich  Wil- 

•  Peilnitz  (abridged),  ii.  S40. 
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helm  heard  complaints  of  scarcity  among  the  people; 
admonitions  to  open  his  Com -granaries  (such  as  he 
always  has  in  store  against  that  kind  of  accident) ;  but 
he  still  hesitated  and  reftised;  unable  to  look  into  it 
himself,  and  fearing  deceptions. 

For  the  rest,  he  is  struggling  between  death  and 
life;  in  general  persuaded  that  Hie  end  is  fast  hasten- 
ing on.  He  sends  for  Chief  Preacher  Roloff  out  to 
Potsdam;  has  some  notable  dialogues  with  Eoloff,  and 
with  two  other  Potsdam  Clergymen,  of  which  there  is 
record  still  left;  us.  In  these,  as  in  all  his  demeanour 
at  this  supreme  time,  we  see  the  big  rugged  block  of 
manhood  come  out  very  vividly;  strong  in  his  sim- 
plicity, in  his  veracity.  Friedrich  Wilhelm's  wish  is 
to  know  from  Roloff  what  the  chances  are  for  him  in 
the  other  world,  —  which  is  not  less  certain  than 
Potsdam  and  the  giant  grenadiers  to  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm;  and  where,  he  perceives,  never  half  so  clearly 
before,  he  shall  actually  peel  off  his  Kinghood,  and 
stand  before  God  Almighty,  no  better  than  a  naked 
beggar.  Roloff's  prognostics  are  not  so  encouraging  as 
the  King  had  hoped.  Surely  this  King  "never  took 
or  coveted  what  was  not  his;  kept  true  to  his  marriage- 
vow,  in  spite  of  horrible  examples  everywhere;  be- 
lieved the  Bible,  honoured  the  Preachers,  went  di- 
ligently to  Church,  and  tried  to  do  what  he  understood 
God's  commandments  were?"  To  all  which  Roloff,  a 
courageous  pious  man,  answers  with  discreet  words  and 
shakings  of  the  head.  "Did  I  behave  iU  then,  did  I 
ever  do  injustice?"    Roloff  mentions  Baron  SchMsbss^ 
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the  defalcating  Amtmann,  lianged  at  Konigsberg  wiih- 
ont  even  a  triaL  "He  had  no  trial;  but  was  there  any 
doubt  he  had  justice?  A  public  thief,  confessing  he 
had  stolen  the  taxes  he  was  set  to  gather;  insolently 
offering,  as  if  that  were  all,  to  repay  the  money,  and 
sa3ring.  It  was  not  Manier  (good  manners)  to  hang  a 
nobleman!"  Koloff  shakes  his  head,  Too  violent,  jour 
Majesty,  and  savouring  of  the  tyrannous.  The  poor 
King  must  repent 

"Well,  —  is  there  anything  more?  Out  with  it, 
then;  better  now  than  too  late!"  —  Much  oppression, 
forcing  men  to  build  in  Berlin.  —  "Oppression?  was 
it  not  their  benefit,  as  well  as  Berlin^s  and  the  Coun- 
try's? I  had  no  interest  in  it  other.  Derschau,  you 
who  managed  it?"  and  his  Majesty  turned  to  Derschaa 
For  all  the  smoking  generals  and  company  are  stiU 
here;  nor  will  his  Majesty  consent  to  dismiss  them 
from  the  presence  and  be  alone  with  Eoloff:  ^'What  is 
there  to  conceal?  They  are  people  of  honour,  and 
my  friends."  Derschau,  whose  feats  in  the  building 
way  are  not  imknown  even  to  us,  answers  with  a  hard 
face.  It  was  all  right  and  orderly;  nothing  out  of 
square  in  his  building  operations.  To  which  BolofP 
shakes  his  head:  "A  thing  of  public  notoriety,  Herr 
General."  —  "I  will  prove  everything  before  a  Court," 
answers  the  Herr  General  with  still  harder  face;  Eoloff 
still  austerely  shaking  his  head.  Hm!  —  And  then 
there  is  forgiveness  of  enemies;  your  Majesty  is  bound 
to  forgive  all  men,  or  how  can  you  ask  to  be  for 
given?"    "Well  I  will,  I  do;  you  Feekin,  write  to  yow 
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Brother  (nnforgiveablest  of  beings),  after  I  am  dead, 
that  I  forgave  him,  died  in  peace  with  him."  —  Better 
her  Majesty  should  write  at  once,  suggests  Eoloff.  — 
"No,  after  I  am  dead,"  persists  the  Son  of  Nature,  — 
that  will  be  safer!*  An  imwedgeable  and  gnarled 
big  block  of  manhood  and  simplicity  and  sincerity; 
such  as  we  rarely  'get  sight  of  among  the  modem  sons 
of  Adam,  among  the  crowned  sons  nearly  never.  At 
parting  he  said  to  Koloff,  "You  {Er^  He)  do  not  spare 
"me;  it  is  right.  You  do  your  duty  like  an  honest 
"Christian  man."** 

Roloff,  I  perceive,  had  several  Dialogues  with  the 
King;  and  stayed  in  Potsdam  some  days  for  that  ob- 
ject. The  above  bit  of  jotting  is  from  the  Seckendorf 
Papers  (probably  picked  up  by  Seckendorf  Junior), 
and  is  dated  only  "May."  Of  the  two  Potsdam 
Preachers,  one  of  whom  is  "Oesfeld,  Chaplain  of  the 
Giant  Grenadiers,"  and  the  other  is  "  Cochins,  Calvinist 
Hofprediger,"  each  published  on  his  own  score  some 
Notes  of  dialogue  and  circumstance;***  which  are  to  the 


*  Wrote  accordingly,  "not  able  to  finish  withoot  many  teari:**  honest 
sensible  Letter  (though  Indifferently  spelt),  "Berlin,  Ist  Jane  1740 ;***-« 
lies  now  in  State  Paper  Office:  "Royal  Letters,  vol.  xciv.,  Prassia,  16S9- 
1777." 

**  Notata  ex  ore  Roloffl  C*  found  among  the  Seckendorf  Papers,*'  no  date 
but  *'May  1740  v),  in  FSrster,  il.  164,  155;  in  a  fragmentary  state :  com- 
pleted in  Peilnitz,  ii.  545-540. 

***  Cochius  the  Bofprediger'e  (Calvinist  Court-Chaplain*s)  Account  of  his 
Interviews  (first  of  them  '*  Friday,  27th  May  1740,  about  9  p.m.**);  followed 
by  ditto  from  Oesfeld  (Chaplain  of  the  Giants) ,  who  usually  accompanied 
Cochins,  —  are  in  Seyfart,  Geschichte  Friedrich  dee  Groesen  (Leipzig,  1788* 
1788),  i.  (Beylage)  24-40.    Seyfart  was  'Begiments-Audltor'  in  HalUv\^Vk 

Carlyie,  Frederic  the  Great,  V,  ^ 
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same  effect,  so  far  as  they  concem  us;  and  exhibit  the 
same  rugged  Son  of  Nature,  looking  with  all  his  eyesight 
into  the  near  Eternity,  and  sinking  in  a  human  and 
not  inhuman  manner  amid  the  floods  of  Time.  "Wa, 
"Wa,  what  great  God  is  this,  that  pulls  down  the 
"strength  of  the  strongest  Kings  I"  — 

The  poor  King^s  state  is  very  restless,  fluctuates 
from  day  to  day;  he  is  impatient  of  bed;  sleeps  veiy 
ill;  is  up  whenever  possible;  rolls  about  in  his  wheeled- 
chair,  and  even  gets  into  the  air:  at  one  time  looking 
strong,  as  if  there  were  still  months  in  him,  and  anon 
sunk  in  fainting  weakness,  as  if  he  had  few  minutes 
to  live.  Friedrich  at  Reinsberg  corresponds  very  se- 
cretly with  Dr.  EUer;  has  other  friends  at  Potsdam 
whose  secret  news  he  very  anxiously  reads.  To  the 
last  ,he  cannot  bring  himself  to  think  it  serious.* 

On  Thursday,  26th  of  May,  an  express  from  EUer, 
or  the  Potsdam  friends,  arrives  at  Eeinsberg:  He  is  to 
come  quickly,  if  he  would  see  his  Father  again  alive! 
The  step  may  have  danger,  too;  but  Friedrich,  a  world 
of  feelings  urging  him,  is  on  the  road  next  morning 
before  the  sun.  His  journey  may  be  fancied;  the  like 
of  it  falls  to  all  men.  Arriving  at  last,  turning  hastily 
a  comer  of  the  Potsdam  Schloss,  Friedrich  sees  some 
gathering  in  the  distance:  it  is  his  Father  in  his  roll- 


Work,  solid  though  stapid ,  coiulstfl  nearly  altogether  of  maltifarioiiB  B09- 
lagen  (Appendices)  and  Notes;  which  are  creditably  aooarate,  and  oflaB  on- 
Tioni ;  and,  as  nsaal,  have  no  Index  for  an  nnfortonate  reader. 
•  Letter  to  EUer,  35th  May  1740  ((Evvret,  xvl.  164). 
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wagen  (wheeled-chair),  —  not  dying;  but  out  of  doors, 
giving  orders  about  founding  a  House,  or  seeing  it 
done.  House  for  one  Philips,  a  crabbed  Englishman 
he  has;  whose  tongue  is  none  of  the  best,  not  even  to 
Majesty  itself,  but  whose  meiits  as  a  Groom  of  English 
and  other  Horses  are  without  parallel  in  those  parts. 
Without  parallel,  and  deserve  a  House  before  we  die. 
Let  us  see  it  set  agoing,  this  blessed  May  day!  Of 
Philips,  who  survived  deep  into  Friedrich's  time,  and 
uttered  rough  sayings  (in  mixed  intelligible  dialect) 
when  put  upon  in  his  grooming,  or  otherwise  disturbed, 
I  could  obtain  no  farther  account:  the  man  did  not  care 
to  be  put  in  History  (a  very  small  service  to  a  man); 
cared  to  have  a  house  with  trim  fittings,  and  to  do  his 
grooming  well,  the  fortunate  Philips. 

At  sight  of  his  Son,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  threw  out 
his  arms;  the  Son  kneeling  sank  upon  his  breast,  and 
they  embraced  with  tears.  My  Father,  my  Father; 
My  Son,  my  Son!  It  was  a  scene  to  make  all 
bystanders  and  even  Philips  weep.  —  Probably  the 
emotion  hurt  the  old  King;  he  had  to  be  taken  in 
again  straightway,  his  show  of  strength  suddenly  gone, 
and  bed  the  only  place  for  him.  This  same  Friday 
he  dictated  to  one  of  his  Ministers  (Boden,  who  was 
in  close  attendance)  the  Instruction  for  his  Funeral; 
a  rude  characteristic  Piece,  which  perhaps  the  English 
reader  knows.  Too  long  and  rude  for  reprinting 
here.* 

*  Copy  of  It,  in  Seyfkrt  (obi  snprlt),  i.  19-24.    Translated  In  ManTlllon 
(U.  482-487);  In  di;c.  di;o. 
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He  IS  to  be  buried  in  his  unifonn,  the  Potsdam 
Grenadiers  bis  escort;  with  military  decorum,  three 
volleys  fired  (and  take  care  they  be  well  fired  ^^nicht 
plackeren^^) ,  so  many  cannon  salvoes;  —  and  no  fiiss 
or  flaunting  ceremony:  simplicity  and  decency  is  what 
the  tenant  of  that  dak  coffin  wants,  as  he  always  did 
when  owner  of  wider  dominions.  The  coffin,  which  he 
has  ready  and  beside  him  in  the  Palace  this  good 
while,  is  a  stout  piece  of  carpentry,  with  leather  straps 
and  other  improvements;  he  views  it  from  time  to  time; 
solaces  his  truculent  imagination  with  the  look  of  it: 
"I  shall  sleep  right  well  there y^  he  would  say.  The 
image  he  has  of  his  Burial,  we  perceive,  is  of  perfect 
visuality,  equal  to  what  a  Defoe  could  do  in  imagining. 
All  is  seen,  settled  to  the  last  minuteness:  the  cofiSn  is 
to  be  borne  out  by  so  and  so,  at  such  and  such  a 
door;  this  detachment  is  to  fall  in  here,  that  there, 
in  the  attitude  of  "cover  arms"  (musket  inverted  under 
left  arm);  and  the  band  is  to  play,  with  all  its  blacka- 
moors, 0  Haupt  voll  Blut  und  Wunden  (0  Head,  all 
bleeding  woimded);  a  Dirge  his  Majesty  had  liked, 
who  knew  music,  and  had  a  love  for  it,  after  his 
sort  Good  Son  of  Nature:  a  dumb  Poet,  as  I  say 
always;  most  dumb,  but  real;  the  ^alue  of  him  great, 
and  unknown  in  these  babbling  times.  It  was  on 
this  same  Friday  night,  that  Cochius  was  first  sent 
for;  Cochius,  and  Oesfeld  with  him,  "about  nine 
o'clock." 

For  the  next   three  days  (Saturday   to  Monday), 
when  his  cough   and   many   sufferings    would    permit 
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him,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  had  long  private  dialogues 
with  his  Son;  instructing  him,  as  was  evident,  in 
the  mysteries  of  State;  in  what  knowledge,  as  to  per- 
sons and  to  tilings,  he  reckoned  might  be  usefiillest 
to  him.  What  the  lessons  were,  we  know  not;  the 
way  of  taking  them  had  given  pleasure  to  the  old 
man:  he  was  heard  to  say,  perhaps  more  than  once, 
when  the  Generals  were  called  in,  and  the  dialogue 
interrupted  for  a  while:  "Am  not  I  happy  to  have 
such  a  Son  to  leave  behind  me!"  And  the  grimly  sym- 
pathetic Generals  testified  assent;  endeavoured  to  talk 
a  little,  could  at  least  smoke,  and  look  friendly;  till 
the  King  gathered  strength  fpr  continuing  his  instruc- 
tions to  his  successor.  All  else  was  as  if  settled  with 
him;  this  had  still  remained  to  do.  This  once  done 
(finished,  Monday  night),  why  not  abdicate  altogether; 
and  die  disengaged,  be  it  in  a  day  or  in  a  month, 
since  that  is  now  the  one  work  left?  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  does  so  purpose. 

His  state,  now  as  all  along,  was  fluctuating,  un- 
certain, restless.  He  was  heard  murmuring  prayers; 
he  would  say  sometimes,  "Pray  for  me;  Betet,  betet'^ 
And  more  than  once,  in  deep  tone:  "Lord,  enter  not 
"into  judgment  with  Thy  servant,  for  in  Thy  sight 
"shall  no  man  living  be  justified!"  The  wild  Son  of 
Nature,  looking  into  Life  and  Death,  into  Judgment 
and  Eternity,  finds  that  these  things  are  very  great 
This  too  is  a  characteristic  trait:  In  a  certain  German 
Hymn  {WTiy  fret  or  murmur y  then?  the  title  of  it), 
which  they  often  sang  to  him,   or  along  with  him^  8& 
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he  much  loved  it,  are  these  words,  '^ Naked  I  came 
into  the  world,  and  naked  shall  I  go,"  —  "No," 
said  he  "always,  with  viyaeity,"  at  this  passage;  "not 
quite  naked,  I  shall  have  my  uniform  on:''  Let 
us  be  exact,  since  we  are  at  it!  After  which  the 
singing  proceeded  again.  "The  late  Graf  Alexander 
von  Wartenberg,"  —  Captain  Wartenberg,  whom  we 
know,  and  whose  opportunities,  —  "was  wont  to  relate 
this."* 

Tuesday,  31st  May,  "about  one  in  the  morning," 
Cochins  was  again  sent  for.  He  found  the  King  in 
very  pious  mood,  but  in  great  distress,  and  afraid  he 
might  yet  have  much  pain  to  suffer.  Cochins  prayed 
with  him;  talked  piously.  "I  can  remember  nothing," 
said  the  King;  "I  cannot  pray,  I  have  forgotten  all  my 
prayers."  —  "Prayer  is  not  in  words,  but  in  the  thought  , 
of  the  heart,"  said  Cochins;  and  soothed  the  heavy-  f 
laden  man  as  he  could.  "Fare  you  well,"  said  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm,  at  length;  "most  likely  we  shall  not 
meet  again  in  this  world."  Whereat  Cochins  burst 
into  tears,  and  withdrew.  About  four,  the  King  was 
again  out  of  bed;  wished  to  see  his  youngest  Boy, 
who  had  been  ill  of  measles,  but  was  doing  well: 
"Poor  little  Ferdinand;  adieu  then,  my  little  child!" 
This  is  the  Father  of  that  fine  Louis  Ferdinand,  who 
was  killed  at  Jena;  concerning  whom  Berlin,  in  cer- 
tain emancipated  circles  of  it,  still  speaks  with  regret 
He,  the  Louis  Ferdinand,  had  fine  qualities;  buf 
went  far  a-roving,  into  radicalism,  into  romantic  love 

«  Bilsching  (in  1786):  BeylrCige,  !▼.  100. 
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into  champagne;  and  was  cut  down  on  the  threshold 
of  Jena,  desperately  fightmg,  —  perhaps  happily  for 
him. 

From  little  Ferdinand's  room  Friedrich  Wilhelm  has 
himself  rolled  into  Queen  Sophie's.  "Feekin,  Oh  my 
Feekin,  thou  must  rise  this  day,  and  help  me  what 
thou  canst  This  day  I  am  going  to  die;  thou  wilt  be 
with  me  this  day!"  The  good  Wife  rises:  I  know  not 
that  it  was  the  first  time  she  had  been  so  called;  but 
it  did  prove  the  last  Friedrich  Wilhelm  has  decided, 
as  the  first  thing  he  will  do,  to  abdicate;  and  all  the 
Official  persons  and  companions  of  the  sick-room.  Poll- 
nitz  among  them,  not  long  after  sunrise,  are  called  to 
see  it  done.  Pollnitz,  huddling  on  his  clothes,  arrived 
about  five:  in  a  corridor  he  sees  the  wheeled-chair  and 
poor  sick  King;  steps  aside  to  let  him  pass:  *^^It  is  over 
"(Z)a«  ist  vollbrackt)y  said  the  King,  looking  up  to  me 
'^as  he  passed:  he  had  on  his  nightcap,  and  a  blue 
"mantle  thrown  round  him."  He  was  wheeled  into  his 
anteroom;  there  let  the  company  assemble:  many  of 
them  are  abeady  there. 

The  royal  stables  are  visible  from  this  room:  Fried- 
rich Wilhelm  orders  the  horses  to  be  ridden  out:  you 
old  Fiirst  of  Anhalt-Dessau  my  oldest  friend,  you 
Colonel  Hacke  faithfrdlest  of  Adjutant-Generals,  take 
each  of  you  a  horse,  the  best  you  can  pick  out:  it  is 
my  last  gift  to  you.  Dessau,  in  silence,  with  dumb- 
show  of  thanks,  points  to  a  horse,  any  horse:  "You 
have  chosen  the  very  worst,"  said  Friedrich  Wilhelm: 
"take  that  other,  I  will  warrant  him  a  ^<!i<^^  ^sraaV^ 
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The  grim  Old  Dessauer  thanks  in  silence;  speechless 
grief  is  on  that  stem  gunpowder  face,  and  he  seems 
even  to  be  struggling  with  tears.  "Nay,  nay,  my 
friend,"  Friedrich  Wilhelm  said,  "this  is  a  debt  we 
have  all  to  pay." 

The  Official  people.  Queen,  Friedrich,  Minister 
Boden,  Minister  Podewils,  and  even  Pollnitz,  being  now 
all  present,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  makes  his  Declaration, 
at  considerable  length;  old  Greneral  Bredow  repeating 
it  aloud,*  sentence  by  sentence,  the  King's  own  voice 
being  too  weak;  so  that  all  may  hear:  "That  he  ab- 
dicates, gives  up  wholly,  in  favour  of  his  good  Son 
Friedrich;  that  foreign  Ambassadors  are  to  be  informed; 
that  you  are  all  to  be  true  and  loyal  to  my  Son  as 
you  were  to  me"  —  and  what  else  is  needful.  To 
which  the  judicious  Podewils  makes  answer,  "That 
there  must  first  be  a  written  Deed  of  this  high  Trans- 
action executed,  which  shall  be  straightway  set  about; 
the  Deed  once  executed,  signed  and  sealed,  —  the 
high  Royal  will,  in  all  points,  takes  eflfect."  Alas, 
before  Podewils  has  done  speaking,  the  King  is  like 
falling  into  a  faint;  does  faint,  and  is  carried  to  bed: 
too  unlikely  any  Deed  of  Abdication  will  be  needed. 

Tips  and  downs  there  still  were;  sore  fluctuating 
labour,  as  the  poor  King  struggles  to  his  final  rest, 
this  morning.  He  was  at  the  window  £tgain,  when  the 
Wacktparade  (Grenadiers  on  Guard)  turned  out;  he 
saw  them  make  their  evolutions  for  the  last  time.** 
After  which  new  relapse,  new  fluctuation.  It  was  about 

•  PBUnltz,  11.  661.  ••  Paali,  viii.  280. 
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eleven  o'clock,  when  Cocliius  was  again  sent  for.  The 
King  lay. speechless,  seemingly  still  conscious,  in  bed; 
Cochins  prays  with  fervour,  in  a  loud  tone,  that  the 
dying  King  may  hear  and  join.  "Not  so  loud!"  says 
the  King,  rallying  a  little.  He  had  remembered  that 
it  was  the  season  when  his  servants  got  their  new 
liveries;  they  had  been  ordered  to  appear  this  day  in 
full  new  costume:  "0  vanity  I  0  vanity!"  said  Fried- 
rich  Wilhelm,  at  sight  of  the  ornamented  plush.  "Pray 
for  me,  pray  for  me;  my  trust  is  in  the  Saviour!"  he 
often  said.  His  pains,  his  weakness  are  great;  the 
cordage  of  a  most  tough  heart  rending  itself  piece  by 
piece.  At  one  time,  he  called  for  a  mirror:  that  is 
certain;  —  rugged  wild  man,  son  of  Nature  to  the 
last.  The  mirror  was  brought;  what  he  said  at  sight 
of  his  face  is  variously  reported:  "Not  so  worn  out  as 
I  thought,"  is  PolLiitz's  account,  and  the  likeliest;  — 
though  perhaps  he  said  several  things,  "ugly  face," 
"as  good  as  dead  already;"  and  continued  the  inspec- 
tion for  some  moments.^  *  A  grim,  strange  thing. 

"Feel  my  pulse,  Pitsch,"  said  he,  noticing  the 
Surgeon  of  his  Giants:  "tell  me  how  long  this  will 
last."  —  "Alas,  not  long,"  answered  Pitsch.  —  "Say 
not,  alas;  but  how  do  you  (He)  know?"  —  "The 
pulse  is  gone!"  —  "Impossible,"  said  he,  lifting  his 
arm:  "how  could  I  move  my  fingers  so,  if  the  pulse 
"were  gone?"  Pitsch  looked  mournfully  steadfast 
"Herr  Jesu,  to  thee  I  live;  Herr  Jesu,  to  thee  I  die; 
"in  life  and  in  death  thou  art  my  gain  (Du  hist  mein 

«  Peilnits,  U.664;  WUbelmina,  il.&av. 
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"  Oewinny^  These  were  the  last  words  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm  spoke  in  this  world.  He  again  fell  into  a  faint 
Eller  gave  a  signal  to  the  Crown-Prince  to  take  the 
Queen  away.  Scarcely  were  they  out  of  the  room, 
when  the  faint  had  deepened  into  death;  and  Friediich 
Wilhelm,  at  rest  from  all  his  labours,  slept  with  the 
primeval  sons  of  Thor. 

No  Baresark  of  them,  nor  Odin's  self,  I  think,  was 
a  bit  of  truer  human  stuff;  —  I  confess  his  value  to 
me,  in  these  sad  times,  is  rare  and  great.  Considering 
the  usual  Histrionic,  Papin's-Digester,  Truculent-Char- 
latan and  other  species  of  ** Kings,"  alone  attainable 
for  the  sunk  flunkey  populations  of  an  Era  given  up 
to  Mammon  and  the  worship  of  its  own  belly,  what 
would  not  such  a  population  give  for  a  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm,  to  guide  it  on  the  road  back  from  Orcus  a  little? 
"Would  give,"  I  have  written;  but  alas,  it  ought  to 
have  been  ^^ should  give."  What  thetf  "would"  give  is 
too  mournfully  plain  to  me,  in  spite  of  ballotboxes:  a 
steady  and  tremendous  truth  from  the  days  of  Barabbas 
downwards  and  upwards!  —  Tuesday,  31st  May  1740, 
between  one  and  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  .Fried- 
rich Wilhelm  died;  age  fifty-two,  coming  15th  August 
next.  Same  day,  Friedrich  his  Son  was  proclaimed  at 
Berlin;  quilted  heralds,  with  sound  of  trumpet  and  the 
like,  doing  what  is  customary  on  such  occa»ons. 

On  Saturday,  4th  Jtme,  the  Kind's  body  is  laid 
out  in  state;  all  Potsdam  at  liberty  to  come  and  see. 
He  lies  there,  in  his  regimentals,  in  his  oaken  coffin, 
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on  a  raised  place  in  the  middle  of  the  room;  decent 
mortuary  draperies,  lamps,  garlands,  banderols  Aimish- 
ing  the  room  and  him:  at  his  feet,  on  a  black-velyet 
tabouret  (stool),  are  the  chivaby  emblems,  helmet, 
gauntlets,  spm«;  and  on  similar  stools,  at  the  right 
hand  and  the  left,  lie  his  military  insignik,  hat  and 
sash,  sword,  guidon,  and  what  else  is  fit.  Around,  in 
silence,  sit  nine  veteran  military  dignitaries;  Budden- 
brock,  Waldau,  Derschau,  Einsiedel,  and  five  others 
whom  we  omit  to  name.  Silent  they  sit.  A  grim 
earnest  sight  in  the  shine  of  the  lamplight,  as  you  pass 
ont  of  the  June  sun.  Many  went,  all  day;  looked  once 
again  on  the  face  that  was  to  vanish.  Precisely  at  ten 
at  night,  the  coffin-lid  is  screwed  down:  Twelve  Pots* 
dam  Captains  take  the  coffin  on  their  shoulders;  Four- 
and-twenty  Corporals  with  wax  torches,  Four-and-twenty 
Sergeants  with  inverted  halberts  lowered;  certain  Gene- 
rals on  order,  and  very  many  following  as  volunteers; 
these  perform  the  actual  burial,  —  carry  the  body  to 
the  Garrison  Church,  where  are  clergy  waiting,  which 
is  but  a  small  step  o£P;  see  it  lodged,  oak  coffin  and 
all,  in  a  marble  coffin  in  the  side  vault  there,  which 
is  known  to  Tourists.*  It  is  the  end  of  the  week,  and 
the  actual  burial  is  done,  —  hastened  forward  for 
reasons  we  can  guess. 

Filial  piety  by  no  means  intends  to  de^ud  a  loved 
Father  of  the  Spartan  ceremonial  contemplated  as  obse- 
quies by  him:  very  far  from  it  Filial  piety  will  con- 
form to  that  with  rigour;  only  adding  what  musical 
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and  other  splendours  are  possible,  to  testify  his  love 
still  more.  And  so,  almost  three  weeks  hence,  on  the 
23d  of  the  month,  with  the  aid  of  Dresden  Artists, 
of  Latin  Cantatas  and  other  pomps  (not  inexcusable, 
though  somewhat,  out  of  keeping),  the  due  Funeral 
is  done,  no  Corpse  but  a  Wax  EfBgy  present  in 
it;  —  and  in  all  points,  that  of  the  Potsdam  Grena- 
diers not  forgotten,  there  was  rigorous  conformity  to 
the  Instruction  left.  In  all  points,  even  to  the  ex- 
tensive funeral  dinner,  and  drinking  of  the  three  ap- 
pointed casks  of  wine,  "the  best  wine  in  my  cellar.'* 
Adieu,  0  King. 

The  Potsdam  Grenadiers  fired  their  three  volleys 
(not  ^^ plackering ^^^  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  but 
well);  got  their  allowance,  dinner  liquor  and  appointed 
coin  of  money:  it  was  the  last  service  required  of  them 
in  this  world.  That  same  night  they  were  dissolved, 
the  whole  Four  Thousand  of  them,  at  a  stroke;  and 
ceased  to  exist  as  Potsdam  Grenadiers.  Colonels,  Cap- 
tains, all  the  Officers  known  to  be  of  merit^  were  ad- 
vanced, at  least  transferred.  Of  the  common  men,  a 
minority,  of  not  inhuman  height  and  of  worth  other- 
wise, were  formed  into  a  new  Eegiment  on  the  com- 
mon terms:  the  stupid  splayfooted  eight^feet  mass  were 
allowed  to  stalk  off  whither  they,  pleased,  or  vegetate 
on  frugal  pensions;  Irish  Earkman,  and  a  few  others 
neither  knock-kneed  nor  without  head,  were  appointed 
hey  dues  ^  that  is,  porters  to  the  King's  or  other  Palaces; 
and  did  that  duty  in  what  was  considered  an  ornamen- 
tal manner. 
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Here  are  still  two  tilings  capable  of  being  fished 
up  from  the  sea  of  nugatory  matter;  and  meditated  on 
by  readers,  till  the  following  Books  open. 

The  last  breath  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm  having  fled, 
Friedrich  hurried  to  a  private  room;  sat  there  all  in 
tears;  looking  back  through  the  gulfs  of  the  Past, 
upon  such  a  Father  now  rapt  away  for  ever.  Sad  all, 
and  soft  in  the  moonlight  of  memory,  —  the  lost 
Loved  One  all  in  the  right  as  we  now  see,  we  all 
in  the  wrong!  —  This,  it  appears,  was  the  Son's  fixed 
opinion.  Seven  years  hence,  here  is  how  Friedrich 
concludes  the  History  of  his  Father,  written  with  a 
loyal  admiration  throughout:  "We  have  left  under 
"silence  the  domestic  chagrins  of  this  great  Prince: 
"readers  must  have  some  indulgence  for  the  faults  of 
"the  Children,  in  coilsideratiou  of  the  virtues  of  such  a 
"Father."*  All  in  tears  he  sits  at  present,  meditating 
these  sad  things. 

In  a  little  while  the  Old  Dessauer,  about  to  leave 
for  Dessau,  ventures  in  to  the  Crown-Prince,  Crown- 
Prince  no  longer;  "embraces  his  knees;"  offers,  weep- 
ing, his  condolence,  his  congratulation;  —  hopes  withal 
that  his  sons  and  he  will  be  continued  in  their  old 
posts,  and  that  he,  the  Old  Dessauer,  "will  have  the 
same  authority  as  in  the  late  reign."  Friedrich's  eyes, 
at  this  last  clause,  flash  out  tearless,  Strang^  Olym- 
pian. "In  your  posts  I  have  no  thought  ™ making 
"change:  in  your  posts,  yes;  —  and  as  to  authority,  I 
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"know  of  none  there  can  be  but  wbat  resides  in  the 
"King  that  is  sovereign!"  Which,  as  it  were,  struck 
the  breath  out  of  the  Old  Dessauer;  and  sent  him  home 
with  a  painful  miscellany  of  feelings,  astonishment  not 
wanting  among  them. 

At  an  after  hour,  the  same  night,  Friedrieh  went 
to  Berlin;  met  by  acclamation  enough.  He  slept  there, 
not  without  tumult  of  dreams,  one  may  fancy;  and  on 
awakening  next  morning,  the  first  sound  he  heard,  was 
that  of  the  Eegiment  Glasenap  under  his  windows, 
swearing  fealty  to  the  new  King.  He  sprang  out  of 
bed  in  a  tempest  of  emotion;  bustled  distractedly  to 
and  fro,  wildly  weeping:  Pollnitz,  who  came  into  the 
anteroom,  found  him  in  this  state,  "half-dressed,  with 
"dishevelled  hair,  in  tears,  and  as  if  beside  himself" 
"These  huzzahings  only  tell  me  what  I  have  lost!" 
said  the  new  King.  —  ^^  He  was  in  great  suffering," 
suggested  Pollnitz;  "he  is  now  at  rest."  "True,  he 
"suffered;  but  he  was  here  with  us:  and  now  — !"* 

*  Ranke  (ii.  46,  47),  ftrom  certain  Fragments,  still  in  manascript,   of 
PSllnits's  Memoiren* 
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Abel,  D.  Otto,  cited,  iv.  298. 

Academie  des^ Sciences,  of 
Berlin,  ii.  91.  lii.  56. 

Achard,  M.,  v.  141. 

Acre,  Siege  of,  i.  128f 

Adalbert's,  St.,  attempt  to 
convert  Preussen  to  Chri- 
stianity, i.  92,  \S3, 

Adolf  of  Nassau,  ILaiser,  i.  225. 

Agamemnon's  Sceptre,  i.  8. 

Ablden,  Castle  of,  i.  40.  ii.  277, 
289.  iii.  71.  the  'Ahlden 
Heritage,'  iii.  162, 194. 

Ahlderij  Vie  Herzogin  von,  i. 
41, 42. 

Alba,  i.  298. 

Alberoni,  ii.  185. 

Albert  I.,  Kaiser,  harsh  and 
ugly,  i.  167, 1 69 ;  assassinated 
by  nis  nephew,  i.  170. 

Albert  II.,  Kaiser,  i.  226, 273. 

Albert  Achilles,  Kurfiirst,  i. 
254,  264;  how  he  managed 
the  Bishop  of  Bamberg,  i. 
257. 

Albert  Alcibiades  of  Baireuth, 
i.  272;  a  kind  of  *  Failure  of 
a  Fritz,'  i.  300,  807,  327. 

Albert  Archbishop  of  Maintz, 
L  261;  memorable  Sale  of 


Indulgences,  i.  262;  at  the 
Diet  of  Augsburg,  i.  282. 

Albert  Friedrich,  Second  Duke 
of  Preussen,  ii.  1;  his  mar- 
riage ,  ii.  4 ;  overclouding  of 
mind,  ii.  6 ;  death,  38. 

Albert,  Hochmeister,  i.  287; 
difficulties  about  homage  to 
Poland,  i.  288 ;  getting  deep 
into  Protestantism,  i.  293; 
Hereditary  Duke  of  Preus- 
sen, i.  295,  329;  his  Second 
Wife;  death, ii.  1. 

Albert  the  Bear,  the  great 
Markgraf  of  Brandenburg, 
i.  106 ;  origin  of  name,  L 112 ; 
descendants,  180. 

Alderfeld,  cited,  ii.  172  n. 

Alexius,  Czarowitz,  iv.  216. 

Algarotti,  Signor,  v.  248. 

Alphonso  King  of  Castile  and 
sham  Kaiser,  i.  150, 154. 

Altenburg,  iv.  20. 

Amber,  i.  91. 

Amelia,  Princess,  of  England, 
ii.  276;  v.  211. 

Amelia,  Princess,  of  Prussia, 
u.  290. 

America,    ii.    145;     Salzburg 
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Anhalt-Zerbst ,  i.  107, 181 ;  iii.  Friedrich  to  Dresden,  iii.  90, 

292.  97 ;  magnificent  hospitalities 

Anne  of  Cleves,  ii.  4.  and  unspeakable  pollutions, 

Anne  of  Courland,  afterwards  iii.  99;  his  return  visit,  iii. 

Czarina,  iii.  115,  120  n.,  292;  108;  rumour  of  a  projected 

iv.  197;  V.  27,  72,  260.  marriage  with  Wilhelmina, 

Anspach,  i.  148,  264;  iv.  30.  iii.  118;  Camp  of  Radewitz, 

See   Culmbach,    Frederika  iii.  285;  King  of  Playhouse 

Louisa.  managers,  iii.  299;  attained 

Antoinette  Amelia,  of  Bnms-  the    maximum    in    several 

wick,  iv.  219.  thin^fe,  iii.  304;    meditates 

Anton  Ulrich,  of  Brunswick,  partition  of  Poland,    v.  1; 

ii.    299;   iv.   215,   219;   his  last  interview  with    Grum- 

Great  -  grandson ,   iv.   220;  kow,  v.  3;  ^eath  and  abso- 

V.  220,  263.  lution,  v.  20. 

Antwerp,  i.  85, 87.  August  III.  of  Poland ,  v.  27, 

Apes,  Dead-Sea,  i.  243.  31,  105,*110. 

Applewomen  knitting  at  their  August  Wilhelm,  ii.  293. 

Stalls,  ii.  137, 150.  Austeriitz,  i.  11. 

Aristocracies,  mutinous,tamed-  Australia,  ii.  1^5. 

down,  i.  229;  ii.  3,  9.    See  Austria,  i.  85,  87;  Kaisers  ot 

Pride  of  place.  still  riding  on  the  shadow  of 

Army,  value  of  a  good,  ii.  141 ;  a  saddle,  1. 1 68 ;  the  'Austrian 

iii.  3.  lip,'  i.  259,  312 ;  rejection  of 

Arouet,  M.,  Senior,  V.  148.  See  Protestantism,    i.    312;    an 

Voltaire.  Austrian  swindle,  iL  84;  iv. 

Arundel,  Earl  of,  cited,  ii.  54  n.  306. 

Ascanier  Markgraves,  i. '158,  Ayscough,  cited,  iii.  148  n, 

180 ;  resuscitated,  i.  1 87, 199. 

Aschersleben,  i.  106.  Bacon,  Lord,  ii.  34. 

Attorneys,  a  fat  affair  for  the,  Baillet,  cited,  i.  94  n. 

ii.  19,  24,  36,  37.  Baireuth,  i.  147,  264;  iv.  269, 

Augsburg,  Diet  of,  i.  279;  iv*  270.    See  Culmbach,  Albert 

23, 40.  . Alcibiades,  Friedrich  of. 

August  Ferdinand,  ii.  293;  v.  Balaclava,  iv.  277. 

278.  Balance  of  Power,  ii.  323,  824, 

August  the  Strong,  i.  70;  ii.  328. 

159,  234,  241;  iii.  284;  ob-  Ballenstadt,  i.  106,  113. 

jects  to  the  Kaiser's  Prag-  Baltimore,  Lord,  v.  250. 

matic    Sanction,    ii.     307;  Bamberg,  i.  103;  iv.  269. 

quarrel  with  Friedrich  Wil-  Barbarossa,  Kaiser,  i.  104, 108, 

helm,  iii.  89  •,  iiiVitea\im  «cA  V\4^  UO  \  the  greatest  of  all 
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the  Kaisers ,  i.  1 1 6 ;  German 
tradition  about  him,  i.  119; 
iv.  257;  changed  times,  i. 
196;  iv.  56,262. 

Bar,  Graf  von,  iii.  162. 

Barbier,  cited,  i.  240  n.;  ii. 
289  n 

Bartholomew,  St.,  night  of,  i. 
818. 

Basel,  i.  158. 

Baty  Khan,  iv.  287.       ^ 

Bavaria,  Kurfiirst  of,  ii.  807; 
iv.  71. 

Bayle,i.  54;  ii.  258. 

Beausobre,  M.  de,  i.  55;  v.  189. 

Becket,  Thomas  ii,  i.  1 18. 

Beelzebub  not  God,  1.  14; 
worshipers  of,  i.  288;  Au- 
gust's Saxon  Court  of,  iii. 
103, 187. 

Belgard,  v.  246.     , 

Belleisle,  General,  v.  28,  86. 
104. 

Benda,  the  Brothers,  v.  181. 

Beneckendorf,  cited,  iii.  67  n. 

Bentenrieder,  the  kidnapped 
Ambassador,  iii.  15, 148. 

Bentham,  cited,  i.  88  n. 

Berenhorst,  cited,  v.  225  n. 

Bergerie,  M.  de  la,  i.  50. 

Berlin,  early  condition  of,  i. 
159;  Palace  at.  i.  244;  Royal 
Academy  of,  ii.  91;  iii.  56; 
St.  Peter's  Church  burnt 
down,  iii.  281;  Friedrich 
Wilhelm's  building  opera- 
tions, iv.  1 90. 

Bemeck,  v.  58. 

Bemhard  of  "Weimar,  iv.  85. 

Berwick ,  Mar^chal  Due  de ,  v. 
42 ;  at  Philipsburg,  v.  49,  58. 

Besserer,  v.  111. 

Carl^le,  Frederic  the  Great.    V. 


Beutelsbachers,  the,  v.  46. 

Bible,  Hebrew,  i.  26. 

Bielfeld,  v.  215,  222,  249,  254. 

Bielfeld,  cited,  iii.  10  n. 

Bieren  of  Courland,  iv.  198. 

Blenheim,  Battle  of,  ii.  128; 
iv.  85. 

Blumenthal,  cited,  v.  108  n. 

Boleslaus,  Duke  of  Poland,  i. 
96. 

Bolingbroke,  V.  154, 158. 

Bollandus,  cited,  i.  94  n. 

Boniface  VIII.,  Pope,  i.  167. 

Bonneville,  M.  de,  i.  240. 

Borck,  General,  iii.  171,  179, 
214,221,225;  iv.  7, 188. 

Bosworth,  i.  258. 

Boyer,  cited,  iii.  29  n. 

Brandenburg,  early  condition 
of,  i.  79,  88;  early  Mark- 
graves,  i.  98,  100;  Ascanier 
Markgraves,  i.  137, 158,  180; 
how  Brandenburg  and  the 
HohenzoUem  Family  came 
together,  i.  166,  182;  Ba- 
varian Kurfiirsts,  i.  182, 186; 
a  resuscitated  Ascanier,  i. 
187,  199;  Luxemburg  Kur- 
forsts,  i.  208;  Brandenburg 
in  Pawn,  i.  2 1 2 ;  sold  to  Fried- 
rich  of  HohenzoUem,  i.  222; 
Noble  refractory  Robber- 
lords,  i.  229;  Heavy  Peg,  L 
231 ;  beginning  of  the  Prus- 
sian Nation,  i.  234;  Bran- 
denburg under  the  Hohen- 
zollems,!.  286;  lucky  enough 
to  adopt  the  Reformation,  i. 
809;  Nadir -point  of  the 
Brandenburg  Hohenzol- 
lems,ii.  51 ;  condition  durin^^ 
the  Thvct^-X^^t^N^  ^;\i.,  VW\ 
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again  a  flourishinff  country, 

ii.  59 ;  the  Swedes  oriven  out, 

ii.  73. 
Brender,  Herr,  v.  86. 
Broglio,  Mar^chalj  v.  41. 
Bromley's  Collection  of  Boyal 

Letters,  i.  264  n. 
Bruhl,  Count,  iii.  112. 
Brunswick.   See  Anton  Ulrich, 

Christian  of. 
Brunswick-Bevem,  Ferdinand 

Albert  Duke  of,  iv.  218;  v. 

47,  53,  108.     See  Elizabeth 

Christina,  Karl  Duke  of. 
Buch,  Johann  yon,  i.  162. 
Buchholz,  iv.  271. 
Buchholz,    cited,    iL    136  n., 

233  n. 
Buddaus,  cited,  i.  317  n. 
Buddenbrock,  General,  iv.  17, 

36, 121,  254,  282,  286;  v.  133. 
Bulow,  Mamsell,  iii.  216,231; 

iv.  76,  95. 
B&iau,  cited,  i.  118  n. 
Bums,  Robert,  ii.  212. 
Busching,  cited,  i.  118  n.;  ii. 

13  n.,  75  n. ;  iv.  254  n. 
Bu8ching*8  crude  authenticity, 

iv.  251, 254  n. 
Byng,  Admiral,  ii.  243, 314. 

CALvnr,ii.  99,  263;  iv.  97. 
Camas,  Colonel,  ii.  225. 
Cambrai,  Congress  of,  ii.  245, 

815. 
Campbell,  cited,  ii.  243  n. 
CanoidatusTheologiaB,  a,  and 

the  King  of  Prussia,  ii.  151. 
Carlos  II.  of  Spain,  i.  72. 
Carlos  III.  of  Spain,  iv.  155;  v. 

88 ;  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 

V.  40, 110. 


Caroline,  Queen,  i.  268;  ii.  275; 
iii.  160,  220,  240,  265;  a 
beautiful  Brandenburg-Ans- 
pach  Princess,  ii.  298;  re- 
fuses the  Catholic  Kaiser,  ii. 
298;  iv.  214;  Friedrich's 
Letters  to,  iii.  125, 217 ;  visit 
to  her  foolish  Son,  y.  196; 
modest  stoicism  and  death, 
v.  197. 

Carr,  eked,  i.  38  n. 

Carteret,  Lord,  ii.  184. 

Carzig,  iv.  158,170. 

Casano,  Bridge  of,  ii.  89, 124. 

Casimir  IV.,  King  of  Poland,  i. 
273.     See  Poland. 

Casimir.     See  Culmbach. 

Catechisms,  Theological,  vi. 
253. 

Catharine  II.  of  Russia,  i.  107, 
181;  iii.  292. 

Catherine ,  Wife  of  Czar  Peter, 
ii.  189;  atBerlin,  ii.  190, 198, 
325. 

Caumartin,  M.,  v.  14d. 

Ceilamare,  Ambassador,  ii.186. 

Charlemagne,  i.  82. 

Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  i.  216; 
V.  24;  arrives  suddenly  at 
Stralsund,  ii.  157;  his  siuv 
prising  career,  ii.  158, 170, 
185;  desperate  defence  of 
Stralsund,  ii.  168;  assas- 
sinated at  Frederickshall,  ii 
171;  last  of  the  Swedish 
Kings,  ii.  172. 

Charlottenburg,  1.  53,  62; 
George  I.  at,  ii.  284. 

Charlotte,  Old  Queen,  iii.  194; 
iv.  273;  v.  191;  her  Father, 
V.  188. 

Charlotte.    See  Philippina. 
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Ghasot,  Lieutenant,  v.  86, 138. 

Chatelet,  Madame  du,  y.  168, 
179. 

Chesterfield,  Lord,  iii.  289, 258 ; 
iv.  82. 

Ch^tardie,  Marquis  de  la,  v.  94, 
101. 

Chivalry  Orders,  era  of,  i.  180. 

Chlumetz,  iv.  290. 

Chodowiecki,  ii.  182;  iv.  19. 

Christian  Ernst  of  Baireuth, 
iv.  196. 

Christian  Ernst  of  Saalfeld- 
Coburg,  iv.  22. 

Christian  of  Anhalt,  ii.  26, 45. 

Christian  of  Brunswick,  ii.  44, 
46. 

Christian  II.  of  Denmark,  a 
rash,  unwise,  explosive  man, 
1.815,820. 

Christian  IV.  of  Denmark ,  ii. 
46,  60. 

Christian  "Wilhelm  Archbishop 
of  Magdeburg,  ii.  47,  56. 

Cimburgis,  i.  259. 

Clamei,  Meadow  of,  iii.  169, 
173. 

Clement  August.    See  Kdln. 

Clement,  the  Hungarian  Swin- 
dler, ii.  227,  244. 

Cleveland,  Duchess  of,  i.  194. 

Cleve,  Wilhelm  Duke  of,  ii.  4, 
18 ;  his  Heritage  Settlement, 
ii.  14;  death;  his  Son's  tragic 
career,  ii.  15. 

Cleve,  Duchy  of,  ii.  11;  a  na- 
turally opulent  Country,  ii. 
18;  disputed  Heritage,  li.  16, 
22,  86,  64;  iii.  80;  iv.  52; 
occupied  by  Spanish  and 
Dutcn  troops,  ii.  82,  87; 
Friediich  Wilhelm*B  interest 


in,  u.  281,822;  iii.  29,  161; 

iv.  62,800;  v.  204. 
Clubs,  origin  of  the  term,  i.  180. 
Coblenz,  iv.  69. 
Cochins,  v.  278,  278. 
Coin  on  the  Spree,  i.  160. 
Cologne.    See  KOln. 
Conrad   of  Hohenzollem,    i. 

114;   becomes  Burggraf  of 

Numberg,i.  119;  iv.  28. 
Conrad  of  Thuringen,  i.  140; 

'whip  my  Abbot?'   i.  141; 

plundersFritzlar ;  repentance 

and  Teutsch-Ritter  vows,  i. 

148. 
Conradin,   Boy,   last   of  the 

Hohenstauffens,  i.  150, 152. 
Cookery,  spiritual,  i.  22. 
COpenick,  iv.  105. 
Councils,  Church,  i.  57 ;  Council 

of  Constance,  i.  219,  224. 
Courage,  iv.  222. 
Courland,  Duke  of,  iv.  197.  See 

Anne  of. 
Coxe,  cited,  ii.  287  n. ;  iv.  155  n. 
Cramer,  cited,  iii.  117  n. 
Craven,  Lady,  i.  268;  iii.  199. 
Crecy,  Battle  of,  i.  198. 
Creutz  the  Finance -Minister, 

ii.l74;  iv.  289. 
Crochet,  iv.  281. 
Cromwell,    what   a   German, 

might  have   done,   i.  807; 

Cromwell  and  his  Puritans, 

i.310;  ii.42,  78. 
Crossen,v.  2. 
Croze,  La,  v.  140. 
Culmbach,  Margraf  of,  i.  264; 

Friedrich    founder    of  the 

Elder  Line,  i.  269;  Casimir, 

a  severe,   rather  trucaUi\l 
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and  his  connection  with  the  iii.  175;  iv.  14;  Smelfungus 

King  of  Hungary,   i.   272;  on  Modern  Diplomacy,  iii. 

fets  the  Duchy  of  Jagern-  305;    heavy-footed    diplo- 

orf,  i.  275;  noble  conduct  macy,  v.  208. 

in  the  Refonnation,  i.  278;  Ditmarsch-Stade  Markgraves, 

at  the  Diet  of  Augsburg,  i.  i.  100. 

279 ;  few  truer  specimens  of  Dobryn,  Knights  of,  i.  139. 

the  Honest  Man,  i.  283;  his  Dockum,  General,  iv.  145, 146. 

Son  and  Brothers,   i.  284;  Dohm,  cited,  ii.  137  n. 

troubles  with  Albert  Alcibia-  Dohna,  ii.  165. 

des,  i.  300;  Diagram  of  the  DonauwSrth  under  ban,  ii.  22. 

Elder  and  Younger  Culm-  DOnhof,  iv.  121, 147. 

bach  Lines,  ii.  102, 103.  See  Dorothee,  Electress,  i.  65, 67; 

Friedrich  George  of.  ii.  79,  83. 

Ciistrin,   i.    337;   ii.    50,    53;  Double-Marriage ,  the  famous, 

Friedrich  a  prisoner  at,  iv.  of  Prussia  and  England,  il 

91,  102;  Katte's  execution,  273,  294;  Treaty  cannot  be 

iv.  110;   Friedrich's  life  at,  signed,  il  328;  grown  plainly 

iv.  157.  hopeless,  iii.  69 ;  yet  far  from 

dead,  iii.  123;  reemerges  in 

Dankelmann,  i.  66.  an  official  shape,   iii.   129; 

Dante,  i.  152, 169, 173.  drawing  to  an  end,  iii.  211; 

Dantzig,  Siege  of,  v.  32, 56, 108.  England  favourable,  iii.  238, 

Darlington,    Countess  of,   ii.  263 ;  effulgent  flaming-point, 

280;  iii.  87;  iv.  106.  iii.  244;  as  good  as  extinct, 
Darmstadt.  See  Ernst Ludwig.  iii.  275;  ended,  iv.  18;  re- 
David's  Psalms,  V.  232 .  vived ,  but  to  no  purpose ,  iv. 
Degenfeld,  iii.  277 ;  v.  204.  806. 
Denmark.     See  Christian  II.,  Dresden,  Friedrich's  Visit  to, 

IV.  of,  Friedrich  IV  of.  iii.  98. 
Derschau,  iii.  49;  iv.  162, 192 ;  Drummer,  the  Little,  ii.  179. 

V.  114,  272.  Drusus  Germanicus,  i.  80. 
Deschamps,  M.,  v.  135  Dryasdust,  the  Prussian,  i.  16; 
Desfontamps,  V.  162.  iii.  251,  270;  doing  History,  I 
Dessau,ii.  122.  SeeLeopold  of.  i.  26, 135,  237 ;  ii.  107.  | 
Dettingen,  iv.  67.  Dubois,  Cardinal,  ii.  288;  1 
Dickens,  Captain  Guy,  iii.  264,  ugliest  of  created  souls,  il 

297  ;iv.  1,14,88,99,138,204.  317;  v.  151. 

Dietzman,     the    ^Thiiringian  Dubourgay,  iii.  87,  110,  178, 

Landgraf,  i.  169.  218,    231;    Correspondence 

Diplomatists,  Devil-,  iii.  145;  about  the  Double-Marriage, 

an  undiplomatic  x^^^xi<yci^  SSL  lEQ^  179,  206;   provei 
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Grumkow's  treachery,  iii. 
218;  arrival  of  Hotham,  iii 
240;  conYersation  with  the 
King  of  Prussia,  iii.  241. 

Duhande  Jandun,  ii.  178, 199, 
248,254;  iv.  96. 

Dumb,  busy  generations,  ii. 
118,126,143. 

Dumoulin,  Colonel,  iv.  75, 81. 

Dusseldorf,  ii.  17;  iv.  73;  a 
Dinner-scene  at,  ii.  28. 

Dutch  Revolt,  the  world- 
famous,  ii.  20, 32,  36 ;  Dutch 
Traders  and  Karl  VL,  ii.  309. 

Duvemet,  cited,  v.  153  n. 

Economics,  National,  ii.  133, 
146.     See  Thrift. 

Editor's  interest  in  Friedrich, 
i.  19,  21. 

Education,  ii.  201;  Friedrich 
Wilhelm's  notion  of,  ii.  204, 
247,  258,  268;  iii.  2;  in- 
fluences of  Nature,  ii.  222; 
teaching  Religion,  ii.  253 
Mother-wit  squandered  a- 
way  for  long-eared  erudi- 
tion ,  iii.  52. 

Edward  I.  of  England,  i.  164. 

Edward  ll.,i.  178. 

Edward  III.,  i.  186. 

Ehrenbreitstein,  iv.  69. 

Eichsted,  Franz  von,  i.  250. 

Eighteenth  Century,  the  frau- 
dulent, and  its  suicidal  end, 
i.  12. 

Electors.    See  Kurfursts. 

Elizabeth  Christina,  Empress, 
iL299;  iv.  315,292. 

Elizabeth  Christina  of  Bruns- 
wick-Bevem,  iv.  211,  220; 
chosen  foxFriednch,  iy.  223; 


what  he  thought  of  her,  iv. 
228,  233,  234,  244,  302;  v.  9; 
her  Betrothal,  iv.  242;  Wed- 
ding, V.  13;  grand  entrance 
into  Berlin;  Wilhelmina's 
Portrait  of  her,  v.  15, 16 ;  her 
honest,  guileless  heart,  v.  1 7 ; 
happy  days  atReinsberg,  v. 
123,  128,  257. 

Elizabeth  Farnese,  Queen  of 
Spain,  ii.  244;  her  quarrel 
with  Karl  VI.,  ii.  302,  312, 
318;  iii.  139;  the  little  Span- 
ish Infanta  sent  back  from 
France,  ii.  319;  Siege  of 
Gibraltar,  iii.  75,  123  n.; 
league  with  France,  v.  38; 
West-Indian  procedures,  v. 
228. 

Elizabeth,  Queen,  of  England, 
i.  298. 

Elizabeth  of  Russia,  iii.  120. 

Elizabeth,  Saint,  i.  140,  144. 

Elizabeth,  Wife  of  Joachim  I., 
i.  315;  Protestantism,  and 
escape  toLichtenberg,  i.  319 ; 
visits  Luther,  i.  320. 

Eller,  Dr.,  v.  274. 

Ely  Cathedral,  i.  88. 

Emanuel,  Prince  of  Portugal, 
V.27. 

Endorf,  Johann  von,  i.  185. 

English  Volunteers  at  the 
Siege  of  Julich,  ii.  26;  Eng- 
lish treatment  of  the  great 
Marlborough,  ii.  92,  296; 
how  England  got  drilled 
into  human  order,  ii.  144; 
England  and  George  L,  ii. 
277;  iii.  84;  first  tiium^  o€ 
the     *CoTlS^^X^l^:vyassJ^    Y^^- 
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self-complacence,   ii.  286;  Fassmann,  cited,  ii.  153  n.;  iii. 

Parliaments,  iii.  42, 45, 261 ;  113  n. 

an  English  Change  of  Mi-  Fawkener,  Sir  Edward,  v.  156. 

nistry,  iii.  239;  English  in-  Feder,  cited,  iii.  164  n. 

fluence  on  Voltaire,  v.  154;  Fehrbellin,  Battle  of,  ii.  71. 

English    thick -skin    pene-  Ferdinand  XL,  £laiser,ii.  24  n., 

trated,  y.  229,  262.  41 ;  high-handed  proceedings 
Epic  Poems,  i.  25.  against  the  Protestants,  li. 
Erasmus  Keinhold,  i.  299.  44;  all  Europe  to  be  con- 
Erfurt,  i.  141.  verted  to  Ortnodoxy,  ii.  48; 
Erlangen,  i.  126;  iv.  269.  his  Restitution-Edict,  ii.  52; 
Erman,  cited,  i.  43  n.,  62  n. ;  ii.  seizes  J&gemdorf,  ii.  58. 

69  n.  Ferdinand  III.,  Kaiser,  ii.  24 n. 

Ernst  August.     See  Bishop  of  Ferdinand  King  of  the  Romans, 

Osnabriick.  i.  332. 

Ernst,  Elector,  i.  38,  70, 110.  Ferdinand,  Prince,  iv.  221;  v. 

Ernst  Ludwig  of  Darmstadt,  220. 

iv.  65;    addicted  to  4vory-  Fiction  akin  to  lying,  i.  26;  iv 

turning,'  iv.  65.  264. 

Espagnac,  cited,  iii.  117  n.  Finkenstein,  Count  Fink  von, 

Ettlingen,  Lines  of,  v.  52.  ii.  178,  200;  iii.  214,  221 ;  his 

Eugene,  i.  35;  ii.  88,  123;  iv.  Wife,iv.  77. 

307,  312;  abrisht  little  soul,  Firmian,  Count,  and  the  Sals- 
growing  very  old  and  snuflfy,  burg  Protestants,  iv.  258. 

ii.  307;  his  crownings  feat,  Fischer,  cited,  i.  148  n, 

iv.  63  n. ;  receives  Fnedrich  Fischhausen,  iv.  145. 

Wilhehn,  iv.  291,  295;  his  Flemming,  Fieldmarshal,  iii 

Khine  Campaign,  v.  45,  55,  96, 98. 

75,88.  Fleury,  Cardinal,  ii.  821,  824; 

Evangelical  Union,  ii.  21,  26,  iii.  78, 139, 151 ;  iv.  163,  281; 

41,  46;  iv.  255.  v.  28,  36, 110.  ' 

Eversmann,  iv.  133.  Formey,  v.  135, 140. 

Formey,  cited,  v.  139  n. 

Fabrice,  iii.  83,88;  v.  158.  Fdrster,  cited,  i.  30  n.;  ii.  828  n.; 

Fact,  inexorable  nature  of,  i.  iii.  5  n.,  6  n. ;  v.  113  n. 

21 ;  ii.  263;  iv.  103;  the  one  Fdrster,  v.  113  n. 

asbestos  which  survives  all  Fos,  Mamsell,  of  Dessau,  ii. 

fire,i.  23;  iv.312.    SeeB«a-  120. 

lity.  Fouqu^,  Captain,  iv.  104;  v. 

Falsehood,  living  under,  i.  310.  179. 

Fassmann,  iii.  6, 6a,  118n.,  135,  Franke,  Archidiaconus,  iv.  271. 

153^  198, 281  •,  IV.  1^1,^^^.  "^wDiLft ,    MsMSt    Hermann, 
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founder  of  the  'Pietists,'  iii. 
93. 

Frankfurt,  iv.  67. 

Franz  Josias  of  Co  burg,  iv.  24. 

Frederick,  Prince,  of  England, 
ii.  275,328;  v.  70;  intended 
visit  to  Berlin,  iiL  109;  ar- 
rival in  England,  iii.  152; 
letters  from,  iii.  246 ;  Queen 
of  Prussia's  opinion  of,  iv. 
138;  strange  treatment  of 
his  young  Wife,  v.  197. 

Frederika  Louisa  of  Prussia,  ii. 
292;  demanded  in  mairiase, 
iii.  154;  married  to  tne 
Margraf  of  Anspaoh,  iii.  197 ; 
visited  by  her  Father  and 
Brother,  iv.  30;  visits  Wil- 
helmina,  iv.  303,  304. 

Frederickshall,  iL  171. 

Fredersdorf,  M.,  v.  256. 

Freemasonry,  v.  214. 

French  Revolution,  i.  9 ;  a  grand 
universal  Suicide  of  a  despi- 
cable Century,  i.  13;  what  is 
to  follow  it,  i.  22;  French 
Protestantism,  i.  313 ;  French 
Cooks,  ii.  149;  Fashions,  ii. 
151;  French  Protestants  of 
Erlangen ,  iv.  269 ;  War  with 
Karl  VI.,  V.  86;  Camp  at 
Philipsburg,  v.  85. 

Fr^ron,  v.  162. 

Freytag,  Baron,  and  his  Aus- 
trian Swindling,  iL  85. 

Friedrich  III.,  Burggraf  of 
Niimberg,  i.  148;  troubles 
with  theNumbergers,  i.  149 ; 
Burg^aviate  made  heredi- 
t£ury,  i.  150;  Kaiser  Rudolf  s 
friend  and  helper,  i.  153, 156. 


Friedrich  rV.,  i.  172, 188;  aids 
Kaiser  Ludwig,  i.  175. 

Friedrich  v.,  i.  205;  his  Daugh- 
ter, i.  209. 

Friedrich  VI.,  i.  182, 205, 207, 
211;  helps  Sigismund,  i.  2 1 8 ; 
buys  Brandenburg,  L  221; 
Noble  Robber-lords  brought 
to  reason,  i.  230 ;  Heavy  Peg, 
i.  231 ;  taproot  of  the  Prus- 
sian Nation,  i.  234. 

FriedrichU.,  Kaiser,  L 141, 144 ; 

Friedrich  III.,  ii.  18. 

Friedrich  I.,  Kin^,  and  his 
Grandchildren,  i.  31;  rather 
'an  expensive  Herr,'  i.  60; 
the  first  King  of  Prussia, 
i.  68;  his  back  injured  in  in- 
fancy, i.  64;  ii.  89;  quarrels 
with  his  Stepmother,  i.  65; 
how  he  came  by  his  '  King- 
ship,' L  69 ;  his  sublime  Coro- 
nation, i.  73;  his  Father's 
Death,  ii.  81;  how  Austria 
swindled  him  out  of  Schwie- 
bus,  ii.  84;  his  true  Hohen- 
zollem  character,  ii.  88;  clo- 
sing days,  ii.  92;  his  third 
marriage,  iL  96;  death,  iL98, 
128. 

FriedrichU.,  sauntering  on  the 
terraces  of  Sans  Souci,  L  3; 
physiognomic  traits,  i.  4; 
numan  interest  in  what  he 
did,  L  6;  the  Last  of  the 
Kings,  L  9, 24;  English  pre- 
possessions about  mm,  1. 17; 
oy  no  means'  a  perfect  de- 
migod, yet  a  true  man  and 
King,  L  20,  32.  Joy  at  his 
birth,  i.  29 ;  his  chri&t«s&CL%^ 
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ii.  51,  81.  Not  a  skilful 
gambler  and  worshiper  of 
Beelzebub,  L238;  recovery 
of  J&gemdorf,  iL  58;  interest 
in  Jiiuch,  ii.  65;  opening  the 
Great  Kurfurst's  coffin,  u.  81. 
Infancy,  ii.  94,  95,  108; 
French  educational  element, 
ii.  109;  iii.  79;  one  of  the 
prettiest  vividest  little  boys, 
li.  110;  his  affectionate  dis- 
position, ii.  112,  113,  210, 
225, 249 ;  bad  spelling,  ii.  1 1 5, 
248,  266;  German  element, 
ii.  115,  117;  his  Father's 
Spartan  discipline,  ii.  127, 
267;  iii.  1,  79 ;  one  of  his  first 
impressions  of  war,  ii.  457; 
his  Tutors,  ii.  178, 199,  247; 
Portraits  of  him,  ii.  179;  the 
commonly-received  Portrait, 
ii.  182;  his  education,  ii.  201, 
247, 263;  iii.  78;  his  Father's 
notions  about  it,  ii.  203; 
miniature  Soldiering,  ii.206; 
his  Cousins,  ii.  223;  love  for 
his  Sister  Wilhelmina,  ii.  225 ; 
at  the  Roucoulles  Soiree ,  ii. 
225;  troubles  preparingfrom 
afar,  ii.  244,  830;  his  con- 
traband Latin  lessons,  ii.  250 ; 
French  fashions;  his  bright 
locks  to  be  ruthlessly  shorn 
away,  ii.  251, 252;  his  Theo- 
logical drill-sergeants,  ii.  253; 
divulsion,  fearfully  widening, 
between  Father  and  Son, 
ii.  258;  iii.  *126;  George  I. 
pleased  with  him,  ii.  285; 
goes  into  the  Potsdam 
Guards,  iii.  1;  surrounded 
by  intrigues  aii^tx^«A\iex^^ 


iii.  17;  unwillingly  at  the 
Tobacco-Parliament,  iii.  48, 
79;  life  heavy  at  Potsdam, 
iii.  78;  his  Books,  iii.  79; 
visit  to  King  August  at 
Dresden,  iii.  98;  dissolute 
seductions,  iii.  100, 112 ;  poor 
Fritz  fallen  into  the  wake  of 
Beelzebub,  iii.  104,  177; 
miserable  health,  iii.  106, 
112;  his  soul  tragically 
dimmed  for  the  remainder  of 
life,  iii.  107;  pleased  with 
Mar^chal  de  Saxe,  iii.  116; 
writes  to  Queen  Caroline, 
unknown  to  his  Father,  iii. 
125, 2 1 7 ;  letter  to  his  Father, 
and  angry  reply,  iii.  127;  his 
Father's  ill-treatment,  iii 
131,  132,  144,  156,  175; 
thoughts  of  flight,  iii.  180, 
207,  230,  236 ;  his  regiment 
on  the  march,  iii.  187;  his 
Father  surprises  him  at  un- 
lawful amusements,  iii.  261; 
publicly  beaten  by  his  Fa- 
ther, iii.  207,  295;  iv.  U; 
makes  a  companion  of  Katte, 
iii.  209;  iv.  11;  his  debts, 
iii.  230;  v.  18;  off  to  Dresden, 
iii.  237 ;  Father  will  not  agree 
to  his  marriage,  iii.  248; 
Hotham's  testimonyof  him, 
iii.  265;  letter  to  Motham, 
iii.  278;  at  King  August's 
Camp  of  Radewitz,  ill.  285, 
289,  294,  300;  attempted 
flight,  iii.  297;  rumour  of 
marriage  with  Maria  The- 
resa, iii.  298;  England  will 
not  sanction  flight,  iv.  2; 
\vX\«tX<i'tta^3D»3axn..^iy,  10;  will 
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fly,  in  spite  of  all,  iv.  11, 16, 
31 ;  Journey  to  the  Reich,  iv. 
16;  arrangements  for  flight, 
iv.  33,  48,  56;  more  ill-usage, 
iv.  34,  38;  flight  prevented, 
iv.  35;  paternal  taunts,. iv. 
66;  a  detected  prisoner,  iv. 
67,  70;  chastised  like  a  dog, 
iv.  68;  confesses  nothing, 
and  narrowly  escapes  his 
Father's  sword,  iv.  80;  an 
arrested  Deserter,  iv.  80, 84; 
a  prisoner  at  Mittenwalde; 
interrogated  and  threatened 
by  Grumkow,  iv.  90 ;  rigorous 
confinement  at  Ciistrin,  iv. 
91,  102;  his  notion  of  Pre- 
destination, iv.  97,  165;  to 
be  tried  by  Court -Martial, 
iv.  101;  a  lucid  human  judg- 
ment in  him,  iv.  103;  sees 
poor  Katte  led  to  execution, 
IV.  110;  crushed- down  by 
sorrow  and  despair,  iv.  115; 
Chaplain  Miiller's  favour- 
able testimony,  iv.  117, 123; 
condemned  to  death,  iv.  121 ; 
to  repent,  and  not  perish,  iv. 
122;  takes  an  Oath  of  re- 
pentance and  prostrate  sub- 
mission, iv.  123,  125;  letter 
to  his  Father;  begins  gra- 
dually a  new  career,  iv.  126; 
corresponds  with  Grumkow, 
iv.  128,  224,  233,  234,  237, 
280;  among  the  Domain 
Sciences  at  Custrin,  iv.  156, 
157 ;  efforts  to  regain  favour, 
iv.  160;  polite  cloak-of-dark- 
ness,  iv.  161;  visited  by  his 
Father,  iv.  162;  loyalty  to 
fact,  iv.   167;    hi8  life   at 


Custrin,  as  reported  by 
Schulenburg,  iv.  172;  the 
beautiful  Madam  de  Wreech, 
iv.  174,  180;  glimpses  of 
Friedrich's  habits,  iv.  183, 
189;  returns  to  Berlin  at  his 
Sister's  Wedding,  iv.  201; 
a  much- changed  Crown- 
Prince,  iv.  202;  solitude  of 
soul,  iv.  204 ;  Colonel  of  the 
Goltz  Regiment,  iv.  207,  244, 
245;  whom  shall  he  marry? 
iv.  21 1 ;  all  romance  too  sor- 
rowfully swept  out  of  him, 
iv.  212;  what  he  thought  of 
his  destined  Wife,  iv.  223, 
233,  234,  241,  244,302;  y.  10; 
continued  love  for  Wilhel- 
mina,  iv.  231,  241,  243;  v.  14, 
59;  his  Betrothal,  iv.  241; 
Life  at  Ruppin ,  iv.  245 ;  an- 
xiety to  learn  what  seemed 
worth  learning;  military 
studies,  iv.  247,  248 ;  love  for 
his  rugged  Father,  iv.  249; 
V.  242,  285;  spirit  of  frolic, 
iv.  250;  V.  81 ;  letter  to  Cap- 
tain Hacke,  iv.  282;  to 
Seckendorf,  iv.  283;  what 
he  thought  of  the  Kaiser, 
iv.  301;  nis  Marriage,  v.  8; 
back  to  Ruppin,  v.  17;  at 
Philipsbur^;  his  first  ex- 
perience of  arms,  v.  44,  67; 
mterest  in  the  war,  v.  50,  57; 
a  difficult  meeting  with  Wil- 
helmina,  v.  58;  what  he 
thought  of  the  Rhine  Cam- 
paign, V.  77;  news  of  his  Fa- 
ther's illness,  v.  83,  89 ;  visits 
the   French   Cwsv^.»  ^.  "^"^N 
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reuth,  and  talks  of  his  future 
plans,  y.  90;  in  his  Father's 
sick-room,  v.  94;  sent  to 
Preussen,  v.  103,  105;  his 
Father's  growing  satisfaction 
with  him,  v.  106,  211;  his 
Apprenticeship  completed, 
V.  1 1 7 ;  life  at  Reinsberg ,  an 
actual  snatch  of  something 
like  the  Idyllic,  v.  121, 179, 
230,  248,  254;  loveof Music, 
V.  131;  choice  of  associates, 
V.  188;  religious  doubts,  v. 
141 ;  literary  correspondence, 
V.  143 ;  writes  to  Voltaire,  v. 
145;  ardent  admiration,  v. 
167,  170,  234;  their  cor- 
respondence, V.  168,  212; 
correspondence  with  Suhm, 
V.  180;  with  Manteufel,  v. 
182 ;  Dr.  Zimmermann's 
puddle  of  calumnies ,  v.  183; 
a  visit  to  the  Prince  of  Mirow, 
V.  184;  return  visits,  v.  189; 
quality  of  his  Letters  to  his 
Father,  v.  194;  visits  Loo 
with  his  Father,  v.  210;  his 
Anti-Macchiavely  v.  212,  233; 
becomes  aFreemason,  v.  214, 
220;  his  literary  achieve- 
ments, V.  230;  journey  to 
Preussen  with  his  Father,  v. 
240;  visit  of  Lord  Baltimore 
and  others ,  v.  248 ;  his  poor 
Father's  last  illness,  v.  268, 
274;  long  private  dialogues 
with  him,  v.277 ;  his  Father's 
death,  v.  282,  284;  Friedrich 
is  King,  V.  285. 
Fried  rich's  Letters :  —  to 
Duhan,  ii.  249 ;  to  his  Father, 
m.  127;  iv.  12B,  nO\N.  ^1, 


105,  185,  189,  193,  251;  his 
Mother,  ill.  207;  his  Sister, 
iv.  241,  248;  v.  14,  59,  68,  66; 
toHotham,  iii.  278,  280;  iv. 
10;  Grumkow,  iv.  228,  233, 
234,  280;  Hacke,  iv.  282; 
Seckendorf,  iv.  283;  Mark- 
graf  Heinrich,  v.  50 ;  Camas, 
V.  77;  Gr6ben,v.79;  Karl  of 
Brunswick,  v.  109 ;  Voltaire, 
V.  171,  213,  241;  quality  of, 
iv.  161 ;  V.  142, 143,  168, 194. 

Friedrich  King  of  Bohemia, 
WinterkOniff,  i.  216;  ii.  34, 
36,  39;  ex-Kine,  ii.  40, 48. 

Friedrich  II.,  Kurfurst,  re- 
covers Neumark  from  the 
TeutschRitters,  i.  244,  249; 
his  Pomeranian  war,  L  244, 
249. 

Friedrich  of  Baireuth,  iii.  225; 
iv.  27, 130;  arrives  at  Berlin, 
iv.  136;  introduced  to  Wil- 
helmina,iv.  138;  an  honour- 
able and  eligible  young 
Prince,  iv.  138;  betrothal 
iv.  139;  a  narrow  escape,  iv. 
190;  marries  Wilhelmina, 
iv.  195;  full  of  honest  sun- 
shine towards  her,  v.  9,  60; 
at  the  Rhine  Campaign,  v.  82. 

Friedrich  IV.  of  Denmark,  il 
159. 

Friedrich  of  Meissen,  Hoch- 
meister,  i.  288,  290. 

Friedrich  the  Fair,  Duke  of 
Austria,  i.  176. 

Friedrichsfelde,  iv.  158.  See 
Carzig. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm,  Cousin  of 
Friedrich,  ii.  228,  224  n.;  iii. 
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Friedrich  Wilhelm,  Eleventh 
or  Great  Kurfurst,  i.  63,  65, 
67;  ii.  59;  his  wariness  and 
dexterity,  ii.  61 ;  getsHinder- 
Fommem,  ii.  63;  inarches 
into  Jiilich,  ii.  64;  his  Polish- 
Swedish  War,  ii.  65;  essen- 
tially an  industrial  man,  ii. 
69;  character  and  portrait, 
ii.  70;  Battle  of  Fehrbellin, 
ii.  71;  beats  the  Swedes  out 
ofPreussen,  ii.  74;  conquers 
Swedish  Pommem,  but  can- 
not keep  it,  ii.  76;  his  true 
"Wife,  Louisa  of  Nassau- 
Orange,  ii.  74, 77 ;  his  second 
Wife ,  Dorothea,  ii.  79 ;  mu- 
tinies quenched  out,  ii.  80; 
death,  ii.  81;  how  Austria 
settled  his  Silesian  claims, 
ii.  84. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm,  King;  as 
Crown -Prince,  i.  34,  46; 
taken  to  Uanover  in  child- 
hood, i.  38;  a  rough  unruly 
boy  from  the  first,  i.  43, 49, 
78;  ii.  128;  an  abrupt  per- 
emptory young  King,  ii.  117 ; 
his  Spartan  habits,  ii.  127; 
his  Father's  death,  ii.  128; 
the  new  King's  house  swept 
clear  of  mendacity  and  idle 
hypocrisy,  ii.  130;  his  strange 
wild  ways-,  ii.  132;  love  of 
justice,  ii.  134;  iii.  39;  the 
first  years  of  his  laborious 
reign,  ii.  135;  a  'man  of 
genius,*  fated  to  work  in 
National  Husbandry,  ii.  139, 
165;  iii.  3,  10,  17-  iv.  812; 
his  tall  Potsdam  Kegiment, 
ii.  141,  197;  iii.  3;  iv.  250-, 


V.  284;  the  great  Drill- 
sergeant  of  the  Preussen 
Nation,  ii.  143;  his  faculty 
of  minding  his  own  business, 
ii.  146,  240;  iii. 306 ;  Portraits 
of  him,  ii.  146;  iii.  105;  iv. 
274;  personal  habits,  ii.  148; 
no  love  for  the  French  oi 
their  fashions,  ii.  151; 
Brobdi^nagian  waggeries,  ii 
152;  iii.  53;  an  original 
North -German  Spartan,  ii. 
153,  220;  charge  of  avarice, 
ii.  155;  iii.  132;  his  siege  oi 
Stralsund,  ii.  157,  166.;  re- 
gard for  Charles  XII.,  ii.  164, 
170;  an  original  farewell 
Letter  of  Instructions,  ii. 
165;  makes  his  Will  in  favour 
of  the  Queen,  ii.  165,  227; 
iii.  18 ;  returns  victorious ,  ii. 
172,  183;  visited  by  Czar 
Peter,  ii.  185 ;  Tutors  selected 
for  Fritz,  ii,  199 ;  his  notions 
about  education,  ii.  203 ;  fond 
of  hunting,  ii.  210;  iii.  134; 
habits  at  Wusterhausen ,  ii. 
218;  his  Tobacco  -  Parlia- 
ment, ii.  221 ;  iii.  39  (see  To- 
bacco -  Parliament) ;  alarm- 
ing attack  of  *  nephritic 
cholic,'  ii.  227;  interest  in 
Cleve-Jiilich,  the  Pfalz-Neu- 
burg  Heritage,  ii.  231,  323; 
iii.  29;  iv.  52;  v.  204;  inter- 
feres for  the  Heidelberg 
Protestants,  ii.  232;  a  King 
who  stayed  well  at  home ,  ii. 
240;  iii.  306;  loses  favour 
with  the  Kaiser,  ii.  241 ;  dis- 
appointed mWiVA'^  ^Qrcw^^c>^x^ 
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Princess  Amelia,  ii.  290 ;  list 
of  his  Ten  Children,  ii.  292; 
sings  Treaty  of  Hanover,  ii. 
322;  gets  annoyed  with  the 
Double-Marriage  Treaty,  ii. 
329;  iii.  48  ^see  Double- 
Marriage)  ;  his  recruiting 
difficulties,  and  predatory 
encroachments,  iii.  9,  91; 
George  I.  fires-up,  iii.  16; 
surrounded  by  intrigues ,  iii. 
1 7 ;  snared  for  the  Kaiser  by 
Grumkow  and  Seckendorf, 
iii  28  (see  Grumkow) ;  Treaty 
ofWusterhausen,  iii.  29,  68; 
'possessed*  as  by  two  devils, 
ill.  35,  68,  145,176,220;  iv. 
14 ;  horse-play  withGundling, 
iii.  53;  his  irreverence  for 
the  Sciences  and  Fine  Arts, 
iii.  56;  summary  treatment 
of  Wolf,  iii.  57;  how  Queen 
Sophie  might  have  managed 
him,  iii.  70 ;  his  sorrow  at  the 
death  of  George  I.,  iii.  87 ; 
unsuspected  tears  in  the 
rugged  man,  iii.  88;  hypo- 
chondriacal fits,  iii.  89 ;  talks 
of  abdicating,  iii.  93;  visits 
Xing  August  at  Dresden,  iii. 
98,  235 ;  dissolute  entertain- 
ments, iii.  100;  singular 
mutual  liking  of  the  two,  iii. 
105;  Friedrich  Wilhelm  re- 
ceives a  return-visit  at  Ber- 
lin, iii.  108;  increased  dislike 
for  his  Son,  iii.  126,  200 ;  con- 
temptuous Letter  to  him ,  iii. 
128;  a  grand  slaughter  of 
wild  swine,  and  what  his 
Majesty  did  with  the  park, 
iii.  134;  a  bad  aXlaeVol  \}u^ 


gout,  iu.  135,  154;  ill-treat- 
ment of  his  family,  iii.  145, 
154,  175,  200,  206;  iv.  35; 
quarrels  with  George  U., 
iii.  158,  170;  troubles  of 
Mecklenburg ,  &c.,  iii.  168; 
resolves  to  cnallenge  George 
II.  to  single  combat,  iii.  178; 
imminency  of  Wtir  between 
them,  iii.  181,  186;  arbitra- 
tion, iii.  189;  publicly  canes 
the  Crown -Prince,  iii.  207, 
295;  iv.  14;  will  end  the 
D  ouble  -  ]yf  arriage  specula- 
tion, iii.  211 ;  Wilhelminato 
have  Friedrich  of  Baireuth, 
iii.  225;  a  conversation  with 
Duboiirgay,  iii.  241 ;  jealous 
of  the  Crown-Prince,  iii.  242, 
248;  joyful  reception  of 
Hotham,  iii.  244;  will  not 
consent  to  Friedrich's  mar- 
riage, iii.  250 ;  looks  sour  on 
Hotham,  iii.  266;  apprised 
of  Grumkow*s  treachery,  but 
refuses  to  believe  it ,  iii.  272, 
275;  will  agree  to  Single 
Marriage,  not  Double,  iii. 
274;  King  August's  Camp  of 
Radewitz,  iii.  285;  extraor- 
dinary conduct  to  Hotham, 
iv.  1;  passionate  vexation 
with  himself  and  others,  iv. 
13;  Journey  to  the  Reich, 
iv.  16;  no  taste  for  saluta- 
tions in  the  market-place,  iv. 
19;  a  Bridal-processioD ,  iv. 
40;  visits  the  Duke  ofWQr- 
temberg,  iv.  42;  gives  him 
good  advice,  iv.  48;  visits 
Karl  Philip,  iv.  49,  61;  a 
i\ss^^  ^iivs^^T^  \j^.  56;  dis- 
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covers  Friedrich's  attempt  at 
flight,  iv.  62;  suppressed 
rage,  iv.  63;  visits  Ernst 
Ludwig,  iv.  65 ;  can  suppress 
no  longer,  iv.  68;  summary 
orders,  iv.  70;  visits  Clement 
August,  iv.  71;  letter  home, 
announcing  arrest,  iv.  79; 
draws  his  sword  upon  his 
Son,  iv.  80;  *let  him  take 
the  doom  the  Laws  have  ap- 
pointed,* iv.  80;  arrives  at 
Berlin,  iv.  84;  almost  mad 
at  the  turn  things  have 
taken,  iv.  85;  receives  a 
packet  of  fictitious  Letters; 
assaults  Wilhelmina  in  a 
frenzy  of  rage  and  disap- 
pointment, iv.  86;  no  more 
negotiations  with  England, 
iv.  93 ;  cannot  get  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  conspiracy,  iv.  94; 
wholesale  punishments,  iv. 
95;  anxiety  to  save  Fried- 
rich's  soul,  iv.  97;  something 
of  the  nature  of  real  prayer, 
iv.  98,  166;  his  conduct, 
looked  at  from  without  and 
from  within,  iv.  99, 1 1 9 ;  dis- 
tracted wanderings,  iv.  100; 
will  have  Katte  and  Crown- 
Prince  tried  by  Court-Mar- 
tial,  iv.  101, 105;  Katte  must 
die,  iv.  108;  the  King's 
troubled  thoughts,  iv.  119; 
spares  his  Son^  life,  iv.  121 ; 
and  even  hopes  to  save  his 
soul,  iv.  124;  resolves  on 
Wilhelmina's  marriage,  iv. 
130;  preparations  for  her 
Betrothal,  iv.  135;  never 
neglects  public  business,  iv. 


141;  the  Salzburg  Protes- 
tants, iv.  141,  255;  hangs 
Schlubhut  for  theft,  iv.  143; 
elk-hunting  at  Pillau,  iv. 
145;  cudgels  his  Criminal- 
Collegium,  iv.  148:  exces- 
sively severe  on  defalcations, 
iv.  149 ;  reconciled  to  his  Son, 
iv.  162, 171 ;  a  narrow  escape 
from  a  bullet,  iv.  190;  nis 
Majesty's  building  opera- 
tions, and  infringements  of 
Free-Trade,  iv.  191;  v.  114; 
his  store  of  silver,  iv.  199; 
takes  Friedrich  into  favour, 
iv.  202,  247 ;  repentant  love 
for  Wilhelmina,  iv.  205; 
decides  on  a  Bride  for  Fried- 
rich,  iv.  223 ;  his  Letters,  iv. 
225;  receives  the  Salzburg 
Protestants  at  Berlin,  iv.  273 ; 
a  man  skilful  in  investments, 
iv.  276 ;  his  Majesty  visits  the 
Kaiser,  iv.  279,  284;  con- 
tempt for  their  ceremonials, 
iv.  285,  292;  dines  at  Prag 
with  Prince  Eugene,  iv.  295 ; 
meetings  with  the  Kaiser, 
iv.  298,  300;  returns  home, 
with  new  experiences  of  his 
high  friends,  iv.  300;  visits 
Wilhelmina,  iv.  303;  passes 
Leipzig,  iv.  305 ;  total  cnange 
of  mind  towards  the  Kaiser, 
iv.309;  V.13, 115;  astrange 
Session  of  the  Tobacco-Par- 
liament, iv.  309;  a  ride  with 
Seckendorf,  iv.  313;  v.  99; 
passionate  remorse,  iv.  813; 
interest  in  West-Preussen, 
V.  5 ;  rough  banter  with  Wll- 
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Friedrich  on  his  marriage,  v. 
18, 121 ;  small  interest  in  the 
Polish  Election,  v.  26;  con- 
nection with  the  Rhine-Cam- 
paign, V.  45,  47;  grants  asy- 
lum to  Stanislaus,  t.  58; 
Friedrich  still  finds  him  dif- 
ficult to  please,  v.  59 ;  at  Phi- 
lipsburg,  V.  70;  steadily  re- 
fuses to  give  up  Stanislaus, 
V.  73,  101 ;  falls  seriously  ill, 
▼.  83;  pleased  with  Fried- 
rich's  success  in  Preussen,  v. 
108;  continued  illness,  v. 
113,  230;  fallen-out  with  the 
Kaiser,  v.  114,  205,  206;  a 
visit  to  Loo,  V.  210,  214; 
growing  favour  for  Fried- 
rich, V.  212,  243;  renewed 
anxiety  about  his  Hetero- 
doxies, V.  221;  Friedrich's 
testimony  to  his  noble  kingly 
qualities,  v.  242 ;  a  new  fit  of 
ulness,  V.  244;  the  final 
shadows  closing  in  upon  him, 
V.  259,  266 ;  his  last  Tobacco- 
Parliament,  V.  269;  how  he 
shall  stand  justified  before 
Ahnighty  God,  v.  271,  277; 
much  affected  at  seeing  his 
Son,  V.  275;  Instructions  for 
his  Funeral,  v.  276;  abdi- 
cates in  favour  of  Friedrich, 
▼.  277,  279;  death,  v.  282; 
bis  Spartan  Funeral,  v.  283. 

Friesack  demolished,   i.  232, 
234 ;  ii.  73. 

Friesland,  ii.  88. 

Fritzlar  plundered  and  burnt, 
\  142. 
•<5ers,  the,  of  Augsburg,  i. 
8,280;  iv.40. 


FanccioB  of  Numberg,  i.  298. 


Gallas,  Austrian,  i.  60. 

Gebhardus  of  Milan,  L  117. 

Geldem,  iL  5;  iv.  74;  v.  210. 

Genius,  L  32;  ii.  135, 139;  iii. 
79. 

George  I.  of  England,  i.  39; 
ii.  164,  166,  185;  the  Pre- 
tender coming,  ii.  186;  his 
Majesty  visits  Berlin,  ii.  208, 
273;  assists  the  Heidelberg 
Protestants,  ii.  237,  238; 
English  troubles,  ii.  277; 
first  triuinph  of  the  "  Consti- 
tutional Principle,**  ii.  281; 
iii.  85;  consents  to  the 
Double  -  Marriage  scheme, 
ii.  283;  Treaty  of  Hanover, 
ii.  322;  does  not  sign  the 
Double-Marriage  Treaty,  ii. 
328;  fires-up  at  Friedrich 
Wilhelm's  predatory  re- 
cruitings, ii.  12 ;  his  smoking- 
room,  iiL  41;  not  inclined 
for  War,  iii.  77;  death  by 
apoplexy,  on  the  road  to 
Osnabruck,  iii.  82. 

George  H.  of  England,  i.  18, 
183 ;  as  Prince  of  Wales ,  ii. 
277, 328 ;  sivesno  help  to  the 
Double-Marriage  scheme,  iii. 
120;  quarrels  with  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  iiL  158,  170;  his 
dapper,  self-satisfied  charac- 
ter, iii.  159 ;  coerces  the  Duke 
of  Mecklenburg,  iii.  166;  dis- 
covers Grumkow's  treachery, 
iii.  220;  iv.  5;  helps  the 
SalzburgProtestants,  iv.  277 ; 
his  quarrel  with  the  Prince  of 
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Wales,  V.  195;  his  Wife's 
death,  v.  197. 

Georgelll.  of  England,  iii.  194. 

•George,  Markgraf.  See  Cubn- 
bach. 

George,  Duke,  of  Saxony,  i. 
329. 

George  Friedrich  of  Culmbach, 
i.  284,  306,  330,  335 ;  goes  to 
Preussen  to  administer,  ii.  8. 

George  Wilhelm,  Tenth  Kur- 
fiirst,  helpless  amid  the  hot 
ashes  of  the  Thirty- Years 
War,  ii.  39,  50. 

Gera  Bond,  the,  an  excellent 
piece  of  Hohenzollern  thrift, 
1.  267;  ii.  9,  82,  83;  iv.  21; 
the  Salzburg  Protestants  at 
Gera,  iv.  270;  Friedrich  de- 
layed at,  V.  59. 

Gerber,  iv.  90, 107. 

German  language,  the,  ii.  115. 

Geyler,  ii.  70  n. 

Gibraltar,  Spanish  siege  of,  iii. 
75,  82, 141. 

Gilee,  ii.  74. 

Ginkel,  General,  iv.  99,  168, 
286;  V.  83. 

Glatz,  iv.  288. 

Glinde,  Albrecht,  i.  250. 

Glume,  V.  133. 

Gdbel,  iv.  272. 

Goethe,  i.  26;  ii.  116;  iv.  67; 
his  Hermann  and  Dorothea, 
iv.  277. 

Gompert,  ii.  137. 

Gortz,  ii.  185. 

Gottfried,  cited,  iii.  84  n. 

Gou^h,  cited,  i.  J51  n. 

Grangny,  Madame  de,  v.  164n, 

Gratz,  Fortress  of,  v.  227. 

Oxaun,  the  Brothers,  v.  131. 


GrSvenitz,  Countess,  and  the 
Duke  of  Wxirtemberg,  iv.  43 ; 
becoming  much  of  a  Hecate, 
iv.  46;  stowed  away,  iv.  49, 
175. 

Gregory,  St.,  of  Nazianzen,  i. 
57. 

Grimnitz,  Schloss  of,  i.  328. 

Grdben,  Lieutenant,  iv.  253;  v. 
78. 

Grumkow, Baron,  ii.  117, 141; 
iii.  101;  a  cunning,  greedy- 
hearted,  long-headed  fellow, 
ii.  118;  sets  a  spy  on  Creutz, 
ii.  174;  challenged  by  the 
Old-Dessauer,  and  humbly 
apologises,  iii.  20 ;  introduces 
Seckendorf  to  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm, iii.  24;  bribed  by  the 
Kaiser,  iii.  26,  36;  he  and 
Seckendorf  Black-Artists  of 
the  first  quality,  iii.  26;  how 
they  'possessed'  Friedrich 
Wilhelm,  iii.  35,  145,  176; 
iv.  14;  skilful  manoeuvres  in 
the  Tobacco-Parliament,  iii. 
43,  93, 131, 142, 168, 243, 248 ; 
deputation  to  the  Queen,  iii. 
2 1 4, 22 1 ;  Cipher-Correspon- 
dence with  Keichenbach,  iii. 
218, 251, 267 ;  their  treachery 
brought  home  to  them,  and 
denied,  iii.  272,  273;  an  in- 
tercepted Letter,  iv.  4 ;  Grum- 
kow interrogates  Friedrich 
at  Mittenwalde,  iv.  90;  be- 
coming almost  too  victorious, 
iv.  98, 101,  121;  if  the  King 
should  suddenly  die  on  us, 
iv.l03,  120;  Grumkow  visits 
Friedrich  at  Custrin^  iv.  10%^ 
12S\  ia  oiife  ^1  ^5s»  ^waNr 
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Martial  to  try  him,  iv.  107;  Linden   Avenue    at,    i.  48: 

correspondence  with  Fried-  Treaty  of,  ii.  322;  iii.  22,  28; 

rich,  IV.  128,  224,  233,  234,  ourHanoverSeries  of  Kings, 

237,  280;  deputation  to  Wil-  iii.  85. 

hehnina,iv.  133;  his  account  Hapsburg Kaisers.  See  Rudolf. 

of  the  King's  interview  with  Harrington,  Lord,  iii.  140,  297. 

Friedrich  at  Ciistrin,  iv.  162 ;  Hartoff,  Herr  von,  iii.  1 82. 

receives  a  private  report  of  Havelberg,  ii.  187;  iv.  273. 

Friedrich  from  Schulenburg,  Heavy  Peg,  i.  232 ;  iL  143. 

iv.  171 ;  introduces  Friedrich  Heidelberg  Protestants,  ii.  227. 

to  Wilhelmina,  iv.  201 ;  with  Heilbronn,  ii.  41;  iv.  58.   ' 

the  King  at  his  visit  to  the  Heilsbronn,  i.  123;  iv.  29. 

Kaiser,    iv.  290,  293,  297;  Heinrich  Friedrich,  Cousin  of 

visits  Wilhelmina,  iv.  304;  Friedrich,   ii.  223,    224  n.; 

will  have  nothing  to  do  with  v.  50,  81, 190, 192. 

Kaiser's   Double  -  Marriage  Helden-Geschiciue  j    cited,    iii. 

project,  iv.  308;  last  inter-  285 n. 

views  with  the  King  of  Po-  Hennert,  cited,  v.  124n. 

land,  V.  2,  20.  Henry  H.  of  England,  i.  121. 

Guhrauer,  cited,  ii.  279  n.  Henr}'  VIH.,  ii.  4. 

Gumbrecht,  i.  285.  Henry  IL  of  France,  i.  303. 

Gundling,  Jakob  Paul ,  and  his  Henry  IV.,  ii.  2 1 ,  26. 

sublime    long-eared   erudi-  Henry  IV.,  Kaiser,  i.  103. 

tion,  iii.  50;  Friedrich  Wil-  Henry  VH.,  Luxemburg  Kai- 

helm*s  rough  sport  with  him,  ser,  i.  170,  225;  poisoned  in 

iii.  53;  quarrels  with  Fass-  sacramental  wine,  i.  173;  his 

mann,  iii.  64;  strange  burial,  descendants,  i.  189. 

iii.  66.  Henry  the  Fowler,  beginning 

Gustaf  Adolf,  the  great,  i.  216;  of  German  Kings ,  i.  82;  his 

ii.  39, 40, 49, 50,  52.  six  Markgraviates,  i.  84;  a 

valiant  Son  of  Cosmos,  i.  86. 

Hacke's  wedding,  iv.  239;  his  Henry  the  Lion,  L  108, 121. 

advancement,  iv.  281,  286,  Herrenhausen,  iL  283. 

297 ;  V.  279 ;  letter  from  Fried-  Herstal,  v.  205. 

rich,  iv.  282.  Hervey,  Lord,  iii.  178. 

Halle,  University  of,  ii.  91 ;  con-  Hervey,  cited,  iii.  178n. 

troversy  with*  Wolf,  iii.  57;  Hesse,  poor  old,  iv.  149. 

the  Salzburg  Protestants  at,  Hildburghausen,  Prince  of,  v. 

iv.  270.  201. 

Hameln,  ii.  47.  Hildebrand,  Pope,  L  lOS. 

Hamersleben,  ii.  237.  Hille,  iv.  157, 159. 

Hanover,  Electorate  of,  i.  38;  Himmelst&dt,  iv.  158. 
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Histor^,    all,   an   imprisoned  Uormayr,  cited,  i.  170n.;  iv. 

Epic,  Psalm  and  Prophecy,  213 n. 

i.  25;   fleeting  rumours  of,  Horn,  cited,  i.  67  n. 

i.  102;  use  of,  iy.  247.  Hotham,  Sir  Charles,  English 

Hochstfidt,  ii.  88.  Envoy  to  Prussia,  iii.  240; 

Hof,  i.  183 ;  v.  58.  welcomed  at  Berlin ,  iii.  243 ; 

HohenstaimenDynasty,  i.  104;  dinner  with  the  King,  iii. 

tragic  end  of  the,  i.  150, 152.  244;  his  Despatches,  iii.  262; 

Hohenzollems,    the,    i.  115;  Double-Marriage  scheme  as 

Burggraves  of  Numberg,  i.  good  as  ended,  iii.  275,  277; 

122;  IV.  28;  a  thrifty,  sted-  amazing  interview  with  the 

fast,    clear-sighted   Ime   of  King,  iv.  1 ;  no  choice  but  to 

men,  i.  123,  149;  how  they  return  home,  iv.  7. 

obtained  Baireuth  and  Ans-  Hoym,  Graf  von,  iii.  296. 

pach,   i.   147,    148;    Burg-  Hubner,  cited,  i.  88n.;  v.  24n. 

graviate   made    hereditary,  Hungary  becomes  part  of  Aus- 

i.  150;  further  acquisitions,  tria,  i.  275. 

L  178;    become    connected  Hunger,  war  waged  by,  ii.  58. 

with  Brandenburg,    i.  182,  Huss,  i.  219,  224. 

204;   become  Kurliirsts,    i.  Hypocrites,  Sincere-,  ii.  202. 

229;  contrast  between  gui- 
dance and  no-guidance,    i.  j               *   iqq 

237;  not  worshipers  of  Beel-  jF°^^?' ^- r°-..  ,_^ 

zebub,  i.  238;  not  speckless  J^f/  ";  ^^^5  "V      -'  a,     .v. 

paragons  of  all  the  virtues.  Intellects,  female,  i    61;  the 

I.  242;  practical  notions  of  J?est  «ymptom  of  Intellect, 

Fairplky,  ii.  70;  the  Twelve  "'    ^65;    uttered    and   un- 

HohenzoUemElectors,ii.99;  f ^llf^.^^^^^'f'.  ^.^-  ^22; 

National  Drill-sergeants,  ii.  ^^Jf ^  ^^^  ^^/tT^PT°''iqI- 

143;  fine  taleilt  ^r  annihi-  t.  r    '*  t -^i^  •    t^l' M^^• 

latiilg  rubbish,  iv.21.     See  ^^^^  ^'^^^y^  ''  1/^;  ^l^'^y 

Brandenburg,  Prussia.  extinguishmg  its  Protestan- 

Holberg,  cited,  i.  31 7  n.  ,         •'•  \  11    -     ooa 

HoUe,  cited,  i.  146n.  J^^'  "•  193;  iv.  220. 

Holst^in,ii.l62,172;Holstein-  ^^.^<>^^-   See  Anne  of  Cour-. 

Beck,  Prince  of,  iii.  291.  i*^*^' 
Homer's  Iliad,  i.  26. 

Hompesch ,  Baron  von,  iii.  13.  Jaoobea  of  Baden,  ii.  16. 

Hopfgarten,  General,  and  his  Jagemdorf,  Duchy  of,  i.  275, 

complimentary  balderdash,  306,  334;  ii.  9,  55,  77;  iv.289. 

iv.  18.                  •  James  I.  of  England^  vL.^V^«s£>-, 

Hoppe,  cited,  iii.  164n.  4^. 

CerfyUf  Frederic  the  Great.  V*  ^ 
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James  Sobieski  of  Poland,  ii.  Johann  II.  Burggraf  of  Num- 

229.  berg,  i.  182,  204. 

Jandun,Duhande.  SeeDuhan.  Johann   Friedrich    the    Mag- 

Jaromierz,  iv.  289.  nanimous  taken  captive  by 

Jean  Paul,  i.  126.  Karl  V.,  i.  322,  326,  339;  iii. 

Jenkins,  Captain  Kobert,  scan-  287;  his  Wife,  ii.  6. 

dalous  treatment  of,  bythe  Johann   George,    Elector    of 

Spaniards,  iv.  150;  his  *Ear'  Saxony,  ii.  52. 

reemerges ,     and    produces  Johann  George  of  Jagemdorf, 

effects,  V.  228,  261.  ii.  9,  55. 

Jerome's,  St.,  method  of  scrip-  Johann  George ,  Seventh  Kur- 

ture  commentary,  i.  57.  fiirst,  i.  265;  ii.  2,  6;  Gera 

Jesuits,  iL  16,  26,  33,  42,44,  Bond,  i.  267;  with  Karl  V. 

233;  iii.  13;  v.  157.  at  the  siege  of  Wittenberg, 

Joachim  Ernst,  Markgraf,  ii.  I.  338;    a  prudent,   thrifty, 

43.  just-minded  Herr,  i.  840. 

Joachim    Friedrich,     Eighth  Jonann  King  ofBohemia,i.  189, 

Kurfurst,  i.  328,  341;  fairly  192;  death  on  the   field  of 

gets  hold  of  Preussen,  ii.  10 ;  Crecy,  i.  198. 

death,  ii.  12.  Johann  of  Custrin,  i.  386 . 

Joachim  1.,  Kur-Brandenburg,  Johann  of  Nepomuk,   i.  208; 

i.  262,  263,  282;  his  charac-  iv.  297. 

ter,  i.  314;   his  Protestant  Johann  Sigismund,  Ninth  Kur- 

Wife,  i.  315;  death-bed,  i.  furst,  ii.  10,  12;   interest  in 

319.  the  Cleve-Heritage ,   ii.  13; 

Joachim  II.,   Sixth  Kurfurst,  his  claims  disputed,  ii.  17; 

i.  321;    abhorrence  of  chi-  slaps  young  Pfalz-Neuburg's 

canery,  i.  326;  accident  to  face,  ii.  30;  gets  possession 

his  poor  Wife  in  the  Schloss  of  Prussia,  i.  38. 

of  Grimnitz,  i.  328;  gets  Co-  Johann  the  Alchemist,  i.  252. 

infeftment  in  Preussen,  i.  329;  Johanna  Elizabeth,    Wife  of 

Heritage-Brotherhood  with  Duke  of  Wiirtemberg,  iv.  42 ; 

theDi£eofLiegnitz,i.  330;  steadily   refuses   an  iniqui- 

stiff  debates  with  King  Fer-  tons  divorce,  iv.  44. 

dinand,    i.  334;    stanch  to  Johannes  Cicero ,  Fourth  Kur- 

the  great  cause  of  Protes-  furst,  i.  260. 

tantism,  i.  336 ;  on  good  terms  Johannes  of  Valencia,  i.  285. 

with  Karl  V.,  i.  338.  Johannes  Parricida,  i.  170. 

Joachimsthal   Gymnasium,   i.  John  Casimir,  King  of  Poland, 

328,  341.  ii.  66;  gives-up  the  Homage 

Jobst  of  Mfihren,  i.  193,  207,  of  Preussen,  ii.  66 ;  abdicates, 

212,214,217.  u.«8-,v,4. 
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John,  St.,  Hospitallers  of,  i.  1 33 ; 
iv.  167. 

John  the  Steadfast,  Kur-Sach- 
sen,  i.  280,  282. 

Johnson,  cited,  iii.  153n. 

Johnson,  Samuel,  i.  8,  61,  240; 
ii.  140,212;  iii  202. 

Jordan,  Charles  Etienne,  v. 
132,  135,  256. 

Jiilich,  ii.  5,  13,  64;  siege  of, 
ii.  25 ;  a  carpenter  o^  kid- 
napped, iii.  13.    See  Cleve. 

Justice,  love  of,  ii.  134;  iii.  3d; 
iv.  149 ;  persistence  in,  ii.  136, 
240;  iv.  222. 

Kaisbbs,  the  early,  i.  83, 103; 
three  futile  Kaisers,  i.  150; 
a  new  Kaiser,  i.  153;  a  con- 
tested Election,  i.  175;  seven 
Non-Hapsburg  Kaisers,  i. 
225. 

Kalkstein,  Baron  von,  kid- 
napped at  Warsaw,  ii.  80, 
201. 

Kalkstein,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
ii.  179,  201. 

Kamecke,  Frau  von,  ii.  109; 
letter  from  the  King,  iv.  79 ; 
defends  Wiihelmina  from  her 
Father's  violence,  iv.  86, 87. 

Kamken.    See  Kamecke. 

Kannegiesser,  iii.  163,  164, 
181, 195. 

Kanzler  von  Ludwig,  iv.  192. 

Kapp,  cited,  i.  306  n. 

Karl,  Duke  of  Brunswick,  iv. 
220;  V.  108,219. 

Karl,  Grand-Master  of  the 
Knights  of  St.  John,  iv.  167. 

Karl  Gustaf  of  Sweden,  i.  216; 
war  with  Poland,    ii.  65 , 


dream  of  a  new  Goth  Em- 
pire; death,  ii.  67. 

Karl  IV.,  Kaiser,  i.  188,  198, 
196, 226;  buys  Brandenburg, 
i.  202, 203, 

Karl  v..  Kaiser,  i.  274,  280, 
297,  302,307,333;  ii.  6;  iii. 
24;  at  the  siege  of  Metz, 
i.  303;  his  Sister  married  to 
Christian  II.  of  Denmark, 
i.  315 ;  triumph  at  Muhlberg, 
i.  322;  iii.  288;  his  haughty 
ways,  i.  324;  reverses  and 
abdication,  i.  327;  at  the 
siege  of  Wittenberg,  i.  338. 

Karl  VI.,  Kaiser,  i.  32;  ii.93, 
295,  310;  iv.  292;  his  feebly- 
virulent  quarrel  with  the 
Queen  of  Spain,  ii.  243;  a 
fearful  affair,  though  a  ludi- 
crous one,  ii.  244,  300,  312, 
330;  iii.  139;  converts  and 
marries  a  Protestant  Prin- 
cess, ii.  298;  iv.  214;  his 
Pragmatic  Sanction  in  favour 
of  Maria  Theresa,  ii.  804; 
iii.  144;  iv.  64,  232;  his 
Ostend  East -India  Com- 
pany, iL  309;  Congress  of 
Cambrai,  ii.  315;  Treaty  of 
Vienna,  ii.  320 ;  iv.  1 53 ;  sends 
Seckendorf  to  Berlin  to  snare 
Friedrich  Wilhebn,  iu.  22, 
1 42 ;  bribes  Grumkow,  iii.  26 ; 
high-sniffing  contempt  for 
Friedrich  Wilhelm,  iii.  28; 
a  treacherous  bargain,  iii.  80, 
161;  Congress  of  Soissons, 
iii.  139;  suspends  the  Duke 
of  Mecklenburg,  iii.  J 65;  a 
visitfromFriedrichWUbAVssv., 
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about  the  ceremonial,  iv.  285,  end  the  Crown-Prince  to  be 

290 ;    unceremonial    meet-  tried  by  Court-Martial,   iv. 

ings,  iv.  297;  what Friedrich  101;  Katte*s  iron  doom,  iv. 

thought  of  his  Father's  visit,  108;  piously  prepares  him- 

iv.  301;    attempt  to  resus-  self  to  die,  iv.  109;  last  words 

citate  the  Double-Marriage,  with  the  Prince ,  and  death, 

iv.  306;  V.  11;  interferes  in  iv.  112. 

the  Polish  Election ,  v.  26 ;  Katte ,      Lieutenant  -  General 

attacked  by  the  French,  v.  von,  v.  73, 112. 

36;  applies  to  the  Reich  for  Katte,  Rittmeister  von,  v.  26, 

help,  V.  45;  high  demands  32,34. 

onFriedrich  Wilhelm,  v.  101;  Katzbach,  the,  iv.  287 . 

second  Rhine-Campaign,  v.  Katzenellenbogen,  iv.  GG, 

102 ;  the  damages  ne  had  to  Kauf beuem,  iv.  266. 

pay,  V.  110;  fiulen  out  with  Kausler,  cited,  ii.  73  n. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm,  v.  114;  Kehl,  v.  36. 

declares    war    against    the  Keith,  General,  at  the  siege  of 

Turks,  V.  201 ;  disastrous  re-  Oczakow,  v.  200. 

suits,  V.  225 ;  shameful  Peace,  Keith,  Lieutenant,  iii.  107, 296; 

V.  259 ;  a  Kaiser  much  beg-  stationed  at  Wesel ,  iii.  209, 

garedanddisgraced,  V.  260.  296;  a  party  to  Friedrich's 

Karl  VII.,  Kaiser,  i.  183,  226.  projected  Flight,  iv.  33 ;  news 

Karl  Philip,  Kur  Pfalz,  ii.  228 ;  of  its  discovery  by  the  King, 

▼.  203;  runs-off  with  James  iv.  70;  escapes,  iv,   74,  81; 

Sobieski*s  Bride,  ii.  230;  be-  safe  in  England ,  iv.  82 ;  sen- 
comes  Pfaiz-Neuburg,  ii.  231 ;  tence,  iv.  107. 

tribulations  of  the  Heidel-  Keith,  Page,  iv.  35,  37;  will 

berg   Protestants,   ii.   232;  get  horses  for  Friedrich,  iv. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm's  visit,  iv.  56 ;  attempted  flight  at  Stein- 

49,  61 ;  his  Mistress,  iv.  175.  furth,  iv.  60;  confesses  all  to 

Katsch,  iii.  92.       •  the  Kin^,  iv.  62 ;  packed  into 

Katte,  Lieutenant,  iii.  107, 201 ;  the  Fusileer  Regiment,  iv. 

a  dangerous  companion  for  83. 

Friednch,  iii.  209,  297;  iv.  Kemeter,  v.  121. 

11 ;  Wilhelmina's  Miniature,  Kendal,  Duchess  of,  i.  194;  ii. 

iv.  12;  Friedrich's  projected  279;  iii.  87,  262;  iv.  106. 

Flight,  iv.  15,  32,  37;  news  Kepler,  ii.  34. 

of  his  Arrest,  iv.  76;  sends  Ker  of  Kersland,  ii.  279  n. 

Writing-desk  and  money  to  Kettlers,  the,  iv.  197. 

the  Queen,  iv.  78;  arrested,  Keyserling,  v.  14, 183, 178,257. 

iv.  79;  the  King's  ungovem-  Kielmannsegge ,  Graf  von,  v. 

able  rage ,  iv .  ^S ,  ^^  *,  ^«.\X&  'iAi . 
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King,  a,  without  the  trappings, 
i.  3;  Sham  Kingship,  L  10; 
the  True  King,  ii.  182, 138; 
worth  of,  ii.  144;  an  Econo- 
mist Kin^,  ii.  146;  a  Consti- 
tutional King)  ii*  281 ,  iii.  85 ; 
a  Working  King,  iii.  10;  v. 
232;  an  Absolute  King,  iii. 
89;  a  Kingly  Fight  lost  to 
the  world,  iii.  178;  Modem 
Kings,  V.  282. 

Kirkman,  James,  the  Irish 
Giant,  iii.  5,  8 ;  ▼.  284. 

Kladrup,iv.  291. 

Klinggraf,  iv.  193. 

Kloss,  cited,  i.  99  n. 

Knobelsdorf,  v.  62,  132,  255. 

Knut,  i.  88. 

Knyphausen,  iii.  131,  190,  231, 
264,  271 ;  iv.  95. 

Koch,  iv.  193. 

Kdhler,  cited,  i.  82  n.,  84 n., 
103n.,  145n.,  247n. 

K6hler,i.  84n.,  173n. 

Kolm  Battle,  iv.  294. 

Kolitz,  V.  202. 

Kdln,  Clement  August,  Kur- 
fiirst  of,  iv.  69,  188;  famed 
old  City  of,  iv.  73. 

KSnigsberg,  i.  78, 137, 288;  iL 
74;  University  of,  i.  299; 
Burgermeister  of,  seized  in 
open  Hedi,  ii.  80;  Stanislaus 
at,  V.  107. 

Konigsmark  tragedy,  the,  i.  39. 

Konigseck,  Graf  von,  v.  41. 

K6ppen,  Lieutenant,  ii.  168. 

Krdcher,  Colonel,  iv.  18. 

Kunersdorf,  iv.  180. 

Kunz  von  Kauffungen,  i.  255; 
iv.  20. 

Kurfursts  and  their  function, 


i.  109;  the  Twelve  Hohen- 
zoUem,  ii.  99. 
Kurt,  iv.  95. 

Lacbetelle,  cited,  ii.  289  n. 

Lacy,  Marshal,  v.  29, 104. 

Lange,  iii.  58. 

Latin,  learning,  ii.  204.  See 
Education. 

Lausitz,  i.  84,  88. 

Law,  the  Finance-Wizard,  ii. 
187,  288. 

Lecouvreur,  Adrienne,  iii.  115; 
V.  160. 

Lediard,  cited,  iii.  167. 

Leibnitz,  cited,  i.  85  n. 

Leibnitz,  i.  39;  Leibnitzian 
justification  of  the  ways  of 
Gfod,*  i.  44;  sage  Leibnitz, 
a  rather  weak  but  hugely  in- 
genious old  gentleman,  i.  54, 
55,60;  ii.  279. 

Leipzig,  iv.  19. 

Leo  X.,  Pope,  i.  262. 

Leon,  Herr  von,  ii.  247. 

Leopold,  Archduke,  at  the 
Siege  of  Julich,  ii.  25. 

Leopold,  Bichard's,  Duke  of 
Austria,  a  man  with  some 
stuffinhim,  i.  128. 

Leopold,  Kaiser,  i.  70;  ii.  02, 
77, 83,  295. 

Leopold  of  Anhalt-Dessau,  i. 
35,106,181;  ii.  88,  117,168, 
224;  iii.  47,  58;  a  rugged 
practical  man,  of  dreaoM 
impetuosity,  ii.  119,  125; 
Fos*8 Daughter,  ii.  119;  kills 
a  Cousin  of  hers,  and  mar- 
ries her,  ii.  121;  inventor  of 
modenv  TD\\\\»r^  \»sdCv^'a»^'^- 
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marshal  of  the  Prussian 
Armies,  ii.  123;  at  Blenheim; 
Bridge  ofCassano;  Lines  of 
Turin,  ii.  123:  iv.37;  at  the 
Siege  of  Stralsund,  iL  168; 
challenges  Grumkow,  iii.  20; 
leaves  him  and  the  Court  in 
disgust,  iii.  20;  at  King  Au- 
gustus Camp  of  Radewitz,  iii. 
291;  takes  Mdrs  Castle,  iv. 
-  74;  favours  Friedrich  at 
Custrin,  iv.  104,  121,  206; 
assists  in  his  military  studies, 
iv.  248;  sends  the  King  tall 
recruits,  iv.  282;  the  Rhine 
Campaign,  v.  47,  76,  104; 
visits  the  French  Camp,  v. 
84;  with  theKingatBelgard, 
V.  246;  at  his  death,  v.  279; 
interview  with  King  Fried- 
rich,  V.  285. 

Lepel,  Major-General,  iv.  162. 

Leuthen,  Battle  of,  i.  11. 

Lewin,  iv.  289. 

Lichtenberg,  i.  319. 

Lichtenstein,  Prince  von,  v.  69, 
101. 

Lie,  a,  i.  14,  21 ;  galvanised,  i. 
296.  See  Fiction,  Mendacity. 

Liege,  Bishop  of,  v.  205. 

Liegnitz,  Duke  of,  i.  270, 284, 
291;  Heritage-Brotherhood 
with  Joachim,  i.  330;  what 
comes  of  it,  ii.  76 ;  the  town 
of,  iv.  287. 

Ligne,  Prince  de,  i.  239. 

Linger,  iv.  121. 

Lintz,  ii.  34. 

Lippe-Biickeburg,  v.  215,  221. 

Literature,  romantic  appetite 
for,  ii.  264;  literary  fame, 
ii.  57 ;  v.  1S7  •,  BooV-^^mSiTv^^ 


of  two  kinds ,  iii.  60 ;  v.  223 ; 
something  grander  than  ail 
literatures,  v.  168;  Fried- 
rich's  literary  attainments, 
V.  230.  See  Newspaper, 
Review-articles. 

Lithuania,  v.  241. 

Locke,  V.  154. 

Loo,  Palace  of,  v.  210. 

Lorraine ,  Leopold  Joseph, 
Duke  of,  iii.  147;  Charjks, 
iii.  149;  Franz  Stephen,  iii. 
149;  iv.  127,  231;  v.36,  111; 
visits  Potsdam,  iv.  238,  244; 
atKolitz,  V.  202;  end  of  Turk 
War,  V.  259 ;  Karl  of,  iii.  149 ; 
Lorraine  taken  by  the 
French,  V.  37, 110. 

Lothar,  Kaiser,  i.  104, 108. 

Lottum,  Count,  ii.  187. 

Louis  XIV.,  ii.  62,  71,  73,  76, 
88,  161,  233,  296;  death  of, 
ii.  92 ;  bankrupt  condition  of, 
ii.  163. 

Louis  XV.,  i.  188;  ii.  819,  821; 
V.24. 

Louis  Ferdinand,  ii.  293;  v. 
278. 

Louis,  Fort,  v.  53. 

Louisa  of  Nassau-Orange,  Wife 
of  the  Great  Kurfurst,  ii.  74, 
77. 

Louisa  of  Prussia,  v.  192. 

Louisa  Ulrique,  ii.  184,  293. 

Ludwig  IV.,  Bavarian  Kaiser, 
i.  175,  225. 

Ludwig,  Bavarian  Kurfurst  of 
Brandenburg,  i.  186;  mar- 
ries Margaret  Maultasche, 
i.  190 ;  will  not  be  turned  out, 
i.  199;  retires  to  Bavaria  and 
the  Tyrol,  i.  201. 
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Ludwig,  Kurfurst,  the  Koman,  Mannheim,    Karl    Philip   re- 

i.  201 .  moves  his  Court  to,  ii.  239 . 

Ludwig  07me  Haul,  the  last  Mannstein,  cited,  ii.  192  n. 

King  of  Hungary,  i.  274, 331.  Mansion-House,  the,  v.  261. 

Ludwig Kudolf,  Duke  of Bruns-  Manteufei,  v.  182. 

wick-Wolfenbiittel,  iv.  216.  Marburg  and  its  Teutsch  Rit- 

Ludwigsburgjiv.  42.  ters,    i.    143;    Wolf   finds 

Luiscius  of  the  One  Razor,  y.  shelter  at,  iii.  59. 

206 .  Margaret  Maultasche ,  i.  1 90. 

Luise,  Princess  of  Orange,!.  64.  Marheineke,  cited,  i.  281  n. 

Luther,  i.  144,  258,  272,  318  n. ;  Maria  Eleonora,  Wife  of  Albert 

iv.  18;  visited  by  Markgraf  Friedrich  of  Preussen,  ii.  4, 

George,  i.  278;   by  Hoch-  8,12. 

meister  Albert,  i.  293;  opi-  Maria  Theresa,  i.  18;  ii.  304, 

nion  of  the  Teutsch  Ritters,  324;    iii.  149;    iv.  127;  ru- 

i.  295;  visited  by  Elizabeth  mourof  Marriage  with Fried- 

of  Brandenburg,  i.  320;  his  rich,  iii.  298;    iv.   218;   to 

Bible,  ii.  1 1 6 ;  Hymn,  ii.  1 25 ;  marry  the  Duke  of  Lorraine, 

at  Coburg  during  the  Diet  of  iv.  232. 

Augsburg,  iv.  24.  '  Marienburg,  i.  136, 185. 

Liitzen,  iv.  20.  Markgrafs,  origin  of,  i.  86. 

LuxemburgKaisers,  1.170, 174.  Marlborough,  i.  35,  71;  ii.  23, 

Lyttelton,    Sir    Thomas,     at  88,  124;  his  dextrous  man- 

Lorraine,iii.  146;  atSoissons  agement,  ii.   92;    how   the 

during  theCongress,  iii.  150;  English  treated  him,  ii.  93, 

in  the  Ministry,  iii.  158;  in  296;  his  last  days,  iv.  37. 

Opposition,  v.  71 .  Marwitz,  Demoiselle,  v.  92,  93. 

Matinies  du  Rot  de  Prusse,  an 
impudent  pamphlet  of  for- 

Macchiavel,  v.  235.  geries,  i.  238. 

Magdeburg,  i.  161,  284;  ii.  49,  Maud,  Empress,  i.  105. 

57,  72, 136,  237.     See  Chris-  Maupertuis,  M.  de,  v.  213. 

tian  Wilhelm  of.  Maurice,  Count,  iii.  115. 

Magnetic     Mountains,     the,  Mauvillon,  cited,ii.  176n.;  v. 

pulling,  ii.  282.  220  n. 

Maillebois,  Marshal,  v.  39.  Max,  Kaiser,  i.  258,  270,  287. 

Maintz,  Archbishops  of,  i.  141,  Maximilian  Duke  of  Bavaria, 

154,  173.     See  Albert  Arch-  ii.  23,  27,  33,  41,  45, 49, 59. 

bishop  of.  Mecklenburg,  i.   112;   ii.  49, 

Malplaquet,  Battle  of,  i.  36;  172;  unparalleled  Duke  and 

bloodiest  of  obstinate  fights.  Duchess  of,  ii.  191 ;   iii.  292 ; 

ii.89.  iv.    11%\   \}£ia  \i\iiJ^^  ^«^^- 
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government  and  suspension, 
iii.  164, 191;  their  Daughter, 
V.  220,  263. 

Meiningen ,  Dowager  Duchess 
of,  iv.  196. 

Menckenius,  cited,  i.  141  n. 

Mendacity,  the  feliest  sort  of, 
ii.  131,  202.     See  Lie. 

Mentzel,  cited,  i.  129  n. 
Mephistopheles,  ii.  295. 
Meran,  i.  146. 
Mercy,  Graf  von,  v.  40. 
Metz,  Siege  of,  i.  303. 
Meuselwitz,  iv.  19. 
Michaelis,  cited,  i.  99  n. 
Minden,  ii.  237 ;  iv.  264. 
Milan,  v.  38. 
Military  tactics,   modern,    ii. 

122;  military  studies,  iv.  248. 
Militcdr  Lexikon,  ii.  178  n. 
Minnesctnger^  Manesse*s,  i.  152, 

161. 
Mirabeau,   i.    4,    9,    17;    his 

Grandfather,  ii.  124;  cited, 

i.  5n. 
Mirepoix,  Bishop  of,  v.  161. 
Mirow,  KarlLudwig  Friedrich, 

Prince  of,  V.  184, 190. 
Misnia,  i.  84,  87. 
Mist,  cited,  iii.  141  n. 
Mistovoi,  King  of  the  Wends, 

i.  99, 100. 
Miibelehnung  of  Preussen,   i. 

329. 
Mohacz,  Battle  of,  i.  275. 
Montbail,  Dame  de,  i.  43;  ii. 

109. 
Montemar,  Duke  of,  v.  89. 
MontesQuieu,  iii.  239;  v.  144. 
Monthoheu,  iv.  95. 
Moote^  Dr.ji.  5. 


Moritz of  Saxony,  i.  301,  305, 

323,327;  iii.  287. 
MOrs,  iv.  73. 
Mosel,  General,  iv.  80. 
Mosheim,  v.  13;  cited,  v.  15  n. 
Miihlberg,  Camp  of,  iii.  237, 

285., 
Miihldorf,  Fight  of,  1 75. 
Muller,  Chaplain,  andLieute- 

nantKatte,  iv.  109 ;  waits  on 

the  Crown-Prince,   iv.   116, 

122. 
Miinchow,  President,  iv.  104, 

159. 
Miinnich,  General,  v.  33,  72, 

74,108,199,225. 
Mylius,  iv.  107. 

Nachod,  iv.  289. 

Nadir  Shah,  V.  261. 

Nanke,  cited,  i.  249  n. 

Nantes,  Edict  of,  ii.  69,  109, 
114. 

Naples,  V.  38. 

Napoleon,  i.  10,22,111,124, 
297 ;  ii.  75. 

National  dry-rot,  ii.  132;  Eco- 
nomics, li.  133,  146;  Drill- 
sergeants,  ii.  143. 

Natzmer,  Captain,  the  Prussian 
Recruiter,  iii.  91;  Natzmer 

,  Junior  and  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
raine, iv.  127. 

Nauen,  iv.  279. 

Nepomuk.     See  Johann  of. 

Neumark,  i.  109, 159,  213,  244, 
249. 

Newspaper  editing,  iii.  63; 
newspaper  rumour,  iv.  277. 

Newton,  ii.  279;  v.  155. 

Nicoiai,  cited,  i.  67n.;  159n.; 
m.*i^Vsv,\  v(»  124  n. 
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Nicolai,  iii.  201 ;  iv.  116, 124n., 

158. 
Nimburg,  iv.  293. 
Nimwegen,  Peace  of,  ii.  76. 
Ninon  ae  TEnclos,  ii.  68. 
Noailles,  Mar^chal,  v.  42;  at 

the  Siege  of  Philipsburg,  ▼. 

54. 
Noltenius,  ii.  253. 
Nordlingen,  iv.  266. 
Norris,  Admiral,  iv.  82. 
Norroy,  i.  86. 
Number^,  i.  123;  iv.  28,  269. 

See  Friedrich  Burggraf  of. 
Nussler,  iii.  195;  iv.  192. 

Obedienoe,  iv.  103. 

Oberg,  Baron  von,  v.  217,  254. 

Oczakow,  Siege  of,  v.  1 99. 

Oliva,  Peace  of,  ii.  68. 

Olmutz.     SeeWentzel. 

Oppeln.  i.  277,  335. 

Orange,   Princess  of,    i.  64; 

Prince  of,  v.  70,  87,  210,  213. 
Oranienburg,  ii.  77. 
Orlamiinde,  iv.  22. 
Orleans,   Regent  d*,   iL  288, 

317;  V.  149,  151. 
Orlich,  cited,  v.  97n, 
Orseln,  Werner  von,  i.  185. 
Orzelska,  Countess,   iii.  103, 

112,292,294. 
Osiander,  Dr.,  i.  293,  298. 
Osnabruck,     Ernst     August, 

Bishop  of,    i.  52;    iii.   83; 

his  death,  iii.  164. 
Ostend  East-India  Company, 

Karl  VI.'s,  ii.  809. 
Otto,  Duke  of  Meran,  slain, 

i.  146. 
Otto  III. ,  Elector  of  Branden- 
burg, i.  137. 


Otto  III. ,  last  of  *  Saxon  Kai- 
sers,' i.  92, 96. 

Otto  of  Stettin,  Duke,  Burial 
of,  i.  250. 

Otto,  last  Bavarian  Elector  of 
Brandenburg,  i.  202. 

Otto  with  the  Arrow,  i.  161. 

Ottocar,  Kins  of  Bohemia, 
i.  137 ;  scandalous  plight  be- 
fore Hudolf  of  Hapsburg, 
i.  156.  ^ 

Oxenstiern,  ii.  53.  ' 

Pannewitz,  Colonel,  iv.  79. 

Panzendorf,  ii.  253. 

Papistry,  ii.  204,  240;  the  Ca- 
tnoiic  Bull  taken  by  the  tail 
and  taught  manners,  ii.  263; 
a  Papist  conversion ,  ii.  299 ; 
absolution,  v.  22.  See  Popes. 

Park,  cited,  v.  253  n. 

Parliament,  reduced  to  its 
simplest  expression,  iii.  40, 
42;  Constitutional  Parlia- 
ments, iii.  43;  English,  iii. 
45,  261;  iv.  194;  a  Female 
Parliament,  iii.  216. 

Passau,  Peace  of,  i.  303. 

Pauli,  cited,  i.  99  n. 

Paul  of  Russia,  iv.  296. 

Pedants,  learned,  ii.  204;  iii. 
50. 

Penalties,  i.  309. 

Perry,  Alderman,  v.  228. 

Pesne's  Portraits,  i.  147,  180, 
182;  iv.  274;  at  Reinsberg, 
V.  129. 

Peter,  Czar,  ii.  155,  283;  visits 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  at  Berlin, 
ii.  185 ;  the  strangest  mixture 
of  heroic  vlTt>\"fc  ^cAXsroSsiS^ 


r» 
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at  Magdeburg,  ii.  191;  his        248;  Partition  of,  i.  249;  ii. 

physiognomy,  ii.  195.  68;   v.   1;    an   'Aristocratic 

Peter's  St.,  Church  at  Berlin,        Republic,'  ii.  4;  v.  23,  26; 

burnt  down,  iii.  281.  Polish  Chivalry,    ii.    68;    a 

Petitot,  cited,  v.  37  n.  Polish  Election,  v.  26. 

Pfalz-Neuburg,  Wolfgang Wil-  PoUnitz,  cited,  i.  62 n. ;  ii.97n.; 
helm,  li.  15,  20;  claims  the        jii  197 n 

SlfriunnpS*^;:  \^WZ'  PsU^it^.  "i-  3*.  ^8;  v.  203  n., 
face  slapped,   u.  30;   con-        n.i  o7a 

ference  with  the  Great  Kur-  ^^^'^^'. 

furst,  ii.  64;  his  Grandson  Pomerama,  i.  112,  250;  ii.  47, 

lO&l  Philip,  ii.  231.  1^3 ;  divided  by  Sweden ,  ii. 

Pfanner,  cited,  ii.  31.  63,  76. 

Pfeifel,  cited,  ii.  309  n.  Pompadour,  i.  194. 

Philip  ofHessen,  i.  143,  145,  Pope,  v.  154. 

282,  322 ;  entra|>ped  by  Karl  Popes,  the  Avignon,  i.  1 70,  1 72, 

v.,  i.  324.  179;  the  Pope   prays  for  a 

Philippina  Charlotte,  ii.  292;        good    quarrel    among    the 

iv.  135;   V.  10;   wedded  to        Heretics,  iii.  188.    SeeBoni- 

Karl  of  Brunswick,  iv.  220;        face,  Hildebrand,   Leo  X.. 

V.  17;  their  Sons,  v.  219.  Papistry. 

Philips,  the  English  Groom,  v.  PoTta,  Baptista,  ii.  35  n. 

275.  Potsdam  Giants,  Friedrich 
Philipsburg,  Siegeof,  V.42,  51.  Wilhelm's,  iii.  3;  iv.  250; 
Phillmiore,  cited,  iii.  153  n.  their  last  service,  v.  284. 

Pictures,  ii.  180, 181, 182.  Poyntz,  Stephen,  iii.  141. 

Pillau,  iv.  145;  v.  245.  PrsBtorius,  General,  v.  189. 

Pine,  John,  the  English  En-  Prag,  ii.  33,  52;  iv.  290,  294, 

graver,  v.  233.  297. 

Pitt,  William,  v.  262.  Pragmatic  Sanction,  Karl  VI.'s, 
Plantagenet Kings,  Mother  of        ii.  304;  iii.  141 ;  iv.  64, 155. 

our,    i.    104;    their    family  Predestination,  iv.  97,  165. - 

name ,  i.  1 12 ;  worth  to  Eng-  Preuss,  cited,  i.  29  n. ;  ii.  1 13  n. ; 

land,  ii.  145.  iii.  1  n. 

Plassenburg,  Castle  of,  i.  125,  Preuss,  ii.  113  n. 

146,269,806.  Preussen.     See  Prussia. 

Platen,  General  von,  v.  246.  Pride  of  place,  the  last  thing 
Plotz,  iv.  280.  that  deserts  a  sinking  house 

Poet,  the  highest,  the  fittest        i.  290.  ' 

Historian,  i.  26.  Primogenitmre ,  Law  of,  i.  267 
Poland,  edgingitaelf  into  the        841;iv.  21.  ' 

territories  ofP  luaaia ,  \.  ^'^  ^  'Yrisaj&s.y^.  \^^ , 
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Prinzenraub,  Little  Albert  of  Quantz,    the    Saxon   Music- 
the,  ii.  Id.  master,  iii.  201. 

Priort,  iv.  313 ;  v.  99.  Queens,  the  average  of,  v.  192. 

Promethean  conquests,  i.  283.  Quitzow,  Dietrich  von,  i.  232. 

Protestant  Refugees,  ii.  14,  69 ; 

Protestant  Germany,  ii.  41;  Radewitz,  Camp  of,  iii.  237, 
*  enlightened  Protestantism,'        285 . 

ii.  112,  253;  the  Heidelberg  Radzivil,  i.  229. 

Protestants,  ii.  227;  Birth-  Ramen,  iii.  216,  223. 

place  of  Protestantism,   iv.  Ramrods,  iron,  ii.  122. 

18 ;  the  Salzburg  Protestants,  RanfFt,  cited,  iv.  74  n. 

iv.  141,  255.     See  Reforma-  Ranke,  cited,  iii.  295  n.,  296  n. 

tion.  Rastadt,  ii.  93. 

Prussia,  early  condition  of,  i.  Rathenau,  ii.  72. 

90;  a  vehemently  Heathen  Ratibor,  i.  277,  335. 

Country,  i.  91;  attempts  at  Ravaillac,  ii.  26. 

Conversion,  i.  93 ;  brought  ta  Reality,  worth  of,  ii.  135.  See 
terms  by  the  Teutsch  Ritters,        Fact, 

i.  133,  184;  West  Preussen  Rebecca,  the,  boarded  by  the 
cut  away  by  the  Polish  sword,        Spaniards,  iv.  1 5 1 . 

i.  248;  how  East  Preussen  Reform,  Administrative,  ii.  128. 

came  into  the  HohenzoUem  Refonnation,  the,  Markgraf 
Family,  i.  287 ;  Mitbelehnung,  George  in  the  great  business 
i.  329 ;  a  troublesome  Aristo-  of,  i.  278;  the  Event  of  the 
cracy,  ii.  3;  tamed-down  by  Sixteenth  Century,  i.  308;  ii. 
George  Friedrich,  ii'.  9;  pos-  20;  fatal  consequences  of  re- 
sessions  in  the  Rhine  Coun-  jecting,  i.  311;  symptoms  of 
try,  ii.  37,  64;  freed  from  theThirty-Years  War,ii.  22; 
Homage  to  Poland,  ii.  6Q,  68 ;  George  Wilhelm's  perplexi- 
invaded  by  the  Swedes,  ii.        ties,  ii.  39. 

73;     Kingdom    of  Prussia  Rehback,  Jakob,  i.  187. 

contrasted  with  Westphalia,  Reichartsbronn,  Abbey  of,  i. 
ii.    90    (see   Friedrich   I.);         141. 

dawning  of  a  new  day  for  Reichenbach,  iii.  219;  his 
Prussia,  ii.  128,  202;  Salz-  Cipher-Correspondence  with 
burg  Protestants  in,  iv.  262.  Grumkow,  iii.  250,  262,  266; 
See  JBrandenburg.  his  recall,  iii.  275, 276. 

Pufendorf,  cited,  ii.  80n.,  71  n.  Reinsberg,  iv.  206;  v.  19, 123; 

Putter,  cited,  ii.  238  n.  Friedrich's  Mansion  at,  v. 

Pytheas,  i.  79,  91.  121, 126. 
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Rentsch,  cited,  i.  1 1 4  n.  humiliation  of  King  Ottocar, 

Rentzel,  ii.  207.  i.  166;  unlovely  posterity,  i. 

Reuss,  Counts  von,  i.  1 47 .  167. 

Beview-articles,  i.   139.     See  Rugen,  Isleof,  ii.  168. 

Literature.  Rupert,  Kaiser  Kur-Pfalz,  i. 

Rhadamanthus,  not  so  well  in-  214,  226. 

formed  as  he  mieht  be,  iv.  96.  Ruppin,  iv.  206, 245 ;  v.  12 1 . 

Richard  Coeur-de-Lion  and  the  Rutowski,  iii.  103. 

Siege  of  Acre,  i.  128, 140.  Ryswick,  Peace  of,  ii.  233. 
Richard   of  Cornwall,    sham 

Kaiser,  i.  151, 154.  Sachsen-Medobgen,  Duchess 

Riesbeck,  cited,  i.  119  n.;  iv.  of,  iv.  196. 

157  n.  Salmon,  cited,  iii.  76  n. 

Ripperda,  Duke  de,  ii.  318;  iii.  Salzburg     Protestants,      the. 

75, 1 5 1 .  Friedrich  Wilhelm*s  interest 

Ritter,  Doris,  iv.  95.  in,   iv.  141;   v.  241;    Enii- 

Robinson,  Sir  Thomas,  iiL  141 ;  .      eration  of,  iv.  255;  the  Salz- 

iv.  1 53, 155,  307.  burg  Country,  iv.  256. 

Rochow,  Lieutenant -Colonel,  Salzd&lum,  v.  12.   ' 

iv.    17,    32,    39;    prevente  Salzwedel,  i.  84, 87, 109. 

Friedrich*8  Flight,  iv.  59,  84.  Samson,  Abbot,  i.  1 13. 

Rddenbeck,  cited,  ii.  131  n.;  Samson  Agonistes,  i.  8. 

iv  56  n.  Sardinia,  v.  37. 

R6der,  General,  v.  49.  Satan's  Livisible-World,  i.  175. 

Rodolfll.,  Kaiser,  ii.  24, 27.  Sauerteig   on   Ideal   History, 

Rohan,  Due  de,  and  Voltaire,  i.  24;  on  Purity  in  the  Rela- 

V.  151.  tion  of  the  Sexes,  iii.  107; 

Rohwedel,  iv.  126.  on  Friedrich  and  Voltaire, 

Rollm,  V.  144.  V.  145. 

Roloif,  Provost,  v.  268, 271 .  Savage,  cited,  ii.  62 n. 

Rosbach,  Battle  of,  i.  11.  Savage's,  Mr.,  Compleat  His- 

Rostock,  ii.  49.  tory  of  Germany^  ii.  62  n. 

Rothenburg,   Count,  and  his  Saxe,  Mar^chal  de,    iii.  115; 

French  fashions,  ii.  152;  iv.  iv.  198;  v.  54. 

33.  Saxony,    Elector   of,    clfdms 

Rottembourg,  Count  de ,  v.  85.  Cleve,  ii.  18, 27. 

Roucoulles,  Dame  de,  i.  43 ;  ii.  Scepticism,  i.  55. 

109.  Schellenberg,  ii.  23 ;  iv.  36. 

Rudiger  von  Manesse,   cited,  Schiller,  i.  26, 28 ;  iv.  296. 

i.  161.  SchlSzer,  cited,  V.  88  n. 

^If  of  Hapsburg,  i.  137,  Schlubhut   hanged   for  theft, 

;  elected  Kaiser,  i.  153;  iv.  142;  v.  271. 
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Schmalkaldic  War,  the,  i.  321, 
838. 

Schmettau,  Count  von,  v.  85. 

Scholl,  cited,  ii.  233  n. 

Schdning,  Madam,  iv.  174. 

Schulenburg,  Fieldmarshal,  iii. 
86;  Lieutenant-General ,  iv. 
106,  189,  286,  297;  v.  50, 
266;  his  account  ofFriedrich 
at  Custrin,  iv.  171. 

Schwartz,  Monk,  i.  193. 

Schwartzburg,  Princess  of,  v. 
187, 190. 

Schwartzenbergs,  the,  of  Aus- 
tria, ii.  50. 

Schwedt,  Margraves  of,  ii.  223 ; 
iii.  19, 121;  iv.  137;  the  Mo- 
ther Margravine,  iii.  224; 
iv.  137,  200;  Heinrich,  iv. 
253. 

Schweinfurt,  ii.  72. 

Schwerin,  Colonel  von,  iii.  166, 
192;  iv.  95, 121. 

Schwiebus,  Circle  of,  ii.  84. 

Sciences,  the,  or  Technologies, 
iv.  247. 

Scoundrelism ,  one  of  the 
crowning  summits  of,  i.  172. 

Secchia,  surprisal  of  the,  v.  41. 

Seckendorf,  cited,  i.  318  n.; 
m.  27 n. 

Seckendorf,  ii.  141,  166,  179; 
arrives  at  Berlin,  ii.  331 ;  iii. 
23  (see  Grumkow);  a  stiff- 
backed,  petrified,  inscrutable 
old  Intriguer,  iii.  32, 176 ;  an 
offence  to  Queen  Sophie, 
iii.  68, 189 ;  present  at  Pried- 
rich's  attempted  Flight,  iv. 
59,  60,  69,  74;  negotiates  his 
Marriage,  iv.  224  ;letter  from 
Friedrich,iv.  283 ;  negotiates 


Friedrich  Wilhelm's  visit  to 
the  Kaiser,  iv.  284;  the  visit, 
iv.  304;  tries  to  resuscitate 
the  Double-Marriage,  iv. 
306;  V.  11;  a  ride  with  the 
King,  iv.  313;  v.  99;  at  the 
Rhine  Campaign,  v.  73,  96, 
104;  quits  Berlin,  v.  95; 
Commander-in-chief  against 
the  Turks,  v.  201 ;  a  prisoner 
in  the  Fortress  of  Gr&tz, 
V.  224. 

Seckendorf  Junior,  v.  96. 

Seehausen,  iv.  273. 

Senning,  Major  von,  ii.  207 j 
V.  182. 

Seville,  Treaty  of,  iii.  142;  iv. 
153. 

Seyfart,  cited,  v.  273  n. 

Seyfarth,  cited,  v.  63  n. 

Shakspeare,  i.  26. 

Shams,  hatefulness  of,  ii.  134. 

Sibylla,  Wife  of  Johann  Fried- 
nch,  ii.  5, 18. 

Sicilian  Vespers,  i.  152. 

Sigismund  1.  King  of  Poland, 
1.  291,  295,  296,  329. 

Sigismund,  Kurfurst  of  Bran- 
denburg and  King  of  Hun- 
gary, i.  205,  207,  209,  214, 
226 ;  becomes  Kaiser,  i.  217 ; 
Council  of  Constance,  219, 
224,  273. 

Silence,  value  of,  v.  232. 

Silesia,  Prussian  claims  on, 
ii.  58,  77,  84,  823 ;  iv.  288. 

Sinzendorf,  Cardinal,  Bishop 
of  Bamberg,  iv.  26. 

Sinzendorf,  Hof-Kanzler  Count 
von,  iv.  296. 

Slave,  etymology  oi^x.*^\. 
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king,  iii.  42 ;  on  Modern  Di- 
plomacy, iii.  305;  Voltaire's 
Biographers,  v.  154. 

Sobieski,  King,  ii.  230. 

Soissons,  Congress  of,  iii.  140. 

Solitude  of  Soul,  iv.  204. 

SoUtl,  cited,  ii.  40  n. 

Sonsfeld ,  Madam ,  ii.  286 ;  iii. 
216;  iv.  77,86,  131. 

Sophie  Charlotte,  Friedrich's 
Grandmother,  i.  38;  ii.  96; 
her  love  for  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm,  i.  49;  her  death-bed, 
i.  51;  she  and  her  Mother 
shrewd,  noticing,  intelligent 
women ,  i.  54 ;  her  philoso- 
phical reunions,  i.  55;  her 
symbolic  pinch  of  snuff,  i.  76. 

Sophie  Dorothee,  Friedrich's 
Mother,  i.  37,  45;  ii.  96, 167; 
her  husband's  confidence  in 
her,  ii.  165,  227;  iii.  18; 
iv.  100;  her  reception  of  the 
Czarina  Catherine,  ii.  190, 
193;  her  love  for  Fritz,  ii. 
261;  iii.  201;  Double-Mar- 
riage scheme,  ii.  260,  275, 
282,  329;  her  English  Pen- 
sion, ii.  280;  secret  Cor- 
respondence with  her  poor 
Mother,  ii.  289;  iii.  71;  un- 
expected birth  of  Princess 
Amelia,  ii.  290;  surrounded 
by  intrigues  and  treachery, 
iii.  1 7 ;  Seckendorf  an  offence 
to  her,  iii.  68;  difficulties  be- 
coming insuperable,  iii.  70; 
visit  of  August  of  Saxony, 
iii.  113;  persistence  in  the 
Double -Marriage  scheme, 
iii.  123, 158,  221 ;  a  pressing 
message  &om  the  lung,  iii. 


214,  221;  her  Female  Par- 
liament, iii.  216;  a  bed  of 
sickness  the  one  refuge  left, 
iii.  222,  238;  proposes  Fried- 
rich  of  Baireuth  for  Wil- 
helmina,  iii.  225;  not  a  per- 
fectly wise  Mother,  iii.  230; 
Dr.  Villa  sent  express  to 
England,  iii.  232;  joyful 
news  about  the  Double- 
Marriage,  iii.  246;  grievous 
disappointment ,  iii.  281 ;  iv. 
11;  news  of  her  Son's  arrest, 
iv.  76 ;  receives  his  Writing- 
desk  from  Katte ,  iv.  77 ;  de- 
livers it  to  the  King,  filled 
with  fictitious  letters ,  iv.  86 ; 
terror  for  her  Son's  life,  iv. 
122;  will  not  give-up  the 
English  Marriage,  iv.  130; 
anger  at  Wilhelmina,  iv.  184, 
136,  139,  202,  204;  v.  8,  60; 
her  opinion  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  iv.  138;  interest  in 
the  Salzburg  Protestants,  iv. 
274;  contempt  for  her  Son's 
Bride,  v.  10, 14;  the  King's 
Death,  v.  279. 

Sophie  Dorothee  Maria,  ii.  293 ; 
V.  51,60. 

Sophie  Dorothee  of  Hanover, 
1.  39;  thirty-years  imprison- 
ment, i.  40;  ii.  277,  289; 
iii.  72;  her  Will,  iii.  162. 

Sophie,  Electress,  i.  38;  ii.  94, 
276;  iii.  163. 

Sophie  Louisa,  third  Wife  of 
King  Friedrich  I.,  ii.  96 ;  her 
dreary  orthodoxy,  ii.  96; 
madniess  and  death,  ii.  99. 

Spaen,  Lieutenant,  iv.  89, 95. 
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Spandau ,  Commandant  of,  ii. 
60. 

Spanish  ^Protestantism,*  i.  312 ; 
Spaniards  in  Holland,  ii.  20 ; 
in  Cleve,  ii.  32, 37;  Spanish 
quarrel  with  Karl  VI.,  ii.  243 
(see  Elizabeth  Famese) ;  ill- 
treatment  of  Captain  Jen- 
kins, iv.  150;  V.228. 

Spartan,  an  original  North- 
German,  ii.  153, 156. 

Spittler,  cited,  iv.  47  n. 

Stanislaus  King  of  Poland,  v. 
23,  27,  28,  32,  57,  72,  107, 
110,112. 

Steinfiirth,  iv.  58. 

Stenzel,  cited,  i.  229  n. 

Sterne's  Father,  ii.  315;  iii. 
76. 

Stettin,  Duke  Otto's  burial  in 
the  High  Church  of,  i.  250 ; 
ii.  47,  64;  Friedrich  Wil- 
helm's  possession  of,  ii.  162, 
183, 187;  iv.  190. 

Stille,  Major  von,  v.  134. 

Stockholm  Blutbad^  i.  314. 

Stollhofen,  Lines  of,  v.  53. 

Stralsund,  ii.  49;  Friedrich 
Wilhehn's  Siege  of,  u.  157, 
166. 

Strasburg,  ii.  56. 

Strelitz,  JK^arl  Ludwig  of,  iv. 
273;  V.  186, 190. 

Stump-oratory  at  2:ero,  ii.  135; 
hideous  nightmare  of,  iii.  43. 

Stuttgard,  iv.  45. 

Suhm,  Baron  von,  iii.  79,  91, 
98;  v.  68, 180, 181. 

Sulli,  Due  de,  V.  151. 

Sweden  without  a  King,  ii.  172. 
See  Charles  XII.,  Gustaf 
Adolf,  Karl  Gustaf. 


Sword-Brothers,  Livonian,  1. 

139. 
Syberg,  iv.  310. 

Tacitus,  cited,  i.  80  n. 

Tangermiinde,  i.  161,  203,  235; 
famine,  ii.  54. 

Tannenberg,  Battle  of,  i.  217, 
245,  287,  289. 

Tell,  i.  170. 

Templars,  Knights,  end  of  the, 
i.  133. 

Tentzel,  cited,  i.  169n. 

Tetzel,  i.  263. 

Teutsch  Hitters,  the,  i.  126; 
origin  of  the  Order,  i.  129, 
130;  removal  from  Palestine 
to  Venice,  i.  131 ;  conversion 
and  settlement  of  Prussia, 
i.  133;  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury a  bright  beacon  in  those 
Northern  Countries,  i.  139; 
the  stuff  they  were  made  of, 
i.  140;  degenerating  into 
idleness  and  riches,  i.  184;  a 
Grand-Master  assassinated, 
i.  185 ;  pride  tripped  into  the 
ditch  at  Tannenberg,  i.  216: 
sinking  steadily  into  final 
extinction ,  i.  245 ;  new  false 
hopes,  i.  287 ;  the  end,  i,  295. 
See  Albert  Hochmeister. 

Thirty-Years  War,  ii.  22, 33, 43 ; 
hunger  the  grand  weapon, 
ii.53. 

Thorn,  town  of,  i.  184;  hurls 
out  the  Teutsch  Ritters,  i. 
247. 

Thrift,  no  great  empire  ever 
foundedwithout,  ii.  154;  in- 
calculable value  of,  V.  126, 
128.    See  Economics. 
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Thulmeyer,  iv.  133. 

Thuringen,  iv.  269. 

Tilson,  George,  iii.  218. 

Tindal,  cited,  iv.  277 n. 

Tobacco,  good  and  bad  in- 
fluences of,  iii.  41. 

Tobacco-Parliament,  Friedrich 
Wilhelm's,  ii.  221;  descrip- 
tion of,  iii.  39;  a  strange 
Session,  iv.  309;  the  last, 
V.  269. 

Toland,  i.  58;  his  account  of 
Prussia  and  Westphalia,  ii. 
90;  cited,  i.  59n. 

Townshend,  Lord,  iii.  178, 190, 
264,  271 ;  quarrel  with  Wal- 
pole,  iii.  239. 

Trenck,  Baron,  ii.  291. 

IVier,  Kurfiirst  of,  iv.  69. 

Triglaph,  god  of  the  Wends, 
i.99. 

Turin,  Lines  of,  ii.  89. 

Turks,  the ,  iv.  63  n. ;  attacked 
by  Russia  and  Austria,  v. 
198,  225;  ruin  put  off  till  a 
better  time,  V.  261. 

Tyrants,  so-called,  ii.  144. 

UCKEBMtlNDE,  i.  253. 

Uhn,iv.  270. 

Ulrich  von  Hutten,  cited,  i. 

262  n. 
Ulrique  ,  Eleonora    Queen    of 
^      Sweden,  ii.  184. 
Ursula,  St.,  iv.  73. 
Utrecht,  Treaty  of,  ii.  92, 160, 

297. 

Vandals.     See  Wends. 
Vamhagen  von  Ense,    cited, 
i.  35  n. 

VerOj  Sir  Horace/\\.  4^. 


Victor  Amadeus  King  of  Sar- 
dinia, iv.  187. 

Vienna,  Congress  of,  ii.  37; 
Karl  Vl.'s  Treaty  of,  ii.  320; 
iv.  306 ;  what  Friedrich 
thought  of  the  Vienna  Court, 
iv.  301. 

Vigo,  descent  on,  ii.  314. 

Villa,  Dr.,  iii.  231,  238. 

Villars,  Marshal,  v.  38. 

Virnsperg,  i.  126. 

Vladislaus  King  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia,  i.  273,  276, 
331. 

Vohburg  Family,  the,  i.  120. 

Voigt,  cited,  i.  94  n.,  145  n. 

Voigtland,  Duke  of,  i.  146, 183. 

Voltaire,  cited,  i.  19n. 

Voltaire,  and  his  scandalous 
Life  of  Friedrich,  i.  19;  iv. 
88,  96 ;  his  Life  of  Charles 
Xn.,  i.  172;  iii.  89;  v.  158; 
his  first  renown,  ii.  245;  sees 
the  Confess  of  Cambrai, 
ii.  317;  his  Henriade^  iii.  79; 
V.  159;  his  Name,  iii.  88;  v. 
154;  Friedrich*8  admiration, 
iv.  281;  V.  167,  170;  their 
correspondence,  v.  144, 168, 
212;  Sauerteig's  estimate, 
V.  145;  no  proper  History 
of  Voltaire ,  v.  147.  His  pa- 
rentage and  youth,  v.  147, 
148 ;  insulted  by  the  Due  de 
Kohan,  v.  152;  challenges 
him,  and  flies  to  England, 
V.  153;  English  influences 
and  associates,  v.  154,  155; 
his  stereotype  Englishman, 
V.  157;  a  shrewd  financier, 
v.  159;  returns  triumphant 
\ft"ST^x\fte^y.  160;  Lions  and 
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Dogs  in  his  path,  y.  161; 
Madame  du  Chatelet,  v.  163 ; 
life  at  Cirey,  v.  164;  his  first 
Letter  to  Friedrich,  v.  174; 
his  account  of  Luiscius;  dif- 
ference between  a  witty  satire 
and  a  prose  fact,  y.  206,  207 ; 
edits  Friedrich's  Antt-Mac- 
chiavelj  v.  236. 

Von  Loen,  cited,  ii.  247  n. 

Vota,  the  famous  Jesuit,  i.  56. 


Wackerbabt,  Fieldmarshai,  iii. 

98,291. 
Waghausel,  v.  55. 
"Wagram,  i.  11, 156. 
Waldau,  Colonel,  iv.  17,286. 
Waldburg,  Colonel  Truchsess 

yon,  iii.  193. 
Wales's,  Prince  of.  Plume,  ii. 

277;  ancestors,  iy.  24. 
Wallenstem,  ii.  40, 49,  52, 167; 

iy.  299. 
Walpole,  Horace,  ii.  280;  iii. 

140;  cited,  ii.278n. 
"Walpole,  Robert,  ii.  278;  iii. 

77;  y.  198,  228,262. 
Waipot  yonBassenheim,  i.  129. 
War,  art  of,  L  12. 
Warsaw,  Battle  of,  ii.  66 ;  Kalk- 

stein  kidnapped  at,  ii.  80; 

Election  at,  y.  29. 
Wartburg,  i.  140. 
Wartensleben,  Captain,  y.  218, 

221. 
Weber,  cited,  i.  294  n. 
Wegfiihrer,  cited,  i.  64  n. 
Wenlau,  iy.  145. 
Weibertreue^  iy.  57. 
Wehnar,  Duke  of,  v.  188. 
Weinheim,  y.  78. 

Carlyle,  Frederic  the  Great,    V, 


Weinsberg,  siege  of,  ii.  62  n.; 
iv.  57. 

Weissenberg,  Battle  of,  iL  43, 
57;  iy.  299. 

Weissenfels ,  Johann  Adolf 
Duke  of,  iii.  120,  131,  211, 
224,291;  iy.  269,  270;  y.  33. 

Welfs,  the,  iy.  222. 

Wends,  the,  settling  in  Europe, 
i.  81,  91 ;  converted  to  Chris- 
tianity and  Ciyilisation,  i.  98, 
100,111. 

Wentzel,  the  young  Bohemian 
King,i.  169, 189. 

Wenzel,  Kaiser,  i.  203, 207, 215, 
217,226. 

Werben,  iy.  273. 

Westphalia,  savage  condition 
of,  ii.  90;  hams,  li.  91 ;  Treaty 
of,ii.63;  iy.  259. 

Wiesenthal,  y.  55. 

Wigs,  Friedrich  Wilhelm's 
taxes  on,  i.  151. 

Wilhehn  Bishop  of  Ri^a,  i.  284. 

Wilhelm  of  Hessen,  u.  41, 53. 

Wilhelm  the  Rich,  Markgraf 
of  Meissen,  i.  214. 

Wilhelmina,  cited,  i.  31  n. 

Wilhelmina,  Frederika  Sophie, 
i.  29,  31,44,126,268;  ii.  94, 
292 ;  her  Book,  with  its  shrill 
exaggerations,  yet  earnest 
veracity,  ii.  107, 133;  iii.  37; 
y.  93 ;  her  Portrait  as  a  child, 
ii.  180;  her  account  of  Czar 
Peter's  yisit,  ii.  189, 198;  re- 
collections of  Wusterhausen, 
ii.  220;  love  for  her  Brother, 
ii.  225;  proposed  marria^ 
with  tiie  Prince  of  Wales ,  li. 
275,  830;  iii.  111^^4%%Vsivfcx- 
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her  notion  of  Grumkow  and  her  heart  to  her  Father,  iv. 
the  Old  Dessauer,  iii.  18;  205;  a  grand  problem  coming 
account  ofFranke  the  Pietist,  for  her,  iv.  231,303;  let.ters 
iii.  94;  her  Brother's  visit  to  from  her  Brother,  iv.  241; 
King  August,  iii.  102;  Au-  v.  14,  59,  63,  66;  helps  the 
gusrsvisit  to  Berlin,  iii.  113;  Salzburg  Protestants,  iv. 
WUhelmina's ineffectual Sui-  269;  her  Father's  visit,  iv. 
tors,  iii.  117,179,211;  illness,  808 ;  her  inauspicious  visit  to 
iiL  136,  154,  200;  her  sister  Berlin,  v.  8,  15;  meetings 
Louisa's  marriage,  iii.  154;  with  her  Brother  and  his 
her  Father's  violent  ill-usage.  Bride,  v.  9,  16;  difficult 
iii.  157,  175,  206;  anxiety  meeting  with  him  on  his  way 
about  her  Brother,  iii.  208;  to  Philipsburg,  v.  59;  he 
is  to  be  married  out  of  hand,  visits  her  at  Baireuth, 
iii.  211 ;  worn  down  by  agita-        strangely  altered,  v.  90. 

tions,  iii.  224;  Frieorich  of  Wilke,  iv.  149. 

Baireuth,  iii.  225;  iv.  130;  William  Conqueror,  ii.  144. 

troubles  with  her  Mother,  William  Count  of  Holland, 
iii.  229;  v.  8;  Dr.  Villa,  iii.        'Pope's  Kaiser,'  i.  150. 

231;  her  Brother  talks  of  William,  our  Dutch,  i.  64,  69, 
flight,  iii.  236;  prematurely        70;  ii.  77,81. 

saluted  as  Princess  of  Wales,  Winkehnann,  iv.  273. 

iii.  246;  Katte's  imwise  wor-  Wit,  modem,  i.  239,  311. 

ship,   iv.  11;   no   marriage  Wittenberg,  siege  of,  i.  338. 

*  with  England,  iv.  12;   her  Wolden,  iv.  126, 162, 169, 176, 

Brother's  attempted  flight,        227;  v.  182. 

andarrest,  iv.  76;  his  letters  Wolf,  and  the  Halle  Univer- 
bumt,  and  flctitious  substi-        sity,  iii.  57;  what  Friedrich 
'.  tutes  written,  iv.  78;  her  Fa-        thought  of  him,  v.  171, 181. 

ther's  furious  rage,  iv.  86;  a  Wolf,  rater.  Kaiser's  Confes- 
close  prisoner  in  the  Berlin        sor,  i.  72. 

Palace,  iv.  92, 131;  her  pity  Wolfgang Wilhehn.  SeePfalz- 

V  for  poor  Katte,  iv.  109;  to        Neuburg. 

marry  the  Prince  of  Baireuth,  Work,  a  Captain  of,  iiL  10. 

iv.  130;  her  distracted  con-  Wotton,  Sir  Henry,  ii.  27  n., 

sent,  iv.  184;    preparations        34,41. 

for  betrothal,  iv.  135;   the  Wraxall,  cited,  iii.  84  n. 

Prince  introduced,  iv.  138 ;  a  Wreech,  Colonel,  iii.  198;  iv. 

Bride  these  six  months,  iv.        168;  his  Wife  and  Friedrich 

190;  her  magniflcex^it  wed-        atCustrin,  iv.  174, 180. 

ding,  iv.  195;  meeting  with  Writing  Era,  i.  16. 

her  Brother,  iv.  201;  opens  Wurtemberg,  Eberhard  Lud- 
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wig  Duke  of,  iv.  42;  v.  46; 
matrimonial  and  amatory 
iniquity,  iv.  42;  moved  to 
repentance,  iv.  46, 135;  Karl 
Alexander  Duke  of,  iv.  49, 
295;  V.  46,  104;  Schiller's 
Duke  of,  iv.  296.     ^     . 

Wusterhausen,  descripfibn  of, 
,ii.  218;  Treaty  of,  iii.  29,  68, 
161 ;  Tabagie  at,  iii.  46. 

Wylich,  (jtptain,  v.  133. 

Youthful  dissipations,  mud- 
bath  of,  iii.  104, 107. 


Zbitz,  iv.  270. 

Zelle,  ii.  238. 

Zentha,  battle  of,  iv.  63. 

Ziethen,  Captain,  v.  102. 

Zimmermann,  Dr.,  v.  183. 

Zimmermann,  Herr,  the  poor 

kidnapped  carpenter,  iii.  13. 
Zisca,  risen  out  of  the  ashes  of 

murdered  Huss,  i.  208,224; 

iv.  298. 
ZSlhier,  ii.  218;  cited,  221  n. 
Zorndorf,iv.  174, 180. 
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